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GENERAL COLLECTION 

OF 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 


TRAVELS THROUGH GERM A NT, 

— IN A 

SERIES OP LETTERS; 

Written in German by the Baron RIESBECK, 

AND TRANSLATED BT 

The Rev. Mr. MATY. 

Late Secretary to the Royal Society, and under Librarian to the Britifh Mu [cum. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

T HE following letters were written in the German language by the Baron Gafpar 
Rielbecli, a native of the Dutchy of Wurtenberg. 

As the author has affumed the character of a Frenchman, it has been prefumed, that 
he was of that nation: But, befides that the work was never publilbed in France, the free¬ 
dom and fever! ty with which he every where treats the natives of that country, convey 
fufficient proof that he did not belong to it himfelf. He died February 5, 1786, of a 
fever, at Aran, in Switzerland, aged thirty years. 

The many inaccuracies which may be-found fcattered up and down in the tranflation, 
will meet with feme apology in the bofom of the candid, when they are pleafed to confi- 
der the pa'nful and tedious illnefs, under which the tranflator laboured, and which at 
laftput a period to his life. And if the reader, in the perufal of the work, lhould meet 
with paffages which have the appearance of indelicacy, he may be allured that many 
more are omitted, which may be found in the original, and even thole which remain, 
hardly fufficient to give offence to the moll: ferupuious, were intended to have been 
expunged by the tranflator^ whole purity of thought could only be lurpalftd by the 
von, vi. e purity 
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purity of his life. In fliort,. whatever inaccuracies may have efcapecl the attention of 
the tranflator of thefe letters, 

- —— quas nut incurm fudk f 

Jut human a parum cavit ualur&~~ 

it is prefumed that they will be amply compenfated by the entertainment and infer- 
mation with which they abound. 


H 


TRAVELS , fcfr. 

LETTER I. 

DEAR BROTHER, Sitltgart, April 3, 1 780. 

ERE I have pitched my firft catnp, and intend to make excur lions from hence 
into the different parts of Suabia, according as opportunities offer. 

I have made it a rule to myftlf to take particular parts of Germany as middle points, 
and from thence to ramble round the country till I have feen alt that I think worth notice. 
It is my intention to ftudy Germany thoroughly, without, however, extending my inqui¬ 
ries to the numberlefs landgraviates, margraviates, baronies, republics, &c. fee. As to 
thefe, it is doing them honour enough to fay that they exift. 

You know that I Hayed fome time in StralbUrg, as well for the fake of learning to 
fpeak a little German, as to make myfelf acquainted, by the help of maps and books, 
with the country I mean to travel through. In this purfuit I found more affiHancethan 
I could have expected, and it is certainly not the fault of the German geographers and 
politicians that their country is fo little known by foreigners. # 

Having fometiines been l'o kind as to allow me a genius for the obfervation of men 
and manners, you may reafonably expert fomething more in my letters than what you 
have commonly met with in our French and Englilh travellers. Thefe, indeed, have 
ufually been gentlemen, who having travelled in clofe poH-chaifes to the great courts, 
as if (as Yorick fays) they were riding poll from death, have given us the few anecdotes 
they have picked up, either at the poft-houfe, whilft they were changing horfes, or from 
their bankers, or from their opera-girls, as true accounts of the date of manners, legtf- 
lation, religion, &c. of the country. 

A man who would know all orders of people, fliould mix with them all j but this is 
what a common traveller feldoin either can or will do, on the contrary, they are ge¬ 
nerally compelled to live in a narrow circle, where they hear of nothing but the plea- 
fures and occupations of the company ; therefore, again, a man mult be a ltudious tra¬ 
veller by profeffion, to enter into the peculiarities of a whole people. After all, let him 
be ever fo willing, and ever fo well prepared, he will find it more difficult to know Ger¬ 
many than any other country ; for it is not here as ir. France, where, as all ape the man¬ 
ners of the capital, by going thither you fee all, as it were, in the compafs of a nut-lhell. 
In Germany there is no town which regulates the manners of the whole, but the coun¬ 
try is divided into a numberlefs variety of large and fmall llates, differing from each 
other in religion, government, opinions, &c. and which have no band of union whatever, 
except their common language. 


You 
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You know that I commonly travel on foot when I cannot get into a public land or 
•water carriage; but thefe are inexpreffibly pleafant to me on account of the company 
I meet in them, even fliould that company happen to confift only of Jews, Capuchins, 
and old women. 

You know too that I am enough a citizen of the world to find fome good out of my 
own country, and not to be outragcoufiy out of humour when all is not as it is at home. 

You may depend on receiving one letter at lead every week, in which you will have 
an account either of a German town or of fome part of the country. Genera! obfer- 
vations 1 mu ft, of courfe, defer to the end, when I (hall have put together the feveral 
broken parts of the narrative. I fliall not trouble you with any of the nonfenfe which 
you mud have enough of in our daily publications. 


LETTER II. 

Sfufgart, April 10 , 1780 . 

I HOPE that you received my letter of the third, which was intended as a kind of 
introduction to our future correfpondence. Though I know how odious letter-writing 
is to you, I mud neverthelefs infill on an anfwer to every fix of mine, and if you cannot 
bring yourfelf to fit down to work, defire Nannette to do it for you.—But to my diary: 
As I was geting into the poff-waggon at Strafburg, who fliould come in, in a poft-chaifc 
’and four, but Mr. B——! No doubt, you rault have feen him at Paris at Madame 

H-* Whither,’ fays he, 4 fo fall ?’ £ A pilgrimage through Germany,’ 

fays I. * Out upon the ftupid country,’ fays he; I have juft travelled over it, but in 
truth it is not worth the trouble.’ At fir ft I thought that he mud at leaft have made 
fome ftay in fome of the principal German towns; but when I came to inquire, I found 
that what he called having travelled over the ftupid country, was a fmall excursion from 
Switzerland, through part of Suabia and Bavaria, as far as Munich, and from thence 
into France again by Augfburg, Ulm, and Friburg. As there happened to be a map of 
Germany behind the door of the poft-houfe, with the point of my fword I traced the 
parts of the country he had been over, and fhewed him, that far from having travelled 
through Germany, he had fcarce feen any part of it; but this did not affect him at all 1 
* Go you,’ fays he, * go you; for my part I have feen it.’ 

My company confifted of a wine-merchant from Uhn, with a melancholy face, who 
was always lhaking his lips as if he had tailed four wine, and an elderly lady, who faid 
fhe was hired as a governefs in a great houfe at Vienna. As neither of thefe compa¬ 
nions had any peculiar charms for me, I amufed myfelf as we travelled along the banks 
of the Rhine, with confidering the idea perfons who live in the great Parifian world en¬ 
tertain of what they caff with us le Mord. I had been led into this by the gafeonade of 

M. B-, and the fight of the German poft-map. Here, then, thought I to inyfelf, 

(as I run over in my mind that track of country which reaches from the fpot I was then 
on to the frozen fea,) in ancient times dwelt the Cimbri, the Goths, the Franks, the 
Saxons, the Suabians, and the Allemanni; and here now are the Swedes, the PrtiIlians, 
and the Ruffians; and all this great country, together with the formidable pofleffors of 
it, we difpofe of in a word that conveys much the fame ideas to the readers as ks Pais 
Pas, the low countries. Les Pais Bas and the Nord, a Frenchman confiders as only fo 
many dependencies on the omnipotent France. There is really nothing to be faid to 
this but what Triftram Shandy fays upon a like occafion: ' The French have a pleafant 
W ay of treating all great matters.’ I could not help laughing inwardly as thefe thoughts 
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came into my head, and the fight of the ruined fortifications of Kehl gave my laughter 
frelh force, from the recollection that the mighty Louis, whofe great mind had it in con¬ 
templation to annex the final 1 dependencies of the Nurd and the pais has, together with 
Italy, Spain, &c. to the French monarchy, had built this fort as a key to his conquefts on 
the other fide the Rhine. * By my troth,’ faid I, as I confidered the barracks and vef- 
tiges of-the old fortifications, ‘this is pleafant.’—And it is pleafanter Hill, that Beau¬ 
marchais meant to print his Voltaire in thefe barracks. * In the name of merriment,* 
faid I, (and my internal laugh inen broke out,) * is the great France grown too filial!, 
fince the days of the mighty Louis, to hold a dozen letter prefi'es in it V 

The final! contraband trade with Strafburg excepted, France has nothing to fear from 
this Cune Kehl. The place, which is contemptible in every refpect, belongs, with fume 
other villages, to tile margraves of Baden, but the (fates of the Holy Roman Empire 
claim a right to the ruined fortifications. 

The way to Carlfruhe railed many thoughts in my mind. On fight of the caftle of 
Raftadt, where a termination was put to the war between France and Auffria in 1714, 
I felt myfelf a Frenchman all over. All the great chiefs and flatefmen, who from the 
beginning of the laft century to this period had adorned our annals, and fet us far above 
the nations of the earth, feemed to rife before me, and I Cit for lbtne time in a kind of 
trance, fighting their battles and inventing their civil improvements over again. In an 
unlucky minute, however, I was awakened by the recollection that this was now all at 
an end; that in 1714 our greatnefs terminated ; that my country no longer produced 
great men j and that the powers whom we had then funk fo low were now rifing, nay, 
that feme of them had already rifen, to fink us. X would then have wiflied to have for¬ 
gotten that I was a Frenchman, and fought for confolation in the thought of being a 
citizen of the world, and that much as we had loft, Europe in general had gained liill 
more in the time that had elapfed ; but this was impoflible, the traces of defolation which 
many of our generals had left in the places I was travelling through, made me lament 
my having been fo proud of their exploits before, 

I ftayed feme time at Carlfruhe, and was lucky enough to get acquainted with a gen¬ 
tleman, who, to the beft of hearts, an excellent understanding, and unremitting exer¬ 
tions in the fervice of his prince, unites a very fine tafte for German, French, and Eng¬ 
lish literature. The court of Carlfruhe pofleffes many fuch perfons, fome of whom I 
had been fortunate enough to know at Strafburg. With this gentleman I went to Spires 
to vifit fome of his relations. Our way lay by Bruchfal, the refidence of the bilhop of 
Spires. The country we went through had many woods, which, however, were broken 
by a few well cultivated vales. Thefe woods, the timber of which is carried to Holland 
(where it fells very well) by the Rhine, makes a great part of the revenue of the courts 
of Spires and Carlfruhe. The wood through which we travelled afforded a ftriking 
inftance of the advantage an hereditary kingdom has over an elective one. The woods 
of Baden are kept up with the greatelt ceconomy and attention, becaufe the prince 
knows they will be fources of wealth to his remoteft descendants; whereas at Bruchfal, 
where the defeendants of the prince have nothing to hope, every thing gives way to pre- 
fent enjoyment.—It is needlefs tondd that in this refped the woods are an emblem of 
the whole country. 

Bruchfal is a pretty little town, and the bilhop’s palace a handfome building. The 
prefent prince bifliop, fome effufions of ill humour only excepted, is no bad governor. 
This humour principally fhews itfelf againft the young women. I am affured that if he 
could he would make all the girls nuns. He cannot fee one without falling into 
a pailion. His 


'revenue is about three hundred thouiaml tlonns, or thirty tnoulanu 
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pounds per annum, and I am forry to add that he is by no means one of the richeft bi- 
fhops in Germany. 

Spires is a final! free city, which was formerly handfomer than it is now; towards the 
end of the la.lt century it was entirely deftroyed by the French army ; fince that time 
it has long lain in ruins,-and is now hardly above half built up again. It was one of 
the firft Roman colonies on the banks of the Rhine, and many Roman coins are ft ill 
found in the country. 

Here, brother, I was in the mid ft of that theatre from whence, in the laft century, 
our troops fpread deflation from the Rhine to the Mofelle ; where Melac, appearing 
not as the leader of a mighty holt, but the head of a murderous band, laid fixty flou- 
ridling towns in allies, and made a defert of one of the ftneft countries on earth ! Where 
Turenne, the great eft general of the greateft monarch in the world, anfwered the ge¬ 
nerous eledor, who, ft ruck with the wrongs his country was enduring, would bravely 
have rilked his life for his people, and challenged the incendiary to fingle combat, with 
a bon-mot, faying, * that fince he had the honour to ferve the king of France, he fought 
only at the head of twenty thoufand men.’ How little in my eyes did then appear the 
great Turenne, whofe bon-mot, turned into common-fenfe, amounted to no more than 
this: c Thefe twenty thoufand men give me a right to lay your country in allies 1 ’ 

Mv friend carried me to the cathedral, half of which is ftill in ruins. Here I faw the 
tombs of the old emperors, whole fepulchres our foldiers plundered, and whofe bones 
they ftrewed oil the ground. ‘ This happened/ faid my friend, c in your golden age, 
under Louis the fourteenth, when your greateft poets, reafoners, and philosophers flou- 
rilhed ; when you was fuppofed to have arrived at the higheft pitch of polifli of which 
a nation is capable ■, when we Germans were no more in your light than fo many Ciie- 
rokees; and forne of your academicians had the inlolence to propofe, as a queliion fit 
for difcufiion, “ Whether it was poflibte that a German Ihould have any efprit ?”— 
Brother, I was almoft aftiamed to be a Frenchman. 

Both at Spires and Bruchfal I found, in the few houfes where we made our flying vi- 
fits, more eafe and knowledge of the world than I expected. I remarked that people 
are very fond of ftrangers in this country. 

I reckon the few days 1 fpent at Carlfruhe amongft the happiell of my life. I faw a 
prince who truly lives only for his people, and feeks his own happmefs in theirs ; one 
whofe active and enlightened mind pervades the whole country, and by its influence 
makes all thofe who have a fliare in the adtnimftration patriots like himfelf. Education, 
police, encouragements to indultry and agriculture; every thing, in fliort, here breathes 
a fpirit of philofophy and the warm love of mankind. O that I could make many mil¬ 
lions as happy as the margrave of Baden makes two hundred thoufand men ! 

After the electors, and the houfes of Wirtemburg and Hefle Caffel, the margrave ol 
Baden is one of the greateft potentates in Germany. The princes of Bircith and. 
Darmftadt are the only ones who can enter into any competition with him ; his revenue 
is one million two hundred thoufand florins, i. e. one hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds per annum. The margrave’s country extends along the right fide of the Rhine 
from Bafil to near Philipiburg, and from thence through part of Alfatia to the Mofelle. 
If it all lay together it would be more produaive. 

They carry on a large trade in cattle, wood, and wine, 'which laft is extremely good 
in the environs of Bafil. The country, likewife, produces a kind of marble, which 
foine think equal in goodnefs to the Florentine or Carara ; but this is exaggeration. 
The mildnefs of the government fecures to the people the quiet enjoyment of the re¬ 
wards of their induftry. There are not indeed opportunities of making great fortunes. 
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as the court is very economical, and lives at a fmall expence; bat the fame caufe pre¬ 
vents the preflure of extreme poverty from being felt by any one. The facility of ex¬ 
porting their labours, which is afforded by the navigation on the Rhine, is a great incite¬ 
ment to induftry. The manufactures in confequence increafe every year, and fome of 
them, particularly the earthenware one at Durloch, are in high eftimation. They have 
likewife made fome fuccefsful experiments in making filk. 

The margrave is as amiable in private life as he is refpectable in public. He and the 
margravine, who is a princefs of D’Armftadt, have every polite accompli fitment, 
fo that the court is the heft fociety in Carlfruhe. Strangers find little difficulty to gain 
ad million there. 

This court has been much reflected upori for its ceconomy, and poffibly may have 
gone “rather beyond the line in fome points; but whatever theexceffes may have been, 
the prince himlelf is not chargeable with them. The fact is, that the debts of the fa¬ 
mily were numerous and great. Thofe in the hereditary dominions have arifen from 
frequent wars, and the necdfary provifion for the younger part of the family; but be- 
fides thefe, when the margrave fucceeded to the government of Baden, which fell to 
him by the extenfion of another branch of the family, he found every thing in the ut- 
moft confufion. Priefts, miftrefles, huntfmen, and cooks, had long vied with each other 
for the honour of accelerating the bankruptcy of the court of Raftadt* ; and in the laft 
admioillration every thing had been purpofely left to go to ruin, on the principle that 
the fucceffor was a proteltant. Under thefe circum(lances the prince’s mother thought 
the greateft ceconomy necdfary, and file carried it fo far as to caufe the flowers which 
grew in the court garden to be fold, inftead of permitting her daughters to wear them in 
their bofoms. For this, though without the ftri&eft ceconomy the family mult have " 
been ruined, fhe was much laughed at; perhaps in fome degree defervedly; but the 
mirth was kept up by fome beaux efprits in the neighbourhood, whofe mercenary expec¬ 
tations the court had failed to gratify. 

Carlfruhe is a neat little town eonfifting entirely of wooden buildings. It is built on 
a regular plan, and Hands in the middle of a large foreft, the remnant of that which, 
in the time of Tacitus, covered all Germany. Through this foreft there are thirty-two 
regular avenues extending to a great distance. The town, built in the fliape of a fan, 
flands upon nine of thefe; but you will have a better notion of it from the plans, 
which are fold upon the fpot, and are very well worth purchafmg, than from any thing 
I can fay. 

I cannot omit an anecdote which happened about forty years ago, and does the prince 
of that time great honour. A traveller who paRed through exprefied his furprife at 
feeing a palace entirely of wood. ■* True, Sir’, faid the prince, £ you may think it ought 
at leaft to have been of brick; but 1 could not be more magnificently lodged without 
laying expenfive taxes on my fubje&s, and I wanted only a roof to lay my head under.* 
Certainly the difference between a king of France and a margrave of Baden is very 
great; and yet it would not have been amifs if the builders of the Louvre, Verfailles, 
and JYIarli, had attended a little more to fuch confiderations. 

* RadRadt is worth palling through by flrangers who have occafion to go From Manhefm to Strafburg, 
were it only to fee the little clofet in which Eugene and Vi liars figned the Treaty of Utrecht, and fome ra* 
liter uncommon monument! which Hand in the middle of the ftrect. 
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LETTER III. 

Siu/gart, April 14, 1780. 

FROM Carlfruhe I returned here on foot, through a romantic, but in general very 
well cultivated country. 

When you come into Lorraine from Champagne, you are (truck with a remarkable 
difference between the circumftances of the farmers in old France, and thofe o£ the 
newly acquired country, notwithftanding that the governors have of late years done 
every thing that they could to make them alike j but in Alface the contrail is Hill greater. 
The farmer of Allace is quite a gentleman when compared with the old Frenchman. 
You will hear indeed heavy complaints of high taxes even at Strafburg; but it is only 
from fuch as have no opportunity of eftimating the advantage of their fituation.by com- 
parifon. 

In the part of Germany I have hitherto travelled through, the inhabitants are Hill 
happier than in Alfatia. The form of government protects them irom oppreffion in 
the larger Hates, fuch as Wirtemberg, &c. and the emperor himfelf frequently interpofes 
in the fmaller ones. In my way from Carlfruhe hither, I could not fufficiently admire 
the thriving Hate of the people. e 

Before I give you any account of my excurfion into the neighbouring parts of Sua- 
bia, I muH make you acquainted with the prefent Hate of this court. No doubt, from 
what you have formerly heard, you will expeft accounts of fumptuous feaHs, balls, illu¬ 
minations, hunting parties, concerts, and the like, but with any thing of that kind I fliall 
not be able to entertain you. They no longer make artificial lakes on the tops of hills, 
and compel the peafant to fill them with water, for the purpofe of hunting a flag there ; 
they no longer light up immenfe forefls, and bring out fauns and dryads to dance mid¬ 
night dances in them; you meet with no more winter gardens abounding in all the flow¬ 
ers of an European fpring : even the famous opera-houfe, where Noverre exhibited 
when his fame was at the highefl, is now a- folitary ruin. This change aflonifhes you. 
I cannot explain it better than by giving you the duke’s own words. 

In 1778 this worthy prince took the opportunity of his birth-day to publilh a mani- 
feflo of which the following is the fubftance: " Being a man, and, from the condi¬ 
tion of my nature, far removed from the flandard of perfection, and likely to remain 
fo, it could not but fall out, that partly from the weaknefs incidental to human nature, 
and partly from the want of fufficient lagacity, and other caufes, many events Humid 
have taken place, which had they not happened, things would have been very different 
from what they now are, or are likely to be hereafter. This I acknowledge f reely, as it 
is the duty of every upright thinking mind to do, and the confideration of it reminds 
me of duties obligatory to every man, but Hill more fo to the anointed of the Lord upon 
earth. I confider this day, in which I have entered into my fiftieth year, as beginning 
the fecond period of my exiftence.—I affure my loving fubjects, that every fuccefliva 
year of life, which it (ball pleafe divine Providence to beftow, lhall be dedicated to the 
promotion of their happinefs.—Henceforwards lhall the prosperity of Wirtemberg be 
eltablilhed on the joint and firm bafis of the fovereign’s love for his people, and of the 
people ’s confidence in the affedlion of their foverelgn.—A fubjett, who thinks as he 
ought to do, will fee that many circumstances inuft arife,sin which the good of the indivi¬ 
dual mtift give way to the good of the whole, nor murmur if things do not always take 
the turn which he would have wilhed them to do,—We truft that’every man will, for 
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the future, live in the confidence that he has a provident and anxious father in his 
prince : yes, may the conteft who ffiall do moft to make his native country happy, be 
from this day forth the only conteft that ever arifes between us.” 

The duke is now quite a philofopher; he founds fchools, farms, cultivates arts and 
fciences, and eftablifhes manufactures: in fhort, he endeavours in every way poffible to 
make up for what has been wrong. 

Many caufes had contributed to miflead this prince in the earlier parts of life, and 
to give his mind, naturally a lively and impetuous one, a falfe direftion. Amongft the 
foremoft, we may reckon the fafhionof the times, the bad examples fet him by the courts 
of Manheim and Drefden, the tafte for falfe magnificence, which he had acquired in 
Italy, and the corruption of thofe who furrounded him ; many of whom, I am afhamed 
to fay it, were French. Thefe were the caufes of that diffipation of which Europe has 
heard fo much. The confequences were fuch as might naturally have been forefeen ; 
debt, oppreffive taxes, refinance on the part of the hates of the country, and finally, a 
cotnmiffion of inquiry iffued by the imperial court. The debts, upon examination, were 
found to amount to i ,2oo,cool. The evil counfeilors, you may think, were removed; 
but this would have done little, but for the change which about this time took place in 
moft of the leffer courts of the empire, the princes of which, from being oppreffive and 
expenfive tyrants, fuddenly contra£tcd a tafte for political ceconomy and philofopliical 
purfuirs. Into thefe the duke ran with as much ardour as he had formerly done into ju¬ 
venile diffipation. 

1 ffiould now give you an account of the fevcral new eftabiifhments for education, 
and particularly of the military academy; but I believe that you are already acquainted 
with them, and as to myfelf, 1 mnft confefs ingenioufly, that they do not pleafe me. I 
fuppofe that as things are now circutnftanced, it is neceffary to pour a great deal of 
knowledge into boys, before the mind is fit to receive it; ftill I own that I cannot bear 
fo fee the intention of nature fo perverted. My children, if I am bleffed with any, (hall 
grow up to thefe years like young Coffacks.—But I ffiall take another opportunity 
to give you my fentiments on education —at prefent fomething more concerning Wir- 
tern berg. 

The greateft part of the dukedom confifts in an extenfive valley, which is bounded on 
the eaft ’by a chain of hills called the Alps; on the weft by the Black Foreft; on the 
north by a part of the mountain of Oden-Wald, and an arm of the Black Foreft; and 
on the fouth by the joint arms of the Alps, and the Black Foreft On the whole it 
inclines to the northward, and is watered in the middle by the Necker. Several fmaller 
arms run off from the furrounding chains of hills towards the centre, erofs each other 
in various directions, and form little vallies, which are watered by an infinity of rivers. 
The land is rendered exceedingly fruitful by thefe leffer hills, which ffielter the vallies 
from the cold winds, and colleft the heat of the fun between them. The fouthern fides 
of thefe mountains and bills are planted with vines very high up, and above there is ex¬ 
cellent dyers’ wood, and brufli wood; and at the bottom is a grey coloured light mould, 
which yields all kinds of corn, but particularly barley, in aftoniffiing plenty. Upon the 
whole, this country very much refembles the middle part of Lorrain ; but the foil is 
much better, and there are not fo many ftones in it. Excepting fait, which it is obliged 
to have recourfe to Bavaria for, it abounds m all the necefianes of life. What corn is not 
coni Limed in. the country is fent to Switzerland, and the wine goes as far as England. 

* Tl>e Black Forth is the largeft wood of Germany, being fi&ty days journey in length, and nine in 
breadth. ' % 
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The whole extent of the country does not contain more than two hundred German, 
or two hundred and fixty-fix French fquare miles. In this circuit there are about five 
hundred and fixty thoufand inhabitants ; that is, about two thoufand eight hundred to 
every German fquare mile. Excepting thofe parts of Germany which are in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of fome capital cities, and fome diftrifts of Italy, and the Netherlands, there 
is certainly no country in Europe fo populous in proportion to its extent, as this is. It 
is however fo fruitful as to be able to fupport as many more inhabitants. 

The income of the duke amounts to three millions of florins *, or about 300,000!. 
per annum. 1 know that many printed calculations make the fum fmaller. But as 
there are few parts of Germany in which the taxes are not eftimated at five florins per 
head, and in fome they pay much more, why fhould it not be fo in Wirtemberg, which 
is one of the largeft territories in Germany, and in which the fubjcct is not more 
l’pared ? 

After the electors, the duke is beyond comparifon the greateft prince in Germany, 
though the landgrave of Heffe Cafifel, wh‘o has not above two thirds of the fubje&s or 
yearly income, is of more confequence in die empire, on account of his connection with 
England. 

The government of this dukedom is not fo fimple and unmixed, as that of the terri¬ 
tory of Baden. Here are fwarms of counfellors, fecretaries, proCtors, and advocates, 
of which more than half might be fpared; but the nature of the government allows 
them to enjoy their appointments in idlenefs. Many of them, it is true, belong to the 
ftates, whofe duty it is to limit the authority of the prince; but not with Handing the many 
reductions in the houfehold itfelf, it is Hill much too large for the duke’s circumftances. 

The duke’s army confided formerly of fourteen thoufand men; and if his debts were 
paid, and the other expences moderated, fuch an eflablilhment might always be fup- 
ported, as the population and revenues of the country appear to allow it. At the time 
of the change, however, they were reduced to about five thoufand men, and thofe feem 
to be none of the beft troops. 

Stutgart contains about twenty thoufand inhabitants, and fince the duke is returned, 
the population has been conftantly on the increafe. During the conteft, in which Stut¬ 
gart took a very violent part, he removed to Louifburg. Stutgart was inflantly fenfible 
of her lofs by it; fhe made every poflible effort to obtain bis return, but all in vain: but 
after a reconciliation between the prince and the'ftates, the wifli of the Stutgarders was 
at Jaft accomplifhed. 

The city is well built: the inhabitants are a handfome, flout people. The women 
are tall and flender, with fair and ruddy complexions. The natural riches, the eafe 
with which a maintenance is to be procured, either at court or in the country, caufe them 
to live exceedingly well. What would provide for twelve of our people, feems here to 
be only the portion of fix. The Stutgarder is fo attached to his home, that if you 
remove him but thirty miles from it, he is immediately feized with the ?naiadi'e du pais. 

Though the country throughout is proteftant, and the Duke alone a catholic, there 
ftill prevails a great deal of fuperftition and bigotry. The clergy are members of the 
ftates, have a jurifdiCtion of their own, and are very wealthy. 

The affection of the Wirtembergers towards their prince is remarkable. Even when 
the duke feemed to have no other care than bow he fliould load them wich new taxes, 
he did not forfeit their attachment. The curfes of the people fell on his l'ervants, and 
the crew of projectors who led him aftray. But fince thefe have been baniflied, he is 
become the idol of his fubjeCts; and he deferves to be fo.-- Farewell. 

* A German florin is two (hillings of Englilh money. 
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LETTER IV. 

Stutgart , May 20, 1780. 

> MV excurfions in the neighbouring ftates of the circle of Suabia, did not produce the 
rich booty I had promifed to myfelf, I vifited a dozen free imperial towns, in which, 
notwithftanding the republican form of government, not a fpark of liberty or patriotifui 
was to be feen. The inhabitants of thefe have, through the oppreffion of more powerful 
neighbours, long fince loft ill fenfe of the value of independence; but though alhamed 
to mention the name of their native country out of their own walls, within them they 
mimic the forms of old Rome, and after the manner of thofe governors of the world, 
infcribe their public buildings of ftate with Senatus P opulufyue Hallsnjls , Bopfingenjis , 
NordlingCTifis, &c. 

In the fifteenth century, the imperial cities of Suabia afted a very different part. 
They were then united in leagues, not only with each other, but with the cities of Fran¬ 
conia and the Rhine. Even the Emperor had fometimes caufe to be alarmed at their 
increafing power, which indeed made Charles V. difunite them. From the-time of the 
aflbciation of the Hanfe towns, the gold had flowed from all the country into the cities. 
Thefe were the exclufive feats of induftry, and their wealth drew into their dependance 
the neighbouring princes, who at that time lived by robberies. 

If the fpirit of trade which then prevailed, had fuffered them to place more value on 
the pofleffion of landed property, they would to this day have preferved fomewhat of 
their former fplendour, as with their power they might have made many conquefts, and 
with their wealth many purchafes. 

AH hopes are now vanilhed of their ever becoming again confpicuous. As foon as 
the princes difeovered the value of induftry, and gave it free encouragement in their 
dominions, it fled into their protection, and abandoned the dark walls of cities in which 
a fyftem of monopolies, little policy, and narrow-minded envy of the fuccefsful, laid it 
under fo many reftraints. In confequence, the towns are fo reduced, as to be obliged 
to fell the little landed property they have, to difeharge their debts. This has lately 
been the cafe with Ulm ; the largelt town in Suabia, next to Auglburg. Of the im¬ 
perial towns which I have vifited, 1 can lay nothing particular, but that Heilbron is 
beautifully fituated, and Halle has a fait manufactory, which brings in three hundred 
thoufand florins, or thirty thouland pounds per annum. 

Having left thefe ftates, I ran over in a very Ihort time, about a dozen principalities, 
and prelacies, with the names of which I (hall not trouble you. Almoft the whole 
country confifts of well-wooded mountains and hills, and fertile vales, all in high culti¬ 
vation. The great population which prevails here is wonderful, when you confider the 
untoward circumftances of the country. By untoward circumftances, I mean the extor¬ 
tions of petty mailers, who all keep their miftreffes, their ftag-hounds, their French 
cooks, and Englilh horfes; the perpetual quarrels amongft neighbours, which arife from 
the various perplexed governments of the empire; the finall profits attendant on in- 
duflry within fuch a confined fpot; and laftlv, the conftant decreafe of coin, owing to 
the fums of money expended by the governors of the country in fearch of foreign lux¬ 
uries. As religion, manners, attachment to the native fpot, temperance, and frugality, 
all of which 1 am willing to allow that thefe people pofiefs, do not appear to me fufli- 
cient of themfelves to counterbalance thefe evils, I have but one way of accounting for 
the profperity I fee j which is this : 


The 
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The right of holding property of their own, which the country people of thefe parts 
enjoy, could not ofitfelf prevent thefe (fates* which exifl entirely by agriculture, from 
decay; becaufe the extraordinary fruitful nets of the women would in time require fuch 
a partition of property, as would not leave enough to each farmer to buy beds for his 
children. I believe therefore that it is the emigrations, joined with this, that are to 
folve the phenomenon I am endeavouring to explain. Though Suabia is the moll po¬ 
pulous country in all Germany, there is no one of the inhabitants of which migrate in 
fuch large quantities. 

Thefe emigrants are of two kinds. The major part are an idle fet, who fell their 
property to Furnilh thentfdves with money to travel into foreign countries, in fearch of 
imaginary projects of fortune. The others are young men, who go out to try their for¬ 
tune as mechanics, and when they fucceed, part with their land to their other brothers 
for a fmall confideration. By thefe caufes no greater load is thrown upon agriculture 
than it is able to bear; and it is well that there is not; for the foie refources ol fuch 
fmall dill rids as thofe we are now /peaking of, are in their agriculture. For the limits 
of their luxury are too narrow to admit of that variety of employments, and ways of 
gain, which diverfify the callings of men fo infinitely in other countries; nor is it poffi- 
ble that manufactures {hould thrive among them, whilft they are circumltanced as they 
are; that is, furrounded by powerful princes, who lay great duties on their imports, in 
order to protect their own eftablifhments, and fituated in a country which fuppUes them 
with few, if any, of the prime materials for work. They mull therefore depend entirely 
on their agriculture, and they do fo. I do not however mean to fay, that, cultivated as 
it is, this country is not fufceptible of a much greater degree of improvement. It cer¬ 
tainly is; and much more might be done. 

Still, what has been done is furprifing; nor is the caufe lefs worthy of admiration. 
For it is owing to a Heady adminiftration of juftice, and a fet of political regulations 
which are to be met with in the fmalleft parts of the country, and which railed my won¬ 
der as often as I had occafion to confider them. We not only hear nothing here of 
the oppreffions of private individuals, but there are inftances in which caufes have been 
given againft the petty lords of the country in their own courts. Indeed they have need 
to be careful; for no man who is not llrong enough to bring a force in the field againft 
the emperor, to whom there is always an appeal, would be fullered to go on long with 
impunity. It is but a few years fince, that redrefs was obtained againft a petty prince of 
Suabia, who was going to drive his fubjefts out of their poflefiions, in order to make 
way for his flags and wild boars. But it muft be owned, that fuch extreme remedies 
as thefe are feldom neceffary. There is an integrity ftill adherent to the German cha¬ 
racter, and a kind of jovial humour about them, which makes the princes of the country 
Hart from the acts of wanton oppreffion and cruelty, which, with the fame powers, would 
no doubt be exercifed in Spain, Italy, and even in France. Give a German prince but 
room and food for his dogs and horfes(for about the welfare of thefe he is uncommonly 
l'olicitous) and you have little to fear from him in other refpects; — that is as an indi¬ 
vidual, for in [he grofs they will clip you as clofe as they can. 

There is, however, one objeQ; in which there is great need of reformation, and that 
is the adminiftration of criminal juftice. The torture is not yet aboliflied in thefe coun¬ 
tries, and they ftill behead, 'hang, break upon the wheel, and impale fetundumpnzeepia 
Carolina;. It is not very long fince they burned a woman for being a witch; but 
that I believe is over. The civil law too, is not yet reduced to that perfect ftate which 
might be defirable. Not that I am for getting rid of all forms, with your modern phi- 
lofophers, and leaving every thing to the wifdom of the judge, under the pretence that 
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forms confume too much time and money. That they confume time and money 1 am 
ready to allow ; but thefe are well employed when flow inveftigation brings fecurity in 
the final decfion, and the neceflity of abiding by forms prevents cupidity from praftifmg 
on avarice. Give me a Socrates for a judge, and l will be content to abide by his de- 
cifions ; but whilft judges are what they are, whilft philofophy comes out of the mouth 
and expires on the lips, it is better to trufl; to a mode of procels, which leaves little room 
for the bad palfions to play. 1 own that fome of the Gothic forms flill praCtifed in 
moft of the German tribunals, might be abolifhed without doing mifchief. But there 

are many in which the Gordian knot has been cut inftead of being loofened.-Fare 

thee well. 


LETTER V. 

Augsburg. 

1 HAVE made you wait thus long for a letter, as a puniflmient for your Intolerable 
lazinefs; but as you appear penitent in the fliort epiftle I received yefterday, and Nan- 
nette intercedes for you in the poftfcript, {hall refutne the correfpondeuce. 

At Stiitgart I met with a friend with whom I made an excuriion very far into the 
Black Foreft. The inhabitants of thole parts of it which belong to the dutchy of Wir- 
temberg are not near fo hand fome, well-made, or lively, as thofe who live near the 
Necker, and in the adjoining vallies. The men are chunl'y, and the women yellow, ill- 
Ihaped, and wrinkled at the age of thirty. They difliinguilh themfelves from their 
neighbours, by a more frightful tafte in drefs, and a {hocking want of cleanlinefs. Kalb 
is the belt town in thefe parts. It has confiderable manufactures, and the inhabitants 
diftinguilhed themfelves in the contefts with the duke, by an uncommon degree bf ipi- 
rit, love of liberty, and attachment to the conftitution. 

I am not able to account fatisfacforily to myfelf for the uglinefs of this people. 
Hard labour and little food may contribute to if, but cannot be the only realbn ; for in 
the country of Furftemberg, and particularly in the Auftrian parts of this great chain 
of hills, we law very handfome people who did not feein to live better than the Wir* 
tembergers do. Poflibly the uglinels of the latter may be owing to the fituation, and 
depth of the vallies, to the air, and perhaps to the water. 

Thefe jouruies over the mountains had particular charms for me. I fancied myfelf 
in a new world. One inchanting profpeft exceeded anmher in variety and beauty. 
Mountains, and chains of mountains of the inofl extraordinary forms, catara&s, woods, 
fmall lakes in the deep hollows, precipices; in fliort, every tiling I faw was in fo grand 
a ftyle, that 1 am not vain enough to attempt to defer! be it in a letter. 

After retting fome days with my friend at Stutgart, i let out for the lake of Con- 
fiance, where my wilhes had long gone before me. In my way thither, I came over 
another chain of hills called the Alps, which run through the middle of Suabia 
from north-eaft to fouih-weft. This chain ftretches from the,frontiers of Suabia, be¬ 
tween Bavaria and Franconia, as far as Fichtelberg, and joins with the mountains of 
Bohemia. 

The objeCt molt worthy notice in this journey, was the family feat of the King of 
Prufiia. Who would believe that the great Frederick, who with flood the united {Length 
©f the greateft powers of Europe, and prefer red the balance in the north, was the de- 
feendint of a younger branch of the houfe of Hohenzollern, the fmalleft principality of 
Germany, the two furviving branches of which, Ilechingen and Siegmaring, have not 
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together feventy thoufand florins, or feven thoufand pounds, income ? The younger 
brother of one of our marquifies being informed of this by a Pruffian, gave a fnap with 
his fingers, and faid, Voila un Cadet qui a fait fortune . 

We travelled direfHy through the princedom of Hohenzollern, the breadth of which 
is little mare than ten miles* It may be about fifty miles in length, but, including the 
detached part of Sieimaringen, does not contain more than twelve thoufand people* 
Mhi country is exceedingly full of hills and woods, and the princes have always been 
great hunters. Thofe who now fway the fceptre are amiable men, who, you may fop* 
pofe, do not forget that the King of Prttflia is their relation* If I midake not, a count 
of Hohenzollern was not long fince made coadjutor to the chapter of JIrmdand by the 
King* 

We viewed the cadle of Heehmgen, which Hands on a high mountain, and commands 
an extend ve proipeft over the dutcby of Wirtemberg, and the neighbouring country* 

1 have heard that one of the ancient governors of this final! territory, could not forbear 
faying, as he was walking with his attendants 011 the caflle terrace, and furveying with 
delight the wild and beautiful country roflnd him, **The little country of Wirtemberg^ 
would be a pretty addition to the territory of Hohenzollerm” If this anecdote fhould 
not be true, it is not ill invented, the little country of Wirtemberg being at .leaf! thirty * 
times as large as the whole territory of Hohenzollem. 

I was tranfported at the fight ol the lake of Conftance ; but fhall not attempt any 
poetical defcription of it, as I fhould ufe a very rough crayon indeed,-to portray a fcene 
of infinite variety and beauty* I fhall" therefore only give you my philofophical and po¬ 
litical refieftions on the country and its inhabitants* Indeed you well know, that where 
my feelings are the molt imerelted,! am Lead happy in exprefling them. 

What at fvrfl fight is mod flriking in this great piece of water, which divides Ger¬ 
many from Switzerland, through fo great a length of country is, that there fhould be 
no town of any importance about it. Condance, which is the mod refpectable, hardly 
contains fix thoufand inhabitants, whilfl Schaffhaufen, St* Gallen, Zurich, and fome 
places which are not far diftant, though lefs advantageoufly fit uated, are very flouriftnng* 
cities* It has no trade to fignify, nor the fmade ft manufacture of any kind- This is 
more extraordinary, becaufe, throughout the count 17, the Bavarian pea fane feems not 
only more alive and alert than the Swifs, but has an advantage over him in morals and 
induftry* 

In Gonftance one is drongly induced to confider this want of Indudry, the negleft of' 
the advantages which nature holds out, and the vices which prevail as entirely owing 
to the religion* hi Alface, and among the lower Suabians, I had already found more 
fpirit of trade in the proteftants than in the catholics, whom numerous holidays, pil¬ 
grimages, holy fraternities, the immoderately inculcated doctrine of the contempt of 
worldly things, the expectation of fome wonderful Tupport from God, the eafe of find¬ 
ing a provifion in cloiders, and laftly, very narrow and contracted minds, all contribute 
to corrupt. Thele difad vantages, however, as hx as concerns the peafants of the two 
countries we are fpeaking of, are com pen fated by the heavinefs and favagenefs of the re¬ 
formed Swifs; fpeeimens of which, I flrall at a future time lay before you ; but in the 
towns, the greater number of churches and cloiders, added to the above caufes on the 
one fide, and the greater degree of knowledge on the other, create a difference which is 
very (h iking and is infinitely increased by a number of other caufes befides religion. 

It is evident,. I think, from the example of France, the Andrian Netherlands, and 
various Italian dates, that the Roman catholic religion does not of itfiek difle induftry, 
of which there may exift a great deal with a drong tinge of fuperfiition, jolt as the 
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knight of La Manca, when taken out of his quixotifm, fhewed himfelf both a gentleman 
and a philofopher. In this country iikewife, religion is not fo much the principal as the 
acceffary caufe j and it is owing to local circum I lances, that the German catholic is not 
fo industrious as the French or Genoefe. 

The chief of thefe is certainly the mode of education. You would be aftonifhed to 
fee the difference of education in the German proteftant, and the German catholic towns, 
as well as between the French and German catholic. All I need to fay on the lubjeft 
is, that the Jefuits, to whom we owe fo much on this head, and whom all our patriots 
fo much wiih for back again, are in Germany the prote&ors of every tiling barbarous 
and favage. They drive as ardently to fupprefs every emanation of genius here, as 
thofe of their order endeavoured to kindle it amongft us. 

But another obftacle to induftry in this country, is the ftupid, ridiculous pride of the 
nobles. Whilft the Swifs merchant and manufacturer bears a part in the government 
of his country, the Canon of Conftance looks with contempt on the citizen who is in - 
debted for his riches, not to' a doubtful genealogy, but to his undemanding and induf- 
try. This makes a deep impreffion on the citizen; who, inftead of increafing his capital 
by his induftry, purcbafes a title, endeavours to put on the noble, and then with a pride 
ftill more contemptible, infults his fellows. 

I« the next place the frugal way of living of the Swifs very much contributes to the 
increafe of their manufactures. The daily repaft of an inhabitant of the middle ftation 
of life in Conftance, would make a lumptuous feaft for one of St. Gallen. '1 rue it is, 
that as every ill has its attendant good, their conviviality may be the cauie why the Sua- 
bians are evidently fo much better tempered than the Swiis. Add to all this, that Con- 
ftance is in a manner negleCted, on account of its diftance from the Court of Vienna. 
The Swifs, it is faid, made overtures to ehabitIh manufactures there, but they failed. I 
am ignorant whether the failure was owing to the intolerance of the .court, to the jea- 
loufy of the fenate of Conftance, which is conftantly felicitous to preferve fomething 
of its former importance as a free imperial town, or to the above mentioned pride of the 
nobles. 

The bifhop reftdes at Moerfburg, a fmall town on the oppofite border of the lake. 
He has an income of about feventy thoufand florins, or 70od per annum. He has very 
confiderable pofieffions in Switzerland. T he other places worth notice on the German 
fide, are Uberlingen and Lindau. - 

The Swifs fide of this fmall lake is more pleafant to view than the German. Ihe 
beautiful mixture of the neighbouring hills planted with vines, the ftraggliug appearance 
of the farm-houfes with orchards round them, the fmall and varied patches of all the 
different kinds of agriculture, make it more agreeable to the eye than the Suabian vil¬ 
lages, the houfes of which Hand together as in towns, and are often encompafied by a 
great corn field or a wide meadow. Upon the whole, I believe that both fides of the 
fake are equally well inhabited. The Swifs foil is more ftony and heavy than the Ger* 
man, and though the Thurgau is one of the beft parts of Switzerland, it is indebted to 
Suabia for a part of the prime neceffary of life, to wit, corn, which it repays in wine and 

frU They little think in Holland, how much they owe to the lake of Conftance. As 
matters even now are, they can hardly guard againft the fand, which being walhed down 
from the Alps by the Aar, and other rivers into the Rhine, threatens to flop up the 
mouth of the latter, and already leaves room to apprehend feme violent revolution, by 
the threat faud banks it has raifed. But it the great refer voir we (peak of did not inter- 
ceprby far the largeft quantity of fandj which the rapid ftream of the Kluue wafhea 
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from the high Buntnerland, Holland mud have been already buried under a newfand. 
and thecourfe of the Rhine, being altered by it, muft have totally changed the figure of 
the country. It is true that thefe changes muft neceffarily happen. However confider- 
able the depth of this lake may be, it muft at laft be filled up, and the fooner, becaufe 
the ftream, as it flows from Conftance through the upper parts of Germany, is always 
deepening its bed, and the lake lofes exactly fo much water as it gains in fand. On the 
other hand, if we reflett how much fo great abafou as this lake may contain j if we cal¬ 
culate its contents as De la Torre did thole of Vefuvius, we /hall think that the Dutch 
are fecure for many generations. 

It was impofiible for me to leave this country without viliting the famous Fall of the 
Rhine at Lauffen, where I beheld the fineft fpectaele I had ever feen. As no painting 
or print of this magnificent fcene of nature had ever come in my way, and I knew it only 
from general report, that which probably happens to all who do not carry with them 
fome diftincl idea of it happened to me. My imagination had deceived me. I had fan¬ 
cied to myfelf one of the wildeft fpotsof the world, and the Rhine falling from a great 
height into an unfathomable gulf. The contrail between the reality and my idea, made 
the furprize more agreeable. Indeed the circumftance took place here, which generally 
attends all great works of nature and art, the true greatnefs and beauty of which do not 
ftrike at firft fight, but are felt on clofer obfervation and comparifon of their parts. I 
found the fall not near fo high, but far more beautiful than I had expe&ed. The am¬ 
phitheatre of hills covered with trees; the two rocks, (on one of which is placed the 
caftle of Lauffen j on the other, a village, with a mill before it,) which, like the two 
front pillars of a theatre, Hand on each fide of the fall; the breadth of the fall; the 
beautiful divilion of its different defcending waters ; the rich bafon underneath j the 
agreeable, and almoft artificial mixture of wild cultivated country j in lhort, every thing 
was more delightful than my expectation had formed it. 

The height from which the water falls, is near fifty feet, including the little inclination 
it makes preparatory to its precipitation, which can only be feen from the rifing ground 
above it. It was formerly confiderably higher, and many perfons ftiil living remember 
a piece of the rock in the middle of the precipice, which has been worn away by the 
water. I think I could obferve, from the rock on which the caftle of Lauffen /lands, 
that the ftream was gradually deepening its courfe. It follows therefore, as I faid be¬ 
fore, that the lake of Conftance muft diminifh in proportion as the Rhine deepens its 
bed. In my journey hither, 1 faw evident marks of new land near Lindau. The lake 
of Conftance has this in common with all lakes, which lay high. This diminution muft 
be the moft remarkable in the lake of Neufchatel. 

1 made an agreeable little tour to the ifland of Meinau, a commandery of the Teuto¬ 
nic order at a fmall diftance from Conftance. The commander’s houfe is a handfome 
new building, and commands an excellent profped over all the lake of Conftance. Mr. 
Coxe feems not to have underftood the plan of the caftle gardens. He confiders it as a 
want of tafte to have obftrufted the free view of the lake, by plantations of fhrubs; but 
thefe lead a ftranger imperceptibly to the defired fpot, where he is furprifed with the 
profpefl, and fees the whole lake, and all the fplendid Jandfcape around, in full beauty. 
An uninterrupted view of the water from the garden would not be very pleafing, as it 
may be conflantly enjoyed from the windows of the palace. 

Before I leave Conftance, I muft recal to your memory, a man, who, for fome years 
pail, has made fome noife in the public papers. It was on this ftage that the celebrated 
Gefner began his career, who in a fliort time expelled fo many millions of devils, and 
cured fo many hundred bigots. An order of the bi/hop of Conftance having prohibited 
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fuch miracles in hisdiocefe, forced him to take refuge under the protection of the pre- 
late of Sahnaniweiler, who, by the llrengthof hard gold, always purchales of the pope 
an exemption from the bifliop’s power. In oppofition to the bifhop, the prelate-efpoufed 
the part of the refugee with much warmth; and his fortune was made by the perfecution 
he underwent. The prelate’s fteward fupplied him with fome barrels of ftinking oil, 
and other commodities, which he ufed for the purpofe of his cures, and in the f urnifli- 
iag of which the other found his account. 


'LETTER VL 

Augsbw'g. 

AFTER having gone all round the lake of Con dance, I directed my journey from 
Lindau hither, and palfed through.fome decayed imperial cities, which had been under 
the neceflity of requeding from the emperor an exemption from* furnifhing their pro¬ 
portion of tax for the public exigencies of the empire, and were now actually dwindled 
into villages. Memmingen, however, is an exception. It has fome manufactures in it, 
and dill refembles a town. I met, by accident, with an extraCt from the chronicle of 
this little town, which runs in the fame old womanifh ftyle with all other chronicles of 
fmall towns. I wiU.tranfcribe.fome paffages from it, as they paint the character of the 
people. 

4 In the year 1448, the taverns of the town were exhauded of wine; the fenate fenta 
formal deputation to the Necker, to procure this indifpenfible necefl'ary for its fubjeCts. 
As the waggon with the wine was approaching, the body of the citizens went in procef* 
fion to meet it, with drums .beating, and colours flying, and .there was a public bonfire 
ordered.^—’ 

* In the year 1449, there happened, on St. Galen’s day, in the church of St. Martin, 
fome difpute among the women concerning the pews, which at laft bred a fray amongft 
them in the church itfelf. The clergy imagined it neceffary to new confecrate the church, 
which had been thus prophaned ; but the fenate oppofed it with all their power, as it 
had only been a fray of women. r 

Both thefe characteriftics of the people dill prevail. The Suabian has dill the fame 
veneration for wine, and the fame maltery over his wife. 

From hence I came through numberlefs earldoms and lordfhips, the mod confider- 
able of which are the pofftffions of the counts Trueehfeffe and Fugger; thefe might 
be confidered as principalities, were they not divided among fo many branches of the 
families. 

The whole tract of country, from the lake of Condance here, is not near fo well cul¬ 
tivated as lower Suabia. The manners oF the people alfo are much inferior. There is 
a driking difference in the perfons of the men. The inhabitants of thefe parts are ugly, 
and their features are fo diftorted that the fight difguds one. Nature too has done ftill 
lefs for them, than for their neighbours. The whole of their country is a plain, which 
is interfeCted only by oue ridge of woody hills, between Lindau and Leutkirchen, The 
foil is only fit for tillage; whereas, in Lower Suabia, the mixture of mountains, hills, 
.and valleys, allows of every kind of agriculture. 

The efficient caufe-of the ruin of this country is its being parcelled out into fo many 
fmall baronies ; many of the owners of which live at the great courts, and draw the mo¬ 
ney out of the country. It is needlefs for a traveller to aFk, if the mafter of thefe pof- 
ifeffions refides upon his property; as one can eafily difeover ia the looks of the people, 
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BHd the forfaken afpect of the country, that he does not. Whilft the baron is making 
a figure at court, his vaffals are expofed to the oppreffions of a rapacious Reward, who 
generally contrives, in the fpace of a few years, to amafs fo much wealth as to enable 
him to reiign his office, and commence baron himlelf. 

If a life of extravagance, and a ridiculous paflion for titles, was not fo univerfal 
a morn'll them j d they had more love for the arts and icicnccs j it they had a tafte for 
more elegant pleafures than horfes, equipages, and fervantscan afford ; if they could 
bring over from France Something more becoming than a Rill'carriage, anaffe&ed walk, 
a tafte for gaming, and a wretched jargon, the German nobles might be the happieft 
clafs of human beings. Almoft entirely independent, as the nature of the couftitution 
makes them, they might become, in the fulleft fenfe, the creators of the happinefs of 
their fubjefts, and in return receive their adoration. But they appear not to have fuf- 
ficient fenfibility to follow Rich a line of conduct. Nature takes her revenge, and the 
confequcnce of their idle extravagance at the court is, that their eftates run gradually in 
debt, and their refources vanifli. 

Auglburg is one of the oldeft towns in Germany, and one of the moll remarkable ol 
them,°as it is there, and at Nuremberg, that you meet with the oldeft marks of German 
art and induftry. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the commerce of this town 
was the moft extenfive of any part of fouth Germany, and contributed much to the civi¬ 
lization of the country, by the works of art, and variety of neceffaries to the comfort and 
convenience of life, which it was the means of introducing. Many things originated 
in this town, which have had a great influence on the happinefs of mankind. Not to 
mention the many important diets of the empire held here; here, in 952, did a council 
confirm the order for the celibacy of priefts j here, in 1530, was die confeflion of faith 
of the proteftants laid before the emperor, and other eftates of Germany, and here, in 
1 ^55, was figned the famous treaty of peace, by which religious liberty was fecured t,o 

Germany. . 

Many of the houfes are old and Ugly, and are built with fo little attention to the rules 
of modern tafte, that Winckelman renounced living in Germany after he had feen 
them ; but this is what the Englifli call peeviflmefs j and to be fo much taken up with 
beauty and form, as to be blind to every other confideration, is folly and vice. The 
houfes in Auglburg mud not be conlidered as Roman and Greek temples, but as monu¬ 
ments of the archTtechire of the times in which they were built. Whoever'confiders 
them in that light, and compares them with the houfes built at Lubeck and Nurem¬ 
berg in the fame century, will fee to what a much greater degree of magnificence Augf- 
hurg had arrived in thole early times. He will fee, too, a great deal of real beauty of 
proportion, uniformity, correfpondence of parts, &c. &c. 

The looks of the inhabitants of Auglburg have fomething very finking in them. 
They are a compound of the Suabian and Bavarian features. The proteftants arc moft 
1 like" the Suabians, and the catholics the Bavarians. It is an obfervation, which has 
been frequently made, and undoubtedly a true one, that you may diftinguilh a proteftant 
of Auglburg, from a catholic, by his looks and manner. Any perfon who goes into 
their refpective churches, will fee ftriking ehara&eriftical differences in the face. As 
the catholics are more catholic at Auglburg than in any other part of the world, and as 
the followers of ihe fcveral religions l'eidotn inter-marry, this difference may the more 
eafily be accounted for. 

The belt account of the fucceflive variations of the government of Auglburg, which 
is ariftocratical, is to be rnet with in D. LangemanteCs Hijlorie des Regiments dgr Stadt 
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Augsburg^ fol. and in P. von Stcltcn des altern Gefcbkhte von Augsburg , 2 vol. in 4to, 
which carry it down to the year 1649. 

The police of the place is very good, and though the town has no territory, it has no 
debts. The waterworks of Augfburg dcferve notice much more than thole of Marly, 
the mechanifm of them is much more fimple, and the advantage of them much more 
confpicuous. 

Augfburg is, however, no longer what it was. It no longer has a Fugger, and a 
Welfer in it, to lend the emperor millions. In this large and handfome town, formerly 
one of the greateft trading towns in Germany, there are no merchants at prefent to be 
found, who have capitals of more than 2o,oool. The others, moll; of whom mull have 
their coaches, go creeping on with capitals of 3 or 4,000!. and do the bufmefs of bro. 
kers and commiflioners. Some houfes, however, carry on a little banking trade, and 
the way through Tyrol, and Graubundten, occafions fome little exchange between this 
place and Germany. 

After thefe brokers and doers of bufinefs by commilfion, the engravers, ftatuaries, 
and painters, are the moll reputable of the labouring part of the city. Their productions, 
like the toys of Nuremberg, go every where. There are always fome people of genius 
amongft them ; but the fmall demand for their art affords them fo little encouragement, 
that to prevent ftarving, they are moftly confined to the fmall religious works’, which 
are done elfewhere by Capuchin monks. They furnilh all Germany with little pictures 
for prayer-books, and to hang in the citizens* houfes. Indeed the arts meet with little 
fupport in this country. The man of fafhion had much rather keep horfes and hounds, 
and a ufelefs train of fervants, by whom he is cheated, than provide for an ingenious 
artift, and even when, in obedience to falhion, he is compelled to make fome facrifice to 
genius, he refts no confidence in the abilities of his countryman. As he is feldom pof- 
leffed of tafte and difeernment himfelf; he is directed in his choice by the reputation of 
fome foreign artift, and leaves merit in his own country to ftarve. In other provinces- 
of Germany, matters appear to be no better ordered; Mengs, Winckelman, Gluck-, 
Haffe, Handel, and many others, were obliged to acquire reputation abroad, before their 
merits were acknowledged at home. 

There is an academy of arts inftituted here, under the protection of the magiflrates. 
It feems, however, like its patrons, to have no other aim than to produce good mecha¬ 
nics, and preferve the manufactures of the city. The fenate, for fome time pad, has 
been deliberating on fimilar projects, for the encouragement of induftry. As 1 take 
part in any improvement for focial happiuefs, I was extremely mortified to fee thefe in¬ 
tentions thwarted by the very governors of the town themfelves. 

The grounds of this ineonfiftent oppofition, arife in a great meafure from the form of 
government. The patricians, who, with a very finall addition of the mercantile part, 
govern the town ariftocratically, cannot bear to fee the plebeian enabled by his induftry 
to carry his head above them. Though they extol induftry in the fenate, they hate and 
perfecute it inthe worklhop. One Sliulin, who has made his fortune by a great cotton- 
work, is a lamentable example of this duplicity. As the millions his induftry has 
brought, allow him to live more fplendidly than the patricians with empty titles, he is be¬ 
come the object of their 1110ft furious perfecution *. 

* Mr* Nicolai is oF a different opinion, he fays that the burghers take grett psrt in the government, 
and that this k one of the free imperial cities in which there is moft liberty^ infinitely more than at Nurem¬ 
berger Ulna, 
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This dofpicahle policy lakes its origin in the general corruption of the country. 
Nine-tenths of t j ie inhabitants are the mod infamous rafcals imaginable, fellows, who, on. 
the leaft fignal, are ready to cut one another’s throats on account of religion; who 
fnernl their week’s wages every Sunday in ale-houfes, and never reflect on the greatuefs 
of thru’ predeceifors, but when the liquor is fermenting in their brain. I have told you 
already, that the government is partly catholic and partly protettant. Upon the whole, 
the catholics tnay, L believe, be mere numerous than the proteflants. It is quite imped* 
fible to give any idea of all the ridiculous incidents occafioned by the religious difputes. 
Every day produces fome unexpected occurrence, which makes one both laugh and 
complain. They never brulh a cobweb from a public building, without mingling reli¬ 
gion in the bufmefs. The catholics, who are more zealous than the proteflants, fup- 
port a comroverbal preacher here, as they do in all the towns, where the religion is of 
the mixed kind. This man, at certain times, Tets one half of Augfburg a laughing, the 
other a -raving. He who fills this part at prefent, is an ex-jefuit; who is of one the belt 
comedians of the kind I have feen. The excelfive poverty and indolence of the people, 
make them regardlefs of their own rights. The ariftoeracy would not be fo powerful 
if the people had more underflanding and attachment to their conflitution. But liber¬ 
ty is no dearer to them than the ebaftity of their daughters, whom their canons, whofe 
incomes are about 200I. per annum, pur chafe every year by dozens. 

The other tenth of the inhabitants confills of fome patrician families, amongfl: whom 
there are fome very polite people, of the merchants, artifts and clergy. But there is too 
much idle extravagance amongfl even the moft prudent, and too many jealoulies about 
them alf for true patriotifm to take root amongfl them. This town, which is nine miles 
and a half in circumference, contains hardly thirty thoufand people*, and their collective 
capital fcarcely exceeds 1,5oo,ocol.' fo that their yearly decreafe becomes more 
and more apparent. If fome fortunate circum(lances do not arife, another century will 
fee them reduced to abfolute beggary. 

The more modern part of this town is truly beautiful; and the fenate houfe Is one or 
the handfomeft buildings that I have feen in all my travels. One would believe, that 
in proportion as the internal refources had diminifhed, the magiflracy had become more 
attentive to external decoration. But it is as with the falfe bloom on a courtezan’s 
cheek, it may beguile the paffing ftranger, but whoever fees her at her toilet will foon be 
undeceived. A fhort time fince, on the publication of an order for the water fpouts, 
which ufed to fpout the water upon the ftreets, and injure the pavement, to be in future 
carried through their houfes, a company of merchants entered a protcfl, beginning with 
thefe words: “ The Romans were not arrived at the pinnacle of their greatnefs when the 
Appian way was made.” I know not whether the writer of the remonftrance was in jeft; 
but, as the common proverb fays, “ that every comparifon is lame,” this is fo indeed. 

The city has its drinking water from the river Lech, which runs at fome diflance 
from it. The aqueducts which convey the water are much to be admired. As the court 
of Bavaria has it in its power to cut off this mdifpenfible necefiary; by threatening the 
town with doing fo, it often lays it under contribution. But as it has, befides this, other 
means of keeping the high council in a ftate of dependance, to fecure itfelf from this 
oppreflion, the city feeks the emperor’s protection, upon whom it makes itfelf as de¬ 
pendant on the other fide, fo as to be indeed only a ball, which both courts play with. 
The emperor’s minifler to the circle of Suabia, generally refides here, and by fo doing 
fecures to his court a perpetual influence. There are always Auflrian and Pruffian re¬ 
cruiting parries quartered here, and the partiality of the government to the former is very 

* Mr. Nicholas makes them 34 or 35,000. and fays there arc z8,oco hiiiifcs. 
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remarkable. Intlie war of 1756, the citizens were divided into equal parlies for the 
two courts. '1 he catholics confidere'd the Emperor as their god; and the proteli ants 
did the lame by the King of Pruflia. The flame of religion had aim oft kindled a 
bloody civil war among ft thejn. 

The bifliop takes his name from this town ; but refides at Dillingen. He has an 
income of about ao,oool. per annum. As a proof of the catholicifm of this place, 
the pope, throughout his whole prog refs, met no wherewith fuch honours as he did 
here. This he owed to his friends the jeluits, who have flill great influence. 

LETTER VII. 

Ai/gsh:;rg. 

OF all the circles of the empire, Suabia is the moll divided; it contains four eccle- 
fiaftic, and thirteen lay principalities, nineteen independent prelacies and abbeys, twenty 
fix-earldoms and lordfhips, and thirty-one free cities. The prime directors of the cir¬ 
cle, as they are termed, are the Bifhop of Con fiance, and the Duke of Wirtemberg, 
which laft has the foie direction of ail that relates to war. 

The mixture of the various forts of-government and religious feCts, the opprefiion cx- 
ercifed by the great on the leffer, the game confhmtlv played by the emperor, who 
poflefles many pieces of detached country in Suabia, which depend not on the circle, 
and can, in confequence of his privileges as Archduke of Aullria, extend his poffef- 
fions in it by various ways, are circumfiances which give the cultivation of the country, 
and the character of the inhabitants, a molt extraordinary call. In feveral of the poll 
towns where you flop, you fee the higheft degree of cultivation in the midft of the mod 
favage wildneis, a great degree of knowledge and polifh of manners, mixed with the 
grofleft ignorance and fuperflition; traces of liberty, under the deepeft oppreifion; 
national pride, together with the contempt and negleCt of the native country; in flioft, 
all the locial qualities in linking contra ft, and oppofition to each other. 

Thofe parts of Suabia which belong to the greater potentates, fuch a& Wirtemberg, 
Auflria, and Baden, are certainly the moll improved. The whole of Suabia may com¬ 
prehend about nine hundred Iquare miles, and two millions of people. More than 
half of thefe are f objects of the three above mentioned houfes, though they do not own, 
by a great deal, one half the land. 

If the ftnall German lords would reflrain themfelves within due bounds, if they 
would not appear greater than they really are, if they were more affectionate to their 
iiibjects, if they were not infenfible to the fofter feelings of hp manky, and fo hoftile to 
the mufes and graces, the very linallnefs of thefe ftates might conllitute their happinefs. 
For although a fmall country mu ft necefiariiy part with fome money to procure what 
it wants from abroad, yet if the governor does not require many luxuries, a prudent 
ceconomy and management will keep this within due bounds. Befides, as molt of the 
fovereigns in this part of the world are catholics, and the rich foundations in the neigh¬ 
bourhood lay open to their younger fons, they are not incumbered with the care of 
making other provifion for them. Many of themfelves too belong to the church, and 
their preferments there might prevent their laying any burthens on their fubjefls. But 
the bappinefs of their people is never the ftudy of thefe gentlemen ; who, from the want 
of family ties, confider themfelves as unconnected with the country, and think their 
only bufinefs is to aCt like generals in an enemy’s land, and plunder what they can. 
Were it not for this, their exemption from fupporting any military eflablifliments, the 
eafe with which a fmall county may be governed, the diftartce from the political dif- 
traClions of the greater Hates, the fecurity that the other powers of Germany cannot 
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play the great conqueror over them, and many other circumftances, might be improv¬ 
ed into bleflings on thefe fmall focieties. 

The courts of Stutgard and Carlfmhe are the only ones I'have met with, which 
feemed to have any fenfe of the duty of making the fubjeX happy. The reft appear 
vain enough to conceive their people creatcd for them, not themfeives for their people. 
The treafurers.of thefe petty lords, with feme of whom I was well acquainted, make a 
very effential difference between the interefls of the court and thofe of the people; and 
though the fubjeX is under no apprehenfion, as 1 have faid, of grofs tyranny, yet he 
is by no means fafe front having his pocket picked by the nicer operations of finance. . 

The education of moft of thefe lords is fo thoroughly neglefted, as hardly to admit 
of better hopes. It is almoft universally in the hands of priells. Part of thefe are 
monks, whofe knowledge is in a manner all wrapped up in their cowls, and part are 
young abbes, who are jult come from fchool, and only feek to make their fortunes by 
the connexions of their pupils. The monk teaches that a reverence to Saint Francis, 
BenediX, or Ignatius, a regular attendance on mafs, the telling beads, and giving alms 
to monafteries, are ©bj efts which will make amends for many tranfgreffions of another 
kind. 

LETTER VIII. 

Munich . 

THE road from Auglburg to Munich, lies through Dachau, vvhich is two raiies from 
Augfburg and Nymphenburg. Great part of the country, which you fee on this road 
is entirely uncultivated. There was a project to bring the Memnonites from the Pa¬ 
latinate to cultivate it, but failed, becaufe the court confefibr exclaimed againft any in¬ 
troduction of different religions. The buildings at Nymphenburg are magnificent, and 
deferve to be viewed. 

Thecaflie of Nymphenburg was began in 1663, by the Electrefs Adelaide, confer? 
of the Elector Ferdinand Maria ; but much has been added to it by the lucceeding 
electors. Many things are worth looking at in the palace ; and the gardens are the 
largeft in Germany; but what is moft remarkable, are the rooms which contain the 
picture of the fixteen miftreffes of the Elector Maximilian Emanuel, and the Emperor 
Charles the Seventh. The public exhibition of thefe portraits is an offence to public 
manners, which has not, perhaps, its like in Europe. 

In the gardens there is a cloyfter of nuns of Notre Dame, and under the fame roof, 
parted only by a wall, an hofpice of capuchin friars. This cuftorn of building convents 
and cloyfters near each other, was very common in the tenth century. 

There is a china manufacture here, but it feems fallen to decay. 

On my arrival at the inn, a pretty hoftefs flopped up, looked me very fufpicioufly 
in the face, and put feveral queltions; which, for want of fufficient drill in her pro¬ 
vincial dialect, I could anfwer but by halves. As I cannot endure to be much quef- 
tioned by innkeepers, I defiled her, fomewhat roughly, to let me know, without any 
more ceremony, whether I could lodge and board in her houfe for feme days ? With 
a great deal of difficulty, fhe at lift gave me to underftand, that fhe had taken me for 
a lew, and had fworn to feme faint or other never to entertain a Jew. 1 was, as you 
may fuppofe, near leaving the houfe; an explanation, however, took place, and the 
next day, after my beard, which was rather of the longelt, had been taken oft, we 
were fully reconciled, and have agreed very well ever fince. 
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In my way hither, I hole fufficient time to remark, that the agriculture of this part 
of the country is not in fo improved a ftate as even that of Suabia. I faw feveral 
Suabian villages, which deferred the appellation of towns much more than feme of the 
milerable holes I have met with fmce my arrival in Bavaria. There are fix of thefe 
about Munich, in which the wide fcattered houfes are Jar more numerous than the in¬ 
habitants. 

I am ftill too little acquainted with this court and country, to be able to fay any thing 
confidently about either. But as I propofe Hopping here Come time, fiiali impart to 
you, in due order, the refult of my enquiries. In the mean time, as I am a diligent 
frequenter of the German theatre, I feel a defire to entertain you, as far as my ability 
yet goes, with a ftate of the dramatic part of German literature. 

Thofe who underftand German, perceive even at Strafburg, that Germany has, for 
1 'ome years paft, been ftruck with a rage lor theatrical exhibitions. The bookfellers’ 
ftiops are from time to time over-run with new plays arid theatrical almanacks; anti 
writings of the dramatic kind, always occupy a third part in the catalogues of new 
books. Dramatic poetry is certainly thehigheft fpecies of poetry, as hiftorical painting 
is the higheft fpecies of painting; nor can any thing be more ufeful than to represent 
man in his various characters, and fituations, with truth and juftice. But fuch men 
as appear at prefent in molt of the German plays, are rarely met with in the world ; 
and when here and there fuch do make their appearance, the police of the place, if 
there is any police, takes the charge of them upon iifelf, and lodges them in Bedlam, 
ora workhoufe. 

You muft know, my dear brother, that the characters molt frequently on the 
German ft age, are frantic lovers, parricides, highwaymen, minifters, miftreffes, and 
men of fafhion, with their pockets full of daggers and poiion, melancholy and raving 
men of all forts, and incendiaries, and grave-diggers. Perhaps you will not believe 
me, but I could name to you above twenty pieces, the chief characters in which are 
mad, and where the poet has endeavoured to exhibit his forte in the difplay of folly, 
and di ft raft ion of mind. 1 afl’ure you too, upon my honour, that that part of the 
German public with which I have had the honour to be acquainted hitherto, admire, 
and molt violently applaud thofe feenes which fliew the madman in his wildeft tranf- 
ports. There are plays in which the chief character fucceffively murders from twelve 
to fifteen people ; and by way of crowning the meritorious deed, plants a dagger in 
his own breaft. It is a faft, that the pieces which have mo ft madmen and murderers 
in them, meet with the greateft approbation; nay, feveral aftors and aftrelfes have 
complained to me how difficult they found it to invent new ways of dying on the ftage. 
It muft be difficult, for there are feenes in which the principal performers muft re¬ 
main for half an hour in the laft agonies, uttering broken words, and under continued con- 
vulfione, and it is certainly no eafy talk to fuftain fuch a death with propriety. I have 
often feen no lefs than five people at once dying on the German ftage, one ringing 
out his knell with his feet, another with his arms, a third with his belly, and a fourth 
with his head, whilft the pit feemed agonizing with joy, elpecially if the /port lafted, 
and clapped every convulfive movement. 

The next in rank on the German ftage after the madmen and murderers, are drunk¬ 
ards, foldiers, and watchmen. Thefe characters correfpond too much with the na¬ 
tional humour not to be welcome to the audience. But why the phi gmatic Germans, 
who are troubled with fo few violent paffions, and delight fo .little in defperate tranf- 
actions, and tragical events, fiiould take fuch plcafure in the dagger and bowl, is not 
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at firft fo eafily accounted for. Let us fee what is to be faid for the audience and the 

* 1 On the part of the public it may arife from ignorance of life and manners. The 
different claffes of people do not mingle fo much in the German towns as they do in 
France. To every thing which belongs to nobility, or which has the name of nobility, 
or is in any way attached to the court, the German in middle life can have no accefs. 
His knowledge of life, and tafte for focial pleafures is much more confined than that of 
our people; nor does he, like the inhabitants of a moderately large French town, 
enter into the innumerable incidents and accidents of common life. This want of 
intereft in ufual virtues and vices, this infenfibiiity to the little events of ordinary life, 
oblige the German to look for ftrong emotions and caricatures to entertain him on 
the ftage; whereas the Frenchman is contented with a piece of a much finer wrought 
plot, and willingly fees the people he lives and is acquainted with, reprefented on the 
ftage. The Saxon dramas are not fo monftrous and extravagant as thofe which are exhi¬ 
bited in the weftern and fouthern parts of Germany, becaufe a more enlightened moral¬ 
ity, and a freer intercourfe than there is here, obtains in that part of the country, and 
confequently the picture of a feene in common life is more ftriking than it can be 
here. In general the majority in this part of the country con flits more of mob than- 
in France, and the mob, you know, are notorious for running to fee an execution or 
a funeral. 

On the part of the poets, the extravagance arifes from a variety of different caufes. 
Moft of the prefent writers for the German drama are as ignorant as the mob, of the- 
fprings which actuate mankind. Many of them are ftudents, who are (till at fchool, 
or jult come from it, and have chofen play writing for their trade. Thefe perfons, 
who have never feen any thing, fit in their chimney corner, and enveloped in the 
fumes of their tobacco, invent whatever happens to come uppermoft. Their crea¬ 
tures have, confequently, neither beauty, ft)ape, grace, or proportion; but are 
either men without heads, or barbarians. The writers of this clafs, who aim at no¬ 
thing but getting their bread by gratifying the public, write tragedy, becaufe it is molt: 
ear/; for, independently of the affiftance which may be derived from the marvellous, 
it is always eafier to write a good tragedy than an equally good comedy. 

Another fet of writers for the bufkio, fuffer themfelves to be led away by the tafte- 
of the times. A few years ago one Goethe, of whofe works you mull certainly have 
feen tranflations, brought out a piece, which, although it has very great beauties in 
it, is, upon the whole, the moft extravagant that ever was a&ed. To give you an 
idea of it, I need not fay more than the fubjeft is, the peafant war under the Emperor 
Maximilian, and that the burning of villages, firing towns, kc. &c. are reprefented 
in it to the life. This piece, which is called Gots of Berlichingen, with the iron 
hand , has, norwitbftanding the great outcry for it, not yet been exhibited on the 
ftage, becaufe the infinite changes of the fcenery, and the incredible heap of machi¬ 
nery, and decoration neceffary, are too expenfive, and would make the performance 
too long. Goethe is undoubtedly a genius, and I have feen other pieces of his, 
which mew that he can draw men in common life, and walking on their legs, as well 
thofe who ftand on their heads. His Elvin and Elmire is an exquifite little opera, and 
there is much merit, though with feme excrefcencies, in his Clavigo, a tragedy on the 
fubjeS, you know, of Beaumarchais* adventures in Spain. Goethe, however, has 
had too many imitators. His Gots of Berliehingen was a kind of magic wand, which, 
with a fingle ftroke, produced a hundred geniufes out of nothing. Blind to the real 
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beauties of the original, his imitators have endeavoured to diflmguilh thernfelves, hj 
copying his extiavagancies. As in Gots of Berliehingen the fcenerv is frequently 
changed, it is now necefl'ary for the poet to carry the fpcQator through every part of 
the town. Goethe was rather iaviih of executions in his pieces; and now there arc 
innumerable hangmen on the ftage. Shakefpear, whom Goethe, probably from whim, 
or.with the vievv to draw the attention of his countrymen to that great poet, propofed 
as his example in his Gots, became inftantly the idol of the German dramatic writers; 
hu l not that Shakeipear, who, like Raphael, paints man as he is, under every cir- 
cumilance, and exprefles every movement of the mu fries and nerves, and every emo¬ 
tion of the paflions; but he, who, for want of fullicient acquaintance with originals, 
and due education, gives himfeif up to his own wild whims, Hies over ages and coun¬ 
tries, and worlds, and in the purfuitofhis fludtuatmgobje&s, does not trouble himfeif 
about either unity or order. An hiftorical painter may fail in what is called la compqft- 
lion dugroupe^ or harmony of the piece, and feveral other things, and yet merit great 
praife for his excellence in the delineation of fingle figures; but the fchotar who copies 
thefe faults, is truly to be pitied. 

Rules, it is true, do not fetter a genius; he either wears them like wreaths of 
flowers, unconltrained, eafdy and gracefully; or, when he does not know the value 
of this ornament, and will come forth in his own wildnefs, makes up for the omiffion, 
by the vigour with which he lays hold of his object. But fuch untraclable geniufes 
are very fcarce, and not the proper objects of his imitation. England, or rather we 
may fay all Europe, has produced but one Shakefpear during many centuries. The 
gr-eateft number of arlifts are doomed to acquire reputation Tay itudy, and rules have 
been made-to regulate that ftudy. 

This ridiculous tafte of defiring to excel by the neglect of order and rules, by the 
affectation of extravagance, unnatural events, abominable grimaces, and pitiful dif- 
figuralions, has fince this time infected every department of literature and the arts. 
We fee crouds of young pretenders to genius, who, in their different walks, in mufic, 
painting, and other parts of poetry, think to acquire fame by departing from the 
eltablilhed rules, and giving up itudy. But the ancients thought otherwife on this 
fubjedt, and the works which they have left behind, will never be eclipfed by thefe 
weak and pretended originals. Virgil, it is well known, compared his produriions to 
the unformed cub of a bear, which could only receive its proper fhape by frequent 
licking; and it is eafy to fee, by the writings of Terence and Plautus, that they were 
not finilhed over a pipe of tobacco. You know that Shakefpear has now, for fonie 
time pall, had his partizans amongft us; but his extravagance will not fo eafily be 
adopted for a rule; and though Arnaud has opened the way for monlters on our ftage, 
as yet they appear too feldom for there to be any danger of our feeing our old friends 
and acquaintance in common life baniflied by them. 

This corrupt tafte has produced a wonderful revolution in the German language. 
When we read the writings of Gefner, Wieland, and Lefling, we perceive that it was 
improving under their culture, and would gradually have received the polifli and per¬ 
fection which are indifpcnfably neceffary to make it claflicat. But thefe new geniufes 
have not been finished with the mutilatipn of fingle words, but have contradted whole 
periods in the fame manner. They have abolilhed all conjunctions and coimtdlives of 
every kind. In many aft’ the more modern works, the fentences are all feparate, like 
the iepara-j ~‘jata of an oracle; nor are any flops or divifiom ad niitel, except full 
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venting new words to exprefs his new ideas; in fhort, you would burft with laughter 
if you were to read fome literary productions of Germany, which pafs with many for 
matter-pieces. 

When I fay this, I do not mean to be underftood to affirm, that there are no perfons 
of better tafte in Germany than thofe I have been deferibing; but they are overtalked, 
becaufe they are the fmatlett number, and attempt only to convince by moderation 
and reafon, whilft the others ftun them with noife. It was but yefterday that I faw a 
new piece, entitled 4 Quick before any one knows it,’ which was remarkable for the 
fimplicity of the fable, the truth of the chnrafters, and the chaftcnefs of its dialogue , 
and 1 have feen other comedies and tragedies equally good ; but the pit mutt have mad- 
nefs, and murder, and trumpets, and thunder, and the actors only interpofe fuch a 
piece, in order to have time to recover their breath, and recruit for frefli raptures of 
infanity. 

This is the£ixth company of comedians I have feen in Germany. You will wonder 
perhaps at fo many in fo finall a traft; but you mutt know, that for feveral years part, 
innumerable fmall ttrolling companies patrole Germany as they do in Spain and Eng¬ 
land : they ereft their ftages in the barns, or in the cow-houfes of villages, or market 
towns, and borrow the mayor’s night-gown and flippers, to play Julius Ceefar in his 
toga, or, which is the fame thing to them, to reprefent a fultan. I faw four of thefe 
companies in Suabia. They are made up chiefly of vagabond ftudents, and idle, dif- 
folute mechanics, who are alternately afters and foldiers, fometimes in the work-houfe, 
and fometimes in the hofpital. The company which is here at prefect is of a fuperior 
kind. All the members of it are in the pay of the court, which receives the entrance 
money. They are almoft all elegant, well-bred people, and went far beyond my ex¬ 
pectations in their performance. I do not know above three or four theatres in France 
which are preferable to this. The aftors enjoy the fociety of the firft people of the 
court, and have opportunities of poll filing their manners. How ridiculous it is, that 
the prefent etiquette of Germany fhould refufe this advantage to the poet, who has as 
much to gain by it as the comedian. 

This company is under the direction of Mr. Marchand, of whom I had heard a 
great deal at Strafburg, where he played For feveral years before he had any regular 
engagement. He is now at Manheim, where he is engaged at a large falary as ma¬ 
nager of the court theatre. I was extremely happy in a perfonal acquaintance with 
him. He is a man of the world, very lively and intelligent, and has contrived to make 
a capital of 4000I. by his performances in the cities on the Upper Rhine. This gen¬ 
tleman told me how much pains he had taken, when he came to the management, to 
let his company on a different footing from mod of German companies of"comedians 
at that time. He employed only regular bred men, paid them with great punctuality, 
and as regularly difeharged them, when they were guilty of any irregularity. By thefe 
means, he and his company obtained the refpeft of the public, who at firft confidered 
players as difreputabie perfons. For a long time Mr. Marchand guided the public 
tafte. He exhibited only tranflations of the moft feieft French and Englifh pieces, and 
the very bell originals of his own country, with a mixture of fome of our operas, 
which, excepting at Paris, were no better performed than by his company.—Sudden¬ 
ly, however, the rage for tragedy and monfters prevailed ; after long ft niggling againft 
it, he was at Iaft obliged to yield to the ftream. As the lungs of his aftors were only 
accuftomed to the ordinary tones of fpeech, and could not go through the ftrong con- 
vulfive movements of the new l’chool, he was obliged, on his arrival at Munich, to 
procure a new fet accuftomed to howlings, laying dead, &c. &c. It is probable, how- 
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ever, that the prefent rage is only a temporary paroxyim of the ftage fever, which will 
in time give way to better tafleand founder judgment. Farewell. 

LETTER IS. 

Munich. 

YOU require too much of me; though I very well conceive that you mud natu¬ 
rally wifli - to have a particular knowledge of this court and country; for, independent¬ 
ly of our former connection with Bavaria, the Palatinate is the mod powerful date in 
Germany, next to Auftria and Brandenburg, or at lead from its internal refources 
ihould be fo; and befides, the geographical fituation of the country will always make 
its rnader of confequence to whatever fide he joins, in cafe of a rupture between France 
and the Emperor. 1 will therefore do what I can ; but I lliall flay here too Ihort a 
time to give you entire fatIsfaClion. The del'criptioA of Munich by Profeffor Weften- 
rieden, though not void of faults, is one of the few works of this kind calculated to 
give fatisfaclion. Every traveller flioukl have it. The belt hiftory of Munich is that 
by Mr. Bergman, in one volume folio. There is alfo an Italian traCton the fubjeCt, 
by Bianconi; but it does not contain much. 

This court is at prefent fo enveloped in a thick and motley-coloured crowd of mi- 
niflers, counfellors, intendauts, and commanders, .that one cannot well get at, nor 
even fee it; nor have 1 yet been abte to make any particular acquaintance with our 
minifter here, who undoubtedly knows how things are. I lliall therefore deferibe the 
court to you, partly from the information of feme of its dependants, and partly from 
a few of my own obfervations, which have hitherto been made from a diltance.—-As 
far as the court is connected with the country, its character is to be judged of by the 
laws and regulations dined from time to time. 

The elector is one of the bell tempered men in the world. He is of a mild, facial, 
lively difpofition, not at all dillruftful or fufpicious, and fo little inclined to feverity, 
that, upon a reformation having become lieceflary in his court at Munich, he appoint* 
ed the Count Goldflein, his prime minifter at Dufleldorf, to carry on the requifite mea- 
fures with vigour, and went himfelfta Italy, that The reform might not be retarded by 
the prayers and .felicitations of thofe difeharged from office, which he was diffident of 
being able to withftand. A difa^reeable marriage, contracted in his youth, led him 
into irregularities. The children he has had in confequence, he has raifed, at a very 
heavy expence, to be counts of the empire. In his more advanced life, the gentlenefs 
of his fpirit, and the recollection of his former errors, have opened the way for piety 
into his -heart; which of itfelf would be a bleffing to the country, were it not, that it 
gives the pried hood more influence than it Ihould have. 

As to t his learning, he is reported able in feveral faiences, particularly in mathema¬ 
tics, and fpeaks French, Italian, and Englifli. But the fine arts are his forte, and he 
has facrificed liberally to them, tlis orcheftra and opera are the belt in Europe, next 
fo thofe of Naples and Turin; and his magnificent collection of prints, antiques, and 
other things, are perpetual monuments of his friendffiip for the mufes. 

I have heard that an Englifli gentleman at Manheim paid him the compliment to fay, 
that * He deferved to be a private gentleman.’ Certainly this is the moft favourable 
thing which can be laid of this prince, who is entirely deftitute of that ftrength of 
character and refolution, which are indifpenfibly neceffary to govern fo ferocious a 
people as the Bavarians. As he is wanting in knowledge of mankind, he thinks 
favourably of all thofe who are about him, and this fubjeCts him to conltant deception, 
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When I take my eyes off this great perfonage himfelf, to look round for the perfon 
of next confequence, and who has the greatefl influence, I feel myfelf in the dark, and 
know not whom to flmnble on. There is a lord high lleward, a lord treafurer, a 
chancellor, a parcel of privy counfellors, a father conieffor, and fome women, who 
have divided the court filtered aniongft them, and mutually guaranteed each other’s 
'lhare. He who could fee things as they are, and would trace every intrigue back to 
its origin, would And the firft movers of the machine in a monk's cowl or a petti¬ 
coat. 

Of the mifehiefs which may be done by priefts and women, when they gain the aC- 
cendancy, we have had fufficier.t examples in our own court. But thefe fell far fhort 
of the evils which are occalioned by them here, notwith(landing that the fpoils of 
whole provinces have been expended on the capricious defires of a mi ft refs; a cafe 
which happened in France. The reafon of this difference is, that we are not without 
fii m patriots, *who oppofe admiuiftrations, and often reform what others have corrupt¬ 
ed. But it is loft labour to look for a patriot at this court; or if you find one, his pa-‘ 
triotifm confines itfelf to filent unavailing murmurs. 

Of the general maxims, or leading principles of the people of this court, I can fay 
but little to you. Immediate fclf-intereft is apparently the purfuit of every one; or 
if they do profefs any principles, they are certainly the inoft pliant and verfatile in the 
world. Indeed if we may judge by the way of thinking of inferiors,- of the fentiments 
of their fuperiors, many of the principal people of this court have adopted the moil 
execrable theory in politics: for inftance, that religion ferves .only for the purpofe of 
keeping the crowd of mankind (laves to them;—that a courtier tnull put on the ex¬ 
ternals of religion, but leave the practice to the vulgar;—that men are by nature 
wicked, feditious, turbulent, and only to be governed by being kept in perpetual fer- 
vitude, and not permitted to ufe their faculties ;—finally, that too much knowledge js 
dangeious, and that the great hold their rights over the people immediately from God, 
are no ways accountable for their conduct, nor under any obligation to their fubjefts. 
Wretched and miferable fentiments! originally propagated by thofe who do not un- 
derftand Machiavel’s prince, or who do not confider what he has advanced on the 
other fide of the queftion in his difeourfes op. I.ivy. 

You. will fee by this {ketch, that this court is not at all more advanced than thofe of 
Spain and Portugal. The prince, though fincerely inclined, can do nothing for the 
real welfare of his people; for the channels by which he fhould communicate with 
them are (topped up. Under the lad government the minifter fold offices publicly, and 
now they are given away at the gaming table. There are numerous examples of peo¬ 
ple who have not been able to procure promotion, other wife than by lofing certain 
fums of money to certain ladies. Every thing here is venal. A few years ago, a 
certain minifter of this court would have fold half Bavaria to the Houfe of Auftria, if 
the Pruffian and Ruffian courts, and the minifter of the court of Deux-Ponts, had not 
prevented the purchafe. In every project propofed, a final! part only is intended for 
any good purpofe; the greater part has the intereft of the projector in view. 

How indeed is it poffible that a court, in which the higheft places are to be obtained 
by high birth merely, or family connections, by mopey, or the intereft of women and 
priefts, fhould have thofe fundamental rules, or have that political confutation, which 
is necelfary for the people’s happinefs ? The prince’s love of (hew r , is as remarkable as 
his goodnefs of heart; and both together induce him to think, that he is obliged to 
fupport an idle and uielefs nobility. Hence whilft other governments are ufing every 
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effort to cut off and reduce the exorbitant privileges of this clafs of men, and to rate 
them only according to their real fer vices, this court confiders it as its duty to pamper 
and feed them, in holy idlenefs, like the frogs of Latona, or the geefe of the capitol, 
at the expence ol the ftate. Would you think that there is, at this very time, a pro¬ 
ject on foot for inflituting a new province of Knights of Malta in Bavaria, which will 
coft millions: It is not merit, but nobility only, which will have any claim to this rich 
foundation. Whether the Chriflian purpofe of perfecuting the Saracens, or rather a 
particular predilection for this order has engaged the eleCtor in it, I cannot tell; but 
thus far is certain, that the furns fpent by the knights during their noviciate at fea (or 
rather at the gaming-table and revelling in the ifland of Malta) could be fpent at 
home more profitably for their native country. But the lets advantage the Rate has to 
expeCt from this new inftitution, the more certainly it will be concluded on. The only 
thing that can flop it, is the confederation of where the funds for this purpofe are to 
be had. In the mean time, I could mention to you the names of a hundred placemen 
to be found in the Court Calendar, whe-fe duty I defy any man on earth to find out. 
Be it fufficient as a fpccimen to tell you, that this court keeps a Great Admiral for two 
or three fhips on the Rhine. 

Every thing here is calculated for lhew. The army confifts of about thirty regi¬ 
ments, in which, notwithftanding the prefent defign of completing them, there are not 
eighteen thoufand men. One fourth part at lead are officers, 'among!! whom there 
are feveral general nekl-marfhals. The titles and embroidered clothes of the inhabi¬ 
tants by no means fecure a ftranger from their begging from him. Yeflerday 1 went 
to fee the handfome Jefuit church, where, that I might not appear an idle fpe&ator, 
I knelt down by fome people in a pew; immediately a man, whom I had imagined 
from his drefs to be a perfon of confequence, moved nearer to me, prefented me with 
a pinch of fnuff, and after fome remarks on the beauty of the building, entered circum- 
ilantially into a complaint of his neceffities, and requefted charity of me. The fame 
thing had already happened to me in another church, where the beggar was a very 
well dreffed woman. The police, which is fo attentive to light, and keep the town 
dean, is in a manner obliged to permit thieves and pick-pockets to beg at the gates of 
the town, as it knows not how to find them employment Or bread. 

This deficiency in true and fixed principles of government, this love of fhew, this 
confufion of employment, from the too great number of ufelefs, unpatriotic, idle de¬ 
pendants,-occafion hourly contradictions in the internal politics. Some little time fince 
the minifter, who had perhaps read Beccaria when he was half afleep, or had heard that 
capital puniflimenls and the torture were abolifhed in Pruffia, Ruffia, and Auftria, af¬ 
fected the fame fpirit of philofophy. However, it foon appeared to be but an affectation, 
for the thieves, murderers, and highwaymen, became foon fo numerous,' that an edict 
quickly appeared, which expofed in the moft glaring manner, the total incapacity of the 
court. This ediCt flated that, “ however mild the prince was in Ins difpofition, and how¬ 
ever firmly refolved he had been to imitate the example of other powers, by introducing 
humane laws, he found himfelf notwithftanding conftrained to fuffer the old punifhments 
of hanging, breaking on the wheel, impaling, burning, and torturing to go forward as 
prescribed by the Caroline code.” Strange confeffion! But why has not the mildnefs 
of the penal laws in Pruffia, Ruffia, and Auftria, been attended with the fame confe- 
qucnces which overfet the new fyflem in Bavaria ? From no other reafon than becaufe 
thefe powers have a firm, well concerted, and connected fyftem of government, which 
this court only copied in appearance, whilfl her real conduct and adminiftration was 
to totally 
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totally diffontmt to this philofophy. There were no pains taken to con-eft the people of 
their inclination to theft and robbery, by good education, improved morals, and en¬ 
couragement to induftry. But finely the fix millions which are to be thrown away 011 
the new Malta bufinefs, might have been much better employed in the ereftion of 
fchools, and houfes of induftry, for the purpofe offaving and reforming fo many thou- 
fands of men. And are not the furaptuous opera houfes, the expenfive colleftions of 
curiofittes, the palaces, gardens, and innumerable fwarms of glittering fervants, a 
reproach to the court ? and do they not Ihew that the property of the fubjefts is in bad 
hands? 

The ecclefi attics of this place are much divided at prefent. The fame parties obtain 
here, which, by their heat and virulence to each other, drew fo much notice in France. 

The ex-jefuits, with their adherents, are fupported by the eleftor’s confeffor, who is 
one of their number ; and at the head of the Benediftines are feme very rich prelates, 
who make their way into the cabinet with gold, by means of mercenary fervants, and 
ladies of the court. " Some of them, if I am not miftaken, are members of the eftates of 
the country; but this gives them but little weight with a prince fo jealous of his au¬ 
thority, that he has hitherto delayed taking the preferibed oaths in the alfemblies of the 
Hates/ 'However it is believed that they will get the better of the jefuits, as gold is all 
powerful here. What the country will gain or lofe by this I know- not. The Bene¬ 
diftines are like other monks, though nctio opinionated and implacable as their enemies, 
the jefuits. 

The intolerance of the jefuits, who have now for a long time governed the eleftor, 
has been very prejudicial to the Palatinate. The proteftants make at lead one half of 
the inhabitants of this country, and have many treaties of peace, and public ftipulations 
granted for their fecurity. In every ftnte they make the belt of citizens; as their re¬ 
ligious doctrines are confonant to the founded politics, and their priefthood is never, at 
variance with the civil power. Notwithftanding this, they are expofed to every fpecies 
of oppreffion, and the court feems to make a merit of rooting out this moll valuable 
part of its fubjefts; whom, being blinded by the falfe arguments of the priefts, it con- 
fiders as weeds in the (late garden. The hypocrites difguife their perfecuting fpirit under 
the appearance of political zeal, and endeavour to perfuade the prince, that unity of re¬ 
ligion is as etfential to every ftate, as unity of fovereignty. In a proclamation for the 
fuppreffion- of a fmall, but very elegant poem againft intolerance, I met with thefe words: 
“ The authoi is defirous of introducing into catholic Bavaria, a mixture of religions 
very dangerous to the ftate.” But let the court contemplate, or rather I ftiould fay, 
'would it had eyes to fee how many falutary confequences this mixture of religions has 
had in Holland, and how great the difference is between catholic Bavaria, and the coun¬ 
try in which there are about thirty different fefts. 

It was the fame affeftation of political zeal, that made the jefuits in France ufe fuch 
ftrong efforts to get the edict of Nantes revoked. They accuHomed Lewis 5 IV. from 
his childhood to conGder the reformed church as the fecret enemy of the crown and the 
ftate, and falfely charged on its peaceable fubjefts that fpirit of perfecution, which they 
themfelves alone poffefled. Our court has now difeovered that the jefuits were greater 
enemies to France than the reformed church; but at a time when we fo loudly proclaim 
our errors, when the reformed church hopes to recover its loft f reedom of religion, 
when a Necker in office proves to all mankind how much jefuitifm is abhorred - here 
they continue to exclude Proteftants from even the loweft offices in the ftate, and ufe 
every artifice to opprefs them. 
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Nature always revenges her injured rights. The perfecuted heretics leave rite Pala- 
fnate to cultivate the North American defert, and the greater part of Bavaria remains a 
defert. 

LETTER X. 

\ 

Munich. 

A FEW days ago I had a very long and agreeable converfation with one of the few 
enlightened patriots, who here mourn in fccret the fate of their country. We happened 
to fpeak of the Emperor Charles VII. and the well known Bavarian war. I was obliged 
to allow that our miniflers of that time had behaved very (hamefully to this court, and 
that the war would have turned out greatly to the advantage of Bavaria, if we had dealt 
more honourably by it. My friend was loud in his lamentations, and repeatedly men¬ 
tioned how yttr army had flood by and feen the Bavarian troops attacked without Itirring 
a man to their affiltance; how the f'ubfidy money was not paid ; how our minifter, by 
dint of great prmnifes, which were never performed, prolonged the war to the ruin of 
Bavaria; with what violence our commanders had behaved on Bavarian ground, and fo 
forth. All this I was forced to acknowledge; for I recollected what the Prullian mi¬ 
nifter at this court had faid to ours, when the latter would have exculpated himfelf, by 
faying that his matters were fools. “ Das fnd Keim Dumm Kepfe; das findjhurken (ce 
nc font pas des fits ; ce font dcs Coqums .)” With this converfation on my mind, I could 
make no reply direCt; but I had like wife heard from fome of our old officers, who had 
ferved in the war, and were intimately acquainted with the fituation of this court, that 
its mini hers were hill greater fools and rogues than ours; that the emperor himfelf was 
more taken up with his rofary, his hounds, his priefts, and miftreffes, (by whom he left 
about forty children,) than with the concerns of the country ; that his fervants were 
more fludious to gratify his humours and pafiions, than to promote the good of the na¬ 
tion. A linking evidence of this was given by a certain count, who procured his own 
niece for him, and by the influence he thus gained over him, fruftrated every good 
counfel of the true friends to the emperor. I knew alfo that our minifter could not 
nnd a fingle man here fufficiently acquainted with public bufinefs to be employed in 
negotiations : that the fubfidy money, which at firft was regularly fetat from Verfailles, 
was expended in ufelefs purpofes: that the flipulated number of Bavarian troops 
was not completed, and that half the money was pocketed by the officers and pay- 
malt ers. I knew that the emperor, notwithftanding his embarraffed circumfiances, 
could not bring himfelf to demand contributions from the rich cloyfters, much lefs by 
cruffiing them, and taking pofi'eflion of fome neighbouring church principalities, to re¬ 
cruit the ftate of his finances, and give more fecurity to his tottering throne *. 

Upon this ftatement of the cafe, my good friend was obliged to allow, that if things 
did not turn out as they ought to have done, the greateft part of the blame was owing to 
Bavaria. 

Since that time the court has been under the influence of a daemon with a capuchin, 
which has perplexed its politics, robbed its treatury, and put fools and traitors at the 
head of its affairs. Whilft fome of the leflfer potentates of Germany have been able to 
raife themfelves to a molt refpectable greatnefs, notwithftanding the almoft infuperable 
obftacles they have had to ftruggle with, this old and mighty houfe has been forced to 

* In the laft of which he certainly aftlyv 
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behold the wide boundaries of its pofieffions inceffatitly contraQang, notwith (landing the 
various favourable cireumftances that have concurred to elevate it, if it would have lis¬ 
tened to the dictates of found policy. When the clcdlor palatine was chofea King of 
Bohemia, who would have thought that his own coufin, the Duke of Bavaria, would 
have been the perfon to diftrefs him moft, and to increafe the already dangerous power 
of Atiftria, at the expence of his own family? Had it not been for this, Bohemia would 
have been now under the fame government as Bavaria and the Palatinate, and the pre- 
ient elector, a great king. At the peace of Weftphalia, the members of the proteftant 
league indemnified thcmielves for the heavy expences of the Swedifh war, by putting 
themfelves in poffeffion of the neighbouring church principalities; but Bavaria, which 
had fought to the laft drop of blood for the Pope and the Houfe of Auftria, thought 
itfelf abundantly paid with the Electorate and the Upper Palatinate, (which it could only 
obtain by the failure of another branch of its own family,) and let flip the bed opportu¬ 
nity of poffeffing itfelf of the bifhoprick of Saltzburg, with which it has fo much wrang¬ 
ling at prefent, the bifhoprick 6f Friefingen, which lies in its very bofom, and many other 
adjacent bi/hopricks; fo conftantly has it ftfove agaiaft its own proper intereils, from 
the Impreflion of falfe religious tenets 

Thefe wars, which we may fay it has waged againft itfelf; that on account of the 
Spanifli fucceffion ; and laftly, that of the Emperor Charles yiL have given great wounds 
to this Houle, wounds which, however, it might have cured, had not religious preju¬ 
dices and caprice rendered it blind, and infenfible to its own internal fit nation. But 
now they rankle, and prefent an obferver with the difgufting fpeftacle of a deeply con- 
fumptive body politic. 

It was thought that the laft elector had paid the greateft part of the national debts; 
but on the acceffion of the prefent prince, thefe expectations were found very erroneous. 
Some indeed of the oldelt incumbrances have been paid off; but on the other hand, 
feveral new loans have been made. This elector was, indeed, quite unequal to the 
management of his own finances, which he left entirely to the difpofal of his fer- 
rants, contenting himfelf if his expenftve hunting matches could be defrayed ; and the 
prefent court feeras to be as little inclined to limit the enormous ex pence of the opera- 
houfe, for the fake of paying its debts, which may now amount to near twenty-five mil¬ 
lions of florins, or 250,000b t 

As I (trolled through the country, I Ihuddered at the fight of the ravages which war 
bad made. There is no town of any importance in all Bavaria, except the capital. You 
would never imagine what pitiful little holes, Landiberg, Waflerbing, Landfliut, and 
many other places, which make a great figure on the map, are. To all appearance 
neither Ingoldftadt, nor Straubingen, nor any of the greater towns, except Munich, 
contain above four thoufand fouls. Nor are there more than forty of thefe towns ; 
whereas Saxony, which is no larger than Bavaria, contains above two hundred and 
twenty, if the accounts in print are to be depended upon. But indeed the warn of po¬ 
pulation in thefe parts is very remarkable, as well as the remains of thofe vices which 
armies generally leave behind them. Excepting the brewer, baker, and innkeeper, you 
may leek in vain for a rich tradefman. There is not a vdiige of inddftry either in town 
or country, but every body feerns to confider idienefs and beggary as the happieft ftate 
of man. 

As what Bavaria loft at the peace of Tefchner, was nearly made up by the junction 
of the principalities of Neuburg and Sulzbach; we may reckon with the Palatinate, it 

Surely not falfe religious opinions, if thefe countries were otoly to be obtained by fraud vfolence- 
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.contains ns much ground as Suabia; that is, about feven hundred and twenty-nine 
fquare miles. Now, in the Suabian circle, there are at lead one million fix hundred 
thoufand people; whereas Bavaria, by a late calculation, has not above one million one 
hundred and eighty thoufand. 

1 he fouthem part of this country is very mountainous, but not fo unfit for agricul¬ 
ture as, geographers commonly report it to be. In many of the rallies of thefe vaft 
mountains, the foil is excellent; and in one corner of them I found an.ingenious and 
-iuduftrious hu(bandman, the only character of the kind I could meet with in the whole 
country, who had gathered what he had Town fixteen fold. The part which extends 
from the capital to the Danube and the Inn, is the belt arable land throughout the 
country, and is interfered by feveral well wooded hills. The Upper Palatinate, toge¬ 
ther with that part of the dukedom of Bavaria which lies beyond the Danube, con I ills 
aimoll intirely of mountains. Thefe rife gradually from the Danube to Fichtelberf 
and the Bohemian ridge of mountains, but are fit for every kind of agriculture. 

A confiderable part of this, by nature fo highlyfavoured country, has lain wafte fince 
the wars. There are many large tracts which the inhabitants call mofles, but which 
are not fo fenny and fpungy as the turf and moor grounds of Holland and other coun¬ 
tries. In many of them you may perceive traces of the old furrows, and.there are 
proofs fuflicient that they have been cultivated, and might be eafily cultivated again. 
Another part of Bavaria is Hill covered with a luxuriant dark wood, and a third part 
lies conflantly fallow without necellity. Upon the whole, it is more than probable, that 
hardly one half of the country is cultivated as it ought to be. 

The country people, or farmers, are divided into four claffes; into whole, half, and 
quarter farmers, and into thofe called baufler. The whole farmers plough with eight 
horfes, and are termed eitificdler; that is, hermits, becaufe their farm-houfes are at a dif- 
tance from any village. Many of thefe farm-houfes command a territory of three miles 
in length and breadth, and the owners employ from twelve to fifteen horl'es in their til¬ 
lage (reckoning two horfes to every plough, which in fome places is certainly too much, 
but in others alio it is too little). Of fuch farmers there may be about forty thoufand. 
A half farmer ploughs with four, and a quarter farmer with two horl'es. The haitjkr 
are day labourers to the reft, and till their bits of property with cattle belonging to 
others. 

We are not to infer the extent of every farmer’s poffeffions from the number of his 
ploughs. The beft fields lie fallow four, fix or more years, juft as the eftablifhed cuf- 
tom may be, or the convenience or caprice of the owners may direCt. As the farmers 
have no idea of meadow land, or of Jiallfood for cattle, they excufe themfelves for this - 
flight kind of hufbandry, by pleading the want of manure.—The worthy friend with 
whom I had fo many difputes about the Bavarian war, defended the practice of his 
countrymen with great warmth. He contended, that the agriculture could not pof- 
fibly be better than it was, becaufe the internal confumption and the price of grain were 
too low, an inconvenience, fays he, which is remedilefs; for exportation is impoflible, 
on account of the want of navigable rivers ; nor is it poflible that the internal confump- 
tion fliould be well increafed by manufactures, becaufe the rivers of Bavaria all running 
to Auftria, it will be impoflible for us to vie with that country, let us do what we will. 
This furely was mere fophiftical reafoning, uled to difguife the inactivity and indolence 
of his countrymen. It would be hard indeed if navigable rivers were indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary for the increafe of manufactures. The greateft part of the Swifs manufactures 
are carried on the axle-tree ; for what is exported by the Rhine, bears no comparifon 
with many commodities which are exported over land to Frankfort, Leipfig, &c. and 
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to all the north, and to France and Italy. I 3 ut Bavaria iliould not yet think of any foreign 
commerce, as the rules of prudence require that the minifters fliould fee what is to be 
laved, before they confider what is to be gained. Whatever is favetl is gain, and the 
fecureft gain. How much gold does this country annually fend away for cloth. Huffs, 
linen, flax, and rape-feed, oil, tobacco, leather, and a variety of other articles, the ma¬ 
terials for furnilhing of which it has within itfelf. 

But both court and people appear to be (truck blind to their true intereft. You 
know that for many years pad, there has been a great outcry through Germany, and 
very properly, for population, manufactures, and induftry. It reached the ears of this 
court, wiio immediately, as was natural, began to imitate what was going forward. 
But without confulting nature for her advice, without inquiring what productions of 
art would prove of molt general ufe, and ferve the moll to keep the gold in the country, 
it thought only ot thofe which would make the greateft (hew, and flood high in the lilt 
of luxuries. Would you think it ? in this unl'peakuble want of many neceffaries, they 
applied theinfelves to manufacture porcelain, which could only be managed by artificial 
means, of .which the molt honourable was a final! lottery. They eftablifhed manu¬ 
factures of ta peltry, rich fluffs, and Jilks. They laved, indeed, Jjy this manoeuvre, the 
money exported to purchafe the priefls robes and ladies gala drefles, but the citizens 
and peafants were obliged to wear foreign clothes. 

One need only obferve what goes forward here at the cuftom-houfe, to be convinced 
that the principles of taxation are not underftood as they Ihould be. When Auftria 
determined to fettle the cuftom-houfe duties according to the rules of prudent policy, 
the officers of finance here law nothing in it but a mode of increafing the revenue ; they 
therefore imitated the Auftrian fyftem, but did not confider that taxes on the importa¬ 
tion of foreign wares arc intended to operate as penalties, the reduction of which mull 
be as agreeable to a wife government, as the diminution of the revenue of fines levied 
by courts of juftice. The Auftrian duties are connected with a great plan. They are 
intended to reduce the import of foreign wares as much as poffiblc, by increafing inter¬ 
nal induftry; and to leflen the cunfumption of fuch foreign luxuries as are needlefs, by 
increafing the price of them. But inftead of ufing the cuftom-houfe books as Auftria. 
does, as indications of what manufactures are to be encouraged, that the money paid 
lor them may be kept in the country, the financiers of Bavaria confider them as fo 
many fourcesof pofitive revenue, which are rather to beincreafed than kflened. 

I fliould not have troubled you fo long with thefe particulars of the ftate-ceconomv, 
if I had not thought myfelf in fome meafure obliged to fliew you in detail, that here 
they know nothing of the matter. 

LETTER XL 

Munich. 

A PICTURE of the Bavarian character and manners by Hogarth would be ex¬ 
tremely interefting. Great Angularity of character is often to be met with in England ; 
but what Bavaria offers exceeds any thing to be feen elfewhere. You. know I am no 
painter; fo if I endeavour to point out to you the peculiarities of Bavaria in the afc- 
itrafi, my deferiptions will have none of that life and expreflion which diftinguifh Ho¬ 
garth’s groups, or Shakefpeare’s feenes. However I will do my endeavour. 

do.proceed methodically—for you cannot conceive what a method flicks to mein all 
I do, ftnee I have breathed the air of Germany—I foal 1 anatomize the body of the 
Bavarian, before I proceed to the analyfis of his mind. In general the Bavarian is 
flout bodied, mufcular, and flefhy. There are, however, fome flender people among 
vol. vi. f - then* 
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them who may pafs for handfoms. They are fomething lefs rofy cheeked than the 
Suabians, a difference probably arifing from their drinking beer initead of wine, as the 
others do. 

The charafteriftic of a Bavarian is a very round head, a little peaked chin, a large bel¬ 
ly, a ltd a pale complexion. Many of them look like caricatures of man. They have 
great fat bellies, Ihort clubbed feet, narrow fhoulders, a thick round head, and fhort 
necks. They are heavy and aukward in their carriage, and their fmall eyes betray a 
great deal of roguery. The women, in general, are fome of the molt beautiful crea¬ 
tures in the world. They are, indeed, fomething grofs, but their {kin furpaffes all the ' 
carnation ever nfed by painters ; the pureft lily white is foftly tinged with purple, as if 
by the hands of the graces. I faw fome peafant girls with fuch clear complexions, 
that they appeared quite tranfparent. They are well fhaped, and more lively and 
graceful in their geftures than the men. 

In the capital they drefs in the French flyle, or at Ieaft imagine that they do fo, for 
the men are ftill too fond of gold and mixed colours. The country people drefs with¬ 
out any tafte at all. The chief ornament of the men is a long broad wairtcoat, ftrange- 
ly embroidered, from which their breeches hang very low and loofe, probably to give 
free play to their bellies, which is the chief part of a Bavarian. The women difguife 
themfelves with a fort of ftays in the fhape of a funnel, which cover the brealt and 
{houlders, fo as to hide the whole neck. This ftiff drefs is covered with fdver beads, 
and thickly overlaid with fdver chains. In many places the houfewife has a bunch of 
keys and a knife appendant to a girdle, which reach almoft to the ground. 

As to the characters and manners of the Bavarians, the inhabitants of the capital na¬ 
turally differ very much from the country people. The character of the inhabitants of 
Munich is a riddle to me, and would remain fo if I were to flay here many years. I be¬ 
lieve, indeed, that it may be truly faid, that they have no character at all. Their man¬ 
ners are corrupt, as mult be the cafe with forty thoufand men who depend entirely on 
a court, and, for the moft part, go idle at its expence. 

Amongft the great nobles, you meet here, as well as elfewhere, with very well bred 
and polite people j but the people, taking the word in its full extent, are, in an emi¬ 
nent degree, deftitute of any fenfe of honour, without education, without any activity 
for the date, attachment to the country, or generous feeling whatever. The fortunes 
of this place are from i 500 to 3 or 4,000k per annum ; but the poffeffors know no 
other ufe of their money than to Ipend it in fenfual gratifications. Many good houfes 
have been entirely"ruined by play. The fafhionable game at the court was formerly 
called •ziDickcn, or f inch ; but fmee Hombefch, the minifter of finance, has pinched 
their falanes fo confoundedly, they call it Hombefch . Many of the court ladies know 
of no other employment than playing with their parrots, their dogs, or-their cats. 
One of the principal ladies whom I am acquainted with, keeps a hall full of cats, and 
two or three maids to attend them : fhe converfes half the day long with them, often 
ferves them herfelf with coffee and fugar, and dreffes them according to her fancy dif¬ 
ferently every day. 

The tin all nobles and fervants of the court, have a pitiable paflion for titles. Before 
the prefent elector came here, the place fwarmed with excellencies, honourable, and 
right honourable. As this was not the cuflom at Manheim, an order was made to af- 
certain the different ranks of nobitffe. All thofe whom'it deprived of excellency, ho¬ 
nourable. .&c. and particularly (would you think it ?) the women, were funk in defpair; 
and for the firft time complaints were made of tyranny, of which none before leaned 
to have any conception. 
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The remainder of the inhabitants are itnmerfed in the mofl fcandalous debauch* 
Every night the ftreets re-echo with the noife of drunkards ifibiog from the numerous 
taverns, where they have been revelling and dancing. Whoever is at all noble here 
niuft keep his miftrefs; the reft indulge in promifcuous love. In this refpeft things 
are not much better in the country. 

Bavarh, indeed, well deferves the character given it by an officer of Gafcony, of 
being the greateft brothel in the world. 

The country people are extremely dirty. A few miles diflant from the capital, one 
would hardly take the hovels of the peafants for the habitations of men* Many of 
them have large puddles before the doors of their houfes, and are obliged to flep over 
planks into them. The thatched roofs of the country people, in many parts of France, 
have a much better appearance, than the miferable huts of the Bavarian peafants; the 
roofs of which are covered with (tones, in order that the dates may not be carried away 
by the wind. Mean as rhis looks, cheap as nails are in the country, and often as half 
the roofs are torn away by ft rang winds, yet cannot the rich farmer be perfuaded to 
nail his fhfngles properly together. In fhort, from the court to the fmalieft cottage, 
indolence is the moft predominant part of thecharaflieV of the Bavarian. 

This great indolence is con trailed, in an extraordinary manner, with a (till higher 
degree of bigotry,—I happened to ftroll into a dark, black country beerriioufe, filled 
with clouds of tobacco, and on entering was almoft (tunned with the noife of the 
drinkers. By degrees, however, my eyes penetrated through die thick vapours, when 
I difeovered the pried of the place in the middle of fifteen or twenty drunken fellows. 
His black coat was juft as much bedaubed as the frocks of his flock, and like the reft of 
them, he had cards in his left hand, which he (truck fo forcibly on the dirty table, that 
the whole chamber trembled* At firft, 1 was (hocked at the violent abide they gave 
each other, and thought they were quarrelHng; but foon found that all the blackguard 
appellations which (hocked me were only modes of friendly falutation among them. 
Every one of them had now drank his fix or eight pots of beer, and they delirednhe 
landlord to give each a dram of brandy, by way, they faid, of locking the ftomach. 
But now their good humour departed, and I presently faw, in all their looks and ges¬ 
tures, the moft ferious preparation for a fray. This at length broke out. At firft the 
pried took vain pains to fupprefs it* He fwore and roared at lad as much as the reft. 
"Now one feized a pot and threw it at his adverfary’s head, another clenched his fill, 
a third pulled the legs from aftool to knock his enemy on the head. Every thing, in 
fhort, feemed to fpeak blood and death; when, on the ringing of the beU for evening 

prayer, € Ave Maria, ye-P cried the pried, and down dropped their arms, they 

pulled off their bonnets, folded their hands, and repeated their Ave Marias. It put me 
in mind of the adventure in Don Quixote, where peace isfuddenly reftored in the great 
fray, on account of the helmet of Mambrino, and the afs-’s collar, by the recollection of 
what pafled in the Agramantine camp. As foon, however, as prayers were over, they 
were all feized again with their former fury, which was the more violent from the mo¬ 
mentary interruption it had met with. Pots and glades began to fly. I obferved the 
curate creep under the table for fecurity, and I withdrew into the landlord’s bed¬ 
chamber. 

The fame feenes occur in the inland towns among the citizens, officers, clergymen, 
and ftudents. They all falute each other with abufive language; all vie in hard drink¬ 
ing; and clofe to every church, which are fcaree lefe than 25,700, there is regularly 
a beer-houfe and a brothel. A Undent’at the univerfity- of Ingoldftadt mu ft carry a 
thick cudgel, and wear a neat cut hat ; he mud be able to drink from eight to ten 
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quarts of beer at a fitting, and be always ready to fight, right or wrong, with the offi¬ 
ce! s of the garrifon that is quartered there* You may fuppofe that this does not tend 
to raife the reputation ol the univerfity, which is, indeed, but thinly vifited, though the 
pt oieuors are able men, and do their duty, although a proclamation came out feme years 
imee to forbid any Bavarian from ft tidying out of the country. 

Ino pen can deferibe the ridiculous mixtures of debauchery and devotion which every 
day happen. I he moft notorious is that which took place in the church of St. Mary,, 
Gottingen, a few years frnce, when a pried: a&ually deflowered a girl whom he had 
long purJued, and could only make a prize of there before the altar of the Virgin. 

lhe country people join to their indolence and devotion a certain ferocity of temper, 
which often gives rife to bloody feenes. When they mean to praife a church holiday, 
or fame public feftival which has lately been kept, they fav,—Rich a one was a 
charming affair ; there were fix or eight people killed or made cripples at it. If no¬ 
thing of this kind has,been dbne, it is called a mere nothing, a fiddle-faddle bufmefs. 
In the laft century, and the beginning of this, the Bavarian troops maintained the firft 
reputation'among the German forces* At the battle of Hockftedt, they kept their 
ground and imagined themfeives vigors, till the elector who led them was informed 
that the French had given way in the other wing. Under Tilly and Mercy they like- 
wife did wonders; but fince the time of thele generals, military discipline has fo far re¬ 
laxed among ft tjjpm, that they are no longer fo Idlers. Indeed no people can fliew more 
abhorrence to every thing which is called difcipline,and order, than the Bavarians do. 
Iney might, however, ft ill be ufeful as free-hooters, whofe robberies and all irreguia- 
ruies are more pardonable than thofe of regular troops. There are bands of robbers 
about, which are one rhoufaml men ftrong, and would undoubtedly makegood ra¬ 
vaging parties in time of war. There have been inflances of their fighting againft the 
military, under bold leaders, to the very laft man. But the pooreft pea fan t eonfiders 
u as a hardfhip to be drafted into the regular troops of his prince. 

ihe inhabitants of the capital, on the other hand, are the moft weak, timid, and 
fubkrvient people in the world. They have no quicknefs of parts at all, and you will 
feek in vain in the town for that liberty, which fometimes indeed degenerates into coarfe- 
nefs of manners, but is ft ill the moft agreeable trait in the character of the country 
people. Under the laft government, while the people of Munich were crouching under 
a dcipotic nnnifter, and only Ventured to murmur In fecret, the country people diico* 
vered their difeontent with a freedom which threatened dangerous confequetices. At 
the fame time, an unbounded and inexpreffible love for their prince prevailed on them 
to pull down the inclol'ures of i heir fields at the command of the mailer of the hounds, 
in order that the game might pafture there* They fpake with raptures, of the amiable 
qualities of their lord ; indeed they did not pals over his faults, but tried to excufc him 
for them, and loaded his fervants, without referve, with their heavieft curies, and thus 
gave every ftranger a juft idea of the court, while the inhabitants of the town, in the 
dedicatory addreffes of books and poems, extolled the tyrants of the land to heaven.. 
I'he country people judge as impartially of the p relent government, I Iboukl not, 
however, have obtained any account of the prince or his fervants, if I had not got ac¬ 
quainted with feme foreign artifts belonging to the court, who were more interfiled in 
the ft ate of them both than the natives, who are infatuated with their beer pots. Every 
ihoe-black in Paris knows aft the great people of the court, pries into their private life 
as well as their politics, and condemns or approves at diferetion; but here you meet 
with many court-counfellors and fecretaries, who know nothing of the great people ex¬ 
cept their names. To conclude, the unadulterated Bavarian peafant is gruff, [at, dirty. 
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lazy, drunken, and undifciplined ; but he is brave, ceconomical, patriotic, and inch a 
Have to his word, that when it has once been given it is never broke. As to his hatred 
of regular discipline, it is partly owing to the dificouragemcnt thrown upon the military 
way of life by the clergy, amt partly to there being no provifion for difabled foldiers. 
Something too arifes from the prince’s not being military : for in the year 1778, when 
the imperial troops were recruiting at Straubingen, and carrieo about with them a picture 
of the emperor in hisjiniform, many of theTra lives immediately en’iifted on hearing that 
the emperor was a foldier, 

LETTER XII. 

Munich . 

YOU are extremely right in thinking that this court would be of great confequence, 
if it knew how to make life of its powers. It is able to meafure fwords with the king, 
of Denmark, and Sweden is not much lliperiur to it in force; for if we take from the 
fum total of the /'objects of this northern potentate’s power, the Laplanders, and the 
reft of its almoft entirely unferviceable people, what remains will fcarce exceed the po¬ 
pulation of this territory. Bavaria has one million one hundred and eighty thoufand j, 
the Palatinate on the Rhine two hundred and twenty thoufand ; and the dukedoms of 
Julichand Berg about two hundred and fixty thoufand men. The total number, there¬ 
fore, of the fubjects of this court, amounts to about one million fevgn hundred and 
twenty thoufand. I know that in fome ftate papers they are reckoned at little more than 
one million four hundred thoufand, but certainly the fubjecls who live in Wellphalia are- 
not included in this calculation. 

There islikewife a great difference about the income of the court. T.he very indus¬ 
trious, and in general the very accurate, Mr. Bufching tells us, in the laft edition of 
his excellent work, that he is informed from good authority, that the income of Ba¬ 
varia amounts to eight millions of Rhenifti florins, or 8oo,oool. and this agrees with 
the calculation commonly made here. I told you, however, in my laft, that very few 
people here are acquainted with the ftate of the court, and that they are induced, by a 
ridiculous vanity, to make more of things than they are. Some, who ought to have 
been in the fecret, would have perfuaded me, that the court had liorn twelve to fixteen. 
hundred thoufand pounds yeariy income. I law it was itupoffible to get at the truth,- 
etherwife than by inquiring particularly at the proper offices into the ftate of finances; 
at laft, after long fearch, I made out, with tolerable certainty, that the aggregate income 
from the taxes, cuftoms, excite, forefts, mines, &c. hardly amounted to 500,000!.. 
In this eftimate, one of the molt confiderable articles, the trade with the Saltzburg and 
Riechenhaller fait, is not included. 1 his is reckoned by fome at two millions*.but it is 
mod highly probable shat it does not produce more than one. We may therefore moft 
faf'ely ftate the income of Bavaria at fix millions of florins, or 6oo,oool. The revenue 
of the Palatinate on the Rhine amounts 10 about 1 ,700,000 guilders, or 1 70,00c!. ; ami. 
that of the countries in the circle of Weftphalia to about 1,500,000, or 150,0001. ; fo 
that on the whole, this court may have a revenue of nine millions of florins, or about 
90o,oocl. You perceive by this ftatement, that the income from the lands on the 
Rhine amounts to fomething more than the half of the revenues of Bavaria, notwith- 
ftanding that it does not contain one half as many inhabitants as Bavaria; but this 
difference, as well as that which the profitable Bavarian fait occafiuns, is overbalanced 
by the better employment of the abovementioned lands, by more diligent hulbandry, 
by greater taxes, by more lively trade, and by more profitable duties of all kinds. 

If Bavaria were as well peopled and cultivated in proportion to its extent as the coun¬ 
tries^ 
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tries on tlie Rhine connefted with it are, it would yield three or four millions of florins 
more. 1 have told you already, that it contains a fpace of feven hundred and twenty, 
nine fquare miles, 'lhe Palatinate and the dukedoms of Julicb and Berg, all together, 
hardly contain two hundred and forty fquare miles ; but this fpace, which is not a third 
as large as Bavaria, has half as many inhabitants in it, and yields more than half as 
much revenue. 

This difference arifes, in a great meafure, from the great attention paid to monks in 
this country; an attention which muft neceflarily prevent any increafe of population, 
any excefs of knowledge, any induflry, or a more improved cultivation to the country. 
There are two hundred cloiiters in this country, and at leaft five thoufand monks. 
Many of thefe cloifters have incomes of 5000I. or 4000I. a year; that of Niederal- 
teich has not lefs than io,oool. per annum. Without exaggerating, one may rate 
the revenue of the cloifters, and other religious foundations of this country, at about 
two millions of florins, or 2oo,oooI., which is a third part of ihe whole income of 
the country. The damage which the monks do the country is moil notorious. This 
appears with regard to the farmers called hermits, whofe children they are very afiidu- 
ous to make monks of, becaufe they receive with every one of them, one, two, three, 
or more thoufand florins. The confequence to the country is, that by this diminution 
of the laborious part of the community, the property remains in too few hands, and the 
country is nev tvabove half cultivated. The country alfo lofes Something by the fons 
of the other farmers who arc bred in convents ; for the education given them unfits 
them for every profeffion, but thofe of idle authors or comedians.—The propenfity to 
idle life, to fcalling, and beggary, which reigns over all Bavaria, is countenanced and 
ianefioned by the example of the fat priefts. The people envy them ftrongly their 
blefled idlenefs. The jugglery, the brotherhoods, church feall's, and corner devotions 
of thefe holy quacks, employ the attention of the multitude fo much, that they lpend 
the third part of their time amongft them.—Inrereft prompts them to keep the people 
in a ftate of flupidky, and therefore they are conltantly in the field ready to oppofe, with 
almofl: inconceivable fury, every thing which tends to improve and enlighten the un¬ 
der! landing. They alone are to be thanked for the (hocking wildnefs of manners which 
appears in Bavaria. Their cowls contain the elFence of chriftiamty and all morality. 
They preach nothing but mafles, which are very profitable to them, the rofary, the fca- 
pulaire and ridiculous mortification to the body, by which means many a blockhead 
has got the name of a hunt. The deceived countryman believes, that confeffion and a 
mafs, which cofts fifteen pence, will wipe away the fouled fins, and confiders the telling 
his beads as his molt effential duty, 'l he fecular priefts are as few in number as the 
monks are many. Thefe ought naturally to form the mariners of the country; but 
they are held in much lefs veneration than the others, becaufe their drefs and appear¬ 
ance is not fo extraordinary. In Bavaria, however, they do not deferve more refpetl 
than the monks ; for the greater part of them differ from the peafants only by wearing 
black, having a more expendve table, and a handfomer and better dreffed houfe-keeper. 
In other things they are equally lazy, untutored, and ignorant.—Their pari flies are four 
miles in compafs, and produce from four to 600I. per annum. What an advantage it 
would be to the country, if thefe livings were to be divided into five or fix fmaller ones, 
and filled with a better race of holy lhepberds! At the fame time, the monks Ihould 
be prohibited from interpofing in the care 1 of fouls, or what would be rather more ad¬ 
vantageous, though not to be expe&cd under this government, they Ihould be extirpated 
altogether. 
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If the eftates of the convents, which formerly belonged to the electors, and were 
given away in melancholy moments, were to be re-aflumed, and if all foreigners with¬ 
out exception were allowed a free exercife of their religion, their national debts would 
be very foon difeharged, and the country immediately put on quite a different appear¬ 
ance- But Charles Theodore is fo Far from being capable of fuch exertions, and is lb 
little acquainted with his ownintereft, and with that of his country, as to be founding 
a new convent in the Palatinate on the Rhine, and making a prefent of the wealth of 
the ex-jefuits (another fort of monks) to the knights of Malta- What fhall we fay of 
the private man who is loaded with debts, and yet makes religious foundations? But 
here no reafoning will apply* 

The overbearing greatnefs of many Bavarian farmers gave rife to fome confidera¬ 
tions in my mind, which deferve to be farther noticed* l divide the country people 
into three claffes ; lft. Into thofe whofe properties are too frnall to live by, and who 
mu ft ferve others to obtain their full maintenance* idly* Into fuch as can depend on 
means fufficient from their own property* And 3dly, Into thofe who pofTefs more 
than is lieceffary for the convenient fupport of a family, and who are'called, more or 
left, rich farmers* At fir ft fight it appears fair enough, that the land-tax Ihould be 
equal for all, and that all fhould pay in proportion to the ground they hold ; but it is 
not fo; on the contrary it is a great political error to make the peafant, who has not 
half fufficient to maintain his family, pay as much in proportion as he w^o has a full com¬ 
petency; forfirft, it is a political axiom, that three or four middling citizens are more va¬ 
luable to a ftate than one rich one, although his capital may muchexceed that of the others; 
and fecondly, though an entirely equal partition of poffeffions and gold in a ftate, were 
it pollible, would indeed be madnefs ; ftill, under the conviction it is impoftible every 
prudent ruler will conduct his a dniini fixation as if it were not lb* The moil: unhappy 
countries are thofe in which the greateft riches and the greateft poverty are to be met 
with at the fame time* Such a ftate cannot fuhfift long : one part of the inhabitants 
jnuft be defpots, the other Haves* In the fermentation incidental to fuch a country, 
perfons really free are either thrown out er deftroyed*—One over-rich fanner gradually 
fwallows up all the poor in his circuit, lie lends money on the ground of the poor, 
felzes the occafion of a barren year to purchafe cheap a little property of his neighbour, 
and when he is not reftrained bv feelings of honour, has innumerable artifices to get 
pofieffion of any piece of ground which lies convenient for him. I faw with aftonifli- 
ment, in fome republican Hates, how fome rich farmers had found means to difpoffefs 
a whole community, and become the tyrants of the neighbourhood. In monarchies 
the evil is not fo great; but, however, it is always fufficieiitiy fo to require to be op¬ 
posed with every nerve. 

Let us now compare the advantages which a rich farmer can draw from his lands, 
with the advantages refuliing to a middling, or a poor one* The poor man mud fell 
his produce as quickly as poffible, and generally at a low price, becaufe his creditors 
are urgent. The middling one cannot keep the price up long, becaufe he is in dan¬ 
ger of being obliged to borrow money, and of lofmg by the intefeft as much as he 
could gain by laying by* But the rich one can fpecuiate, and feldom bargains at the 
low price at which the others are obliged to fell the earnings of their fiveat and' toil* 
He buys grain Irorn the low people round about, or he has previoufly advanced them 
the price of their crops ; they mult therefore let him have it at his own price, and then 
he raifes the price of grain in the market* By inundations, or hail florins, the final l 
farmer has often not feed enough for the earning year. The piece of ground in courfe 

lies 
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lies wade ; anil when the rich man poffefies it, he cultivates it with double and treble 
profit, and becomes, at the expened 6f the poor and the date, richer and richer, till at 
iafl, often to the great injury of population, a dozen fmall farms are fwallowed up by him ; 
the young gentleman, his fan, who is meanwhile at ftudy, will not any longer 1 con¬ 
tinue in the country, but fixes hftnfelf in town, lets his lands, and adds another in- 
lignificant idler to the ftate. 

Ought not, then, the rich farmer to contribute fomething more to the Hate., in return 
for thofe advantages which he derives from having his property fo much better circum- 
flanced than that of his neighbours ? 

I conceive it, therefore, highly juft that, in the impofition of taxes, fome verpefr Ihould 
be paid to the different kind and condition of farmers. The poor one Ihould not pay 
fo much in proportion for a piece ol ground as the middling one, nor the latter lo much 
as the rich one. * On the contrary, the date ftiould endeavour to relieve the poor one 
till he became as thriving as the middling one, and to prevent the lad from aggrandi¬ 
zing himfelf to the injury of population. I would alfo in my republic, which, like un¬ 
formed chaos, is yet floating in infinity of fpace, fix fome middle point, and in the lay¬ 
ing of taxes, make the tax to correfpond with the degree in which the income of a fingle 
farmer falls fhort of or exceeds this point. For example:—In my republic a thriving 
farmer Ihould be one who poffeffed land to the amount of fix thoufand florins of pro¬ 
perty. Thus every one who had under four thoufand florins of capital, fliould pay one per 
cent; he who varied between four or five to fix thoufand dollars, two per cent; he who 
poffeffed more, three per cent.; and whoever poffeffed the double of fo much, Ihould 
pay four per cent, for all that was above the middle point. Thus, in purchaling a piece 
of ground, the poor would have a juft advantage over a middling farmer, and the mid¬ 
dling one over the rich. It is true, my officers would have occalion for more arithme¬ 
tic, and it would be neceffary to run a little more up and down ; — but leave me to 
take care of that, when I have once got my (late upon a fore ground and eftabtijh- 

ment. . 

To return now to our * Bavaria, you can very eafily and clearly imagine to your felt 
how far it is from being what it might be made. If the debts were paid off, the num¬ 
ber of fubje&s and quantity of income would enable the elector to keep a (landing army 
of forty or fifty or fifty thoufand men ; and could, £L 3 things now are, if thefe parts 
of his pofleffions were as well cultivated as the country on the Rhine, increafe them to 
fixty thoufand, and command high refpeft from his mightieft neighbours. When his 
fuccefl'or comes to the government, the resources will foil be granted by the accellkm 
of the dutchy of Deux-Points, and poffibly alfo the Rate ceconomy will be better. 

LETTER XIII. 

Sahzburg. 

THE way from Munich here is very dull. It lies through a vaft plain, only here and 
there broken by gentle elevations. The many dark woods, the miferableand thin Scat¬ 
tered peafantry, the want of towns, and the continual dread of robbers, make one haften 

* The many piojc£ts which the author has formed for Bavaria, gave him a right to call the one madehy 
him his Bavaria. la the vtar 17+0 an Andrian general made frequent rife ot the expreflion, Notre Bimc re. 
A French officer, who was treating with him for an exchange of prifoners, heard him a long time, and 
at bit faid, •• Itfottfieur, nous avsms une chanfm dual h refrfm rj !: $$an<i j’w bkn bu, loitl la tern tjl a 
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out of Bavaria as quickly as pofiible. For feventeen long German miles there is no 
place of note but the dark Waflerburg, which Hands on one of the barren fand-bills, 
through which the river Inn winds. 

When you come to the frontiers of Saltzburg things mend. The profpects are more 
varied, the habitations of the peafants appear neater, and the cultivation of the country 
improves. About half a mile from this town there is one of the prettiefl ,profpe£ts l 
have ever met with. Conceive to yourfelf a vafl amphitheatre; the back ground of 
the picture is occupied by high rocks lifting up their heads to heaven. Some of them, 
which are rather on the fide, are in the lb ape of pyramids. Thefe vaft maffes terminate 
by degrees in wooded mountains to the back, and in beautiful and cultivated hills to the 
fide of the profpect. Precifely in the midfl of this fcene Hands the town, which is 
commanded by the caflle Handing on a high rock. The river Saltz gives the mixed land- 
fcapes Hill more life. Here and there it fpreads itfelf out, and its banks in many places 
are fliaded with deep hanging woods. 

The country about this town forms a Hr iking contra H with the barren, defolate wilds 
of Munich. It is indeed very flriking, and exhibits a matchlefs and admirable union of 
nature and art. The flreara divides itfelf into two unequal parts. To the wen ward, 
where the greatefl part of the town lies, there rifes on the wide plain a high, round, Heep 
and hard rock, which has the caflle as a crown on it. The river winds along by the 
foot of this rock, and at a fmall diHance from it, there rifes a mountain of foft Hone di- 
reftly perpendicular on both fides, and about one hundred feet high. Upon this natural 
wall, which is much higher than the higheH houfe of the town, there grows a thick 
wood, in the midH of which are feveral plantations. Through the part of the wall 
where it is only fixty feet broad, they have cut a handfome pafiage. On the other fide 
of the river, there is the mofl romantic rock ever feen. It is a kind of naked wall, 
which Hretches along the plain from the river for three miles, and is five hundred feet 
high. I cannot better defcribe the peculiarity of this fituation to you, than by bidding 
you conceive the town as the centre of a leini-circle of hills, the two parts of the fiver as 
fenn-diameters, and this wall as a radius of the circle, 

‘ The town itfelf is very handfome—the houfes are high, and built all of Hone. The 

roofs of the houfes are in the Italian taHe, and you may walk out upon them. The ca¬ 
thedral is the handfomefl building I have feen fince 1 left Paris. It is built of freeHone, 
and is an imitation of St. Peter's at Rome. The portico is ol marble, and the whole is 
covered with copper. Before the portico there is a large quadrangular place, with 
arches and galleries, in which is the Prince’s refidence, and the abbey of St. Peter. In 
the middle of this place there is a ltatue of the Virgin in Bronze; it is fine, but ot an 
unnatural fize. There are larg^areas, encompafled with handfome buildings, on both 
fides of the church. In the middle of that which is to the left, there is the mofl mag¬ 
nificent fountain of marble I ever faw, and fome valuable figures of gigantic fize. There 
is likewife a fountain in that to the right, but it is not to be compared with the former 
one, and the Neptune of it makes but a very pitiful figure. This town contains manv 
more excellent buildings and flatutes, which remind you that the borders of Italy are 
not far diflant. 

As far as I know of the inhabitants, they appear very focial, open, and lively, and 
uncommonly attached to flrangers. Until I (hall get better acquainted with them, I 
mutt give you an account of fome excutlions I made into feveral parts of Bavaria, in my 
way from Munich. 

Freyfingen, an epifcopal refidence, though not ill built, is on the whole a tniferable 
little place. It confifls folely of moyks, flrumpets, a few melancholy fludents, and poop 
vol, vi, s mechanics. 
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mechanics. The prince’s caftle is pleafanlly fituafed upon the fide of a mountain, from 
which it commands a delightful profpeft over great part of Bat-aria, and the mountains 
of Tyrol and Saltzburg. The bifliop’s poffeflions lie fcattered through Bavaria and 
Auftria. His income may perhaps amount to 30,000 florins, or 3000I. a year, and he 
keeps his lord high fteward, his mailer of the hounds, his counfellors, his body guards, 
his mitfic, and his cook and butler, which two la(t have undoubtedly the molt to do. 

From Freyfingen I travelled on to Ratifbon, a dark, melancholy, and very large 
town, which you know is the feat of the diet, and contains about twenty-two thouland 
inhabitants. 1 really do not know what to fay to you about it, except that the bridge 
over the Danube is a very heavy one, which was built by the Devil, and that I met with 
very good quarters at the "White Lamb, the mailer of which is the civilefl and mofl ac¬ 
commodating landlord that I have yet found in Germany. One would imagine the 
number of envoys from the different princes of the empire who are conflant!y refident 
here, would give life to the place j but you cannot think, how dead every thing is. If 
it were not for the prince of Thurn and Taxis, the Emperor’s principal commiffary, and 
port-mafter-general of the empire, you would not believe the town to be the feat of the 
diet. But this gentleman, whofe income is about four hundred thoufand florins, or 
40,ocol. per annum, gives operas, comedies, wild-beafl baitings, balls, and fire-works, 
lie is indeed a very worthy perfoK, and does honour to his place by his greatnefs of 
mind and ncble way of thinking. This gentleman may be faid to do the honours of the 
diet in the ftrifteft lenfe of the word ; for the reft of the Ambaffadors are forced to live 
very economically, on account of the fmallnefs of their incomes. Many of them go 
about in hackney-coaches. As every thing that is for their ufe conies into the city duty 
free, the people of the place make heavy complaints of their fervants for carrying on 
a large contraband trade. Indeed they conceive that what they lofe by this, is more 
than an equivalent for what they gain by the diet in other relpefts. The fact is, that 
the Ambaifadors from the greateft powers, who have large incomes, and feem to be paid 
for holding great ftate, hold none; and as the other minifters regulate themfelves by 
their example, one may be feveral weeks in lown without being fenfible that the diet is 
afiembled. Our Ambaifador is one of the foreigners who is moil eminently diftinguithed 
for his knowledge. Both he and the fecretary to the embaffy, Mr. Ileriffant, the fon 
of a bookfeller at Paris, are particularly well acquainted with German politics, and alfo 
with German literature. 

The bufinefs of the diet is very tedious. This is owing to the prevalence of party on 
all great occafions, and the jealonfy which the great powers entertain of each other j 
for the forms according to w hich bufineis is done, are in themfelves very fimple. The 
diet confifts of three colleges, to wit, the electorate, that of the prince’s, and that of the 
college of the ftates. The two firft are called the higher colleges, though they have no 
effential pre-eminence over the other in the common bufineis of the diet. All thefe 
colleges affemble in a hall, to receive the Emperor’s propofitions ; thence they retire 
into three feparate chamber’s, where the votes of each other are collefted, in a manner 
well calculated for the purpofe. The majority decides in each chamber as to the rules 
of that chamber, and lb does the majority of the three colleges as to the determination 
of the whole. When the three colleges are unanimous, it is called a condufion of the 
diet, and is laid before the Emperor, or his principal commiffary, as a judgment of the 
diet. When one college differs from the two others, its conclufious are tranfmitted to 
the Emperor. The reiolutiom agreed on are immediately executed, and at the conclu- 
fion oi the diet, are entered among the decrees of the empire. 
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The eleftoral college, befides the advantage it naturally derives from the fmall num¬ 
ber of voters in it, whofe decifions are ftill of as much weight as thofe of the other two, 
has a great additional influence from the circumllance of the five fecular members of it 
having near twenty votes in the college of princes. Since the death of the laft elector 
of Bavaria, it confifts but of eight voices; the efeaor and Archbiihop of Mentz is the 
prefident. It is not yet fettled who is to have the decifive voice in cafe of an equality; 
but as this is an event to be expe&ed, it is thought that there will foon be a ninth eleftor 
cholen from the Koufe of Wirtemberg or Heffe-CafTel. The only obftacle is the jea- 
loufy of fome of the eleftoral houfes, left the Emperor Ihould propofe one of his own 
dependants. 

In the college of princes there are in all one hundred votes, of which thirty-three are 
ecclefiaftical, fixty-one fecular, and fix colleftive. Thefe laft confift of the two benches 
of prelates and abbeffes, namely, the Suabian and Rhenilh, and of the four colleges of 
the counts of the empire, namely, the Wetteravian, Suabian, Weftphalian and Fran¬ 
conian. Each college of counts, and each bench of prelates, has one vote. There are 
twenty members on the bench of Suabian prelates, and nineteen on that of the Rhenilh 
ones. The Wetteravian college of counts has ten members, the Suabian twenty, the 
Franconian fixteen, and the Weftphalian thirty-four. There are many counts of the 
empire who are not included in this number, becaufe though they have been raifed to 
the dignity of count, they have not yet taken their feat at the diet. Other feats are 
vacant, becaufe the lands they are attached to have fallen into greater houfes, the mailers 
of which confider the privilege of voting as counts, as fiender and inconfiderable. The 
college of princes has this privilege peculiar to it, that one houfe can have many votes; 
thus the prefent Elector Palatine hasfeven votes, and his fucceffor, the Duke of Deux- 
Ponts, will have eight; the King of Pruffia has five, and after the death of the prefent 
Prince of Anfpach and Bareith, will have feven; the Eleftor of Brunfwick has five. 
This arifes from the rank of principality in the empire being veiled in the property, not 
in the perfon; fo one perfon may poffefs feveral properties, each of which feparately 
claims his title of principality. Auftria and Saltzburg take it by turns to prefide over 
this college, the one one day, and the other the next. The Archbiihop of Befan^on, 
and the King of Sardinia, as Duke of Savoy, have for a long time left off fending minif- 
ters to the diet, fo the college of princes confifts now only of ninety-eight votes. The 
college of the ftates confifts of fifty-one, and is divided into two, namely, the Suabian 
and Rheniih. On the firft there are thirty-feven, and on the other fourteen feats. The 
ftate in which the diet is held has the direction. 

The imperial court has a great influence in all the three colleges. The three ecclefi¬ 
aftical electors have been ahnoft conilantly creatures of the Emperor, who fpares neither 
gold, threats, nor promifes, to infpire the canons of Mentz, Treves, and Cologne, in 
the choice of a new archbiihop. Formerly our court ufed the fame methods of acquir¬ 
ing influence in the empire; but that channel is now flopped up for ever, by the vigi¬ 
lance and activity of the court of Vienna. The Emperor Jhas the fame weight in the 
princes’ college.' Almofi: all the ecclefiaftical princes are his true fons. The chapter 
of I.uttoch is the only one, in modem times, which has dared to wtthftand the Empe¬ 
ror’s influence in the election of the fovereign. Beiides thefe means of gaining influ¬ 
ence, it has always been the maxim of the imperial court to raife the members of the 
hereditary dominion, who poflefled the filial left fief in the empire, to the dignity of 
princes,in order to infure them a feat and a vote in the diet. It is thus that the houfes 
of Lobkowits, ‘Dieteichftein, Schwarzenberg, Lichtenflein, Auerlberg, and Thurn, have 
been introduced into the college, in fpite of the proteftations of all the old princes, 
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merely to flrengthen the influence of the houfe of Auflria. The Dukes of Arcmberg 
are mnongft the oldcfl princes; but as by far the greateft part of their poflefllons iie in 
the hereditary lands of Auftria, they are almolt totally dependant on the court of Vienna. 
Many others of the old houfes, on account of the fuuation of their properties alfo adhere 
to the Emperor, who from onecaufe or other, may be fuppofed to be fecureaf half the 
votes to carry whatever he has a mind fhould be carried. In the college of towns he 
rules almoft without controlfor asthefe ^.re alraoft all cncompafled by mofl powerful 
princes, they require the particular protection of the court of Vienna to prevent their 
being totally crufhed. 

Powerful as the Emperor’s influence may be under fuch circumfiances, ftill the Antes 
find means to counteract the ft ream, and interrupt its force. Mahly has juftly obferved, 
in his remarks on the hiftory of France, that if you confider the empire as compofecl of 
independent Hates, who have leagued with each otherfor mutual defence, one could not 
devife wife? regulations than they have infHtuted to fecure their liberty from internal 
ufurpers. The definition of the conflitution of the empire, “ It is a confufion preferr¬ 
ed by God’s omnipotence, *” is a juft one as long as the empire is erroneoufly confi- 
dered as a fingle felf-fubfifting Hate ; but if you view it, that is, as an ttflembly of many 
free ftates, who have knit themfeives together by a certain political fyftem, one fliall dif- 
cover in place of confullon, a great deal of order; and inflead of unmeaning connection, 
a great deal of prudence and forefight. The dam which I have mentioned to you, is 
that law which provides, that “ the majority in the imperial colleges fhould not be deci- 
five, either in religion or thofe matters in which the ftates could not be confidered as 
one body, or where the catholics were of one, and the prdteflants of another opinion.” 
In thefe cafes the colleges divide into parties, and however fmall in number one party 
may be, its decree is held equal to the other more numerous one. Religion alone gave 
rife to this law; but in latter times the genius of politics has made good ufe of it, and 
all the catholics who are neceflarily dependant on the Emperor’s court, have found it of 
l'ervice for a finaller number of proteftants to be able to oppofe the Emperor. Since the 
power of the King of Pruflia has got fo aflonifiiingly high, he is at the head of the pro- 
teftant party, although Saxony has the apparent government of it, and he protefts often 
very vehemently againft things in which religion is not in the lealt concerned. 

From Munich I went to lnfpruck, and from thence into the Tyrol. I will referve 
what I have to fay on that fubject till its proper place, which will be when I come to the 
Auflrian territories; befides this letter is already of the proper length. 

LETTER XIV. 

Saltzburg. 

IT was with great pleafure that I wandered over this romantic country, and at one 
time Handing on fome immenfe peak I viewed under me the clouds, towered on clouds, 
boundlefs plains, innumerable lakes, rivers, and brooks, vallies of tremendous depth, 
and the bare fummits of huge granate rocks, with the fenfations which are peculiar fo fuch 
heavenly regions. Sometimes 1 take my abode in the deep hanging brow of a mountain, 
in a fhepherdefs’s hut, who dwells the whole fummer through with her flocks in this 
fubterreflrial region, and is vifited only by her lover, who clambers up two or three 
miles of the mountains to her, fome wild-goat hunter, or by chance fome flrayed knight 
like myfelf j there I live a day like an ancient patriarch on milk and cheefe, count the 
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flock which in the evening affembles round the hut, at the found of a flute, and which at 
the moment I can think are my own, fieep upon a heap of hay far more tranquil than 
you upon your hypochondriac down bed, and then enjoy the beauties of the riling fun, 
with a luxury and delight, which at operas, comedies, balls, and all the ufual places of 
entertainment, you mud look for in vain. Sometimes 1 vifit a lake, in the bofom of a 
high mountain, which charms my fight Hill more, if at break of day I find it mantled 
over with a jaaift. Then with greater pleafure, I lurvey the rifing fun drive, and dil'perfe 
the mid into the valley, and the gilded mountain tops emerging high above it, now the 
wind by degrees difeovers the lake like a mirrour, and the mid, like a night fpectre, 
creeps through the interdices of the mountain into feme neighbouring cliffs. Then I 
make a little voyage in a hollowed tree, which here mud do the fervicc of a fliip, and 
breakfad on exquifite butter and honey, in fome neighbouring peafant’s houfe, and 
fmije when I think of you, who are fitting at your tea-table in your learned night¬ 
gown, and critic night-cap, fwallowing with your tea, fome as watery ftale produc¬ 
tion of the day, and from all that rot-gut fluff, get fwelled and pud’ed with wind, which 
you vainly endeavour to difpel by rhubarb, and all the preparations of your medicine 
ched. 

The part which is towards the town has the appearance of an immenfe pyramid ; but 
it dretches backwards into a rock, which is a mile long, and takes fix or feven hours to 
walk round. A common traveller will reach the top in, five hours, but the goat hunters, 
who climb like cats, do it in three. There is a profpect from it over all Bavaria, and 
you may reckon nine lakes in fight. The mod charming part of the profpeft, is the 
principality of Berchtoldfgadcn, which lies to the fouth of the mountain, and confids of 
a woody wall encompaffed round with vad heights of the mod picturfefque granate. 
Amonglt them the Watzman is didinguifhed by its perfectly conical appearance. The 
appearance of the lakes around the dark woods have an uafpeakabty fine effect. The 
profpect, into fome-of the neighbouring vallies of Saltzburg, is not lefs beautiful. 

This mountain feems a proof of the truth of the fyftem taken up by Mr. Buffon, with 
regard to mountains. It confids of a mafs of granate, worked into the foil, in the decli¬ 
vities and depths of which, here and there fand and chalk-done lie as if floated in water. 
The lower parts of the mountain are well wooded, and it has fome very good mines of 
red and white marble. From one of thefe mines there is a fine profpeft of the town ; 
at fome diftance from them, in a wide gap of the mountain, there is a very remarkable 
water fall. A rapid dream (which in fpring when the fnow begins to melt, mud be 
much larger than it is now) breaks out from a cleft of the rock ; which you enter by 
means of fome artificial fteps. In the cleft, where one {hi vers with cold, you hear in the 
Infide of a mountain a dull rumbling like far didant thunder. Probably the mountain 
has fome lake in its bofom, into which the fnow and rain water precipitating from above, 
occafion the noife. There is not a doubt but this internal body of water mud in time 
prove dedructive to the mountain. The tradition of the country is, that the Emperor 
Charles the Great and his whole army, are confined and fhut up in this mountain until 
Doomfday, and will continue till then amufing themfelves with this terrible noife. On 
a certain day of the year, about midnight, the Emperor is to be feen with his train of 
miniders and generals, going in proceffion to the cathedral of Saltzburg. Were it not 
that you are fo well acquainted with the wonders to be met in the Sierra Morena at the 
mouth of the Ouadiana, I could lay before you a legally atteded account of wizards, 
whole white beards by length of time, have grown ten or twenty times about the table 
on which they lie fleeping in the mountain, and of hermits a thoufand years old, w ho 
have led drayed goat-hunters through fubterraneous paflages, and {hewn them fairy 
palaces.of gold and precious dones. From the cleft whence the fpirit of the great 
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Charles iffues to walk by night, the ftream precipitates itfelf with a loud noife, and falls 
in a variety of cafcades down the deep and narrow gully which it feems to have dug 
itfelf in the hard marble. Here and there it has hollowed out bafons of marble by its 
fall, which no power of art could have given a better polifii to. Indeed they are fo 
nicely conftrufted, that the lovers of antiquity in the neighbourhood have actually been 
at the pains to prove that they are ancient baths. Quite below, at the foot of the moun¬ 
tain, behind a mill, the fall prefents a moll piCturefque appearance. It is not very high 
at this point, but very fmgular, beeaufe the water is divided into innumerable threads, 
which crofs each other in fuch varied and ftrange ways amid ft the fragments of the rock 
which have fallen from above, that no imagination can devife a cafcade fo fanciful and 
capricious. Here on the detached rocks are fmall pine-trees, which infinitely increafe 
the beauty of the fcene. The water of this ftream is fo cold, that you could not hold 
your hand in it ten feconds ; and yet in the greateft fweat and perfpiration, you may 
■drink as much as you pleafe, without the final left danger, as you digeft it as eafily 
as air. When I am perfectly faint, I do not know a better cordial than this water. 

That part of the principality of Sal tzburg which lies to the north of thecapitai, is likewife 
very mountainous, but it produces fufficient grain for the fupport of its inhabitants. But 
about fix'miles from the town there is a long narrow valley which ftretches itfelf firft 
fome miles fouthward and then weft ward, is bounded by vaft mountains, is watered by 
the river Saltza, conftitutes the greateft part of the principality, but fcarcely bears one 
third part of the neceftary grain. The entrance to this valley is called the Pafs of Lueg 
or Luhk, a word which in low Dutch and Englifh fignifies/sofc, and anfwers to the watch 
tower of many Imperial towns and territories. This pafs is a deep narrow hollow be¬ 
tween naked, fufpended, perpendicular rocks of granate, which hang over on each ftde, 
rife to an enormous height, and through which the Saltza pours with great impetuofity. 
Above the river they have cut a path in the rock, and there is a gate with hardly room 
enough for a fingle carriage to pafs, protected by a battery, fo that a few people here 
could withftand a whole army. The other approaches to this valley are equally well 
guarded, and nature feems to have fortified it as well as Wales. 

Befides this large valley there are feveral lefler ones adjoining, which belong to thi 3 
principality. They are of the fame nature as the other, and the inhabitants of them live 
chiefly by breeding cattle. In many places you may find very rich farmers, who own from 
fixty to fourfeore head of great cattle. They export fome cheefe and butter, but not near fo 
much as they might do, if the inhabitants were as induftrious, frugal, and difpofed for trade 
as the Swifs. Befides horned cattle they a Ho breed great numbers of horfes which are 
very ftrong, and are exported to great diftances for the purpofes of heavy burden and 
draught; their fhape is not handfome; their heads are too thick, and their hind quar¬ 
ters too high; but I remember well to have feen in fome towns on the Rhine, a fingle 
Saltzburg horfe drawing a weight of forty quintals, and a very heavy cart befides from 
the river to the town. The farmers ufe them to hard labour at three years old, and 
this is the caufe why they foon become ftiff, and cannot ferve for coach horfes. The 
Emperor gave twelve pounds for one for his artillery. The dominions which this prince 
has in Carrthen, are, in point of natural advantages, much the fame as thefe; but what 
he poffefles in Auftria is too inconfiderable to be mentioned. Upon the whole, this 
country draws near the half of its neceffary corn from Bavaria. 

The* peafant of this country cannot content himfelf with cheefe and potatoes, as the 
Swifs does ; but mu ft always have his meat, which, however fat it may be, he conftantly 
dips in hog’s lard. He mult have an abundance of good bread, beer and brandy. 
Confidering the natural fituation of the country, this too expenfive mode of living would 
make them the pooreft people in Europe, if the extravagance was not counterbalanced 
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bt a prudent and admirable (economy in other refpefts. The Saltzburg peafant clothes 
bimfelf from head to foot; every family weaves a fort of coarfe dark grey cloth, from 
wool which they grow and prepare themfelves. They all'o make their own fhoes and 
ftockings, Their drefs is by there means cleanly, fimple, and graceful. With all this, 
the equality between the income and expenditure of the country is chiefly kept up by the 
nuneSi 

The falt-works at Hallein are without comparifon the mod confiderable. The inter¬ 
nal part of this mountain, which is about four miles diftant from this place, confifts of 
cryftals of fait, mixed with a great deal of earth. In order to dean it, they dig large 
hollow chambers within-fide, and fill them with water, which wadies the fait, and lets 
the earth fmk to the bottom. The water thus impregnated is conveyed into pans and 
boiled off." In courfe'of time the chambers fill of themfelves again with fait, and the 
treafure is inexhauftible. One of thefe chambers, when it is lighted up makes one of 
the prettieil fights in the world. Conceive to yourfelf a hall about a hundred feet 
fquare, the walls and ground of which are compofed of cryftals of every earthly colour, 
and which reft eft the light fo wonderfully that you would think yourfelf in fome en¬ 
chanted palace. In order to carry on this work, the wood of the foreits along the 
Saltza and other rivers is floated down them. This may perhaps in time put a flop to 

it, for the fmall woods are already vifibly thinner. 

From the unfavourable fttuation of this country, it cannot ufe the whole of this trea¬ 
fure for itfelf, but is obliged to give up the molt part to foreigners. All the country 
round is either Aultrian or Bavarian. The firlt have fait fufficient for their own ufe, 
and all importation of foreign fait is prohibited. On the other hand, the Bavarian falt- 
work at Ratilbon is fo productive, that it not only provides fufficient for that country, 
but alfo can afford a confiderable quantity to foreigners. In confequence of all this, 
the Archhifhops of Saltzburg have round themfelves obliged to enter into an agreement 
with the Dukes of Bavaria, in virtue of which, thefe take a certain quantity of fait every 
year, at a very moderate price, and furnilh Switzerland and Suabia with it. By this 
means the fait trade of Saltzburg is properly in the hands of Bavaria, who, gain full 
three times as much by it as the princes of Saltzburg. Ihe value of the fait which Ba¬ 
varia ftipulates to take yearly, amounts to about 200,000 florins, or 20,000k What is 
difpofed of in the country itfelf, or carried into Auitria clapdeftinely, makes on the 
whole about 350,000 florins, or 35,000k of which two thirds may be clear gain. 

The gold and filver mines of this principality make a great figure in the geography of 
Germany j but compared with the falt-works are not worth mentioning. In the regis¬ 
ters of the cuftom-houfe I have feen the entry of all the gold, filver, iron, copper, and 
other mines or pits, on an average of the laft ten years: the prince’s clear gain from ail 
his works, was about 65,000 florins, or 6500k a year. He works them almoft all him- 
felf; for fome years paft he has loft in digging a gold mine in the neighbourhood of 
Gaftein, about 20,000 florins, or 2000k a year, which he has ventured, in the trea¬ 
cherous hope of being rewarded in time with a rich fpoif, and partly that the valley 
where it is dug, whofe inhabitants live foleiy by thefe works, may not become a wafte. 
The iron here is brittle, and in no great requeft. The prince has alio a brafs manu- 
faftory on his own account, but the calamine neceflary for it grows every day more fcarce 
in the country. 

Mr. Bufching fays, in his account of Germany, that he “ learns from good autho¬ 
rity, that the income of the archbifhop amounts to four millions of florins,” or 400,000k 
If the prince would make me his farmer-general, I durft h ardly offer him 1,200,000 
florins, or i 2o,oool. for his whole revenue. I am pretty confident that the taxes, tolls, 

and 
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anti crown-lands, &c. in which I include the produce of the mines, &c. do not yield 
much above 600,000 florins, or Go,oool. The excife, cufloms, and other taxes levied 
in tlic capital, together with the prince’s breweries, mull bring in 435,000 more or 
43,5001. before I could clear any thing by my contract. 

The extent of the country is eftimatetl at two hundred and forty German fquarc 
miles. There are only feven or eight towns, fome of which are not to be compared 
with a Suabian village. The total number of inhabitants is computed at two hundred 
and fifty thoufand, of which the capital contains fourteen tboufand. There is only one 
manufacture; in the whole country, which is a friiall one at Hailein for cotton ftockings, 
and night-caps. Since there has been a good road made to Triefte, Saltzburg carries 
on a confiiderable trade in fpices and drugs, with which it (upplies a great part of Bava¬ 
ria. I he roads through this mountainous country are in general very good. Notwith- 
ftanding here and there you pafs on wooden bridges hung by chains over fome dreadful 
abyffes, the heavieft carriages have nothing to fear, except perhaps the being overfet by 
a violent blalt of wind, or being covered by a fall of fnow in fpring. On my journey to 
the bath at Gaftein, one of the wildeftregionsof this country, I fawall that was poffible 
to be done to render the moft dreadful abyffes and lleepelt rocks palfable. In this jour¬ 
ney I faw alfo one of the moll remarkable water-falls which I ever met with. A powerful 
ltream precipitates itfelf almoft from the clouds, upon a rock beneath, which rifes a 
hundred feet high above the wav, and thence fo (Irongly recoils in an arch, that a tra¬ 
veller who paffes under this arch is not in the Ieaft wet. In front this fall cannot be feen, 
becaufe it is too narrow, and the oppofite rock is too deep; but a little diftance oft’, 
when viewed from the fide it prefeuts a moft extraordinary alpefl:, 

LETTER XV. 

Saltzburg . 

I AM a lover of mountain feenes, and by no means one of thofe whofe feelings 
are only to be excited by what is monftrous, who love Itrong emotions, becaufe they 
are commonly infenlible to the gentler affe&ions, and who feek for fatisfaclion from bar¬ 
ren rocks, from boundiefs plains of ice and fnow, becaufe by intemperate ufe of tile 
joys which milder regions prefent, they are difgufted with them. To me the moft uni¬ 
form plain is variety enough, to keep my heart in that degree of warmth, and my fenfes 
within the limits which are neceftary for the uninterrupted enjoyment of nature. I em¬ 
brace the tree which fuddenly aflords me a fliade, after I have long wandered through a 
barren and level fpot. The mofs upon ajieath allures me, and the rivulet which fteals 
through fome unextenfive meadow, interefts me fujficiently without the noife of a water¬ 
fall. I am however, impartial enough to do all juftice to the mountain views, and allow 
them, in refpeft to beauty, the preference over the plains. The pulfe of nature beats 
Jlronger here, every thing dilcovers more life and energy, every thing more loudly and 
emphatically lpeaks an almighty Power at work. The ftreain which, without knowing 
the path it mult purfue, meanders flowly through the plain, rufhes through the moun¬ 
tains and grows impetuous in its courfe ; the motion of the clouds, the revolutions of 
the Iky, and the peals of thunder are all more ftrong and animated. The vallies in the 
fair feafon of the year, are filled with finer perfumes of flowers and herbs than thofe of 
the plains, whofe foil is not fo fit to preferve their radical moifture, and where their ex¬ 
halations are diflipated more widely in the air. Nature Here is more varied and infinitely 
more piflurefque. Of her different (hades, an inhabitant of the plain can form no con¬ 
ception, but from the contraft, they all, even the fmalleft features of them, appear more 
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finking and engaging. Here at once nature prefents the peculiarities of every feafcw, 
and the mod different climates. As long as the funimer lafts, in the bottom of the val¬ 
ley the heat of Africa is felt; in the middle of the mountain you enjoy the moderate 
temperature of fpring; and the top reminds you of Siberia. And how various are the 
forms, chains and heaps of mountains and hills ! 

Man refembles his foil, unlefs education and fociety change him. The peafant of 
this country bears the ftamp of nature upon him. His movements are quick, like the 
ft ream in his wood; he is boifterous in his paffions, like the atmofphere; he breathes 
ftrong as the oak which fliaJes him; and is faithful, firm and true as the rock which 
bears his hut. The life and variety of the fcenes which nature offers him, render his 
head richer in conceptions, and his heart warmer than it would be if he dwelt upon an 
uniform plain, and gave himlelf up to nature as he does here. His diftance from pa¬ 
pulous places, and the fcattered fituation of the huts, which give him few opportunities 
for diftra&ion from his own concerns, preferve his manners pure, diFpofe him to reflec¬ 
tion, and make him more attentive to his own proper bufinefs. In his make, the ex- 
preffion of his countenance, his geftures and language, he has greatly the advantage of 
the Bavarian peafant. I regret inceffantly that my want of fufficient fkill in the provin¬ 
cial dialeft prevents my communing with thefe mountaineers, fo agreeably as 1 wilh to 
do. The unfpeakable opennefs of heart which they fhew, their frequent mftances of 
good-will and affeftion, together with the good humour and native pleafantry legible in 
their looks, endear them at firft fight to every friend of humanity. Many of them ftill 
wear long beards, and thofe in the remoter parts thou every body, even their princes. 
The difeafe of the throat is not uncommon with them, though it be not fo prevalent as 
fome travellers choofe to report it. In general they are a very handfome fet of people. 

The diminution made in the population and agriculture of thefe lands, by the emi¬ 
gration of the proteflants about fifty years ago, is not yet recovered. In this mailer, 
piece of bad government, the weaknefs of a prince, and the felfilli treachery of a minif- 
ter, were beyond meafure confpicuous. I have read over the papers which give an ac¬ 
count of this wonderful event, to my great edification. Thofe are much deceived who 
afcribe the caufe of this extraordinary commotion to religious principles, propagated in 
thefe mountains at the time of the reformation. From the writings before me, it ap¬ 
pears that very few had any diftinfi idea of the Auglburg or Helvetian confeffions of 
faith. Thefe may poffibly have contributed fomething; but moll of thefe new protef- 
tants became fo through reflection and difcourfes among themfelves, the caufes of which 
were furnilhed by maxims felected from catholic fermons and religious books. Had 
they been allowed unlimited freedom of religion in the country, they certainly would 
have founded an intire new fe£t, which would have had little refemblance to either 
Calvinifm or Lutheranifm. Moll of thofe who were heard judicially in their own de¬ 
fence, anfwered the quellion, “ Whether they would confefs to the Lutheran or the 
Catholic church ?” directly, “ No, to neither of them. We believe, but not what our 
countrymen believe, but keep ourfelves merely to the fcriptures.” Many circumfiances, 
with which the reformers of the fixteenth century had no concern, occafioned a fort 
of rebellion of men’s underftandings. Peafams and mechanics became preachers in 
their own houfes, or under fome tree in a fequeftered place. In fhort, we mull do 
thefe people the honour to fay, they were almoft entirely their own teachers. It was 
when they were obliged to feek foreign protection from the oppreflion of their own 
lords, and enter into treaty with the King of Pruffia, that they declared themfelves of a 
fe£t, which, by the treaty of Weftphalia, was privileged in the empire, and they did it 
becaufe no other means could have fecured them from total oppreflion. 
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The arthbifttop of that time was a good man, who truly loved his fubje&s, and did 
every thing poffible, according to his judgment* to guide them in the ftraight path to 
happinefs. He fent capuchins as miffionaries into the mountains* whofe capuchins and 
beards however could get no hold on men whole underftandings were awakened- He 
prayed inceflajitly for the converfion of his ftrayed fheep, and fpared neither gold nor 
kind words to recover them back to heaven. The Ipfs of ft> many fouls was far more 
grievous to him than the departure of fo many poor from the culture of his lands, and 
the confequent diminution of his income. 

His chancellor, however, viewed things in a quite different light. He had calculated 
what benefits he could derive to himfelf by the emigration of fo many thoufand inhabi¬ 
tants, and the fale of fo many eftates. He made ufe of the weaknefs of his prince, on 
this moft plaufible occafion, to fill his own purfc. He reprefented to him how dange¬ 
rous it was for the fafety of his yet right-believing fubjefls, to permit heretics to dwell 
among them. Taking advantage of the following anfwer made by one of the adherents 
to the new doflrineto a neighbour^ who had given him great provocation : u Stay only 
till the King of Pruflia’s fix thoufand men draw- near; we fhall ffrike all your heads off. 
He is another kind of monarch than the archbifhop, and he is already on his march j:o 
us, &c*” The patriotic chancellor difcovered high treafon, in a fpeech which was only 
the exprcfiion of a rafh, unguarded moment of paffion- By a fingle word he became 
the aftual caufe of the retreat of about twenty-five thoufand men, by which he gained 
about fifty thoufand* and the archbilhop loft one hundred thoufand florins of his yearly 
income- The King of Pruflia fent two commiflaries here, who were ordered to protect 
the property of thofe who chofe to retire into his territories, and brought out of the 
'country the greateft part of the gold which was got by the late of the houfes, properties, 
and goods of the refugees. 

There are Hill over all the mountains many adherents to the new do&rine. I made 
acquaintance with one, who is in every refpeft too remarkable not to introduce him to 
you aifo. Some days ago I vifited with another gentleman the fheriff, or as he is termed 
here, the conftable of Werfen, a very polite and clear thinking man; for, in the molt 
remote parts of thefe mountains, the information of the people exceeded my expecta¬ 
tions. This excurfion gave me pleafure in every fiep. 

From thepafs of Lneg, where the great valley begins, the road runs for two miles into 
Werfen, through a narrow gully, between naked rocks, which in many places Hand like 
heaven's high walls on each fide* The fcattered clumps of wood at the Foot of this 
chain of mountains; the wild variety in thecourfe of the river Saltz; the extraordinary 
incifions, formation, and complexion of th& rocks ; the marks of the former height of 
the river, vifible many fathoms above its prefent bed ; the fingutar ftation of the very 
few habitations ; and the ftriking difpofition of the whole, gives this other wife folitary 
landfcape fufficient attractions to fix a traveller’s attention- The caftle of Werfen (lands 
by the fpot of this name, where the valley begins to widen remarkably, upon a detached 
rock of a conical form, which rifes in the middle of the gully. On one fide of it there 
is fcarcely room for the road, and on the other, fcarcely room for the riven The front 
of the cattle commands a profpeft over the wide part of the valley, which runs between 
hills, part of which are well cultivated, and part covered with rich woods; and from 
the back you fee the narrow deep glen, through which the traveller has come, the rocky 
points of which are fhiningjn the fun, while in the depth below perpetual darknefs fits 
encamped- In the caftle many prifoners are confined, who are fometimes obliged to 
work in chains. I was ftruck peculiarly with the form and countenance of a man, of 
whom I had already heard much reported- He has the figure of a handfome elderly 
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man, of fomething more than fixty years, who ftill preferves a fine ruddy complexion. 
His ftrong long beard, and beautiful black hair, are here and there mixed with grey 
very thinly fcattered. His carriage is as light, and he holds himfetf as ftraight as a 
youth in his full fti'ength. His forehead, and the whole formation of his countenance 
is regular, and his large blue fpeaking eyes, mult fix the attention of any one the lead 
acquainted with mankind upon him. An inexpreffible lerenity of loul, and the pride in- 
fcparable from a great character, are pictured in his countenance. I defired to hear 
him tell his hiftory, and now give it you from his own words, as nearly as I can. 

“ 1 have been now,” faid he, “ twenty-four years a pril'oner here. I ftill remember 
the emigration of the many thoufands of my countrymen, in which, though I was then 
but young, I took great concern. As l grew up, the memory of this event made the 
ftrongdl imprcifion on me. The joy with which fo many of my neighbours quitted 
their native country, to ftiun any force on their confidences, and be unredrained and 
free in their faith, had fomething great and affefting in it to me. This made the re- 
monftranxjes of my friends and acquaintances, who did not agree in opinion with the 
capuchins, find an eafy accefs to my mind. I opened the Scriptures, compared the 
doftrine I met witfi there with the Pope’s, and formed my own religion, the principles 
of which 1 did not keep very fecret, becaule 1 believed them true. As at that time the 
capuchins, who wandered about the whole country as miffionaries, had fpies every where, 
they could not fail but hear at lad of feme alfertions which efcaped me in the heat of 
religious deputation. They inftantly purfued and perfecuted me wherever I was. At 
laft they came into my lioufe, and infilled on a confeffion of my faith. I anfwered ac¬ 
cording to my conviction, and laid my doubts before them; however this did not fig - 
nify. They conftantly went from the point; it was of no avail to interrogate them on 
matters of faith; faith mull be implicit, and I mull deliver a confefiion ol faith. I told 
them it was utterly impofiible to believe what was contrary to the convidtion of my 
mind; but all did not ferve. 

' “ When I faw that they could not convince me, and that they paid no regard to my 

internal convidlion, I told them to leave me in peace, and flaked my honour and my life 
to them that I would conceal my religious opinions, nor make any converts to them. 
This was in vain; every day they rudely broke into my houfe, and preffed me to a con- 
feflion of faith which belied my confidence. Sir, I did all that was peffible to obtain 
peace from them, but it was impofiible. One day, as I returned fatigued from the field, 
and was going to refrefli myfelf with fome provifion, the capuchins came again riotoufly 
into my houfe. I had for fome time before this refolved not to fay a word to them, 
except good day or good evening. As thgjr began their old clamour again, I heard 
them a long time compofed and quiet, and took my fare with better relilh the more 
they curfed me. However, as there appeared to be no end of it, I retired into a corner 
behind the oven, to let them rail as long as they pleafed. But even there I was not 
fecure; at laft I threw myfelf impatiently on the bed, and as one of them approached me 
even here, and dunned in my ears, I turned my back to him, but immediately there was 
another oif them at the other fide, who made a ftill more horrid clack than his com¬ 
panion. At laft I became enraged, and told them I was mailer in my own houfe, and 
as they continued ftill to behave worfe and worfe, I fprung up, feized the firlt thing I 
could lay hold of, which I believe was a broom, and beat them out of my brittle. I was 
now treated not only as an obdurate heretic, but as a blafphemer who had laid facrilegi- 
ous hands upon the holy priefts. They took me prifoncr,* and brought me here in 
chains. At firft I fuffered dreadfully. A hundred times I laid, if they would only con¬ 
vince me, 1 would confefs with heart and foul. But it was all to no purpefe. They 
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endeavoured to force me to go into the church to confefs, to reveal my opinions on re¬ 
ligion, &c. I told them I could publifh nothing further of my religion, than that I did 
not believe what they believed. They either would or could not convince me, and I 
then became impatient to go to the church, but they told me I could not be permitted, 
unlefs it was for the purpofe of changing my faith and confefling my errors. The incef- 
faitt importunity of the capuchins for a confeflion of Faith from me was the moll infuf- 
ferable of all. All iny folicitations to be indulged, and all remonltrances of the futility 
of a verbal confeflion unlels the heart joined in it, were of no fervice. At hft I re- 
folved to behave like a mute and hold no more difeourfe with them ; which refolution, 
for eighteen whole years, 1 have literally perfifted in ; a few years ago they begun to 
treat me more kindly, and fince that time I have refumed my fpeech,” 

The condable confirmed to us that this extraordinary man had not uttered a fyllable 
for eighteen whole years; and that during that time no one had everfeen a cloud upon 
his brow, or a feature of ill-humour in l'.is countenance. Whatever was enjoined him 
to do, which did not concern religion, he complied with calmly and always chearfully. 
A flight cafl of difdain of the people about him is all that has been remarked. When 
one confiders that his pjearnefs of head, his open nature and good humour, muff very 
naturally and very ftrongly difpofe him to fociety and the communication of his fenti- 
ments, his voluntary dumbnefs mull appear aitonifhing. By his good behaviour during 
his captivity, he has induced the prince, who is a great lover of toleration, to let his 
chains be taken off, and at the requeit of the conftable a confiderable addition has been 
made to his daily allowance. He has gained fo much confidence, that they have made 
him a kind of fuperintendant over his fellow prifoners. He has often been fent entirely 
loofe and free to work with them at places from whence it would have been eafy for him. 
to have efcaped ; but his character is a better fecurity for his perfon than the ftrongefl 
chains. He has procured to himfelf, without being fenfible of it himfelf, fo much refpeft 
from his brother captives, that with a fingle word he can keep them better in awe than the 
jailor with his ftaff. Nature has fecured to him a fuperiority over the multitude of man¬ 
kind, although Hie bred him in a cottage. His leifure hours are at prefent employed in 
teaching a young incendiary, who has lain for fome years in prifon, in chains, for wick¬ 
edly fetting fire to his father’s houfe, to read and to w rite, without however inftilling into 
him any of his religious opinions. Thefe he preferves fo fecret at prefent, that I could 
not with the mod confidential entreaties, and all my prayers and petitions, obtain any 
difclofure from him. All he anfwered was, t( 1 do not believe what the capuchins be- 
lievc, and want nothing but a bible to lead a contented life.” Some years ago his wife 
was permitted to fee him ; but, without fhewing the fraallefi: defire to enjoy her, after 
fome warm and kind exhortations for her welfare, he difmilfed her. A bible, after 
which his foul thirlls fo ardently, they are backward to allow him, becaufe they are un¬ 
willing to add any more flame to his enthufiafm. All the Saltzburg ladies and gentle¬ 
men, in whofe company I had the honour of feeing him, difeovered the higheft refpecV 
for him ; but they were all unanimous in declaring that it had not been very political 
condutt to become a martyr for fo fmall a matter as was demanded of him. 

The country people here are uncommonly lively and gay. The young women of 
thefe fequeftered corners of our continent all frefli as rofes, and lively as the roe, yet 
underftand the art of coquetry as well as our Parifian dames, only the allurements which 
they difplay for conqueft are more natural. They know how to employ the ornamental 
parts of drefs to the bell advantage. If they are difpofed to make a lover happy, neither 
the lhame of an illegitimate birth, nor the fear of being obliged to maintain a child, is 
of any confideration. Cuftom fets them above the firft, and the eafe of maintaining a 
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child makes them difregard the other. The puniflunent which they incur for fuch a 
faux-pas is hardly worth mentioning. Murder of infants is extremely uncommon herej 
without conftraint, without refervc, they all yield to the impulfes of nature. The young 
girls kifs and fliake hands, in the open church on Sundays, with thofe they love." On 
a nightly vifit, however, the lover is rather in a hard fituation ; for however unfriendly 
the weather may be, the window or door is not opened to him, until a certain watch- 
word is given, which con tills commonly of long rhymes, in which he is obliged to ex- 
prefs, in a myttcrious manner, his fufferings and lmart. This cuftom is very old, and in 
many of the remote parts of the mountains facred and inviolable. 'Nor can the con¬ 
nection between the parties, however long or however clofe, enable them to difpcnfe 
with it. A young peafant very feldom forfakes his girl, particularly when, after having 
two or three children by her, he can marry her. 

The inhabitants of thefe mountains are fo contented with their ftate, that they con- 
fider their country as a kind of Paradife. Thofe who live in Dintner Valley, a fright¬ 
ful gap between naked rocks, through which the river Dintner runs, have a faying, 
“ When any one falls from heaven he mull fall into Dintner Valley.” Which is 
as much as to fay this valley is the fecond heaven. For a long time I could not ex¬ 
plain why the good people entertained fuch a high opinion of a deep glen, where often 
for weeks together it fiiows fo much that one can neither come out nor go in, and 
which forms fo ilriking a contraft with many neighbouring and very attracting diftricts. 
I confidered it at firft as irony, but I learnt at laft that it was meant entirely in earneft, 
and that the unlimited freedom which the inhabitants of this extraordinary Paradife en¬ 
joy, had given rife to this high hyperbole. They confift folely of fhepherds, miners, 
and iron melters, who are entirely free from taxes, and on account of their fmall pay¬ 
ments to the government and their reinotenefs of fituation, are little taken notice of by 
their fuperiors. The taxes paid, in general, by the inhabitants of this country are very- 
moderate, and the freedom from the extortions under which the relt of Germany groans, 
contributes, no doubt, greatly to the good humour of the people. Till within a fliort 
time, eltates were taxed in proportion to their value, the beginning of this century, 
which, as you may fuppofe, bears no proportion to the prefent price of things. The 
attempt the prefent fovereign has been making to raife a more equitable tax, has occa- 
fioned fome murmur: there, however, he is not fo much to blame, as his income is 
proportionably much fmaller than that of the other German princes; and what he has 
done, has not only the fanclion of the ftates of the country, but is guaranteed by them, 
fo that the people have no caufe to fear a farther rife; but what makes him unpopular, 
is hisexcefiive love of hunting, which has occafioned fome acts of oppreffive power, for 
which after all, his fervants and minifters may be more to blame than himfelf. In fe- 
veral parts of the country, the farmers are prohibited from driving their fbeep to certain, 
paftures bordering upon woods, left the game in thefe fhould be deprived of fuftenance. 
This, to a people who, as I told you before, make all the woollen doth they wear from 
the fheerings of their own fheep, mult appear an intolerable hardlhip. Prohibitions of 
this kind mull alfo be attended with very bad effects of another fort. The peafants of 
this country are very averfe to all kinds of innovation ; there have been inftances of 
their declaring fome what loudly, that they would put themfelves on the fame footing 
with the Swifs; and yet when their prince dies of old age, they fliew an uncommon af- 
fe&ion for him. O that princes knew how to fet a due value on the affections of their 
fellow-creatures! 

Many of the peafants of this country ftill wear long beards, and go with their heads 
uncovered, and their breafts open, at all times of the year. As they are extremely 
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hairy, and very much fun-burnt, this gives them a very formidable appearance at fome 
dilfaace, but when you come near them, their friendly looks, and appearance of inte¬ 
grity, recommend them very ft rang l y. They are courageous and ftrong, and would no 
doubt make a flout ftand in defence of their own country j but out of it, according to 
the report ot the bcft officers, they do not makegood foldiers. Like all its inhabitants 
of mountains, they do not bear climate well. Befides this, the peculiarity of diet which 
they have been ufed to from their youth, and are obliged to give up in the field, makes 
them unfit for fervice. By good fortune their fevereign has little,concern in keeping up 
the balance of Europe, In general, they are much more civil than the Swils, and by 
no means fo thirfty of gain as thefe are, who, however hoflile they may be to paying 
taxes themfelves, never fail to lay Grangers under very fevere ones* 1 have feveral 
rimes been ffiewn my way, and received other final! fervices from thefe people, without 
being able to make them take any thing lor their trouble. —Fare ye well. 

LETTER XVL 

Sdllzbargr 

IN Pilati's Journey through different parts of Europe, I remember to have read an 
anecdote, intended to paint the intolerant fpirit of the Saltzburghers. — It is indeed very 
true, that perfons of all ranks are obliged to kneel down in the ftreets, when the hoft 
paffes by, a ceremony made particularly dift raffing, by the peculiar brutality of the Sa- 
criitans of the place* I have like wife heard fome good hearted girls lament, with a 
moft ferious tone of companion, that feme friends of mine, who have been here a few 
days, are proteftants. Except however the kneeling to the lacrament, which every man 
may eafily prevent, as the bell is heard at a great distance, I do not fee what a proteftant 
lias to be apprehenfive of. There are many companies in every rank of life, into which 
a ftranger may be admitted, let his religion be what it will. Money and good words 
will procure you meat, in mod of the inns, on fail days ; and the people, who, efpe- 
dally in fuch places, mimic the manners of their fuperiors, have loft much of tfie fero¬ 
cious and intolerant fpirit they had contracted under a bigoted prince. 

There is very good company to be met with amongft the nobility, particularly amongft 
the qanons, feveral of whom are diftinguiffied for knowledge of various kinds. Ihe 
prefent metropolitan, who is brother to the well known Count Firmian, the governor 
of Milan, is well acquainted with the bed Italian, French, German, and Englilh writers* 
He has almoft a compleat collection of the latter in his well chofen library. He is a 
moft amiable man, and makes the beft ufe of his benefices, which bring him an income 
of 20,000 guilders, or 2000 pounds a year. The high Steward, who is another brother 
of the governor's, is a great lover of painting, and a deep coimoiffeur in it. His fine 
collection of the portraits of artifts, moft of which are painted by himfelf, is hardly in¬ 
ferior to that of Florence, The ffiock this gentleman lately felt from one of the fevereft 
afflictions which can ftnke a father's heart, has weakened the powers of his foul, and 
ipread a cloud over the not to be deferibed and almoft infantine goodnefs, that beams 
upon his countenance. He had an ddeft fen, the hopes of the family, and a very pro-* 
inifing young man, who was already dean of Faffau, and bade fair to be a bifhop, if not 
archbifhop of Saltzburg. His father made him a vifit, and took him out a hunting. 
They were on different fides of the hedge, when unluckily the father gave fire, and (hot 
the fen through the heart. As loon as he had done it, he fprung through the hedge 
like a madman, tore his hair, and wallowed in the foow. They were obliged to tear 
'ihirn away from the place by force. Count Woltfegg, another of the canons, has taken 
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a journey through France, purpofely with a view of becoming acquainted with our ma¬ 
nufactures- This gentleman is well known to our belt artiffs, but his particular paffion 
is botany, in which he Is very excellent. The groom of the dole. Count Kuenburg, is 
a very fenfible man, extremely pleafanr, witty, and fociable. His library, in the forma¬ 
tion of which he has not confulted the Index lihrorum prohibitorum^ contains all, our be ft 
authors. The Bifhop of Chienfee, the Count of Tieb, and feveral more of the high no¬ 
bility are refpeftable, both on account of their knowledge and virtues. The upper 
nobility of the place is made up chiefly of Auftrian families, who diffinguifh themfelves 
by their affability, their knowledge of the world, and their manners, from the flupidly 
proud Bavarian and Suabian barons. On the other hand, the letter nobility, thefwarm 
of little court gentry, render themfelves ridiculous by their pitiable luff after titles, and 
their wretched pride. You muff here vUit about a hundred Gmdige herrn *, who live 
upon three or four hundred florins a year, which they receive from the court, but whom 
you cannot offend more than by calling them plain Sir, or their wives plain Madam. A 
man who lives here muff accuffotn himfelf to put in Grmdige herrn at every third word* 
unlefs he clioofes to pafs for ill-bred. Such, however, is the aftonifhing poverty of this 
clafs of people, that you vifit feveral Gnadige herrn v who take up with houfekeepers 
places, or the office of fillers in the hofpitals. They all complain that the court doth 
not give them enough to live according to their rank ; but unluckily, I have never been 
able to find out what their rank is. Moft of them have neither efiatesnor money; but 
they would look upon it as a great degradation to fuffer their children to be brought up 
to any trade or bufinds. The court is therefore compelled to make their appointments 
as flender as poilible, that it may be able to keep them from ffarving; though above 
two-thirds of them are fu peril uo us fer van ts, Their rank, therefore, feems to depend on 
the pleafure of the court to feed a great number of ufelefs fervants, and on their impu ¬ 
dent confidence in that pleafure. Once, however, give them their right titles, and you 
will find them the beff people in the world. Many of them amufe themfelves with 
French and German literature, particularly with all that relates to the ftage. The rage 
for the theatre is as violent here as it is at Munich ; and they look for the coming of a 
company of ffrollers, with as much eagernefs as the inhabitants of Siberia look for the 
return of fpring. A French engineer, in the prince’s fervice, has built them a pretty 
theatre- It is adorned with columns, which fupport nothing but a black board before 
the curtain, with the arms of the jinnee unit. Cpon the whole* knowledge feems to be 
more diffufed here than it is at Munich, Though the governor is an ecdefiaftic, there 
are not near fo many cloifters, in proportion to the Jize of the two places, as in Bava¬ 
ria ; and the eceltfiaftics ot this place are very advantageoufly diftinguifhed from the 
others, by good manners, humility, an endeavour to live up to their charader, and other 
virtues. Government is Jikewife much better underftood here than it is at Munich. 
Too much cannot be faid of the head of the prefent prince,, but of his heart I know 
nothing. He knows that he is not beloved by the Salrzburghers, and for that reafoil 
neglefts them, and flints himfelf up, 1 believe the complaints made of him to be much 
too violent. They acdufe him of fending above 300,000 florins to his family at Vienna 
every year, and part of the ftates of the city, that is, almoff all the chapter of the cathe¬ 
dral, have brought aftions againft him, ill the imperial court of Vienna, for taking the 
ready money out of the cheffc, and filling it with paper, which they cannot change into 
tafh. 1 do not know how far the charge made by this refpe&abie chapter may be well 
grounded; but it is certain, that he has difplayed an uncommon depth of acutenefs and 
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penetration, in. his defence of himfelf. Several of the prefent canons were hoftile to him, 
from his firft coming to the arehbilhopric, which they had entertained hopes of themfelves, 
and which was procured for him by the Court of Vienna. Suppofmg him, however, to 
rob the country of part of its property, it is certain that he difpofes of the reft to the beft 
advantage. He has founded feveral good fcminaries of education. He is not at all par¬ 
tial to his own order, as appears from his having taken away at a ftroke 100,000 florins 
from the Auguftinian monks. One half of this he put in his own pocket, the other 
half he has given to the public. As in every thing elfe, fo alio in his paffion for hunt¬ 
ing, the only paffion he has, he is extremely parfimonious. A batallion of the fin eft 
foldiers I have hitherto beheld, difciplined in the Auftrian manner, and ihe officers of 
which are attached to him, fecures him from all accidents. 

Every thing here breathes the air of pleafure and joy. They eat, drink, laugh, dance, 
fmg, and gamble in the extreme; nor have I yet feen a place where you may have fo 
many different pleafures for fo little money. They converfe here upon religious and 
political topics with a freedom that does honour to the place; and with regard to books, 
you may have almoft every thing which the German preffes produce, without any 
reftraint. One of the reforts of pleafure is the garden of Hellbron, belonging to the 
prince, which is about three miles off, and where they fell beer and wine. The moft 
remarkable thing, except fome very fine marble ftatues, is a very large park, in the midil 
of which is a hill. 

The univerfity of this place is kept up by the congregation of Benedictines, who fup- 
ply it with profeffors. As having ftudied here is a kind of requilite for preferment to 
the fubjects of the Suabian prelates of the empire, it is a place of great refort for thefe ; 
but there are few ftudents befides thel’e and the natives, though the chairs are filled with 
able men. The funds of the univerfity are indeed too fmall to make it poffible for all 
the objects, which the literature of the prefent day embraces, to be properly taken care 
of. They do not amount in all to above 5000 florins, or 500I. per annum. 

I do not know what to fay about the national pride, for which thefe people are fo 
much cenfured. With regard to myfelf, I relpefi whatever at all contributes to the 
happinefs of mankind, how fmall and infignificant foever it may appear. How wretched 
fhoiild we be if we were to be robbed of the pleafant play of our fancies ! The inhabi¬ 
tants of this country are extremely angry if you call them Bavarians, 1 had conceived 
to myfelf, that as their country is within that circle, they were as true Bavarians as the 
Wirtembergers are Suabians ; but I was told that the companion with the Suabians did 
not hold, for that no particular part of Suabia is properly called Suabia; whereas the 
circle of Bavaria, taking its name from the dukedom which conftitutes the greateft part 
of it, might as well have been called the circle of Sakzburg. All I can make out 
clearly from this is that the Sakzburghers will have nothing to do with the Bavarians, 
whom they confider as infinitely inferior to them. Indeed it is true that there is a little 
more tafte, a little more fcavosre vivre, and a little lefs bigotry in this place than in Ba¬ 
varia ; but the rating themfelves fo exceffively high, and degrading the Bavarians be¬ 
low the rank of wild beafts, is undoubtedly owing to the good fairy Phantafy. At teaft 
the gentlemen and ladies ought to remember that if the horizon is a little clearer here 
at prefent than it is all around them, it is entirely owing to the prefent archbiffiop, who, 
with his holy rod, has difpelled the magic darknefs of fuperftition in his domains. A re¬ 
volution of the fame kind may raife the Bavarians much above what they now are in a 
fhort time. Indeed there are ftill fymptoms enough here of the darknefs which totally 
overfpread the place fifteen or twenty years ago. The prifons allotted to ecclefiaftbs 
have ui them a prieft, who, fome time fince, in order to imprefs his parifli with a greater 
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hatred of fin, and a greater fear of the devil, dreffed up the fchook mailer of the place 
like Beelzebub, and in the mid ft of fervice called him up from a hiding-place he had 
provided for him, to bear witnefs to the truth. 

This country is Angularly interefting to a botanifi, or mineralogift; but having the 
misfortune, unluckily, to be very little known, the difeovery of the treafures contained 
in it is refervedfor futurity, when either a man of genius {hall addict hitnfelf to thele 
purfuits, or the fwarm of idle travellers who hover like cock-chafers alternately about 
the Appenines, the Alps, Etna, and the Pyreneans, {hall at length for once take tiieir 
flight to thefe parts, and by their cry excite fome foreign genius to the tafk. The. Zil- 
ierthal is particularly rich in different forts of variegated ftones, and in many parts of the 
hills you meet with very fcarce European plants. In fine there is room for weaving 
many an hypothefis on the plants of the hills, on the work and production of the waters 
in them, and on the revolutions of nature that may ftill be expeCted. 

Before I difmifs you I muftgive you fome account of amarquifate in the Holy Roman 
Empire, which hardly a geograpiur amongft us is acquainted with the exiftence of. It 
is the marqudate of Berchtolfgadtm, of which there is a fine view from the top of tfce~ 
Unierberge , which is its limit to the north. It confilts of a fmall narrow' vale, encotn- 
pafled around with rocks, and hardly contains three thoufand fouls. The place is bro^ 
ken by fome lakes, and the lower part of the hills is covered with deep woods. A few 
days ago, we had an excellent dinner in one of the large illands of the lake, made up 
of filh we had caught in it, fome exquifite venifon, and Tyrol wine.—Mark, that 
there is no deficiency of cooks in the moft diftant and fequeftered nooks of this country. 

The nature of this country being favourable neither to agriculture nor pafture, the 
inhabitants have given themfelves to works of art, which fail mankind in no part of the- 
earth, and are mighty and powerful enough to turn the hardeft ftones into bread. It is 
in thefe remote vallies that they make thegreateft part of the toys with which Nurenberg 
and Augfburg carry on fo confiderable a trade. The horfes with fpurs, little rafps, 
cuckows, wooden mannakins, rats, and mice, and all the play-things for little children; 
alfo the crucifixes, ftraw quadrille boxes, powder and pomatum boxes, and all the play¬ 
things for great children ; in a word, the greater part of the articles which go amongft 
us under the name of German toys, come out of this gulph. It is a pretty fight enough 
to behold two-or three families gathered together in a hut, and to fee the great plump 
hands of the farmers occupied in giving a finifti to the fmalleft articles. There is occu¬ 
pation for the grey-headed, as well as for prattling infancy. The very fmall price for 
which the makers part with thefe commodities, makes it impoflible for them to accu¬ 
mulate riches ; but they have enough, and are happy with it. Thefe good people little 
think that their productions are brought to us, and that the Spaniards drive a very pro¬ 
fitable trade with them in both the Indies. A fmall part of thefe people alfo occupy 
themfelves in fait making; but as it muft all be carried through Bayaria, which abounds 
in the commodity, they part with it for a fong. In this article they fuffer much from a 
powerful neighbour on the Saltzburg fide; for Saltzburg has extended its fait mines far 
beyond the limits that part the two countries; and though the marquis hasTnade fevera! 
remonftrances, no body has attended to his complaints. ■ —' 

Befides this country, the marquis of Bertocbfgalden poffefles fome eftates in Auftria 
and Bavaria; the value of which altogether may amount to about 60,000 guilders per 
annum; but the diflipation of former marquiffes lias occafioned the contraction of a 
large debt. 
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LETTER XVII. 

Pajfaiu 

I BAILED hither from Saltzburg^ on the Saltza and Inn* Water jourfties have great 
allurements for me, from the variety of company one generally meets with in them. 
I he veflel was very full as far as Burgftaufen. Here a great part of my companions got 
out to go on a pilgrimage to the neighbouring Ottingen. The pilgrims confuted of a 
■great number of young perfons of both fexcs, who feetned to have far other purpofes 
than thofe of expiating their old blienees. As we fpent the night together at the inn at 
Burghauten, I had opportunity enough to fee that there would be a great weight added 
to the former.,load. 

There ftill remained company enough on board for my entertainment. I met with no 
great entertainment from Ibtne Auftrian recruits, and fome Undents who were going 
away for the vacation j but a gnadige frau # , from Saltsburg, who was going to Vienna, 
with a view of getting into a cook’s or chambermaid’s place, which her rank did not 
fufrer her to accept of in her own country, made up to me, and was very good company. 
This good girl fo entirely won my heart by her ingenuity, her tafte, her good heart, and 
her variety of knowledge, that I defired fhe would call upon me at Vienna, and let me 
know in what I could ferve her. A young woman, who leaves home for the firft time, 
mud feel herfelf fadly diftreffed in the mid ft of a large city. 

We pafled the boundaries that part Auflria and Bavaria. The fmall part of Bavaria 
to our right, which has lately come into the poflefiion of the Auftrians, does not make 
more than thirty-eight German miles, and hardly contains Gxty thoufand men. The re¬ 
venue it furnilhes is about 18,000 rix-dollars, fo that it hardly feems worth the eighth 
part of the expence which Auftria has been at in the attempt to gain it. The views, how¬ 
ever, which this court had in this undertaking, are far more extenfive than was thought 
by the court of Verfailles, where the whole was confidered as a difpute about a nutfhell. 
This is not the firft time that the King of Pruftia has been obliged to apprife our wife 
minifter of the confequences which the fteps of certain courts would draw after them, 
confequences which would other wife certainly have been overlooked. When the Court 
of Auftria found the King of Pruftia as formidable an adversary with his penas with his 
fword, and were compelled by the light given to Ruflia, to have recourfe to negociation, 
they pretended that they wanted to make the Inn under Waflenburg the limit betwixt 
Bavaria and their dominions, and from thence to penetrate into Bohemia by the Ifer, 
the Danube, and the Upper Palatinate; and in return for this they propofed to cede 
fome of their poffeffions in Suabia, to the Court of Munich. Our minifter the Baron 
de Breteuil would gladly have contented to this exchange; but the accurate knowledge 
which the King of Pruftia had of the advantages and fituation of thefe countries, enabled 
him to open the eyes of our court and of Ruilia. He fhe wed them that Auftrian Suabia 
could be no equivalent for a great part of Bavaria, becaule the income which the Auf¬ 
trian country yielded was already the higheft that could be got from it; whereas the 
lands in Bavaria, confidering the bad cultivation of them at that time, might eafily be 
made capable of producing much more than what they were eftimated at. He {hewed 
them that Auftria would be a confidcrable gainer by the exchange, which would efie&u- 
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ally put it in pofTeffion of Bavaria, by giving it the falt-pits at Reichefhall, ani the trade 
for the Saltzburg falts; that by this meansit would not only poflefs itfelf of the remain¬ 
der of Bavaria, but render Suabia, and a great part of Switzerland dependant on it for 
a very important commodity; that Saltzburg and Paflau would, in fad, though not in 
appearance, become dependant on the Court of Vienna, and that finally the Palatinate, 
retrained as it already is by the pofleflioiis of Auflria on all fides of it, would have no 
power at all, and be entirely unable to make any efforts whatever. 

Thefe reprefentations were attended with fuch effect, that the Emperor was obliged 
to put off the making his German dominionsfyuare^ to a more favourable opportunity. J 
.am of opinion, however, that fooner or later Bavaria muff bow to the Auflrian yoke, 
however reludant it may be to the operation. As a citizen of the world, and a friend 
to mankind, who, when t,he fate of a large country is at flake, always confider more the 
advantage of my fellow creatures than any other circumftance whatever, 1 wifh that this 
alteration may foon take place. A much better government than they at pre-fent have, 
or are likely to poffefs whifft they remain a feparate people, would not put the Bavarians 
in poffeflion of the advantages they may expect from the uniting with Auflria; the na¬ 
tural conferences of which will be certain peace, a much more extenfive outlet for all 
their country produces, and the enjoyment of many things which Providence has denied 
to them, but beftowed plentifully upon Auflria. Now, if you add to all thefe perma¬ 
nent and perpetual bleflings, the prefent good to be expeGed from the fyftem of govern¬ 
ment adopted by the family which now fits on the Imperial throne, the well wilhers 
of Bavaria cannot help hoping to fee the pretenfions of that court enforced by a 
mightier arm. 

Paflau is a very miferable, and thofe parts only excepted which lie about the Danube, 
and near the refidence of the Prince, a very ill built town. It relies for fubfiftence on 
the court, (the income of which is eflimated at about 220,000 florins, or 22,000!.) and 
on the canons, whofe benefices are fome of the fatteft in all Germany. A flail here is 
fuppofed to be worth more than 3000 florins per annum ; whereas thofe of Saltzburg 
are not worth more that 2600. But befides this, it is to be confidered that almofl every 
canon pofleffes two, three, or four prebends, and is a member of one or more of the 
Chapters of Saltzburg, Augfburg, Ratifbon, and other places ; fo that there are few 
canons in Germany whofe incomes are not more than 5000 florins per annum. The 
inhabitants of thefe feveral holy cities are all much alike, as drinking and wenching are 
their great occupations; and the poverty and good humour, which feldom forfake thofe 
who are thus addifted, render them affable, obfequious, and humble. The cathedral is 
a fine Gothic building, which well deferves to be feen. The jurifdiftion of the Bifhop, 
who is dependant only on the Pope, extends almofl to Vienna, but his authority in Aus¬ 
tria is already very much limited. In time it will be confined to his own doors, as the 
Imperial Court (to judge by what it has already done on the fide of Venice) feems de¬ 
termined to render its territory as independent as may be, of all foreign fpiritual jurif- 
diftion. There are fine china manfa&ures and potteries in this country; the produce 
of the former is carried as far as the Rhine, 

Some writers upon Switzerland have contended that the Danube rifes in this coun¬ 
try, and not in Suabia. Their principal reafon for faying fo is, that where the Inn 
joins the Danube at this place, the firfl of thefe two ftreams has a greater body of water 
than the other. Suppofe for a moment the fact to be true, ftill it would be adifpute of 
words; for who will refufe the public the privilege of calling a river by whatever name 
it pleafes? Let it be called what it will at its fource, the river Brege in the Black Forefl, 
which when it meets the Danube is certainly much the largeft of the two, is neverthelefs 
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obliged to give up its name to itbut the very plea on which the Swifs ground their 
prctenfions is only a deception. It is impoffible to take a very (mail part of any river 
from a given place for the full ineafure of its greatnefs. The difference of foil in the 
bed, a Itronger dream, and a variety of other circumthnces make the mafs of water in 
a river very different at different places. Here, when the Danube meets the Inn, the' 
former is cramped up by hills ; whereas the other running free is of courfe much wider. 
But the Danube contains far more water upon equal ground, and far above Ratifbon, 
before it has received the great rivers Allmuh, Nob, Regen, and Zier, is already a much 
mightier river than the Inn, which does not gain a great deal by the acceflion of the very 
un(leady and irregular Saltza, betwixt Waffenburg and Infpruck. Without doubt, 
therefore, Suabia has the honour of being the birth place of the mighty Danube, with 
which only the Volga amongft the European rivers can meafure itfelf. If you come now 
to compare the whole courfe of Lhe two rivers (which join here), from the fource to the 
place of meeting, the Inn, by reafon of its windings, certainly runs over more ground, 
but it is not to be compared with the Danube for width. Till it comes under Chuff- 
ftein the Inn flows in a very narrow valley; whereas the Danube domineers over the 
whole plain of Suabia and Bavaria. The lller and the Lech, by having run into the 
Danube during a long way, foon become as confiderable as the Inn is at Infpruck. This 
lafl river being confined to a very narrow valley receives no nourifliment but from final! 
ftreams} whilft the Danube gathers all the fatnefs of one of the richefl lands poflible in 
water, during a length of upwards of forty, and a breadth of twenty miles. 

The courfe I have hitherto purfued in my journey through Germany has carried me 
through three large plains refpe&ively watered by the Rhine, the Necker, and the Da¬ 
nube. The firlt of thefe is bounded by the Bogefian hills and the Black Forelt, which 
run parallel from north to fouth. By the Black Foreft it is covered from the cold ea(t 
winds, and the different arms of thefe parallel hills likewife defend it from the ungen¬ 
tle influences of the north. It enjoys an even and temperate climate, which allows the; 
vineyards to ripen admirably. The plain of the Necker is of the fame temperature as 
this laft : But the immenfe plain of the Danube lies expofed to the blafl: of every wind-, 
under heaven. The greatelt part of it is expofed to the north and north-eaft, as is vi- 
fible by the courfe of the rivers lller, Lech, and the Ifer. Here Father Bacchus’s power 
can avail nothing againfl the fiercenefs of Boreas and the north. Many attempts have 
been made to plant vines on the ifer and Danube below Ratifbon, but hitherto they have 
only produced grapes for eating ; I believe that this whole tract of country is too full 
of wood and water for the vine to ripen in it. But after all, what was Suabia and the coun¬ 
try about the Rhine in the times of Tacitus? Little did the Remans think that the vine 
could grow in Germany. Did they not even doubt whether fruit could grow there ? 
And yet Suabia now produces lordly vines, which may difpute for excellence with the 
Falernian and all the Roman wines; and the flill wilder Bavaria has plenty of good corn.. 

The fad is, that the air of a country changes with the cultivation ; the drying up of 
marfhes renders it warmer. The evaporation, too, occafioned by numbers who live to¬ 
gether, may work on the air. No doubt but in time flill more fuccefsful experiments 
with the grape will be made in Bavaria. The Hopes of the hills on the left fide of the 
Danube, betwixt this place and Ratifbon, promife a good place to plant the vine in, as 
they are well guarded from the noxious winds; and the wine which is adunlly made in 
the country about Paffau, truly merits the name < _ f wine. 

This large vale of the Danube, which at this place is covered to the right by the arm 
of Bavaria, and to the left by the Styrian hills, produces likewife the beft kind of corn.. 
It would very eafil'y nouriflj as many men again as it adually does. Corn is often lb 
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cheap in Bavaria., as hardly to pay the farmer for the trouble of railing it: one hundred 
and ieventy pounds of rye are frequently fold for about two florins. 

Navigation is by no means fo well underftood in this country as it is upon the upper 
Rhine; they do not yet underhand how to fail according to the dire&ion of the river. 
Moft of the veffels which go by here come from Ratifbon and Ulm : they are without 
decks or raafls ; they are built only of fir boards* and are fold again either at Vienna or 
elfewhere. The Emperor has promifed great rewards to 1'uch mailers of vefiels as will 
build their veffels like thofe on the Rhine; but in this as in every thing elfe, it is 
difficult to make the mechanical part of the public tread the track they have not been 
accuftomed to. 

As the navigation of the upper parts of the river is not yet eftablilhed, there is often 
a want of horfes at particular Itages, fo that you are frequently obliged to hire horfes 
for the whole journey, though there are feveral places in which you might do very well 
without them. The veffels on the Rhine have the convenience of being able to go fome- 
times with two and fometimes with fix horfes, according as the wind and ilreams happen 
to be favourable. They are obliged for this to the conltant navigation of the river, which 
enables the people who inhabit the fhore to have hackney horfes at fmall diftances front 
each other. Some of thefe obllactes will fall away of themfelves as foon as the com¬ 
merce of the country about the Danube grows more conliderable ; the largell Ihip 
which goes from this place to Vienna carries 2000 quintals, which is about the load 
of a two-mafted veffel. Farewell. 


LETTER XVIII. 

Liafx* 

I WAITED at Paffau- for the veffel that goes every week from Ratifbon, and meant 
to have gone as far as Vienna in her ; but the people ftopt fo often in the cahnelt wea¬ 
ther, under pretence of fearing an approaching florm, that my patience was quite worn 
out. I could very well foe that their true motive in flopping thus often, was to get rid 
of fome of their contraband goods in the fmall places on the coaft. Befides this, my 
company had but final! charms for me; it confided of a-number of mechanics, who 
worked their paffage, and of farmers’ daughters who were going to Vienna for a fervice. 
Many of thefe were obvioufly with child, and feemed to have left their country in order 
to be delivered, with lefs ffiame and expence, in the hofpital at Vienna. Auftria is ge¬ 
nerally fupplied with a plentiful number of recruits of this kind from this fide. Such 
focietynot being at all to my mind, and on the other hand The city of Lintz, with the 
country round, prefenting a fair profpedt of amufeinent, I could not refill the temptation 
of giving up a few' days to become better acquainted with it. 

At EngelIhaftzell our baggage was fearched. Every thing was conducted in the bed 
order poffible, and with a great deal of gentlenefs; the putting the cuftom-houfe feals 
ro the merchandize of our veffel took up a whole day. It is Hill a riddle to me how 
the fhip’s company contrived to pafs their contraband commodities (of the exiftence of’ 
which I was well aflbred); for the cuflom-houfe officers did not appear to me to be of a 
fort to fuffer themfelves to be bribed: as for me, the fearchers directed their whole at¬ 
tention to my books ; they took away from me Young’s Night Thoughts, which I had 
purchafed out of compaflion front a poor flu dent at Saltzburg, blit fuffered Gibbon’s 
Works to pats. You know the lafl. The firft is an excellent chriftian, but his invec¬ 
tive, not againft the catholics in general, but againft thofe only who would not allow 
him to bury his child, has placed him among (1 the Machiavels,Spinozas, and polingbrokes. 

How 
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How ridiculous a thing does every index expurgatorius in the world appear, when one 
fees, as one often does, that the bare title often damns a book ; and when one confi- 
ders, that no college of cenfors upon earth is equal to the talk of reading over all the 
books that come out, fo as to be able to give timely orders for Hopping them on the 
frontiers of the country. Gibbon is a declared enemy to religion, and yet has been able 
to make his way into Auftria! 

In truth this is the only weak part of the Imperial government. The prohibition of 
books only femes to raife their price in the country. In Switzerland as well as at In- 
fpruck, Saltfburg, and many other places, I was allured that large quantities of forbidden 
books were every year introduced into Auftria from this fide of the frontier. Officers 
of the fir ft rank, prefidents, and counfellors, take a fhare in this trade; nor has the pro¬ 
hibition any other effect than making a Baile’s Diaionary (for inftance) the true price 
of which is five guineas, fell at Vienna for xoo thalers; and for this price you may have 
enough of them. No doubt the fame trade is carried on, from the Saxon and Silefian 
fidcsof the country. 

As foon as you let your foot on Auftrian ground you begin to find that another fyftem 
of government prevails from what you have lately been accuHomed to fee. 

The farmers’ houfes, their clothing, their tools, their agriculture, every thing about 
them is better than in Bavaria. Yefterday I faw fome farmers going to market in ca- 
lafnes. They had all the appearance of rich Englifli, or North-Holland farmers. Their 
looks, their well fed horfes, and their whole apparatus, befpoke a degree of opulence, 
which their long, brown, but very neat coats, their large fiioes without buckles, and 
their large fhort cut hats, did not feem to promife. They call thefe farmers here, lan¬ 
ders, and their great numbers do the Iegiflature much credit. You meet, indeed, now 
and then with beggars, who folicit your compaffion for a bride or bridegroom juft mar¬ 
ried ; but this is more a compliance with an old eftabliflied cuftom of the country than 
a matter of neceffity. The large grey or black felt hats, as well as their whole clothing, 
make the farmer’s daughters look very hand fome. 

Upper Auftria is {hut out from the fructifying weft and fouth winds by large hills, 
and even the cleanfmg north is forbid entrance by the Bohemian mountains. Only the 
eaft has free entrance into it; nor can a country that has fo much water be otherwife 
than very moift. The number of hills and woods too are very unfavourable to agriculture, 
fo that the riches of the country confift chiefly in paftures, in fait, and apples, the quan¬ 
tity of which fupplies the want of wine. 

The fituation of Lintz, which is the capital of this country, is extremely beautiful. 
"From Schlofsberg, which is on the weft fide of the city, you command a magnificent 
view of an immenfe plain to the right of the Danube. This is terminated to the fouth 
by the lofty hills of Styria, whofe heads often top the clouds. The city, which is on 
this fide the Danube, rifes direCHy over again ft you, like a magnificent amphitheatre. 
The femicirde of beautiful high hills, by which it is encompafled, extended to the Da- 
• nube. The deep white ground of thefe hills is thick covered with villages and houfes, 
and amidft the hanging woods on the fide, there are fome caftles which make a very 
fine appearance. The majeftic Danube gives ftill more grandeur, life, and variety to 
this beautiful profpeft. 

The city is very handfome. It is built almoft entirely of freeftone. There is fo much 
induftry, happinefs, and profperity, among the eleven thoufand inhabitants who dwell in 
it, as to make the Bavarian cities appear like fo many poor-houfes, in comparifon of it. 
There are feveral confiderable \nanufaftures here, and the trade of the city is very exten¬ 
sive. There is very good company to be met with among ft the numerous and polifhed 
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nobility, the officers who are conftantly quartered here, and the feveral profeffors of the 
place . 1 The city is open on all Titles, and the town and country feem fo united, that, if 
my fpirit of knight errantry would allow it, 1 would pitch tny tent, and lay up my tra* 
veiling (laff here. The nobility of the place chiefly confifts of families, whofe incomes 
are too fraall to allow of their living creditably at Vienna. One advantage, which arifes 
from this is, that they abate much of the hauteur , which renders the converfation of the 
Upper German nobliiy in general fo unbearable. 

The young women of this place have much better manners, more reading, and are in 
all refpeSs better qualified to appear with advantage infociety than the Bavarian dames; 
but they lofe in body what they gain in mind. Their general want of colour, and their 
faded looks, in which are fo ftrong a contrail to the animated open countenances of the- 
others, are commonly attributed to the waters, and damp of the place; but I am of 
opinion that the evil lies elfewhere. A large garrifon ieldom contributes to the health 
of young women. The drefs of the women of the lower rank is the handfomeft I have 
ever feen. Their conffitutions feem to be very warm, which explains the fhrivelled ftate 
of their bodies. 

The treatment of ftrangers here does not correfpond with the foftnefs and gentlenefs 
of manner which the Auftrian government aflunies in every thing elfe. Wc were car¬ 
ried like prifoners from the veflel to the guard-room, where I was obliged to wait above 
half an hour, in a (linking room, before the officer, who had the appearance ot an in- 
quifitor, had examined the feveral mechanics, and was at leifure to expedite my pail- 
port. This gentleman feemed to me to have it much more at heart to make recruits, 
than to recommend himfelf to his fuperiors by his good treatment of itrangers. 

Happening to have left my tobacco-box on board, I took a walk in fearch of it, 
through a very pleafant country, to the place where I knew the veflel mull flop. I 
arrived juft as fome lower officers, with very fierce and furly countenances, were got on 
board, once more to vifit the mechanics, who imagined they had been difpatched at 
Lintz They took away two Bohemians, under the pretence that the natives were not 
allowed to go from one province to another without a fpecial periniflion. 1 lie men 
were indeed foon releafed on fliewing their paffes, but in the interval the veflel had 
failed, and the men were obliged to walk feveral miles before they could come up with 
it againJ The objeft of the foldiers was certainly to oblige thefe good people, by their 
delay, to enlilt. A traveller in France, be his rank what it may, has no impediments 
of this kind to apprehend. As foon as his pafs is fealed, and his trunk fearchsd, nothing 
more can flop him. 1 was Handing this morning on the banks of the nvei, to fee them, 
unload a veflel from Utm, on board which f mean to take my paffage to-morrow. 
Among ft the paflengers were two of our countrymen, the one an elderly man, who was 
going to Vienna to get his bread as a language mafter; the other a frifeur. A fer- 
feantt with his bayonet fixed, afked them for their pafs, which he tore out of their 
hands, with a ferocity I was not at all furprifed at, becaufe I knew it was natural to him. 
The language mafter was offended at it, and raullered all his German together, in order 
to make the foldier fenfible of his importance. Though the ferjeant could not make a 
word out of what the poor Frenchman would have faid, yet the vivacity oi the mannct 
having made him conjecture it muft be foinething notfufiiciently refpe<aful, he gave the 
other a punch in the ribs with the bayonet. On this, the Frenchman appealed to the 
lpe&ators, and told them, that people were not thus treated in his country ; but the 
only anfwer he got for this remonftranee, was from one of the mob, who advifed him, 
if that was the cafe, in future to flay at home. Such treatment does not prepofiefs a 
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ft ranger, who happens to have no opportunity of feeing better company*, with a very 
favourable opinion of the country, 

Remonftranees in general are but ill received here. The omnipotent flick is ever 
-ready to anfwer interrogatories; and a man foon perceives, in every occurrence, that 
he is come into a military government, the foundation of which isabolute fubordination. 
It is true, that perfons of a certain Tank are not expofed to this ; but what then ? ft 
appears to me, that whatever be the condition, or ftation, man owes to man good will 
and civility. Amongft us the leafl foldier is open to remonflrance, and anfwers it as 
well as he is able. Every body feems eager to fhew the llranger that they take intereft 
in his fate, that they are glad to fee him in their country, and that they have a pride ia 
giving him as good an opinion of them as poflible. The reafon why we were treated with 
more civility at Engelhaftzel, is, becaufe it is a frontier town, and there are no troops 
quartered there, on account of the fear there is of defertion ; fo the civil officers are 
obliged to give good words: but here, when the air refounds with the ftrokes of the 
corporal’s flick, every look of the iowe/t fervant nmfl: be confidered as a command.— 
Brother, in wliat regards politenefs and humanity, a Frenchman has a right to be proud. 
This is no prejudice. In the other nations of Europe, civility is confined within the 
very fmall circle of the higher orders ; but we mull do our common people the honour 
to allow that it is by no means fo with us. As for the boafted freedom of fpeech of 
fome of our neighbours, it is often no more than a ferocity, and wildnefs of manner, 
produced by a very bad education. 

Our boat was built after the model of Noah’s ark ; it had no windows to it, was 
decked all over, and the men, beafts, merchandize, and vermin, were packed up toge¬ 
ther in it without any diftin&ion. The quarterdeck fupplied the place of a cabin. 

A high pile of chelts of fugar formed the inner wall of this, and on one fide of it 
there was a little opening left, which they called a window, but through which there 
hardly came light enough to fhew that it was day. There was another opening made 
on the fide of the foredeck length-ways, about the middle of the velfel, not large enough 
to let a dove fly in with an olive branch. Through this, with very imminent danger of 
life, we were obliged to do our neceflities. 

As there was no outlet to thefe cfoacs, nor any cabin boys on board to clean them, you 
may conceive what balfamic exhalations every now and then filled the boat, efpecially 
as it happened to be uncommonly full of paffengers. I lay for the greateft part of the 
time ftreicbed out on the roof of this ark, but was forced to ding very clofe to the edge 
of it, that I might not be plunged into the water, by the lea ft motion arifing from the 
change of the rudder, or by running on ground. It is, I affure you, no fmall exercilc 
to fecure the feet properly in thefe expeditions. The beautiful profpeft J enjoyed made 
the journey tolerable. From Paflau hither, the banks of the Danube are covered with 
the hills which furround the plains of Auflria. Thefe hills ftand in general fo near 
each other, that it is only in a very few places that you can call the fpace between them 
a plain ; in many places they hang over the river like broken walls. Notwithftanding 
this, the fhores are well inhabited and wonderfully cultivated. It is true, that between 
Lintz and this place, which are diftant from each other twenty eight German miles, 
you meet with no great cities, but there are many fmall ones, and a great number of 
villages and meadows, all which fhew that the inhabitants are much at their eafe. 

What afforded me the greateft pleafure was the winding of the river; fometimes we 
coafted along vallies encompaffed with hills, the Hopes of which were gentle enough to 
admit of cultivation to the very top. The fore-ground of the beautiful perfpe&ive ex¬ 
hibited 
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"bibifod either a well cultivated village or a large meadow, the white of which con (rafted 
Angularly with the dark groves of the broken mountain behind. And now the boat comes 
nearer and nearer to this place, which flints in the whole prolpect, and feoms to fwim 
upon the water; now we are only a hundred paces dittaat from it, without being able 
to difcover on what fide the ftream will wind out of the vale. We fear to run aground 
on the walls of a town, or to put into the ftreets of a village, when at once a profpeft 
of a quite different kind opens to our rightj the river turns by a {harp corner out of 
the clear vale, into a narrow, wild, obfcure glen. This is like being carried at once 
out of mid-day into the darjeeft night j for the perpendicular high hills and groves on 
each fide do not i'uffer the day to break through. But the back-ground is covered by 
a thick darknefs, which hardly allows of diftinguifliing the tops of the high hills from 
the deep blue of the iky. The fore ground is filled with a dark grey, which agrees 
wonderfully with the colour and figure of the hills and woods. No noife breaks the 
ftillnefs which reigns in this folitary vale, fave the far-founding ftroke of a wood-cutter in 
a neighbouring wood, or the fong of ibme bird. .And now we are approaching the end 
of this frightful profpect, and exped to be reftored to day through fome fubterraneous 
paflage, but the feenery grows darker and darker, and the way we are to get out appears 
more and more a riddle to us: with anxious looks we feek for an opening in the rocks, 
by which we are imprifoned on all fides j—when lo! as if by a ftroke of a fairy's wand* 
there opens a chearful landfcape on the left, to the fight of which we are introduced 
through a narrow gulph. Our raviflied eyes now wander over the beautiful hills, the 
various woods, the n umber lefs villages, the caflles raid country houfes, the vineyards and 
, gaidens, which during a long tract are reflected by the river. In this manner the prof¬ 
pect is always changing, the variety being fuch as leaves you more to expect in every 
change, and always gives more than it had promifed. 

I had two adventures on board of this conveyance, which turned out like the famous 
wind-null bufinefs of the renowned Don Quixote. I am almoft aflujmed to give an ac¬ 
count of them- In my way here, through Ulm and the other cities, I had heard fo 
much of the danger of palling the fall and whirlpool of the Danube, that I had thought 
cf throwing you and Nannette into no fmall terrors, b,y the deferiprion of the perils I 
had undergone. But you may now be at reft, my dear children, though I fhould have 
this Scylla and Charibdis to encounter a hundred times. The fall is a fpot in which the 
river, having been confined for a time betwixt two high hills, breaks with an impetuous 
noife over a wall of rocks, which meet it directly in its courfe. This founds very terri¬ 
ble ; but towards the right fide of the river, the ftream has worn thefe rocks fo much, 
that even at this time, when the water is lower than ever it was known to be in the me¬ 
mory of man, the largeft veffel may fail over, without being expofed to any danger. 
1 oflibly, fome hundred years ago, there might have been fome rifk, and this may have 
made this place fo famous in all the fouthern parts of Germany, and in all the relations 
of voyage writers and geographers; but at prefeut there is a great ncife about nothing, 
and the inceflant flowing of the ftream will loon do away even the name of this frightful 
place. 1 be country about the fall is wild and romantic to a degree. A broken^ock, 
in appearance like a fquare tower, Hands about twenty paces from the {bore, in the midft 
of the roaring flood. The common paflage is betwixt this rock and the fliore. They 
have erected a crofs on this natural caftle, to which the travellers addrefs their prayers • 
it makes a very piaurefque appearance am id ft the wild briars that furround it. Upon 
ne whole I was much more amufed with the beauties of the country, than frightened 
with the danger of the place. b 
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We left the whirlpool *, which is met with foon after the fall, about twelve to fifteen 
paces on the right, without being affe&ed by any of its undulations. Commonly there 
is room for more veffels than one to pars betwixt it and the (bore, without any danger: 
fo that when the mailer carries his palfehgers through it, it is only done to imprefs them 
with needlels terrors. When the water is deepelt and ftrongeft, it cannot fuck in a 
vcffel carrying a moderate burthen; but is only dangerous to the final! craft which, obfti- 
nately perfift in going through it. As far as I could fee, it is not above twenty/feet in 
circumference. To luin up all, neither of thefe places are as dangerous as many parts 
erf the Mofeile, the Maefe, the Rhone, the Loire, and the Rhine, which yet are com¬ 
monly paired by without any apprehensions. 

A great variety of circumfiances concur to excite an idea of danger in both thefe parts 
of the Danube, Low mechanics are fond of fpeaking of them, and magnifying the 
danger, that they may mcreafe their own importance in having gone through it. Others 
more Ample, who come to the place with firong conceits of what they are to meet with 
there, are fo (truck with the wildnefsof the profpect, and the roaring of the water, that 
they begin to quake and tremble before they have feen any thing But the mailers of 
yeffels are thofe who moft effectually keep up the impofition. They make the paffages 
a pretence for raifiog the price of the freight, and when you are paft th'em, the fteerfi* 
man goes round with his hat in his hand to colleft money from the paffengers, as a re¬ 
ward for having conducted them fafely through fuch perilous fpots. When our mafter 
(who yet very well knew how much it was for his intereft to keep up the credit of his 
monflers) (aw how little attention I paid to them, he allured me, in confidence, that * 
during the twenty years he had failed the Danube, he had not heard of a fingle acci¬ 
dent. There is infinitely more danger from the many-wooden bridges which the vef- 
fels mud necefiarily pafs through. The arches of thefe are, for the mod part, fo clofe 
to each other, that there is hardly room enough for a large veffel to pafs betwixt them. 
The common paffage-boat, which has travellers and valuable wares on board, has nothing 
to fear, both becaufe the fides of thefe veifeis are fo high, that they cannot eafily fliip 
water, and becaufe the people belonging to the veflel, and who are to anfwer for the 
goods* take care that they fhall not be expofed to danger; but from the inn at Stein, 
where we flopped to take a view of the cloifter of Molk, and the country round about 
us, we faw three (hips laden with wood fink under the bridge. The few failors which 
were on board jumped into a wherry, and endeavoured to take in as much of the wood, , 
with which the Danube is covered on every part, as they could. The fides of thefe 
(hips are hardly more than a few inches higher than the furface of the river, and the 
lead joftlethey meet with makes them fliip water enough to fink them. 

The.gatherers of wood are miferable people, who can get nothing by any handicraft. 
Their wretched ihips are of no value, and in cafe of accidents, the men can always fave 
themfelves on board the final! boats, which they have in tow for the purpofe. Moft of 
the mifearriages are to be aferibed to their wantonnefs. 

Throughout the whole of this journey, we met with very good and very cheap inns* 
There are no men waiters in thefe parts,, but their duty is done by young women, who 
feem ready for more fervices than one. There reigns throughout an exceffive cleanlfi- 
nefs, and a high degree of eafe and profperity. 

Paris by no means ftrikes the eye fo magnificently as Vienna does, when you approach 
the latter by the river. At a diftance of a few miles you firft difeover the high tower 
of St. Stephens, in a narrow vale, through which the ftreatn winds. The windings of 

* The German words are, Whbel and Strindct, They probably mean one and the fame thing* 
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the vale Toon remove the tower from the eyes of the traveller, who ftill looks eagerly for 
the place where the immenfe pyramid, now vanifhed, pointed out to him the habitation 
of the Caffars. Soon after, high hills covered with vineyards clofe up this vale, when to 
the left there opens an immenfe plain, in which, by degrees, the traveller discovers a 
part of the city : the right is covered with lulls, partly wooded, and partly cultivated, 
which come down to the river. The magnificence of this beautiful fpot is much im* 
proved by the royal cloilter of Neuburg. At length you come to a ftrait rock, which 
hangs almofl down upon the flood below. On the top of this there is a cloifter, and at 
the bottom rhe beauteous village of Rufdorff, which you aim oft take for one of the fub- 
urbsof Vienna. When once you have paffed the rock, the capital occupies the whole 
horizon. Its feveral parts commend tliemfelves the more to the eye, from their being 
at great diftances from each other, and many of them fituated on high eminences. The 
number of large buildings, the noife that broke upon my ears from all fides, and the 
foreft, as it were, of houfes, made my heart beat, notwithftanding all the pains I could 
take to think of Horace’s Nil Admirari* 

When we landed, my trunks underwent another fearch by the cuftom-houfe officers. 
This paffed over without any difagreeable circumftances, as they did not take the trou¬ 
ble to infpeft my pockets, which I had filled with forbidden books. The journey from 
Lintz hither la lied fix days, though it is commonly performed in two. The reafon afe 
figned by the failors was the ufual one of contrary winds; but i knew the true caufe to 
be, the contraband goods they had on board. The journey from Ratifbon hither cofts 
two ducats f one of which pays your paffage, and the other your provifions, which con- 
fift of frefli fifh, fait meat, and fome vegetables. When the weather is fine, you may 
fleep on board without inconvenience. Cheap however as this journey of fifty-fix Ger¬ 
man miles feems to be at fir ft fight, I did not find my account in it; the frequent and 
long ftoppages of the fhip obliging me to live much on fliore, and to fpend iny time and 
money at inns. 

The beft way, when you are fortunate enough to meet with company at Ulm or Ra* 
tifbon, is to purchafe a firnll decked veffel, which you may have for fixty or feventy 
guilders, and which will hold fifteen or fixteen people. The veffel may be Ibid again at 
Vienna, often with profit, and you perform your journey in four, five, or at mod fix 
days; whereas a common veffel is fourteen, and often fixteen days in going the jour¬ 
ney. Three or four failors and a good fteerfman will think themfeives fufficiently paid 
for their trouble, if, when you come to your journey’s end, you give them the veffel. 

LETTER XIX. 

YOU have no idea, dear brother, of the trouble I had to provide ttiyfelf with a pro¬ 
per habitation. I ran about the city three whole days with my iaquah de place*, before 
I could get houfed. It is not here as at Paris, where there is an office in every part of the 
city, giving an account of what houfes or lodgings are to let, and for what price. Here 
every owner of a houfe puts up a bill before his door, ftating very circumftantially what 
rooms he has empty. As the houfes confift of five or fix ft ones, and each ftory has an 
owner, who may have a room or an apartment vacant, you often find the doors of the 
houfes plaftered all over with advertifements, and may be near half an hour reading, 
before you get the information you want to arrive at. 

Thefirft room I faw was up four ,pair of flairs. The looks of it did not difpleafeme; 
but as foonas I heard that the owner was a Gnadtgc Herr , I faid in French to my laquais, 
u Away, I will have nothing to do with a gnadige herr , who has half of his hired habi- 
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ration to underlet.” The next iioufe I went into, I mounted up fix pair of ftaim. 
When T was got to the top, there came out of alower apartment a little diminutive man 
in a night gown ; he had a pen (ticking behind his ear, and was followed by a maid, 
who gave him the appellation of your honour . Only your honour, thought I to myfelf, 
this may do, 1 went into the rooms, and was hall induced, by the pure air I breathed 
in thefe upper regions, to clofe the agreement, when it came into my head to open- a 
window, and look what lort of profpeCi. I fiiould have. I could dilcover nothing but 
roofs of houfes and chimneys, which entirey took away all view ot the cky, — “ Away, 
laid I.—So wc faw fix apartments that day, without finding any thing that would fuit. 
Among ft other landlords, we came to an Excellence, or rather to a Magnificence (for l 
had choice of titles) who lived in the back part of a ground floor, and with whom I did 
' not chocfe to partake of the foul air he breathed. The next day’s operation opened 
with a vnadige fraiv- She recommended her fraclcit tochter to me for lo many things, 
that it was impoflible to think of coming to ail agreement with her. “ Look here,.’ 1 
fays Ihe, “ my daughter herfelfvc ill bring you your coffee in the morning; if you choofe 
any tea in an afternoon, my daughter hcrfelf will wait upon you with it; if you choofe 
to treat us now and then to a play, and are too late for your traiteur , out cold fupper 

will be at your fervice, and fo on I”-Thou muft know, it is not in Germany as with 

us at Paris; a woman of honour looks upon it as an aitiont to be oneied to be tieated 
to a public place, by a perfon who is not a relation, or a particular friend. Here it is 
the cuftom to frank women wherever you go with them. I foon faw that the pretty 
girl’s fervices were included in the price of the room ; fo away 1 went again. Having 
again tired myfelf with fearching this day., I began to think that I fhould not find what 
1 wanted in the city itfelf, as ail the lodgings which have any free air or profpeft are in¬ 
finitely dearer than at Paris. This cannot well be otherwife, as a third part of the inha¬ 
bitants dwell within the walls of the city, which do not comprehend above one fixth of 
the ground it {lands upon. As the lubnrbs are at fome diflance from the city, their 
extenfivenefs makes it a defirable objeft for every one to live nearer the centre of bufi- 
nefs. The fuburbs of Paris are as well inhabited as the city itfelf. But at Vienna wo 
meet with a o-reat deal of wafte ground. Another reafon of the high price of the beft 
houfes in the°city is, that the fecond ftory of every houfe belongs to the court, and is* 
tenanted by its fervants. You pay from fix to eight guilders (about eighteen killings) a 
month for one of the beft rooms in a good ftreet, and about three for one ot the worth 
In the fuburb of Mariahef, which is the moft wholefome fituation in the place, after, 
fome trouble, I found a very handfome room, which commands a fine profpeft, for. 

three guilders a month. _ . 

I cannot go from hence to town without a great deal of trouble. In l aris you are 
forced to walk up to your ancles in mud ; here on the other hand, you cannot ftir out 
without beiiw choaked with the duft. Vienna lies open to the drying eaft and north 
winds but is proteaed by its neighbouring hills from the fouth and weft, which keeps 
Paris in almoft perpetual rains. When it has rained here a whole night, all is dry again 
a few hours after fun-rife, and by noon the clouds of duft begin to rile. Indeed, when 
it rains more than a day, the duft makes the mud exceedingly deep. When I would go 
to the town, I muft crofs the wide and naked plain which parts us, which I am obliged 
to do with my handkerchief to my mouth, in order not to be choaked with dult. i he 
hackney coaches of this place are always in a trot or a gallop, and as the way to Shorn- 
brun lies by my windows, it requires fome good luck, as wed as fome caie, to go through 
the clouds of duft, without being run over by a hackney coach, or without running 
ground of fome other traveller. 
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In cafe of a fiegc, the tlifiance betwixt the town and fuburbs would give the believers 
great advantages ; but it is very unlikely that fuch a circumftance fhould ever happen. 
The Turks have been the only peepie in modern times, who could carry their wars to 
the gates of the capital, a thing which the King of Pruffia did not dare attempt, after the 
molt fuccefsful battle. At prefent the ftrength of the Imperial houfe is fo fuperior to 
that of the Porte, that I believe the prefent court keeps up the fortifications, only with 
the view of keeping the city itfelf in fubje&ion. Another reafon indeed, may be affigned, 
which is the ruin that would fall upon feveral families, who fubfilt entirely by letting 
their houfes, if the value of them was to fink one half, which it would certainly do, if 
the empty fpace before the city was to be built upon. As things now' are, there are 
feveral habitations worth from 2 to 300,000 guilders, or from 20 to 30,000 pounds * per 
annum, which conftitutes the whole fortune of their polfdTors. Any man who is out of 
debt, and has a houfe in this city, is accounted a rich man. The houfe of the book- 
feller Trattnem is an object of 30,000 guilders (or 3000I. a year) to him. The advan¬ 
tages that would accrue, in point of health and convenience, by carrying the city on to 
the fuburbs, and by that means thinning the choaked up habitations, would not make 
amends for what thofe who have houfes tnuft unavoidably fuller by the change. 

Within thefe few days I have begun my ufual circle in and about the city, in order to 
be able to form to mylelf an idea of its feparate parts. It takes up almofl two hours to 
go from the end of the fuburb of Wit-den to the end of the fuburb of Leopold, which 
is larger than the town, and parted from it only by a finali arm of the Danube. The 
going from the fuburb Roflaw to the end of the fuburb Landftraffe, took me up about 
another half hour. Vienna certainly (lands upon much more ground than Paris does. 
It has twenty-fix fuburbs; but many parts of them are not built upon, and about a third 
of them is occupied by three or four hundred gardens, not above three or four of which 
arc worth feeing. The fuburbs beft inhabited are the RofTaw, the Jofephftadt, St. Ulrich, 
Mariahilp, a part of the Wieden, and the Leopoldftadt. The largeil of them all, after 
the Leopoldftadt, is the Wieden, the inhabitants of which have a great refemblance to 
thofe of the fuburb St. Marcel at Paris. , 

There are fcarce eight buildings in the whole town which can be called beautiful or 
magnificent. The moil diftinguifhed of thefe are the pak.ee of Lichtenftein, the Em¬ 
peror’s library, and the chancery. 

The Emperor’s palace is an old black building, that has neither beauty nor ftatelinefs- 
It is a great mafs of (tone, which was built feven (lories high, in order to contain as 
many inhabitants as poffible. There are hardly three fquares, or places here which, 
make any figure at all. The greateft thoroughfare is from the Emperor’s palace over 
the Coal-market , the Graben , the Stockamejfenplafs , and through the Carnthnerjlraffb,. 
In all thefe places, particularly in the narrow and irregular Stockametfenp’afs, the tho¬ 
roughfare is as great, and the motion as lively, as in any ftreet of London or Pails. 
The flream of this great concourfe reaches as far as Leopoldfgate, and throughout..!hf 

whole of the high ftreet of the fuburb of Leopold.-There are not more than eight 

buildings worth looking at in the fuburbs; and thetafteof the buildings about the gar¬ 
dens, and the fummer-houfes, is miferable. 

According to the common report of thofe from whom one has a right to expedt ac¬ 
curate accounts pf their native country, the population of Vienna amounts to at Ieaft a 
million. Belching, in his georaphy, will hardly allow ir to pafs two hundred thoufand. 
fn my opinion the public and the geographer are equally mlilaken. In the laft year,, 
which was not remarkably fatal, according to the bills of mortality, the number of the. 

* Surely a mistake. The guilder- is 1 s. cjd. 
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dead amounted to ten thoufand, that is about half the number of thofe who die at Paris. 
Now if you make allowance for ftrangers, of whofe deaths you can have no accurate 
account, and multiply the fum by thirty-fix, you will have the true account of the po¬ 
pulation, 

I was affined by a man of confequence, who was in the way of getting at good infor¬ 
mation, that a very little time ago, the population was eftimated at three hundred and 
eighty-five thnufand, ftrangers included. This reckoning will appear accurate; for we 
mull conlider that rhe air and water are much better here than they are at Paris, where 
the numbers are allowed to be feven hundred thoufand, of whom twenty-one thouland 
die every year. Doubtlefs Vienna has as many inhabitants in it as Naples; and thofe 
two towns are the rood populous in the world, after Conftantinople, London, and Paris. 
Whoever is a little acquainted with other large cities will fee, in a moment, that Vienna 
mull contain above two hundred thoufand people. 

I am not yet fufficiently acquainted with the manners, cuftoms, and amufements of 
the inhabitants of this place, to be able to give you any certain information about them. 
All I can fay is, that to judge by external appearances, the great appear uncommonly 
fond of magnificence. 1 was fhewn the Prince of Lichtenftein, mounted on a very fine 
horfe, and attended by at ieaft eight perlbns, fome of whom were drefled like huflars, 
and teemed to be a kind of body guard. He is fuppofed to be like the Emperor, in 
manners, geftures, and face; and fome think that he attempts to copy him in externals. 
As to my part, I own that in the glimpfe l had of them both, 1 could not difeover the 
refemblance; and there is one thing in which they certainly differ, for the Emperor un¬ 
doubtedly does not.like to go out with fo numerous a train of followers. I faw him 
taking the air: he was in a cabriolet , and had a fmgle footman behind him. lie affects 
fimplicity and popularity almoft in the extreme. 

In the fliort time I have been here, I have feen more fplendid equipages and horfes 
than there are in all Paris. Our fafhions prevail here oniverfally. Drefled dolls arc 
regularly fent From Paris for the purpofe of teaching the women how to put on their 
gowns and drefs their heads. Even the men from time to time, get memoranda from 
Paris, and lay them before their taylors and hair-dreffers. I heard a lady telling another 
yefterday at the play, with an air of the profoundeft wifdom, that the Queen ot France 
had worn the fame kind of head drefs as fhe had then on, four weeks ago at the theatre . 
All the women I have hitherto feen are painted up to the eyes and ears like the French 
ones. The knowing ones tell you, that the eyes acquire a kind of fire by this means, 
which gives an inexpreflible animation to the whole look; but l believe I have often 
told you and Nannette, that I am barbarian enough to wifh to wipe away all the red off 
a lady’s cheeks with a wil'p of ftraw and coarfe fand, even though the eyes fliould lofe 
all their luftre by it. After all, the rouge of the ladies here, like that of our Parifian 
dames, feems to have become a neceffary evil, to hide the yellownefs of their lkin. 
I fawfeveralof them who had every reafon to cry out. La verole men Dieu, m’a rouge 
jufqtfaux cs. 

LETTER XX. 

Vienna, 

OUR new philofophers are unanimous in declaring againft large focieties; as for my 
own part, I take things as they are, and am contented with what I find, whenever an al¬ 
teration appears dangerous or impoffible. It is very true that when you look on the 
dark fide of them only, great cities feem a difgrace to humanity; but put one of thefe 
philofophers to me proof, and let him tell you how London, Paris, or Vienna, are to be 
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made lefs without /haking the whole Hate, and rendering a large portion of the prefent 
inhabitants unhappy. 

Wherever there is much light, there will of courfe be a great deal of {hade. Take 
them all together, there is more good than bad amongfl mankind ; though, therefore, 
you ihould allow the wickednefs of individuals to be more vifible in large cities, than it 
is in the fcattered cottages of the inhabitants of the foreft, mountain, or defert; it is 
plainly owing to the following reafons, viz. Becaufe the natural propenfiries of the two 
jegged wild beads have more opportunities of Ihewing themfelves without difguifc here *, 
becaufe we can fee the wickednefs of fo many that are drawn together, as it were to a 
point, and in cottages it efcapes usj becaufe this very contraft is rendered more ftriking 
from the attention which the police, who has no poiver to reward the good, is compelled 
to pay to the puniftiment of the wicked. Our philofophers, who declaim on this head, 
have more fpleen than good humour about them, and had rather fee black than white j 
but the greatelt part of them are fo little in earned in their declarations, that even the 
very ferious John James of Geneva preferred living at Paris, to living with thofe very Sa¬ 
voyards and inhabitants of the Valais, in whofe praifes he was fo full. 

It has been laid of London, that you may fee heaven and hell there at once. This, 
with a little allowance for the difference, which the drongly pronounced character of the 
Englidiman gives to all he does, is true, I believe, of every large city in the world. But,. 
on the other hand, the newfpapers, which are everyday publifibedra thefe cities, exhibit 
indances of virtue in all ranks of life, which the half favage has no idea of. The good 
there is about man difcovers itfelf in great cities as much as the bad, and ought to be re- 
fpefted by every true friend to humanity, in a much greater degree than the virtues of 
lavage life. For as much as it is not the working of a fenfelefs indinct, but the refult oi 
a greater degree of knowledge and more lively feelings. Conceive toyourfelf the fub- 
lime anfvver of a mechanic of the fuburb St. Marcel at Paris, to a monk who.comforted 
him on his death bed. by telling him that he mull of courfe be glad to go out of this 
world of tribulation. “ Good father,” faid the dying man, ** no fms moled my con- 
fcience, my days have glided away foftly, and in uninterrupted pleafures, and the world 
has been no place of tribulation to me. I refign myfelf willingly to the appointment of 
Providence, and die without a figh ; but, had it pleafed the Creator to increafe the num¬ 
ber of my days, I trull that my trade-” Think of the young man who main¬ 

tained his family for fome time with his blood, which he fold to a furgeon, who wanted 
to make experiments with it. RecoUeft the young woman of St. Jaques at Paris, who 
flood firm againft every offer of fedu&ion, and-maintained herfelf, mother, and little fil¬ 
ters, by occupations fo laborious, that they deflroyed her beauty and impaired hercon- 
ftitution. Thefe, and a thoufand more fuch cafes, which the hiflory of Paris furnifties 
us with, will teach you, that in large focieties men excel in virtue as much as they do in 
vice, and that all the ftories of the natural place of man, and the advantages to be found 
in it, for the purpofes of happinefs and virtue are, for the moll part, only the beauteous 
dream of abltraft reafoners. For my own part, brother, I have found the man of the 
woods, whenever occafion was given for it, full as wicked as the inhabitants of the molt 
peopled towns and cities. The propenfity, indeed, to opprefs and cheat his neighbour, 
cannot be fo vifibly difeovered in the former as it is in the latter, becaufe the neighbour 
and be do not often come into fuch ftrong collifion ; but when the latter is good, he is 
fo in a much higher degree than the half favage. 

It is faid, that certain modes of education, certain cuftoms, and a bad government, 
bow down to their yoke thofe who live with more fimplicity. But all the half favages 
we are acquainted with (and as to the whole ones, we {hall know nothing certain of 
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-them till the country beyond the moon fhall be difcovercd) are alfo under the influence of 
cuftom, education, and government* On the other hand, it mult be obferral, that the 
inhabitant oi numerous fodedes is more eafily polifhed, and when he grows wicked, 
inore eafily converted than the half favage, who fets his life on his cufloats ami manners* 
Kven at this time the moll: enamoured partifahs of the Swifs find only in feme fcattered 
parts of Savoy, the rcliquesof the manners they fo much admire, and thefe, they muff 
confefs, will be done away in the next generation ; whilft, on the other hand, the cor¬ 
ruption to be found among the inhabitants of the Grifons, and fome of the Democratic 
Cantons, furpaffes every idea, which a man not acquainted with the place can form of 
it, with this additional caufe for defpair, that the evil is here remeditefs ; whereas the 
inhabitants of Paris, Loud an, and Vienna may grow better in fome generation, 

I found it neceflfary to make thefe introductory remarks, becaufe, though I was not 
capable to fay as much good of the people of Vienna at prefent as I could wHb, I was 
willing you fhould be convinced that I am in perfect friendlhip with them, and do not 
mean to advife them to feparate and live behind the hedges iike gypfies, in order to 
make their fituation better, by approaching nearer to the ffate of nature* In every part 
of the world I meet men towards whom my heart warms, and have no neceflky to 
wander with our knight errants among the vales of Piedmont, Savoy, and Switzerland, 
in order to find fellow-creatures to be proud oh I do not know whether thefe gentle¬ 
men meet with what they are in fearch of, but it is certain that they all come back again 
very foon. 

What diflinguiflies the people of this place from the Parifians is a certain coarfe pride 
not to be deferibed, an infurmountgble heavinefs and ftupidity, and an unaccountable 
propenfity to guzzling. The hofpitalify of the table, about which yon have heard fo 
much, is only an effeft of pride. During the four weeks I have been here, I have 
hardly been able to dine above four times by myfelf. It is the cuflom when a man is 
iiril introduced into a new houfe, to fix a day in every week for him to be a regular 
gueft there. In the firft houfe I dined, I conceived that the people had a real pleafure 
in feeing me-; but I had not fat long before l had invitations enough, from the company 
prefent only, to iaft tile a month. But when they afk you, they all doit with fuchfaces 
which feem to fay, ct Is not it true that we are far more hofpitable than your Parifian 
gentry ? M Sometimes they go (till farther, and make themfelves very merry (that is, ac¬ 
cording to the Vienna mode of being merry) with our (paring niggardlinefs. It is cer¬ 
tainly true, that a man eats much better here than he does at Paris, and he certainly alfo 
eats a great deal more. At the common tables of the people of a middling rank (fuch as 
the lower fervants of the court, merchants, artifts, and the better kinds of mechanics) 
*you commonly fee fix, eight, or even ten difbes, with two, three, or even four kinds of 
wine. They commonly fit two hours at table, and they took it as a very uncivil thing 
of me that I refufed to tafle many difhes, though l was compelled to do fo, to fave my- 
felf an indigeftion. But, alas! fo foon as the body is fatisfied here, fo loon does the mind 
long for the friendly dims and foupes of Paris, which you know are more intended for 
the feaft of reafon, and the flow of foul, than the dainty purfuit of imiigeftions, choleras, 
and apoplexy. Here the only entertainment, mingled with the very ferious bufmefs 
going forward, are fome very bad low jokes. At thebeil tables here, (I mean thofe of 
the fecond order) you commonly meet a monk, but more commonly a player, whofe 
very refined wit enlivens the whole company. The monk is commonly feated by the 
lady of the houfe, whom he coquets with ; the player is feated at the other end, and 
laughs at him till the whole route breaks out into fliouts of laughter, far above the ca¬ 
pacity of common lungs or ears either to join in or bear. When the converlation takes" 
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a more ferious turn, it is always about the theatre, which is the utnioft length to which 
criticifm or obrervation ever extend in this country ; but the players are far from being 
the company here that they are at Paris. None of thofe with whom I am hitherto ac¬ 
quainted know their mother tongue. At Paris, undoubtedly, we fliould not admit into 
good company, men who neither by their wit or their manners can raife themfelves at 
ail above the low eft of the vulgar. 

Upon the whole, you meet here with none of the briiknefs, the fpirited pleafure, the 
unconftrained fatisfaftion, and the interefting curiofity about what is going forwards, 
that you fmd at Paris even amongft the to weft orders of fociety. No body here makes 
remarks upon the minifters or the court; no body entertains the company with the no¬ 
velty or anecdote of the day. You meet with numbcrlefs people of the middling ranks 
who have nothing to fay of their minifters, their generals, and philofophers, and who 
hardly know even their names. Nothing is taken care of but the animal part. They 
breakfaft till they dine, and they dine till they tup, with only the interval of, perhaps, a 
ihort walk and going to the play. If you go into a cofFee-houfe, of which there are about 
feventy, or into a beer-houfe, which are the moll elegant and beft furnifhed of all the 
public hoiifes, (I faw one with red dainalk tapeftry, pictures with gilt frames, looking- 
glafles, decks a-la-Grecque, and marble tables,) you will fee nothing but a perpetual 
motion of jaws. One thing you may reft allured of, that no one will come up to you or 
be troublefome with queftions; no man there talks at all, except with his neighbour, 
and then he mo ft commonly whifpers. You would conceive you were in a Venetian 
cofFee-houfe, where they all take one another for fpies. When I fay all this I defire 
to be underftood as fpeaking of the middling ranks only, who in all countries are what 
properly may be called the people, for as to the people of rank, they, with a few (hades 
only of diftinftion, are the fame throughout all Europe; and the loWeft clafies hardly 
mix with fociety. No doubt, a gentleman introduced, as Dr. Moore happened to be, 
would meet with many an Afpafia capable of being clafled in the fame line with her im¬ 
mortal prototype; (that is, the vicious part of the character excepted;)an Afpafia whofe 
circles are conftamly filled by thewifeft philofophers, the deepeft ftatefmen, the greateft 
generals, the wifeft, mildeft, and molt affable of princes; but it is not in afiemblies of this 
kind that the characters and manners of a nation are to be met with. 

The fociablenefs, good tafte, and polilhed manners, which render the prefent court fo 
remarkable, are a confequence of the travelled education of the prelent Emperor. His 
father, indeed, had relaxed fomething of the Sultan manner in his court; but Jofeph 
is the firft of his houfe who has confidered himfelf as a man born for all mankind. 
Formerly one of the old nobility confidered it as a difgrace if a common citizen even 
did but look, at him; and the Iefler, or fecond order of noblefle, were excluded the court, 
as Is the practice in Spain. There are inftances of perfons, even of the rank of fiehl- 
marlhals, who could not gain admittance. The whole train of fcience was banifhed un¬ 
der the notion cf pedantry, and the arts, ever taftelefs without it, were employed only 
to drefs up harlequins. The Emperor Leopold, indeed, had feme tafte for mufic: but 
conceive to yourfelf this prince (a cotemporary of Lewis XIV. at a time when the arts 
were in all their glory with us) with his imperial crown on his imperial Ihoulders, look¬ 
ing out of his palace window to fee a fee of the loweft buffoons that ever difgraced a ftage 
with their tricks, fing and dance in the court of the palace. Prince Eugene was the 
firft who introduced any thing of a tafte into the country ; the firft who gave a general 
love for French literature : he lived in the ftrifteft friendship with the wits and artiftsof 
his day, and was the fame here for the arts, that he had been in the imperial army, 
where he had had as much to encounter with from folly and fuperftition, as from the 
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largeft hods of the enemy. The monks, particularly the jefuits, refitted his benign in. 
lluence as long as they could. In Charles the Vlth’s time no kind of literature was 
held in efteem, except that which related to merchandize and finance: A few days 
ago there fell into iny hands a book, which, without a doubt, is the belt publication of 
thole dull times; it treats of finance, and though written in moft barbarous German, 
lays down the bell: principles of this fcience. Thefe, however, no king has followed but 
the King of Pruffia, who has availed himfelf of them, to the no flight detriment of the 
country in which the book was written. The author’s name was Schroeder; he was in 
the Emperor’s fervjce. Every thing, however, except finance, was in utter darknefs, 
and even the fermons were farces. Towards the end of the laft reign, things began to 
be upon a better footing; but the Emprefs, who, with all her excellencies, has a weak 
fide, which is that of wanting to make all her fubjects angels, fees every improvement 
that is propofed, only as it regards her religion; befides this, fhe has a little of the Spa- 
jiifli etiquette left about her, and loves old unpolluted nobility. 

Notwithftanding the care the Emprefs takes of the morality of her fubjects, all the 
charities depend upon the court alone for their fupport. We meet here with no curs 
of St. Sulpice to raile 300,000 livres a year for the relief of the neceffitous. The Arch- 
bilhop Migazzi is as bigotted and as dependant on the papal hierarchy as our Beaumont, 
but he gives no million of livres yearly out of his income to fecret diftrefs, as the good 
Archbilhop of Paris does. I queftion whether it would be poffible, upon ony occafion* 
to get a collection of 10,000 guilders from hence. Though Vienna has feveral houfc3 
in it with which the moft opulent in Paris cannot be compared, pride, gallantry, and dif* 
iipation, are all the feelings the people of this place are fufceptible of. Though moft of 
the richefl people have been for years oppreffed with debts, they have not yet learned 
to confine their expences, and would think it a fliaine to live within bounds. As to the 
middling orders, they live from hand to mouth, and are well fatisfied if they can make 
two ends of the year meet. (Economy is a term entirely banifhed from die place; Every 
thing lwills and lives for the pleafure of lenfe only. 


LETTER XXL 

Vienna . 

THE police of this place is entirely taken up with the object of fopprefling every 
thing that indicates vigour and manly ftrength : that, however, is not the beft police, 
whofe only object is to make every member of fociety as fecure as pofiible, but that 
which knows how to give the greateft feeurity to the tvhoie, and at the fame time en¬ 
croaches as little as poffible upon the freedom of individuals. It is certain, that by fet- 
ting watches about every citizen’s houfe to take an account of what is going forward at 
his table and in his bed, and to follow the feveral members of his family wherever they 
go, you piay guard effectually againft diforder ; but who is there that exifts on earth, 
and loves the order that is kept up amongft galley-flaves ? 

The wife Creator, whofe government ought to be the model of every wife legiflature, 
left us that free will which we fo often abufe. He gave us ftrong incitements to good, 
without taking away the power of doing evil. In this liberty, notwithftanding the mil- 
chiefs which arife from it, confifts the true greatnefs of man. Religion teaches us, that 
in his own good time God will punifh the wicked and reward the good. Without the 
freedom to do ill, we ffiould have neither moral, feelings nor moral happinefs, and God 
would not be righteous towards us, 
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We cannot follow a better model of legiflation and police, than what is fct us by the 
Creator. .As it is the bufinefs of legiflation to punifh the wicked without partiality, and 
reward the good with a liberal hand ; fo the police, which is fubordinate to it, ought to 
have no other objett than to give it the means of rewarding virtue and punilhtng vice. 
To go farther than this, and endeavour to make moral evil phyficaily impoffible, is an 
offence both again ft God and man. 

Human juftice knows of no evils but thofe which fpring from offences which aj*e hurt¬ 
ful to fociety ; fhe and her handmaid the police have no right to turn a tribunal of jof¬ 
fice into a tribunal of confeffion, nor imperioully to extend their power to the internal 
morals of a man. Even if the generality of mankind had much more worth of charac¬ 
ter, and much greater moral feelings than they have, yet ought there not to be fuch 
an inquiiition as fubfifts in this place, by the eftabliftunent of the conliftoriai police and 
other courts. 

Probably Vienna is the only city in the world which has a court called a fpecial com- 
inifli'on of chaflity. A few years ago the fpies of this extraordinary tribunal ufed to 
follow the young people into their houfes 5 not only fo, they ufed to break into their bed¬ 
chambers and vifit their beds in the middle of the night. The horror which this raifed 
In fociety was fo univerfal, that the Emperor found himfelf obliged to ufe all his influ¬ 
ence with his mother (who promifed herfelf great things from thefe exertions) to obtain 
feme limitations of them. The fpies of the police were in contract with the whores ; 
thefe ufed to decoy the young men to their houfes, and when they were together betray 
them. The young people had then nothing for it but to allow themfelves to be plun¬ 
dered, in order to avoid being Carried before the coinmiffion of chaflity, and the fpies 
and the whores divided the booty between them. The evil is now in fome degree cor¬ 
rected by the interpofition of the Emperor, but the public walk called the Prater is ftill 
{unrounded by tenanted fpies, who trace the young men to trees and bufhes, in order to 
prevent offences that are only poffible, and have not actually been given. 

It is the opinion here, that the belt way of preventing fornication and child-murder, 
and of increasing population, is to compel a man who has a child fworn to him to marry 
the woman Immediately. I was told a curious ftory on this fubjeft. A young man was 
futnmoned before the confiftory, to make anfwer to a young woman who claimed him 
for a hufbaml. As he was in the outer chamber waiting for her, he faw another poor 
young woman who was come there on a like errand. Having made himfelf acquainted 
with all the circumftances of her cafe, and finding that the fuppoled father of the child 
was fled, and not likely to appear, he ofl'ered her a good fum if fhe would take him in 
the (lead, and date her complaint prior to the time of that which he expefted to be 
brought againft him. She promifed him that five would do fo, and he went to the judges 
full of confidence in the fuccefs of his projedt The court having afked him whether he 
had flept with the perfon before him, and he having confeffed, he was told that he was a 
father, and muft give the woman his hand. To this he made anfwer that he had no 
obje&ion, but that there was a perfon in the anti-chamber who had older claims upon 
him. Upon her being called in, it appeared vifibly that fhe was farther gone than the 
other. The firft' plaintiff was therefore ordered to con tent herfelf with a fum of gold 
and go away. The young man now pleaded that he had compounded matters with the 
other lady; but, to his inexpreflible aflonifliment, file denied it. The judges then 
a Iked for witneffes, and he having none to produce, he was obliged to give his hand to 
one, whom he had feen a quarter of an hour before for the firft time in his life. 

I know feveral men who have been made hu(bands of in this manner. Their wives, 
for a time, drove on a general trade quietly with their cuftomers. When thefe began 
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to fail, they picked one out of the number, whom they thought would make a good huf- 
fcand, and fummoned him before the court. The proof of having flepf together, even 
without any confequenccs having followed, was deemed fufficient to eftabliih a claim. 
Some of thefe very honourable pairs are known by the whole town. 

I know of another method to prevent whoring and child-murder, much more effectual 
than this is; but then unluckily it does not fo well anl'wer the other objeft which thefe 
legiilators have in view, namely, tile intreafe of population. Shakefpeare is the author 
of the police I would propofe. I do not remember in which of his plays it is that he 
makes a Vienna bawd fay, “ If the police will effectually banilh fornication,it fhould caf- 
trate all the men.” 

Thefe marriages by compulfion are attended with very pernicious confequences, both 
to fociety and the ft ate. 1 do not know whether they prevent fornication, but it is cer¬ 
tain that they much increafe adultery. Truth, confidence, and love, the moll holy and 
molt ufeful bands of fociety, they entirely diffolve. The man, who, from the circum- 
ftance of his having been compelled to give her his hand, is obliged to confider his wife 
as a whore, cannot be her true friend, cannot have that refpeft for her which is abfo- 
lutely requifite to make a happy marriage. It is, indeed, aftoni fliing how indifferent the 
married people of this place are to each other. I know that this is the cafe at Paris too; 
but there it arifes from the manners, and not from the government, as it does here. 
Nor, indeed, are conjugal love and fidelity fo extinct amongft perfons of the middling 
rank in fociety at Paris, as theyfeem to be in this place. I believe, too, that even population, 
which this foolilh law is intended to promote, fuffers confiderably by it; for it is an ob- 
fervation which has often been made, both by moralifts arid phyficians, that, without 
love betwixt the parties, the marriage bed often proves barren. Molt of the pairs I am 
acquainted with, who have been married by compulfion, are without children, and in 
general the marriage bed is not fruitful here.—The indifference of the parents for each 
ether likewife extends to the children, amongft whom all the fine feelings of love and 
rriendfliip are lulled in early infancy. It is, no doubt, owing to this want of the affec¬ 
tions of focial and domeftic life, that the people of this place have fo few' moral feelings 
as they have. 

It is true, indeed, that every thing has its good as well as its weak fide. The confe- 
quence of this people's want of fpirit is, that their vices are as few and as weak as their 
virtues. Nothing is heard hereof the tragedies which are fo frequent at London, Rome, 
and Naples, Pick-pockets, cheats, bankrupts, thieves, fpendthrifts, pimps, and bawds, 
are the only criminals known in Vienna. The Auftrian has not ftrength of character 
enough to be a highwayman; and a Saxon gentleman, who has been fettled here fotne 
years, and has travelled over the whole country, allures me, that he does not remember 
to have heard of iuch a thing as a duel. I was witnefs to a fccne 3 7 cfterday which ftrongly 
marks the charafter both of the people and the police of this place. A well dreffed man 
had a quarrel with a hackney coachman about his fare. They foon came to high words. 
One of the fix hundred fpies, who are divided about different parts of the city, came up. 
The gentleman grew warm and gave bad words, which the other returned with intereft.. 
At length they ftiook their lifts at each other, but neither ventured to fir ike ; for it 
feems there is a law, by which, whoever ftrikes firft is punifiied, let the previous provo¬ 
cation have been what it will. Had either but touched the hat of the other, it would 
have been reckoned a blow, and he would have been immediately taken up by the watch. 
As it was, they parted, after affording a quarter of an hour’s laugh to the populace. 
The duration of thefe frays may be longer or fhorter, ad libitum ; but there are few ex¬ 
amples of their ever being carried farther than words. 
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The court has nothing to fear from a revolt. In the beginning of the laft century, 
indeed, the proteftants made a little Hir; but all was foou quiet again. Indeed, the 
Viennois is too enervate for an infurreftion, On the other hand, he feels nothing of 
the warm glow which fills the bread of a French or Englishman for the fucceffes of his 
country. The feveral provinces of France have frequently made great prefents to their 
kings in time of war, and we have often feen collections made in colFee-houtes for build¬ 
ing ihlps of the line. Here there are very few, if any inflances of this kind. Subordi¬ 
nation is the only charafteriftic feature of this people; nor have I ever feen a rparkhere 
either of the Englifinnan's love of liberty, or the Frenchman's feeling for the honour of 
the grand monarch. The pride even of the army is too perfonal, ever to admit ol any 
fenfibility for the honour of the ftate- The fongs of the French foldier are, as you well 
know, poems which infpirk and lead him on to glory, by reminding him of what his 
anceflors have done and fullered for their country ; but here I feldom hear the toldier 
fing at all, and when he does, it is mere ribaldry. Nor, however, that I doubt but that, 
in l’pite of their bad finging, an Auftrian army would put a French one to the route ; 
but that is owing to another caufe. I only difcufs this fubjeft en paffimt , and (hall referve 
mvfelf to fpeak more fully to it, when I come to Berlin. 

The individuals of a country w hich exiils only by fubordination, will of courfebe weak 
and feeble characters. It is true that the molt illimitedobedience did Sparta no harm; 
but the reafon was, becaufe it was not the reigning feature of the people, but only a 
means of feeuring the freedom after which the nation thirfted. The Britilh law's are 
fome of them very fevere, and the difeipline of their navy as ftriQ: as that of the Pruflian 
army ; but as thde feverities do not run through the whole of their government, they 
do not deftroy the feelings of the people. Though no nation has fo much checked the 
power of their kings at different periods as the Britilh has done, yet the hiltory of no 
nation affords more inflances of the devotion of individuals to the lbvereign. The fame 
love which the Englifhman has for liberty extends to the perfon of the prince, when¬ 
ever the prince leaves the conftitution unimpaired and manifefts a love for it.— i he 
upfcot is that the Briton will preferve ftrength of character as long as the conftitution 
of his country Lifts; whereas the fubjefts of defpotic princes will be weak and grovelling 
in fpirit. 

The great, whofe firft paflion is the love of power, will of courfe confider ftrength ryf 
character in their fubjefts or dependants, as a natural enemy whom they muft feek to 
fnbdue. Confequently their objeft will be to make the ftate to which they belong a ma¬ 
chine in the drifted fenfe of the word, a machine of which their will is to be the only 
foul. Such machines at this day are even armies become,, and it is a true remark, made 
by feveral writers both of thefe and other great machines of ftate, that the weaker every 
individual member is, the more durable and the ftronger the whole will be. I know it, I 
eonfefs it; all E defire is not to be the member of fuch a corps. The government of 
this place endeavours to make fome amends for the univerfal lubjeftion under which the 
people are held, by a moft exaft adminiftration of jriftiee, by taking mealures for uni¬ 
verfal fecyrity, and by the free admiflion and encouragement of every pleafure (the fin- 
gle dfie of lawlels love alone excepted) that can delight the human mind. vVhilft in 
France a country gentleman may be thrown in prifon by a governor of a province, arid 
continue there all his life, the loweft footman here is allured of having the drift ell jul- 
Tice done him, if he hasoccafion to complain of his lord, even though he were the lord 
high chamberlain. The police is fo vigilant and acute, that the moft fubtle thefts are 
commonly difeovered, and the owner gets his goods a«ain. Almoft all the Imperial 
jhoufes and gardens are almoft coullantly open to the public. The players are under tne 
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peculiar protection of a court, who thews in every thing, that the redraiut it lays the 
people under arifes more from principle than the defire of tyrannizing over them- And 
yet, notwithftanding all this pleafure, and all this fecurity, I hail rather be expofed to a 
London footpad, or have the bottles and glades whittle round my head on the lafl night 
n - Vauxball, than enjoy all the placid tranquillity of this place. Thefe laflTare diforders 
indeed, but they are diforders which are infeparable from a tyrong national character, 
luch as is that of the people by whom they are committed. 


LETTER XXII. 

Vienna. 

AS foon as the Emperor governs this country alone, a revolution will take place here, 
■that will render the prefent inhabitants a phenomenon to the next generation. He is 
a philofopher in the true fenfe of the word, although he does not, like Rodolph the 
Second, gaze at the ftars with Tycho Brahe. Pie loves mankind, and is acquainted 
with their value. 1 know no public infcriptipn that does a prince more honour, thati 
'that which is over the gate of the public garden here. “ A place of pleafure for all men, 
prepared for them by their friend." Jofeph is a profcfFed admirer of ali that is called 
private virtue (la vert us bourgeoises'), and his principles of government are as republican 
as thofe of mod of the dates who at this day call tbemfelves republics* Hitherto, how¬ 
ever, the different way of-thinking of his mother has prevented much of his theory from 
-being carried into practice. 

The bright fides of this Emprefs’s character are fo ftriking, that one can hardly ob¬ 
serve the darker ones. In private life, indeed, fuch fmall (pots would appear not only 
venial, but in fume degree refpeotable ; but it is the misfortune of gfeatnefs, that the 
■finalleft weaknefs of the governor has often a fenfible influence on the happinefsof the 
■governed, fo that the lead perfonal vices are often the greated political defeats. 

Whoever fees the Emprefs now, dilcovers that flie has been a beauty. Within thefe 
few years (he has begun to be fubjeft to fome of the infirmities of advancing age; but 
the bed judges dill difeern a ftrong condtuition and lively temperament in her. I faw 
her for the firft time in the church of the Augudine Friars, where (he was attending a 
religious ceremony, and immediately recognized her, not fo much by her likenefs to her 
.pictures (from the truth of which age has of courfe taken a great deal,) as by the air of 
inajedy which ftrikes every one who has the honour to approach her. She has the 
ftrongeft pafiions, but has never been lubdued to the lead unworthinefs, by thofe to 
which nature in general the mod incline’s, and which her conditution the more particu¬ 
larly expoles her to. Pofjibly file is an only , mofl certainly a fingular in dance of a prin- 
tefs, over whom religion and honour have had more influence than the demands of an 
impetuous conditution, and the allurements of unlimited power. This probably arofe 
■from her having herfelf chofen her huiband, who was the man of his day mod likely 
to fecure the affections of a woman. To him die was paffionateJy devoted; but her af¬ 
fections never wandered a dep beyond the bounds of the drifted decorum. Vainly has 
fcandal endeavoured to find out anecdotes to feed on in her life. Ten well made ftrong 
children yet living are fo many witneffes that her hufband podeffed all her love. At his 
death, (he forbad herfelf all farther thoughts of the palfion, and made a vow to lament 
him for ever; a vow to which (he has religiouOy adhered. She is always drelfed in 
■black, and wears no ornament of any kind. Who, that is acquainted with the hiftory 
of Elifabeth, K——, and fo many other fovereigns, can help being aftoniihed when they 
read this-? 
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Her warm Jove, however, made her hufband pafs many a weary hour. It was im- 
poflible or jealoufy not to have great power over a heart, the violence of whofe motions 
was only kept in by a fenfe of religion. It is not very certain whether flie had ever real 
grounds for fufpicion; but every body at Vienna remembers that a certain lady was- 
obliged to leave it, becaufe the Emperor, who was very courteous towards every bodv, 
but particularly fo to the ladies, had made her fome common place, unmeaning com¬ 
pliments. 

1 he Emprefs’s benevolence, of which religion is the principle, approaches almoft to 
profuiion. She refufes relief to nonecf thole who (land in need of-her abidance; and 
the meaneft of her fubje&s finds the way to make his didrefies known to her. Her 
fteward has hardly any thing to lay before her, but accounts of charities. Her liberality 
particularly (hews itfelf towards widows, efpecially fuch as are of high birth. Many 
perfons, among ft whom are widows of minibers oi date, receive penlions of 6000 guil— 
deis ( 3 oc> J*) from her. Her partiality fo high birtli makes her defirous that every per- 
Ion fliould live up to hisor her rank. With refpefl ro the public foundations of charity, 
fhe behaves as an Emprefs fhould do. Ihe library, ichools, hofpitals, and poor-houfes, 
cod her immenfe fums. I am affured, that the debts fhe has contra fled by this liberality 
amount to upwards of twenty millions of guilders; and one of my friends informed me, 
that flie gives away three millions per annum in private charity. 

Who now would imagine that, under fo worthy a character, merit often darves, whilfb 
large fums are lavifhed upon the worthlefs? Who would imagine, that the prejudices 
of religion could have fo far gotten the better of her natural difpofition, as to make her 
refufe addling an officer who had been crippled in her fervice, unlefs he embraced the 
Roman Catholic religion ? After feveral converfations with the pried fcnt to him by the ■ 
Emprefs, this gentleman plainly perceived that he mud turn fcoundrel, to be relieved.. 
He determined therefore to quit Vienna; which he did, and went to Holland, where be 
died a general officer. Since the prei'ent Emperor has begun to have any influence in 
bufinefs, merit has no longer any fucli opprellion to fear, but it mud dill make ufe of 
all its weight to break through this fpecies of obdacles, which however at all times are 
more the work of the prieds than of the Emprefs. 

Eler impetuous temper often breaks out into grofs gufis of paflion and anger; but as 
foon as the dorm is pad, flie endeavours to make amends for the mifehief or injury flie 
may have done vvhilfl it raged. I was told an anecdote, which if not entirely true, yet 
gives a great infight into this part of her character. An officer, who had a favour to 
afk, had his name written down m the lid of thofe who wanted audiences. He waited 
a long time, till his turn (which is religioufly obferved) came to be introduced.. At 
length he was called in, blit he had hardly made his obedience to the.Emprefs,-according 
to the Spanifh etiquette, when fhe broke out into fuch a dorm of opprobious abufe, as 
almod made him fink to the ground. Her vivacity made her eyes roll with fire, and 
the motion of her arms was rendered fo quick by it, that the man was afraid flie might 
do a little execution upon him, with her own high hand. Twice or thrice he attempted 
to put in a.word, but the dorm of the monarch’s indignation was too flrong to be con¬ 
trolled, and he was forced to wait till flie was fairly out of breath, lie then muftcred 
up all his courage and faid, « Surely Your Majefiy mud have forgotten 1 am N. N.” 
As foon as fhe found that fhe had been mi (taken in the perfon, flie made him a formal 
excufe, and her defire to fet all things right again carried her fo far another way, that 
me iettled an handfome penfion on him. She is by no means proof againft pride, but 
is pioud Oi the dignity and the greatnefs oi her houfe. She weeps tears of joy as often 
as me hears how her children, particularly the Emperor and the Queen of France are 
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beloved by alt the world- This family pride, joined to her quick feelings, are the canfc 
why file confiders all the princes who have been at war with her at any time, as her per- 
fonal enemies, and has never forgiven any of them- The Emperor’s lafl wife, who was 
a Bavarian princefs, had caufe to regret her father's having attempted to rob the Em- 
prefs of Bohemia, Upper Auftria, and the Imperial Grown, She made her feel the 
fuperiority of the Houfe of Auftria* over the Houfe oF Bavaria- Thus far is true, but 
the fables which have been raifed on this foundation are too wild even to deferve a feri- 
ous refutation. 

Fame has not reported falfely of this great princefs. She is a true woman, and it is 
bv the amiable paflions of her own fex that fhe is rabft diftingnifhed, She was not at 
all offended at being told by the relation of another great fovereign, whom (lie was com¬ 
plimenting on the reputation of his friend, 44 May it pleafe Your Majefty, mv filler is flill 
only a woma7L ” All the tints in Therefa’s chara£ter are the fbades of a lively female 
charafter. She was the truefl, but the mofl jealous of wives \ the molt afledlionate, 
but at the fame time the fevereft of mothers; the moft friendly, but at the fame time 
the mod imperious mother-in-law. 

Her charafler, however, has feme times rifen beyond the ftrength of a man. The 
refolution with which flic defended her hereditary dominions agatnilfb many powers united 
to opprefs her, excited the aflonifhment of all Europe, Her love o i jullice is fo great, 
that file immediately defifts from any pretenfions fhe has formed, which are not recon- 
cileable with it, when file is fhewn that they are not fo. Though the King of Pruflia 
knows that fhe bears him a grudge, (which fhe will carry with her to her grave,) he is fo 
fatisfied of the general rectitude of her principles, that whenever they have a difpute, 
his only care is to have his reafons properly Hated to the Emprels herf If, by his ambaf- 
iador. The nobility of Genoa, as I was informed by an officer who took a great part in 
the revolution of 1746, exclaimed with one voice, 44 O, if it were poffible to bring our 
grievances before the Em prefs herfelf, w r e fliould be fore of obtaining relief,” I he cry 
uf thefe Republicans at the time when they were moil forely oppreffed by Aufirian ar¬ 
mies, was the fmeft praife that Therein could have heard,—but file heard it not. 

A mid 11 the various fpecies of knowledge fhe pofTefles, there is one which unluckily 
fails her, the knowledge of mankind. According to the cuftoin of her houfe, (he was 
bred up in an elevation which has not allowed of her feeing with her own eyes the necef- 
fities of ordinary life, and the true interefls of the people fhe reigns over. Her whole 
education was fo conducted as to make her the dupe of flatterers, who made her believe 
that nobles and priefls were a fuperior order of men to laymen and common people. 
Priefls and flatterers have at times betrayed her into actions which her heart would 
Ihudder at, if fhe could fee them in their right light, A11 inftance of this was given 
feme years ago, when, in an infurreaion of the Bohemian peafants, the Emperor en¬ 
deavoured to°obtain the abolition of the feudal tenures. This he did becaufe he knew 
the true fituation of thefe poor flaves, who did not themfelves know what they defired, 
but were only driven to what they did by hunger. There was indeed little to fay to 
iheir charge befides having hunted feme barons out of bed ; but fhe wives of the Bo¬ 
hemian nobles fo far prevailed upon the Emprefs with their tears, that foldiers wt\te 
into the country, and many poor people were hanged as traitors, who were in fad only 
the victims of hunger. As this happened in the memorable year of fcareity over all 
Europe when Bohemia, not wit h (landing the natural riches of its agriculture, was re¬ 
duced to the greateft neceffity, and as the Emperor well knew that the principal cauie of 
it was owing to the avarice of the great landlords, particularly of the pnefts, he endea¬ 
voured to take off the fervkudeof the lower orders ; but his mother's attachment to the 
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nobility prevented a meafure, which would have made a country fo favoured by nature 
as Bohemia is, one of the molt flourilhing in the world. The Einprefs made it a mat¬ 
ter of conference to deprive a fmall part of her fubjefts of the lead part of their income 
by fuch a meafure, but never bethought herfelf, that the nobility and priefts confumed 
j n idlenefs the fweat and blood of fo many thoufand people. 

A defpotic prince, who has not a fufficient knowledge of the world, to fee through 
the people who furround him, is the moll dependant man in his countiy. Not with- 
Handing all her attention to fo many various matters, and notwithftanding all her power, 
the good Eraprefs cannot prevent herfelf from being cheated by all who approach her. 
She imagines that Ihe prevents every fin by her eftablifliments of chaftity, and does not 
know how many adultereffes Ihe makes by them. She would indeed be aftoniffied, if ihe 
could fee only a part of the horns, which the men of this place carry about with them 
under their peruques. It is raid, that the Emprefs infills upon the young women, par¬ 
ticularly thofe who are brought up in the Therefianum, tying their hair &c. in a parti¬ 
cular manner; but notwithftanding thefe ribbands of chaftity, I have been allured by a 
countefs, who was brought up in this feminary, that groffer vices prevailed there, than 
any againft which the commiftion of chaftity is directed. I know a woman, who in or¬ 
der to get herfelf, and her handfome daughter a maintenance, procured the latter an 
engagement upon a fmall theatre, which hardly brings her in enough to buy pins for 
her hair. We know that at Paris the theatre is more a title to a maintenance than a 
maintenance of itfelf; but there is this difference betwixt the countries, here the mother 
carries her cheap daughter from a rehearfal to church, where both tell their beads with 
down-call eyes, and the moll pious looks, in order to bring themfeives into a reputation 
of fan&ity with the police. By this means, perfons who love their pleafures, and yet 
wifli to be well with the Emprefs, know no better way of comparing both thefe objects, 
than by vifiting the churches. Another inftance of hypocrify. There is a well-known 
man of letters here, who tranjlated a prayer-book from the French and dedicated it to the 
Emprefs as an original compofition, with a view of obtaining a place, together with the 
prefent cuftoraaryupon thofe occafions. The plan fucceeded; the Emprefs confidered 
him as a pious man, and he had a reward; but he was fo loft to lhatne, as to make 
fport of the good woman’s credulity in the circle of his friends. The fame thing takes 
place with regard to the prohibition of books. The queen would fink to the ground, 
if Hie could fee one of the thoufand private libraries in Vienna, which contain all the 
heretical, and all the fcandalous writers which Ihe conceives her college of cenfure, and 
her Index Expurgatorius, which is thicker than that of Rome, to have banifhed from the 
country for ever. So it is with feveral of her other inftitudons, the inefficacy of which 
Ihews they are fit for nothing but to make hypocrites. 

LETTER XX.III 

Vienna . 

In order to have any idea of the government of this place, it is neceffary to attend to 
the three contending parties of the ftate. The firft and ftrongeft is that of the Em- 
prefi; it confills of the great perfonage herfelf. Cardinal Migazzi the archbilhop, fome 
monks, principally capuchines, and a few old ladies who make their court to the Em¬ 
prefs by imitating her peculiarities. This party is always pregnant with commiffions of 
chaftity, prohibition of books, driving away dangerous preachers and profeftors, increaf- 
ing the papal power, and perfecuting the new philofophy. Great part of the old no- 
vol. vi. fit bility, 
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bility, whofe prerogatives Hand upon the lame ground” as thofe of the priefthood, adhere 
very ftrongly to this party. 

The fecond party is that of the Emperor, and it is at perpetual war with the former. 
This party employs itlelf in the improvement of legiflarion, and the promotion of agri¬ 
culture, trade, and induftry of all kinds; in the extenfion of philofaphy and tafle; in. 
curtailing the exorbitant pretenftons of the nobles; in the proteCUon of the lower 
claffes again!! the higher,—and in whatever can make gods of men. One of the prmci- 
pal perlonsof this party is Marfhal Lacy, who carries on a molt unremitting war again ft 
the monks, and their adherents. T his able general atts here jufl: as he did when he 
was opponent to the King of Pruflia; and the Emperor and he are always occupied in. 
planning zig-zag-marches, and counter-marches, and retreats; fo that General Migazzi, 
and his brown, black, white, half-black, half-white troops are often obliged to go into 
winter quarters, without having effected any llaughter at all. Thefe two parties, who 
are open enemies, have however fome intercourse with each other through the medium, 
of a third, at the head of which is the celebrated Count Kaunitz. 

Count Kaunitz, the greateff ftatelinan of our day, and a man who, by great fervices 
to the imperial houfe, has worked himfelf into the confidence both of the Emprefs and. 
her fon, is worthy to be the mediator between them. In his heart he is more favourable 
to the Emperor’s party, than to that of his mother; but he is obliged to appear a kind of 
middle-man, and to give his own philofophica! operations that kind of religious calt 
without which they would not go down. He often covers the marches of the Emperor 
and his great field-marfhal, by which means, as alert as Migazzi is, he is often forced 
to capitulate before he knows that the enemy is in the field. Kaunitz diftinguiihes him-, 
felf by.his ftyle of living, and mode of expence. Thefe are entirely French, and moil; 
magnificent. As nothing can be more contrary to the Emperor’s rigid oeconomy, than 
fuch a way of life ; it is not certain but that the Count, though nothing can (hake him, 
his merits are fo well known, may upon a change be obliged to an alteration in this 
refpeCt, which his age, and the habits he has contracted, would make unpieafing to 
him. 

What with the erection of new fchools, and the care to prevent the ereCUon of new 
chillers, the battles about new books, and the recommendations to civil and military 
employments, all the three parties have fulficiently to do. The Ialt point, efpecially, 
gives them conftant work. There is hardly an employment vacant, but the Emprefs is 
wearied with recommendations from her ladies and priefls; and the Emperor, whofe 
candidate is commonly the man of moll merit, is almoft always fore to come too late. 
There are a great number of finecure offices in the country, but many counfellors and 
affeifors have either nothing to do, or put in deputies to do their bufinefs for a very little 
money. The luxury in which thefe people live is beyond conception. His Honour (for 
every petty-fogging judge of the court of confidence is bis honour ) muff have his gentle¬ 
man ; and her honour , the wife, mult have her waiting lady—nor is it as it is with Us, 
where between the gentleman and the footman there are no intermediate ranks: here 
there mull be a maitre dd hotel and a fecretary; and as his honour has great bufinefs every 
where but in his own court, he mull likewife have his coach. In a word, there is not a 
court in Europe, except theTurkifh, which pays its fervants of the fecond order fo well 
as this does, and yet is fo ill fervecl by them. 

For feveral years the Emprefs has given up the direction of the army entirely to her 
for, and one fees immediately, from the very different ftyle of arrangement which pre¬ 
vails here from that which obtains in the civil and ecclefiaflical departments, by whom 
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h is governed. Though the peafantry of the Auftrian dominions have always been 
foldiers; [he finances of the court were in fuch diforder, till the times of the laft Empe¬ 
ror, that the Dutch and Englilh were always forced to pay fublidies. The Emperor 
Erancis laid the foundation of the greatnefsof the country ; but that it is becoming every 
day more and more formidable, is owing to one man, who unites in his perfon, not 
only the intelleft neceffary to carry on the greateft enterprizes, but alfo the greateft 
knowledge of difcipline, and the oeconomical arrangements of an army; 1 mean General 
Lacv, without a doubt one of the greateft geniufes of the prefent century. How little, 
indeed, do feme of the greateft wits of the age appear in comparifon of a man who goes 
into the cabinet to plan arrangements again ft the united powers of all Europe—then 
runs through an army of 250,000 men, fo as to pay attention to the finalleft article of 
the foldiers clothingat one inftant, with the iiappieft combination of ideas and con¬ 
jecture of probabilities, lays plans of marches and lieges,—the next writes to the taylor 
and fhoemaker of the army to give the clothes a better cut, and the fhoes a better flit; 

_Then entertains himfelf with the Emperor in laying plans for the better adminiftralion 

of juftice, and the greater concerns of the ftate;—then lays himfelf out to endeavour to 
Amplify the moll trifling military manoeuvre ; then walks through the llore-houfes, and 
gives orders for the better arrangement of the ftores; and in the next half hour mora¬ 
lizes in the Socratic maimer upon any event that happens. In a word, if the power of 
carrying on feveral ufeful purfuits well at one and the fame time is to mark the charafter 
of a mail, there are few to be compared with the field-marfhall. Indeed, whoever knows 
at all what knowledge of the infantry, cavalry, and artillery of an army is requifite to 
let thefe great mattes in motion, will wonder how the head that can do this can attend 
to the buttons of a foldier’s fpatterdaflies. And yet, would you think it! with all this, 
and a great deal more merit in a tbonfand difrerent ways, this great man M blulh for 
humanity whillt 1 write it!) is univerfally hated, not only bv all the people of falhion, 
but by the army whofe father he is! The reafon is a very evident one; before his time 
every captain had an opportunity of cheating his fovereign, by furnifhing the foldiers of 
his company with every article of clothing, and thofe of a higher rank had’a fellow feel¬ 
ing with the pay matter, and divided the contents of the military cheft between them. 
That is now all at an end; the foldieris fupplied out of the Emperor's warehoufes with 
every poilible article for which he can have occaiion, and he receives his pay the mo¬ 
ment it is due ; he is better clothed than any foldier in Europe, and accuftomed to a 
thrift which cannot but contribute to the increafe both of his health and ftrength. All 
the Marihal reaps in return for this is to be laughed at and ddpifed. The monks, who 
know that he is not their friend, do all they can to make him unpopular; but he is wife 
enough to laugh at all they can do, and even to amufe himfelf with the thoughts of doing 
eood for which he receives no thanks. 

VJ f ol . t h e black band under Migazzi, it is divided into two parties. One of thefe 
thinks with the Cardinal, i. e, true'Sellannine like, and never miffes an opportunity of 
introducing an ex-jefuit, when it is poflible. This, however, is the finallelt in number; 
nor can Migazzi now and then prevent a wolf from being flmt up with his flieep; there 
are even feme bithops .who only wait the Emperor’s permiffion to fall to and level his 
hierarchy with the ground. In the mean time, however, the Cardinal does what he can 
to keep the public fehools and churches free from the infection. A few years ago, a 
monk'took it into his head to preach that, “ Priefts owe the fame fubjeftion to the civil 
power as the loweft of its fubjeGs—as they enjoy the fame proteffion and prerogatives 
as thefe, they are bound in the fame manner to take upon them the offices of the ftate. 
The church, partly from its own ufurpations, partly from the weaknefs of temporal 
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fovereigns, has rifen, in times of darknefs, to a height where the firft Chriftians would 
rot know it again. Every prince is obliged to promote the good of the church as far as 
it coincides with the good of the date, &c. &c.” The Cardinal, who in general does 
r.ot like fermons, immediately marked his prey. The Emperor at firft took the monk’s 
part with great fpirit; this made the cunning Archbifliop hold his hand; but as foon as 
. kinperor had fet out on his travels, the monk was immediately fcized and fent pri- 
icner to a convent in Upper Auftria, where he ftill remains, whilft the Emperor has 
nt thing tor it, but to fet down thefe and many other traits of the fame kind in the book 
of h s remembrance. 

The great triumph of the archiepifcopal party thews ltfelf in the licenting of bookr- 
Nothing can be Well conceived more grievous than the fituation of the licenfers of the 
pi efs, many of whom are very fenfible worthy men. They are often forced to alter 
almoft the whole of a MS. and after all remain anfwerable for whatever an old court 
lady, a monk, a fool, or a knave, may fee obnoxious in it when it comes out; but their 
hardeft work is to manage what is publithed with regard to the country ; for one grand 
principle obtains here, which is, that nothing which is Andrian can be bad. What 
the ftate ofJherature is under all thefe difcouragements, fiiali be the fubject of my next 
letter. - , .. 

LETTER XXIV. 

Vienna. 

TILE powers of the foul are like the powers of the body; as the various exeVcifes of 
fwimming, boxing, dancing, and running give ftrength and polilh to the one, which a ' 
continued Hate of reft would inevitably deprive it of, fo to develope the powers of the 
foul of a people, the mind muft have its gymnaftioexercifes too. Freedom of motion 
is to the body, what freedom of thought is to the foul, and unnatural compullion ren¬ 
ders body and foul alike torpid and ftiff. 

Of all the nations mentioned in hiftory, the Greeks and Romans were thofe whofe 
philofophy was the lead united with their religion; and it was probably owing to this 
caufe, that their fpirits received an impulfe which the Egyptians, Babylonians, and ChaL 
dasans never knew. Philofophy, arid whatever-was called fcience among thefe lad, were 
thefpecial property of the priefts, whofe intereft demanded that they fliould be fmothered 
in hieroglyphics, and kept from the people. The little that fome learned Greeks gleaned 
from their voyages to the Nile and Euphrates, were not the productions of a fruitful 
genius; but only tedious invefligations, which the flow amd progreflive labours of 
monks had traced out. Their celebrated philofophy did nothing for the people;, it had 
nothing benevolent in it; nothing that purified tafte or fentiment; nothing that ex¬ 
tended the comforts of focial life, or advanced the progrels of legiflation. It was the 
-.dry refult of 1'olitary ftudies, and the people who could not underftand its drift, took no 
ffcare in it. 

When more modern Rome wove the web of power, and endeavoured to gain the 
maftery over mankind by commanding their opinions, it was natural that all the arts 
and fciences fhould be fubje&ed to religion. The figure of the earth, the /pots of the 
fun, and the whole of the Copernican fyftem were to be reconciled to the letter of fcrip- 
ture, the fathers, the councils, and the papal bulls. Every thing was referred to re- 
ligion; and had not the Pope endeavoured to fubjed the power of princes to it, we 
fhould ftill have been in the darknefs of the eleventh century. 

Long after the reformation, the cuftom of looking upon every thing with religious 
fpe&acies ftill.continued. The proteftant priefts could not forego the old cuftom of 
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being the arbiters of morality. It is true, that by the reparation they undermined 
their own power; hut they did it by degrees, and without being confcious of the con- 
fequences. Though Luther permitted the temporal princes to feize the tdates of the 
ecciefiafiics, it is evident from his writings, that as a reformer of the church he placed 
himfelf far above all the powers of this world. Calvin’s inlolence and fpirit of op- 
preffion in religious matters is well known. Their followers long maintained their 
nfurped domination over the temporal powers, and the regions of fcience. Some of 
them are dill in pofleflion of it at this day. We mud do our author the juftice to ac¬ 
knowledge, that it is the firft fince the times of the Greeks and the Romans, in which 
true freedom of thought, and a philofophy really beneficial to mankind, has appeared. 

No doubt but the Englilh have greatly taken the lead in thefe matters. That they 
did fo, was owing to the fpirit of their conftitution in fome degree ; but dill more to 
the edablidied toleration of fo many fedaries, who not being united to each other, 
could eftablHh no general plan of tyranny over the opinions of their fellow creatures. 
It was natural for the Englifh, divided as they are into fo many feds, who enjoy ahnod 
the fame privileges in the (late, by degrees to confider legiflation, fcience, and whatever 
elfe belongs to fecial life, as independent of religion ; whild, on the other hand, the 
Swcdifli and Danifh prieds, as well as thofe of fome proteftant republics, would con¬ 
tinue to exercife their empire over all worldly concerns. The fpirit of the Englilh- 
man, fettered by no redraints, took the eagle flight- that carried it beyond the rival 
nations. Their philofophers allowed themfelves to wander through very contradictory 
fpeculations. They had their Cynics, their Pythagoreans, their Platonifls, their Epi¬ 
cureans, and many others; but they were, like the ancients, all of a mind about the 
effential duties of man : and the difference of their fpeculations only fet their oppofition 
in a clearer light. Even in the fciences of calculation, they fhewed the energy of a 
genius, that was accudomed to allow itfelf to expatiate freely in the various fields of 
fcience. It is true that they often gave into the mod ridiculous hypothefis, and the 
mod puerile fuperftition; but thefe excrefcences of the freedom of thought are as in- 
feparable from it, as other excrefcences are from civil freedom ; nor can you prevent 
all abufes, without taking away the thing itfelf that is abufed. 

All I fliall fay of our own country, is, that the freedom of thought is much lefs 
limited in it by government, than it* is in feveral countries which call themfelves free, 
much lefs fo as to religious matters, than in many protedant countries. I mu ft now re¬ 
turn to Vienna, from whence I have taken a pretty long excurfion. 

1 had heard fo much, throughout my journey hither from the Rhine, of the date 
of the fchools in Auftria, and of the great care the Emprefs took in the education of 
her fubje&s, and far the improvement of arts and fciences, that I thought of nothing 
all the way but finding Vienna a German Athens. It was probably owing to thefe 
over great expectations that I was fo much difappointed. The Ichools for the young 
children are, of all the public in dilutions, for the beft, though many things are taught, 
even here, which can be of no fervice in life,-and only ferve to make young pedants, 
and charlatans. Religion and morals are taught them in a way that can neither warm the 
heart nor enlighten the head, nor is fuffieient care taken of the morals. Thefe defofts 
are, howeverin fome meafure fupplied, by the infight given into commerce, naviga¬ 
tion, agriculture, &c. And it mull be confeffed, that thefe fchools are the only ones 
I have hitherto feen in the catholic dates in Germany, in which the children are more 
taught to be good citizens than good monks. Still, however, the two predomihant 
features of this ttate, blind fubordination, and a regard for monks,, are very prevalent, 
here. JBut yet 1 cannot conceive bow lo many families dill prefer to truU their, chil¬ 
dren. 
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cl ren lo the private education of French women ; (who are'commonly caff-off (trumpets, 
or fooliili chambermaids, who prefer being governeffes here, to making fires, and 
v,arming beds in France;) or how fuch fwarms of French and Italian abbes are (till 
allowed to educate the young men. It mull be allowed, indeed, of the fchoojs, 
that, as they are Hill new mffitutions, in which there obtains no thorough well-digcffed 
fyffem, and as there are frequently changes made in them, they have not yet had any 
very fenfible effect upon the public manners; but it is probable that the next genera¬ 
tion will find the advantage of them. 

I attended the fcveral courfes read by the public profeffors. It is certain that the 
cxpence of thefe mult be very great to the Emprefs. Not only the courfes ufually 
read elfewherc are free here, but they read upon fcveral lubjects which you mutt' pay 
a very high price for with us. Such are the living languages, the fciences of politics, 
<vc. There prevails, however. Hill a kind of barbarity, which makes one lament the 
great expence the fovereign is at. Mr. Pilari, the editor of Voyages en different Pays dc 
P Europe, from 1774 to 1776) lays, he has heard it maintained in an Auftrian univer¬ 
sity, “ that all the property of the fubjeCt belongs to the fovereign.” I cannot fay 
quite fo much; but I believe that no reader on the law of nature here, would dare 
to aflert that the fovereign has duties to fulfil towards his fubjects, as well as the fub- 
jecis towards him. 1 was allured that the finding this propofition, in the fyllabus of a 
JJenedicline of Saklhurg, had gireit fuch offence to one of the licenfers of the prefs, 
that the perfon who had the book was defired to fend it out of the country. The 
Koman law too, with all its numerous train, of comments and paraphrafes, fo far re¬ 
mote from our pvefent conftitution aqd manners, (till fupports itfelf in this famous 
univerfity, and muff make the candidates for the profefiional chair pedants and falfe 
reafoners. As to the jus publicum, thofe who have happened to hear lectures read 
upon it here, and at Strafburgh, would not believe it to be the law of the fame em¬ 
pire. At Straffiurgh, Germany is confidered as a republic, in which the Emperor 
only occupies the place of a confid, ,or dictator; whereas here he is confidered as a 
moft abfolute monarch. Our own theology is fuffidently barbarous; but here I have 
heard them read for an hour together, de immaculata conceptions Maria. Another time 
I heard a fubtile doctor making very ferious enquiry whether, foppofing any man to 
have bad exiftence before Adani, he would have been tainted with original fin ! As 
to Chriftian ethics, they are (till taken from Bujenbaun , Foil, and their fellows. I 
have heard fuch lafcivious deferiptions in the public fchoolsas, had they been found in 
u. profane book, would unavoidably have placed it in the index of prohibited books. 
It is true indeed that Bufenbaun, in his Morality for the Stc=iva, has declared that it is 
right to read plainly upon morality, even though it mould excite finful affe&ions in 
the fcholars, and even though thofe affections fiiould break out into fmful actions. 
For he fays, “ it will do the more good at confeffion.” As to their metaphyfics, they 
are the very quinteifence of pedantry and noufenfe. Though I was not furprifed to bear a 
a learned profeffpr demonfirate, that two fingle fubftances could not kils and embrace 
eacli other, and that it was not iinpoffible but that one and the fame thing fiiould ex- 
iff in the fame inffant a thoufand times in different places;. I could not well conceive 
w hat my learned man meant to do with this laff propofition, which I remembered to 
have feen in a metaphyfical book, till at length it (truck me, that it was intended to 
make the people underhand ho\y the body of Chrift might be in every confecrated hoff 
from Canton to Berlin at the fame inffant; for every thing here has a reference to re- 
li-rion. What amazed me moff, however, in my metaphyfician, was the feeming ex- 
■ ent of his erudition. There was not a metaphyfician from the Ethiopian Trogfodite to 
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Mm Jama, whole works he did not feein to have read through; lie quoted from 
every language that ever exilled, and in the courlt.- of half an hour confuted at lead fix 
antagonists. He amufed me, in fliort, fo much, that I could not help going often to 
hear° and get what I could out of him. At length I borrowed of a ftudent, who was 
in the fame houl'e with me, the metaphyfical lefture book he read from, which was 
written by the Jefuit Storchenaw. At fir ft fight you would imagine that this Jefuit had 
found out the fecret of making raetaphyfics overturn all poflible knowledge. Not only 
all the old fefts, fuch as the Pythagorean, Platonicians,. and Epicureans, but like wife 
all the fathers of the church were here collefted together. Next to thefe, you find 
all .hat has been written in the middle or latter centuries, by Machiuvel, Hobbes,, 
Spenfer, Defcartes, Mallebranche, Bayle, Leibnitz, Locke, Voltaire, Rouffeau, Bo- 
lingbroke, Hume, Helvetius, the author of the Syfteme de la Nature , and a thoufand 
other writers, who certainly never dreamed of being confuted thus in a lump, by a 
jefuit of the univerfity of Vienna. The ftudent, of whom I borrowed the book, 
conceived himfelf to be poffefied of the kernel of all thefe writers, nor had he the leak 
doubt himfelf to be able to overturn all the fine fophiftry of Bayle and Spinofa, with 
two leaves of his book. You may fuppofe I was eager to be acquainted with a man 
who knew fo much. But how furprifed was I, when a friend of his affured me he 
had never read a line either of Bayle, Machiavel, Voltaire, or many other writers 
whom he had confuted ! He himfelf had once lent him three quarto volumes only for 
one fingle evening, and in a few days after found them anfwered in a differtation. 

The beft leftures are, without a doubt, thofe given on phyfic. Van Swieten has 
done what was to be expefted from him in this branch. The profeffors affeft to be of 
no feft either paft or prefent, but accuftom their fcholars to abufe Hippocrates, Galen, 
Boerhaave, &c. and to truft only to themfelves. Except Storck, However, who is 
phyfician to the Emperor, there are hardly three good phyficians here. Yet the me¬ 
thod of learning praftice is a good one. Every candidate for a degree has a certain fet 
of patients in the hofpital. Thefe he vifits and preferibes for, and then writes down 
the fymptoms of their difeafe, together with his rcafons for giving the drugs lie orders. 
The profeffor then comes; looks over the preferiptions, compares them with the Ihte 
of.the patient, and makes his obfervations on them. 

LETTER XXV. 

Vienna, 

VIENNA {warms with literati. When a man aceofts you, whom you do not 
know bv his dirty hands for a painter, fmith, or ihoemaker, or by his livery for a foot* 
man, or by his fine clothes for a man or oniequence, you may be affured that you-fee 
either a man of letters, or a raylor; for between- thefe two cl a fids T have not yet learned 
to diftinguifli. It would be vain for you, however, to alk me the names of thefe great 
men ; for i confefs I know none but the very few who have a real title to that appel- ■ 
lation, fuch as Hell, Martini, Storck, Stephani, Denis, and Sonncrfsls, the only 
philofopher who deferves the name, the only one who unites ufeful knowledge to pa- 
triotifm, tafte, and elegance. As to thofe among the higheft ranks, who either cul¬ 
tivate their knowledge for themfelves, or employ their talents in the fervice of thftr 
country, they would be alhamed of the title ol man of letters, degraded as it now is. 

I happened by chance to take up abqok, written by a profeffor of Lintz; it is called the 
Learned, but for its contents might as well have been called the Unlearned Auftria, as it 
does not give an account of a fingle original work that lias merit, but only mentions about 
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one hundred writers of differtations, bad verfes, ferments, and miferable comedies. 
But the place abounds in fuch authors, whole knowledge of the world does not ex¬ 
ceed that of a common footman. In Paris you would be furprifed to 'but! a man of 
letters not acquainted with the hiftory of his own country, that of Europe, and. fo 
forth. Here it is a prodigy to meet with one who knows any of thefe things. 

Many of the Emperor’s officers, with whom I am acquainted, deft-rve the title of 
learned men much more than the miferable wretches to whom it is given. Befides 
profeffional knowledge, moft of the former poffefs a certain knowledge of the world, 
and the habits of converfaiion ; and I know feveral of them who may be called philo- 
fophers, which is not the cafe with four of the other dais. 

The Italians and French are generally reproached with having worn themfehres out. 
This may be true, but it did not happen before we had produced mailer-pieces in every 
branch of lcience; whereas thefe people, as has indeed been acknowledged by their 
own writers, have gone flmight from barbarity into barrennefs nor has philofophy 
ever had her day here. The reafon of this may be eafily affigned. Hitherto the 
daemon of monkery has held the national fpirit in its claws; and though attempts 
have been made to let it free, the daemon has only allowed it liberty enough to play, 
and has hitherto been both powerful and provident enough to prevent its Have from 
becoming its mailer. It is Jofeph who mull break thefe chains. 

After what I have been telling you of the Hate of things, you will not be furprized 
when you are told that molt of the men of merit here are foreigners. Lacy, Laudohn 
and Wurmfer, in the army, were not bora here; and as to the relt, Storck is a Sua- 
bian ; Denis, the great Auftrian poet, a Bavarian; and Hell, the mathematician, 
a Silefian ; nay, though the higher polls of the Hate are occupied by natives, yet are 
the Emperor’s confidential fecretaries foreigners. What is more, all the new enter¬ 
prises have alfo been fet on foot by foreigners, who have been but indifferently re¬ 
warded. The inventor of that mod ufeful of inflitutions, the penny poll, was obliged 
to run away for debt; a French officer who had been called in to make fome improve¬ 
ments in the artillery, had his work made fo uneafy to him, that he was obliged to 
look for more gratitude at Naples; and an Englilhman who had taught them the art 
of gelding horfes fafely, being paid only in great promifes, and negle&ed when the 
bufinefs was done, was made fo unhappy by it, that he fhot himfelf through the head, 
and left a note upon his table, purporting that he died becaufe he had been led into 
contrafling debts, a thing he was not accuftomed to. This aegledt of merit is not to be 
charged to the court. Thofe who can come into the Prince’s fight are no where more 
fplendidly rewarded than they are here ; but then it mult be confeffed too, that there 
is no place where the minions of a court fo well under Hand the art of keeping ta¬ 
lents out of fight. The Emperor indeed firives to break thefe intrigues as much as 
he can, and to meet merit half way; but it is impoffible for a great monarch to do every 
thing. 

I have little to fay of what concerns the arts, though I faw the academy’s annual ex¬ 
hibition of painting and fculpture. The former confided merely of portraits. In fta- 
tuary there were only two bulls, one of the Emperor, the other of the Emprefs, which 
gave me any pleafurc ; but you know I am no great connoiffeur. The great triumph 
of the arts is the theatre, of which therefore I lhall give you an account in my next 
letter. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

SIX 1 EEN yeais fince, harlequin was the life of every dramatic performance} nvi- 
thing was agreeable but what he did or fiud ; though the critics of the northern parts 
of Germany nave biffed him from their it ages, the multitude here ftiil with for hisTc- 
turn. Wlien harlequin was dffmifTed, attempts began to be made towards forming a 
national theatre; this was done by flow degrees, but it has at length come to con fide rable 
perfection. I have Teen them play the Pere de Fan&tie here nearly as well, I think, as 
it could be acted on a Paris theatre. The company is feleft, but it has the fame faults 
as that of Paris; the faults which every company muft have that is not under ver. 
ftrong government. 

1 was converting fome days ago upon this fubjeft with one of the principal aftors : 
efonn, lays he, £t a kind of parliament among!! ourfelves, and the intendant of 
the court has no more power over us, than the king of Great Britain has over the 
Houfe of Commons.” So much the worfe, thought I; the republican form of go¬ 
vernment, which is always a bad one, muft be particularly fo for a company of players, 
part of whom defire always to be the kings and princes which they are upon the boards, 
•and to hold their comrades in the fame ftate of fubjeftion they do there. 1 

r muft introduce you to the acquaintance of the principal of thefe whigs; they are 
■really worthy to be known to you, for they deferve the refpeft in which they are held, 
and which has gained them admittance to all the beft focieties of the place. 

The elder Stephanie, the manager, is an extraordinary man off the ftage. He has 
lead much, and has a very good heart. He has a great deal of wit, and all the manner 
and polifii of a man of the world. It is a pity that his make is not the beft for the 
theatre; his feet are ugly, and the belly is not quite what it fhould be, to correfpond 
with the upper part of the body. He endeavours as much as he can to conceal this de- 
fed! by artificial poftures, but you fee that his figure hurts him. After Brockman, he 
-is the belt fpeaker on the ftage, but not the moft pleafing, as his voice often wants 
force. His pronunciation is .remarkably good, which he owes to his education in 
Saxony, llis countenance is naturally expreffive, though not fo much fo on the ftage 
as it might be, from the circumftance of his being fair, and not painting fufficicntiy. 
His principal parts are thofe of affectionate fathers. I have no where feen Le Pere de 
FamiUe played better than by him ; but as he is confcious of the imperfections of his 
figure, and has to do with an unmanageable fet, he is often forced to take up with parts 
not made lor him. On this principle I have often feen him play young, lively princes 
with no great credit to himfelf; ftiil, however, there is fenfe in all he does, and he makes 
every thing that can be made of a part. Befides feveral tranflations from the French 
and Englilh, if I miftakenot, he has written feveral original pieces. 

His younger brother is the direft oppofite of him, a rough, ftiff, arrogant man, with 
■the lace of Medufa, and at firft fight he feerns more intended for a corporal of grena¬ 
diers, than for an aftor. He plays the parts of clowns, angry boys, tyrants,, execution¬ 
ers, and the like, which are all fo natural to him, that nobody effe can do them a? well. 
He is ftiil more valuable as a poet than as an after. Notwithftanding all the faults found 
with him, his pieces are reprelented on all the ftages of Germany, even on thofe where 
people exclaim moft loudly againft them: they contain, indeed, a great deal of nature, 
admn able characters, and often very fine, plots. It is a pity that thefe merits are {haded 
by lome imperfections; but the author is not fufficient mafter of his language, and his 
fertility (!or he fells his pieces by the dozens) often compels him to take up with impro- 
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^ al le (lories. II he would but give him Pelf a little more timo to correfl ‘and polilh, he 
rnigi.t pais tor one oi the belt poets ot the time. His Love for the King, founded on 
the hiftory of Charles II. his Dcforteur am Kindejliebc ; his Mekannjcbafo in Bad ; his 
W olfe indes Keerde , and his Unterfohied Bey Dienjibeiuerbungen , though not worked up 
to claflical elegance, befpeak true genius. He is entirely callous to all criticifms, both 
in his ailing and writing; laughs at, or abufes the critics to their faces, or it" needs mud, 
brings them to order with his fills. 

Brockman has been here for fome years; he was known to fame long before, and 
enjoyed the fame reputation at Hamburgh, which Garrick did in England, and Le Kain 
at Paris. It was a great while before they could perfuade him to come to Vienna, 
owing to the fear he had of the republican cabals of this theatre, and his not being upon 
very good terms with his wife, who was engaged here; but at length confiderable offers 
prevailed on him. He is one ot thole players who do not pleafe you molt at firfl fight, 
but improve on you the more you fee them. You muff be accuffomed to fomewhat of 
an unwieldy figure, and fomewhat of a hoarfe voice, before you can value his merits 
as they delerve; but whoever can get over thefe flight defeats is fure to be enraptured 
with his expreflion. Not a lhade of paflion efcapes him. The uncommon eaic of his 
aSion conceals the extraordinary ftudy which he has bellowed on every motion and 
every word. He is conftamly before the looking-glafs, and every thing in him befpeaks 
under Handing, induflry, and practice. His chief part is Hamlet, which, however, the 
republican conllitution of this theatre does not allow him to play, as it is a rule here 
not to take from any man a part which he has once acted, and this part is poffefled by 
Mr. de Lange, a gentleman of whom I (hall fpealc more freely hereafter. Brockman, 
however, is like Garrick, and can play every part, from the fullan to the Have.-—I do 
. not know a greater proof of a thorough knowledge of the world. 

We now come to a man who is truly an unique in his way, I mean Bergopxoomer , one 
of the greateft charlatans , and, at the fame time, one of the greateft workmen in his 
art I have yet feen. He kept a theatrical academy at Prague, where he hit upon the 
Angular devife of making every motion of the hands or rect by letters of the alphabet. 
When he faid A, B, C, D, &c. his fcholars were to tall into the correfponding attitudes. 
He is likewife the author of a very dreadful tragedy, the chief character of which (play¬ 
ed by himfelf) difpatches all the reft, and then difpatches himfelf. Deeds of blood are 
his forte. I faw him play Richard the Third very well. He is flrong, but well made, 
has a wonderful voice, a lively eye, a great deal of expreflion in his countenance, and 
knows how to make good ufe of all thefe advantages. He excels even Brockman in 
art, for he paints his face of all poflible colours, in order to hit the face of the perfon 
he reprefems to the life. He puts on a great deal of falfe hair, which he tears off when 
he is in a paflion, and toffes about the ftage by handfuls. His wounds mull bleed true 
blood: when he is in great paflions he often fpits blood. I faw him throw himfelf on 
the ground in Richard, and grin, and grind his teeth in fuch a manner, as really made 
me Jhudder. With all this, there is an appearance of nature in his expreflion of the 
paflions, that forces an adept in theatrical matters to forget all his trick and grimace. 
His Fay el* furpaffes every thing of the kind I have ever feen. He thoroughly under- 
ftands the advantage an aflor has in ufing a proper climax of voice. In the part of 
Camilla Beta, in Emilia Calotte , he makes the whole pit Ihudder, without any motion 
ol the arms or any alteration of countenance, barely by fpeaking five or fix words. 
Nor does he excel only in the parts of kings and murderers. His Sir John Rejlkfs, in 
All in the Wrong-, is a mafterly performance. You know what a diflic ult part that is. 

* A character in the tragedy of Percy. I 
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it is a pity that he will not play thefe kind of parts oftener. To furn up his character, 
he is a good companion, and, what is more rare to be met with in a player, a man of 
fortune. 

Among ft all the a&ors, there is none who has fo many friends and protestors amongft 
the great people, as Mr. Miller, The man underftands every thing; he makes lotte¬ 
ries at the public affemblies, keeps toy-booths in them for the ladies; has a clever wife 
and handfome daughter, who play upon the harpfiehord in the houfes of the great, and 
he knows how to improve all thefe advantages. His credit is fo good, that he is faid, 
though I believe matters to be a little exaggerated in this refpeft, to have conllantly 
50,00 1 guilders of other people’s money in circulation. He lives like a great man with 
the great. His houfe Hands in one of the belt and nioft expenfive parts of the town. 
He has a fuit of rooms furnifhed with great tafte and magnificence. He hires an elegant 
garden in one of the fuburbs, where, in fummer time, he keeps open table for all the 
world. All the wits of Germany bring him letters of recommendation, and he takes 
them into his houfe. The acquaintances he thereby makes amongft the great perfons 
here, and the learned persons there, fully pay him for his hofpitality. He has alio writ¬ 
ten fome plays, but thefe have not anfwered fo well as his dealings in toys. He is the 
moll infinuating man in the world, and as he endeavours to ferve every one, fo he is 
defirous of being ferved by them. As an aftor, he is intolerably vain. His proper 
parts are thofe of pedants, footmen, and tattlers; but as he does not like to play a 
different part on the Itage from what he plays off it, he will be enacting courtiers and 
petits maitres. 

Mr. Lange, whom I mentioned before, is a handfome man, and has a very good 
voice. His fault confifts in his being a painter- All his attitudes on the theatre are 
academical, and his fliff movements remind us of thofe drawing-fehools in which they 
put the figure in attitudes, in which it is feldom or never feen in nature. He might 
give up his Hamlet to Brockman, and be no lofer; but he has a perverfity about him 
which is a fign of a fmall underflanding. When he is to fpeak a fpeech, which he 
thinks will meet with applaufe, he comes as near to the pit as he can, and often goes 
beyond the fide-boxes. He has too little underflanding to a£t the parts of ordinary life. 
His forte is in heroes of romance, and he excels in Coney, in Fay el. He has no com¬ 
mand of his fine voice, but falls by degrees into finging. He often (trikes his bread 
with bis double fifts. He has many friends, and an amiable wife, who fings very well. 
By means of his friends he often poffeffes hitnfelf of parts to which he has no other pre¬ 
tentions. In line, he is like wife one of the few players who are rich. 

The only actor of the firit ciafs, who remains to be fpoken of, is Mr. Steigentefcb , 
whom I had much rather fee in a room than on the ftage. He is a man of very univer- 
fal knowledge, fpeaks feveral languages, and has a great deal of wit , but his little 
figure, and a confiderable degree of affectation, fpoil his afting, which, however, be- 
fpeaks a great deal of underflanding and knowledge of the world. He plays beaux and 
coxcombs, which as well as lovers are in bad hands.—I fliall fay nothing to you of the 
remainder, as it would make the catalogue too large. 

Madame Sakko has the pre-eminence amongft the ladies. She was formerly Made- 
moifcUc Richard, and was more known to the great world betwixt the Rhine and the 
Elbe, by the charms of her perfon than by her acting. She feemed for a time to have 
loft in love purJuits thofe aftonifhing talents which nature had given her, but they dif- 
covered themfelves by degrees, and fhe has endeavoured to make up for the time loft 
by uncommon ftudy and application. She poffeffes a feeling heart, a Greek profile, a 
fantaitic, or, if I may fo fay, a romantic countenance, eyes full of fire, a very fineper- 
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Jon, and a filver toned voice. Thofe who would be quite melted, mud fee her in the 
part of Gabrlelle de Vcrps. For the firfl: time in my life in a theatre, I felt tears fall from 
my eyes. Tragedy, however, is not her foie forte ; fhe plays the parts of fine ladies, mar- 
chioneffes, and devotees, with the fame felicity. Site has a thorough knowledge of the 
world, and all the doors of this place, thofe of the imperial cabinet itfelf not excepted, 
are open to her. She is fuch a miftrefs of her motions, that a friend of mine compared 
her to an in ft run tent which plays treble and bale at the fame time. Indeed, all the mo¬ 
tions of her mouth, eyes, arms, and body, are in fuch thorough unifon with, and fet off 
each other fo well, that I do not know to what flic can better be compared than to an in- 
ttrument of this fort. There are not three aftreflesin the world to be compared to her; 
and file is worthy to be, as fhe is, the goddefs of the public’s idolatry. Still, however,, 
fhe was forced to wait fome time before the public law her merit. Her attion, like 
Brockman* f, does not pleafe at fir ft fight, as that of Bergopxoomcr and Lange does. This- 
is common to all that is very fine ; you muff examine and compare the parts, before you 
can be ftruck with the beauty and fymmetry of fhe whole. 

Mademoifelle Teuifcber and Mademoifelle Nannette Jay net are the next, Thefe ladies 
would be good aftrefles if there was no Sakko. I know no other ladies to mention to 
you but Madame Huber, who on and off the ftage enacts the part of a proud, quarrel- 
fome, and foolifh wife to perfection. 

The whole company is in the pay of the court, and every individual in if, keeps his 
falary for life, even when he ceafes to be ferviceable. The highefl falary paid by the 
court is 1200 guilders; befides this the principal aCtors have 6oo guilders for fire and 
clothes, and what remains of the receipts after the expences are paid, is divided amohgft 
them. The receipts generally amount to 120,000, and the expences to 80,000 guilders 
a year. The fuperflux is divided according to the falaries. Thofe who have children 
endeavour to procure them a fmall appointment as foon as poffible. In general thefe 
are given with great liberality. They made Madam Sakko's hufband (by profeflion a 
dancer, but of no manner of ufe), infpector of the wardrobe, with an appointment of 
500 guilders; fo the two together have 2300 guilders, or about 250 pounds a year. 
The fecond rates have from 800 to 1000 guilders, and the thirds from 400 to 600 
guilders. Jacynel and his two daughters receive 4000 guilders, or about 400 pounds a 
year. 

The cabals and intrigues which exill in this commonwealth, you can have no concep- 
ception of: every new part makes a quarrel, in which the courtiers take part; the pub¬ 
lic fuffers accordingly. If this company was under good management, it would be one 
of the three firfl in Europe, As things now are, authors are greatly injured. When 
a play is offered, it is read in the theatrical parliament, when the majority of votes de¬ 
cides whether it fliall be aCted or not; the confequence of this is, that a good play is 
often refufed, either becaufe fome of the firft aftors have no good part in it, or becaufe 
they will not leave a good part to another, or becaufe they are not at leifure to ftudy a 
new part, or which is ofteneft the cafe, becaufe they know nothing of the merits. The 
author of a new piece, together with a premium, is entitled to a third part of what his 
work produces, and may fell the copy. Notwithftanding thefe advantages, new plays 
are fo fcarce, that they have been obliged to call in the afliftance of a German opera. 
The quarrels this daily'occafions betwixt the two companies, and the contempt they 
have for one another, is truly ridiculous. The Emprefs takes care that the public man¬ 
ners of the adreffes fhall be more decent than they are at Paris. 

Upon the whole, the public of this place has as bad a tafte as that of Munich, Every 
thing here cries out panrn et dreenfes, and the multitude feem to have no other wifhes 
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than to have their paunches well filled, and a theatrical entertainment by way of defferi; 
but neither the tafte or morals are improved by this* The generality wifh for the return 
of harlequin, who though he cannot appear as he ufed to do, with his motley coat and 
wooden fword, often ftmts about in the hero’s drefs' to delight them ; at leaft it is only 
to this that I can afcribe the miferabie pantomimes with which the tragic aflors inter- 
fperfe their tragedies* The general tafte is for grimace, buffoonery, and exaggeration* 
Of a good plot, natural and eafy dialogue, or pure ftyle, they know nothing, I have 
heard feveral things applauded here which would have been hilled at Paris, ft the French 
of them had been as bad as the German was. 

Betides the national theatre, fix or fevcn' (trolling companies occupy the fuburbs** 
Thefe are of the fort 1 have been ufed to in Suabia* The aftors-confift of taylcrs, per- 
riwig- makers, apprentices, and ruined ftudents, who are fome times on the ft age, fume- 
times in the hoi pit al, and fornetimes in the army, Thefe gentlemen play by a kind of 
half light, favourable to the purpofes of intrigue, Thofe of them lucceed beft who 
have their booths in a garden, where a man may walk with his friend betwixt the 
a£ts* They arc fo confcious that the public does not come to lee them, that half the* 
company is commonly in the ale^houfe whiftl the play is going forward, and one mam 
a6ts three or four parts* 

LETTER XXVIL 

THE editor of Voyages en differentes parties de P Europe fpeaks very contmnetioufly of 
the German nobility, and ranks the Neapolitan ones far above them in point of income-. 
He fhould at leaft have excepted the Auflrkm nobles, as there are feveral there who* 
poffefs more than any fix of the richcft Neapolitans he mentions. Prince Francis Lich- 
tenftein, the elder branch of that family has at lead 900,000 florins, that is 2,300,000 : 
French livres per annum. In Moravia only, he has twenty effaces* which contill o£ 
twenty or thirty villages each - f he is, without comparifon, the richeft man in Europe* 
Lord Cavendifh, who paffes for the mod opulent man in England, has not above So,oool- 
a year* At Paris there is not either a farmer general, or a man of quality, whole income 
pafl'es 120,000 livres* Neither Prince Radzivil, nor Prince Ctzartorifky in Poland, nor 
any of the Ruffian nobility, have eftates like thofe of Prince Lichtenfrein, Prince Efter- 
hazy has upwards of 600,000 and Prince Schwartzenberg above 400,000 guilders a 
year- There are upwards of forty people here who have eftates of 100,000 guilders a 
year, the greateft, as Mr. Pilati fays, that any Neapolitan poiTeffes, and twelve, betides 
thofe I have mentioned, who have as much again. The houfes of Charles Lichtenftein*. 
Averfberg, Lobtowik, Paar, Palfy, IioIIoredo, Hasfeld Schonborn, and many others are- 
much richer than the dukes Pignatelli, and Matalone, or the princes of. Palagonia and 
Villa-Franca* at Naples* 

Notwithftanding, however, thefe vaft revenues, mofl of the great houfes are in debf,^ 
which maybe very ealily accounted for; as in other countries, fome one favourite lux¬ 
ury or other has the afeendant, here they all -reign j nor is there any fpeoies of them you , 
can name, either horfes, fervants, the pleafures of the table, play, or drefs, but what is 
carried to the utmoft excefs. Here are feveral ftables of fifty, tixty, or more horfes 
whoever has an eft ate of 50 or 60,000 florins, muft have from twenty-four to thirty 
horfes; and it is a moderate eftablifhment, which confifts only of a maiire- d* hotel) a le- 
cretary, two valet de chambre , two running footmen, one or two huntfmen, two coach¬ 
men, five or fix footmen, and a porter. The houfes of Lichtenftein, I^fterhazy, Schwart- 
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zenberg, and forae others, keep fifty footmen, befide which, the two former have a body 
guard. Afmgle plate of fruit often coils from 60 to 70 florins, and Cou-.t Palm once 
appeared in a coat that had coft 90,000 guilders. It is common to give from 30 to 
40,000 florins for a lady’s drefs; and though hazard is forbidden, there are feveral 
game at which you may lofe from 15 to 20,000 florins at a fitting. 

Fri ce Rohan *, who lome time fmee was ambaftador from France here, endeavoured 
tp vie in expence with the inhabitants of the place, but, befides getting coofiderably into 
d bt, he was obliged to confefs at going away, that though a man fpend s his money with 
more tafte at Paris, a great deal more may be fpent at Vienna. It is, indeed, very true, 
that they fpend their money without tafte or enjoyment, and feveral of them would do 
better to throw half their incomes out of window, and fet the populace a fcrambling for 
them, for they would have as much pieafure them reives. At Paris every man has fome 
branch of ceconomy, fomething upon which he faves, that he may afford to be expenfive 
upon other occafions. There is likevvife fome dilcernment fhewn in the choice of plea- 
fures, and the poor, the arts, and even the native country, come in for fome {hare of the 
expence ; Cut here all is idle pomp and magnificence. A mid ft the wretched feenes ex¬ 
hibited by the mixture of fuperfluity and mifery at Paris, the friend of mankind recol¬ 
lects that there is a Beaumont and a Cure ds St. Sa/pice , who divide among the indigent 
a great part of the fuperflmties of the rich. But here there is no fource of confolation 
for the old, and often lick beggar, who flinks into the coffee-houfes and beer-houfes at 
dufk to procure aims, whilft the great fpend upon a Angle meal, what would feed a pri¬ 
vate family for a year. _ . , , , „ „ . 

The arts enjoy as little from the riches of this place as the poor do; almoft all the 
palaces and gardens befpeak nothing but a tafte lets profulion ; and as to collections of 
pictures, I have feen none but the Ltehtt;nftein gallery that dtf -rves any notice. It is 
true indeed, that this may ft;.nd ;n he plaa of many ; it confifts of fix hundred pieces 
by the bt ft mailers, and is divided into twelve rooms, which have a magnificent appear¬ 
ance, but then this is all that is to be feen befides the imperial colle&ion. 

I had forgot to mention one trait exceedingly characteriftie of the country. In fome 
hollies, the mailers of which afftft to live in the higheft ft vie, it is cuftomary, when an 
entertainment is given, to provide dofes of tartar emetick, and fet them in an adjoining 
room; thither the guefts retire when they happen to be too full, empty themfelves, and 
Return to the company again as if nothing had happened. 

jduficis the only thing for which the nobility fliew a tafte; feveral of them have pri¬ 
vate bands of muficians, and all the public concei ts atteft, that this branch of the arts is 
in the created efteem here. You may bring together four, or five large orcheftras, 
wh ch are all incomparable. The number of private virtuofi is fniall, but there is no 
finer orcheftra of mufic in the world. I have heard thirty or forty inftruments play to¬ 
gether, all which gave fo juft, fo clear, and fo precife a found, that you would have 
thought you heard only a fmgle very ftrong inflrument; a fingle flroke gave Ii r e to all 
the violins, and a fingle blaft to all the wind inftruments. An Englifliman, by whom r 
chanced to fit, was aftonifhed not to hear in a whole opera, I will not fay a Angle diflb- 
nance, but one halty ftroke, one too long paufe, one too loud blaft. Though juft come- 
out of Italy he was enraptured with the juftnefs and the dearnefs of the harmony. 
There are about four hundred muficians here, who divide themfelves into particular fo- 
cieties/ and often labour together during a long couri'e of years. On a particular day 
of the year they have a general concert for the benefit of muficians* widows; I have 
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been affured, that the four hundred play together as diftin£Uy, as cleanly* and as juftly 
as when there are only from twenty to thirty* This is certainly the only concert o the 
kind in the world. 

One of the mo ft pleafing fights! have feen here was that of the lemonade booths in 
the fummer evenings. r rhev put up a large tent in fome of the public parts of the town, 
round it are feveral hundred ftoois, which are occupied by the ladies and gentlemen of 
the place. At Ibtne difiance there is a band of rnufic ; the wonderful mu lie, the fefiive 
fslence, and the familiarity which night diffufes over every thing, have all of them an 
u n (peak able good e fleck 

To fee the equipages of Vienna you mull go to a fire work on the Prater in the fuai¬ 
mer time* The Prater is a wood of oaks and beeches on an Ifland of the Danube, near 
the city. Towards the entrance, under the trees, there are about thirty tents, furmfhed 
with chairs and tables, in which you meet with all kinds of refrelbiuents* 1 he place is 
conflantly re farted to by day ; but to fee it in its fplender, you mu ft go to a fire-work ; 
about twt lve thoufand people aflemble and take their flipper under the trees. Towards 
the entrance of the night, on a given fignai, they flock to the meadow, fur rounded with 
high trees, in which the fpettacle is exhibited. Directly oppafite to the firework is a 
magnificent amphitheatre filled with feveral hundreds of ladies, whole high painted 
cheeks, rich jewels, and light fummer clothes, have an unfpeakable good effect. The 
pit betwixt the amphitheatre and the firework is filled as full as it can hold with men. 
At the con elution of thefeftival a mod extraordinary fight takes place; a row/, of from 
twelve to fifteen hundred coaches, -phaetons, and other four wheeled equipages, goes 
from the wood to the city, in fo direct and clofe a line, that when they flop* the beam of 
the hinder carriages are clofe upon the cheft of the fore ones; the confequence of which 
is, that as they go only in full trot, or gallop, many of the carriages are broke, and the 
people in them expofed to the utmoft danger: inoft of thefe are gentlemen's coaches, 
with four or fix horfes to them; the number of thefe in this place are at leatt three thou- 
fand five hundred ; thenc are about five hundred hackney coaches, and about three 
hundred coaches that are let out. Notwithflanding the number of equipages on thta 
occation, there is hardly ever the lea ft diforder ; the foot-paftengers have their road* 
which no coachman dares to break in upon. The bridge betwixt the fuburb of Leopold 
and the Prater* in which the preifure is ftrongeft, is divided into four parts; the two 
outennoft of thefe are for the foot-paflengers* and the innermoft for the coaches ; that 
is, one for thofe who are going from, and another for thofe who are coming to the city. 
This order is kept up through the wood and on the chm/ee in the fuburb, till you come 
to-the city* and fome cuirajieres ride to and fro with drawn fabres to fee that the order 
be obferved. There is no inftance of an accident having happened at the time of a fef- 
tivity; all the cafualties that take place through the neglect of coachmen, happen in the 
daily trufmefs of the city; there are, however, never above feven people driven over in 
a year, whereas at Paris we reckon there are twenty. 

As to the firework itfeif, I fet it far above all the amufements of this place, not ex¬ 
cepting the national theatre itfeif. M, Stuwer, who waa the artificer, whole works I faw, 
under (lands it thoroughly ; he exhibits whole gardens* large palaces, and temples, in 
due perlpe£live, with all their different fliades of colour, and almoft as large as the life. 
His machines are particularly large and beautiful, and often make from fix to eight 
fronts, from fifty to fixty feet long. At the opening of the exhibition, they let oft' fe¬ 
veral hundred rockets, which fly up with a noife like thunder, ihake the whole foreft, 
and make tt light as at noon day. A few years ago he had a rival called Girandolini, 
who* in the eftimation of all connoiffeurs, had much more merit than himfelf, but was 
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the vi£Hm of the bigotry of the public, Girandolini, who, as a Granger* bad more 
difficulty to combat with, than the other, was obliged to uncommon exertions to 
obtain money, to do as much as StuWer. He had a great number of labourers 
at work during the whole fpring and winter, but in the lummer, on the day announc¬ 
ed for the exhibition, there happened a great thunder ftorm, which fpoiled all he had 
done. His difappomtment led him to ufe imprecations, and he was difeouraged as an 
atheiff:. 

The Augarten is likewifc one of the fmnmer amufements, at which you may meet 
with all the fine world. This is a large park, which hands in the fame ifiand of tlie Da¬ 
nube as the Prater does, and is to the eaft of it ; ic is a work of the Emperor 3 s, who, 
■as the inscription over the door hates, has opened it, as a friend of mankind, for a place 
'of relaxation to all mankind. It is, however, vifited only by the higher orders ; the 
people who fee it is not made for them, voluntarily exclude themfelves : it is ahonifhing 
in how Ihort a time this park is become what it is, * The Emperor, who is determined 
to fee his work complete, fpares for neither pains or expence to procure trees half 
grown, and full grown from the moh diftant part of the globe, Though there are a 
.great variety of different trees and fhrubs, and the walks have all the beauties that one 
can defire, there is a regularity and uniformity in the whole, which makes it like a true 
Knglifh garden* A very broad arm of the Danube, which \Vafhes its banks, gives it a 
great deal of life. The mb ft pleafing perfpeftive in the whole is that of a large foreft 
■in perfpeftive, which has been cut through on the other fide of the river, and is 
bounded by the diftant hills of Moravia, which fib about it like light clouds. There is 
a magnificent pavilion*, in which is a billiard-table and refrefhments of all kinds, Thofe 
who wife to fee this place in full beauty, mult vifit it in the height of fmnmer in the 
■morning* The cuftoni has prevailed for fome years paft, of coming here to drink mi¬ 
neral waters; thefe, it is true, aTe fetched from upwards of a hundred miles diftance, 
and can therefore do no great good, nor is there any need of it, for the invalids are moft 
of them very well} and only come here to enjoy the cafe and freedom which obtain at 
■Spa, Pyrmont, and other water-drinking places. Here all ranks, particularly the no- 
bleiie and the literati mix together ; the ladies drink that they may Ihew themfelves in 
negliges, and the men drink becaufethe ladies are not fo ft iff in negliges as they are when 
full dVeiled* 

There are feveral other places of public refort in this town ; that which is moft ge* 
nerally vifited is the Rem part, which, though expofed to a very warm fun, is almolt al¬ 
ways full* The middling people cannot go to church in the afternoon, without taking 
<1 turn round the Rcmpatt, which takes them up an hour ; thofe of higher ranks walk 
to fhew their dogs, which in this place only are fafe from horfes and carriages. Hounds 
,are a great article of luxury here ; the fine folks endeavour to outdo each other m 
them ; at prefent the little Pomeranian breed is all the mode ; one of them either fnow 
white, or coal black, and with a fearp fnout, will fetch from ten to. fifteen ducats. Prince 
X, gave twenty-five ducats for one ; every man who fets up at all for ton, moft have 
his fpi(fchen 7 which is here the proper name of the dog. The pcafants, who are the* 
better for this folly, have built a dog-market adjoining to the poultry-market. 

The garden of the Belvedere in the fnburb of Rennevig, formerly in the poffeffion of 
Prince Eugene, is likewife at prefent a public walk; the garden has nothing particular 
about it i but the palace, both on account of its builder, and its admirable Situation, is 
one of the moft remarkable places in the town; from the balcony on the terrace, you 
command a view over the whole town, and all the country round. Some years ago the 
imperial piftures were moved hither; the gallerv confifts of twenty* two large rooms * 
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the lower ftory is tenanted entirely by Italian mailers. The bell picture is a Cupid in the 
aft of drawing his bow, by Corregio. It was bought for 18,000 ducats, by the Empe¬ 
ror Charles VI. but with many other pictures had been entirely negle&ed and trodden 
under foot, fo that part of it was entirely fpoilt, but what remains is Corregio Hill. The 
upper itory is tenanted by the Flemifh mailers, who, as in duty bound, do not keep com¬ 
pany with the Italians. The gallery is open to every body three days in the week. 

About a mile and a half from the city, in a fenny hollow, you meet with Schonbrurm, 
the fummer refidence of the Emprefs, but where the confined profpecl and bad air did 
not allow me to (lay two days. The palace is immenfe, built in a truly great ftvle ; 
the furniture, too, is truly imperial; there is one room furniflied with tapeltry from the 
Gobelins, that coft 300,000 guilders; here too is the menagerie of wild beafts, fo delight¬ 
fully fung by Metaftafio. The molt remarkable I faw, was a true elephant of the large 
breed from India; it was fent as a prefent from the Stadtholder, who gave 10,000 guil¬ 
ders for it. On an eminence behind the palace the Emperor has built a fala terrena in 
the ancient flyle, with two rows of pillars on each fide. This points out the fpot where 
his mother fliould have built, if fhe had chofen to have had a fine profpe£l and good 
air. When the Emprefs is here, the fees only capuchins and old court ladies. This is 
likewifea place of public amufement, as the garden is always open, as is the palace alfo, 
at all fuch times as the Emprefs is not there. 

The Kalteberg, which lies on the Danube, about three miles from the city, pleafed me 
infinitely more; the way to it is through a wonderfully well cultivated country. At 
fome diftance to the left, on the Hope of the hill, and under fome very old oaks, you fee 
field marlhal Lacy’s elegant villa, with his Englilh garden. By degrees you gain a thick 
foreft on the brow of the hill; on the top of this /lands the Camaldeuleufe convent, in 
the fineft point of view you can imagine. Under fome trees before the convent, are a 
table and fome benches, where the ladies, who cannot vifit the infide of the monaftery, 
without fpecial permiflion from the archbifhop, are entertained till their friends return. 
Every monk has bis own feparate hut, with a little garden belonging to it. To the outer 
cell there is a terrace which looks over a perpendicular precipice into the Danube, and 
commands a profpect of which a monk of this fort is quite unworthy. You have the 
whole city like a ground plot under your feet; you think you hear the con ft ant hum in 
it, and your eye carries you over this part of Auftria, as far as to the borders of Hun¬ 
gary and Moravia. The raajeftic Danube winds through an immenfe plain; at fome 
diftance it confiderably widens, and, being covered with no woods or elevations, calls a 
filver appearance on the landfcape. To your right, the wood crowned hill you are upon 
gradually decreafes to the fuburbs, whilft to the left it ftretches its high neck along the 
Danube, to where, at three miles diftance, you fee the golden hill of Enferfdorf, which 
produces one of the beft Au/trian wines. The numberlefs fine villages, the blue hills 
fwimmmg on the horizon, and all the various afpe&s of wood and Water, diflufe a de¬ 
light, which imprefled me to fuch a degree, that I could not help communicating my en- 
thufiafm to the monk, who was near me. “ Happy/’ fays I, " muft be that brother 
who inhabits the outer cell.” <£ No,” faid he, “ we are not of your opinion, none of 
ufe chufe to live in it, for it is too much expofed to the winds, and is as cold again as 
any other.” In a moment the man brought me out of my enthufiafin. You know I 
am one of thofe, who in fummer never think of winter, and who hate nothing more than 
to be forced to fee the ugly fide of things, be they as natural as they may, whilft 1 am 
taken up with the beautiful ones. After having feen all that the monks had to fiiew, 
hair fhirts and all, we gave them money to fay a mafs for us, and haftened to our ladies 
under the trees. We had fent before us a cold collation, and fame bottles of Shum- 
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laver and St. Jorger. The day was fine, and the ladies in good humour, fo that I do 
not know whether we might not a little prophane the entrance to the holy place. 1 his 
pilgrimage was undertaken in the fir ft days of my arrival here, but I have often been at 
the place fince, and have found pleafure there, even in bad weather. 

There are feveral other public places, amongft which you may reckon Mount Calvarie, 
and other places of devotion, which are vifited by the young people of both fexes, 
not fo much from motives of piety, as becaufe they are protected from the infpedion. ot 
the police. 


LETTER XXVIIT. 

Vienna. 

THE prefent court poffeffes feveral valuable colledions, all of which are as much as 
poffible open to the public. The imperial cabinet of medals hath fcarce its equal in the 
world ; there are twenty-two thoufand ancient coins ; the modern coins are extremely 
valuable ; likewife a very valuable, and to thofe who wifti to ftudy the hiftory of the 
middle ages, a very precious part of this collection, is that which confifts of all the coins 
and medals from Charlemaine to this time. The thought was Charles the Vlth s, but 
the collection owes its exiftence to the Emperor Francis, who laid out great lunis upon 
it# I fay nothing to you of tho feveral other rich collections of natural hiftory^ mutho- 
matical inftruments, &c. &c. but, that like every thing the court poflefies, they are 
-open to everybody, without the leafl trouble. But the library is one ol the molt pre¬ 
cious in the world. It confifts of more than three hundred thoufand volumes, twelve 
thoufand of which are valuable manufcripts. The building in which they are pieferved 
is one of the handfomeft in the town. It is open every morning till twelve o clock, 
for all perfons who choofe to come. They are iurnilhed with tables, chairs, pen, ink, 
and paper ; a fecretary looks in the catalogue for the books wanted, which are imme¬ 
diately taken down from the fhelves by fome livery fervants belonging to the court. 
There are fires in the room all the winter. None of the fervants are allowed to take 
any thing. When once you are acquainted with the librarians, one of whom is always 
in a room adjoining, it is not fo difficult to obtain prohibited books as has been pre¬ 
tended. Mr. Pilati, indeed, in his travels, fays, that you cannot have a good book with¬ 
out the archbifhop’s per million; but I myfelf read the Hiftory ol the Council o ren , 
and ali Machiavel’s works through, without any leave. ... . 

Exclufive of the court library, there are feveral other public places where people may 
read. The bookfeller Trattnern once took it into his head to have a learned cofree- 
houle in his great palace. He promifed to provide the fubfcribers with all the newl- 
papers, periodical publications, and pamphlets, in all the living languages, ft this pro- 
fed had been properly followed, it might have proved the foundation of an academy, or 
learned foeiety; but the fubfcribers foon faw that Trattnern had no view but what re¬ 
garded his own pocket. This Mr. Trattnern compels the profeffors to fell him their 
manufcripts, and pays them not a farthing for them. He conceives himfelf to have this 
privilege as bookfeller to the court, and exercifes an intolerable tyranny ovei all the 
bookfellers and literati of the place. Notwithftandmg the high tone he afteds, he does 
not fcruple to defcend to the loweft meanneffes. He prints over again, with the impe¬ 
rial privilege, works which have been already printed with this privilege m the other 
parts of Germany. They fay he has perfuaded the Emprefs, that let a book be ever fo 
fuccefsful, the bookfeller gets nothing by it, if he pays the expence of printing; fo that 
feefide giving him the copy, flie often pays the whole expence of printing the booksThe 
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takes an intereft in; but though Trattnern flatters her foibles in many refpe&s, there b 
not a perfon in Vienna who difobeys her orders more ftrenuoufly, If you will pay him 
enough for them, he will procure you all prohibited books, even the molt l'eandalous; 
and thefe are the only books which the generality cares for ; for it is not as with us, where 
you meet with A -lontefquieu’s Spirit of Laws, Voltaire's Unruerfal Hi/lory , and Roujfcau's 
Social Contracl, in the hands of people who make no pretences to literature. Here arc - 
many literati who know nothing of thefe, and the like books, which they leave entirely 
to the higher nobility, and fome of the officers. What fucceeds molt here is buff oonery, 
and even the bettermoft part of the reading public, isfatisfied with plays, romances, and 
fairy-tales. I know a dozen young men of letters, as thefe creatures here call them- 
felves, who have read nothing fmce they came from fchool, but German and French 
poets. I was once tempted to go round the table of the public library to fee what the 
readers were employed in ; two or three out of about four and twenty were reading an¬ 
cient writers, one was reading Sully 1 ® Memoirs, and all the reft had either romances, or 
were looking over fuch books as the Mufeum Florentinum , and the defcriptions of the 
Antiquities at Herculaneum , for the fake of the prints. I muff, however, make one ob- 
fervarion in honour of the Hungarians; thefe generally call for the feveral hiftorians of 
their own country, and they appeared to me to read them with an animation that befp< ke 
the freedom of their government. May it not be owing to this difference of govern¬ 
ment, that the Hungarians, as I have generally obferved, have more patriotiftn, and 
confequently care more for the hiftory of their native country than the Auftrians do ? 

I have not found one of all the latter who had a tafte for any fuch thing. 

After what I have been faying, it is not extraordinary that thefocieties of this country 
fhould be as dead as they are. The fubjeft of the theatre is foon exhaufted, after which 
there is nothing left but the news of the day, and trifling obfervations. It is only the 
women who keep up the converfaiion at all; thefe have infinitely more wit, vivacity, 
and knowledge of all kinds of things, than the men. In feveral houfes I was in, the 
men had nothing to fay after thefirft quarter of an hour, but their wives and daughters 
kept up the converfation with great chearfulnefs. It is very true, that their fund con- 
fifts only of the news of the day, but the news gives rife to remarks, and remarks give 
rife to obfervations and debates that often prove very interefting; with the men there is 
not even this refource, for they are too ftupid even for this. 

The women of this place are handfome and well made, but they have no colour, and 
their faces are not interefting. They are eafy and lively in their motions, theif gait, 
and their fpeech. They are more compofed, more determined, and more manly than 
the French women, but not fo heroic as the Engliffi. I cannot give you a better idea 
of them than by telling you they are between French and I nglilh. There are no great 
beauties here, nor any very ugly women. They have not yet imitated our country wo¬ 
men in their winter-drefs, which continues to be of Polanaifes, trimmed with very ex- 
penfive furs, which reach down to the feet. As thefe drefles have no high pockets, are „ 
©pen at the breaft, and fall eafily about the lower part of the body, they are favourable 
to the fhape, and remind us of the Greek fimplicity. A tinge of fuperftition, peculiar 
to the women of this'place, is united to great fenfibility of heart, and rather tends to in- 
creafe, than to reprefs love, friendlhip, and benevolence. Moore has made fome good 
obfervations upon this fubjed, but nothing gives a better idea of the thing, than feeing 
a lady befpeak mafies in a convent, and give alms, with a wifh that God may recover her 
fick Cicifbeo. 

The Ckijbeat is upon the fame footing here as in Italy; it fubfifts among the great as 
a mode that has been once eftablifhed ; the poor take it up as a matter of trade; and it 
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is only among ft the merchants and manufacturers that you meet with any inftances of 
jealoufy. I cannot forbear giving you a droll inftance of the effe&s of this, which took 
place fomf? years ago. A man of fafliion having been rather too frequent in his vifits to 
a rich tradefman’s wife; the liulband, who was difpleafed with the intercourfe, took 
the following method of putting a ftop to it: one morning, when he knew the lovers 
were together, he ordered all his fervants to be in waiting with flambeaux on the ftairs; 
he then ftepped into the room, and told his excellency j that his fervants were come to 
light him home; the other was exceedingly furprifed, but affected not to underftand 
him ; upon which the merchant immediately took him by the arm, and led him very 
ccremonioully down ftairs; here the fervants, armed with their flambeaux, furrounded 
him on all fides, and led him into the middle of the ftreet in broad day light; the tradef- 
nian in the mean time ftanding upon the fteps of hishoufe making bow upon bow, and 
under the pretence of recommending himfelf to the nobleman’s cullom, fhouting out his 
name as loud as he could. 

You feldom hear of any extraordinary inftances of impropriety and indecency in this 
place. Confidering the flate of the country, it is not extraordinary, that a tafte for 
pleafure fhould be fo prevalent as it is, it having certainly more food here than any 
where elfe. The number of poor is much fmaller than at Paris, and probably, than at 
London. Every thing, even the clothing of the loweft fervant maid, befpeaks a great 
degree of affluence. The prodigality of the higher nobility, the many, and great ap¬ 
pointments paid by the court, and the extenfive commerce of the middling elaffes, 
greatly affifts the circulation of money. The conftant circulation of the town is efli- 
mated at twelve million of imperial guilders, or 12,000k fterling. The expence of liv¬ 
ing is likewile lefs than it is any where elle, and Vicuna is probably the only town in 
which the price of the lieceflaries of life is not equal to the quantity of gold in circula¬ 
tion. This arifes from the great want of money in the neighbouring Hungary. You 
have good wine here for "three kreutzers the bottle, and a very good dinner for twelve. 
I know a traiteur, who for thirteen fols a head, furniflies a table d'hote, confining of ve¬ 
getables, broiled meat, a pudding, or roafted calf’s-liver, and beef; the bread and a gill 
of wine are included : in a word, the man with the forty crowns might live here very 
well, but if he has more, he will certainly be tempted to fpend it. The more nature 
gives, the more neceffities men make to themfelves, and fhe is fo profufe here, that they 
of courfe become fo too. The infinite number of richly penfioned dependants of the 
court, the numerous nobility, and the many ftrangers who come here only for amufe- 
ment, know no other pleafure, than to follow it wherefoever it leads. Riches, idlenei’% 
and the liberality of nature, mult render a people diffipated, whofe religion is the oppo*. 
fite to frugality, and whofe governors cannot give their fpirits any other occupation. 

The commerce of this country is now extremely flouriihing; but it was a long time 
before the Auflrians knew how to enjoy the advantages which nature had provided them 
with. Notwithftanding they were mailers of one of the Iargeft rivers in the world,, 
which carries Ihips upwards of feventy German miles before it comes to them, and after¬ 
wards opens them a way into the Levant and Black Sea; there was no fpirit of trade 
among them till the laft Emperor’s time. It is true, Charles the Sixth had done what 
he could to promote this fpirit throughout the whole of his dominions, but though his 
attempts had been fuccefsful in other places, he met with a difappointment in the dutc’ny 
of Auftriaand the capital, for the nobility of thefe places Hill conlidered merchants as a 
kind of brute beafts; and the jefuits kept the proteftants, who in the fequel, did mod 
forinduftry, either entirely at a diftance, or were fure to crufh them, when they found 
means to creep in. The court, in Ihort, conjra&ed many debts, and its credit grew too 
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weak to afford any fubftanfial fupport to thofe who needed its affi dance. The Emperor 
Francis, having reftored the finances, was himfelf a merchant, and by'degrees the no¬ 
bility began to look upon the induftrious merchant with a fomewhat Iefs degree of con¬ 
tempt. S ill, however, a great deal was referved for the prefent Emperor, whofe popu¬ 
larity, and averfioa to old prejudices, are in no inftance more confpicuous than in this. 
He introduces ingenious art ids and merchants into the firft focieties. It is true, indeed, 
that thofe who think all merit confifts in birth and external appearance, negleCt nothing 
to make the plebeian feel he is out of his element; but a word from the monarch fetsail 
to rights, and the more the noblefl’e difturb themfelves, the more Jofeph is fure to take 
opportunities of humbling their pride. Some years ago, when he was at Prague, he 
came into a large company, leading a citizen’s wife by the hand; all the ladies imme¬ 
diately began to flare, but he took no farther notice of it, than by going down with her 
the only dance he danced. 

After all, commerce would not be very flourifliing, had not the clogs it was under, 
when the Monarch’s confeflor was the director of all the departments in the Hate, been 
taken off, and were it not tnoftly in the hand of ftrangers. 

The facility with which fo many foreign families make large fortunes, is a public and 
ftriking inftance of how much they furpafs the natives in activity and underftanding. 
The baron dc Fries , the court banker, a Mhulhaufe by birth, who had no capital,, has 
become, in an incredible fhort time, one of the firft bankers in Europe.. He is worth, 
at leaft four millions of guilders. Molt of the principal manufacturers and merchants 
come from Suabia, Franconia, Saxony, and other parts of Germany. The citizens of 
Nurenburg, Auglburg, Ulm, Lindaw, and other cities, meet here with a refuge from 
the tyranny, which every day more and more obtains in their own countries. Molt of 
them have made their fortunes by good fenfe, induftry, and efpecialiy by that frugality 
which fo efientially diftinguiflies them from the natives. There is no doubt, but that the 
ftrangers, and efpecialiy the proteftants, will likewife make a flourifliing place of Triefte. 

With all this, however, trade is ftill far below what it might be; but it makes great 
ftrides every day. It is faid, there are already above a hundred filk weavers’ looms in. 
the place. There are alfo plufli and cotton manufactures, and foreign trade is carried 
on with Auftrian and Hungarian wines, Bohemian and Moravian linens (which go by 
Triefte into Italy, Spain, Portugal, and Turkey,) wrought and unwrought iron, fteel 
and copper, leather, china, and other articles; thefe produce feveral millions. All this 
the government protects fo heartily, that it has always a fund ready for the encourage¬ 
ment of the enterprizing and di[creel projcSor. This fund it lends out without intereft 
for five, fix, or even ten years, after which it receives intereft gradually from one to 
two or three per cent. 

From thefe beginnings great advantages are, no doubt, to be expefted in the next 
generation, when, inftead of being proud of their debts, the nobility lhall deign to be in 
company with a rich trader, and inltead of reafoning on a bill of fare, will converfe with 
him on the profits of the year; but education mult firft be thoroughly reformed, for 
whilll it is trufted to French abbes and chambermaids, all that is done for trade is but 
patch-work. 

There is bad news about the town ; a few days ago the Emprefs returned indifpofed 
from a country expedition, and this indifpofition is now become a ferious diforder. The 
phyficians fear an inflammation, in the lungs, which, from the frequent changes of the. 
weather, is the common ilinefs of this place. I hope. to begin my next letter in better 
Ipirits than 1 finifli this. Fare thee well. 


LETTER 
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LETTER. XXIX. 

Vienna. 

IT is part, and the great Therefa, who, with all her weaknefles, was one of the greateft 
monarchs that ever fat on the throne, is no more.—I will fay nothing to you of the 
grief of her fubje£ts, nor of the pompoufnefs of her funeral, nor of the mighty attend¬ 
ance that followed her to her grave; ail thefe you will fee in the public prints. It was well 
known that, either from the weaknefs natural to old people, or the apprehenfion that 
her fucceflor might make innovations (he difapproved, Ihe had long looked upon death 
with fome kind of fear and terror. This made her wifh to avoid it, as it drew near; 
but when Ihe found this impolfible, religion {hewed itfelf in its full luftre, and, though 
conquered, the Emprefs was ftill the heroine. She converted for feveral hours together 
with her fon, and employed her cares about her family. To the laft inftant flie was 
the beft of mothers. The fucceflor, on his part, though at the time of life when all the 
paflions are at the higheft, and though he felt himfelf on the eve not only of poffeffing 
a large empire, but of being free from the controul he had hitherto met with in his 
mod favourite projects, was in this moment only a fon. He forgot every thing elfe, 
and could only weep for a mother, with the value of whofe heart he was acquainted. 

The family affection that obtains in the imperial houfe is very remarkable. I muil lay be¬ 
fore you fome paffages that fet this amiable princefs’s character in a very flrong point of 
view. No ft ranger to the pleafures of virtuous love, Ihe wilhed her children to enjoy them, 
but would have them enjoy them in the bounds impofed by virtue and religion. With thefe 
views flie had given a free confent to her daughter’s marriage with a portioned prince of the 
houfe of Saxony, though contrary to the Emperor’s inclination, who was afraid of the im¬ 
perial houfe being burthened with too many dependants. Upon the lame principle, when 
her fon Maximilian was made coadjutor of the Teutonic order, and in confequence obliged 
to take a vow of chaftity, flie obtained a difpenfation for him from the Pope, in cafe he fliould 
ever choofe to leave the order and marry. Nor was it her fault that her other two daugh¬ 
ters were not married, as nothing would have made her fo happy as to fee herfelf fur- 
rounded with a numerous train of grand-children. Another trait of the fame kind was 
her retaining the truly maternal love of her children, however elevated or however dif- 
jtant they were from her. As a proof of this, fhe would frequently write both to the 
.Queens of France and Naples, letters not only filled with the beft of advice, but when 
there w'as occafion for them, with the tendereft motherly reprools. She would often 
reprove the Emperor in company for trifles, after he had come to the imperial crown. 
This authority, however, which {he preferved over all her children to the la ft inftant of 
her life, was fo tempered with true affeftion, that it difpleafed none of thole over whom 
it was exercifed. Her happieft hours ufed to be thofe in which Ihe received letters from 
the courts of Verfailles, Parma, Naples, and Milan, Then flie would fliut herfelf up in 
■her clofet, with her moft intimate friends, and pour into their bofoms the pleafure of 
being the mother of fo fine an offspring. 

The Archduke governor of Milan, and the Duke of Saxe Tefchen, whom the Em¬ 
peror is wont to call his very dear relations, will feel her lofs very feverely, as they 
cannot but fuffer from the (economy which the Emperor is fo rigid a mafter of even 
.towards himfelf. 

Since the Emprefs’s death is known, you may obferve a wonderful change in the faces 
and aftions of the priefts and court attendants. The prelates, who a few days lince 
rode over the bellies of the people in the ftreets, now fneak about chop-fallen, and he 
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courtiers feem to be buried in thought how to pay their debts. But before I indulge 
myfelf in conjectures on what is to come, I will lay before you the prefent ftate of the 
country as the Emprefs left it. 

The Houfe of Hapfburg Loraine, now ranks as one of the greateft powers in Europe; 
the only rivals of its greatnefs are Ruffia, France, and Great Britain ; but at the begin¬ 
ning of this century, and till the time it belonged to the late Emprefs, it was one of the 
middling powers of Europe, and it required all the ftrength of England, and all the 
money of Holland, to fupport it, whenever it attempted to take any great part in bufi- 
nefs. Even at the time when the fun did not fet in its dominions, it was not as formi¬ 
dable as it is now ; at length the lofs of fo many kingdoms and provinces taught it, that 
the ftrength of a ftate does not fo much confift in the quantity of its internal power, as 
in the ufes it is able to make of it. A great man, who ferved it at a time when it was 
ftill in poffeffion of Alfatia, Naples, Sicily, and feveral other countries, compared it to a 
pyramid, which ftands upon its point, and totters by the weaknefs of its principal part. 
The pyramid is now fomething lighter, but it ftands, as nature intended it lhould, on its 
own proper foundation, firm and unfhaken. 

If all the Auftrian dominions lay together, they would contain a larger extent of 
country than France. Hungary, with Tranfylvania, Croatia, Sclavonia, Temefwar, and 
part of Dalmatia, contains 4760 fquare miles; Bohemia 900, Moravia, with part of Si- 
lefia, 430; the circle of Auftria, Styria, and the Dukedom, with Carynthia, the Ukraine, 
the country belonging to Auftria in Suabia, the Earldom of Falkenltein, the newly ac- 
qired part of Bavaria, and part of Frioul, 2200; the Netherlands, 500 ; the poffeffions 
of Lombardy, 200 ; the kingdoms of Galicia and Lodomeria, together with Buckovina, 
which has been taken from the Turks, 1400; in all 10,360 fquare miles; whereas, 

France hardly contains 10,000. You will fay, the difference is not very great_it is 

not; but when the expe&ed junctions of Tufcany, and the Modenefe are made, it will 
be worth attending to. As to natural bleffings, they have been bellowed ftill more 
plentifully here than in France ; for there are no luxuries to be met with in the latter 
which fome countries belonging to the Emperor do, or may not produce, wine, oil, and 
flik not excepted; and as to matters of prime rieceflity, fuch as corn and cattle, they 
would be able to furnifli half France with them, after providing their own people. The 
feveral ores too, which are found in the hills round Hungary, in the Tyrol, Carinthia, 
Carniola, and Styria, are of as much profit to the country, as thofe of Portuguefe and 
Spanilh America to their poffeffors; fo that if there was only fuch a fea coaft as ours, 
and the country was improved to what it might be, no doubt it would be a fourth richer 
than France ; but our fortunate fituation, the waters we command on all fides, and the 
navigable rivers, which carry out our exports from the mod remote parts of the coun¬ 
try, give an advantage which is not to be difputed. 

Hungary is, without doubt, the richeft part of the Auftrian dominionsit not only 
poffeffes every thing that is produced in the other countries, but feeds them with its over¬ 
flow, and excels them as much in the quality, as in the quantity of what it produces; 
but here we have great cccafion to obferve the truth of that axiom, that the more na¬ 
ture does for man, the lefs he commonly does for himfelf. The inhabitant of the Swifs 
mountains extracts his fuftenance from his nakednefs, and has changed wilderneffes into 
cultivated and inhabited lands; the Hollander has turned the muddy fands of the Rhine 
and Maefe, what the fea is conftantly difputing with him, into a garden, while the ex¬ 
cellent grounds in Hungary ftill lie wafte. I believe, that at Vienna, they think that the 
plenty Hungary is able to export, is owing to its own population; but it is not fo; for 
were it three times as much peopled as it is, it would export in much greater plenty ftill, 
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if the cultivation was what it is in the greateft part of Suabia. As things now are, r.ot 
only a great part of this fruitful land is uncultivated, but even that which is cultivated is 
not turned to near the advantage it might. In this country they know nothing of arti¬ 
ficial cultivation, fuch as dunging in a cheap way, the mixture of different earths, and 
the ufe of chalky clay to manure, though parts of the country produce this lall; commo¬ 
dity in great abundance. They fuffer, at lead: more than half the ground there is need 
for, to lay fallow. Their common way of threfhing, is by driving oxen over the corn, 
by which half of it is left for ft raw. When you are travelling through this country, 
you think yourfelf going over a wild, though you are in ftuSt upon a bottom, which with 
very little trouble would produce fifty, fixty, or even one hundred fold. The roads 
are of an immenfe breadth, and the fields adjoining them of fo little value, that the 
poftillions drive through them, without the lead ceremony, whenever a little mud or 
rain in the highway reminds them of its being more convenient. 

The inhabitants excufe their bad farming by the little value which grain bears, and 
fay, that if their harvefls were ten limes greater, they fliould gain nothing by them. 
There may be fome truth in this, but the fault is certainly owing originally to a bad 
government. The value of grain would undoubtedly increafe with an increafed popu¬ 
lation; and if the farmer had fufficient encouragement, the land might be put to other 
ufes befides the growing of grain. They already grow a great deal of tobacco, faffron, 
and other valuable articles j but there are numberlefs.others which might be produced, 
if, what you will fcarce believe, government did not rather feek to dU'courage, than pro¬ 
mote agriculture. 

The exportation of the Hungarian wines, one of the richeft products of the country, 
and which, if it were free, would foon ruin the foie of the French wines in the North, 
is clogged with innumerable obftructions. Thefe the legiilature impofes under the 
idea, that if once they did not exift, the trade of the Auftrian wines would be ruined. 
The difeouragement in confequence has been carried to fuch a height, that not long 
fince there exifted a law, that no quantity of Hungarian wine fhould be exported with¬ 
out exporting fo much Auftrian wine with it. This, no doubt, fuits the Auftrian no¬ 
bility who have eftates with vines upon them; but it is feeding the little finger at the 
expence of the whole body ; for, as none but thofe who can afford to pay exorbitantly 
for their drink will buy the Auftrian wines, the confequence is, that, except a few of 
the rich nobility, France fupplies all the North, which otherwife would take its wine 
from Hungary. Nor does the evil end here; the Hungarian peafant, who is oppreffed 
by his lord, feeks to drown his lorrovv in the cup, which he either makes himfelf, or 
can buy in moft places for two, three, or four creutzer the bottle. The confequence 
of this is, that men who in .their youth are plump, ruddy, and feemingly built for ever, 
grow pale, emaciated, and dwarfifh, and begin to droop after thirty, fo that the popu¬ 
lation is already much diminiftied, and would grow lefs and lefs, if it were not for the 
acceflion of foreigners. It is partly owing to this, and partly to the want of education, 
that many tracts of the country have the exact appearance of American lands, and, 
were it not that you fee no fealps or enemies ikulls to drink out of, you wotild often 
think yourfelf in company with fo many Cherokees. The tax on Hungarian tobacco, 
when exported, is no lefs hurtful to the agriculture of this country. Certainly the 
farmers of this part of the revenue in the Auftrian dominions ought to have it in com¬ 
mand to import fuch a proportion of Hungarian tobacco, with all they import from other 
places. 

There is no country in the world which has a greater variety of inhabitants than Hun - 
gary. The ancient pofleffors of the country were partly Tartars and partly Sclavonians. 

9 Among!!: 
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Among ft the former wc may reckon the Hungarians, now properly fo called, the 
Cumanians, the Seders and the Yat tigers. Their maimers and appearance plainly 
Ihew that they are of kin to the Calmucks, and defcendants of the old Scythians. Their 
deep eyes, angular cheek bones, and yellow {kins, diftinguifh them from the Sclavoni- 
ans, who betides are whiter, more flethy, and ftouter built. There are feveral parts of 
the country in which both the races are continued pure and unmixed. Thc.Sclavonians 
confift ot Croats, Bohemians, (who originally are a branch of the Croats,) Servians, 
Ruffians, and Wenden Polackers. 'I iiere are betides German colonifts, but if they 
cl.oofe to poflefs lands, they muft buy their nobility for 2000 ducats, which make about 
22 ,ooo_ livres. Befides all thefe, there are Walachians, Bulgarians, Turks, Greeks, 
Armenians, Jews, and Gypfies, which laft are the richeft of all thefe foreigners. 

All thefe people, a few of the German colonifts only, and the higher nobility, which 
is modelled after the fathion of the court oi Vienna, excepted, are ftitl in a barbarous 
ftate. 

Indeed it muft be owned that the court inftead of fucceeding in - improving them, as 
it has done the reft of its fubjefts, has rather done them harm than good, by the at¬ 
tempts it has made for the purpote. Whilft they were left to themfelves, they were 
warlike, and like all the children of nature, whom a falle policy has not fpoiled, open- 
hearted, hofpitable, frank, and fteady to their promifes. A11 old officer, who fpent his 
youth among the Croats, has aft u red me, that they are not to be known fince they have 
been difeiplined; for, inftead of being a trufty, fpirited, and generous folJiery, they are 
become a band of treacherous, tricking, cowardly robbers. «I had much rather,” faid 
he, £< have had to do with them when they were entirely undifeiplined, and under the 
influence only of their o\Vn laws and cuftoms. It is true they plundered both friend 
and foe when we went into the field, and committed every kind of depredation in the 
towns where they were quartered ; but thefe were the workings of a ftrong fenfual ap¬ 
petite, which did not prevent their being of the greateft fervice. They ufed to take the 
nioft dangerous out-pofts, in the very teeth of the enemy—never deferted—would fol¬ 
low their officers with the utmoft fidelity through any dangers—could fall many days 
without making any complaints, and provided you left them what they had ftolen, which 
they did not affeffc to conceal, were indefatigable on a day of battle. The alteration 
which difeipline has effected in them is, that they, indeed, fteal no longer openly, but 
they fteal iecretly, and fteal from each other whenever they can; they have learned the 
methods of concealing their thefts, and are always making cabals again ft their officers ; 
and though become too cowardly to defert when there is any danger attending defec¬ 
tion, they are fure to do it whenever they can with fafety. They grumble whenever 
they are kept two days embodied in the field, and never put on their uniform without 
curfing it. They look upon their overfeers.as their enemies, and hate them. Formerly 
it was an unheard of thing, for a Croat to go over to the Turks, but now they join 
them to the number of twenty and thirty, and plunder their native country. The fame 
thing is true with regard to the Sclavonians; and even the reft have been rather hurt 
than bettered by regulations not adapted to their circumftances.” 

What this gentleman faid from experience is conformable to true philofophy; for It 
is only by religion that you can ever be fuccelsful in civilizing a barbarian. Any other 
attempt, any reftriftion which tends to cure him of his vices, without fhewing him the 
advantage of virtue to himfelf, only makes a motley compofition df the faults of the two 
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LETTER XXX. 

Vienna* 

NO doubt but there is much illuiion in Rouffeau’s idea of focial contract. Fate, 
which plays fo many other games with us, throws us into fome peculiar fociety, by 
which we are fettered before we have time to think of a contract. Accident, and iron 
hearted neceffity, have been the true legiflators of all the monarchies, ariftocracies, de¬ 
mocracies, and their numerous fubdivifions, that ever exifted in the world. It is like- 
wife certain, that upon the whole, we find ourfelves better under the direction ot capri¬ 
cious fortune, than if we had fet down originally to bind and conneCt each other in 
eternal chains. The will of the ftrongeft ftill remains the ultimate decider.of all diffi¬ 
culties, and whatever covenants there might have been, it mu ft have been fo, as often 
as the ftrongeft fliould have felt his weight, or his intereft fhould have come in compe¬ 
tition with that of others. _ _ _ ■ 

It is neverthelefs true, that in thefe various gallies to which we are chained, the good 
of the whole cannot be better promoted, than when the will of the whole, or at lea ft of 
the majority, are directed according to the plumb-line of legiflation, and of focial con¬ 
tract. No Sultan has any thing to fear from this participation of his power, though he 
fhould divide it with all his fubjeCts, from his Grand Vizier, to the loweft Have under 
him. The fovereign, whether he has one head or a hundred, cannot promote bis own 
intereft more effectually, than by confidering his fupreme wall as the refult of the en¬ 
lightened wills of all, or the greater part of his fubjeCts. A real oppofuion between the 
interefts of the governor and his fubjefis never exifts, when it feems to do fo, it is only 
the cozenage of accident. All hiftory is full of this truth, the attention to which will 
effectually fecure the people from tyranny, even when the private character of the fove¬ 
reign is a cruel one. The prince can never be more fecure from murder, treachery, 
and rebellion, rhan when he has convinced his fubjeCts that their interefts is the rule of 
his legiflation, and it muft be fo, if he will not hurt himfelf* Intereli. is the moft facred 
band among men, and their happinefs depends upon knowing what it truly is. The 
misfortunes of men have been always more owing to their governors not knowing in 
what their true interefts conftfted, than to their wickednefs or depravity, 

Superftition, and the diffipation of princes together, firft invented that fpeciesof poli¬ 
tics, the principles of which Machiavel firft collected, but did not invent. Neio and 
Auguftus had already ufed it, but it was only in modern Italy that it was confidered as 
a true art of government. From thence, with other arts and fciences, did this hoftite 
art to human nature fpread itfelf over the reft of Europe. The minifters of feveral 
European courts, which had formed themfelves after the Italian models, imagined they 
would govern the better, the finer and more fubtle policy they adopted. Lewis XI. 
Richelieu, and Mazarin, were the great mafters of this art, and from that time to this, 
the happy times of Henry IV. alone excepted, it would have been looked upon as folly 
in France, to have aimed at governing the people by love, generofity, and information 

with regard to their true interefts. . . , 

The priefts, particularly the jefuits, whofe government of their own fociety is eftablilhed 
upon principles of the fame kind, contributed much to give them currency in courts. 
There they were treated as holy myfteries, which, like the philofopher s Lone, could 
make demigods of the poffeffor. Blinded by this political art of gold making, princes 
dared to deviate from the plain and ftrait line of nature, that line which always conduits 
to happinefs, which is the fame in a ftate as in a private family, according to which every 
11 ^ governor 


RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. IQJT 

governor rrni/t confider himfelf as the matter of a private family* who has no other view 
than to promote the happinefs of his children* and his fervants. 

The Jefuits, and forne Italian parvenus* introduced the fpirit of Machiavelifm into this 
country. I do not know whether it is to be attributed to the humour of the nation, or 
any other caufe, that it was not attended with the fame bad confequences here, as iu 
Italy, France, Spain, and even England, where the grofleft abufes of religion, friend fliip, 
and love, were fanffified under the name of ftate neceffity ; and treachery towards 
friends, with the murder of fathers and brothers, were only confidered as political jeu 
d'efpriis. Although this court has not {lained itlelf fo deeply with royal blood, or even 
with that of dangerous fubjects, as thofe above mentioned, it mull be confeffed that its 
adminiftration, particularly what relates to Hungary, has had ibme little appearance of 
cunning and opprefiion about it. No doubt but that religious prejudices, from which 
the Emprefs, amiable as file was, was not quite free, have contributed in great meafure 
to this. 

On the very afpedl of things, one fees that the government of this country is infidi- 
ou$. 1 he intereits of the higher nobility are different from thofe of the reft of the coun¬ 
try ; their under tenants, which make the greateft part of the people, are not feudal 
fubjects, neither have they any real property; they are farmers who may be turned out 
of their farms upon the leait diiiarisfaclion. The nobility contributes nothing but free 
gifts to the neceffities of the ftate, though it is in poffeflion of half the produce of the 
country. It is almoft the only order in the ftate, for the higher'orders of thepriefthood 
are chofen from the nobility, fo that the interefts of the two orders is in fadt one. The 
cities are too fmall in number, and too infignificant in themfelves, to form any corps 
- capable of making head againft the other two. In fiiort, the boafted freedom of Hun¬ 
gary is only a privilege of the nobility and clergy, to live at the expence of the whole 
country. 

Hitherto, the court have tried every artifice to deprive the nobility of this pernicious 
preponderance. The contefi between the iovereign and the nobles foon broke out into 
feveral rebellions, the moil famous of which were thofe of Tekely and Ragotzkh The 
execution of Counts Serini, Nadafti, Frangipani, and Setienback, which followed clofe, 
have been quoted by feme, to fliew that the cotirt of Vienna, though generally unwilling 
to recur to them, is not incapable of ufing Turkifh meafures to free itfelf of troublefoine 
and dangerous dependants. I own I think that its conduct on other occafions fufllei- 
ently juftifies it from thefe reproaches ; and Indeed, if the tedimony of hiftory is to be 
believed, it appears that thefe nobles were traitors. The plan which the court has fol¬ 
lowed for a tong time to reduce this overgrown nobility, promifes much more fuccefs 
than any extraordinary ads of feveriry, which only ferve to irritate the minds of men, 
and fet them more upon their guard. The court of Vienna, confcious of the influence 
luxury and pleafure have over the minds of men, allured the proud Hungarians from 
their freeholds to the court, or to the city. By dtftinguiihed places, titles, and mar¬ 
riages, they gave them opportunities to fpend their money in a brilliant way, to contract 
debts, and finally, by the feizure of their lands for the payment, to furrender at difere- 
ticn. The deceived Hungarian looked upon it as an honour, to connect himfelf with 
the Auflrian, who made a greater figure than himfelf at court, and took a greater fhare 
in the government of the country. For this purpoie he chole his wife at Vienna, and 
fettered himfelf by this ipeans. The lady, too, by introducing the court manners into 
his houfe, ftniihed corrupting him, and made him entirely dependant. There is hardly 
an Hungarian noble, at this time of day, that is either free from debt, or that does not, 
like the Auftrian one, look upon his debts as an honour. The coijrt has confequently 
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no further commotions to fear in this country, as the difcontented people will not eafily 
find a leader with power and confequence enough to make their filings dangerous.—- 
The diflipation of the Hungarians has alfo bound them to the court by another tie, as 
their neceffities no longer allow them to ferve for nothing, but make the pay of the 
court an object to them. Another way that has been taken, has been that of allowing 
the Auftrian nobility to purchafe Hungarian eftates, in proportion as the owners were 
obliged to fell them, or as they fell into the crown by forfeitures, &c. At this time of 
day, ieveral amongft the firft Hungarian nobility are Germans, who ftrengthen the in¬ 
fluence of the court. The two nations are mixed, their manners are nearly the fame. 
The more perfons partake of it, the more indifferent the Hungarian is to its liberty, and 
the lels eftate he poffeffes, the lefs he cares for his country. The promotion of the 
higher ecclefiallies to great preferments, is another mode of binding the nobility, which 
the court has praftifed wiLh fuccefs. 

Befidcs what has been already Hated, the court ufes feveral other means, that depend 
upon time and circumftances. One of the molt efficacious is, the loading the produce 
of Hungary with very heavy taxes. Thefe oppreifions, indeed, immediately affect the 
nobility only, to whom the exports properly belong, as the people have no property j 
but, indirectly, they hurt the whole country, and particularly the manufacturer, and 
merchants in great towns, by the diminution of the coin in circulation. The duties on 
the exports of Hungarian wines,are fo confiderabie, that the Croats who inhabit the 
mountains are obliged to buy the wine, which, but for thefe duties, they might have as 
cheap from their fellow fubjeCts in Venetian Dalmatia. t he fa£t is, the court had 
rather let the country lofe money than fuffer Hungary to be rich. 

Almolt all the employments of the country, which the conliitution does not require 
to be given to natives, are poffeffed by Germans, who often prove the molt terrible def- 
pots. Thus, in the cities of Illyria, which depend entirely on the council of war, and 
are entirely under military government, almolt all the employments are held by foreign¬ 
ers. The Germans have made themfelves fo odious here by their tyranny, that the 
Croat knows no more odious name, than to give a man that of a Suabian. * He is a 
Suabian/ means with them every thing that is deteltable and contemptible. Under the 
name of Suabian, the Croat, as well as the inhabitants of Vienna, includes every Ger¬ 
man, who is not an Auftrian. The natives of Auftria, who are fent into Hungary, be¬ 
have there like Turkilh Pachas, or Nabobs: their pride leads them to make the Hun¬ 
garians feel that they are the ruling nation ; their diflipation compels them to ule every 
extortion to procure money ; and they are made (till worfe than they otherwife would 
be, by the difference of their manners and religion. It is from the oppreffion of fo¬ 
reigners, that the native Illyrian has taken the dilhoneft: and ftubborn part of his cha¬ 
racter, which is fo unnatural to him. 

Notwithftanding that the principal places are occupied by great men, it is irapoffible 
to be more worthlefs than the greater number of public fervants are. Generally fpeak- 
ing, there is not a grain of patriolifni, a grain of knowledge, a grain of good will, or a 
grain of activity amongft them. Pride, vanity, felf-intereli, and hard-heartednefs, dif- 
linmiifli them all. The only things they look up to, are the pays and the titles, and 
they treat bufinefs as a matter of indifference. Do not imagine that I exaggerate, for i 
affure you that what I fay is, with very few exceptions, literally true. The native Hun¬ 
garians, who have a fliare in the government of their own country, have infinitely better 
underftanding of the duiies of their places, and more delight in difeharging them than 
the Auftrians; and yet thefe poffefs almoft all the places, and the others are expoled to 
their tyranny! 


Our 
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Our great Henry ufed to fay, “ happy is the gentleman who has his 5000 a year, and 
does not know me.” If the Imperial court is defirous that the Hungarian fliould enjoy 
any kind of happinefs, it is certainly not that recommended by the great Henry. They 
look upon it as indifpenfibly neceffary to bind them in court chains, and take away every 
feeling of liberty and true honour from them. They do all they can to ftifle their na¬ 
tional fpirit j they' have no idea of the honour of ruling over a free and lentiiuental peo¬ 
ple, but conceive they muff make flaves of the whole nation in order to govern it. 

The moft cruel violations of the national contract, and the liberty of mankind, have 
been thofe which have arifen on a religious account. 1 can fafely affirm that it would 
take two hundred years more to undo the mil chief which this court has done it feu, dur- 
mg the two tall hundred years, by the religious perfections in Hungary. It is, indeed, 
one of thofe contradictions which moft feelingly befpeaks the debility of the human 
mind, that whilft the prefent adminiftration on the one hand does all it'ean to promote 
population and induftry in Hungary ; on the other, it perlecutes in every way pofiible, 
the moft induftrious part of its iubje&s, and that part whofe religious opinions are the 

moft favourable to population. __ 

One fourth-of the inhabitants of the Hungarian dominions, m which I include Iran- 
fylvania and Illyria, are Catholics; one fourth are Greeks, Jews, and Anabaptiits j the 
other half are Lutherans, or reformed. From the circumftance oi the religion of the 
country being Catholic, it was natural to expect that the Roman Catholic religion would 
be the eftabtilhed one of the ftate. With this no fenfible man would have been offended; 

_but to take away three hundred churches from the Proteftants, while the Jews had the 

power of building as many fynagogues as they pleafed;—to force Proteftants to go 
twelve miles to church, whilft many Catholic churches were tenanted by rats and mice 
only •—to take away the Proteftant fchools, and yet to allow the parents to lend their 
children abroad for education to be eager after improvement in agriculture and in¬ 
duftry, and yet rather fee the land inhabited by Calmucke and Gypfies, than by labo¬ 
rious and moral Proteftantsto treat thefe worfe, in ffiort, in every refpea than the 
Turks or Jews, this certainly was pulling down with one hand, what the court was en¬ 
deavouring to rear with another j it was deftroying the national character, without im¬ 
proving the external circumftances of the people. It is now well known, and the ex¬ 
ample of the Kngiifli fully proves it, that the only way out of barbarilm is through real- 
religion.- Judge then what it mu ft be to tread this road backwards, and to lubfutute 
the fuperftitious fpirit of monkery, for the mild and induftrious fpirit of pioteltannm. 
And yet the Auftrian government bus done this, and it has done it, at the veiy lime 
when it was endeavouring to curb the power of the priefts in the other parts of its do¬ 
minions, and forming fuch eftabliflnnents of education, as muff ioonei oi later lead to 
Proteftant principles. 

The Proteftants in Hungary are, it muff be confeffed, far behind their brethren m 
other countries, in induftry and knowledge, and yet, notivithftandmg tins, and that they 
are only one fourth of the inhabitants of Hungary, they pay half the taxes, and areftill 
much richer than their Catholic or Greek brethren. A ftriking fign, lure, if evet a 
linking fign there was, how much their religion correfponds with the good of the whofe, 
and how little the court knows of its own interell. What the court lias moft hurt iyelt 
by, is its treatment of the Greeks, who form fo large a pan of the inhabitants of this 
country, Inftead of rendering the priefts of thefe lemi-barbarians uieful pallors, and 
thus enabling them to civilize their countrymen, and make them good members of io- 
ciety, all they have been folicilous about has been now and then to convert an ambitious 
or avaricious prelate to the eftablifhed church. The fwarms which generally followed 
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thefe deferters, commonly changed nothing but their name. From being Greek bar¬ 
barians they became Catholic barbarians, or, as a refpeSable Andrian officer faid, it was 
only adding another mark to the forehead of the fwine. Ill the mean dine the court 
troubled itielf very little with the education of the Catholic, and united priefthood, and 
dill lefs with that of the non-united, things which it is fo much the infereft of the legis¬ 
lature to attend to, as the fureft means of improving the agriculture of the country, and 
promoting its exports. 

The Greek priefls in Hungary, and Illyria, are exaftly in the fame date as the Ro¬ 
man Catholic priefts were, in the time of Charlemagne, that great man who laid the 
firft grounds of national improvement in religion, and began his work with the priefi- 
hood. I doubt much whether moll of them can write and read, but I am fure they 
cannot reckon beyond three or four, without the help of the fingers, and know not the 
life of the pocket handkerchief. One ot thefe Ihepherdsof fouls, a Macedonian by tnrtn, 
who valued himfelf much on his knowledge of the Greek, and the reputation of his 
countryman, Alexander, took it imo his head to inftrua me, as a young man, in the 
hiftory of the Trojan war. He told me that a Trojan prince, having run away with a 
French princefs, the Greek and Roman Emperors, the King of France, and the feven 
Eie£tors, went to Troy and took the city after an aftonifliing long fiege, by means of a 
wooden horfe filled with armed men.—-The man had heard the hiftory by tradition, in 
Saloniki, or fome other town of his ignorant country, but had not read a Sngle old 
Greek author, or a fingle hiftory. Not with Handing this, he was looked upon as a 
wonder of learning by his colleagues. Spite indeed of their grofs ignorance, thefe 
priefts are held in greater veneration by the people, than either oracles of Delos or 
Delphi were. Thefe are true privileged thieves, who never fhew a fpark of underftand- 
ing but in the tricks they play to rob the people oi the fruit of their toil; but aie yet 
fo convinced of their pretenfions to the wool of their fheep, that they make no Icrupfo 
of taking the head with it, if the patient animals will not fuffer themfelves to be lb eared 
quietlv.° The Catholic priefts, who live at any diftance from the large towns, are little 
behind the Greeks in ignorance and ill manners, nor are they far behind them m bear¬ 
ing the fheep. Their whole library confifts of their breviary, and the only thing they 
ftudy is the Latin language. I happened to converfe with one of them who is extremely 
refpefled in his own diftrift, and really is diftingnilhed for a better undemanding and 
bet ter manners than the reft of them. The conversion turned on the German colomfts 
who go into Hungary. I alked them how they treated them when they could not bear 
the climate. His anfwer was, “ Damns Utis licentiam repatriandi” —-And now I mention 
thefe Germans, 1 cannot helpobferving to you how extraordinary it is, that whilft a third 
of North America is peopled by thefe wandering Germans, whilft one half the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Cape, Batavia, and Surinam, (the two laft fome of the molt unhealthy places 
any where to be found,) are Germans, who thus crofs extenfive feas to break up wafte 
lands or to get hard bread in the capacity of day labourers ; Hungry, which has work 
and bread for fo many millions, fbould receive fo few. Surely this muft be owing to 
the prevalence of greater barbarifms than any poor priefts barbarous Latin ; for as to 
the pretended caufe, unhealthinefs of climate, Hungary is no more unhealthy than fe- 
veral other climates, and the natives know how to take precautions againft the damps 
arifing from the moraffes. But the want of freedom in religion explains all; it is greatly 
owin^to this caufe that all the ufeful men emigrate, and leave Hungary only the worth- 
lefs one^ The great fault of this government is that they bamlh the Proteftants, who 
are the moft ufeful part of their fobjefis. Thefe indeed have little defire to fettle in a 
country in which they muft often go journies of feveral days, to fee a prieft of their own 
J perfuafion. 
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perfuafion, where they are not allowed to build a church, and where the hatred towards 
them and their religion effectually and perpetually excludes them from civil employ¬ 
ments* All thefe hindrances are removed under the gentle government of the Dutch 
and Englifh, who of courfe run away with all the ufeful emigrants, and leave Auftria 
only the worthlefs ones* The perfons who fettle in Hungary, are for the moft part 
abandoned fcoundrels from Bavaria, Suabia, Franconia, and the countries about the 
Rhine* On their arrival they commonly fquander the fmall fums of money they have 
ralfed at home, by the fate of their eftates, and as government takes little care about 
them, they generally die of grief, or diforders anting more from their diffipation than 
the climate. That part of them which happens to beg its way back again, reprefents the 
climate worfe than it is, as an excufe for having left it. This alfo deters many people 
from coming, Thofe who have money enough prefer America to Hungary, which by 
this means becomes the refuge of fuch only who have a few ducats to pay their paffage 
on the Danube. 

Thefe, however, fuch as they are, would dill be a confiderable gain to fo poor a coun¬ 
try as Hungary is, if government was fufficiently interefted in their fate to provide for 
the diftreffes they muff be expofed to from the danger of the climate and their own in¬ 
experience, and to give them fome affi fiance in their fir ft fettlemeot* There fhould be 
an office eftablifhed at Vienna, or Prefburg, where thefe wanderers (hoc Id be taught the 
firft rudiments of the art they have occafion for. They ihould be told in what places 
they are likely to meet with moft of their own countrymen, as nothing promotes coloni¬ 
zation fo much as when the new comers find perfons of the fame manners and language 
with themfelves, or with whom they are connected by the ties of friendfbip or relation- 
Jhip, The Germans, as it is well known, are fo divided amongft themfdves, that thofe 
of one circle look upon thofe of another as abfolute Grangers to them. All the Bava¬ 
rians ihould therefore be fettled in one diftrifl:, and the inhabitants of Franconia, Suabia, 
&e. in fo many others. Above all things, they fhould be taught to guard againft the 
dangers of the climate. Hungary is in itfeif not more unwholefome than Italy, Spain, 
the South of France, or any other warm country ; only as there are rnoraffes all over it,, 
the difference betwixt the heat of the day and the cold of the night muff of courfe be 
very fen fib le to a German ; but he has nothing to do but to imitate the natives, who 
follow what inftinft teaches them, and wear a warmer cloathing. The rich Hungary 
wines, likewiie, deftroy many a ft ranger, and they fuffer ftill more from the very pala¬ 
table, but dangerous melons, which are in fuch plenty that you may have them ahnofb 
for nothing. Where the body is confbntly weakened by the influences of a very warm 
fun, thefe fruits mult be very prejudicial, and the rather, as it is the cuftom here to 
eat them without bread* Againft all thefe dangers and difficulties the emigrant fhouk^ 
be fecured. 

The fmall fum of money which is given for the journey is not fuflicient to obviate 
thefe inconveniences ; on the contrary, the emigrants fhould have as little ready money 
as poffible, as they cannot know how to make a proper ufe of it in a new country, they 
mult eonfequently either be robbed of it or wafte it. What they ought to be fupplied 
with is wood for building, cattle, and corn; and it fhould be the peculiar duty of the 
civil and religious minifters of the ft ate, to affift them in their civil and religious necef- 
fities, It muft be confeffed, however, that the priefts and governors of Hungary are not 
the people fit for this bufinefs ; for if the court was to be at this expence, they would 
take care to be themfelves the gveateft gainers by it; but the court has hitherto manU 
fefted too fmall a defire for the cultivation of Hungary, to beftow much expence upon 
it; its principle has been to reap all it could without lowing any thing. If it had not 
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been for this, what has been fpent upon the conqueft of a very fmall part of Bavaria, 
would have brought in ten times more in a much fhorter time, by laying it properly oat 
on the cultivation of Hungary. 

The greateft fource of confidence for a Hungarian patriot is, that his prefont King 
feels the canneftion betwixt his own intereft and that of the flate. That heknows how 
to value liberty and mankind ; is blinded by no prejudice, will not fufFer his hands to 
be bound by any adherence to old cuftoms, and has flrength and refutation enough 
to attempt the Herculean labour of civilizing this important part of his hereditary do¬ 
minions. 


LETTER XXXI. 

Vienna, 

I TOLD you in my laft, that the great Hungarian nobility live entirely according to 
our ton. Our faflnons reach to the borders of Moldavia, and Wallachia, and from Pref- 
burg to Cronftadt, all tha t is called the fine world fpeaks our patois. Formerly they ufed 
their own language, at lea’ftto exprefs common things, but every body now gives dines, 
fmph , and dejunes. There are balls f are and balls mafqui ; every town with four or 
five houfes in it has its ajfemblees , and redmttes. The men play whift, and the women 
wear poudne a fa Marechale , and have vapours. The bookfellers fell Voltaire in fecret, 
and /lie apothecaries fell mercury openly. The men have an ami de la rnaifon for their 
wives, and the wives a fiile de chambre for their hufbands. They have men cooks, 
and maitre d’hotels; they have ballets, comedies, and operas, and they have debts upon 
debts. 

In the year 1740, when the Hungarian nobility took jhe field for their King Maria 
Therefa, the firtt fight of fuch troops ft ruck the French army with a panic. They had, 
indeed, often feen detachments of thefe diables d’Hongrie, as tliey ufed to call them, but 
a whole army of them drawn up in battle array—unpowdered, from the general to the 
common foldier—half their faces covered with long whilkers—a fort of round beaver 
upon their heads inftead of hats—without ruffles or frills to their fliirts, and without fea¬ 
thers—all elad in rough Ikins—monftrous crooked fabres, ready drawn and uplifted— 
their eyes darting flafhes of rage lharper than the beams of the naked fabres—was a 
fight our men had not been accuftomed to fee. Our oldelt officers ftill remember the 
impreffion thefe terrible troops made, and how difficult it was to make the tnen Band 
againft them, till they had been accuftomed to their formidable appearance. 

All this is now at an end, the Hungarian nobleman begins to leave off his long beard, 
and dreffes much after the French faffiion. 

It is remarkable enough, that whilft in imitation of the Hungarian foldier, the Huffar 
has become an effential part of the Pruffian army, and has alfo been received into the 
French regular troops, the true original is loft in his own country. Not one of the 
fourteen or fifteen regiments of Huffars in the Emperor’s fervice is made up entirely of 
Hungarians. Experienced officers have, it feems, thought fuch regiments could no 
longer be of any fervice; it may be fo, but it is certain that the Hungarian has entirely 
loft his fpirit by difcipline, for, like other wild men, he detefts the artificial arms againft 
which his ftrengtli and courage are of no avail, and if ever he ffiews himfelf in his native 
fiercenefs, it is only when the firing is over and he comes to clofe engagement. Here 
indeed the hero fometimes ftarts out again. But this was not enough to make the Hun¬ 
garians a match for the Pruffian Huffars in the Silefian war; on the contrary they al¬ 
ways proved inferior to them. — After all, however, if this laft change had not been 
' made. 
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made, it it certain that the prefent nobility of Hungary could not bring into the field, 
and maintain fiicll armies as were raifed in 1740. 

The Efterhazy, whofe eflnte amounts to above 6co,oco guilders a year. The Pale- 
fv, Scliaki, Erdoby, Sicby, Forgatfh, ICohari, Karoly, &c. and many others, who have 
from icojOco to aoo,coo guilders a year, are unable, notwithftanding thefe large eftates, 
to live within their incomes. The expences they have been put to by the political al¬ 
teration of maimers of the laft forty years, have reduced them to neceftitous dependance. 
The court, however, does not look upon even this weaknefs as a fufficient fecurity. The 
Hungarian regiments of infantry, amongft which there are likewife many Germans, and 
feveral regiments of Huffars, are conftantly quartered in Bohemia, Moravia, and the 
German cities; on the contrary, feveral of the German regiments, particularly the hea¬ 
vy horfe and the dragoons, are quartered in Hungary. There is no province in the he¬ 
reditary dominions of Auftria which has fo many troops in it as Hungary has, in pro¬ 
portion to its population and exports. This may in fome degree be owing to the cheap- 
Iiei's of provifion for man and horfe. If it be fo, in cafe of a war breaking out on the 
confines of Germany, the court lofes in a few weeks what it has been faying by this po¬ 
licy for many years; for the farced marches which the cavalry are obliged to make to 
their places of deftination, generally kill half the horfes before they have got there. For 
my own part I have little doubt but that the true motives of this allotment of troops are 
to make the Hungarians acquainted with the other members of the empire ; to extin- 
guifh their natural fpirit by the fight of numerous armies in every part of their country % 
to accuftoin them to fubordination ; and in fome degree, perhaps, to indreafe the con* 
fumption of the country, and fo promote the circulation of coin. 

The Englifh proceed upon a quite different plan j their principle is to keep up as 
much as poflible the national fpirit of the troops, from an idea that the interefts of the 
government are the fame as thofe of the people, and that they have nothing to fear from 
a mutiny. Upon this ground it is, that their patriots have taken up a notion, which 
no doubt will foon be realized, of making every regiment provincial, by quartering it 
conftantly in the county whofe name it bears, and by fuffering no man to be enlifted in 
it but thofe of that county ; whence they think a ftill greater degree of attachment to 
the native place will be produced. The Imperial council or war would not be pleafed 
with a project of this kind. It confiders it as a ftated maxim of policy, to fend the fol- 
dier as far as may be from the place of his birth, and to compofe the regiments of 
men taken from various countries. Thus different caufes have different cfiefls, and 
John Bull and Squire South ftill act upon different grounds. 

None of the Auftrian hereditary dominions have a national militia, excepting only the 
Bannat troops, or Illyrians; but thefe are only half foldiers, and their officers are at 
leaft for the mod part Germans or Hungarians. In rime of war, every Hungarian no¬ 
bleman, in proportion to his eftate, either raifes a number of men, of fends the money 
for them to the war department. Thefe recruits feldom form feparate bodies, but are 
incorporated with the reft of the army. Above all, care is taken that' the foldiers l'hould 
be free from all other ties, aiid only animated by the foul of the army, the wonder¬ 
working flick. - 

You inuft not however conceive this Palladium of the Auftrian army, this wondex- 
vorking flick, as the abfolute fme quo non . A few years filice, indeed, it ruled the great 
machine altogether; but now that has been brought into regular movements, ft is only 
looked up to with reverential awe and fubmifiion. According to a proclamation of the 
humane Emperor, the officers are to make as little pbyfical ufe of it as poflible. But as 
to moral purpofes, it is in all its glory, and its-idea takes place in the common foldier, 
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of all love of his country, all good humour, all fenfe of honour, all hope of advance* 
ment, and every Esther feeling. All his occupations bring him back to this idea, and 
f'rofn his A, B, C, to his logic, all he knows is comprifed in the two little words, ibou 

vuifi. 

There cannot be a doubt, but in obedience and Itrong fubordination, the principal 
ftrength of an army confifls; but is it impofiible to unite them with any idea of feeling 
for felf in the fubaltern and under ling ? Are fent intents of perfonal honour, of biavery, 
and of patriotifm, entirely prejudicial to an army ? Certainly not: and were it only to 
meliorate the condition of the poor foldier, were it only to make his hard fate lefs fevere, 
it lhould be the policy of princes to promote thole feelings which can fvveeten fo many 
bitter hours, and alone enable them to meet death. 

With the power which Aufiria now poffeffes, it might at one llroke cut off all the 
privileges of the Hungarian nobles, which are contrary to the good of the whole, and 
which it has beenfo many years endeavouring to undermine. A few hundred families 
would murmur for a few years, but the thing would not go beyond murmurs; the in¬ 
habitants of towns and the peafants would Hand up for the interefts of the court, which 
are their own. The religious auimofities, which formerly ferved as a pretence for an 
infurre&ion, no longer blinds the people to their real good; and open, liberal treat¬ 
ment would foon win over the nobility, whom the artifices now in ufe only alienate and 
corrupt. If once that part of their privileges, which militate againll the good of the 
whole, were well defined andiupprened by one fingle a£t of authority, they would then 
become fufceptible of patriotic virtues ; whereas, at prefent they look upon the govern¬ 
ment as bolide to them, and do nothing but what they are compelled to by power or 
bribes. In that cafe, the multitude of the nation would not be the moll abject Haves, 
nor the great the moll cruel defpots that are known. If, befides this, the court was 
to fpend the fums neeefiary on eftabliflnnents for education, and the priells of the feve¬ 
nd religions would endeavour to ellablilh them without perfection or partiality, in the 
next century Hungary would be one of the mod flourilhing countries in Europe. The 
Hungarian would no longer be poor, in the middle of a country abounding with every 
necelTary of life. The poverty of the people, and the excelhve riches of the nobility, 
would no longer offend the eyes of the humane by the fhocking disproportion between 
them. Then the court alfo would no longer object to the railing provincial regiments, 
as it would be confident with its intereds. The lively Croat, or Hungarian, animated 
by-the love of his country and a fenfe of duty, would no longer refufe to fubmit to pro¬ 
per difeipline ; all the army would be inipired with a fpirit, which diicipline alone can¬ 
not give, but which united to difeipline is the dronged fecurity for terror abroad and 
happinefs at home. • 

The Hungarians in general are extremely proper for a military life; they want no¬ 
thing to be perfett foldiers, but the kind of education which a good government might 
givethenti. The Croats particularly have all the requifites for fervice. Their mean 
height is fix feet; they are bony, flefhy, quick, and lively, and can bear the extremes 
of cold and hunger. In a word there are no better made men in Europe, notwith- 
danding which they are the mod miferable part of the Imperial army ; a fure fign that 
government either neglefts them, or-does not know how 1 to difeipline them properly. 
Sometimes it has been propoi'ed to incorporate them with other corps, but this would 
only be*to take away their natural advantages, and ftirnilli them with artificial ones in 
their dead. Such a change would put an end to their ufual way of life, to which they 
are indebted for their hardinefs. They commonly dwell fix or feven families under the 
fame roof. M their frugality enables them to bring up many children, they marry 
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early, in the vigour of their youth, and their children are the produce of their unim¬ 
paired manhood- Their juices are ltiil uncorrupt, and the definitive difiempers which 
poilbn thefources of life are not yet introduced amongft them. The patriarchal go¬ 
vernment (till fubfifts amongft: them, and the grandfather who has grown old amldft his 
children anti grand-children, {till retains an authority over them. As by this means 
their manners are preferved uncoirupt, nothing more is requifite than to humanize 
their priefts ; this would render them ufeful fubjets to rhe ftate, without commerce, 
manufactures, or arts, which th^ court has lately endeavoured to introduce amongft 
them, in my opinion not to their advantage; An education more fuitabie to the nature 
of their country, and their peculiar conftitution would by degrees deprive them of their 
natural ferocity, and they would became more tractable, in proportion as they acquired 
better notions of religion, agriculture, and the other things connected with their welt 
being. Their ferocity, the natural confequence of their barbarity, is the true reafon 
why they are fo averle to difdpline, and the only way of getting the better of this, and 
making them like the other f objects of the Houfe of Auftria fit for military fervice, is 
domeitic education: this alone can bring them out of their barbarity, without depriving 
them of their other advantages, 

Suppofe the new court was to adopt the other plan, and incorporate them with the 
other troops, fuppofe it was to make Oaves of them in the beft years of their lives, and 
when the voice of nature crieth moft loud, what would be the confequence? Accuftomed 
to all the vices which obtain in a handing army, they would con fume the vigour of their 
lives in pernicious indulgences; they would return to their native country corrupted 
with a variety of wants they did not know before. Having acquired a tafte for the pica- 
fures of forbidden love, they would either not marry at all or marry later than their an- 
ceftors ; all their domeftic ordinances would be abolifhed, nor would their wives be any 
longer diftinguifhed for their chartity. Their children would imitate them in their vices, 
and the confequence of ail would be, that in the fecond generation you would hardly be 
able to diftinginfh them ; and in the third, or at moft the fourth, not know them an 
all from the other fubjects of the empire, fo totally would they have loft the fize, Strength, 
frugality, and fine form, which now fo eminently diftinguifh them. To attempt the 
change propofed would be taking a dangerous leap from barbarous to civil life, and all 
that could be expected from it would be a broken limb, if not a broken neck, 
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LETTER XXXIir. 

Vienna. 

I HAVE given tnyfelf all the trouble pofliblp to come at an exa£ eftimate of the 
goods annually exported from, and imported into Hungary, and by that means to acquire 
a tolerable idea of the national richesbut the receipts of the cuftoms, the only ones 
by which you can form a good judgment, are either fo imperfectly or fo fecretly kept, 
that there is no depending upon them. All I can therefore fay upon the fubjedt mult 
conful of report and conjecture. I was a(Tured then by a creditable man, that the ex¬ 
ports amounted to twenty-four, and the imports to eighteen millions a year, making a 
balance of fix millions in favour of the country. With refpeft to the exports, I can fay 
nothing upon them with certainty, for the reafon I have juft given ; they are, indeed, 
. greater than 1 could have imagined, even from the pofitive calculations I have been able 
to make ; but if we compare the exports and imports, we {hall find it is impoflible but 
that rhe tormer fliould be ftated too high ; for with fuch a balance of trade as Hungary 
rnufl; by this means have, it ought to be one of the richeft countries in Europe, whereas 
- q 2 nothing 
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nothing is fcarcer than money in this country. Of the twenty millions of revenue which 
Hungary, together with Tran lyl vania and Illyria contributes to the Hate, three at the molt 
comes to Vienna, and the fums winch the few noble families that refide out of it carry 
from the country, are replaced by what foreigners in employment fpend in it; many 
millions therefore mult remain in Hungary, and if to thefe are added fuch a balance of 
trade as I have Hated, fuppofing it only to have continued five years, the country mutt 
be much richer than it is. 

If we conlider a little the variety of commodities which Hungary mu ft import from 
abroad, it is impoflible it Ihould have even an equal trade; it is obliged to purchafe al- 
raoft all the productions of art, befides an aftonifhmg number of thofe of nature. 
Clothes alone coft four or five millions of florins per annum wrought filks, linens and 
cottons as much more; coffee and fugar mult at leaft come to two millions and a half ; 
tin, glafs, colours, and drugs, mult coft them annually many millions. In this eftimate 
we do nut take in toys of every kind; foreign wines for the liquorifh palates of the great 
men, who cannot be contented with the admirable produce of their own vineyards; fo¬ 
reign horfes, coaches, harneffes, and a great many other foreign articles. The quantity 
of the natural productions, which Hungary on the other hand gives the ftranger, cannot 
come up to any thing like the fums thele articles mu ft coll. According to a rough cal¬ 
culation I have made, Hungary exports the value of about five millions and a half of 
oxen, fwine, and horfes, four millions of corn, hay, &c. three millions of wine, half a 
million’s worth of tobacco, filk, (molUy from Sclavonia,) citrons, chefnuts, and other 
fruits; and fome millions of minerals, efpecially copper; fo that if I fet the export at 
lixteen, and fhc imports gt eighteen millions, it will be much nearer the truth. 

?I do not think I do Hungary any injuftice by thus Hating its expences at two mil¬ 
lions ; its fituation, and the nature of its government, prevent it from making all the ufe 
poffible of the rich trealures it pofiefles ; and the high degree of luxury which obtains 
in all orders prevents its owing to its own induftry feveral articles which it procures from' 
the ftranger, though it might prepare them itfelf. Having juft told you the great fums 
annually paid for clothes, it will perhaps aftonifh you to hear, that there is no country 
in Europe fitter for breeding Ihcep than this is. Prince Eugene, who was as great a 
judge of political improvements as he was a general, perceived this, and having procured 
Jlieep from Arabia, gave himfelf all the trouble poffible to propagate the breed in the 
country of Ofen. The Emperors Charles and Francis made many wife regulations for 
the fame purpofe; but hitherto it has been unfuccefsful. The nobility, who poffefa 
ilmoft all the lands, are too proud and foolilh to attend to agriculture ; the farmers 
have no property, and the inhabitants of the towns are depreffed by religious perfe¬ 
ctions. 

The negligence of the police in not Hemming the torrent of luxury, is inconceivable. 
I have often been tempted to believe, that government did not think it worth its while 
to attend to the circumftances of this country, either becaufe it did not yield in propor¬ 
tion to its greatnels, or that the impetuous temper of the court was fuch, as not to allow 
cf any eftablifhments that were to produce fruit in after ages: be this as it may, whether 
the court is all for prel'ent enjoyment, or has not political wifdom enough to erett for 
futurity, the inftances of its negleft are molt glaring. I will lay one of them before you: 
NoUvithltanding the extreme poverty of the country, they allow the Jews to go about 
with coffee, fugar, tobacco, oil, and quack medicines of all kinds, from village to village, 
where they fell them in fiuall quantities, and much adulterated. 

The climate of the loutJfhn part of Hungary is extremely favourable to the growth of 
filk; but except in Sclavonia, which is not improved as it ought to be, mere grows 
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none?, notwithftanding the example of their neighbours the Venetians, and the facility 
of procuring mulberry trees from Italy- The only art which is carried to any degree 
of improvement is that of mining. Here all that mathematics could do has b°en adopted. 
You would be aftoniflied at the fight of the machines in ufe to clear the water from the 
pits, and to carry on the other neceffary operations. The gold and filver mines of Crenw 
nits and Shemnitz produce but little to the crown, owing to its keeping part of them 
in its own hands, and not farming the whole. There are other gold and filver mines in 
the country, but thofe of Tran fyl vania excel them all at prefent, and promile to do ftili 
more fo in future, I believe, however, that the court gets much more by the copper than 
it does by the gold and filver mines, specially fince the cuftom of flieathiog the men of 
war with copper has prevailed. Hungary is able to furnifii all Europe with copper; 
upon the whole, half of the four millions of florins which the country gets by its mines 
comes from Hungary. 

The country has an extraordinary appearance; it is inclofed on all Tides with high 
hills, in the midft of which are plains, which you may travel through for fome days^ 
without perceiving the leaf! elevation. You meet with immenfe deferts* in the injdft o! 
which, as in thofe of Tartary, are wild horfes. The woods are filled with wolves, an 
animal fcarce ever feeo in Suabia, Bavaria, or Audria. Near the banks of rivers, in 
the plains, there are moraffes, which here and there form lakes ; the drying up of thefe 
will be a great advantage to the country, by making its rivers navigable, adding great 
quantities of land to it, and purifying the air. The beads ai'e all very different from 
thofe of Germany ; the horfes are final), light, and not handfome, but uncommonly 
lively and ftrong ; a Hungarian ufes only three or four in going from Vienna to lur- 
key, in a conftant trot or gallop; their breed has been greatly improved in the ftuds of 
the nobility, in fsveral parts of the country. The oxen are the larged and mod beau¬ 
teous I have ever feen; they are all afli-colour, or white, and I do not recollect to have 
feen a red or brown one in the whole country; their fleih is remarkable well taded \ 
even the poultry are didm guiflied from thofe of other countries by their fize and fhape i 
in fhort, all that has breath here, atteds, either by its growth or its agility, the wonder¬ 
ful vigour of nature. 

The artificial appearance of the country is as remarkable as the natural. In one 
place, perhaps, you fee palaces upon which art has exhaufted all its magnificence, and 
within a few paces you come to countries where men dwell in caverns under ground 
like the wild beads. At Prefburg^Port, and Ofen, which are the larged cities in the 
country, and each of which contains 30,000 men, you believe yourfelf in the mod en¬ 
chanting country in the world ; and within a few miles of their gates, you feem to be in 
Mingrelia. 

The ftrongeft proof pofflSle that the country is miferable, is the contrad of extreme 
poverty with extreme riches, and the more driking that contrad is, the greater is the 
mifery. A people may be very poor, and yet very happy; but when amidit draw huts, 
which hardly protect their inhabitants from wind and weather, you fee marble palaces 
towering to the clouds, when in the midfl of immenfe vviiderneiles tenanted by miser¬ 
able Ikeletons, who hardly find roots in the fields to keep body and foul together, you 
meet with gardens with fountains in them, grottos, parterres, terrafies, datues, and coftly 
pifturcs; it is a fure fign that one part of the inhabitants live by pillaging the reft. 

Not long after my arrival here, I made a party of pleafure to the caftle of Count 
Efterhazy, which lies a< about a cay’s journey from Freiburg, 6 Without a doubt, you 1 
are already acquainted with it from Moore’s travels. There is no place in France, Ver- 
failles alone excepted, fo magnificent as this; the caftle is immenfely large, and full of 
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every fumptuous article of expence that can be conceived. The garden contains every 
thing that human wit has invented for the improvement, or* as you may call it, the per- 
verfion of nature. The pavilions of all kinds appear like the habitations of fo many 
fairies, and every thing is fo much above what you meet with in general, that you think 
you are dreaming when you behold it* ^fhail not attempt to give you an exaft deferip- 
lion of what 1 favv here, but mud however ohferve, that to the eyes of one who does not 
profefs himfelf a connoifleur, there appeared to be Comewhat too much. I recollect, 
that die walls of a Sala-Tcrrina were painted with figures twelve ieet high, which to 
a foil of the earth, as I am, appeared much too lofty for the fize of the room, lknow 
how much you are for the great dyle, and remember all you ufed to din into my pro¬ 
fane ears about the fine forms of the Romanfchool, but yet, 1 thiukif-yon had been here, 
you would have thought this other too great a ftyle* 

What renders the magnificence of this place dill more drildng, is the very extraordi- 
nary con trad of it with the country round. The lake of JSfeuJiedler^ which is not far 
frem the cadle, forms a large niorafs, which extends for the fpace of feveral miles, and 
threatens in time to lay the great edifice under water, as it has already done great part 
of the country, which was formerly very productive. The inhabitants of the country 
itmtid have the appearance of fo many ghods, and are regularly plagued with agues 
every year. About half the money which the prince has laid out in beautifying his 
cadle, would not only have been fufficient to drain the fens, but would have taken as 
much land again from the lake. As this is ever upon the encreafe, there is great rea- 
Ion to fear it will entirely overflow the .low country : the only way to prevent this, will 
be by making a canal to communicate with the Danube, anenterprize which would do 
the prince more honour than all the trifles he has been about. Within lefs than a day’s 
journey from the cadle, on the other fide, you will meet the Kalmucks, Cherokees, 
Hottentots, and inhabitants of Term del Fuego y in all their feveral occupations and 
Situations. 

Unwholcfonie as the country is, particularly in fpring and winter, and though the 
princehimfelf has the ague very often, yet is he thoroughly fatisfied, that there is not a 
finer or more wholefome fpot under the fun. His cadle dands quite alone, and he fees 
nobody but dependants, or ft rangers who come for the purpofe of admiration. The 
prince has apuppet-fhew theatre, which is really extraordinary in its kind, for the pup* 
pets perform whole operas. You really do not know whether you ihould wonder or 
laugh mod, when you lee the Didone , the Akejie al Brao, played throughout by puppets. 
The princess orcheftrajs one of the bed 1 have yet heard. The great Haydn is his 
eompofitor; and he has got a poet, who is often very fortunate. The fecne-painters 
too are diftinguifhed men \ in a word, the thing itfelf is little, but all theappendagesare 
very great. The prince often hires a company of drolling players, and keeps them for 
a month to play to him, and bis fervants compnfe all the audience. Thefe gentlemen 
appear upon the ftage with their hair about their ears, and the d redes it pleafes fporting 
fortune to furnilh them with at the time ; but it aJi does very well, for the prince is not 
fond of grand tragic movements, but on the contrary, delights in any extempore pieces 
of wit, which thefe gentlemen may ftrike out, or which may be druck out for them. 
This prince has alfo a body-guard, compofed of very fine men. I was very forry that 
1 could not fee the famous Haydn, who was gone to Vienna to conduit a large concert, 
it is faid, the prince has given him permiiiioa to make a journey to England, France, 
and Spain, where he will be received as his merits deferve, and get enough to com^ 
home with his purfe well filled. He has a brother, who is Maejlro di Capella at Straf- 
burg, a man of as much genius as Haydn himfelf, but who has not induftry enough to 
arrive at the lame degree of reputation. LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIV.' 


Vienna: 

I SHOULD not have faid fo much of Hungary, had I not recollected, that you com 
fider it as an unknown country. What I have to fay of the other parts of the heredi¬ 
tary dominions of the Houfe of Auftria will be fo much the fhorter. 

Auftria, properly fo called, has throughout the appearance of a happy country; here 
are no figns ol the Unking contraft betwixt poverty and riches, which offends fo much 
in Hungary. All the inhabitants, thofe of the capital only excepted, enjoy that happy 
mediocrity, which is the confequence of a gentle and wife adminiftration. The farmer 
has property ; and the rights of the nobility, who enjoy a kind of lower judicial power, 
are well defined. The fouth and fouth-weft parts of the country are bounded by a 
ridge of hills, the inhabitants of which enjoy a ihare of profperity, unknown to thole of 
the interior parts of France. I faw feveral villages on the banks of the Danube, whofe 
inhabitants dwelt in ftone houfes. A fure fign of their well-being, is their eating meat 
almoft every day, and roaft meat once or twice a week. There are many villages and 
market towns, the inhabitants of which have bought themfelves off from vaffalage, are 
now their own governors, and belong fome of them to the eftates of the country j 
atnoiigfl: thefe is the beautiful town of Stockeraw, about, which is one of the prettied; 
countries I have yet feen. The cloyfters, the prelates of which belong to the eftates of 
the country, are thericheft in Germany, after the immediate prelacies and abbacies of 
the empire. v 

The cloyfters are fome of the richeft in Germany. One of the great convents of Be-- 
nedictines is worth upwards of four thoufanu millions of French tivres, half of which 
goes to the exchequer of the country.. A monk of this clovfter, with whom I was con- 
verfing on the ftate of religion, endeavoured to convince me of its decreafe fince the 
reign of Charles VI. by telling me, that in thofe times they paid only five or fix thoiiiand 
florins to the ftate, whereas now they pay near ten times as much. There are no great 
hopes that this thermometer will ftand ftill under the prefent Emperor; on the con¬ 
trary, it is rather to be feared that it will fall to nothings Klofterneuburg, Pollen, Got* 
tevaich, and fome other prelacies, are as warm as that I have juft mentioned. 

Lower Auftria yearly exports more than two millions worth of guilders of wine to 
Moravia, Bohemia, Upper Auftria* Bavaria, Saltzburg, and part of Styria and Carin- 
ihia. This wine is four, but has a great deal of ftrength, anil may be carried all over 
the world without danger j when it is ten or twenty years old it is very good. Notwith- 
ilanfiing this, however, all this trade would be knocked up at a blow, if the exportation 
of the Hungary wines was not reftrained by fevere prohibitions. 

Thefe limitations, of which I have laid fomefhing to you in a former letter, make' 
part of a plan, which was probably originally devifed.by the priefts, and which the nobles 
have helped them to make perfeft. It is an ancient, law, and the peafant fhall introduce 
no alterations on his eftate. He is not allowed to root up his vines and turn his land 
to tillage or paflyre. There is no doubt, but this extraordinary law took its rile from 
the tithes paid to the clergy ; as thefe were always to be paid in kind, they of courfe 
oppofed every degree of alteration. Were the law now to be altered, many eftates 
would certainly lofe a great deal by it, but others would beincreafed in proportion; for 
inftance, a great number of the fafl'ron fields, the cultivation of which is always trouble- 
fome and expenfive, would be turned to ether and better purpoJes. Even in Krems, 
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where the belt faffron grows, the inhabitants complain exceedingly of being obliged to 
cultivate this commodity* There are likewife lev era! other articles* fuch as flax, hemp, 
tobacco, and the like, which the farmer might grow were it not tor this prohibition, 
which alfo prevents him from taking the ad vantage "of the markets, and varying the 
produce of his land in proportion as the value of the things changes. With regard to 
agriculture itfelf, every Ipedes of prohibition is detrimental; all that the legifhture has 
to do is to remove natural obftacles ; when this is done, nature will do the left of her- 
felf. This country is very well peopled, Mr. Schlofier 3 in his political journal, which 
contains an account of the population of Auftria, eft i mates that of this country at 
2j i c0,000 men. For my part, I confider this efHmate as much too large ; but the fa 61 
is, that partly from the ignorance, and partly from the pride of people here, who love 
to fwcll and magnify'every thing that belongs to the country, it is extremely difficult io 
get at the truth, A granger, however, who has been here fome time, and has ft tidied 
whatever belongs to the country very accurately, affured me that the population of 
Upper and Under Auftria together did not amount to more than j,8oo,ooo men. If 
you include the inhabitants of the capital in the number, (till this will be a very confider- 
able population. 

The revenue of this country is about 14,000,000 of florins, of which the city of Vi¬ 
enna contributes above five, as one man in the capital earns as much as three in the 
country. 

The fouthern parts of Auftria are covered with hills, which rife gradually from the 
banks of the Danube to the borders of Stiria, and are covered with woods. They lufe 
themfelves in the mafs of mountains which run to the fouth of Germany, and ftretch 
through all Stiria, Carniola, Carinthia, and Tyrol, tathe Swifs Alps, and are probably*, 
after Savoy and Switzerland, the higheft part of the earth. 

The inhabitants of this extenfive ridge of mountains are all very much alike, they are 
a ftrong, large, and the goitres excepted, a very handfome people. The people of Ty¬ 
rol, whom 1 vifited in an excurfion from Munich, diftinguifh themfelves by their dili¬ 
gence. Some drive a trade with figures made of ituccoasfar as Holland ; others make 
works in ftone and wood for the churches; another part of them travel through Ger¬ 
many with Italian wares and fruits, and bring home a large quantity of money* A 
fourth fet deals in quack drugs, falves, wonder-working pills, offences, tinftures, &c. 

Notwithftanding its woods and the hilts covered with fnow, Tyrol is well inhabited and 
well peopled. It contains about fix hundred thoufand fouls, and pays the ftate about 
3,000,00o of florins. The filver and copper works at Schwals are one of the mod pro¬ 
fitable things in the Emperor's hereditary dominions, and the fait works at Halle yield 
annually about 300,000 florins, 

Infpruck is a fine city, containing fourteen thoufand inhabitants. Boffen is the mod 
confiderable after this. They had formerly very fine fairs, but thefe have been entirely 
ruined by thecuftoms ; all Tyrol complains of and curies the cuftoms. 

The Carinthians excel the other inhabitants of thefe mountains in ftrengtb and fize. 
They are like their horfes, which are reckoned the ftrongeft in Europe, and never tire. 
Their bread is made of maize; and their land produces the heft fteel known, which 
the Eoglifh ufefor their works. The population coniifts of Four hundred thou¬ 
fand fouls. The inhabitants of Carinthia, Gortz, and the Auftrian Iftria, may be fet at 
five hundred thoufand. Stiria contains about feventy thoufand inhabitants. Gratz, the 
capital, is a fine city ; there are perfons in it who who have from 30 to 40,000 florins 
income, and the luxury that prevails is not to be deferibed. They have four regular 
meals, viz, at morning, noon,' evening, and night. Ducks and chickens are the ordi- 

nary 


RTESBECK’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. JJt 

nary food of the common citizens. They made me almoft lick only with the fight of 
their parties,- farte, ragouts, &c. They talk of nothing but the kitchen and the cellar j 
and, their attention to the preparation of their dinners only excepted, do not feein many 
degrees above orang-outangs. The other luxuries are in proportion. This is the great 
mart for all indecent and irreligious books. Hence they are exported into the reit of 
the country. You find villages in Tyrol entirely inhabited by Actuaries ; they will, how¬ 
ever, always be more famous for their capons than their learning. You may have a 
capon here for 20 creutzers, a pair of fine chickens for 10 or 12, a bottle of very good 
wine for 12, and a pound of rye bread for one. Gratz and the fuburb's contain about 
thirty thoufand inhabitants. 

The country is cultivated to the top of the highert hills. Though parturage is the 
principal bufinefs of the people, the land produces corn enough to nourifh its numerous 
inhabitants, or if there is ever the lead want, they are fopplied From Hungary almoft for 
nothing. The flax and hemp, which have been introduced here, as well as in Carin- 
thia, are extremely good, and produce very large fums. The mines employ a great 
number of people, and as they are worked very cheap anfwer extremely well. Indeed 
the whole of the country is favourable to this kind of bufinefs. The hills are covered 
with wood, which in general corts no more than the expence of cutting down and trans¬ 
porting to the place where it is to be uled in the furnaces. Sometimes too it is floated 
by the rivers without any expence of tranfporting at all. The numerous brooks in the 
valleys afford opportunities of erecting the furnaces near the pits, fo that every thing 
contributes to fave ex pence. The belt mineral of the country is iron, of which they 
make an excellent fteel. 

The nuniber of thofe who have the goitre, and the fize of it, is more remarkable in 
Stiria than in Carinrhia, TJkrania, or the Tyrol. Some think this diforder owing in 
part to the fnow and ice water, and in part to the particles of earth and ftone with 
which the wells of the country are impregnated. Others will have it, that it arifes from 
the cuftom of feafoning the meat a great deal, and drinking cold water afterwards. I 
beg leave to add a fourth caufe, and leave all to operate together for the production of 
this phenomenon. The caufe i mean is the cold, to which all the inhabitants are ex- 
pofed. You know that the folar rays, being reflected on all Tides by the hills which 
encompafs the valleys, occafion an extraordinary heat. I recolleCt, as I have been wan¬ 
dering through narrow valleys, to have breathed an air fo glowing, that it feemed to 
come from a furnace. Whenever, therefore ,> there is the leaft motion in the air, the 
preffure will make it more fenftbly felt than on higher vales or hills, where it can ex¬ 
pand more; the cold is conftquently greater. Now as thefe people commonly go with 
their necks and throats bare, whenever there is a cool current, the weak part of the 
throat is the firft attacked by the moifture, and the perfpiration there is flopped. 

It is an obfervation which has been made in Valois, Savoy, and other countries, that 
the inhabitants of the lower vallies are more expofed to this evil, than thofe which live 
higher up. This, no doubt, mull be owing to the more frequent changes of air in the 
low grounds, whereas higher up it always continues cool. There are alfo a kind of 
ideots in this country, who can hardly fpeak, and are only fit for the labours of the 
field. Their number is great, and the neglect with which they are treated, whilfl; they 
are young, may probably have tended to increafe their ftupidity. 

All the Inhabitants of thefe hills are freemen, who have long fince fiiaken off the feu¬ 
dal yoke, under which the greateft part of Europe ftill groans. The marks of their 
freedom are very vifibie, for, ill as this country has been treated by nature, in com- 
parifon with its neighbour Hungary, it is every where much belter cultivated, and more 
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Tv.nulous than the latter. When you fee the farmer here force his nourifliment from 
the almoft bare rocks, and think of the beautiful plains m Hungary that lay wade and 
uncultivated, the value of property and liberty ftrikes you in its full force. Me 
countries and Auftria are not half as large as Hungary, and yet they not only yield a 
much greater revenue than that does, but there is an appearance of eafy circumhauces 
throughout, of which the Hungarians have no notion. O that governors would but 
fee how much the intereft of the governed is united with their own . . . . 

The charaaeriftic of the inhabitants of all this country 1$ linking bigotry, united with 
flrikino- fenftiality. You need only fee what is going forwards here to be convinced, 
that the religion taught by the monks, is as ruinous for the morals as it is repugnant to 
Chriftianitv. The Gidfbeos accompany the married women from their beds to church, 
and lead them to the very confeffional. The pilgrimage to Manazell is a ceremony half 
religious and half profane, with which the ladies of Gratz are highly delighted, i heir 
lovers generally accompany them there; in fhort, it is to the people or this coun ry 
what Bath, and the other water-dnnking places, are to the reft of f-urope. A niend 
or mine had the honour to accompany a lady who went there with her lover. As it 
was expeded that the next day, being the feaft of the Virgin, there would be great 
crowds at confeffion, the lady was allied, whether it would not be better to expedite 
matters over night: “ No,” anfwered ffic, “ for if I do, 1 ffiall have to confers again to¬ 
morrow morning, before 1 can go to the facrament with a pure conference. She was 
nreffed to anticipate a confeffion, but this it Teems would not do. 1 he women of faffiion 
make no more fcruple of fpeaking of their lovers in public companies than thole of Vi¬ 
enna do A cicitbeo is, it feems, as much the falhion as Hungary water. T he women 
of this place are not like the French ones, who let their lovers langmth a great while; 
on the contrary, they are eafily gained. Their lovers are chiefly officers, or high 
churchmen, between which orders, on this account, there is a conftant nvality and 


J The bigotry of the public in thefe parts, which, from the mixture of gallantry with 
it is ftill To be found even ainongft people of rank, degenerates amongft: the common 
people into the groffeft and moft abominable buffoonery. The Winda, who are mixed 
with the Germans in thefe countries, diftinguiffi themfelves by a fuperditions cuftotn, 
that does little honour to the human underftamhng, and would be incredible, if we had 
not the moft unequivocal proofs of the before our eyes. Many years ago, they fet 
out, in company with feme Hungarian enthuhafts, to Cologne on the Rhine, which is 
about one hundred and twenty German miles diftant, to cut off the beard of a crucifix 
there. Every feven years this operation is repeated, as in this fpace of time the beard 
grows again to its former length. The rich perfons of the affociation fend the poorer 
ones as their deputies, and the magiftrates of Cologne receive them as ambaffadors from 
a foreign prince. They are entertained at the expence of the ftate, and a counfellor 
fliews them the moft remarkable things in the town. I know not whether we ought to 
laugh moft at the remote town of Cologne, or at thole poor peafants. There is, in¬ 
deed, feme excufe for the former, as the farce brings in large funis of money at ftated 
times’ and may therefore deferve political encouragement, but ftill, however, it is the 
moft ’miferable and meaneft way of gain that can be imagined. Thefe IT 7 »efer have 
aione the right to ffiave our Saviour, and the beard grows only for them. They firmly 
believe, that if they did not dtr this fervice to the crucifix, the earth would be fliut to 
them for the next feven years, and there would be no harvefts- For this reafon they 
are obliged to carry the hair home with them, as the proof of having fulfilled their com- 
miffion & the returns of which are diftributed amongft the different communities, and 
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preferred as holy reliques. The Imperial court has for a long time endeavoured urmn 
£ prevent this emigration, which deprives agriculture of To many ufefu hanus. When 
1 P Mcould not go openly, they would go clandeftmely. At length the court 
thought of the expedient of forbidding the regency of Cologne to let them enter the 
mwn° This happened fix years ago, and the numerous embafiy was obhged to beg ns 
wav hack again without the wonderful beard, f which, without doubt, the capuchins, to 
3S the crucifix belonged, ufed to put together from them own. In future they wil 
not moft probably, run the danger of travelling lo far for nothing. I do not hear but 
That fine J this accident, the com has come up as well as it did before ; but whether the 
beard is (till growing or not I cannot fay. I could give you fil l more finking traits of 
fhe fuperfiition of the inhabitants of the inner partsof Auftria, but as this furpaffes them 
2 \\ t may ferve as a fufficient meafure of the human undemanding in thefe parts. 1 tie 
trade which thefe monks carry on with holy fakes, oils, &c. is fill very confidence 
a prohibition of the court, lately publilhed, has rather leflened it but it cannot be en~ 
riiSy fuppreffed till next generation. It is now earned on fecretly, but perhaps to nearly 
as great an amount as formerly. 


LETTER XXXV. 


Vienna. 


AS there were fome of the provinces of the hereditary dominions of the Hoiife of 
Auftria which I did not vifit, you muft content yourfelf with fuch accounts of their po¬ 
pulation and commerce as I have been able to colled, partly from public papers, and 
partly from conversions with fenfible men. In order to give you an idea of their com¬ 
parative merits, we will firft call our eyes upon the whole Mr. Schloffer, whofe ufeful 
betters 1 have already mentioned, and Hull have occafion to fpeak more of hereafter, gives 
a lift of the refpeftive populations of the Auftnan monarchy, according to which the 
whole amounts to twenty-feven millions. 1 fancy he is now convinced himfelf that his 
correfpondent faw the fubjeSs of Auftria through a magnifying glafs. As feveral parts 
of this lift have been amended from better accounts: thus, for mftance, m Aulhnn, 
Poland and Bukowina, they now reckon only two million eight hundred thoufand 
fouls ; whereas, in the firft lifts, they were reckoned at three millions nine hundred 

number of thefe PoUtiall-etters’’ contains anotherlift. rtich ferns to 
me to approach much nearer to the truth; for though the populamm of pamcular pare 
■ u i-L rnn h\vh this is made up for by the onnffion of the particular provinces of 
lilyna and Bukowina, which are entirely left out. The following lifts I have in a great, 
meafure from the belt hands : 


Hungary, with the now annexed 1 cmci «var 
Illyria 

Tranfylvania 

Auftrian Poland, together wuh Bukowina 

Bohemia 

Moravia 

Silefia 

Carried forward 
r a 


Souls* 

5,400 3 coo 
i s 4oo*qoo 
1,000*000 
2*800*000 
2 , 100,000 
J *QOo'QOO 
200 , 000 . 

13,900^00° 


Upper 
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Souls* 

13,900,000 
700*000 

X *000*000 
30O s O0O 
60O3OOO 
I jSoOjQCO 
V 1 , 200,000 


1 9,500,000 

I will not infill; upon it that this lift is fo accurate as to make it a great violation of 
truth, to give round numbers, and ftate the whole at twenty millions; but I would not 
believe in more than twenty millions, if all the privy counfellors in the empire faid it 
together, 

ft only requires eyes to fee, that the territories of Auftria are not fo well peopled 
Throughout as France is. The difference in the fize of the two countries is inconfider- 
able. How then is it pofiible that Auftria fliould be as well peopled as France (which 
hardly contains twenty-four millions) when the greateft part of it has no confiderable 
manufactures, and in great part of Hungary and Poland there are not even hands to do 
the neceffary work ? Agriculture, in however flourilhing ftate it be in a country, does 
not render it as populous as manufactures do. The fphere of the former is contracted, 
that of the latter not. You would fill a large tra£t of country with the men who inhabit 
one of our large manufacturing towns. But befides this, the agriculture of Hungary 
;nd Auftrian Poland, which make abo ve one half of the Imperial dominions is not nearly 
fo good as that of molt of our provinces. In France the towns are at leaft as full again 
of inhabitants as thofe of the Auftrian dominions, and yet the country, take it altogether, 
is well peopled. It is only thofe parts of the hereditary dominions of Auftria, that are 
German, which can vie with France in agriculture and population. 

Some of the dataon. which the lifts which make the population of Auftria amount to 
twenty-feven millions are founded, are truly ridiculous. For inftance, Mr. Sch toiler's 
correfpondent will have it that the Auftrian Netherlands contain four millions; though 
the United Netherlands which are fo much larger and moft uncommonly peopled, do 
not contain more than two millions five hundred thoufand inhabitants. The circum¬ 
ference of all the Auftrian Netherlands contains, at moft, five hundred German fquare 
miles. According to this account, therefore, each fquare mile would contain eight 
thoufand men ; and as Luxemburg arid the northern parts of Brabant are confefiedly 
but thinly peopled, the remaining provinces mult have at leaft ten thoufand fouls in every 
fquare mile; a population, I will venture to fay, not to be met with in any part of Eu¬ 
rope, tfye environs of London, Naples, and Paris, not excepted. In a journey I made 
to Holland, I was affured from good information at Bruffels, that the population of the 
Auftrian Netherlands amounted only to one million eight hundred thoufand fouls, and 
this is a great deal; as even, according to this ftatement, there will be three thoufand 
fix hundred men for every geographical German fquare mile. 

The ftatement of the income of the Iloufe of Auftria, which Mr. Schloifer gives us 
is accurate as far as it goes, but is not quite perfefl:. He does not reckon Illyria, Lom¬ 
bardy, and the Netherlands ; and the exports from Hungary and Tianfylvania are put 
rather under the mark, I fancy the following will turn out a pretty accurate account: 

1 4 Baimat 


Brought forward 

Upper and Lower Auftria, and Styria 
Carniola, Ukrania, Gorts, and litria 
Farther Auftria and Falkenftein 
Tyrol 

Netherlands 

Lombardy 
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Bannat 

Tranfylvania 

Illyria - - 

Poland, together with Bukowina 

Bohemia 

Moravia 

Siiefia - 

All the circles of Auftria 

Netherlands 

Lombardy, 


I mperid, 
1,500,000 
3,000,000 
6,000,000 
1,200,000 
21,400,000 


500,000 

700,000 


32,700,000 

7,000,000 

8,000,000 


82,000,000 


Thefe 82,000,000 of Imperial guilders make about 98,400,000 Rhenifli guilders, or 
about 21 5,000,000 of French livres; which is about 145,000,000 livres lei's than the in¬ 
come of our court, (the colonies not included,) and about as much as the revenue of Great 
Britain. When we confider that France contains about 4,000,000 more inhabitants than 
Auftria does, that its commerce is much more flourilhing, and that Hungary and Illy¬ 
ria yield fo little in proportion to their fize, the proportion of the produce of the two 
countries will be thought pretty near the truth. 

The account of the expenditures which Mr. Schlofier’s correfpondent has fubjoined 
to his account of the revenue is notoriouily falfe. The expellees of the army are laid at 
17,000,000 of guilders j but though, in proportion to the ftrength of the two coun¬ 
tries, the army of this court cofts a third Iefs than ours does, the Emperor’s military 
expences, including the large magazines and recruiting money, come to 28,000,000 a 
year. Some perfons of credit make the fum ftill larger. Mr. Schloffer’s correfpondent 
flates the penfions only at a million; but it is eafy to fee that as much again may be 
given in penfions, and yet none of thofe who mult neceffarily fubfifl by the bounty of 
the court be much richer. Befides all this, the account of the expenditure mud be 
falfe j for Mr. Schloffer’s correfpondent has made it agree with the revenue, which he 
has ftated at 27,000,000 guilders lefs than it really is. 

I recoiled to have read in a fpeech fpoken in parliament by an Englilh minifter, who 
wanted to fhew the rank his country held in the fyftem, a comparative ftate of the reve¬ 
nues of the feveral great powers in Europe. He eftimated the revenue of France at 
twelve, that of Great Britain at nine, that of Rullia at feven, and that of Auftria at fix 
millions fterling. This is filly enough ; but it is not as abfurd as what is faid by Lin¬ 
gua who, in his annals of Europe, ventures to entertain a doubt, whether Auftria has 
power enough to fecure the weft of Europe from the danger of a Turkilh invafion; and 
therefore gracioufly advjfes the other European powers to help this houfe to a flice of Ger¬ 
many orTurkey, in order to enable it to meafure fpearswith the Turk. Auftria is ftillwith- 
out doubt the fecond power of Europe. The revenue of Ruffia confifts of 32,000,000 
of rubles, which, according to the prefent value of the ruble, does not amount to more 
than 64,000,000 of Imperial guilders. No doubt but Ruffia may do aftonifhing things 
with its income at home, where the firft neceffaries of life are alfo cheap; but it has not. 
nearly the number of refources to carry on operations out of its own borders as this 
court has. The times of Leopold and Charles VI. have long been gone by. Within 
this laft twenty years a change has taken place in the adminiftration of the Imperial fi¬ 
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nances, which will aftonifti the world, as foon as this court has an opportunity of {hew¬ 
ing its power. I do not believe it wants as much time as Ruflia wanted when it begun 
the laft war to be a full match for the Turks. As the revenue of Great Britain was 
nearly equal to that of this country, previous to the breaking out of this war, but has 
been a little leflenfcd by the lofsof America, Auftria has no rival to fear, even ac pre- 
fent, but Francej but the former is a rifing power, and in fifty years time the two 
crowns will be nearly equally ftrong. Though it be true, that Ruffia does contain fome 
millions of men more than the Aufirian monarchy, there are amongft the former fe~ 
veral Kamtfchatdales, Samoides, and Laplanders, who are of little more political eftima- 
tion than their cattle. Both powers are making bafty ft rides to greatnefs, and in the 
next century will probably play the parts which France and England played from the 
end of the laft to the middle of this, that is, the quiet and balance of Europe will de- 
pend upon them. This court will not fufter the Ruffian to take one ftep, without taking 
the fame, or perhaps two, as was the cafe in the partition of Poland, which I now know 
for certain, originated in this country, Ruffia bore all the expences of the Turkifh* 
or to fay better, of the Pali Hi war ; and when matters came to a divifion, Auflria gained 
more than Ruflia and Pruffia together. The Aufirian part of Poland, together with 
Bukowina, which was taken from the Turks, is not larger than the {harewhich Ruffia 
had ; but it contains more men, and produces at leaft half as much again as the Ruffian 
and Pruffian parts put together. According to the beft accounts, the Ruffian part con¬ 
tains only two millions one hundred thoufand, and the Pruffian fix hundred and fifty 
thoufand ; whereas in the Aufirian, as I have ftated them, there are two millions eight 
hundred thoufand fouls. BefiJes this larger population, Auftria has likewife the advan¬ 
tage of the very productive {alt-works of Wielitfka, and the greateft part of Poland is 
dependent upon it for this neceflary of life. The ftrength of Auftria is compaft ; but 
that of Ruffia is broken. They talk here of a partition of Turkey, as a thing refolved 
on by the two Imperial courts, and even the public papers begin to mention it; but I 
do not believe it, as it is well known that there was a plan of the fame kind formed by 
the two courts in the year 1730. Should there, however, beany thing in it, and ihould 
not our court have a power to conjure the ftorni, this would probably be the laft treaty 
of friendfhip between Auftria and Ruffia ; for as foon as the Porte (ball be deftroyed, 
and the two Chriftian empireshave their limits on the borders oi the Black Sea, they 
muft of neceifity grow jealous of each other, as with refpeft to trade, and other circum- 
ftances, they will be exaflly in the fame fituaiionas France and Great Britain were in, 
with regard to each other, 

LETTER XXXVI. 

BY degrees the Emperor begins to fhew a little of the plan which he has fo long kept 
concealed in his own breaft. You muft not expect me to give you a circumftanrial ac¬ 
count of the new regulations which have appeared, or will appear in future. 1 think of 
Jeaving this town nexf w-eek ; but you will have quicker and more complete intelligence 
from the newfpapers, than I can give you on my travels. Certainly our chafte French 
Gazette is not the channel to convey matters of this kind to you \ it will indeed inform 
you very circumftantially, that the Emperor went one day to church, another day a hunt¬ 
ing, and a third to the concert; that he let his hand be kifled, and what coat, or great 
coat he wore in one and the other place. You will not hear by this channel* of the 

laws 
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laws relating to toleration, of the abolition of cloifters, of the diminution of the papal 
authority ■ you will not hear that liberty is promifed to every feftary to worth p God m 
his own way ; that Auilria has become independent of all foreign influence; that mon- 
kerv is no more; that the clergy are become the lervants of the [late: the abolition, 
too of feudal tenures ; the diminution of the pernicious privileges of the nobles; the 
reform in the courts of jutlice ; greater fimpUcity in all the operations of government; 
univerfal and rigid ceconomy ; advancement of philofcphy ; extenlion of civil liberty 
and patriotic feelings; encouragement of merit; all thefe things are attended to by Jo- 
feph with a zeal and fteadinefs which will render Auilria in a fliort time, the altomih- 
ment of the world, and one of the moil flouriihing and mighty empires in it- 

Perhaps you will atk what is to become of the arts ? Wilt there alfo be academies of 
mfcriptions and belles lettres; Arcadian affemblies, academies of pamting and (latuary ? 
Moll certainly there will. One of the latter is an old inftitution ; ana as roi the others* 
tliere are as many able fubjefts here as at Paris. Here are perfons enough who have 
time and talents fufficient to make each other fenfelefs compliments in periodical publi¬ 
cations • to make parties to raife fome infipid performance, the author of which has 
flattered their vanity into repute, and to opprefs a writer of merit, who has ventured to 
difoute their judgment. Nor are there wanting perfons who are capable of giving the 
moft old faihioned thought an air of novelty, or publilhing mutilated tranilations as 
their own works. It is indeed but eight or ten years fince moil of the new pieces which 
a D Deared on the French and Englifii Ilages, were publiflied here as original competitions. 
Thefe things, therefore, will exift; but the Emperor will fcarcely lay out a penny m 
this wav • he knows better what to do with his money ; and it had been well for us, 
had we applied the money which thefe inftitutions have coft uSto any other purpofc, had 
it been only that of making canals to carry oil the dirt wmch makes inch a funk m the 
choaked up common fewers, and has already fuffocated many. 

Here me thinks, I fee you look on me with contempt; for I know you live and move 
onlv for’the belles lettres, and pity us barbarians who do not facnfice fo ardently to the 
d vine arts Well do I remember all the kind things you ufed to fay of my ftupidity 
and coklnefs, or whatever elfe you pleafed to call it, whenever I happened not to have the 
feehL you had, on meeting with a good epigram, a lively defection, or a 6pe print 
or drfwin-. But, my dear brother, every man fees things in his own way, and, as in 
compliance with your leading paffion, 1 have taken the trouble to give you a great deal 
of ituelhgence about the German theatre and poetry, &c. &c. and pronufe you a gre.t 
deal more from the northern parts of Germany, you will not take it amifs if I lay forne- 
thing to you in juftificarion of my own taile, and peculiar way of thinking. 

Tell me then, my deareft brother, if it be not a truth which all hdforyattefts that m 
every nation the tera of the arts and fciences has immediately preceded their ftili I wil 
not be at the pains to prove this, by a long deduction of events from the mftory of 
* "L* fhi«Ttime You may recoflea the excellent note of a fyrolefe monk upon a 

—JK. in Cotuinelia, publifhed by the author of Kpp. «. different, Pay, I tPurm- 
Tt conta us the ftrongeft evidence which hiltory can give, that a country in winch thofe 
IXXh contribute chiefly to atnufement, are held in h. K h elhmatton, and are the mol 
fuccefsful way of gaining honour and fortune, is a country verging M. to rum. Ton 
WU1&Y that the fault is not in the arts and fciences themfelves. ktght; but when they 
net a«X. fuperiority in a nation over the other employments of the mmd, they mult 
draw deilru&ive confequences alter them. Fnvoltty, weaknefs profufion negleft of 
more Xrions purfuhs and occupations, odentatton, wrong judgment tn choofing the 
fervants of the hate, a warm and immoderate defire of ornaments, u.c. ate nece^uy 
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c )nfec;uences of all thefe elegancies, when they are carried to that abufe which border:) 
fo near on the good ufe of them. And what do they contribute to the real happinefs 
of men ? Are they any thing more than a fplendid dream? How fbort, too, has thisssra 
been with all nations ? After the generation of wits, generally there has fucceeded a to¬ 
tally illiterate horde , who have awakened thofe the arts had put to fleep with blows, and 
laid them in chains before they had w r ell rubbed their eyes. How long is it fince the 
days of Corneille and Racine ? And we are already exhaufted! Poor nation! 

Not that I altogether refufe my approbation to works of genius, or would leave them 
quite unrewarded. 1 only wilh that anexceflive liberality fliall not coftfound merit and 
demerits, and encourage that contagious fpread of virtif and bel efprit, which, if not 
guarded againft, foon infects a whole nation, and deftroys the balance that fliould ever 
fubfift between the ufeful and agreeable. I am convinced the Emperor will not refufe 
to do juftice to the poet, the painter, and every artift of real merit, nor leave them un¬ 
rewarded. But the application of philofophy to the improvement of government; but 
thofe branches of mathematics and phyfics which are connected with civil induftry;— 
but thofe arts and fciences, in fhort, which contribute to the lafting happinefs of the 
country, havq ftill more to-expect from him. And can you take this ill of him ? His 
court will hardly refcmble that of an Auguftus, who could give a penfion of 4000 louis 
to a poet, whilft he owed his old foldiers their pay. Certainly not. But Auftria is advanc¬ 
ing apace to the happy times of Henry IV. the times in which a nation begins to feel 
itfelf; when the foundation of national riches are laid; when civil liberty and peace are 
fecured from the attacks of the monks and nobles; when the proper balance is c(ta- 
blilhed between all ranks of the ftate; when the fine arts and fciences, agreeable to 
their proper diltin&ion, are only ufed for recreation, and more is not expended on 
them than a prudent ceconomical father, who meafures all his expences by the ftate of 
his fortune, would layout on his pleafures; and when from this very reafon, to wit, be- 
caufe they hold the rank they ought to hold, they thrive better than when exceflive en¬ 
couragement connects a train of votaries to them, who only love them for the fake of 
what they procure. When the arts become the means of gaining a livelihood, there is 
an end of all great works; and when artifts form a corporation, as with us, it is a corpo¬ 
ration of apes and monkies. How rare are original geniufes 1 Would millions raife a 
Voltaire ? 

Pardon this digreflion, which was not fo much a lafli to your hobby horfe, as an efFu- 
fion of my efteem for the Emperor, whom I would wifli to juftify in your fight. I know 
that you cannot eafily forgive his doing fo little for the fine arts; butconfider, brother, 
he lays out from 10 to 20,000 louis d’ors in fupporting thofe who carry on ufeful em¬ 
ployments, every one of whom that withes to eftabliJh a ufeful manufactory, may have 
any fum advanced at a final!, or even without any intereft at all. He aliifts all who will 
fettle in the country in every way. He makes roads, builds villages, towns, and harbours, 
and has an army of at lsaft three hundred thoufand men to fupport. Oueht he to be 
circumfcribed in thefe expences, in order to eftablifii an Academy of Inferptions and 
Belles Lett res ? Forbid it patriotifm, forbid it humanity ! 

Perhaps in time he will do fomething for your goddeftbs, wlien all the court debts are 
paid, his finances in complete order, and the cloifters thinned. His debts are certainly 
not fo great as ours, and yet they amount to about 160,000,000 of florins, and he is 
obliged to pay 1.8,000,000 a year, in intereft and capital. The lands belonging to the 
cloifters and religious foundations, in the Imperial hereditary lands, are eftimared at 
300,000,000 of florins, of which nearly one half comes from die Netherlands and Lom¬ 
bardy. Poffibly the mufqs may in time inherit foine of this iramenfe wealth. 
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LETTER XXXVII, 

Vienna* 

TO-MORROW I leave this place \ I fhall ftay feme time at Prague* where L ex- 
peri: to hear from you. 

It is now evident what the Emperor was about during his mother's life-time. All 
the ftrangers who are here, are aftonifhedat the fhort time in which one of the gfeateft 
and moll total revolutions has been effected; a fare fign that it was thought of long 
before* and all the materials prepared. The nobility and clergy are every day more 
convinced that it will go harder and harder with them : but they make no reftftance; 
for both orders are entirely difarmed. Notwith (landing their great riches, the nobility 
are enfeebled by their effeminacy and diffipation, and the clergy have a fhake in their 
own bofoms which will ffing them to death. This fnake is philofophy ; which* under 
the femblance of theology, has glided even to the epifcopal chair, Moft of the younger 
ecclefiaftics are infected by the poifon of this fnake in the imiverfities, They all know 
that there is a Febronius in the world* and fome of them are only acquainted with him 
as a heretic * yet as the arguments of the cowl have a much greater efferi; upon them 
than the arguments of their profeffors, and as the court is evidently friendly to him, 
they are not unwilling to be reconciled to their old enemies. The Beilarmmiffo, who 
poflefs all the great benefices, ftill make* it is true, the greater number; but if once 
they are in danger of lofing their cures* or the twentydive thouiand advocates in the 
Imperial dominions* who have long been ready with arguments* are ordered to charge, 
they will no doubt make very little refiftance, 

I do not believe there is a fmgle man of underftanding in the army* who does not 
moft thoroughly approve the Emperor’s new regulations. This part of the adminis¬ 
tration of the country has been in his hands a confiderable time ; and it carries tnarks 
in every part of it* of having been fo, Amongft all the Imperial officers l was acquainted 
with* I did not meet with one* of a certain age, who did not pofiefs a certain fund of 
philofophy. During my ftay here* I found them by far the belt company in the place ; 
and, with the permiffion of the Profeffors* Doriors* andother Literati, nuift think them by 
far the moft enlightened people in the Auftrian dominions, I will anfwer for finding 
many corporals in the Imperial army who have more fenfc than nine out of ten of the 
literati. There has long been a freedom of thinking and reafoning in the army, which 
Is a ftrong contrail to what obtains dfewhere* and does the Emperor the utmofl ho¬ 
nour. Every regiment has a library to itfelf, and the officers find means to procure 
every good book, however prohibited it may be. The King of Prufiia has no longer 
Pope he-fafaed and be-confecrated generals* as he ufed to call Daun* to contend with. 
Even amongft the common foldiers you may obferve a kind of natural logic, which is 
the conlequence of the way in which they are managed* and which you may trace in 
their tents, in their manoeuvres, in their tables, and in every thing that belongs to 
them. There is not a veftige left of the bigotry which heretofore made the Imperial 
army fo confpicuous. What indeed will the black troop undertake againft a corps con¬ 
ducted as this is ? The Emperor will not find the fame facility in reforming the ad- 
minift ration of civil *and criminal juft ice* as he will meet with in reforming the church. 
There is ftill a formidable darknefs over all this part of legiflation. The defers* part¬ 
ly owing to the laws themfelvcs* and the forms of admmiftering juftice* and partly 
increafed through the limpidity, pedantry, difibrutenefs* felfilhnefs* and want of pa- 
triotifm of the fervants of the court, have long been felt. The lite Emprefi endea- 
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voured to remedy them, but in vain; for were the Codex Tbere/ianus ten times lefs 
barbarous than it is, (fill little would have been done. There is a want of men to 
give vigour to laws, however good. 

During the time h& was only a kind of viceroy, the Emperor took all the pains he 
was able, to throw more light upon the adminiftration of juftice, and to render it more 
impartial; nor do I believe there is a frngle inftance of a linking and notorious aft of 
injuftioe having been committed by any of his immediate fervants; but he could not 
create new fubjefts ; and as long as pride, lazinefs, and the love of flhew, continue tp 
be leading features in the characters of the principal members of the courts of juftice, it is 
impoflible but that fraud, chicanery, and indeed roguery of every kind, mull find their 
way in precedes fo complicated as thefe are. 

Criminal juftice is, indeed, in a moft piteous condition. When you read the Codex 
Therejianusy you would conceive that it had been compofed for a horde of Bnfchis , 
Here are punifhments for crimes which have not been heard of in the country for a 
century \ and penalties very grievous indeed, but at the fame time moft ridiculous, 
when you compare the ftate of the country and the ftate of the law, for offences which 
happen every day, but raife no clamour, fuch as fornication, adultery, and fodomy. 
This, however, is not fo great an evil; for let laws be as fevere as they will, ffill they 
expofe civil and natural liberty to no danger, and the moft inhuman laws that can be 
devifed, are better than no law at all; or what amounts to the fame thing, the non-ob- 
fervance of any. The latter unfortunately is the cafe here. It was foon feen that the Codex 
Tbere/ianus agreed neither with the manners nor the character of the people, and the 
court became afhamed, at the time that all Europe was making an outcry about hu¬ 
manity, the abolition of capital punifhmems, &e. &c. of a ftatute-book which had no¬ 
thing in it but halters, gibbets, fwords, &e. What was to be done ? They would not 
repeal the law ; but contented themfelves with an univerfal requifition to the judges to 
be mild, and not to inflict capital puniihments without neceflity* This mifunderftood le¬ 
nity is the great eft tyranny in the world. The moft cruel law that can be devifed can¬ 
not commit murder. On the contrary, the more cruel the law is, the more depravity 
and obftinacy it befpeaks to fin againfl it; but the general direction, to <c have recourfe 
to no capital punifhments without neceflity,” tends to fubmit the guilty to the difere- 
tion of the judge, and thus undermines one of the principal props of civil liberty. As long 
as laws, let them be as fevere as they will, are rigidly obferved, the tranfgreffor is 
without excufe* He knew the law, and not to guard againft the penalty of it, befpoke 
wkkednefs and weaknefs; but in the laft cafe he may be the victim of circumftances, 
with which his crime has not the leaft connexion. I will relate a fa£t to you, which 
happened fome years ago at Lintz, which, though it relates to military juftice, will 
give you a very good idea of the date of criminal juftice in this country. 

Two grenadiers, who were among the handfomeft men of the regiment, agreed to 
defert from Stein, and engaged others to defert with them. They were detail¬ 
ed and condemned to die, as ringleaders, by the council of war. The whole re¬ 
giment knew, that every general in the army had it in command to fuffer no 
fentence of death to be put in execution without the utmoft neceflity. As this ne- 
eeflify did not exift, General Brown was determined to grant a pardon, and Ire 
would have done fo, but gh a hidden the whole feeae changed The comrades of the 
prisoners went to them in prifon, got drunk with them, and offered to go to the gal¬ 
lows in their (lead ; fo perfuaded were they that the pardon would come- Tile whole 
of this was related to the General. The day came; the young men went cheerfully to 
the field ; all Lintz had no doubt but the pardon would meet them there, when lo, and 
behold! General Brown found out that this was the referved cafe of extreme neceflity, 

and 
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and the men were executed. What was the confequence ? The General had a re¬ 
primand from Vienna ; but did he deferve it? Was it not a fufficienily good excufe 
for his conduct, to fay, that defertions were grown every day more common, from the 
idea that fentences of death would never be carried into execution ? In my opinion, 
thefc grenadiers were victims to the weaknefs of the legillation. Stability, not mercy, 
is the fir ft merit of a law. 

A general defeCt, which runs through the whole of this legillation is, that it is loaded 
with orders which are not made effective. There is no end of projects and writings. 
There are orders upon orders, injunctions upon injunctions, and rescripts upon refcripts j 
the laft of which always overturns, or at leait very much limits the preceding one. This 
is fo conftant a thing, that feveral perfons in office in the country make it a rule, before 
they carry an order into execution, to wait five or fix weeks to fee whether it will not 
be contradicted. It would be a curious, and to the Auftrian Hate a very profitable bufi- 
nefs, if any perfon would take the trouble of collecting the contradictory laws which have 
been promulgated within rhefe lalt eighteen or twenty years. This, no doubt, arofe in 
part becaufe the Emperor and his mother had different plans of legillation; but now he 
governs alone, he will find it very difficult to bring matters right, as he cannot depend 
upon any afiiltance whatever from his fubalterns. 

The language of the courts of juftice here is very Angular. You mult know, that 
they have a ftyle of their own, which is totally different from the common ftyle, and is 
called the chancellery, or law ftyle. I have juft been reading a refcript of the Imperial 
court to the chapter of Saltzburg, who are engaged in a law-fuit with their archbilhop. 
It contains periods which fill a whole folio fide of paper, and in which, with all the at¬ 
tention in the world, it is impoffible to find a connection. Indeed, the more uncon¬ 
nected it is, and the more abounding in the fcarceft Latin and French words, the better 
this ftyle is reckoned. There are likewife many German words, which are ufed in a 
fenfe direCtly oppofite to what they have in common language. I look upon it as quite 
impoffible that the grandchildren of the pi*efent generation ffiould underftand a Angle 
fyllable of all their jargon. Fare ye well. 

LETTER XXXVIII. 

Prague, 

THE journey from Vienna to this place was one of the molt pJeafing I have ever taken, 
notwith[landing we did not meet with a finglc good town, during a journey of forty- 
four German poll miles. My company confifted of an Imperial officer, a prieft, and a 
traveller from Lower Saxony. The officer had ferved in the laft war in Silefia. He 
was a fenfible man, and acted as our Cicerone on two of the moll noted fields of battle 
recorded in modern hiltory. 

As long as we continued in Auftria, the country appeared Angularly well cultivated, 
and there was all the appearance of a high Hate of happinefs and eafe among the farm¬ 
ers ; but in the parts of Moravia we came through, the inhabitants did not feem near fo 
happy as their neighbours. Notwithllanding this, however, the country is well culti¬ 
vated throughout; nor do you fee any of the wild deferts, which are fo ftriking in Hun¬ 
gary. Snaym and Iglau are two very pretty villages. The inhabitants of thcfe fpeak 
German very well; but you obferve that it is not their native language. 

1 he whole country is made up partly of a plain, and partly of gently rifing hills; 
but on the confines of Bohemia, the hills rife into more ftately, as well as more fruitful 
mountains. lhe parts of thefe through which our road lay, were covered with fine 
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woods, villages, and feveml very datelv cattles, and there are mile-ftones all the way. 
The roads are excellent. We met with few villages on the plains of Bohemia} it ferns 
the Germans have a proverb, which fays of a thing that is fcarce, “ that it isfcarce as a 
village in Bohemia.” As, however, it is evident from the lilt of thofe who draw for 
foldiers, that the country is extremely Well peopled, and as we faw fome very good agri¬ 
culture, and no barren ground, we did not at fir It know what to make of tfcefe appear¬ 
ances; but our officer, who had travelled over the country far and near, explained 
them to us. He told us, that molt of the villages lay off the great road, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of rivers and brooks’, or behind woods, and that if we would go a mile and a 
half, either to the right or left, we ffiould fee enough of them. This cultom of hiding 
the habitations in the rocks of the country, or behind woods, probably took its rife in 
the time of ware, when the inhabitants endeavoured to procure fhelter from the robbers 
and knighf-errants who infefred the land. No doubt the convenience of having water 
contributed fomething to it. Between Kolin and Planiani, which are diilant two Ger¬ 
man miles from each other, we came to the noted field of battle, which has taken its 
name from thefe two places, though it ought to have it from the fmail village near which 
the action really happened. Here we got out, and our Cicerone, who was proud of hav¬ 
ing had his fliare in the honour of that day, which did away the ignominy of A uftria, 
went over the ground with us. 

Many reafons have been given why this battle proved fo fatal to the King of Pruffia, 
and, as in all other cafes of the kind, the hiftorian will be puzzled to choofe between 
the different relations of various fenfible men, who were all eye-witneffes, and all took 
part in the labour and difficulty of the day. Here, however, the event evidently de¬ 
pended upon the ground, which Daun knew' how to make his advantage of. 

Along the road, and to the right of it, there is a plain which extends as far as the eye 
can reach ; on the left of this there is a gentle rife, which makes a kind of peak near 
the village where the great action took place. On the right of this rifing, which you 
can hardly call a hill, you difeove'r ftraight before you a long, deep ditch, encompaffed 
with fteep walls, which have the appearance, at a diltance, of a plain betwixt woods. To 
■the left this hill finks in a remarkable hollow, and loofes itfelf backwards in a great 
plain. Daun’s right wing was placed on the top of the rifing, and the remainder of 
his army was covered by the ditch on the left. The King of Pruffia approached by the 
plain through which we were to pafs. He was compelled to fight, or give up the fiege 
of Prague, and evacuate Bohemia. The only part of the Imperial army he could attack 
was the right wing. The gallant Pruffians were not at all dilheartened by the inequality 
of the ground. Ever accudomed to conquer, their right wing advanced in filence up 
the hill. The Imperials, who had the advantage of the ground, beat them back again. 
Six times the Pruffians returned to the attack; but as the ground was very narrow, 
they were at length much impeded by their own dead, who lay on the Hopes of the hill 
they had to afceiid. Notwithftanding all this, they would dill have gained the day, if 
Daun had not had time to flank his beaten right wing with cavalry. This immediately 
charged to the left of the hill in the flank of the Pruffians, who, after the fharped con- 
teft, were at length obliged to give way. Whiilt they were retreating in good order, 
prince Maurice of Deffau, whole bravery often approached to rafhnefs, took a fingle 
battalion, and with it encountered the whole force of the Andrian army. This made 
the rout much greater than it would otherwife have been. The Prince would have 
fought his troops to the lad man, if he had not been called off from his ralh headed 
attempt by the King’s fpecial command. As among other Ioffes the King’s guard had 
been entirely cut off, when the Prince came up to him, he began crying out, “ My 
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guard. Prince ! my guard !” To which the other made anfwer, (C My regiment, Your 
Majefty [ my regiment!” He thought, that as his regiment had been cut off, there 
was nothing worth faving. 

Now it may probably have been a fault in the King not to have had any cavalry in. 
his left wing; but if it was fo, it arofe from the unevennefs of the ground. If the Auf* 
trianshad not had the great advantage of having their right wing on an eminence, and 
the reft of their army fecure, in all probability the Pruflians, who notwithftanding thefe 
difadvantages, made the viflory dubious for a great while, would have got the day be¬ 
fore Daun could have fupported the attacked part wit hr his cavalry, and in that cafe no 
perfon would have thought of a failure of cavalry on the Pruffian part. The King, too, 
could not obferve the motions of the German horfe, whofe fudden appearance from the 
hollow was the more formidable, from its being entirely unexpected, and what a priori 
111 uft have feejned very improbable to the King. 

Others fay, that the King purpofed to do nothing with his left wing, but intended to 
alter Ins mode of battle, and charge with his right, whilft the prince of HefTau was 
amufmg the enemy.. In that cafe his flank would have been feeured From the attack of 
the enemy $ cavalry, and he would have had nothing to fear from the Auftrian left 
wing on this fide the deep ditch* But, fay thofe who maintain rhis opinion, the prince 
of Deflau, inftead of amufmg the enemy, made lo lively and ferious an attack, that the 
King was obliged to fupport him, out of apprehenfron, that if the Prince was repul fed, 
the whole army might have been brought into diforder by the flight of his regiment* I 
take this likewife to be one of thofe after-thoughts which fhew what a man fhould have 
done, but not what he did, or had a mind to do* Others think, that the King trading 
folely to his good fortune, which had done fuch great things for him a little before at 
the battle of Prague, had negledted feme neceflary arrangements, particularly the bring¬ 
ing up his cavalry. But this-feems one of the observations which a fenfible writer 
makes after the time, to give himfelf the air of appearing to know more than other peo¬ 
ple. A man like the King of Pruilia, who gives continual proofs that he does not fuf- 
fer himfelf to be deprefled by any reverie of fortune, is not likely to have been too 
much raifed by his fuccefs. 

Being now beaten, for the fxrft time, after fo many fuccefsful battles, Frederick re¬ 
treated in the belt order poflible to Saxony, through Leufmeri/s and Au/jig* Deprefled 
he was not, but a little out of humour, as his oldeft brother, fince dead, who carried 
part of the army back into Saxony, by Gabel, experienced* But, no doubt, you are 
well acquainted with this wonderful retreat, and the anecdotes concerning it, to be found 
in the book entitled, Re cull de Let ires de 8a MajeJU le Roi de Prujfe , regardant le dernier e 
guerre * If the King had gained this battle he would have been mailer of all Bohemia. 
All Auftria would have flood open to him, and O/Imutz only would have prevented his 
going to Vienna. In this cafe he would have dictated to his enemies the conditions of 
peace, whereas the mifearriage wa$ followed by fix years of bloody war* 

The King commanded this aftion from the window of an upper ftory of a public 
houfe, which ftands alone, and is very near the road* It was with inexpreflible plea- 
lure that we dined in the room, which commands a view of the field of battle on both 
fries* ^ Every thing here appeared facred to me ; as I flood in the place occupied by the 
King, in the window which dire&Iy fronts the eminence which occafioned his defeat, I 
felt all the mortification he mu ft have experienced, when he found his troops giving 
way* There were feme marks of cannon-balls in the walls of this houfe, and the King 
was not altogether fafe*. 


Kolia, 


*34 


riesjjeck’s travels through GERMANS’. 


Kotin is a pretty little town; it is, without a doubt, the belt place you meet with be¬ 
twixt Prague and Vienna; the garrifon, however excepted, it does not contain above 
three thouiand five hundred fouls. The houfes are not more than feven hundred, and 
do not feem to be very well inhabited. We refled a little here, and were extremely 
well treated; you live very cheap and well all over Bohemia. Small hares, ducks, 
geefe, &c. are the common food met with, in the final left inns. 

In order to give you an idea of the price of provifions, 1 will give you an account of 
what the Saxon and I paid for a night’s entertainment. You muff know, that almofl 
all the inns here have a bad appearance, and the innkeepers, notwilh(landing the plenty 
they afford travellers, feem to be but in indifferent circu in fiances. Their houfes gene¬ 
rally ftand alone in the ftreet, and have neither orchard, kitchen-garden, or any piece of 
land near belonging to them. They are obliged to pay fo heavy a rent to the landlord, 
or nobleman to whom the houfe belongs, that they can gain but very little. At lafl we 
faw an inn in a village we came to, which had a better appearance; it had a roomy court, 
good ftables, a neat garden, and was the property of the landlady. Now, faid we, as 
we got into our bed-chambers, we fliall have another kind of bill, and no doubt pay for 
the fine profpe£t which this room commands, the fine furniture, the exquilite giaffes and 
china, and in fhort, all the fine things which we enjoy or do not enjoy. We had for 
fupper a rice foup, with an exceeding good chicken, a fa Had, and two young hares 
broiled. We had excellent beer, which is remarkably good in Bohemia, and a pot of 
■wine, which we found very bad, and would not have another, as we knew that wine 
was very dear all over Bohemia. We had two very clean beds, and fome very good 
coffee for breakfafl; and would you think it? when the bill was called for, it amounted 
only to forty-two creutzers, that is, about one livre and forty-two fols French. 

We flopped about three miles from Prague, and went fome furlongs out of the way 
to fee the famous field of battle of the year 1757. Here the Prufiians overcame nature 
ltfelf. It was impoffible for the Auflrians to have more favourable ground. A deep, 
broad, perpendicular ditch protected them from the enemy. They had a very formida¬ 
ble artillery, which defended the ditch by batteries placed to great advantage. When 
the Pruffians made their firft attack by the ditch, they fell like flocks of fnow: the Auf- 
trian fire was terrible. There has not been a harder or bloodier action in the prefent 
century, nor is there perhaps in hiflory, a fingle inftance of a battle won under fuch cir- 
cmnftances as the Pruffians had to contend with. It is almofl literally true, that they 
had at the lame time a fort to take and an army to beat, which was ftronger than their 
own. Conceive to yourfclf, a deep ditch flanked with cannon, on the other fide of 
which is encamped a bold looking army of at lead feventy thoufand men. The Pruf¬ 
fians inarched through the ditch, and through the fortifications oppofed to them, put 
the enemy to tile molt complete flight, and befieged Prague, in which part of the flying 
Imperial army took refuge. But they paid dear for the victory; their lofs of men was 
infinitely greater than that of the enemy; accounts differ with regard to the numbers 
fiain; fome make them feven, others from nine to fen thoufand men. The truth, how¬ 
ever, without the leafl exaggeration is, that the immenfe ditch was filled throughout its 
whole breadth with dead men, who in many places likewife, lay in great heaps upon 
each other. 

The flroke which the King felt moft of all, was the lofs of the brave general Schwe¬ 
rin. We looked with the moft folemn melancholy on the tree near which he fell. The 
prefent Emperor has erefted a monument to him, which does no lefs honour to the per- 
fon who fet it up, than to him whofe name it bears and eternizes. Many anecdotes are 
current with regard to the death of this brave man. It has been faid, that a rough 
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anfwer given by the King to a meffage he fent him by an adjutant in the middle of the- 
battle, to let him know it was impoffible to win it, occafioned him to feek death; but I 
do not believe this-, for even fuppofing Schwerin to have remonftrated on what he 
thought an impcffibility, the king knew well enough that the word obey was fufficient to 
remind him of his duty, and to make Rim do all that could be expected from a man of 
his character for courage and abilities; no, we mull do Schwerin the juftice to-fay that 
he died, becaufe according to the proverb, every man owes a death. He died like a pa¬ 
triot ; he faw the violence of the conteft, faw the good-will of his foldiers, and their 
courage, which the havoc death made all around them could not tame. Nothing, he 
found, but an a£t of defperaiion on his part cotild fave them, he therefore lhatched the~ 
colours out of the hands of a dying cornet, crying, follow me, my brave boys, and rode up 
to the mouth of the cannon. A ball took him off at the head of his brave troops, but 
they fired by his courage and example, got up the hill, broke in on the enemy, and by 
that deed turned the day in favour of the King. After the battle the King befieged 
Prague. Daun in the mean time collected the broken Imperial troops, got an army to¬ 
gether and haftened to the relief of the town, the garrifon of which was making a brave 
refiftance; this army the King was compelled to attack, or raife the fiege ; this brought 
on the above defcribed battle of Kolin, in which he loll all that he had won before. 


LETTER XXXIX. 

Prague.- 

BOHEMIA is a country favoured of heaven, the climate is excellent. In this excur- 
fion I have become acquainted with feveral foreigners who make their conftant refidence 
here, and are induced to it by the wholefomenei's of the air, the goodnefs and cheapnefs 
of all the neceffaries of life, and the cheerful good humour of the inhabitants,—and yet 
./Eneas Silvius defcribes the country as a part of Siberia, though it was, in all probability, 
more flouri/hing in his time than it is now j to be fure the difference of the climate muff 
have been ftriking to a Roman, bull believe his eminence was here only in the winter j 
the fpring is not fa beautiful even at Rome as it is here; fpring and lummer are as re¬ 
markable as the winter is at Vienna, where you feldotn fee a regular fpring, but the win¬ 
ter and funimer almoft join. The climate of this country is not expofed to any of thofe 
fudden and inclement changes which are fo fatal to health in other places. 1 he winter 
colds are neither too (harp, nor the fummer heats too ftrong. The air is dry, clear, and 
temperate. The country lies high, and forms a large extended plain, furrounded on all 
fidcs by very high hills covered with rich woods. The vale in the inidde, which is wa¬ 
tered by the Elbe, the Moldaw, and the Eyer, of which you may eafily form an idea, by 
calling your eyes on the map, is protected from the force of the wind. The feveral hol¬ 
lows in the middle contribute to let out the waters, fo that there are neither lakes nor 
moraffes to fill the air with unwholefome vapours. As the foil is ftony only in very 
few places, the waters flow eafily through the country, and make it fruitful, with¬ 
out filling the air, as is the cafe in feveral parts of Upper Switzerland, with catarrhs 
and coughs. 

The country produces every thing that can contribute to the comfort of life in aftonifli- 
ing abundance, wine and fait only excepted. The greateff part of the former is brought 
at a very moderate price from Bintz, where is a warehoufe for lalt, which is brought 
from Gerund in Auttria, and Halle in the Tyrol. The remainder is brought from 
Auffrian Poland at a moderate price. There have been many luccefsful experiments 
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made to produce wine, and I have taRcd fome melnikers very little inferior to the fe** 
cond tort of Bourdeaux wines* The firft Rocks were brought from Burgundy. The 
country, however, will hardly be able to produce a fuffideney of this article for con- 
lump tion, but it has other advantages to make up for the lofs* As it poffeffes moll of 
the prime neceffaries of life, and by that means commands a Inferiority of trade which 
none of the neighbouring countries can difpnte with it, it provides a great part of Silefia, 
Saxony, and Auftria with corn, and alfo fells them fome cattle. The circle of Saaffer is 
alone able to furnifh all Bohemia, populous as the country is, with com even in moderate 
years* The excellent Bohemian hops are carried as far as the Rhine in great quantities* 
d he breed of horfes is likewife wonderfully improved within thefe few years, and bring 
annually large Turns of money into the country. The Bohemian tin is the belt of any, 
next to the Englifh ; and they carry on a very confiderable trade in alum, and feveral 
kinds of precious Rones, particularly garnets* The large woods, in which the country 
abounds, furnilh materials for the wonderful ■manufa&ories of glais, which bring a great 
deal of money into the country, and find their way into every part of Europe from Por¬ 
tugal to Sweden* Within thefe few years they have alfo made large quantities of very 
good and uncommonly cheap hats, with which they fupply great part of the inhabitants 
of Auftria, Bavaria, and Franconia. The handkerchief and linen manufactories are alfo 
in good repute* 

The Bohemian travels much* Some as dealers in glafs, who go as far as England and 
Italy, and fooie as ha ike t and fieve-makers, I have met with large caravans of thefe on 
the Upper Rhine and in the Netherlands. Thefe people commonly come home with 
pretty large fums of money ; they keep together like brothers whilft they are in foreign 
countries. They have indeed an uncommon fhare of patriotifm, and a kind of con¬ 
fidence in each other, which often makes them pafs in the eyes of Rrangers fora favage 
and barbarous people, though they really are notfo* 

Since the days pf Hufs they have a fecret hatred to the Germans, which does not 
arils fo much from bad temper as from a land of national pride. Moft of the farmers 
who live near the roads fpeak German; but as they do^not like to talk to a ftranger 
without iieceifity, they pretend not to under Rand a word of what the traveller fays, and 
make their fport of him atnongR themfelves, It has been attempted to make them fend 
their children to German fchools, but hitherto they have all proved abortive. They 
have an unfpeakable averfion to whatever is German. I have heard young men here 
talk of the battles which their anceRors, under Zifka, fought againft the Germans, with 
a degree of warmth and pride, which made them very amiable in my eyes. They Rill 
remember too, that the refidonee of the court at Prague formerly rendered the country 
floimfhing, and lament that the preference which has been given to AuRria, in confc- 
quence of a flight mifunderRandlng, carries off Inrge funis annually from the country, 
which are fent to Vienna partly by the court and partly by the nobility. The late Em- 
prefs.was extremely offended with them on account of this mifunder/hndmg, and Bohe¬ 
mia was the only one of her old hereditary dominions which /he never vifited. 

The Hufiites are Rill very numerous in the country* Some think that a fourth part 
of the inhabitants are of this feet, which has alfo fpread widely in Moravia* Scarce 
four years are paft fince above ten thou fan d farmers made a little Rand to recover their 
freedom of opinion 5 but they were foon quieted, and the thing had no further confe¬ 
ct lienees. 

Voltaire and feme other hiftcrians have much mhreprefented the famous Hufs and 
his doftrines. They lo^k upon this reformer as a man of a very limited underRanding, 
and think that his object went no further than to procure the clergy leave to marry, 
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and let the people have the ufe of the cup at the facrament. They love to make fport 
•with him, and fay that he endeavoured to make the incomprehenfible mydery ftill more 
incomprehenfible, without having the lead attention to how much the human mind was 
lowered by fuch myderies. They deny him the philofophical fpirit, both of his prede- 
ceifor Wickliff, or of his followers, Luther, Zwingle, and Calvin. I had formerly the 
fame opinion of him myfelf; but fmce I have ltudied his hidory and the hiftoiies of his 
followers, I have conceived a much higher idea of him. 1 fearched in the library of 
Vienna for all the documents that relate to this intereding Indory. In Menker I found 
a vindication of the opinions of the Huflites, ad drefled to the diet of Nuremberg. It is 
written in a German which 1 could not underdand, till I had read it over fix or feven 
times, and procured afiidance from feveral of my friends. This wonderful reprefentation 
contains the whole confeffion of faith of the Huflites. They attack the whole fydem of 
the Roman Chatholic church, purgatory, fads, monkery,—and it is certain that they 
were only one dep behind Calvin. The dyle of this vindication has all the marks of in¬ 
timate perfuafion, and of the founded underdanding, only like Luther, the author fome- 
times falls into the dyle of the times and runs into low language. 

In fad, the foie advantage which the other reformers had over Hufs, arofe from the 
invention of printing fince his time, as in confequence of this, knowledge was much more 
-widely fpread, as the doChines could be much more widely did’ufed. The doftrines of 
Hufs were lod amidd the wars which followed his death. They were difled in the bar¬ 
barity which overfpread Bohemia, when the people no longer attended to any teacher, 
but thefword became the foie decider of all contraverfy. 

I found fufficient proofs that Hufs, notwithdanding his obdinacy and prefumption, pof- 
feffed an enlightened and philofophical mind, which, however, partook fomewhatof the 
impolilhed character of the age in which he lived. I am fometimes tempted to write his 
hidory, which perhaps is not yet diffidently underdood. Whether I lhall perfevere I 
know not, but in the mean time will collect what materials I can, and when I have time, 
try whether I have any talents for writing hidory—at lead I feel a great temptation to 
do this. 

The prefent race of Huflites flatter themfelves that the Emperor, whofe fentiments of 
toleration are well known, and who is very fond of the Bohemians, will reflore to them 
their freedom of opinion j but people here generally think that they are deceived in their 
expectations; for as their fentiments nearly approach thofe of the Lutherans, it would 
not be very prudent to allow the eftabliflunent of anew fed, which always fpreads fome 
roots that may grow and be dangerous. 

The Bohemians are a wonderfully Arong-built race of men. Dubravius, one of their 
Iiiftorians, who was Biffiop of Olmutz in the fixteenth century, compares them to lions. 
« As the land (fays he, according to the manner of writing of thofe times,) lies under 
the influence of Leo, fo do its inhabitants pofl'efs all the qualities of that noble animal. 
Their high cheds, fparkling eyes, drong thick hair, dout bones, drength, courage, and 
irrefidible fpirit, when oppofed, all ffiew evidently that the Hon is their dar, which they 
bear likewife in their coat of arms.” 

They are a handfome, drong built, and a&ive race of people; and you fee evidently 
that they are defcended from the Croats, who are fome of the handfomed people upon 
earth. Their heads are a little too large; but their broad flioulders, and their thick-fet 
bodies render the difproportion not fo vifible as it would otherwife be. They are with¬ 
out doubt the bed foldiers of all the Emperor’s troops. They bear the inconveniencies 
of the military life longer than any. Even hunger, that deadly fiend to every thing that 
calls itfelf an Imperial foldier, they can fupport for a confiderable time, 
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My journey through the hereditary dominions of the Houfe of Auftria, confirmed m 
opinion I had long fince taken up in other countries, which is, that the inhabitants of the 
mountains are by no means as good foldiers as thole who inhabit the plains, -Th® ^ 
rolefe, Carinthians, Ukranians, and Styrians, have as llrong bodies as the Bohemians, 
but they are by no means as good foldiers as thefe, and without a doubt aie the mou, 
wretched of all the Emperor*$ troops. Even in Switzerland, as 1 have heard from fonie 
of.the molt intelligent officers of the country, the Zurchers, and that part of the inha¬ 
bitants df Berne, who live in the lower parts of the Canton, are infinitely beitei fol¬ 
diers than the Grdnbundtners ^ and other nations who inhabit the top of the Alps. 1 he 
true rcafon of this is no doubt to be fought for in the peculiar way of living of a moun¬ 
tainous people, which is too particular for them ever to be able to change their way of 
life without ruffering by it. 

AH people likewife who live by pafturage, are known to be much weaker than thole 
who live by agriculture, who are hardened by the weather and continual labour. I he inha¬ 
bitants of mountains, who according to the tefiimony of hiftory, are moldy herdfnien, 
defend their country with more perieverance than the inhabitants of plains, becaufe the 
property they have in it makes them fonder of it, and becaule the defence of their almoft 
inacceflible poffefiions is naturally much eafier to them^ but they are by no means as lor- 
midable out of their own country, and they foon get the nialadk du Pats , which you 
know is fo common amongfl the Swifs. 

1 he confutation and manners of the country contribute much to make the Bohemi¬ 
ans fuch foldiers as they are. The farmers live in a poverty which prefer ves them h oro. 
effeminacy and luxury much more effectually than any pofitive fumptuary law could do* 
Be Tides this, the feudal fiavery fyftem, which obtains here in the extreme, accuftoms them 
from their youth upwards to unconditional obedience, the great military viitue of out 
days. Their conffant labour and fcanty food renders them hardy, and, like the Spartans, 
they find the foldier’s life far eafier than ploughing the fields of their mailers. 

It is inconceivable how a people in fuch a wretched fituation fhould poiTefs fo many 
virtues as thefe do. They have given irrefragable proofs of their love of liberty, and in 
no city of the Au(Irian hereditary dominions have I met with fo many true patriots as 
there are here, The Bohemian peafant is generally looked upon as (lupid and infenfiblo, 
but take them all together, they have a great deal of feeling and natural underilanding* 
I have converfed with feveral of them, who lamented the horrors of their flotation in 
terms fufficiently exprefiive, and fpoke of the cruelty of their tyrants as itdeferved to be 
fpoken of. They love the Em per or. with a degree of enthufiafm, and are confident that 
he will break their chains. In the Huflite war they gave proofs of courage which would 
obfeure all the famed deeds of the Helvetic one, if they were but half as well deferibed 
or fung as thefe have been: without any advantages of fituation, and on even ground, 
they have with a handful of men defeated bands far better armed, and far better difei- 
plined than themfelves* Their onfet was irrefiftible, and they would have inevitably fe- 
cured that freedom to themlelyes, for which they fought lb well, if towards the end of 
the war, diffenfions, mo Illy foftered by the fpirit of parEy and prieft craft that had arifen 
amongfi themfelves, had not ruined them, and if they had not been betrayed by treaties 
with their enemies. 

I could not without the grealeft commiferation look upon the handfbme young far¬ 
mers, who bare-footed, with torn linen, and {lockings uncommonly tattered, and yet 
clean clothes, without neckcloths, often without hats, were carrying corn or wood for 
their mailers to market. Their good appearance and chcerfulnefs feemed to me but 
ilffuited to their hard fortune. One of them who carried my great coat (which! had brought 

1 out 


RIESBECK’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY, 


139 

out with me for fear of rain, but could not wear on account of the heat) in his waggon 
during a three days journey I took on foot, to the pretty village of Brandeis, was the 
drolled and bed young man in the world. He had nothing on but breeches and dock¬ 
ings, but fhewed us with a kind of.vanity, a fort of linen frock which was in the waggon, 
and which had almoft as many holes as threads in it. His fliirt was aimed in pieces, 
and yet he affured me in his broken German, that he cared neither for wind nor wea¬ 
ther : this led me into feveral philofophical reflections upon the luxury of my ufelsfs 
great coat. My young man was all life and fpirits, and his good-looking legs and fun- 
burned face had almoft reconciled me to the flavery I had been fo angry with. Though? 
I to myfelF, luxury is generally complained of, and temperance and hardinefs recom¬ 
mended to the farmer; but is it pofiible to preferve them from effeminacy and luxury, 
if you once open the door of riches to them ? On the other hand, the under is obliged 
to furnifh his flave with neceffaries if he does not choofe to ruin hiinfelf; and though 
the latter has no property, he isfure of never being expofed to beg his bread. No fil e, 
no weather, no war can put him in a different fituation at the end of the year from what 
he was when he began it. In this manner I was going on j but the thoughts that their 
hardinefs and frugality is no confluence of their own good will, and that they are no 
more in their matter’s edimation than the cattle which plough the fields, broke off at once 
the contract I was making with flavery.—In the mean time my fellow-traveller accom¬ 
panied my refledtions with dancing and finging, and in the intervals talked to his two 
fine horfes, whofe wonderfully fleek fkins were a drong contrad to his own miferable 
clothing. He feemed to have a great love for the horfes, flroked and patted them ; and 
yet they were not his, but belonged to a prelate whofe flave he was. For my part, brother, 
I have no good idea of a prelate who covers his horfes backs with fine trappings, and luf- 
fers his flaves to go naked. But is a man to expert conjijtency in a prelate ? —My good 
young peafant gave me a proof of drength which adonifhed me. Not far from the village 
w'here 1 intended to pafs the night, his fpirited horfes attempted to run away, but the 
waggon fell into a ditch, loft a wheel, and the horfes were forced to ftand dill. Ihe 
young man lightened the hinder axle-tree, where the wheel had failed, and thought the 
horfes would do the red, but the ditch was too deep; 1 would have aflided him, but he 
proteded highly againd it, and felting himfelf with all his force to the waggon, in a mo¬ 
ment it was right again, without the horfes having done any thing.—He refuted the 
fmall prefent I would have made him, and as we went along, laughed at me whenever I 
talked of his miferable circumdances, and feemed to think it ftrange I fhould imagine 
that he wanted any thing : poffibly his mader makes up to him in good eating and drink¬ 
ing, what he differs him to want in clothes. 

I faw every where amongd the peasants excellent horfes. The Emperor and all the 
German nobility have furniflied their duds with Moldavian, Tartarian, and Tranfylva- 
nian done horfes, which have much improved the breed. For a guilder any man may 
get his mare covered in the Imperial or noble duds. 

Bohemia furnilhes a great part of the horfes for the dragoons, and the race becomes 
every day better and more numerous. 

LETTER XL. 

Prague. 

THIS is a very large town, it is above three miles long, and above two broad, but 
the population by no means anfwers to 'he fize of the place. In feveral parts you feem 
as if you w r ere in a village. Near the bridge, which ftands at the upper part of the 
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city, the number of people is very great, but the further you go on from hence the more 
defolate you find every place. The number of inhabitants is about feventy thoufand, and 
there is about five thoufand houfes.—The bridge over the Moldau is feven hundred 
feet long; it is built of large free-ftone, and ornamented on both fides with ft one flatues 
as large as life, but not more than three of thefe are worth feeing. There are very few 
good buildings in this place, and almoft every thing looks very dirty. The royal caflle 
is a very large irregular building, but it is built on a hill which commands a very fine 
profpect over the whole city and country round. Not far from hence Hands the arch- 
bifhop’s houfe, (a pretty modern building,) and the old cathedral, in which there arefome 
pieces of architecture which deferve to be feen ; they are the work of a celebrated Ger¬ 
man or Bohemian artift, whofe name I have forgotten. 

Though the city is in general ill built, the fit nation of it is extremely fine. There is 
a better profpett from the bridge than 1 have feen in larger cities. Themafs of houfes 
rife like an amphitheatre to a confiderable height. To the right the hill rifes above 
them as far as the Imperial palace, majeftically fituated on the top. To the left it is co¬ 
vered as far as the middle with beautiful gardens aud pleafure houfes, which have a fine 
effect, and form a moil extenfive and moll magnificent amphitheatre. 

From thefe gardens you command a very fine profpeft over the oppofite part of the 
city. In the midft of the broad, but dry Moldau, there are two fmall iflands, called 
Great and Little Venice, in which the inhabitants make parties of pleafure. 

The people of this place enjoy fenfual pleafures more than thofe of Vienna, becaufe 
they know better how to connedt mental enjoyments with them. The fociety I have 
lived in here, has proved fo good as to detain me a full fortnight longer than I intended, 

Free-mafonry flourilhes extremely here, and fomeperfons, amongfl whom Count R-- 

is one, doat on it to enthuliafm. The free-mafons in general do fo much good, parti¬ 
cularly by their eftablifhments for education, that it is impoflible the Emperor ffiould be 
difpleafed with them. It is time to have done with illiberal prejudices againfl an inftitu- 
lion which has done no harm to mankind, and has done it a great deal of good. 

The Bohemians, who addidt themfelves to the purfuit of the arts and fciences, gene¬ 
rally fpeaking, are very fuccefsful in them. They do not want genius, and have uncom¬ 
mon induftry. Their fondnefs for mufic is aftonifliing. I have heard feveral orcheftras 
here which equalled thofe of Paris in brilliancy of execution, and furpaffed them in accu¬ 
racy and exaflnefs of harmony. Bohemian players or, the horn and harp are to be met 
with throughout all Germany. As they always bring home great fums of money, you 
feldoni fee a mufician of this kind who has not travelled. This pafiion for mufic is ge¬ 
nerally attributed to the number of monalleries and cathedrals; but the cathedrals of 
Auftria and Bavaria, which are no lefs numerous, have no fuch effect upon the public 
tafte of thofe countries. I lhould therefore fuppofe, that the true reafon is to be fought 
for in the cuftoms and natural genius of the people. Moil of the ftudents of the place 
are muficians, and begin very early in life to give ferenades and concerts in the fquares 
and public places of the city. 

The numerous garrifon which is conflantly kept here, contributes not a little to the 
livelinefsof this place; there are about nine thoufand men conitantly quartered here. 
The fix regiments of grenadiers are the fin eft body of infantry I have ever feen. The 
officers are excellent companions, and quite free from thofe prejudices from which other 
bodies of men are not yet totally exempt. 

The Jews make a confiderable part of the inhabitants of this place; there are at Ieafl 
mine or ten thoufand of them ; they have artifts and mechanics of their own religion, 
who live in the part of the town appropriated to them, which is called the Jews city. 

ta • It 
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It is pleafant enough to walk through this part of the town, ami fee their taylors and 
ihoetnakers at work in the middle of the ftreet. Their workmen are diflinguilhed from 
the Chriftian ones by their clownifhnefs and dirt. I am altonifhed as often as I think, 
how little of what was peculiar to themfelves in their cuftoms, thefe people have loft by 
their mixture with other nations: wherever I have feen them, excepting only in Hol¬ 
land, they are infinitely behind the Chriftians in every elegant refinement of life; and 
that they are otherwife in Holland, may be owing to inoit of thole who arc- f. tied 
there having come chiefly from Portugal, where the ptrfecutions they are expoied to 
compel them to afiimilate as much to Chriftians as poffible. At Prague they are diltin- 
guilhed from the Chriftians by a yellow handkerchief, which they are obliged to wear 
round their arms. Their induitry is wonderful; in almoft every inn there is a Jew, 
who does the bulinefs of a houfe fervant; he fills my fnuff-box, garters my ftockings,- 
does all the little matters I have occafion for; brufhes my fhoes, dulls my clothes, and 
is in every refpect a valet de place, excepting that he will take no money. He looks 
upon hiinfelf as extremely well paid for his trouble, by the gift of fame old clothes,- 
which he difpofes of again. Thefe fellows ferve many ftrangers on the fame terms, and- 
content themfelves with what they can make by trucking and bartering among their 
own people, without alking any thing farther. If you give them fomething to drink 
befides they are very thankful, but I have never feen them troublefome with their 
demands. 

What political inconfiftency!—The government of this place allows the Jews, the pro- 
feffed enemies of Chriftianity, freedom of thought, and liberty to ferve God in their own 
way, and refufes it to the Proteftants, who think as vve do in all the fundamental points 
of religion*, whilft a hoftile, deceitful, treacherous people, are maintained in the full- 
poffefiion of their rights and privileges; contrafls have been repeatedly (I do not fpeak 
only of what happened in former times, but under the laft government) violated with 
the Hufiites. It is a remarkable pheenomenon, dear brother, in the hiftory of the hu¬ 
man under (landing, that while philofophers all contend, that the more alike men are, 
the more they love each other, in religion it Ihould be quite different. Here the more* 
Iikenefs the more hatred. A member of one of the great houfes of this place, woulff- 
ten times rather treat with a Jew than with a Lutheran, though the Lutheran’s religion 
and his own are fo nearly alike. In Holland the reformed are much more favourable 
to the Catholics than to the Lutherans, and the States General had much rather allow 
the former freedom of religion than the latter. The Anabaptifts and Calvinills hate 
each other much more than either of them do the Catholics, and fo, in Ihort, you will 
find it univerfally, the nearer the religious feels approach, the more they hate one 
another. 

This city has neither an extenfive commerce nor any manufa&ory of confequence. 
There has long been a project of rendering the Moldau navigable, but hitherto this 
court has not been difpofed to be at any expence for the public, r id the thing cannot 
be done without a great expence. With us it' would have been done long ago, as you 
know we have improvements, in companion of which, this is only hi Id’s play. Were 
it once done, Prague would certainly gain a good deal by it; but ftill a great deal more 
would be required, before commerce could ilounfli here; there are, indeed, many im¬ 
pediments to get over; amongft the principal one may be reckoned the pride of the 
nobility, who with the greatell part of the national means in their hands are afhamedof 
trade;—the bad education of the children, which, within thefe ten or fifteen years, has 
been entirely monkilh, and by that means fitted them more for llrenuous idlenefs than 
induftrythe intolerance of the regency. Such obftacles as thefe all Jofeph’s efforts 
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the arms of the country on it; you meet with an entirely different agriculture, a differ¬ 
ent people, and a different language. I now, for the firft time, heard the common 
people fpeak intelligible German, for throughout Bavaria, Suabia, and Auftria, they 
fpeak a jargon, which a mqp, who has learned the language of a language-mafter, has 
the utmoft difficulty to underftand. I am now, for the firft time, really in Germany 
only a very fmall part of the country I have hitherto travelled through, to wit, the fmall 
ftrip of land which is betwixt the Danube and the Rhine in Suabia, made part of that 
old Germany, the inhabitants of which were fo formidable to the Romans; the remain* 
der is all conquered country, which at that time was called Vindelicia, Rhaetia, and 
Pannonia. In the times of Pepin and Charlemagne the limits of Germany were con¬ 
fined even on this fide; for as the Slavonians had before driven the Burgundians, Sua- 
bians, .and other German nations over the Elbe, thefe now poffeffed themfelves of their 
habitations, and drove the inhabitants of Germany, who lived in the diftri&s of Mentz 
and Rheims. into Gaul. The nations were like a row of balls, the moft eaftern of 
which was ft ruck and drove the others forward in fucceffion. In modern times, that is, 
ever fince Luther, Saxony has been looked on as one of the firft provinces of Germany, 
in every fenfe of the word. In regard to literature particularly, the Saxons were to the 
reft of the Germans, what the Florentines were feme centuries ago to the other people 

.of_, But I am going too faft, you fliall know all this in due time ; I mult 

firft tell you how I got here, and what was the face of the country through which I 
.came. 

The part of Bohemia, through which our way from Prague hither lay, feems infi¬ 
nitely richer and more beautiful than that betwixt Prague and Auftria. The agricul¬ 
ture, like the country itfelf, is more varied, the people live clofer together and feem to 
.be happier. Hills, woods, plains, and vales, form an agreeable contrail with each other-, 
and the vine, which is not to be feen elfewhere on this fide Prague, here covers the 
ikies of the hills. 

We faw the well wooded peak of the Ertzgtbcrge, the higheft fummit of which parts 
Saxony and Bohemia. Thefe hills are but of a very moderate height, and if they make 
a refpeftable appearance here, it is only becaufe, from hence to the mouth of the Elbe 
and the eaftern fea, there is no other remarkable hill to be feen. The people who come 
up here from the low lands, and for the firft time of their lives fee a hill which deferves 
the name, make a great ftiout, and think that they have feen the pedeftal of heaven ; 
juft fo in Bohemia, the Riefengebergc is indebted for its reputation to the fmall notion 
’which thofe who have brought it into repute have of hills; and thus it may formerly 
have been with Atlas, Olympus, Othos, Parnaffus, and the other hills fo noted in 
hiftorv- 

Moore, who travelled this road before me, afferts that there is a great difference in 
point of natural fertility, betwixt the borders of Saxony and the borders of Bohemia, 
to the advantage of the former; I have found the direft contrary. It is certain, that 
the foil of Bohemia is by nature much richer than any part of Saxony, which it fupplies 
with great part of its provifions. The circle of Leutmeriffer in particular, through 
-which the common road paffes, is uncommonly productive, nor is there any part of Sax¬ 
ony that can bear a comparifon with it; but then, on the other hand, the improved 
ftate of agriculture is vifible, as foon as you fet your feet on Saxon ground. One need 
only look round to be convinced that the conftitution of Saxony is infinitely more fa¬ 
vourable to induftry and agriculture than that of Bohemia. The Saxon farmer fliews 
more underftanding and reflection in the management of his land than the Bohemian 
, Q oe does, and every thing about him. attefts that he is no Have. 


Drefden 
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Drefden has a proud appearance, and offers on all fides a magnificent object; it is 
beyond all companion the fined city which I have yet feen in Germany. The houfes 
are built in a much better fade than tbofe of Vienna, and the eye is quite dazzled with 
the long and magnificent appearance of the bridge over the Elbe. This river, which at 
fame diftance from the city is confined within very narrow bounds, widens by degrees 
as you approach, and is here a powerful dream, which befpeaks all the magnificence of 
the town and date. The hills oppofite to the Lawfnifi have a mod magnificent appear¬ 
ance and the mountains on both fides the river, partly naked and partly planted with 
vineyards, form an uncommonly beautiful perfpeCtive. 

The manners and way of living of thefe people is as oppofite to what I have hitherto 
feen in Germany, as the beauty of thefe dreets, and the tafte difplayed in the buildings, 
is different from Suabia, Bavaria, Auftria, and Bohemia. Finer fhapes, more animated 
countenances, eafier and lefs condrained motions, general courtefy, univerfal cleanliriefs, 
are the features which immediately offer themfelves to obfervation, and mud drike every 
one who comes into this country by the fame route which I purfued. 

It was in an unfortunate moment that the fortifications about this town were fird built, 
but it is more unfortunate dill, that indead of pulling them entirely down, thofe who are 
concerned are at this indant employed in repairing them. Commanded as this.city is, 
from every fide, and with no reafonable expectations, in its prefent fituation, of ever 
being able to preferve a neutrality on the breaking out of any war betwixt the King of 
Pruffia and the Auftrians, it is more than any other in danger of being plundered and 
laid wade. Indeed one would have imagined that the devadations of the years 1758 
and 1760, were dill frefli enough in every man’s memory to have been a warning to 
the regency. 

The town does not feem to be peopled in proportion to the quantity of ground it 
dands on. The number of inhabitants is generally edimated at fifty thoufand, which 
many think too high. The fact is, that it has loft a third of its inhabitants fince the 
breaking out of the lad: Silefian war, and the death of King Augudus. 

The Grangers who knew this city before this sera, cannot fay enough of the difference 
there now is, a difference not fo much anting from the misfortunes of war, as from the 
ceconomy of the court, which has followed clofe on the didipation of other times. In 
the late Elector’s time, this court was perhaps the mod brilliant in Europe. The court 
band of mufic, the opera, and the dancers alone, were fuppofed to cod the Elector an¬ 
nually 300,000 Saxon guilders, or upwards of 780,000 French livres, Ifis table, his 
ftables, and his hunters, were all in the fame ftyle of expence. Strangers ufed to flow 
hither from all countries, to be partakers in this magnificence, and Drefden was the ren¬ 
dezvous of the north for tade and refined living. The numerous followers of the court, 
and the great number of drangers, occafioned a very extendve circulation of money, 
and made all the arts alive. In the midlt of this profufion debts were contracted, but 
they gave the EleCtor little concern, as is evident from the following anecdote. One 
night at the opera, having a fire-work, which was part of the decoration of a temple, 
and ufed to cod feveral hundred thalers, he called for his chamberlain, and defired to 
know the reafon of the omifiion j the chamberlain told him, that the heathen gods and 
goddeffes mult for this night be contented with a fire of twenty or thirty guilders, as 
there was no money left in the treafury to pay for any thing more fplendid. The 
Ele&or was compelled to acquiefce for the moment, as it was too late for him to do 
other wife, but he gave ftriCt orders, that in the next reprefen tation, and in every fuc- 
ceeding one, the whole fum of thalers Ihould be burnt out. A court which is mounted 
on this ton is feldom pofleffed of a firm and found government. 
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The miniflers were dazzled, like the Elector, with outfide fliew and fplendour; the) 
wanted to give themfelves airs of confequence, and embarked in enterprizes to which 
the impoverished {late of the country was not equal; the refult was, that they got into 
a confufion which prevented them from knowing either their own ftrength, or that ot 
the other powers they had to contend with. Univerfal diffipatipn produced falfehood, 
treachery, and every other vice; the molt important pofts were fold or given to flattery 
and intrigue ; one was made a privy-counfellor, becaufe he danced well, and another a 
general, becaufe he could blow the flute. 1 need not add, that women are ultimately 
the grand movers of the politics of fuch a court. 

It is generally agreed on, that the EleCtor himfelf loved fliew and cxpence more than 
he did women; but the fcandalous chronicle of his court goes beyond all that has ever 
been heard of the kind, and his love of fliew encouraged, at lead, if it did not produce, 
the diffolutenefs of his fubjeCts. Amidft the intoxication of profperity, the minifter 
adopted a plan of operations it was impoffible he fliould fee the end of, and which left 
him at the diferetion of the more powerful monarch, with whom he entered into a 
league againft a dangerous neighbour. This was probably one of the mofl Impolitic 
treaties which hiftory has to recount. The Saxons entered into an alliance with Ruffia, 
which was fo formidable to Poland; they attached therafelves to Auflria, which without 
them was ftronger than the King of Pruflia; and they endeavoured to weaken the 
power of this laft named monarch, who was able to maintain the balance of power in 
Germany. In all thefe three things they broke through the firft maxim of a nation, 
which is in the midft of others, never to take the part of the ftrongefl, but always that 
of the weakeft. A minifter whofe preparatives were fo weak, could not be expeCted 
to do much when he came to aCtion. I he King of Pruflia fell upon the country as 
Charles XII. had fallen upon Poland, under Auguftus the Second. The army, which 
was feventeen thoufand men ftrong, and which was expeCted to do fuch mighty things, 
furrendered without ftriking a ftroke, and no wonder, for fonie of the colonels were 
eunuchs. 

This total rout by degrees waked the genius of Saxony from his Cumbers; all the 
gentry of the country, excepting only the creatures of the minifter, were in a flame ; 
and now there was a chorus of creditors and complainants ot all orders, who made a 
horrid diflbnance with the Bacchanalian revels of former days. 

All the world gave the country over for loft, nor could it have been faved but for 
the free courfe given to the extraordinary fpirit of frugality and induftry, which marks 
the people?; and for a minifter, who was as active and patriotic as the other had been 
difiolute and cowardly. In one of my future letters I will give you an exaCt account of 
the prefent ftate of the country. 

One of the wonders which makes the mo ft noife here, is the celebrated green vault, 
or private treafury in the electoral palace. You would naturally imagine they would 
be thy of fhewing it to ftrangers, till what was carried to Holland and fold there during 
the laft Silefian war was replaced; no fuch thing, they made no difficulties whatever, 
but the man who the wed it me, and two Ruffian noblemen in my company, aflured me, 
that things were exaflly in Jiatu quo. The collection, after all, is ftill admirable; I ara 
however of opinion, that the treafures of Vienna and Munich are but little interior 
and I am much deceived, if thofe of fome cathedrals I have feen are not fully equal. 
The picture gallery , the collection of antiques, the prints, and the collection of natural 
hiftory, are much greater objects of curiofity, in my eyes, than the green vault . The 
picture gallery is the moft remarkable in Europe; betides the pictures in water-colours, 
it contains twelve hundred pieces of the beft mailers. Amongft them is the famous 
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birth of Chrift, commonly called The Nativity , by Corregio, which paffes for the beft 
work of that mafter; it coft above half a million of livres. Some perfons, however, 
prefer The St. George, likewife by Corregio; this ought properly to be called The Vir¬ 
gin, for /he is the principal figure in the piece, and the St. George, with other faints, is 
’/landing about her. The gallery contains feveral pieces by Carrachi, amongft which is 
his beft work *, it is a St. Roch giving alms; this picture is known in Italy by the name 
of Opera deli' Ekm&jim. 

LETTER XXII. 

Drefdcn. 

THE longer I Hay here, my deareft brother, the more I think myfelf at home; rhe 
manners, way ot living, amufements, converfation, and in Ihort, all that belongs to the 
inhabitants of this place, make me think myfelf at Paris. I only wi/h that our ladies, 
both married and unmarried, were as frefli and as handfome as the ladies of this place 
are. I recoiled! that an Auftrian lady made the following anfwer to a gentleman who 
was extolling the Saxon women in her company. “ Give us only,*’ faid ihe, (C as 
handfome and ftrong-buik men, as the Saxons are, and we will take care of the reft.” 

Eating and drinking do not go forwards here quite fo brilkly as in the fouthem parts 
of Germany; in this refpefi, indeed, the difference betwixt the Saxons and Germans I 
have hitherto lived with is total. The broth here is fo thin, the cookery fometimes fo 
cold, and always fo fiender, that I do not believe an inhabitant of Vienna could make 
fhift to. five a month with a family in the middling ranks of life here. Indeed I have 
had occafion to obferve, even in the very beft: houfes, an attention to the cellar and kit¬ 
chen, which in Auftria and Bavaria would pafs for poverty. 

This rigid ceconomy extends to every article of houfekeeping. The only appearance 
of expence is in the article of drefs; this, indeed, is carried farther here than it is in the 
ibuth of Germany, Every perfon in the middling rank of life, I might add in the lower 
ones too, men as well as women, drefs according to the fafhion; whereas at Vienna, 
Munich, and other places I have vifited, there is a kind of national drefs, which perfons 
even of a better kind conform to. 

1 lodge at a watchmaker’s, whofe two daughters have their regular toilettes , and have 
their hair dreffed every day} on the other hand, they content themfelves with a flice of 
bread and butter, or bread and cheefe for fupper, which I often partake of with them. 
There are hardly three noblemen’s houfes here which have ftables with twenty horfes in 
them ; and porters, valets de chambre , &c. which make fo great an object at Vienna, are 
very fcarce. It is true, they call a footman here valet de*chambre , as they do at Paris, 
but the wages of a Vienna valet de chambre are twice as high as thofe of a Drefden one, 
though living at Vienna is as cheap again. Here the women are not afliaraed to go 
into their kitchens, tell out their candles and bits of candles, and calculate how long 
they will bum. In a word, excepting only the article of drefs, every thing is in a ftyle 
of the ftricteft ceconomy. 

There are very lew rich people here; hardly any of the nobility have more than 
30,000 florins a year, and molt of the beft houfes have only from 15 to 20,000. As to 
the common people, they are always crying out on the want of money, the dearnefs of 
provifions, and the little that is to be got here by induftry ; and, if they compare things 
as they are now, with what they were under the late Elector, they have certainly fome 
reafon for their complaints, but I know no city in Germany, where there is fuch a 
general appearance of eafe and plenty as there is herej extreme poverty is as rare as 

u 2 overgrown 


RIESBECk’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


i- 4 a 

overgrown fortunes. The money in circulation is for the mod part thrown into motion 
by the induftry of the people, a thing which, more than any thing elfe, diftinguifhes this 
place from Vienna and Munich, which i’ubfitl only by the ex pences of the court, and the 
vices of'the nobility. 

This fingle town contains more manufacturers and ufeful artifts than all Bavaria. 
They make a large quantity of lerges, woollen, and filk cloths, &c. with which they 
carry on a great trade all through Germany. As the money is got by fuch hard labour 
it is not matter of wonder that they ftiould be fparing of it. 

The circumftances which the country was in during the reign of the late Elector, are 
by no means the moll favourable to political profperity. They remind one of a body 
which takes too much food and too little exerrife, for the fluids to be equally diflributed 
through the feveral canals. Some of the inhabitants of the place with whom I have 
talked on the fubjedt, have been forced to allow, that even during the time in which 
the court was in its greateft fplendour, there was much more poverty amongft the lower 
clafles than there is at prefent. The prodigality of the higher orders had tainted their 
inferiors, and the eafe with which it was to be got leflened the value of money in the 
eyes of the poffelfors. The greateft part of it went to foreigners, without fir ft circu¬ 
lating, as it fliould have done, amongft the natives. Flatterers, pimps, whores, pro¬ 
jectors* dancers, fingers, and the like, divided the booty of the court amongft them, and 
carried the greateft part of it out of the country ; only thofe who were near the court 
partook in any confiderable degree of the fpoils ; the remainder was loft in fo many nar¬ 
row channels, that the greateft part of the people never got a fhare of it. Indeed Munich 
is a vifible inltance in our own day how little even the molt unlimited paffion of a court 
for pleafure and expence can contribute to the well-being and true happinefs of the in¬ 
habitants of a great city. I am ready, however, to allow that there is lefs mirth here 
than there was formerly ; at leaft it is certain that the natural good humour and jo¬ 
vially, which nature has given to thefe people, is often clouded over with a certain me¬ 
lancholy ; this may be occafioned, as at Paris, by the recollection of their great debts, 
but I rather think it is owing to their uncommon and extraordinary oeconomy, and the 
rellraint this throws on the f reedom of their minds. It is. however, certainly in confe- 
quence of this provident caft, that there -is more true pleafure to be met with here than 
in any town of Germany 1 have hitherto vifited. The people of Vienna and Munich 
know no other delight than to fill their paunches, divert themfelves with the nonfenfe of 
a harlequin, and play at nine pins. All the gardens of the inns of Vienna are laid out 
in bowling-greens ; I reckoned twenty of them in one garden. Here they know how 
to mix mtelleftual plea lures with fenfual ones. They, like us, are in the habit of making 
final! country parties, and have a tafte for the various beauties of nature j even amongft 
the middling ranks there is a tafte for the fine arts, and reading is aimoft univerfal; 
nor is the latter, as in the fouthern parts of Germany, confined within the narrow 
bounds of plays and romances, but it extends to good books of hiftory, morality, and 
other important fubjedts. The fcciety of nobles have a reader with a title and appoint¬ 
ments. I think Mr. Pilati’s oblervation of the difference there is betwixt the Proteftant 
and Catholic parts of Germany in this refpedt a very juft one : he fays, that the young 
men of twenty in the former know more than many old literati by profeffion do in the 
latter. The difference ftruck me fo much that I felt as if : had juft come out of Spain 
into France. All that they are endeavouring with fo much clatter to introduce into the 
fchools of Vienna, feems to have been done here fome generations ago. A few days 
fince, I vifited a fchool in a village at a little diftunce from the town, and found more 
order and real iaftru&ion in it than in the belt fchools at Vienna. The molt ordinary 
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people here difplay in every thing a nice acquaintance with whatever regards good man¬ 
ners, and the conduct of facial life* In the foot hern parts of the country, excepting 
only a fmall (trip of Suabia, a common citizen is a ftranger in his own circle, and thinks 
of aothing in thecourfe of the week but how to guttle on the Sunday. 

The contrail betwixt the women of the two countries is equally linking. Thofe of 
the fouthern parts of Germany have nothing but rheir beauty, but thefe have beauty 
and animation too. They appear, however, foon to fade, and 1 favv few women paft 
thirty, in whom the marks of old age were not apparent. Poffibly this may be owing 
in feme degree to their extreme vivacity ; but I IhouLd rather think it owing to the Hea¬ 
der nourifhment, joined to their great labour and the weight of their domeftic cares. 
The Bavarian women perhaps excel thofe of Drefden in complexion, but the latter are 
much better made, and their countenances are much more interefting* 

The theatres here are in the fame Hate as all other public aum Cements which require 
expence. The inhabitants are too ceconomicul to pay for ail entertainment, which the 
court formerly gave them for nothing, and the iofs of which is eafily made up for by the 
charms of their private focieties. A few years ago, there was one of the belt company 
of comedians in all Germany here; the manager, Mr. Seiler, had no fettled abode, but 
ufed to vifit the fair of Leiptick, and the other neighbouring cities, where he got toge¬ 
ther all the adiors he could pick up from different parts of the world, fo that his com¬ 
pany was at one time feventy-feven perfons Jlrong. He gave uncommon falaries for 
the mailer of a [trolling company to give. Madam Helmett, one of the belt fingers in 
Germany, and now firft finger to the court of Mentz, had 2000 thalers, near 200L a 
year from him; at that time, however, he could eafily afford to do thefe things, as no 
people in Germany were more attached to theatrical amufements than the people of 
Leipfick and thofe of Drefden, But thefe times are gone by, and their being lb con¬ 
vinces me chat the people of this place have founder heads than thofe of Vienna, Mu¬ 
nich, and other places, Mr. Seiler has latterly met with fo little encouragemant here, 
that after having contracted debt upon debt, and tried his fortune an the Rhine, in the 
end he is become a bankrupt. At prefent the court has a national theatre on the fame 
plan with that of Vienna; that Is, it pays the expences and takes the receipts; thefe 
laft, however, are not very confiderabSe, owing to the frugality of the people, fo that it 
is probable this theatre will ceaie as the court theatre did at the beginning of the Bava¬ 
rian war. ^Private theatres, efpecially thofe where children are the actors, Houriih much 
more here than the national one does. 

One of the nioft honourable and beautiful charadieriftics which diftmguiflies the Sax¬ 
ons from the inhabitants of the fouth of Germany, is their warm attachment for their 
native country, and the mtereft they take in every tiling that relates to it; even far down 
in the middling ranks, every body here fee ms acquainted with the circumftancesof both 
court and country; it was here that I heard, for the firft time, the words my country pro¬ 
nounced with energy, and a kind of intelligent and honourable pride. The ladies of the 
place ufe their gallantry as ours do, as a fpur to make the men do their duty ; they bear 
a (hare in converfation on war, treaties, and every bufmefs of {fate ; they love their of¬ 
ficers and Ibldiers, and fpeak with pleafure of the actions in which they have dilUnguiih- 
ed themfelves* The younger officers recommend ihemfelves to them by aflammg a 
military air, which in my opinion is unbecoming. Whenever they happen to mention 
the minifters who betrayed their country, it is always with contempt and abhorrence.— 
Though the King of Prulfia has not done much to gain their affedtions, they fpeak with 
wonder of his great adtions, and thin twit hall mankind, that It would have oeen better 
for all parties it they had attached themfelves to him, inlteadof uniting with the Auftri- 
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ans, towards whom, the perfon of the Emperor alone excepted, every body fliews great 
animofity, notwithftanding all that the country has fuffered from the King of Pruffia. 
In a word, brother, it is as if I was at home, where a participation in the common in- 
terefts of the country animates every fociety, and is the life and foul of all company. 

The Saxon troops have a very martial appearance; they are not, however, fo well difei- 
plined as the Auftrian or Prullian ones, nor yet fo ftiff; they are like the Englilh, who are 
only fotdiers when they are in action, and do not trouble themfelves much about the bufi- 
nefs at other times. They are as brave as any thing you can call brave, but at this time 
of day bravely alone is not fufficient. They tell you a ftory of them which would appear 
ridiculous, perhaps, in -the eyes of a Pruffian or Auftrian commander, but which mull 
recommend them to a friend of human nature, and a citizen of the world. The officers 
of a Saxon regiment of dragoons, which made part of the army that fought againfi 
Prince Henry of Pruffia in Bohemia, took an oath ,fub div> that they would put to death 
,any of their number who fliould run away in aftion. 

Of late there is a projeft fet on foot to put the army, which confifts of twenty-five 
thoufand men, upon the fame footing as the Pruffian one, but hitherto the reform has 
nor gone very deep ; and, for my own part 4 ! believe it to be as mad a fcheme as it would 
-be to attempt making an Englifh army adopt Pruffian tactics. 


1 'ETTER XLIH. 

T5 ref den. 

IT is owing to theconflitution of the country, that the Saxons arepoffeffed of a quite 
different fpirit from that of the Bavarians or Auftriaus. The power of the E left or is 
more limited than that of any other fovereign in Germany. The Saxon dates have had 
fp ; rit enough to maintain themfelves in the poffeffion of their rights, which mod of the 
llates belonging to the other countries have loft more through their own negligence and 
cowardice than by the defpotifm of the princes. 

The court cannot make the fm all eft law without the confent of the dates; thefe are 
made upof three orders, the abbots of Merf burg, Metfcn, and Naunkurg, as reprefen- 
■tatives of the clergy; the count Schwartzburg, Seims t Stollburg , and Schomburg^ as the 
reprefentatives of the higher nobility, and the univerfities of Leipfick, and Wirtemberg, 
.compofe the firft; thefecond confifts of the gentry belonging to the feven circles of the 
empire j the number of thefe is uncertain. A member of this body, beftdes eight quar¬ 
ters of nobility on the fide of both father and mother, muff poffefs a freehold eftate* 
•but if, which is often the cafe, he has even three or four of them, he has only a fmgle 
•vote; fo that the exercife of the office is more attached to the perfon than the property. 
The reprefentatives of the towns, in number one hundred and two, from the third or¬ 
der, The general affemblies meet only every f:x years, but there is a deputation, which 
commonly affembles every two years, to confider of all the extraordinary cafes that come 
before it. ‘i hefe ftates do not only direft the levy of taxes, and attend to the payment 
of debts, but they watch ever fide} cenmifk, the maintenance of the eftablifhed religion, 
the non-alienation of the eleftora! lands, and various other matters. The conftitution of 
•the Lawfmfs is the fame in every refpeft. 

The payment of the debts is what gives them the moft employment; the whole of 
thefe amount to 26,000,000 of thalers, of Saxon money, or fomething more than 
2,600,000 pounds. They pay every year about t ,200,00c guilders, or 154,100 


If 
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If you add to this, three and a half per cent, of intereft, it will be a long time before 
the debt is paid. 

But notwithstanding this, the date treafury is in very good credit, as it is ft-cure from 
all mancBuvres of the court, and diftinguithed by the moll ex aft rectitude: when the 
country was a! mod ex h stifled by the diilreffes of the lalt war, and its credit much im¬ 
paired, the bills fell confidurably ; this gave rife to the fpeculations of feme foreign and 
domeftic merchants, who bought up the bills at a low price. Three years, however, 
were not elapfed before it became vifible that the country had diffident refources, and 
the paper rote to its original value. Mod of the (peculators gained from 50 to 60 per 
cent. The wonderful alteration (truck the merchants of Hamburg, Lubeck, Bremen, 
and Holland, and the dates proceeded to pay the remainder of the debts,, which by this 
manoeuvre have been already in a great degree difcharged by their fubjeds. 

The revenue of the country amounts to about 6,230,000 thalers, or about 620,000 
pounds. The taxes are all appropriated by the dates to fpecific purpofes; nor can the 
Eie&or make any alteration in the dedination of them without their conlent,. He has- 
his own privy purfe, to the fupply of which particular revenues are alfo appropriated. 
The dates have agreed, that the army ftiallbe increafed in the fame proportion as the 
debts leffen. Each prince of the blood has a revenue of 56,000 thalers* or about 5060k 
which, as the prefent family is exceeding numerous, is a confideraole article. The Im¬ 
perial court confidered it as a great n£t of cOndefcenfion, to fuffer a Saxon prince of this- 
court to marry the Archduchefs Chridina; but the Saxons tell you, that, great as the 
honour was, it would have been dill greater if the magnificence of the Imperial court 
had enabled the Duke of Saxe Tefchen to do without this allowance. 

There are few countries in Germany, which, in proportion to the fize of it,, produce 
as good a revenue as Saxony. It is true that the taxes are very high, but there are few 
other countries who have drength enough to bear fuch ; and as the exchequer is in the 
hands of true patriots, and effectually fecured againd any attempts of the court, what is 
paid is fure to be employed to the bed advantage of the country. 

There is nothing more ftriking in the political world, than the difference betwixt Ba¬ 
varia and Saxony. Both countries are of an equal fize, and enjoy an equal number of 
natural advantages. Both have alfo a conditution, only the Bavarians have of late years 
fold, and even paid away their privileges; both are parts of a circle, and yet the firft 
contains eighteen large, and two hundred and fix fmall towns ; whereas the latter has 
only forty in all, amongd which there is not one, Munich only excepted, that is to be 
compared, I do not fay in riches, but in population, with the fmalleft of the eighteen 
Saxon towns; and there are at lead fifty out of the two hundred and fix fmall Saxon 
towns, which are richer than the richefl of the Bavarian ones. Saxony has one million 
nine hundred thou land ; Bavaria, one million one hundred and eighty thoufand inhabi¬ 
tants. The fird raifes above eleven million of guilders; the latter not more than fix 
millions. Saxony has a much greater debt, but the debt is in the way to be paid, and 
the country was able to raife twenty thoufand men to join the Pruflian army in refcuing 
^fiavaria from the Houfe of Audria ; whild Bavaria could only raife fix thoufand men, 
in order, to have the appearance of entering a protedation againd the Audrian preten- 
fions, and its debts remain unpaid. 1 

It is not uncommon in Germany to aferibe thefe political differences to the difference 
of religion; but why then does not the fame religion produce the fame effects in France, 
Tufcany, Genoa, Venice, the Imperial Netherlands, and Audria, all which are flourifti- 
ing countries, notwithdanding that the inhabitants are not Protedants ? Shall we fay, 
that the catholicifm of Bavaria is of a better kind for the purpofes of theology, and 
of a worfe for thofe of politics; or that the fault lies chiefly in the government, which has 
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the fame influence on religion as the air has on the barometer? Religious enthufiafm is 
not oi iifelj hurtful to induftry and focial virtues, as is evident by the example of the 
Englilh independants and Quakers, who are active and alert enough, not with ft an ding 
their religious creed. No religion neceflarily requires a corruption of manners, wan- 
tonnefs, or lazinefs. When, therefore, a religion proves hurtful to the (fate, it arifes 
bom the mode of education, the manners, the government, and other local circum- 
ftances. Under a weak ad mini ft ration religion breaks out into abufe, from the interefted 
views of its minifters, and the folly and ftupidity of the people j but every other human 
iuftitution does the fame j fo that I believe every religion, like every government, to be 
good, when it is well adminiftered, A wife and efficient regency Is omnipotent; and 
the example of Peter the Great has fhewn clearly enough, that a wife man may make 
every religion contribute to render a flare flourifhmg. With refpecl to opinions, the 
religion of the multitude is nearly alike in all places. It almoft univerfally confifts in a 
blind fubtniffion to the authority of the priefl. I have feen enough to convince me of 
this, in fome Proteflant countries, which pafs for the raoft enlightened in religious mat¬ 
ters. The great difference betwixt mankind, that by which fome are made good and 
others bad citizens, depends upon the morals, which are a confeq iience of the education, 
and with which religious op'mions have little to do. I fhall make you underftand my 
fentiments on this fbbje£t better in my next letter, in which I mean to fay foinething of 
the reformation, hut, in the meantime, I cannot help communicating fome remarks I 
have made upon the fubjeft in my journey through Germany, as they ferve to illuftrate 
my pofition. 

In almoft all the Catholic dates I have travelled through, I have met with Italians who 
were mod of them in affluence. All thefe came beggars into Germany", and have made 
their fortunes in a foreign country, without any domeltic afliflance whalfoever. It is not 
more than thirty or forty years ago, that almoft all the rich merchants in the middling 
and lefler dates of Germany were Italians. I think this fufficient to prove, that the in- 
d’uftry and frugality by which thefe people have made their fortunes, are no attributes of 
a particular mode of religion, butarife from circumdances in the local charaaer, which 
madly takes its colour from education. The frugal, deep-thinking and induftrious 
Waljhes have capital diffident in their charader, eafily to gain an advantage in the ma¬ 
nagement of worldly matters, over the lazy, diflipated, and dupid German Roman 
Catholics, though the religion of both be the fame. I have fpoken with fome of thefe 
Italian parvenus, who complained bitterly, that it was much more difficult to make a for. 
nine in Germany now than it had formerly been. No doubt but that this is owing to a 
much better inode of education having been introduced by the government amongft the 
people with whom they have to do. Is there any man who is not adoniffied at the different 
degrees of induftry which prevail among the Italians themfelves ? and yet they have all 
the lame leligion. I here is, perhaps, lefs fuperdition at Rome, than in any part of the 
Roman Catholic world; but are the Romans therefore more indudrions than the Ge- 
noefe, who are the groffeft bigots known? Mind, I am not fpeaking of the difeiplineof 
the church, nor of the riches of the cioyfters, nor yet of Annates^ Pallium f difpenfations, 
and other popifh tiibutes* nor even of the ufurpation of the i pi ritual power and the like 
all of which may be very hurtful to a date, but do nofbelong to the eflence of religion! 
I he dilpute is only on the influence which fpeculative opinions have on the induftry of 
men. In my opinion they have none. It is an obforvation every day made, that a man 
may be the mod foperftitious of mortals in fome things, and yet the fharpeft and matt 
clear-lighted of all mankind in others; nor are the Saxons, according to my way of 
thinking, indebted to their more philofophical religion, for the greater degree ofhappi- 
nefs they enjoy as citizens. 6 rr 
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The refigion of the court of this place is not well calculated to leffen the prejudices 
of the Saxon public againfl: CathoGcifm. It is formed upon the Jefuit plan, and I have 
already told you, that the German Jefuits are of all monks the greateft. I was told an 
anecdote, which is certainly true, and does the court ecclefi allies no great honour. At 
the beginning of the prefent reign, the Jefuits were afraid that the fovereign might change 
the national religion ; for, befides that he was at that time very young, he loved his 
people, and had .overtures made him on the fubjecJ. The EleCtrels too, a very pene¬ 
trating, and in every rcfpeft, amiable woman, was much difTatisfied with the Jefuits. To 
prevent innovations, a fpeflre appeared to the Duke, and after having threatened him 
with all the torments of hell-fire, if he ventured to make the purpofed change, forbad 
him to fay any thing of what had happened, and promifed to return again at a certain 
period. The Duke was very penfive for fonte time, at length his wife, who loved him 

as he deferved, wrung the fecret from him, and told it to the prince of-if ho waited 

for the fpirit on the appointed night, and put him to death with his Spanith toledo. 1 he 
following day he came into company and faid, “ 1 have faved myfelf the payment of 
500 thalers, J)y accidentally killing tny confeflor.” 

Notwithftanding his little tinge of German jefnitirm, the Ele&or is a moll amiable 
prince; he knows none of the vices, which princes who are obliged to tmft the greateft 
part of their bufinefs to their minifters, generally addict themfelves to. He has alfo 
underftanding and-a&ivity fufficient to form a right judgment of important affairs, which 
he often carries through entirely, either by his perfonal exertions, or the orders he gives 
for the purpofe. All his minifters likewife are men who deferve his confidence.^ They 
are well informed and induftrious patriots, who, both with regard to foreign affairs and 
internal adminiftration, follow a uniform fyftem, a thing amongft many others, by which 
they diftinguilh themfelves from the Bavarian minifters. Their entering into the Ba¬ 
varian war, as they did fome years ago, was a certain proof of their not being warding 
in fpirit, though their hands were fomewhat cramped by the internal circumftances of 
the country. When once the money, which now goes towards difeharging the intereft 
and principal of the debts, can be applied to the augmentation of the army, and the 
court is enabled to make ufe of its whole ftrength, no doubt the minifter will take other 
ground than that he now (lands upon. The country will then be in a (late to keep up 
an army of forty or fifty thoufand men, without any uncommon exertion, and of courfe 
will be always able to maintain a neutrality. As things are now circumftanced, it mu ft 
neceffarily take a fide, and attach ilfelf either to Pruflia or Auftria. As long as the 
peace lafts, it gives equal hopes to both fides; but in cafe of a breach, it will, in my 
opinion, incline rather to the Pruflian than the Au(Irian party, not merely on account 
of the attempts which the Auftrians- are daily making to enflave the empire, and the 
weight which their enormous power gives to thofe attempts, but becaufe the Saxons, on 
their part, have many private reafons for being diffatisfied with the conduct of the 
Imperial court towards them. 

The difference there is betwixt the religion of the Prince and that of the people, has 
no effefl on the national bufinefs. It is not therefore probable that this court will ever 
facrifice its religion* to its temporal interefts, as Auguftus did when he afeeuded the 
throne of Poland, if they (houtd come into competition. 

In Germany religion is naturally various. The Houle of Wirtemberg has every fed 
of Chriltendom in it. The family of Prince Frederic Eugene is Lutheran ; the Great 
Dutchefs has embraced the Greek religion, and the bride of the Hereditary Prince of 
Tufcany will, no doubt, turn Catholic. As there are likewife princeffes of Brandenburg 
in this houfe, it has al r o a mixture of Calvinifm in it. Certainly this is the l'ureft way 
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to fpread toleration throughout Europe, and the friends of mankind are much indebted 
to the princes of Germany for it. With refpett to the Saxons, if the reigning monarch 
were a prince of lei's fenfe than he is, they arc perfectly fate from the fear of all religi¬ 
ous peri'ec tit ions. The ftates have fo limited his power in this lefped, as to oblige him 
to have only two Catholic privy counfellore. This is the reafon why, notwithstanding 
the aniinofity of the Saxons againft the Catholics, which is much greater than molt 
people imagine, they have a great afteCtion for their prince. 

LETTER XLIV. 

Leipftck. 

SAXONY is a princely country, brother. I have taken a confiderable tour, and have 
come hither through the Erizgebcrg, over Freyberg, Marienberg, Annaberg, and then 
over Swickau, and Altenburg. One would imagine that the number of hills which 
border Bohemia muft be entirely undermined. There are pits upon pits dug in them, 
and all the valleys refound with hammers. A more induflrious people than the Saxons 
I have not yet feen. The whole chain of mountains is filled with men, who force their 
nourifhment from the naked woods. They nor only work {tones and minerals in every 
poffibte way you can conceive, but every town has befides fome manufacture of linen, 
lace, ribbands, cotton, handkerchiefs, flannel, or fomething elfe, which takes up an in¬ 
numerable quantity of hands. When fafhion, or the caprice of their neighbours, ruin 
one manufactory, they have always ten others to fet up to make up for the lofs. 

Freyberg contains upwards of twenty-five thoufand, and Swickau upwards of fifteen 
thoufand inhabitants. The other cities I faw are like the market towns, uncommonly 
populous and animated. The fame induftry and eafy circumftances are met with on 
the other fide of the Elbe, throughout the Laufits, whither I made an excurfion from 
Drefden. BaufFen, Gorlifs, and Zittaw, are flately cities, full of trade and bufinefs. 
What a contraft with the fouthern parts of Germany! an immenfe tract, throughout 
the whole of which I did not fee a fingle place, excepting the refidence of the court, 
and fome Imperial cities, which could bear a comparifon with any of thefe Saxon towns. 
You would imagine that the Ertzgeberg and foreft of Thuringia, had been fet by Pro¬ 
vidence as the limits betwixt light and darknefs, induftry and lazinefs, freedom and 
flavery, riches and poverty. Poffibly yon cannot find in the whole world fo ftrong a 
contraft betwixt two people, who are fo near each other, as there is between the Saxons 
and Bohemians; and yet nature has done infinitely more for the laft than {he has for 
the fir ft. 

The mines are an inexhauftible fource of riches to this country j they almoft all be¬ 
long to companies of private men. The works are divided into certain portions, part of 
which the company works free of cofts for the court, which receives what is got from 
them. The revenue of the court, from all the mines of the country, is eftimated at 
400,000 guilders, which is hardly a fifth part of what they produce. A ftill much 
more confiderable fum is gained by manufacturing the produce, as very little of it is 
exported raw. The Saxons prepare fteel and copper, and have a great number of gold 
and fitver manufactories. The Saxon arms are known all over the world. 

The Saxons have diftinguiihed themfelves by their fldll in mining all over Europe. 
It is fpoken of even by Spanifh and Neapolitan writers. Their ftrong bodies, their in¬ 
defatigable induftry, and their good underftanding, particularly qualify them for this 
kind of employment, which is undoubtedly the molt complicated and laborious of all 
human occupations, and which requires the greateit variety of knowledge to bring to 
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perfection, fn my opinion, mining is one of the ftrouged chara£teriftic$ which diftin- 
guifhes the Germans, particularly the Saxons, from our countrymen. The Frenchman, 
though much quicker, is eafiiy conquered by difficulties, is difpiWted when the firft heat 
does not get the better of the opposition, is fond of changing the objeft of his purlint* 
is defirous of getting a great deal at once, in a word, is only adapted to enterprises, 
which require a quick comprehenfive genius and readinefs ; he is confequently much 
iefs fit for this work, than the cold, pen live, inquifitive, penetrating, preferving, and in¬ 
defatigable German, who can employ himfelf in the moft unthankful offices without 
being weary. No doubt, there are many valuable mines in the French dominions. 
Every body knows the projects of Colbert and his fucceffors. They have been taken 
tip again in our own time by M. Turgot ; but the genius of the nation has hitherto coon* 
terafted every effort of the kind that lias been made* 

The inhabitants of the fmalleft villages in the Saxon mountains, though often fhut 
out from the world by hills on each fide, are more poSilked, better bred, and more 
alive, than thofe of the largeft towns in thefouth of Germany* 

Reading is almoft universal in this country; fodabilityand hofpitaltty accompany and 
encourage the hardeft labour; even the focieties of the inferior ranks are diftinguiflied 
by the liberality, knowledge of the world, wit, and jollity to be met with in them. The 
women are throughout remarkable for the beauty of their fhapes, the animation of their 
looks, and their infinite fpirit, cafe, and vivacity, and yet they are quite good uaCured, 
and admirable houfewiveg. The men have of late, indeed, begun to complain a little, 
that for fome time pa ft, their beautiful partners have been too much addicted to vanity; 
but their clamours would foon ceale, if the women were to unite and make a law, that 
every eighth or tenth man fhould take an Auftrian or Bavarian wife for the edification 
of the whole community. For my own part, the article of drefs alone excepted, I have 
not been able to difcover a fingle excrefcence which wants pruning ; whereas the Bava¬ 
rian and Auftrian women, befides being full as fond of drefs, break out a little both at 
bed and board, and do not concern themfelves at all with domeftic matters. 

The uncommonly large population of this country expofes the inhabitants to no frtiall 
di ft refs in times of Scarcity * The land does not produce a tenth part of the grain ne- 
ceflary for the confumption "of the people, who are obliged to fupply their wants from 
Bohemia* The univerfal fcarcity which prevailed in Europe nine or ten years ago, was 
no where more feverely felt than here, many thoufands died, a part through abfolute 
want, and a part from being obliged to eat bad provikons. Great numbers were in¬ 
debted for their lives to the free-mafon’s lodges at Drefden, Lcipfick, Fridburg, and 
other places, the members of which did an incredible deal for the relief of the neceffities 
of their brethren. If any country Hands In need of granaries, it is this. As foon as the 
fmalleft fcarcity is perceived, the exportation from the neighbouring countries is Hopped 
Up, and the Saxon plains are too much peopled eafily to bear the lofs of their harveft* 
Government lias made fome regulations ; but in the prefent ftate of the finances of the 
country, it is impoflible that it fhould do as much as vrauld be requifite to fecure the 
inhabitants of the mountains againft every event. 

Confpicuous as the induftry and commerce of this people is, the fit nation of the 
farmer amongft them is in all refpefts pitiable* The fault, however, is in the conftitu- 
tionof the country, not in the inhabitants, who area frank, diligent, and intelligent peo¬ 
ple, No doubt, but the diftrefs is owing to the quantity of land in the hands of great 
farmers. Along^che foot of the Ertggeberg mountain, and in the plain, you can hardly 
count the fteeples, which you fee on all fides of you. The number of villages in the 
Ekiftorat territory, taking in the Laitfifs, is near fix thou fan d. I faw feveral farmers 
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who plough with one ox and one cow. Many of them have only one cow, which fur- 
nifhes them with milk, and likewife ferves them to plough with. It is true, indeed, that 
the fine and light foil of this part of the world requires, in general, no uncommon ex¬ 
ertion ; but it is impoflible that a farmer fliould do well with fo little cattle. You eafrly 
difcover in their houfekeeping, that they are obliged to cut very clofe. Great part of 
them live upon potatoes, cabbages, and turnips, and you very leldom fee meat at their 
tables. Their attachment to coffee is extremely great; it is the only nourilhment of • 
fome of them ; and the profufe ufe they make of it, is a ftrong contrail with their pe- 
nurioufnefs in other refpefis. It is made in large pots, but is fo weak as to have hardly 
the colour of the berry. Mo ft likely they confider it as the cheapeft and moft ftrength- 
ening of liquors. Their cleanlinefs in the midft of their poverty is remarkable. The 
Suabian farmers are lords, in comparifon with thofe of Saxony, and on the whole, the 
happieft I have yet feen. 

Throughout the whole level country, even the common people fpeak good German, 
and fo, excepting in the mountains, do all the farmers. There is no province in France 
of a like extent, in which the people throughout fpeak French as well as the Saxons do 
German. Some miles from Leipfick I vifited a gentleman, for whom I had letters from 
Drefden, on his eftate. I thought myfelf come to a lchool of paftoral felicity, and I 
fhall ever look upon the few days I (pent with him as fome of the happieft of my life. 
The eftates of thefe gentlemen are fmall, as the Saxon nobility in general are as poor as 
they are numerous; but it is to this very poverty that they owe their happinefs. I hey 
■underftand how to unite the beautiful with the ufeful, tafte with fimplicity, oeconomy 
with various amufements, and nature with art, in fuch a manner, as to make that bufi- 
nefs which other men look upon as a punifliment, a fource of endlefs uninterrupted fe¬ 
licity. They relilh pleafure as epicureans do rich wines, which they keep a long while 
on the palate, in order to relifh the flavour. They underftand how to mix the araufe- 
ments and the occupations of the country fo as to make them follow each other in agree¬ 
able fucceflion fo well, that it is worth while to come amongft them to read Virgil’s 
Georgies, which I am perfuaded cannot be read any where elfe with io much pleafure. 
Fifhing is a very weighty and moft important bufinefs with them, and the art has been 
no where brought to fo great a perfection as it is here. They have feparate ponds in 
which the fifh are kept, according to their ages and with different intentions. 1 hefe 
ponds are in fallow lands, which are at certain times broke up and ploughed again; fo 
that the eftate reaps a double advantage by this method. I he management of woods 
and of fheep is alfo brought to a great degree of perfection here. T.hey not only 
cut down their trees with great judgment, but ftudy the art of planting, and what 
trees are fit for each foil with fingular felicity. I am perfuaded that we Frenchmen 
might learn much of the Saxons on this head, as well as on every other part of rural 

oeconomy. ■ t 

The Saxon wool is famous for being the beft in Europe, after the Spamfh and 
Englifh : fometimes it is ufed raw, fometimes it is manufactured into clothes, (lock¬ 
ings, and gloves, but moft generally it is coloured and exported as a manufacture. The 
inimitable blue wools, which have their name from the country, are brought into 
France. 

To thefe various practical and theoretical improvements of their land, the nobility 
add fmall walks, vifits to their friends in town and country, collections of nature and 
art, attention to improve the fchools of their diftriCls, poetry, and mufick. The rich, 
amongft whom I reckon thofe who have from 8 to 1 0,000 guilders a year, (moft of 
them have, only from 3 to 6, and feveral from 8co to sooo guilders,) come to town for 

only 
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only one or two months in the year. Their daughters are the levelled: and clevereft 
creatures in the world. Their natural fenfibility generally contracts a romantic turn in 
the flillneTs of the country, which appears in their converfation and actions, and leads 
them to take unguarded tteps in the firft years ot life, Unequal marriages and elope¬ 
ments are extremely frequent here. In Suabia, Bavaria, and Auftria, l met with Saxon 
girls of good family, who in the lafl Silefian war had eniilted with officers of the impe¬ 
rial and circular armies, and who all made excellent wives and mothers. At Prague I 
met with a Saxon girl of a good family, who partly from a confiderable {hare of fenfi¬ 
bility, as (he confelfed herfelf with tears in her eyes, and partly from want of knowledge 
ot the world, was a common woman. Lefling’s comedy, Minna von Barnhsim , which 
doubtlels you have read, exhibits fame of the romantic part of this character, but in 
general it is more a picture of the town ladies. The country^ girls have not in general, 
the coquetry and livelinefs of Minna: they are more penfive and more tender, but all 
of them are as hand feme as angels. The kind of reading in fafliion in Germany, which 
is moftly novels and romances, is no proper nourifhment for the ladies of Saxony, who 
are by nature of fitch inflammable confutations. 

Leipfick is a very frnall, but very handfome, and in fome places, fplendid city. The 
number of its inhabitants, reckoning the fuburbs, amounts to near thirty thoufand ; it 
was greater formerly. The way of living is totally different from any 1 have hitherto 
ieen in the other Saxon towns. Much more luxury and profufion reigns here than at 
Drefden. They play in all companies, and often extremely high. The ladies of this 
place are far behind hand with their countrywomen of the other towns in domeftic (eco¬ 
nomy, but agree with them in the articles of drefs and coquetry. Amongft the literati 
who fwarrn here, there are too many boafters, petit mattres, ignoramuffes, and fools of 
all forts; io that I fometimes thought myfelf got to Vienna again, where the frifeurs 
and literati meet in the fame companies, and are almoft equally numerous. But the 
infinite number of men of merit, whofe conduct and manners do honour to their na¬ 
tive country, fbon made me find out the difference. You meet here with men in all 
feiences, who, from the extent as well as the depth of their learning, but particularly 
from their knowledge of the world, ire entirely different from the Vienna literati, for 
whom all is dead that is out of their own line. 

I paid a vifit to Mr. Weiffe, whofe excellent work called the Children's Friend , Mr. 
Berquin propofes partly to imitate, and partly to tranflate. The author is not only one 
oi the belt German poets, but an extraordinary learned man, in the mo ft extenfive fig- 
nification of the word. He is elegance itfelf; and the income of a good place, which 
he poflefles, enables him to give up his latter days to philofophical repofe, benevolence, 
and the inufes. He is one of the determined enemies of thofe literary Calmucks, I 
mentioned to you in my letter on the theatre of Munich, who like the troops of Gen- 
gifkan, fome years fince made an inroad upon Parnaffus, drove out the inufes, detlroyed 
the flower-beds of the old German poets, mangled the language, hacked the words with 
far tar fury, and would probably in their rage have begotten children like the fathers, 
if their difcipline had anfwered the violence of their attack, and fuch enlightened men 
as Mr. Weiffe had not difcomfited them after the ardour of their fir It onlet. They 
have been compelled to retreat behind hedges, whence they fometimes fire upon pafleu^ 
gers, but they will not be able to keep even this pofl long. 


LETTER. 


»5® 


kiesbeck's travels through germanv. 


LETTER XLV. 

Leipftch 

r l HE commerce and manufactures of this place are very confiderable. It is the cen¬ 
ter of the book trade of all Germany, and of the wool trade of all Saxony, and there 
are few cities in Germany which furpafs it in commerce and exchange. Here they 
make velvets, woven Aiks, (hags, linens, cloths, rattines, carpets, and a great variety of 
other things. This city fupplies the grealeft part of Saxony with drags and apothe¬ 
caries wares, and has a confiderable fliare of the trade which is carried on betwixt the 
fouth of Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and the North. There are feveral wealthy 
houfes here. 

The fair, which ended a week before my arrival, according to the report of both na¬ 
tives and foreign merchants, is no more than a fhadow of what it was thirty years ago. 
The molt remarkable part of the prefent trade, is the exchange of books, carried on by 
the German bookfellers. This they fometimes execute by com million, but for the molt 
part they appear in their own high perfons. Their number is about three hundred, 
and the value of the books they exchange amounts to 500,000 rix-dollars, or about 
1,751,000 livres. 

Leipfick maintains itfelf in the poffeffion of this trade, not fo much from its having 
once taken that channel, as from the great quantity of books publilhed in the city itfelf, 
and its centrical fituation in the midft of a country where all the arts flourilh, and read¬ 
ing and writing are moft univerfal. Thefe are the caufes, which in my opinion, have 
rendered all the attempts to deprive the city of this trade abortive. 

The Auftrian bookfellers have hitherto been the only ones who have not appeared re¬ 
gularly and in great numbers at this mart of literature. 1’he reftraint they lay under 
from the licence office, and the reftraints they are lain under by the heavy wit of their 
writers, have difabled them from bringing any paper to market, good enough to pro¬ 
cure an exchange from the other dealers. 

Leipfick is indebted for this trade, which in my opinion, is the only one of the kind 
in all Europe, entirely to the merit of the inhabitants of this place, and other parts of 
Saxony. Saxony was the cradle of literature and tafle in Germany. The Swifs had 
indeed contributed fomething by theories towards raifing the edifice of the arts, but 
theories form neither arts nor tafte, nor has the German part of Switzerland produced 
a Angle literary production of merit, Gefner’s works excepted. Thofe of Haller are 
written in a barbarous dialed, and few of them are uniformly good. His beauties are 
Angle ones; they are feparate pictures, woven into philofophical declamations. Nature 
gives the firft direction to art, which afterwards is not to be improved by any theories, 
but by the fight of, and fenfibility for, the moft ftriking and moft beautiful objects of 
nature. Thefe it is, which form the original artift. And it is the reading, feeling, and 
comparing the works of thefe original artifts, that form the imitator. Nor is tafte itfelf 
a confequence of any theoretical knowledge; for it is well known, that thofe who have 
formed the foundeft theories, have been very unfuccefsful, both in the works produced 
by themfelves, and the judgment they have palfed upon thofe of other people. Theo¬ 
ries depend upon conclnfions of the underftanding, which will always be falfe when the 
premifes are fo; but the quicknefs occaftoned by the perception and comparifon of va¬ 
rious beautiful objeds, which conflitutes what we call tafte, will never go aftray. It is 
true, indeed, that this perception and quicknefs cannot exift without fome natural difpo- 
fitions towards them. 


The 
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The firft feeds of literature and tafte were fown in Germany, by perfons who were 
no literati by profeffion. Since the firft ana. of French tafte, one or the other of the 
princes of Germany have always been in alliance with France. The negotiations this 
has given rife to, and the abode of the French armies in Germany in confequence, have 
rendered the knowledge of French abfolutely neceffary to the German nobility. Hence 
all perfons of confequence, minifters, counfellors, officers, and fecretaries, poliffied 
themfelves by their intercourfe with our countrymen; fo that the tafte of feveral Ger¬ 
man courts was formed before there was a man of letters of confequence in the country. 
Prince Eugene, who had been brought up at the court of France, laboured with all his 
might to introduce the arts into Germany, but he found the Jefuits in his way at the 
court of Vienna, for a long time the only one in which the French language could not 
gain admittance. In all the others there were perfons of as much tafte and good fenfe 
as Prince Eugene, true children of the mufes, who were more or lefs fuccefsful in their 
attempts to extend good tafte. Much in the fame manner the arts came to us from 
Italy, and much in the fame manner they came to Italy from Greece. 

After this intercourfe with France, the only thing wanting to awaken the Germans 
to emulation, was a language, and in this refpect Saxony had a great advantage over the 
other German provinces. Ever fmce the time of Luther this country has had a manner 
of writing, which diftinguilhed it from the barbarous manner of the fchools that ob¬ 
tained over the reft of Germany. The fervice of the church contributed much in thefe 
parts to the improvement of the language. The fchools for young people were very 
good here long before the brilliant aefa of German literature. The language of foine 
of the Saxon writers who lived betwixt the years 1715, and 1725, a time in which the 
reft of Germany was ftill plunged in the barbarous ftyle of the Cancelleria, is remark¬ 
able for its grammatical clearnefs and accuracy. The natural wit of the Saxons, toge¬ 
ther with their peculiar and, as it were, innate love for all that is beautiful, foon made 
it their peculiar pride and pleafure, as it had been that of the Athenians, to diftinguilh 
themfelves by fpeaking their language correaly. The loweft handy-craftfman here is 
more folicitous to fpeak purely and well, and is much more fortunate in his attempts for 
the purpofe, than feveral learned men by profefiion, with whom I have had the honour 
to converfe in the fouthern parts of the country. The very women are fenfible of gram¬ 
matical errors, and take notice of them, Befides- the language, the Saxons had other- 
advantages, which contributed to fpread literature fooner and wider amongft them than 
amongft the other Germans. Philofophy and the higher parts of the belles Imres, had 
had the dull rubbed from them in this country long before the bright sera of German, 
literature. Leibnitz, Puffendorf, Thomafius, Wolf, and others, had broken up the ex- 
tenfive field of literature, had ploughed it with tafte and fimplicity, and had brought 
about a happy revolution in the minds of the people in all the north of Germany, par¬ 
ticularly in Saxony. The celebrated journal, known by the name of Ada Eruditorum , 
was begun in 1682, and was foon equal to the journals of the moft enlightened nations, 
fuch as the Journal des Stamm, the Englifh Tranfadions, and the Giornak di Literati, 
whilft in the other ftates of Germany, Berlin not excepted, knowledge was confined to 
a few perfons about the court. The beginning of the prefent century alfo produced fe¬ 
veral editions of the ancient daffies, which contributed more to the nurture of genius and 
true tafte, than the beft rules and theories. 

No doubt the magnificence and peculiar tafte of the Saxon Auguftus, for the fine 
arts, contributed much to the early polilhing of tafte, and the awakening of genius in 
this country. All the arts have a lifterly afteCtion for each other; they do not like to 
be long out of the fame company. Painting, fculpture, architecture, niufic, and all the 
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arts connected wkh them, flourifhed more at the court of Auguftus the third, than they 
did in any court of Europe* From this fchool came Mengs, the greateft painter ot our 
days j Haffe, who was able to do juftice to the poetry of a Metaftafio; Gluck, Hiller, 
and many others. The art of fpeech would naturally join itfelf to fo brilliant a fociety* 
The opera made the Saxons acquainted with the Italian poets jull as the language of 
the court had brought them acquainted with the French ones* At length they made 
fome trials in their own language, and their trials were fuccefsfuh Gellert, Rabbener, 
and many others evidently formed themfelves upon Englifh models. Ever fmce this 
period, Saxony has fumilhed a much larger proportion of ingenious men than the 
other parts of Germany. In polite literature their numbers furpafs thofe of all the reft 
of Germany put together* Their tranfiators, reviewers, magazine-writers* almanack 
and catalogue-makers are innumerable. I here are many perfons in this country as well 
acquainted with the antieot and modern literature of England, I 1 ranee, and Italy, as the 
natives of thefe countries themfelves. r ihere is always a warehoufe of Spanifti and For- 
tuguefe literature here, and (which is almoft peculiar to Germany) they forage to the 
uttennoft bounds of the north, and explore the Danifh, Swedi/h, Ruffian, andTolilh 
Farnaffus. As far as regards the mechanical part of the bufineis, i. e. the working up 
of materials and making them fit for fale, Saxony will for a long time continue fuperior 
to the other Gertnaps; but their genius feems worn out. Nothing can be more frivolous 
than the prefent purfuits of the men of genius here j but other parts of Germany aie in 
the prime of youth, and others again feem to be juft awake. 


LETTER XLV. 

Letpjick. 

I MADE an excurfion from hence to Weimar and Gotha. 1 his part of the country 
is the belt cultivated, and, in a political view, the moft beautiful I have hitherto feen in 
Germany. Every two or three miles you come to a town, which contains a flourim- 
ing manufacture. The villages are innumerable, and the agriculture much more va¬ 
ried than on the other fide of Drefden. Nature appears to have been more favourable 

to thefe parts. . , , 

Weimar is a final! but handfome town. The court is remarkably affable, and the 
reigning Duke carries popularity as well as philofophy almoft too far. He puts hnnleir 
on a level with all kinds of perfons, and takes parts in private plays acted by his fervants 
and the literati of his court. 

To a natural fondnefs for the fentixnental and adventurous, he unites an excellent im¬ 
proved tafte for every thing that belongs to the arts. This court is made up entirely of 
wits, and even his general jupenntendant , (a title you are not acquainted with, but which 
an fivers to a little Pope,) is a bel efprti$ who has publi filed a rhapfodical extiact from 
the firft book of Mofes, under the title of the Origin of Mankind. 

The wonderful ehai after of this duke, the romantic part of it only excepted, for 
which he has to thank Mr. Go the, is the work of the celebrated Wieland. Wieland is, 
without a doubt, the firft of all the German writers. No writer, Lefling alone excepted, 
unites fo much ftudy with fo much genius as he does, lie has not only formed and 
fixed his tafte on a thorough acquaintance with the beauties of the ancient writers, but 
poffeffes alfo all the literature of France, Italy, and England. His works are not like 
the rhapfodies of the modem German poetatlers, but have the true fmack of the art. 
Even the moft fugitive trifles that fail from his playful and humourous pen,, befpeak a 
workman who is thorough in a tier of his bufinefs, and has a manner of his own. It 
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has been faid of the great painters, that you may know them by the dafh of their pen¬ 
cils. Wieland is one of the few German writers who will go down to polterity as aclaf- 
fical writer, when the works of feveral of his cutemporaries fhall ferve for dung of the 
fields. It is generally objected to him, that he repeats the fame things too often, and 
copies himfelf; but, for ray part, J have not obferved much repetition. It is true, that 
like other great writers, he has favourite ideas, which he is ever turning and policing, in 
order to fet them before the reader in every point of view. I have no fault to find with 
him, but that he hides his ftudy too little, ex poles his immenfe reading too much, and 
often forgets that his reader may not be fo enamoured with his erudition as he is himfelf. 
I likewife think, that before he was privy-counfellor and tutor to the prince he wrote 
much more naturally than he does now. In order that no part of literature fhould be 
unexplored by him, but more with a view of filling his purfe, whilft his reputation was at 
the height, he undertook a literary journal, which he carried on with uncommon fpirit 
and activity. None of the German writers knew fo well bow to pleafe the public as 
Wieland does. He is molt fruitful in the invention of trifles, in order to make his jour¬ 
nal, which is as good as any other we have, fell. Sometimes, like a Dutch tobacco- 
merchant, he will tye a picture to his wares; foinelimes he promiies in one number a 
folution of a riddle in a pafl one, and in the next, inftead of a foliation of the riddle, 
gives you a rattle or a trumpet for children to play with. At times he publilhes one 
number in a year, at others he will write the whole volume in a month. Riddles, newf- 
papers, anecdotes, literary quarrels, every thing, in a word, is crammed in that may give 
his wares the appearance of novelty, or amufe the people. You will fay thefe are little 
book-felling tricks ; and fo they are, but they are more venial in German than in other 
authors, as without them it would be difficult for the greateft imluitry and the greateft: 
talents to live by the profeffion. 

Wieland is, what few poets are, a good domeftic man. He lives, in fa£t, more for 
his family than for the public. He would furniih a new proof, if there wanted any, of 
the juflice of a favourite aphorifm with me, to wit, that the generative powers of man 
are in the fame proportion as his under ft an fling, and that it is good for him when he 
ufes the one with as much order and oeconomy as the other. Wieland has feven or 
eight fine children. No poet, he obferves himfelf, ever had fo many} and he has writ¬ 
ten the lives of the poets folely to affure himfelf of the truth of it. A good penfion 
from the court, added to what he gets by his journal, enables him to fee the approach 
of old age with tranquillity, and gives him the profpect of enjoying the comforts of life 
to the end. 

There are fome extraordinary traits in Wieiand’s character, which feem a contrail 
to his writings : I will give you fome of them. In all he has written, he difeovers great 
knowledge of the world, and you would take him for a courtier out of place, yet no man 
knows lefs of mankind. In polite circles, and in the conduct of a common affair of life, 
he is entirely at a lofs. Even fince the publication of the Agathon, which you know 
contains every evolution and revolution of the female mind, and, like his other works, 
befpeaks one of the politeft writers that ever exifted ; there have been feveral inftances 
of his not knowing how to converfe with a woman. His knowledge of the gay world 
confilts entirely in theory, and he mu ft be fome time in company before he can make 
ufe of it. This is not altogether owing to continual ftudy and want of intercourfe with 
the polite world, but is in lome degree conftitutional in him. He is by nature very lively, 
but not very refolute, diffident of himfelf, and eafy of belief towards others ; iu fine, he 
Is one of thofe men to whom nature has refufed every grain of that felt-fuffieiency, a 
imall dofe of which isof fo much ufe in the affairs of this life. His knowledge of the 
vox., vi. V wbrW. 
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world is of the kind which Montaigne obferved in a man who refembled him ; it is in a 
place which he knows where tofind it in , and not in himfclf* The- conicio a fuels or this has 
fometimes made him a coward. To this caufe are to be attributed the frequent vanationn 
in big way of thinking; his flattery towards thofe who can ferve him; his lubmillion to¬ 
wards thofe who refill him; his toleration of thofe whofe opinions are oppolite to his 
own: his love of party, and all the manoeuvres to which he has had recourle, whenever 
he has thought his reputation in danger, for which reputation he would have had no¬ 
thing to fear if he had but known his own Itrength. Before Gothe was known, Wie- 
landHlood as he ought always to have done, at the top of the German 1 arnalius^ It Io 
happened, that, contrary to his intention, be inferted a very fevere critique of Goilje s 
Play of Gcfs of Berlichingcn, in his review. Gothe revenged him felt by a farce, written in 
his ftrongeft manner, "wieland, ever ready to found a retreat when danger is ragh, en¬ 
deavoured to make his peace in a fecond number, in which he was more civil. 1 ms, 
however* would hardly have laved him*, but Fortunately for him* his pupil, the isigning 
DuWfoon after went to Francfort* where he met with Gothe* whom he brought with 
him to Weimar, and of com* introduced him to his old tutor. Would you believe it ? 
the cajoled.Wieland not only took fomething of Gothe’s manner himfelf, but wrote apo- 
logies for fome followers of his fchool, whom in his former writings he had fatynzed. 
Upon the whole, he is one of the greateil fophifts of our days* who has always a fatire* 
or an apology ready, and produces that which brings him the mold pence. 

Gothe is the Duke’s favourite; they are always together; he pofleffes a full portion 
of that which nature has refufed to Wieland. Formerly his felf-fufficiency led him into 
abfurdities, but fmcc that time things have much changed. He is not only a genius, 
but pofleffes a great deal of learning. Many circumftances, for which he is not entiicly 
anfwerable, were the occafion of his giving the fignal to a horde of Galmucks, who 
fome years fince made an inroad on the German Parnailus, and laid it wafle. In all 
things he is upon principle, for the natural, the extraordinary, the adventuious, the 
finking, and the bold, and has as great an averfion to the common forms of govern¬ 
ment, as to the common rules of writing. His philofopby borders neatly upon that ot 
RoufTeau. 1 fliall not flop here to compare them, but only obferve, that they have both 
come two hundred years too late, and that the man who gives a flat contradiction to 
the opinions of all his coteraporaries, abounds either in felf opinion or felf-love.——’When 
Gothe firft began to feel his genius, he ufed to go about with a fhort hat, his hair about 
his ears, an out of the way drefs j and, in fhort, afiefted a Angularity in every thing. 
His looks, his gait, his fpeech, the whole of him befpoke an extraordinary man. Even 
in his writings, he rather affefted graceful negligence than any laboured delicacy. He 
fhortened all his periods in the mofl extraordinary manner, ufed common and vulgar 
words, and, what was of no great fervice to the poor German language, already fo bare 
of them, cut off half of the vowels, and introduced paufes*and ftrokes of admiration at 
every three words. His writings contain a great deal of that happy feizure of circum- 
flance which befpeaks a knowledge of mankind, united to a llrong and fertile imagina¬ 
tion, and a great vein of humour. You fee in everything he writes, rhat he is able to 
lay a plan and conneft the parts; this diftinguHhes him from the whole herd of his imi. 
tators. Whenever it happens, as it fometimes dees, that one part of his work does not 
hang well with the other, you eafiiy difeover that the deleft has not arifen from igno- 
ranee, but becaufe the author did not choofe to give himfelf the trouble to weave them 
together. Gothe has read a great deal, is well acquainted with the belt ancient and mo¬ 
dem writers, paints, underftands imific, is a good companion and wit, and — Counfellor 
of Legation to the Duke. 

' Doubtlefs, 
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Doubtlefs he is by this time convinced of the Injury he has done German literature. 
Several young perfons, encouraged to it by Ins example, imagined that nothing more 
was requifite to become a genius, than to be bold, impudent, and carelels about lan- 
pua^e and ftyle, and to entertain contempt for every thing that is called order or re- 
eularitv They conceived that all ftudy and attention to rule was needlefs, that every 
tiling- that was natural mud of courfe be good, that a true genius reqmrea no education, 
but had all powers of creation in hitnfelf, and that when he became a genius, he was 
entitled to produce himfelf in his fliirt, or in puns naturahbus , on toe market-place, or 
in the courts of princes; that real judgment only made a Cos of men, and that unre- 
ftrained imagination raifed them to the rank of divinities; that dreams ana enthu.iallic 
raptures in his own grcamefs,and the littlenefs of the world about him, was the proper 
ftate of man ; that all the occupations by which his daily bread was to be earned, de¬ 
graded him, and that in the bed of all poffibie worlds he mud go on alffours and eat 
acorns. You mud not think that I am exaggerating when 1 lay this, for I can give 
vou proofs of every thing I have affected. Gothe has this m common with Kouileau ; 
that his phiiofopy (whether true or falfe) overturns foundations, and gratmes diffolute- 
nefs and idlenefs; for which reafon it has been adopted by thofe who have no founua- 
tion, but feek only to be happy through an implicit belief in their mader. As Gothe 
was his own mader, his excrefcences were the more eafdy lorgiven, became of their con- 
fidency with his principles and with each other, of a certain moderation he obferved in 
them, and of his affability towards all he converted with; but Jus fchool is the mod ridi¬ 
culous that can be conceived. I quedion whether many of thefe gentlemen are t iem- 
felves able to give explanations of the obfeure parts of their writings, ihe flattered 
nonfenfe was cried up by the critics of the feed, as the qmutefience of human wit and 
human imagination. As to the underdandmg, as I told you above, they declaied open 
war a^aind that. To have a true idea of the fade of the public, one ihould read the 
productions of thefe gentlemen, which (till pafs for wonders with many. 1 his herd of 
Calmucks gained recruits from every order of men, even out of the phyfical tribe,. who 
formed fyftems of the fame kind in their profeflion. 1 hey taught, that to loll in l ow, 
to bathe in cold water, to leap like bucks about the deeped precipices, to eat not.img 
warm, but to five entirely on the fruits of the earth, not to give the lead interruption to 
the operations of nature, but even to drop the excrement handing; at any time and in 
any place, was all that could be done by man, either for the prefervatiqn or recovery of 

h ' S A wed-known phyfidan, who has laid many a patient in the dull, by the purfuit of 
this new mode of cure, grounded all thereafomngs madeufe of in his publications, on 
the example of the firft wit in Germany. If he ordered a man a cold bath and the pa¬ 
tient expreffed a fear, led it might poffibly occdfion a fever, or a flux the dodor would 
affure him, that he need not be afraid of any thing of the fort, for that the great Gothe 
went into the cold bath in frod and fnow. The young painters, too, would foi lome 
time paint nothing but ftorms, lightning, tops of Appennmes, or Alps; elephants, lions, 
-and tygers; Didos on the funeral pile; Lucretias andMedeas murdering their children. 
All the fofter landfcapes, all the common animals, and all the ordinary fituations oi com¬ 
mon life, they entirely excluded from their canvafs. Truth and keeping are nothing 
with them; fuch littleneffes, they fay, a genius leaves to your day-labourers for bread 
and men of ordinary underdandings. Art, according to their definition, confids m whu 
is out of the common courfe. The more unnaturally a Dido flings her arras about, th^ 
more portentoufly Ihe rolls her favage eyes, and the greater diforder there appears m 
her hair and - drapery, the more beautiful Ihe is. In this rnannei ai ults oi all c enoinma- 
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tions mifconceive Got he’s theory. His flatterers imitate him in the moil ridiculous 
manner, in his drefs, in his walk, and even in his fpeech. 

Gothe is in feme meafure refponlible for thefe excrcfcences. Having difcovered 
fparks of gtnius in forne of his friends, fuch as Lentz, Clingcr, and others, by proper 
encouragements he loon blew the fparks into a real flame. Thus far was fit and right; 
but as J'oon as he had commenced protector, there came people to him by no means 
worthy of his protection. Inftead of fending thefe back to their brethren of the foreft, 
the bubble of reputation led him on, and he was not alharned, at lead for a time, to fet 
himfelf at the head of a little academy — very different in this refpeCt from Roufleau, 
who neither commended nor protected any one. At prefent Gothe does not feem to 
dilturb himfelf much about literary purfuits. He is at work on the life of the celebrated 
Bernard of Weimar, and enjoys life as much as it is to be enjoyed amid ft a number of 
little troubles. Formerly he ufed to be regularly befieged with recommendations, and 
his difciples came from all parts to vifit him, in hopes to be brought forward by his pa¬ 
tronage. He is now grown wifer, and has made it a rule to himfelf, to be very nice in 
his recommendations. In this he is extremely in the right, as he would be accountable 
for the follies of all thefe people. Neither indeed does it follow as a natural confe- 
quence, that becaufe the miniifter, counfellor, and private fecretary of a prince is a 
wit, his cooks, and butlers, valets de chambrc , huntfmen, and liable-boys, ihould alfo 
be wits. " 

Gotha is a large town, richer and handfomer than Weimar; the number of its inha- 
bttants are eftimated at nine or ten thoufand. There are fome valuable manufactures in 
this place. The court is as popular as that of Weimar, and equally fond of tlrangers. 
Some years ago the Duke had one of the belt German theatres in Germany -, but he 
fent away the whole company on finding that the expence was too large, that he had 
fufficiently amufed himfelf, and that the players began to alfutue'airs of importance. 

The fubjetfs of both thefe dukes are very happy. Their finances too are well regu¬ 
lated, and their adminiftration of juftice and police is perfect. Neither of them have 
the weaknefs of other German princes, who fpend a great part of their incomes in the 
maintenance of a regiment or two of foldiers, and make the younger part of their lub- 
je&s do the military exercife, inftead of keeping them at the plough. The income of 
each of them is about 600,000 Rhenilh guilders, or 54,000 French louis-d’ors. Their 
country is extremely productive, and extraordinarily well inhabited. 

F>rfurt is a very large, old, black, and ill-inhabited town ; it is near a mile in circum¬ 
ference, and contains nearly eighteen thoufand men. The moil remarkable thing here 
is the act of gardening, which is carried to a greater perfection than in any other part of 
Germany I have yet had occafion to fee. The people of the country carry on a confi - 
derable trade in iruits and plants. The inhabitants, like thofe of the reft of Saxony, 
are a handfome, fenfible, and friendly people. The prefent vice-governor for the Elec¬ 
tor of Mentz, to whom the city, with fevtnty villages which lie round it, belongs, is a 
baron of D'Alberg, canon of Mentz, whom you may probably have feen at Paris. He 

was in the houfe of the Marquis of-, and, if I miftake not, well known to the 

Duke of Choileul. He is a man of uncommon knowledge of the world, a man of let¬ 
ters in the full extent of the word, and a patriot. He underftandsall the bufinefs of the 
higher world, and all that concerns government \ pofleffes the Belles Lettres and the 
arts, and is on terms of friendfhip with the moft fenfible men of Germany. He expefls 
in time to be the firft ecclefiaftical prince of the German empire, and, after the Pope, the 
richeft and rnoft diftinguilhed prelate in the catholic world. Erfurt and its territory yields 
annually about 180,000 Rhenilh guilders. It contains about thirty-fix thoufand men. 

LETTER 



RIESBICK’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


165 


LETTER XLVI. 

Leipftck. 

1 CANNOT quit Saxony without faying fomething to you of the reformation which 
began here. 

I he origin of the reformation, as a quettion of learning, is difficult to determine. 
Between the times of John Hufs and Luther, Paul of Tubingen, Brulfer, Bafil of Gro¬ 
ningen, and feveral Englifh, openly profeffed the doftrines of the reformed. The Val- 
denies had fpread their opinions very confiderably long before the time of Hufs; and 
between their time and the sera of Hufs, "Wickliff, John of Paris, Arnaud de Villeneuve, 
William of St. Amour, Evrard, biftiop of Saltzburg, and many others taught the tenets 
of Luther and Calvin. It is certain, that from the time of the Albigeois to the breaking 
out of the reformation, there was no period in which fome remarkable man did not 
openly maintain the principles of the Proteftant religion. Between the time of Peter 
de Waide, (who did mod towards the fpreading of the feet of the Albigeois, though 
they do not take their name from him, as fome have thought,) and Berenger, who 
came not a hundred years after him, we meet with Pierre de Bruis, Henry de Thou- 
loule, and Arnaud Hot, who, with many others, made the doft tines held by the Pro- 
teftants of the prefent day, known all over Franco. The celebrated bilhop Honore of 
Autun, who wrote upon free will, and in the fpirit of the Proteftants of this day, called 
the Pope the great bead, and the Whore of Babylon, lived in 1115, and Berenger died 
in 1091 ; fo that there is hardly a generation between them. 

In the fame century with Berenger, Amolph, bifliop of Orleans, diftinguiffied him- 
felf at the council of Rheims, by a fpeech much more violent than any thing which 
Luther has written againft the power of the Pope. In a word, the opinions of Pro- 
teftants are to be met with in the earlieft ages of the church j and an attentive reader 
of ecclefiaftical hiftory will foon fee, that they are connected with the opinions of the 
firft fectaries, and that it was not the bare novelty of his opinions which made Luther 
remarkable. 

Whoever is a little acquainted with the hiftory of the century before Luther, and can 
form to himfelf a precife idea of the ftate of Saxony, previous to the breaking out of the 
reformation, will eafily fee, that other things befides theology,'contributed to this event,, 
and that Luther only gave the long waited for fignal of revolt. 

Since the time of the Emperor Sigifmund, (who would have brought about the re¬ 
volution himfelf, if his knowledge had correfponded with his thirft for reformation,^ 
and who for want of that knowledge fuffered himfelf to be led by the nofe by fome 
cardinals) Germany had been at work on a reformation. If a Catholic at this time 
was to fay what was faid, not only in the fchools and in publications, but at the 
council of Conftance before the whole nation, at the diet of the empire, and by par¬ 
ticular princes in their tranfa&ions with each other, he would be put into a prifon 
as a violent heretic. It is indeed wonderful, how the minds of the Catholic princes 
were changed by the heat of difpute after that ftep was once taken, which they 
themfelves had before endeavoured to produce. The well known hundred.grievances 
(which in the end grew to much more than a hundred) of the German nation plainly 
lhewed, that molt of the courts of Germany were ready to protect the firft bold man 
who would revolt againft the court of Rome, and fupport the political grievances with- 
theological arguments. The cunning, active, and very eloquent iEireas Sylvius, who 
effected the concordate betwixt the Pope and the empire by his crafty manoeuvres, awak¬ 
ened ftili more the jealoufy of all the thinking patriots of Germany. Though he was 

a fub- 
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a fubtile genius, who for the moment could gain the afcendancy over the cold Ger¬ 
mans, and make them acquielce in filence, yet after all the declamations and fine in¬ 
trigues of this Cicero of his lime, the obfliinacy natural to the cold charafter returned, 
and again brought forth the old complaints. iErjeas Sylvius thought his enemies weaker 
than they really were. In all his writings you fee that he imagined that he fhould be 
able to cheat the Germans; but their genius was awake, and they faw through him, 
though they had neither experience enough, nor union enough amongft themfelves, to 
refill the artifices he played olf againlt them. Mayer, chancellor of Mentz, at that time 
the molt enlightened, molt refined, and molt brilliant court in Germany, and which 
contributed exceedingly to the fuccefs of the reformation, in his letters (to be found in 
feveral compilations of the times,) /peaks to the Italians in a tone that would have put 
to filence any advocate of the court of Rome, but the very witty fophift iEneas Sylvius. 
Whoever confiders the intrigues and webs which the court of Rome mud have wove 
to keep the Duke of Bavaria and the Palfgrave of the Riiine in good humour, (fome 
proofs of which are to be met with in Febronius,) will only wonder how the reforma¬ 
tion came to be put off' fo late as to the time of Luther. 


Whilft the politics of feveral courts of Germany were thus di reded again ft the court 
of Rome, the reputation of the latter was daily finking in confequence of the philofophy 
that gained ground in the fchools, and the intercourfe of learned men with each other. 
The progrefs made in printing, which became general in Germany in the laft part of the 
fifteenth century, contributed to the general fpread of knowledge. As early as in the 
beginning of the fifteenth century, the Germans began to write their own language 
with corrednefs. The way was prepared for the people to be foon taught. This, no 
doubt, was the golden age of Germany. It had warm patriots, induftrious philofophers, 
and thinking princes. The awakened fpirit of improvement had manifefted itfelf in le- 
gillation and the improvement of the police ; peace was eltablilhed at home, arts and 
tafte had begun to fpread over Germany from Italy. Bologna was the refort of all the 
German nobility. It is true, indeed, that they brought home with them the barbarous 
inlxture of the Roman^ Papal s and Lombard Jaw 5 but they slfo brought home good 
manners, a knowledge of the Italian and Latin languages, and a tafte for the fine arts 
and iciences. Erafnius of Rotterdam, Reachlin, Hutten, and many others, are fignal 
proofs how foon tafte was purified in Germany. Saxony in particular had feveral good 
ichools. The univerfity of Leipfick had fucceeded to the fame of that of Prague; and 
that ol Wiitemberg, out of which Luther was foon to. give the fignal for battle, was 
frequented not only by Germans, but by Hungarians, Poles, Danes, and Swedes. Lu- 
Uer s other writings are evident proofs how much the German language itfelf was culti¬ 
vated in Germany and his tranflation of the bible teftifies how well the ancient lan¬ 
guages were underftood in the fchools. Indeed it is probable, that Germany would 
have been the firft country enlightened by Italy, and fo have arrived at the prefent bril¬ 
liant ara of literature immediately, had not religious difputes difturbed the minds of the 
people, and the war of thirty years, which followed, laid wafte the country. 

Italy, at that time the molt flouriffiing country in Europe, thought of no reformation, 
though it probably faw the religious abufes ftill more clearly than the Germans them- 
ielves. I he wits of Italy amuled themfelves with fatires on the Pope, Cardinals, and 
their adherents the monks and nuns. They confidered the abufes of religion with as 
little fenoufnefs as nien m the polite world look upon adultery and gallantry, which are 
now grown too umverfal for the police to have any hope of being able to reftrain them! 
Indeed the exceffes in which Italian pnefts and prelates indulged themfelves, were not of 
that low favage kind which difgraced thofe of Germany, but accorded better with the 
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polifhed manners, the charafter of the people, and focial life; and the arts, which con¬ 
tributed all they could to the outward fplendour of religion in this country, covered 
many defeats in the eyes of thinking men, juft as a coquet procures admirers by a charm¬ 
ing patch, with which {he contrives to cover a wart or ugly fpot of another kind. When 
we add to thefe confiderations, that the commerce with the fpiritual colonics brought 
home great riches, without the leaft hazard or expence to the nation ; that fince the 
time of Charlemagne thefe colonies had fpread almoit to the borders of the frozen fea, 
and that many Italian nobles made their fortune in the church ; it will be no wonder 
that this country took no (hare in the reformation, albeit it was fuperior to the reft of 
Europe in philofophy and politics, and probably faw the corruption with a quicker eye 
than Luther and his affociates. 

As to France, fince the days of Philip ty Bel , it had learned to fport with the holy 
fpirit of Rome. The court of Rome was no longer formidable to it. Our kings had a 
iccret undemanding with the popes, and knew how to make the vicar of Chrift fubfer- 
vient to their purpofes. Our manners too were more correft than thofe of the Ger¬ 
mans, and our eeclefiaftics confined themfelves more within the bounds of their order 
and of honour. As a proof of this, the council of Trent found nothing to alter in the 
French difeipline, though it made a fignal revolution in the manners of the German 
eeclefiaftics.' Though we had not indeed fo many brilliant writers as the Germans had, 
knowledge in general was much more univerfally fpread ; and there are proofs iufficient 
that men faw'the abufes of religion as clearly in France, as they did any where elfe. 
The behaviour of our envoys at the council of Conftance one hundred years before, 
and the manner in which our court united with the German Proteftants, as well as many 
other in fiances of the kind that might be brought, are a plain proof that religion was 
conlulered in France as a fubordinate thing to politics. 

Many other caufes befides the knowledge of the abufes in religion, inuft alfo have 
contributed to the breaking out of the reformation in Germany. Thefe are very vari¬ 
ous ; doubtlefs, one of the principal was the pride with which the court of Rome af¬ 
fected to treat the Germans: it had fo often cheated and bullied this compliant and, till 
the fifteenth century, ftupid people, that it began to imagine it might incicafe the bur¬ 
then ad infinitum , without any danger of meeting with refiftance; but, according to the 
old proverb oppreffion is the parent of liberty. Rome imagined that the concordats of 
Aklafenburv had fecured it againfl any farther attempts from the nation; but this 
agreement had had quite a different effect, and had made the people fee that they were 

betrayed by the craft of the Popifn mediators. . 

Another caufe of the reform is to be fought for m the character of the nation. A 
phlegmatic man, when he once fees that he is betrayed and brought under the harnefs, 
is the moft umra&able and ftubborn of men. The number lefs feftaries in France, 
previous to the reformation, paffed by like the fafhions of the country, and were for- 

S manners of the clergy of Germany likewife contributed to produce a change. 
The nunneries were open brothels ; and whenever the prelates or abbots happened to 
be the lords of manors, they exercifed their right of pr&libatim over the daughters of 
riieir tenants in the fame manner as the temporal lords. Debauchery was not covered 
over in this country, as in Italy and Germany, by good company and good maimers, 
but it broke out in the moft brutal and difguftin'g exceffes: for inftance, a little before 
the breaking out of the reformation, a prieft of Augfburg earned his effrontery fo far, 
as to have knowledge of a woman in the open ftreets. Child murder fodomy, and all 
the unnatural vices, had their full play among ft the German eeclefiaftics. lhefe hoy 
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rid acts mud have ftruck that part of the German public, who had been poliSied by an 
acquaintance with the arts and fciences of other countries, more than they would do the 
llupid inhabitants of a land whofe priefts went no farther than other people. 

To all thefecaufes there ftill remains to be added, the heat with which Luther carried 
on his attack. The Proteftants themfelves do not deny, that the paflions of the man, 
liis pride and vindictive fpirit, contributed much to his fuccefs. 

We Frenchmen know nothing at all of Luther; both our ecclefiaftfcs and historians 
have equally miflaken his character. Even Voltaire, who was commonly fo fortunate 
in delineating features which had efcaped others, knew no more of Luther than, that he 
had called the Pope an afs, Luther’s writings difplay not only a large quantity of know¬ 
ledge, but an uncommon {hare of wit, and at the fame time ftrong iigns of a lively 
imagination. As to his wonderful humour, it is a kind of mean betwixt the manner ol 
a well-fed monk, a true brother, and that of a fenfible, learned, and patriotic profclfor 
of the prefent day. If we judge him by our prefent rules of ta{te, we {hall find that he 
often falls into coarfenefs and vulgarity; but we mud recollect, that he had to do with 
the populace, and that his fchoiars, animated by the zeal which the luff of reformation 
brought upon them, publifiied many things which he did not intend fliould fee the light. 
They began all their works with their prophet, and would not fuffer a word of his to be 
loft, though lpoken when he was drunk: it is thus his table converfations have come to 
be printed. You read in fome editions of them, that when the great man perceived 
that fome of the perfons prefent were writing down his jokes, he faid, “ Ye affes, how 
comes it that you pick up the excrement that I let fall ?” But it was as much owing to 
this rough kind of wit as to his learning, that his writings fpread fo far as they did. 
Like a truly phlegmatic man, he was irreconcileable and untraftable when once he had 
been provoked. He moved heaven and earth againft the popes. From the cloyfters 
and jovial focieties, in which he had made every body merry at their expence, he hur¬ 
ried to the courts of princes to urge the battle, or wrote himfelf the moft bitter inveftives 
againft them. Though he would often put himfelf into no very decent palfions with 
other reformers, on account of difference of opinion, he took care always to keep the 
fovereigns he had to do with united; a fure fign that he was a man of the world, who 
knevv hew to treat with the great, as well as with the final! ones of the earth. Befides 
all this, and above all, Luther was a good man; he kept an expenfive houfe, left debts 
behind him, and, what does the Proteftant princes in Germany of that time no great 
honour, his wife and children fell into almoft extreme poverty. 

Eraftnus of Rotterdam, and others, who in the beginning adhered to Luther’s party, 
were undoubtedly more learned and experienced men than he was; but a far different 
being from a mere learned man was required to ftrike the ftroke. It was neceffary that 
the man who was to take the firft ftep, fhould unite pre-eminence of learning with bold- 
nefs and intrepidity, qualities which feldoin fall to the fhare of a man of letters. He 
was alfo to be a man for the people, which 15 feldom the cafe with a man of Erafinus’s 
charaGer; in a word, he was to be a Luther, 

Some people have been willing to deprive him of the honour of having ftruck the 
firft blow, but this is very immaterial: they fay that Zwingle had preached againft the 
abufes of the church in Switzerland before the year 1507', in which Luther publiflied 
his thefts ; it is true that Zwingle had done fo, and fo had many others in Germany 
before either Zwingle or Luther. From the time of the council of Conftance there 
never had been wanting men to preach and write againft the injuftice of the court of 
Rome, and the freedom of their pens was a fmgular contrail enough with the tyranny 
of the church government. But fermons alone could do nothing; all the political ne- 
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gociations of the inoft refpe&able courts could do nothing before Luther. To effect 
any thing confiderable, there wanted a man to fct himfelf at the head of a large party, 
under whom all the learned men of the times would enlift, whom one of the mod pow¬ 
erful princes of the times would fupport, and who fliould charge from fo refpe&able a 
place as the univerfity of Wirtemberg at that time was :—this man was Luther. Cir- 
cumftances too, mult have concurred, the influence of which-we cannot at this time 
calculate. Preaching alone would have done as little in Switzerland as it did in Ger¬ 
many. It was neceflary to proceed to a£tim, and to fet hands to work. All the other 
reformations followed the example which had been fet them in that of Saxony; and 
though other reformers afterwards broke with Luther, and fonie of them went farther 
than he had done, they all looked up to him as their chief, and as having broke the ice 
for them. Without him, or rather without the circumflances which impelled him, in 
all probability matters would never have come to aftion. Senfible men would haye writ¬ 
ten fatires, they would have made patriotic reprefentations, and have preached; and in 
the end, the Pope would have been compelled to do in Germany what he had done 
in France, from which laft kingdom the fale of indulgences (which was the firft fig. 
nal of rebellion in Germany), and the great abufes, have been banilhed without in¬ 
formation. 

It is ufual for later writers to dwell much on the degree of light which the reforma¬ 
tion has 1 'pread over the world. In my opinion, this is treating the matter in a very 
partial way, the faff is, that as to Germany, the illumination or the cultivation of It was 
put off for two hundred years by the reformation ; during that period, France and Italy 
became very flourifliing and enlightened countries, and Germany would undoubtedly 
have vied with them in cultivation, had not the theological difputes banifhed philofophy, 
and the country been torn up by civil war. Even Italy flouriflied in a degree which 
Germany will not yet arrive at for fome time. Venice, Genoa, and Tufcany were fo 
enlightened, fo polifhed and, for their fize, fo powerful, that, making allowances for the 
different magnitudes of the countries, Europe has nothing at this time to produce that 
can compare with them. Venice alone was able to find employment for the empire 
and the whole power of Germany, and raifed the jealoufy of all the princes of tbofe 
times. Naples alfo was a moflt flourilhing (late. As for myfelf, I confefs, that I cannot 
fee what pre-eminence the Proteftants have a right to claim even at this day, with regard 
to general illumination, over the Catholics; for inftance, the French, and part of the 
Italians. The general enlightening of the underftanding does not depend upon two or 
three mylleries of religion more or lefs in one country than in another. I loo, fet out 
on my journey with the prejudice that the great body of Proteftants mull be more en¬ 
lightened than the Catholics ; but I was foon obliged to give it up, and found that many 
of our countrymen have much more knowing heads than can be found in the people 
of feveral Proteftant countries I paffed through. Even among ft the Proteftants them- 
felvcs, the knowledge of the people is in no proportion to the limplicity of their differ¬ 
ent religions. The Saxons, whofe religion is by no means fo fimple, or, as fome people 
would call it, fo philofophical as that of fome of the reformed, are, upon the whole, 
a more enlightened people than the reformed Swifs and Dutchmen: the difference 
amongfl the peafants is very ftriking. In Germany, after the darknefs in which war 
and theology had involved the country, the Catholics applied themfelves much fooner 
than the Proteftants to the fciences. Sturm, the firft improver of the Proteftant fchools, 
in his treatife De InJUtutkne Scholarum , allows, that the Jefuits had an advantage over 
the Proteftants in the fchools, and that thefe muff exert themfelves, if they would come 
up with them. It has been folely owing to the indolence and flupidity of the Catholic 
tol. vi. z princes. 
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princes, that the Protefhnts have not only overtaken them, but got a great way before 
them, Whilft the latter made ule of the liberty which had been procured to their 
Schools by the change of their religion, the former fullered the papal huiufmen to entrap 
them under the authority of their unthinking princes j but this was not the cafe in 
France, Venice, and other Catholic countries. 

It may, I think, admit of feme doubt, whether the abolition or the ancient church 
government did much more for the happinets oi the. people, than it did for their under- 
ftandings; at leaf! in every Protcftant country I palled through, I heard the ecdefiafrics 
complain of the decay of their credit, the narrownefs ol their circuniffances, and the _ 
diforders which were the confequences f them amongff which, that they moll enu¬ 
merated and complained the moll bitterly of, was the not having a bond of union among 11 
themfelves, but every man's- being allowed to be a pope in his own circle. No doubt 
but the reformers merited much by improvements they introduced into the ecclefiaff ical 
police as connected with the civil, 1 mean by their bardfhment oi celibacy, falls, popifh 
difpenfations and indulgences; but thefe improvements are confident with the exigence 
of the Catholic religion, and have been introduced more or lefs into feveral countries. 
The trade of indulgencics is ruined alinofl over the whole Catholic world. Even the 
Spaniards and Portuguese crufades, formerly the mo ft produflive of all, now bring in 
very little to the holy father. For a long time purgatory has only produced the trifling 
funis which monks, religious brotherhoods, and other communities, whole ieftivals are 
connected with mdulgeiides, pay for their bulls of foundation ; and this fource of reve¬ 
nue is now aim oft dried up; for in moft Catholic countries there are no ere&ions of 
new cloyfiers, nor new fraternities, nor any introduction of new feffivals; on the con¬ 
trary, they are endeavouring as fa ft as they can to abolilh the old. Indeed it is only to 
the ecclefiattics of the Catholic countries that purgatory is at all productive ; but 1 have 
feen the ecclefiaftics of Proteflant countries ufe artifices to extort money from their peo¬ 
ple particularly the peafants, far more dangerous than purgatory, which, after all, pro¬ 
duced only offerings freely given. 4 t . 

The great merit of the reformers confifls in the change which their reformation 
made in the morals of the people: mdulgencies, proceffions, feffivals, faffs, and the 
like, might have been cut off by the civil power, without its having made any repara¬ 
tion in the church ; but no civil power can at once.render a debauched, diffipated peo¬ 
ple induftrious and frugal. Luther, who was not the beft ceconomiff hinifelf, preached 
nothing up fo much as abff inence, frugality, and induftry. I he Calviniffs went [till far¬ 
ther ; they taught that the wosid was a place of torment, and that the true life of man 
confided in the mortification of the flefh. Their catechifm forbad all enjoyments, and 
made a fin of laughter. A man niufl read Swiffs writings to fee how much farther 
the Calviniffs went in this point than the Lutherans. It muff be owned, at the fame 
time, that this command of abftinence is the caufe why the Calviniffs are everywhere 
richer than the Lutherans; for they are neither more a drive nor more indufhicxis 
than thefe, but, on the contrary, their melancholy humour, (a confequence of^ their 
education and their manners,) which among the common people in many countries al- 
mofl borders on ffupidity, renders them heavy at every thing; indeed this is the rea- 
fan that [hey have not done fo much in the arts as either the Lutherans or the Catho¬ 
lics. I remember to have read in an Englifh Review, au effiniate ol the proportion be¬ 
tween the arrifts and ingenious men produced by the Puritans or Calviniffs, and thole 
of the tftablifhed church ; according to this account, the former flood to the latter as 
one to fix, and yet the diflenters make two fifths of the inhabitants of England.—The 
Dutchman lives more caikingly in the midfl of his money, than the Catholics and Lu- 
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therans of mid tiling incomes in other places; he knows no pleafure in the whole world, 
except that of fitting over his difti of tea in winter to converfe about war or peace, and in 
fummer vifiting his garden once a week; he is tedious, and in a certain degree torpid about 
his bufinefs, and it is to his indefatigable attention to the main chance, but kill more 
to his niggardlinefs, that lie is indebted, for his riches. This is the chara&er of the 
Calvinift every where ; and the'fpirit, which iS a confequence of this melancholy hu¬ 
mour, allows fome of them frauds in the daily trade and intercourfe of life, which a 
Catholic or Lutheran would confider as raanifeft cheating. They have a text of ferip- 
ture ready for all occafions, but give the preference to this, be ye ’wife as ferpsnU .— 
The Memnonites and Quakers arc- hill more niggardly than the Calviniits, and in con¬ 
fequence much richer^ but likewife 1U11 duller ; thele, as far as 1 can perceive, have 
no genius whatever for the arts. 

It was natural enough to expect, that the reformation {hould here and there lead to 
abfurdities, and that men would go from one extreme to the other; but as only a part 
of the Proteflants have carried thefe tenets to this exeefs, they are as profitable to the 
vdiole ftate, as they are probably pernicious to the happinefs of the individual. Though 
the iminenfe riches of the Dutch contribute little to render them happier than the 
poorer people, they enable them not only to fupport the greateft wars for themfelves, 
but to furnifli friends and foes with confiderable fums. 

As for the Lutherans, they poflefs part of the humour of their founder, and to a 
high degree of induftry and frugality unite a great love of pleafure and jollity, which 
makes the enjoyment of fociety. The unnatural hatred to pleafure does not damp 
their wit and good humour, and they have nothing of the favage flovenlinefs, the dark 
hypocrify, and the ill breeding, which diftinguilhes the majority of other feeds. 

" By thefe regulations in the manners, we fee how powerful religion is on the hearts of 
men. Prior to this miracle, for it really was one, Germany was in a conftant frenzy; 
drinking, dancing, and intriguing, kept priefts and laity in a perpetual dream, and 
fenfelefs fpe&acles of every kind contributed their fhare to the perverfion of the un¬ 
der {landing ; when lo ! in an inftant, the people ran from the ale-houfes and brothels 
to church,°opened their eyes, believed, and became induftrious, frugal, and active. 

To bring about fuch a change as this was, required a degree of reiolution, which is 
only to be met with among a barbarous people, fuch as the Germans of that time were. 
When pleafure has once enervated a nation, nothing of the kind is more to be expect¬ 
ed. In the fouthem parts of Germany, particularly in Bavaria, the object would be 
as difficult to compafs as it is definable. 


LETTER XLYII. 

Berlin . 

MIT way higher lay through Tv ittemb erg, a good looking town, butwhich (till preferves 
the marks" or the frequent change of mailers it underwent in the laft Silefiatl war, and 
which it has not yet entirely recovered. If ffiouid be properly the capital of the deflo¬ 
rate, but mull yield the ftrft place to Leiplkk. Indeed, in point of riches and popu¬ 
lation, it i| inferior to many other towns in Saxony. 

As far as the Elbe, the country is as well cultivated as Upper Saxony, and feeias to 
have the fame foil > but you are hardly got a poll beyond V/ittemberg, before you dif- 
cover a great alteration ; inftead of the rich black foil of Saxony, you meet with no¬ 
thing but fand ; there is alfo a tedious uniformity in the profped : there are large mo- 
rafles near the rivers, and the number of thick black woods give the whole an un- 
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pleafing appearance. Of all the German 4 provinces I have hitherto paffied through* 
nature ieetns to have treated Brandenburg the mo ft like a ftep-mother. 

The inhabitants endeavour to remedy the niggardlinefs of nature by their induftrys 
Wherever the foil has allowed of any kind of agriculture, they have made the befl of 
it, The appearance of the villages and farms, as well as of their inhabitants* befpeaks 
profperity. 

My own experience confirms what feveral other travellers have obferved before me. 
The cuftoni-houfe officers in Pruffia are neither fo tedious, nor fo diftrefling and vex* 
auous to a traveller, as thole of Auftria \ they are for the moll part intelligible* fen* 
fible men, and by no means fo tlefpotic and boorifii as the Auftrian gentlemen of the 
fame profefllon. 

Berlin is a remarkably beautiful and magnificent city, and may certainly be looked 
upon as one of the fineft in Europe, It has nothing of the uniformity, which in the 
long run makes the appearance of moft of the new and regular built towns tlrefome. 
The architecture, the diftribution of the buildings, the appearance of the fquares, the 
plantations of trees both in thefe and the fireets; everything, in a word, befpeaks 
tafte and variety, 

I have been for fotne days reconnoitring the town according to my common cuftom, 
Berlin is not To large as either Paris or Vienna ; it is about four miles and a half long 
from the Muhlenthor y which is fouth-eaft, to the Oranknburgerthor north-weft* and 
about three miles broad from the' Bcrnaverthor to the north-call, to the Potfdamerihar 
to the fouth-weft ; but within this extenfive enclofure there are many gardens, and in 
feme parts even fields taken in : there are not more than fix thoufand houfes in this 
town, whereas in Paris there are near thirty thoufand. The emptinefs of many places 
is a lingular contrail to the magnificence of the buildings. 

Nor is the contrafi of this magnificence with the circumftances of the people lefs 
finking. Sometimes while you are (landing gazing at the beauty of the building in 
the Ionic (lyle, finely ftuccoed, with a magnificent front, and all the outward appear¬ 
ance of the habitation of a farmer-general, or at lead a duke, on a hidden a window 
opens in the lower ftory, and a cobler brings out a pair of boots and hangs them un¬ 
der your nofe, in order to dry the leather. As*you are loft in wonder at this phenome¬ 
non, thefecond ftory opens, and a breeches-maker treats you with a pair of new walh- 
ed breeches; a little while after another window opens in the fame ftory, and a taylor 
hangs out a waiftcoat before you, or a woman empties a difh of potato* parings on your 
head : well, you go on a few fteps farther, and come to a palace of the Corinthian or¬ 
der, which looks like a houfe belonging to a miftrefs of the king, or of one of the prin¬ 
ces of the blood. Scarce have your wandering eyes reached the top, but you are fa- 
luted by a Jew from the attic ftory, who afks you whether you have any thing to fwop ; 
you caft your eyes a ftory lower, and behold fhirts hanging out to dry, which belong 
to an officer, who is (having himfelf, and whom you would hardly conceive to have 
two (hirts belonging to him. You inarch on through two or three ftreets of the fame 
kind, and in all of them fee inhabitants of the fame fort; at laft you arrive at the houfe of 
a general officer, as you eafily difeover by the guard before the door y but you fee 
neither porter nor running footmen, nor any thing of the train of attendant^ of the no¬ 
bility at Vienna, 

I have now been three days in the houfe of a privy-counfcllor, and am fortunate 
enough to have a lord of the war-office for my fellow tenant. It was impoffible for 
me to remain at the inn. The hofl made bows upon bows, and was fo very civil, 
that I had my fufpidons of him the very firft moment; nor was I miftaken, for upon 
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my /laying dinner the next day at a gentleman’s houfe, for whom 1 had letters of re¬ 
commendation from Drefden, at my return he made his remarks upon it; and the day 
after took it in ferious dudgeon, that I would not leave a fine garden and good com- 
pany, I had ftrolled to, and walk three miles home to add another item to his reckon* 
iiig. We were however reconciled ; but as he perceived I was one of diofe who did 
not hold long converfaiioii with inn keepers, he came into my room, and would read 
me the Berlin newfpapers, which fpr lies and nonfenfe are not behind hand with the 
French ones. As he was going on with the weighty and important intelligence, that 
a Pruffian general had died ot the gout; that his Royal Highnefs Prince Henry was 
gone a journey to Rhinfberg; that a perion in the Ne-wmark, who was a man of let¬ 
ters, was afflified with the cholic; and that the wife of a general officer in Silefia was 
fafely delivered of a daughter, I fnatched the paper out of his hands. He took this af¬ 
front fo civilly, that I was on the point of forgiving the infolence of the night before, 
when he gave me to underftand, that he would provide me with a companion to fleep 
with, as well as with my board, if I chofe it; upon this I immediately went out to look for 
a private houfe, it being a maxim with me, that every inn keeper who is a bawd, is of 
courfe a cheat. In general the inn-keepers of this place feeni to be a peculiar kind of 
people; they are all outrageoufly civil at firft, but extremely furly when they meet 
with any one who does not choofe to be impofed on by them j there is like wife no end 
of their impertinent queftions, and when they have no girls in the houfe, they make it 
no fecret, that this is an article which they undertake to provide if rangers with. They 
have lifts in which the ladies of the neighbourhood are for ted according to their prices, 
and a fervant is always ready to fetch the wares which the ftranger bargains for. My 
landlord, the privy-counfellor, allured me, that there was hardly one landlord in twen¬ 
ty who did not deal in this trade. 

A traveller who comes out of Bohemia into Saxony, is apt to be ffruck with the 
dearnefs of provifions in the latter; but it is nothing to what he meets with when he 
comes from Saxony hither. Several caufes contribute to this; among which may b® 
enumerated the natural poverty of the country in feveral commodities, the high cuf- 
toms, and many monopolies. To give you a fmall idea of the latter, the meafure of 
wood, which you know coifs a trifle at Paris, here conies to a guinea and a half, not- 
withftanding that Brandenburg is full of woods of all forts. Indeed the fmall quantity 
of money in circulation, and the price of every neceflary of life, forms a ftrong con¬ 
trail betwixt this place and Vienna. At Vienna you are amazed that, with fuch a cir¬ 
culation of money, every thing can be fo cheap, and here can hardly conceive how* 
with fo filial! a proportion of caili, every thing can be fo dear. Conceive that you pay 
fix or feven livres here for a bottle of Burgundy which has nothing but the name of 
Burgundy; our common wines of Orleancis, Iile de France, Guyenne, &c. fell for 
three or four livres a bottle. Indeed the King is a liule too hard upon the drinkers of 
wine. 

In all the private houfes I have hitherto feen, there prevails a rigid ceconomy in the 
kitchen, cellar, and indeed in every part: the only article of expence is tlrefs; but 
you fee that the belly has been pinched for the Hike of powder and ruffles. The la¬ 
dies drels in the faflikm, and I faw fome ornaments in very great talte, and very 
rich. 

_ There is no town in Europe, except Conflantinople, which has fo numerous a gar- 
rifon as Berlin has: it cotififts of twenty-fix thoufand men. For a little money you 
inay have every thing done for you by a foldier; they clean your Ihoes, wafli, mend, 

pimp. 


174 RIESBECK’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 

pimp, and in fiiort do ali that is done etfewhere by Savoyards and old women. 1 hey are 
alfo in the cuftom of begging of A rangers, not abfolutely charity, but fomething to drink; 
with which, however, they commonly purchafe fom.’thing to eat, as the Sprey has 
water enough to quench their third. They are not fo furly as the Imperial troops, 
and you meet with feveral fenfible men arnongft them. 

i\s far as I can hitherto fee of the people oi this place, they are better provided, as 
to the upper region or head, than the inhabitants of Vienna, but cannot vie with 
them in the middle regions, the belly, and the pockets. _ The vacuum in thofe, par¬ 
ticularly the purfe, may eafily be difcovered by an attentive obferver, and it Strikes a 
ft ranger forcibly. They have indeed fo little refpeft for the eyes and ears of the pub¬ 
lic, that officers and counfellors will drive a bargin for guilders with Jew's in a public 
coffee-houfe; a thing I faw with my own eyes the day after I arrived here. The mer¬ 
chants, manufacturers, and that part of the nobility which have places, deal fo myf- 
terioufly in all matters of money, that you find it very difficult to diftinguifh them 
from thofe who have not any. On the other hand, you obferve here fuch an informa¬ 
tion with regard to the ftate of the country, fuch a freedom in difcourfing on the mea- 
fures of government, fuch a national pride, fuch a participation in every public occur¬ 
rence; and in the military and civil officers, fuch an activity for the ftate, and (not- 
withftanding their final! falaries) fuch a jealoufy of doing their duty, that in all thefe 
refpects you would think yourfeif in London. This is an evident fign that the fpirit 
of a people does not depend upon the form, but on the adminiftration of a government; 
and that patriotifin is not the exclufive privilege of republics. They talk here about 
the King’s regulations, as well as about his omijftom and commij}io?u, with a degree of 
freedom, that you would only expect to find in an Englifhman. 

Though I have been here but a ffiort time, I think I can take upon me to contra¬ 
dict an opinion which has pretty generally gone abroad, upon the authority of fome 
gentlemen who have travelled poft through the country, about the myjlerimtfnefs of 
this government. It is faid that there is a cloud round the King’s operations, and 
that all is fupportcd by his power; for my own part, I have not feen a more open or 
more popular government than this is, that of England itfeif not excepted. 'I he whole 
plan of adminiftration appears to me fo plain, and at all times lo open to every man’s 
infpecHon, that I cannot conceive how fo falfe an eftitnate can have been made. Some 
Englifhmen, who think that the efler.ee of liberty conlifts in babbling, and giving 
vent in parliament to every fpecies of ill-humour, and who, from their imprudence 
and felf-fufficiency, are the worft obfervers that travel, have moft probably Ipread 
this opinion. It is not, however, neceffary to be long in the country to difeover that 
the King is no fonder of clandeftine meafures than he is of his power. The depart¬ 
ment of foreign affairs, and poffibly fome things which relate to the difcipline of the 
army, are the only things which are kept in fome obfeurity; and furely no man will 
expert that the King will fuffer his correfpondence with his minifters, and the fecret of 
his treaties, to be’ printed and fold in the fliops: but I will talk .to you more at length 
about this another time. 

LETTER XLVIII. 

Berlin. 

FORGIVE me, brother, for having made you wait fome rime for a letter, but I 
have made feveral excurfions through the country, and will now fit down to give yon 
an account of my peregrinations. 

I was 
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I was three days at Potfdam. This city has ftill finer houfes in it than thofe at Ber¬ 
lin.; but, like thefe, they are inhabited only by perfons of the lower and middling 
ranks. The fituation of the town was much extolled to me, and for a country with fo 
much famenefs in it as Brandenburg has, it may pafs lor a fine one. Neither, how¬ 
ever, the buildings nor the fituation were the chief objects of my vifit here ; what I 
came for was to lee the King, who has for fo many years been the god of the Parifian 
idolatry, the wonder of all Europe, the mailer and terror of his foes, and, in fhoit, 
who throughout ail the neighbouring llates is called Ine Kirg par excellence, 1 was 
told that L might very eafiiy be prefented to him; but I have always thought it a great 
piece of impertinence to think lo lightly of the teifure of a mighty monarch, as to in¬ 
troduce yourfelf to him without the finallelt -pretenfion. 1 had the good foi tune lo 
fee him twice on horfeback on the parade, where, however, he is not lo regular an at¬ 
tendant as formerly. 

All the prints I have hitherto feen of him are only half lengths; but mere are many 
copies of a very good picture, in which he is drawn at full length. You may feen one 

of rhefe at Madam S-’s,at Paris, and they are fo common here, that you meet with 

‘ them in feveral inns. The original was painted by an Italian, who having been ex¬ 
tremely fortunate in hitting off the likenels, the King fuffered copies of the picture to 
be taken by many good mailers here, and made prefents of them to feveral German 
princes, and thus the copies have become common. Heavily as the hand of age now 
feems to lie on this immortal man, the very Itrong likenels of the face Hill remains. 
The King of Prufiia is hardly of the middling fize, but llrong built and thick fet. His 
body is now much bent, and his head lhakes, but his eyes are ftill piercing, and roll 
about when he is obferving. Peace, order, refolution, and earneftnefs are marked upon 
his face. There is likewife that particular look about him which is common to all great 
perfona^es, and which I fuould call indifference to al! mat surrounds him, weie it not 
that you fee evidently, that he takes an uncommon iatereft in the things which he con¬ 
ceives fpecially to belong to his province. The editor of Voyages en differents Pays de 
V Europe, Mr. Pilati, fays, that every thing at Berlin and Potfdam is carried on in filence, 
and that nothing can be known either of the King’s private life, or of his public affairs. 
There is an univerfal opinion of the kind gone out aoaut this court: If you will believe 
fome Engiilhmen, efpecially Mr. Wraxall, the genius which animates the Pruffian mo¬ 
narchy, is a man-hating, light-lhming genius, who in iinperceptible darknefs Unkes con- 
Uantly at the eftates of the iubjefls and lays (nates for them. It is impolhble to form a 
falfer judgment of the King. Mr. Pilati, who contradicts himlblt m moie places than, 
one, fay sin another part of his letters, that the King’s hours are fo regularly dillributed, 
that at any time you may know what he is then doing. Indeed the true caufe why ib 
little is to be faid of the King’s private life, is the great fimplicity and regularity of it. 
Here is no minifter to enter into intrigues with, to ruin a man of honour who Hands 
in his wav ; no miftrefs whofe humour a mail mull lludy to get toe favourable minute 
to obtain a ri«ht, or have juftice done him for an injury, or of whofe adventures he 
mud keep a°regifter, to revenge himfelf on her by bon-mots, epigrams, and anec¬ 
dotes •_no oueen to puzzle and perplex the court every morning with the Very great 

problem, whether Ihe has Kept with her hufband or not, whether Die is breeding or 
not, $\nd whether the fafhion will not undergo lome revolution, commanded by Her 
Maj. fty, in the coitrfe of the enfuing week. The princes and priacelfes of die blood 
have neither difputes for precedency to fettle, nor cabals to contrive, nor huge p ay 
debts toclifcharge, nor any of the mighty bufin ftes which are the daily occiipattonh or 

other courts to difpatch ; the King neither hums nor goes to balls or theatres (a ew 

operas 
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operas only excepted); he has no occafion to advife with a tninifter of finance, how, or 
from what funds the miftrefs’s new drefs, or her new lioufe, or her new garden, or 

her journey to-fhalt be paid;—nothing is undertake® here for which the money is not 

ready. The King of Pruflla has neither favourite, nor confefl’or, nor court lool (who, 
mutatis mutandis , is flill in good credit in the other courts of Germany, and whofe part 
the confeffor moflly plays). 

Under thefe circumftances, the court anecdotes of the day muff neceffarily be very 
few; but yet the King gives himfelf fo little trouble to be concealed, that as the Eng- 
lifimian, Moore obferves, it is no difficult matter to arrive at his bed-chamber unper- 
ceived : he is furrounded neither by a guard or a fwarm of iootmen and valets dc 
chambre ; he often walks alone in the gardens of Sans Sottcjf, and wherever he is, 
except at a review, no man is kept at a dillance. 

It is owing to the fame {implicity and order which obtains in his private life, that the 
operations of the King of Pruflia’s government make fo little noife, Whoever con- 
fiders his adminiffration as myfterious, or his dealings as effabliflted in intrigue, falls into 
the error fo common to all us mortals, of thinking there is intrigue wherever there is 
fimplicity; hence it is, that we do not fee the truth that is under our nofes. Some¬ 
times, however, a man’s over zeal works out foniewhat bitter from his own gall, and 
this 1 conceive to have been Mr. Wraxall’s cafe. 

It is true, that the King neither holds Hated councils, nor yet a Lit de Juftice ; he has 
no parliament whofe members are promoted for their flatteries, and banitbed for their 
oppofnion. The princes of the blood have no opportunity of compelling him by repre¬ 
sentations or pratejlations agamft his meafures, either to forbid them appearing at court 
on certain days, or to pay their debts $ men of honour are not baniflied from him by 
Lett res de Cachet , nor can the mini Iters cabal againfl; them ; neither is this King com¬ 
pelled to appeal to the love and patriotifm of his fubjects, as often as the invention of 
the minifler of finance is exhaufted, and the poor man has no artifice, fave flattery, left 
to wring the lafl penny from their purfes; he knows nothing of ftate lotteries, nor of 
annuities, nor of loans, nor of new vingtiernes, nor of augmenting the capitation; he has 
no dens gratuits to expert from his clergy, nor is he obliged to threaten them with re¬ 
formation in religion, if they will not make him the prerents required; he has no bilhops 
nor forbonne, who imprifon fenfible men, and take away their character in the public 
ellimation, in order to preferve their own places; his miniflers can neither make par¬ 
ties amongll: themfelves, nor play at the blind cotv with him.—All this mull in truth 
render the government very uniform, and affords very little fubject for news, 

I fpent many days in confidering in what part of tins adminifiration it would be pof- 
fible to introduce my Aery, without being able to make a probable conjefture. There 
is, indeed, a myftery incidental to foreign affairs, from the very nature of them, which 
even the Englifh mimftry contrive religiouffy to conceal from the eyes of parliament; 
but as to home occafions, neither the religion, the nobility, nor any part of the ftate is 
ever at variance with the whole. Far from endeavouring to undermine the rights of 
the nobility, the King takes all pofiible pains to maintain them in the full poffeffion of 
them. He has aflifled the Silefian nobility, who are the mod powerful in his country, 
by lending them large fums of money, at one and a half per cent. The fame thing has 
been done for the nobility of other countries who have wanted his affiftance. No com¬ 
munity, city, or religious order, is in the leaft danger of having their privileges intruded 
upon, as long as they are not detrimental to the advantage of the whole. The rich 
cloyfters in Silefia and the Weftern Pruffia, have not the leaft thing to apprehend. 
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The Pruffian government is generally conficiered in other countries as the mofl defpc- 
tic that exifls, though, in fact, nothing can be lefs fo. The maxim which is the foun¬ 
dation of the Britifii conflitution. Lex in regno Jvo jvperiores ha bet Detan et Regem, is no 
where fo well cbferved as it is here. People will not Purely call a rigid obfervauon of 
the laws which promote the good of the Hate defpotifm ; and what in fiances are there 
of the King’s ever having allowed himfelf any thing that befpoke arbitrary fentiments ? 
In no country are the rights of reafon, the rights of nature, the cufloms, and particular Ita- 
tutes which do not militate againft the happinefs of the whole, better obferved and guard¬ 
ed than they are in the Fruffian dominions. No where does government dir eft all its 
lleps lb exactly according to the rule of right as it does here. The HrongeH proof that 
can be given of this affertion, is the confideration of the adminiHration of finances. 
Taxes are the only mark of univerfal defpotifm, all other acts of power affefting only 
particular perfons, and chiefly thofe who for their own intereH fubjeft themfelves to 
them ; but taxes are levied equally upon all the people. Let us therefore fee how it is 
with taxes in the Pruflian dominions. 

Excluftve of the crown lands, mines, manufactures, and other revenues of royalty, 
the finance fyflem of the King of Pruflia refls upon the two plainefl grounds that can 
be, the taxes and cuHoms. The taxes fall upon the moH numerous and mofl ufeful 
clafs of the people, to wit, the farmers and holders of land ; and they are as moderate 
when compared with the value of things, as thofe of any other country in Europe. The 
farmers in the Pruflian dominions, as the Engliflunan Moore himfelf acknowledges, 
are as well off as thofe of any other country whatever: they compofe at leaft three- 
fourths of the King’s fubjefts ; and the good circumflances of fo large a part of the na¬ 
tion, is a good compenfation in the eyes of humanity for the nobility not being fo rich 
as in England and France. In both thefe countries the farmers, though they con- 
ffitute what is properly called the nation, or people, are the laft thought of by govern¬ 
ment. 

It is worth while to compare the Hate of the Englifh farmers with that of the Pruflian 
ones * as it is by fuch comparifons alone that we can form to ourfelves diltinft notions 
of liberty and defpotifm, as well as of the little dependance that is to be placed on the 
accounts of things given by Englifh travellers, who are wont to treat as Haves all nations 
who have no nabobs, nor lords, nor corrupt brawlers in parliament, nor yet a king 
whom every rafeal is at liberty to throw dirt at under the mafk of patriotilin. 

The tubflaiitial Englifh farmers cannot be taken into our comparifon, on account of 
the finallnefs of their numbers; for, according to the accounts the Englifh writers them¬ 
felves give, they hardly make the fixtieth part of the whole, and are exaftly what the 
poffeflbrs of fmall eflates and the farmers of the crown lands are here; or rather 
the number of thefe is much greater in Pruflia than that of the fubflantial farmers in 
England. 

The number of yeomen, freeholders, and copy-holders, who have the right of chufing 
members of parliament, is alfo very final!, and it is well known that their right of election 
is a vain title. The nobility, whofe tenants they are in great meafure, or who can bring 
them under their dominion Various ways, rob them of their votes either by open power 
or feerct bribery. 

In the prefent Hate of things in England, the farmer has evidently no ffiare in the le- 
giflation ; he is in the HrongeH fenfe of the word, a Have of a fuperior order. He is 
compelled to go as a foldier or failor to America, or the Eaft or Wcfl Indies, and the 
Jiighefl and lefs numerous clafs of the people enjoy the fruits of his labours. The quan- 
ti;y of gold which he brings back to England, at the expence of his blood, raifes the 
vol. vi. a a price 
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price of things, i'o that he is not able to export the produce of his lands ; and a part of 
the bed land in Europe niuft have remained uncultivated, had not parliament granted 
fuch large bounties on exportation, as enabled the holders of it to lupport the compe¬ 
tition of other nations; nor can even this precarious {late of the corn trade laft longer 
than till fuch times as the navy of Ruflia and other dates, which border oq, Poland, fhall 
improve. Asfoon as Ruflia and Pruffia fhall have a fufficient navy, and the agriculture 
of Poland is become what it is capable of being brought to, the Englifti corn trade will 
of crnirfe be deftroyetl. That fydem of convenience, which Great Britain has taken up 
for fo many years pad in defiance of judice and the law of nations, is as oppreflive to 
the farmer, as it is advantageous to the nobility and trading part of the country-. It 
is the former who mud fight out the wars which this fydem introduces ; they are prin¬ 
cipally affe&ed by the dagnation and fall of national credit, the immenfe debt of the 
country, and the exchange of coin for paper-money. The increafe of taxes, in the cafe 
of a war, all fell ultimately upon them, as this event at once takes a great number of 
hands from the plough, and the internal confumption is leffened by the abfence of fo 
many thoufand men from their native country. The dangers of the fea, and the poli¬ 
tical date in which Great Britain has been for thefe fourfcore years pad, aimed confine 
their corn trade to the countries from which the larged quantities are exported in time 
of peace. A long war necefferily occafions a great increafe of dreet robbers and thieves, 
who are all of the clafs of farmers, and are a new plague to the country people. The 
wars England has been engaged in during the lad century, which taken altogether oc¬ 
cupy half that period, have dimini died the population, to the great detriment of agricul¬ 
ture. Whatever is laid of the population of England, it does not bear any proportion to 
thofe of France, Italy, and Germany, the fize of the refpeftive countries being taken 
into the account. In thefe countries there are two thoufand five hundred men to every 
fquare mile, and in England hardly one thoufand nine hundred; and yet it has a greater 
proportion of the neceffaries of life than any country. 

Blinded by a felfe appearance of freedom, the Englifh farmer thinks that lie is fight¬ 
ing for the good of his country, whilft in feet he is fighting to fupport the vices of the 
great. This the true caufe why feme Englifh writers have thought, that indru&ing 
farmers prejudiced the date, and have contended for keeping them in a date of favage 
barbarity, as a thing effential to the happinefs of the whole. The true meaning of this 
is, that the nation would have foldiers and feilors to fight through dorms and batteries 
for a freedom which hardly a twentieth part of the nation poffeffes. 

Dr. Moore thinks that the King of Pruflia’s reafon for contributing fo much to the 
profperity of his farmers is, that they may fupply him with foldiers. None but an Eng- 
liflnnan, who is ufed to didort every thing to the opinion which bed fuits his prejudices, 
could have had fuch an idea. Hardly two-fifth of the Pruffian army confid of farmers 
fons; above half are foreigners, and the other half is made up equally from town and 
country. Pilati datly contradicts Moore in this particular. He informs us, that the 
Pruffian armies are made up of men which ancient Rome would not have accepted of 
for her defenders, to wit, manufe&urers. I diall not take up your time nor my own in 
writing down any more of thefe conceits, which only make a fenfible man laugh. The 
King of Pruflia, as the reafon of things direfts, and far differently from the Englifh le- 
gi flature, confiders the peafents as the mod ufeful members of the community. He 
does not trouble himfelf with foreign colonies, which deprive the land of the hands ne- 
ceffary to till it, and which the peafant is obliged to defend for the advantage of the dif- 
fipated part of the nation. His fydem of politics reds neither on being mailer of the 
fea, nor on the vanity of interfering in all the concerns of the European powers, for the 
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fake of having the doubtful name of the maintainer of the balance and freedom of Eu¬ 
rope, which has embroiled the Englifli in fo many wars, whatever may have been fall'ely 
faid to the contrary. His peafants, as I will {hew you in a future letter, are in no danger 
of being the victims of ambition, as thofe of England conftantly are. I t is impoifible lor 
the Pruffians ever to be put to the difficulty of not being able to part with what their 
land produces. In England, according to the account of the belt politicians, large tracts 
of the beft land is uncultivated. In Pruffia, even the dry fands are ploughed. In Eng¬ 
land a man of fortune has it in his power to put a forced price upon the corn in the 
market to his own profit, and to the great detriment of the neighbouring farmers. 
Here the country is not only free from all fuch afts of power of the nobility, but the 
king, by wife regulations and by Magazines, contrives to keep the corn at a conflant 
high price : this he effects by wife regulations, and laying out large funis to keep his 
granaries always full. The bounty granted by the Englilh patliament for the exporta¬ 
tion of corn, bears no proportion to the funis fpent by the King of Pruffia on the im¬ 
provement of agriculture. He not only gives thofe who are inclined to improve the wade 
lands, wood for building, cattle, and flock of all kinds, but lays out large fums of mo¬ 
ney amongfl the poor farmers. For feveral years paft-he has given the inhabitants of 
the Middlemark alone 10,000 thalers a year, and, according to a computation made, he 
gives every year about 700,000 guilders i. e. 2,500,000 French livres amongft the poor 
farmers. The yearly out-goings for colonies, caufeways, canals, &c- all which have the 
advancement of agriculture in view, coft him no lefs. The great advantage which the 
Pruflian farmer has over the Englilh, that which renders him, without a doubt, the freed 
and happieft farmer upon earth, is, that his land-tax is never increafed; this circum- 
ftance alone would be fufficient to filence all the clamours raffed about Pruflian def- 
potffrn, were the perfons who raffe them capable of any fliame, or did they take any 
trouble to fee more of the country than it is poflible they fliould fee by riding poll 
through it. 

The taxes in the King of Pruffia’s dominions are fubjeft to no alteration. In the very 
preffure of the Silefian war, when all Europe thought that the Pruflian country muft be 
drained to the uttermofl: farthing, they were not raifed a fix-pence *, and had the war 
been longer and Hill more violent, they would not have been raffed. This is due to the 
perfe£t knowledge which the king has of the {late of the country, and his averfion to 
defpotifm and arbitrary power. He knew that taxes are doubly diltreffing to the fanners 
ami dll the defolations and diftreffes of war, and that any increafe of them mull be ex¬ 
tremely pernicious, at a time when from the abfence of the troops the confuinption of 
the produce is leffened, the country plundered by incurfions of the enemy, and many 
ufeful hands taken from the plough. 

Mr. Pilati, who does jullice to the King’s attention to the improvement of agriculture, 
concludes what he fays on this fubject with this remark : “ Notwithftandiug all that the 
Kiner has done to promote it, agriculture will not flourifh in the Pruflian dominions, on 
account of the final In efs of the circulation.” I could obferve no diftrefs arifing from any 
circumflance of this kind; on the contrary, what I faw of the urefs, the furniture of 
their houles, and the way of life, befpoke a degree of eafe, which approached very nearly 
to luxury; indeed, it appears a priori , that the inhabitants of the country cannot be ex¬ 
po fed to that want of money which is felt in the great towns ; they are the great canals, 
or, if I may be allowed the exprelfion, the great refers airs of the gold, which comes to 
them through the finaff canals oi the flute, and returns from them through finall canals 
to the body. The whole machine of government is calculated for their benefit; they 
feel the excife and monopolies lefs than any perfona, and may free thcmfelves entirely 
, a a 2 from 
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from their burthens, if, according to the King’s paternal requifition, they will abflahi 
from luxury. It is the manufacturers, arriits, petty tradefmen, and above all, the lower 
and middling inhabitants of the great cities, who are compelled to confume the produc¬ 
tions of the country, and the farmer has all the benefit of it; indeed, the whole Pruffian 
fyftein of cti Itoms is adapted for the peculiar advantage of the latter; for inftanee, the 
object in the extravagant duties on foreign wines, is to compel the people to drink the 
beer of the country, in the making of which the farmer employs his barley and his hops. 
The foldier gives every thing to the farmer; his clothing, his eating, his drinking, all 
contribute to the profperjty of the inhabitants of the country. An evident reafon why 
the Prullian farmers mull be the very people who can know no want of money, is, that 
the productions of the country are much dearer than they are in any of the neighbouring 
countries, though the fale is much greater. 

I have read in a German review the account of a work, the author of which attempts 
to prove, that the advantages enjoyed by the Priiffian fanners over the other orders of 
the flate, will fome time or other prove dangerous to the conftitution ; but is it not na¬ 
tural, is it not republican, is it not conlonant to the dignity of man to conceive, that the 
moft ufeful, and moft numerous part of a community fhould have the greateft authority 
in it? Shall a parcel of lords poflefs all the advantages of that freedom which the farmer 
is obliged to give his blood to defend ? 

Mr. Pilati, who often contradicts what he has proved, and often proves what he has 
contradicted, makes a remark in his account of Sicily, which, though it does not agree 
with what he himfelf had faid before of the date of agriculture in Pruffia, does great ho¬ 
nour to the Pruffian adminiftration. After having contrafted the profufe bleffings of 
nature in this ifland, with her ftep-mother treatment of the countries under the Pruffian 
dominions, he tells us, that notwithftanding this, the Pruffian farmers are happier than 
thole of Sicily. "What a god-like adminiftration mull that be, which makes the inha¬ 
bitants of a fandy wafte happier than the polfeffors of a country, which both ancient and 
modern writers extol as a miracle of fruitfulnels and wealth! The land in Sicily pro¬ 
duces a hundred fold, and in Pruffia it is a miracle when the mays yields feven or eight 
times, and the corn twelve or fifteen times, what has been fown. The Sicilians, befides 
the corn trade, have oil, filk, wine, citrons, oranges, fugar, and feveral other moft va¬ 
luable articles, The Pruflians have only a few turnips, crab-apples, and nuts; and yet 
the latter are richer than the former: and is it not far more honourable to the admi¬ 
niftration of Pruffia, that notwithftanding the niggardlinefs of nature, the greateftpart of 
the inhabitants are happier than if it pofleffed a dozen Lords Clive, Cavendilh, and Bal¬ 
timore, and three fcore Dukes Pignatelli, Monteleone, and Matalone ? If one confiders, 
as it is juft to do, the very unfavourable foil that was to be worked upon, it will appear 
that the King has done wonders in agriculture. 1 faw feveral tracts of cultivated land, 
which fourteen or fifteen years ago were barren fands. The number of villages and 
houfes in his feveral dominions, which he has either made, or fo improved, that they 
are not to be known again, amounts to feveral hundreds. As the morafles contain fome 
of the beft land here, he fpends immenfe fums in drying them ; upon the whole, you 
fee that agriculture here, is what nature preferibesit fhall be, the ground-work of every 
political operation of the country. The minifters and privy-counfellors dedicate to the 
improvement of it thofe private hours, which in other countries they give to pleafure, 
play, or caballing for each others places. The prime minifter Hertjberg , who, in every 
fenfe of the word, is one of the greateft men of the prefent century, has an eftate fome 
miles from hence, in the improvement of which he fpends his hours of relaxation from 
the cares of flate. In almolt every village you meet with a nobleman, whofe principal 
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occupation is agriculture, and who pofiefles the art of making his amufcment and bufi- 
ncls coincide. In order to find out to what produce the foil of Prullia is bed adapted, 
they not only import feeds from Poland, Rullia, England, Sicily, and the other countries 
of Europe, but have made feveral fine experiments with corn from Barbary and Egypt. 
The moil brilliant aera of the King's government, in his own eyes, is that which is dif- 
tingui/hed by fome ufeful improvement in agriculture. I was told an anecdote which 
does him more honour than the Emperor of China derives from opening the ground 
with a golden plough. There is a privy-countellor here of the name of Brenkenhoff, a. 
man who, born without a penny, had made himfelf worth millions by his induftry. This 
gentleman, fome years fince, diftinguilhed himfelf by his improvements in agriculture. 
Among 11 other things, he fent for rye from Archangel, which fucceeded fo well, that 
by degrees they begged his feeds all through Pomerania, Silefia, Brandenburgh, and 
Pruffia; and the country gained confiderable fums, which before ufed to be paid to the 
Poles and Ruflians for this commodity. In confequence of this, whenever Mr. Bren- 
kenhoff has any thing to afk of the King for himfelf or the province, he always couches 
his requelt in the following manner : “ Had not I brought rye from Archangel, Your 
Majefty and your fubjefts would have been without fo many thoufands you now poffefs ; 
it is therefore fit and proper that you likewife grant me my requeft.” The King not 
only makes it a rule never to deny him any thing he alks, but has often faid, “ Bren¬ 
kenhoff is the mod extraordinary man bom in this country under my adminiftration, 
and I am proud of him.” Mr. Brenkenhoff has imported large quantities of camels and 
buffaloes from Afia, for the improvement of agriculture. The race of the latter thrive 
very well under the Pruflian iky. I have likewife feen fome of them at Saltzburg, 
where, no twith flan ding the fouthern fituation, the climate is not warmer than it is ia 
Pruifia ; but the lazinefs of this animal renders all his other advantages of no account. 
The experiment with camels was attended with no fuccefs. The rearing of flieep, and 
cultivation of tobacco are, after the corn trade, the great refourcesof this country. They 
alfo make a large quantity of coarfe filk, but this is rather the entertainment of fpecu- 
lative fanners, than a regular produce of the country. The nobility, clergy, and pof- 
feffqrs of great eftates, are the only ones who attend to it. It is, however, very remark¬ 
able, that there are twelve thoufand pounds of filk wove every year in Prufiia ; whilft 
Hungary, whofe climate is undoubtedly as favourable to this produce as any country in 
Europe, cannot raife above feven or eight thoufand pounds worth, notwithftanding alt 
the pains taken by government for the improvement of this branch of commerce. Once 
again, brother,! mull repeat it, the Pruflian land-holders, who are fecured againft every 
arbitrary impofition, and in every poffible way fupported and protected, are a greater 
fymptom of national liberty, than a dozen fat lords, or a corrupt parliament. In my 
next letter I will fpeak to you of the people who really feel the preffure of excife and 
monopolies, and arnongft whom there is of courfe extreme poverty. 

I cannot fend away this letter without obferving, that the very way in which the King 
exercifes the functions of government, is a plain proof of his not having any fecret or 
myfterious views with refpect to any of his fubjetls. A defpot, who is not to be con¬ 
fined by any regard to rectitude and juftice, who is always diftinguifhing betwixt his 
own advantage and the utility of the whole, and who wants to cheat his people without 
their obferving it, mull have either fools for his minifters, whom he may cheat as he 
does the people, or he muff have a favourite, whom he can make ufe of for his myfte¬ 
rious purpofes. Neither of thefe is the cafe with the King of Pruflia. His minifters and. 
counfellors are all of them the moft enlightened patriots; and many of them would make 
a figure as men of letters, if they had time, or would give themfelves the trouble of 
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willing. With regard to a favourite, the very name is unknown in this country. Vol- 
tane, the Marquis D’Argens, Algarotti, Quintus Icilius, and Baftiani, were only the 
companions of idle hours, and knew lefs of the government than any body, as Voltaire 
often proved by his bmi mots * Thefe beaux efprits were obliged to keep within 

their proper fphere, and never could bring the King to be familiar with them, how little 
loever he made them feel the difference of rank in the ordinary affairs of life. 

, i he King poflefles the rare and great talent of letting himfelf down to every man, 
Without forgetting himfelf in the lead. His reader and fecretary dare not bring him 
cither complaint or petition. The King appears to be exceedingly miffruftful of him¬ 
felf, and to fear leaft his daily converfation and familiarity with all forts of people fhonld 
lead him into error. His fecretary, who pafles fo many hours of every day with him in 
private, muff lay all the bufmefs to be done before him in form. His mimfters are the 
only perfons he refers to ; they are the executors of his will. 

It has been frequently obferved, that no King upon the face of the earth is fo well 
ferved as the King of Pruffia, though there is none who pays his fervants fo ill. But 
thefe good fervants are not to be procured by mere feverity ; they muff have obferved, 
that the King far excels them in underftandmg, and that he himfelf ftriftiy adheres to 
the rules of juffice and equity, which he lays down for the conduct of others. Had they 
difcovered a weak fide, either in the head or heart of the monarch, there would have 
been an end of their good fervices. It is only to his extreme impartiality, his juffice, 
and his fuperior underftanding, that we mud afcribe the activity and order in the Prut- 
fian courts of juftice. No prince of the blood has the flighted advantage over a farmer 
in a law-fuit. When a difpute happens with a lubjeft upon any part of the domain or 
crown lands, there is no judge who dares have a leaning towards the King’s fide; on 
the contrary, in this cafe they are ordered to have a leaning againft him. The fame 
averlion to defpotilm leads him to make it no ferret, that he does not think the kings 
of the earth are placed here as gods of it, and vicegerents of the Almighty, He looks 
upon the royal dignity as a ftation, which, like that of a general, and many others, has 
been effabliflied through human difpofitions, and to which, in confequence of thefe dif- 
pofitions, birth alone gives a title. He makes as little ufe of religion as he does of po¬ 
litics, to blind his people, or keep up his authority by faith and opinion. The confeiouf- 
xiefs that he is capable of no injuftice or z& of power, can alone fet him above this 
Machiavelian policy. To conclude my tbefis, that the 'King is nothing lefs than a defpot, 
I muff obferte, that he has no over-bearing paflion; fame is by no means his purfuit; 
he defpifes all the applaufe of men from his heart* The great phyfiognomift, Lavater, 
mud have obferved in his countenance, that he defpifes man himfelf; at lead 1 think I 
can affirm, with a degree of fufficient confidence, that the King appears lefs in no man’s 
eyes than he does in his own. Flatterers have very little to expeft from him; and thofe 
who have written againft him with the greatefl bitternefe, may be allured that he has no 
gall againft them. The Abbe Raynal, who is at prefent here, is a fore proof of this* 
There is no place in the world in which there is lefs noife made about the King's actions 
than there is at Berlin, None of the newfpapers of the country fay a word about them; 
and there would not ha^e been a word faid about them at all, if feme patriots of other 
countries had not taken it into their heads, of late, to blow the trumpet of fame, when¬ 
ever their governors did any thing that was not palpably abford or impertinent, Thefe 
fulfome panegyrifts ftirred up fome Pruffian patriots, who love their King, to fhew the 
world, that Frederic, who is fa unknown to moft ftrangers, does more in filence than 
half a dozen other demi-gods of the earth put together. The world was aftonifhed when it 
learned* that for years paft the King had diftributed feveral xniUfoas amongfl his fubjefts, 
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and the writers of newfpapers took it very ill that he had done this without their knowledge. 
It was not till within thefe few years, that we knew that the land-tax in the Pruffian domini¬ 
ons is never altered, though this fyftem is as old as the time of the King’s coming to the 
crown. Long before the philofophers of the laft twenty-five years (for, till within thefe 
laft five and twenty years, there has been no philofophy) began to declaim again!! capi¬ 
tal punifliments, the torture, and the duration of law-fuits, all thefe things had been 
banilhed out of the Pruflian dominions, without any fcribbler taking the trouble to fing 
a Te Deum about it, (Beccaria himfelf makes this obfervation.) Avarice is as little the 
King's weak fide as the love of fame. Nobody gives more willingly than he does, 
when he fees that the money is likely to be made good ufe of. He has money in his 
head, and not in his heart; and oeconomy is one of the firft virtues of a governor.— 
But I (hall fay more of thisir my next. 

LETTER 5 LVII. 

Berlin. 

THROUGH all Germany, and particularly through all Saxony, it paffes for an 
eftablifhed truth, that the King of Pruffia knows nothing of the true principles of trade. 
In the Dutch coffee-houfes, tbofe eternal fountains of political nonfenfe, he is treated as 
ail ignorant dabbler. That foreign merchants lliould think this, or fay fo, does not at 
all furprife me: When they blame the King, they only fpeak like the great Roman ora-* 
tor, pro domofua ; it is impoffible that they Ihould be pleafed with thofdprinciples which 
preclude them from the power of robbing the King’s fubje&s of their money;—but we 
hear the fame complaints here , and in the other countries fubjeCfc to the King. There 
are men here, who are always crying out on excife, cuftoms, and monopolies, and ex¬ 
tolling univerfal liberty as the firft principle of trade. It is very true, that the excife 
makes the manufactures fo expenfive, that feveral of the Pruflian, whofe productions are 
extremely good, cannot fupport a competition with thofe of other countries. It is very 
true, that the many monopolies to be met with here, are a great reftraint upon national 
induftry; {till however in my opinion, the King of Pruffia may be defended. The faCt 
is this; every thing here is conneded, but the true principles on which the excife and 
monopoly fyftems in Pruffia are grounded are not feen, becaufe, like many other things 
in the Pruflian dominions, they are too near the eyes—let us fee if we can explain thefe 
matters a little. 

Neither commerce, nor manufactures, nor the encouragement of private induftry, 
which tend to produce a great inequality in national riches, and render part of the peo¬ 
ple affluent at the expence of the reft ; neither all thefe, nor any part of thefe, are the 
corner-ftone of the Pruffian edifice of ftate; it refts on agriculture only; and if wecon« 
fider the King of Pruffia's politics in this point of view, we lhall find an exaCfc fymmetry 
of parts in them. 

It is on this principle, that that part of the fubjeCts which is the moll numerous, has 
the lead bufinefs, and is inoft inclined to live at the expence of the working inhabitant 
of the country, is obliged to contribute mod to the expences of the ftate. Whoever 
will take the trouble of comparing the feveral articles of the Pruffian excife with each 
other, will foon find that they bear the exaCleft proportion poflible to luxury, and are, 
as they ought to be, always the higher, the more the article of confumption on which 
they are laid is remote from the firft neceffaries of life, whfch the farmer fupplies. For 
this reafon the excife always varies, and rnuft do fo. The King has an exact account 
laid before him of all the articles of luxury imported from abroad. When he lees that 
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the confumption of any article fifes im mo cl era tel v, he immediately Ieflens it, by railing 
the excite on that article ; he has done lo lately by collet, which, according to his ac¬ 
count, had taken many millions out of his country for foine years pair, ine meaning 
of this manoeuvre was to recommend to his lubje&s warm beer, which is the produce of 
the country, is a mors wholefonie, and more palatable food than cokee, and from the 
ufe of which lie him 11-1 f had found great benefit when he was young. Another time he 
obferved, that 12,000 florins worth of eggs were every year brought to Berlin out of 
Saxony. In order to fave Ins fubje&s this expence, he immediately laid a confiderable 
tax on the Saxon eggs, and thus encouraged his own farmers to breed chickens. This 
principle is one of the plaineft in legiflation; it is that which prevails in all enlightened 
countries, only not with the lame good fenfeand equity as in Pruflia. Indeed the Eng- 
Jifli cuftoms and excife are much more holtile to eating and drinking than the Pruflian; 
and it is a proverb in Holland, that of every difti of fifh he eats, a man pays five parts Lo 
the ftate, and one to the fifhmonger. 

The complaints which have the moft foundation of truth in them, are tbote which 
are made with refpeff to the price of the abfolute neceflaries of life. Ihefe, it is faid, 
are fo high, that it raifes the price of work too much, and by fo doing, tends to ruin, 
-not only the Pruflian manufactures, but the monopoly itfelf. But thefe taxes only af- 
fe& the inhabitants of the towns, the artifts, manufacturers, labourers, merchants, and 
all who live by the fervice of the ftate. 

In order to form a juft notion of the influence which high taxes have upon the necef- 
faries of life, one fhould confider the connection which the induftry of the citizen haS 
with the productions of the country', before one allows one felf to think of its effects on 
foreign trade. The King of Pruflia, who in every thing follows the order of nature, has 
not been fofolicitous to procure money from foreigners, as to ftop the channels through 
which his own money went out of the country. Confider things in this light, and you 
will find, that the impofts on the neceflaries of life have not been any reftraiut on pri¬ 
vate induftry; for the price of work has kept on a level with the price of the neceflaries 
of life, and the excife has only been a new and larger canal to aflift the circulation of 
money. The King, who regularly purfued his plan of making the country independant 
of foreign induftry, took care the money paid by the lubjeT fliould flow back from the 
exchequer by the’fureft channels. Thus all that was fpent by the foldier, and all that 
the inhabitants of great towns fpent for the comforts of Ufe, flowed back again to the 
farmer, and encouraged internal agriculture and induftry. In order that this might be 
fo, the duties on foreign goods, fuch as cloths, linens, and the like, were always fo high, 
that only the higheft degree of luxury could prefer them to the fame commodities made 
at home j and it was proper that thofe who had this degree of luxury fliould be puniflied 
for it. 

As to the exportation of Pruflian manufactures, which of courfe would be affe&ed 
by the excife; all that is to be faid is, that the lefler evil is to be preferred to a greater. 
Luxury is the ruin of a ftate. Immoderate enjoyment is the greateft political fin. An 
unequal participation of national riches is the caufe why half a people are tyrants, and 
the other half flaves. Thus cry out our philofophers here, and they are in the right. 
Still more, you find it obferved in almoft every parliamentary debate in England, that 
Britifh freedom will be ruined by the difproportionate riches of part of its members, and 
the facility there is of acquiring them. They fay that pleafure, corruption, ambition, 
and extreme poverty, have enervated the nation ; but how is it poffible to fet bounds to 
luxury and immenfe riches, except by the Pruflian excife ? The more a man fpends, 
.and the richer he is, the more he pays to the ftate, which divides this overflow of the 
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richer clafs amongft the poorer, and by this means reftores the balance as much as it is 
pofiible to do it. Once grant that the real ftrength of a people confilts in frugality, in¬ 
duftry, and an equal divifion of property, and you mu ft be content to put yourfelf above 
the trifling inconveniences, which a fmall part of the whole muft unavoidably be expofed 
to, from an attention to thefe maxims. 

Is there any country that has wafted its ftrength on merchandize, that has been able 
to fupport itfelf long ? The immenfe quantity of riches, the inevitable confequences of 
the freedom of trade, have always drawn along with them luxury, extravagance, effemi¬ 
nacy, tyranny, and the confequent ruin of the country. Mr. Wraxall himfelf, who has 
echoed the outcry of the merchant on the Pruflian fyftem of finance, but who might 
have convinced himfelf, in the houfes of the Pruflian farmers, that the King’s fubjefts 
are not at all in arms againft him, as he fays they are; Mr. Wraxall himfelf is the 
warmeft declaimer againft the pride and tyranny which great riches have introduced in 
England ; but let him {hew me another dam to thefe ravages, befides that which has 
been oppofed to them by the King of Pruflia. 

It is a ft range perverting of political reafoning, when one hears the fame man cry in 
England, that the great wealth of the nobility hath undermined the wealth of the ftate, 
and finds him in Pruflia joining the Pruflian nobility in faying, that the profperity of the 
farmers is hurtful to the interefts of Pruflia. Hiftory can fliew no example of the prof¬ 
perity of the farmers having excited convulfions in a ftate; whereas it abounds in in- 
ftances of Hates overturned by the power of the nobles and the freedom of trade. The 
fanner feldom has too much; but if he does happen to be rich, his income is more 
equally divided than that of the inhabitants of the city ; lie has befides more children to 
provide for out of it; befides this, as the farmer’s fubftance is procured by hard labour, 
he is more frugal in the management of it, and on that account likewife lefs hurtful to 

the ftate. . 

The Pruflian fyftem of excife does not in the leaft affedt the real profperity of the 
fubieft; it affefits only the confumption and the disorderly.foreign trade. The only 
objed of it is to make the fubjedts frugal; and frugality is the .mother of induftry. 
There is no fcience in which fo much fophiftry has been ufed as in that of ftate ceco- 
nomv. It is generally thought that trade alone will make a country rich, whereas no¬ 
thing is fo falfe. Cadiz, Naples, Lilbon, Smyrna, Aleppo, and many, other flourifliing 
trading towns 1 could mention, fiourifli at the expence of the countries to which they 
belong. "When they cry out in Pruflia, that trade has fallen off, it only means that the 
confumption has decreafed ; no doubt it is a falling off to the dealers in coffee, that 
they cannot fell as much coffee as they were ufed to do; but thefe people, who are the 
perfons that have raifed the outcry againft the King, ought to confider, that a country 
of Jews (I fpeak of modern Jews) is the moft wretched of all countries, and that a 
governor is in the right to concern himfelf very little about what may be for their 

advantage. , . 

If foreign trade has decreafed in the Pruflian dominions, on the other hand induftry 
has increafed. There is a vifible proof of this in the aftonifliing increafe of towns and 
of population. No country in Europe of the fame fize has doubled its population, as 
the Pruflian dominions have done (in thefe I do not comprife the conquered countries) 
within the {pace of fifty years. This fingle fatft contradi&s all the outcry about Pruflian 
defpotifm. EffetJs muft always correfpond with their caufes, and no adminiftration 
hofttle to humanity, could produce fuch an aftonifliing increafe of men. 

Even the monopolies make part of the King's fyftem of univerfal benevolence. I fhal 1 
not enter into an exaft difquifition of every fingle article, but only confider that which 
vol. vr. b u rail’es 
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raifes the greateft outcry, namely, the monopoly of wood* The company who Is in 
pofleflion of this large fum of money, pays the King, or what is the fame thing, the 
Itate* for the King has, neither (tables of fix thmifand horf s, nor coach houfes with 
coaches in them worth 50,000 livres, nor a table of fifty covers, nor miftrefles, nor 
hunts, nor journies which coft feveral millions. This company is not allowed to fet an 
arbitrary price on its commodity, but the wood is raxed, and it is obliged to furuiib. the 
beft fort. Though the price of the wood be high, it keeps pace with the wages of the 
manufacturers ; lb no man feels it but thofe who live upon their own eftates without 
doing any thing, or thofe who receive ftipends from the court. If the former of thefe 
would work like the other parts of the induilriou? put lie, they would reckon the articles 
of (ire-wood in their account \ as they do not, they are verv properly pumfhed for their 
lazinefs. As to the laUer, to be fure they do not get much, but what they get is fuf- 
ficient for tbp decent purpohs of life, and the King's maxim is, that every man (hall 
have enough, but no man lhall have too much* To the fanner the monopoly is of fer- 
vice, for the company is obliged to fell him the wood as cheap as if there was no mono* 
poly, and befides, he is bimfelf allowed to carry a certain portion of it to market, where 
the regulations enable him to fell it to better advantage than he would do otherwife. The 
monopuly alfo ferves to preferve the forefts, which all Europe has long lamented the 
diminution of The fearcity of wood makes people more cautious how they grub up 
and burn Nor does the monopoly aSeffc any but the inhabitants of Berlin and Poll- 
dam, who have great advantages over the reft of the country, from the refidence of 
many officers of iiate in them, and the facility with which money circulates. Strangers 
indeed, who reafon from the ftateof their own purfes, and fee that the materials for fire 
are as dear at Berlin and Potfdam as Brafil and Campeachy wood, form no prejudices 
in favour of the Pruffian monopolies, and thus far they are in the right ; but when they 
build upon fuch grounds to call the King of Pruffia a tyrant, as Mr, Wraxall does, it is 
going a little top fan 

The other monopolies are like thofe we meet with in other countries, to wit, on to¬ 
bacco, fait, cards, and the like. The King encourages every kind of manufacture and 
trade which does not militate with the whole fyftem of his adminiftration, but he endea¬ 
vours chiefly to promote the exportation of fuch articles as are of real advantage to the 
country, and ieaft likely to be affefted by a competition with other powers, or the vari¬ 
ations of fafbion. Of this kind are the woollen (tuffs of this place, the Silefian linens 
and cloths, tobacco, and various other articles; the prime materials of which grow in 
the country, and find an eafy admittance every where. Befides thefe primary articles, 
the manufactures of filk, wrought iron, and fled, looking-glades, china, fugar, and 
above all, the trade in wood bring great fums of foreign gold into the country. The 
Poles pay a large tribute to Pruffian induftry 1 and, indeed, every where the balance is 
in favour of the Pruffian merchant, in confequence of that frugality and abftinence* 
which follows from the King’s fyftem of excife. 

The King's treafury, into which fo much money Sows every year, is commonly looked 
upon as one of the greateft obftacles to the trade of the country. This may be true 
with regard to the common Jewifh fort of trade, which, though favourable to lazinefs 
and avarice, is in fa£t, as hurtful to the ft ate as the fale of mountebank and quack medi¬ 
cines \ but in my opinion, the King's treafury is one of his wifeft inftkutions. tie yearly 
lays by in it a fum of money, which bears a fixed proportion to that which the balance 
of trade in his favour brings him in from the Stranger* It is generally thought that the 
fum thus fet by amounts to ioo,oool, or as much as the new buildings, the payment of 
the troops, and the improvements made in the country refpeftively coft; but if we con- 
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fuler that the whole income of the Hate is appropriated to particular and fpecific purpofcs, 
according to the fettled and permanent order, never interrupted by any menus plaiftrs ; 
and that, according to the higheft calculation, the balance in favour of the Pruffian 
trade produces only two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, it will appear that the King 
does not lay by half of what comes from foreign trade. 

It is one of the nonfenfical maxims of the prefent age, which, like a great many others 
of the fame kind, have crept into our modern political theories and romances, that all 
the money of a country mult be employed in the circulation, and none of it be laid by 
for cafes of neceffity; but it was owing to the royal treasure that no taxes were raifed 
in the lall war, and it is for this very purpofe that it was intended; for in the American 
war, the increafe of taxes fell heavier on the French and Englilh than all the other pref- 
fures of the date put together. Schroeder, who is one of the oldell and molt acute of 
the German political writers, has long fliewn the falfity of this maxim. Befides, that, 
taxes fall more heavily on the fubjeflr, and are more difficult to raife in time of war than 
in time of peace, they cannot be fo foon collected ; and if in confequence of this you 
are compelled to add new ones, the refuit will be what we have feen happen in France, 
many provinces wilt be fo exhaufted in three or four years as not to recover for a whole 
century. In thefe emergencies minillers have recourfe to Hate lotteries, loans. See. 
which finally produce the fine fyftem of debt, which annually confumes half the revenue 
of Great Britain. 

If the King of Prulfia had had no treafure, it would have been impoffible, after the 
terrible war which lalted from 1756 to 1763, for his lands not only to recover, but to 
be in a more flourilhing fituation than they were before. There is alfo a local con- 
fid eration, which makes the King of Pruffia’s treafure of peculiar confequence to that 
country, which is, that as feveral parts of it lie open to the enemy, were it not for this 
refource it would be poffible, at the breaking out of a war, to cut off a great part of the 
revenue, by feizing upon a principal town. Indeed it is to the referved fupplies, which 
have enabled him to parry every evil of this kind, that the King owes the fuccefs of 
thofe operations which have rendered his name immortal. Nor is the treafury intirely 
inactive at any period. At different times the King has lent very confiderable funis at 
a very inconfiderable interefi; to the Hates of feveral of his provinces ; thefe fums are 
in circulation, and all that the King requires, is the exact reimburfement at the time 
fixed. 

The Pruffian ftate, confidered as a Hate, is the richell in Europe; and it is abfolutely 
impoffible that it ever Ihould be expofed to feel any inconvenience from the want of 
money ; for its fyftem of finance is eftabliffied upon fuch folid foundations, that if any 
of the King’s fucceffors were to think of introducing a change, it would overturn the 
whole building. You would hardly think it, but I can allure you, that the bank bills 
of this place are bought up with avidity. Nobody has any opinion that they will ever 
lofe their credit. The Dutch arc very happy when this bank will take their money, as 
notwithftanding all the outcry about Pruffian defpotifin, they are convinced it cannot be 
more fecure any where than it is here. Upon the whole, it is eafy to fee, that molt of 
our very wife declaimers againfl the government of Pruflia, draw their topics from the 
difference they obferve between it and the other European governments; whereas if 
they would give themfelves the trouble to lift up their eyes and give matters a little clofer 
and nearer infpeftion, they would foon give up their prejudices, unlefs, indeed, their 
felf love made them incapable of all judgment. I have known none of thefe gentlemen 
but what have praifed, in fome part or other of their works, the very principles on 
which the Pruffian government is built, though they overlooked them and could not 
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fee them when they were writing profeffedly about it. This a rites from the amazing 
difference that there is betwixt theory and practice, and that in all philofophical decla¬ 
mations, people commonly only conftder the end, without thinking of the means by 
which it is to be brought about; nay, they often overlook the only means by which it 
can be brought about at all. Hence it has appeared, that thofe who have written the 
moft ftrongly againft luxury, have not been favourable to the Pruffian fyftem of excife, 
though it is th : only fure dam whereby all excefles may be reftrained. All the political 
principles will; n.fpe£t to the happinefs of nations, which l’Abbe Raynal gives us in 
that famous Hi/loire Politique et Pbilofophique of his, in which he is fo violent againft the 
King of Pruffia, without knowing any thing about him, had been adopted in Pruffia, 
and perhaps no where elfe in the wide world before the Abbe put pen to paper. 

Another part of thefe declaimers find fault only for the fake of appearing Angular. 
Mr. Guibert and feme others of our countrymen are among this clafs. Thefe gentle¬ 
men took it in their heads to exhibit the King to a people, the god of whofe idolatry 
he has long been, through a kind of magic lanthorn, with his head where his heels 
fhould be. Doubtlefs, the indifference with which the King is accuftomed to behold 
all luch buffooneries, mu ft have made them vaftlypleafed with their wife work. 

The King of Pruffia and his father have folved the three moft difficult problems of 
ftate that exift; and hiftory affords no example of their having been folved fo quickly, fo 
happily, and fo univerfally, as they have been by thefe princes. They have made a 
lazy, prodigal, and ftupid people induftrious, active, and alert; they have given to a 
country, which had been entirely negle&ed by nature, a value which many of the moft 
highly favoured countries have not, and they have placed a final! nation in a fituation 
not only to vanquifh in a favourable moment all the combined forces of the mightieft 
monarchies of Europe united, but to be able at any time to meafure fwords with either 
of them fingly. 

LETTER LI. 

Berlin, 

WHEN you hear the King of Pruffia mentioned in the fouthern parts of Germany, 
you think they are fpeaking of an angel of death, whofe employment it is to kill the peo¬ 
ple by hundreds and thoufands, to burn cities and villages, and to be the firft general 
of his day. This opinion commonly refts upon the fame ground as another, which 
was very generally received by the common people during the laft Silefian war, of the 
King of Pruffia’s having taken up arms againft France and Auftria for the extirpation 
of the Roman Catholic religion. Auftria had often recourfe to fuch little artifices; 
fhe was wont to appeal to the religious and paffionate feelings of the people, whenever 
her troops were beaten, and probably found fome confolation in it, not that only which 
arifes from exciting compaffion, but the more fubftantial one of the fupport derived 
from the riches and forces of fome of the Catholic princes of Germany. Such pre¬ 
judices in the populace are eafily produced ; but when you read in the writings of fome of 
the moft famous Auftrian ftatefinen and literati that the King of Pruflia’s whole fyftem 
is contrived for the purpofe of making himfelf terrible to his neighbours, of plundering 
them, and of living by robbery, you do not know whether to laugh moft at their igno¬ 
rance, or be moft aftiamed at their impudence. 

Out of Germany they look upon the King of Pruffia as a great general, but are not 
therefore blind to his other virtues. Our countrymen, whofe impartiality and juftice 
in judging of the merits of great men nobody can controvert, read his civil ordinances, 
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bis bon mots , and the anecdotes of what paffes in his family, with as much pleafure as 
they do the account of his expeditions. Even they, however, impartial as they are 
form quite a falfe opinion of the King, when they confider his military conduct as the 
greateli of his exertions, and think his principal merit confifts in being the greateft ge¬ 
neral of his day. It is natural enough for the love of fplendid aftions to make us more 
attentive to the buftle which has attended his fervices in the field, than to his Hill and 
benevolent occupations. But we could not therefore afcribe to him a love of this bul- 
tle, and a delight in the occupations of war, which no king upon earth likes lefs than 
he does. 

Nouriflied in the arms of the mufes, and attentive only to the progrefs of philofophy* 
fcarce had he attended the throne, when one of the moil extraordinary events of this 
century happened, an event which mult naturally call his attention very ftronglv to it. 
He was one of the many princes who had pretenfions to the fucceffion of Charles VI. 
What he claimed was forne Marquifates in Silefia. The point was how effeftually to re¬ 
cure thefe rights. Moll probably he would have taken the part of Maria Therefa, at¬ 
tacked as file was on all fides, had a proper attention been paid to his requifitions • 
but the Auftriaft mini dry, ever blinded by its own confequence, only anfwered his ma- 
nifeftoes with iofolence and contempt. The confequence was, that after having de¬ 
feated the Imperial troops in the field, he made free with all Silefia, which gave great 
ofience. Then however he difcovered the moderation of his nature; for it would 
have been eafy for him, by fupporting Charles VII. to have funk a houfe, which was 
the mod dangerous to him in all Europe. But his politics did not allow him to com¬ 
mit an injuftice. 

It was neither the King of Pruffia’s love of plunder, nor any thing indeed,, except 
the pride of the Andrian miniftry, and the little knowledge it had of the ftren<nh of 
the Pruffian dominions, that was the true caufe of the Ids of Silefia. The Andrians 
defpifed a court which had no princes and dukes in its pay, but only merchants and 
Knights a quaranto Ecus * for miniders and generals.. They faw no further than the 
outhde of the court of the prefent King’s father, who, under the made of a ridiculous 
Angularity, had laid the foundation of the Prudian greatnefs; they laughed at his un¬ 
powdered hair, his dirty boots, his turnip dinners, and his tall men. People knew not 
that thefe tall men, whom they looked upon only as his particular amu foment, were- 
under the bed of difeipiine; they knew not that his unbetitled and unbejtringed minifters; 
were the mod enlightened patriots ; that the mod exaft oeconomy had made the final! 
country of Pruflia richer than the proud and mighty Audria. hi fine, they knew not that 
Spartan osconomy, and Spartan fubordination, which this ridiculous King was making 
the characteridic of the nation, mud get the better of indolence, effeminacy, and 
proxufion, even though the tribe of gentlemen had not been fo numerous in Audria, as 
it was. 

This ignorance was the true thing which fome perfons have affected to call the good 
fortune of the prefent King of Pruffia. ° 

Ihe invafion of Bohemia, which took place fome time after the conqued of Silefia, 
was undertaken in confequence of the mod prefilng and repeated indances of the Em¬ 
peror, the head of the German Empire, of which the King was a member. 

1 have converted with an old and refpe®able Dutch officer, who accompanied Count 
oeckendorff, as adjutant, to Berlin, when he went to delire the King to help the Em¬ 
peror out of the didrefs which he mud otherwife have funk under. The King was 
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for a long time deaf to all reprefentations and entreaties. As Count Seckendorffwas 
preffing him one day upon the parade, he Ihewed him a regiment which had fuffered 
confiderably in the fir It Silefian war. “ Behold,” fays he, “ what war colts me; 
this regiment has loft above half its men, and fliall I expofe my people to the danger oi 
being fo roughly handled again r”—This is the king whom people call upon as a rob- 
ber and tyrant!—Secfcendorfl*, who was a greater ftatefman than he was a general, in vain 
tried all his rhetoric to carry his point; nor would any thing have induced the King 
again to become the enemy of Auftria, but the being informed in what an unmanly 
manner the Aultrians had behaved in Bavaria, how they had plundered the archives, 
robbed the nobility, laid wafte the country, and carried the peafants into captivity j that 
in fhort, their known pride, their fpirit of revenge, and their cruelty* gave caufe to 
apprehend every thing for the houfe of Bavaria. _ _ , * . 

The King undertook to free the Emperor from his dillrefs, without hurting Auftna 
much : and he compaffedlt with a moderation which the unprejudiced part of the world 
11 ill admires. He obliged Prince Charles to give the Emperor breathing room, by 
forcing him to haften with his army from the Rhine to Bohemia. When he had done 
this he w as quiet, and alking nothing for himfelf, was contented with having done 
what equity and the lhare he took in the Emperor’s calamity required of him.. It is 
well known what little lhare his love of robbery and conqueft had in the breaking out 
of that war in which he eclipfed all that had been done by ancient or modern heroes, 
Jn the very heat of this war, in which he himfelf gathered fo many laurels, he wrote a 
letter to Voltaire, filled with wilhes for philofophical quiet, and full of lamentations on 
the cruelties of war. Very far from being intoxicated with his fame, and untainted 
with any degree of the pride which filled the breatl of that Roman governor, who, ie- 
turnin^ from the government of a dillant province, thought that all Italy mull incef- 
fantly be filled with the praife of his adminiftration; he alked Gellert, who fued to him 
for peace in the middle of the theatre of war, whether he had not heard or feen there 
were three powers inarms again!! him \ and whether he thought it Depended upon him 
to make Germany a prefent of peace! So free was he from being elated with the eclat 
of his wonderful arms, and fo far from thinking of higher things than how to defend 
himfelf. 

In this wonderful letter to Voltaire, he promifes, when he fliall once be quiet, to cut 
off the mod dillant pretences for war, nor to take any concern in the politics ot Eu¬ 
rope ; but to give up all bis time to the improvement of his own country, amidft the 
blefiings of peace. This promife he has hitherto molt religioufly adhered to. \ ou 
think, perhaps, that he did not in the affair of the diyifion of Poland ; but he took the 
leafl part poflible in that affair. The world will be allonilhed when the particulars oi 
this bufinefs come to be known, as none has ever been fo mifreprefented and diftorted 
by political motives. I collected at Vienna fome very extraordinary documents rela¬ 
tive to this matter, which I will communicate to you when we meet. Thus far is no¬ 
torious to all mankind; that in this famous partition, the King had not. a third of what 
fell to Rulfia, nor a quarter of what Auftria had. A ftronger proof of the King’s mode¬ 
ration, and of his pacific difpofition, it is impcftible to give. Poflibly the divifion 
would have been a little more equal if ever the parties had come to blows. 

In the haft Bavarian war, he again obferved the fame wonderful moderation. The 
caufe of his taking.up arms was to reft ore the Houle of Wittelfbach to his inheritance, 
and to maintain the conftitution of the empire; which, as a member of that body, he 
was bound to p rot eft. He alked nothing for himfelf, and did not go a ftep farther 
than he was forced to by the ftrongell neceflity. No monarch ever went into the field 
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with greater magnanimity, and greater difiintcreflednefs, than the King of Pru-ffia did 
on this pecafion.—Since the twenty years, he has given himfelf to philofcphy, he has let 
feveral other occafions go by* which would not have been miffed by another monarch 
who had had the fame powers of war in hand as he had* and the warlike difpofmon 
commonly attributed to him* 

No prince can maniiVft more regard for mankind, than what is /hewn by the King of 
Pruffia every day. He interefts himfelf as much in the welfare of a common farmer* a$ 
in the fiouri/hing of the greateft houfeof trade in his dominions, it is his greateft pride, 
and his greateft pleafare, to read in the yearly lifts* that the population of his country 
has inereafed, He has not been feen Id cheerful for manyjears, as he was upon find¬ 
ing, by the lili given in hilt year, that the number of new-born children within the year* 
far furpaffed the number of the dead* A king who has this way of thinking, is a war¬ 
rior only when neceffity compels him to it. His Lacedemonian armies only ferve the 
purpofe of enabling him to cultivate his country in peace, and to bring his law-faits with 
his neighbours to a fpeedy condulion. They are evidently not the end of his govern¬ 
ment:, but the means ; and it is only thofe who are contented with viewing the outfide of 
tilings, and do not look into thefprings of tbePru/Ikm government, who think them the 
great object 

Some of the Auftrian writers think the King could not keep up his armies, if he did 
not, at certain periods, take a {hare in the di/lurbances of his neighbours, and raife out 
of them a fufficient revenue for the fervice of feme years ; but this IS'one of thofe af* 
fertions which it is impoffible to hear without laughing. 

More than half the army, as lhave already told you, are foreign troops. They fob- 
fift on the produce of the country, the con fum ption of which is immediately connected 
with the progrefs of agriculture. Their clothes and linen are made of materials which 
grow in the country, ,fo that they promote induftry both by contributing to the railing 
the fifft materials, and by the working of them. Their pay like wife is Ilfuecl from the 
treafury, in finch a way as greatly to aflift the general circulation. After their time of 
fervice has expired, many hundreds of the foreign troops continue in the country, and 
fo promote the purpofes of agriculture and commerce; but the greatefi part of the na- 
tives are always upon furlow, and work at home. Upon the whole, both induftry and 
agriculture rather gain than lofe by the army. Indeed you can call only the foreigners 
a (landing army ; for the natives are, in time of peace, us Moore has obferv.ed, a regular, 
well-behaved, and eafily raffed militia. 

All the military regulations have thefe two ends in view ; that of preventing the im¬ 
provement of agriculture from fullering by the number of troops ; and that of making 
them fubfervient to the circulation of money. For thefe purpofes the annual reviews al¬ 
ways take place at the time of the year when feweft hands are wanted for the purpofes 
of agriculture, &c. The troops are quartered in the feveral provinces in the exaft pro¬ 
portion of the revenue of thefe provinces, fo that no money can go this way from one 
province to another. Every thing is predfely upon a par. S'ifefia has juft as many troops 
more as Brandenburgh, as it has more revenue; and the other provinces in the fame 
proportion- As the army miles near two-thirds of the revenue of the ftate, there re¬ 
mains by this means more gold in the provinces than there is in any other country in 
Europe, where commonly the gold flows to the middle, and the capital grows rich at the 
expence of the country. Each regiment has a peculiar part of the country ajffigned it 
for recruiting, and in this, or near it, are commonly its Handing quarters. By this 
means the troops are not only eafily got together when they are wanted, but the fatter 
has always his ftm in the neighbourhood to help him to improve his land, and at the an¬ 
nual 
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nual review time, the latter has not far to go to join his regiment. It is inconceivable 
how, after this. Such clamours can be railed again ft the King of Pruffia, on account of 
his army, and how it can be rep relented as hurtful to the country. Thole of the fol- 
diers who are natives, do not ipend a longer time with the army than their fellows in 
the F.nglilh or Swifs militia’s. Indeed the maritime fervice in one of thefe countries, * 
and the cuflora of letting out troops for hire, which prevails in the other, tend to de¬ 
prive them of hands to till the foil, whereas the Prurban army increales the number of 
cultivators. 

The PrulTian army con fills of about one hundred and ninety thoufand men, and colls 
the King yearly about 20,000,000 ot florins, or 52,000,000 of our livres*. Thefe 
■men are, indeed, difeiplined into a Hate of mere mechanics, nor can it be denied, that 
the hardship of the fate of the common men will make one of our modern philofophers 
ihudder j and yet, without thefe hardlhips the army would not be what it is, fo that the 
King mull be content to bear with it as a necefiary evil, in order to fecure the tranquil¬ 
lity of the country. What would thofe who feel fo much for the PrulTian foldiers have 
faid, if they had feen the troops of Alexander, or Casfar, which, in all probability, and 
from all we can gather from hillory, had not a milder fate than the Pruflians ?—what 
do I fay a milder fate ? Some intelligent men are of opinion, that both the difeipline of 
Caefar’s troops, and the labour required of them, was greater than thofe the Prullian 
fotdier is expofed to. Be this as it may, there is a diftinftion to be made between the 
Prullian troops. The fate of the native foldiers is not fo hard as is generally thought 
by a 11 ranger travelling poll; nor are they, as 1 have already obferved, more than a well- 
regulated militia. 

Another obfervation I have made on thefe men is, that they are not by any means fo 
infenfible and fulky as they have been commonly thought to be. On the contrary, l 
have obferved amongft them, a great deal of good will, and a great deal of affection both 
for their king and their country. As during their furlows they have other occupations 
befides arms, and keep company with other people befides their corporals and compa¬ 
nions, they are civiller and freer in their intercourfe than the foreigners. Thefe 
Jaft are enlifted in coniequence of a voluntary contract, (for it will be unjult to lay to the 
Kings charge the decoys of profeffed enlifters,) the conditions of which are exactly ad¬ 
hered to. 

No fovereign pays more punctually or more fparingly than the King of Pruffia ; nor 
is any man obliged to ferve beyond the time for which he is enlifted, as has been falfely 
pretended. It is true, indeed, that the officers employ all their powers of perfuafion to 
retain a good foldier j but a fluff and ftubborn denial puts an end to their entreaties. 

The neceffaries of life are dealt out very fparingly to thefe people, and you may read 
upon many of their meagre faces, the extremes of poverty, added to the extreme of la¬ 
bour. But the failors, who ferve other Hates in time of peace for the purpofes of trade, 
have hardly a milder fate ; nor is it lefs ridiculous to reproach the King of Pruffia, on 
account of the hardlhips to which his foldiers are expofed, than it would be to compel 
thefe nations to relinquilli their navy on account of the lofs of men they are fubjeft to 
by ftorms, fait provisions, change of climate, feurvy, and the other accidents of a fea- 
faring life. Without frugality and labour, the King of Pruffia’s foldiers could not be 
fuperior to thofe of other powers; but as he is furrounded by enterprizing and jealous 
neighbours, he mujt endeavour to procure himfelf, by art, what others enjoy in confc- 
quence uf their natural ftrength. The fulferings of a finall number is no evil, but a 
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good, when the ft ate cannot be benefited without it, and thofe who blame this extraor¬ 
dinary difcfpfine, tnuft alfo, with Mr, Linguet, find fault with agriculture, as it falls nearly 
as hard on the greateft part of the fubjects of every European ftate, as the military fer- 
vice does on the Prufiian foldier. 

The hardffilps too of the fituation, have been much exaggerated by travellers.—Even 
blows, about which fo much has been faid, are only ufed when the man fiiews incorrigible 
ftupidity, awkwardnefs, negligence, or wickednefs. In no armies whatever are recruits 
treated with more gentlenefs than they are in thePruffian, Their corporals teach them the 
exereife, and how to march, with all poftible care and attention; nor do they grudge to re¬ 
peat the way of doing the thing a thoufand times, when the man's feu 11 is hard of penetra¬ 
tion. But when once he underftands the thing, his teacher takes the ftick, and tells him, 
that this for the future will be his teacher, if he does not do what he is now able to do-* 

In the courfe of my travels, I have often had occafion to make a very interefting ph- 
fervation* In all the countries belonging to bifhops, and in many of the free dates, I 
met with foldiers who had ferved the King of PruIIia, and who had mod of them de¬ 
fert ed from him. As you know it is my way to be more abler van t of men of the lower 
orders of fociety, than of thofe who have ftars and firings ; I talked with about twenty of 
thefe deferters, and did not meet with one amongfl them who did not wiffi himfelf back 
again with the King of Pruffia. I have Sometimes purpofely contradicted them, and have 
endeavoured to fliew them what far more pleafant days they enjoyed under their biffiop 
or magiftrate, and how impoffible I thought it, from all the accounts I had of the Pruf- 
fian army, that they fhould be difpleafed with their change of fituation. This did not 
fatisfy them. They all Spoke of the King's great achievements with a degree of enthu- 
fiafm, which often ftruck me not a little, and the conclufion of what they faid was always 
this : sc It is very true that foldiers are rather roughly treated by the King of Pruffia, 
but the pay comes regularly the day it is due, and there is no inftance of any man hav¬ 
ing ever been ftarved to death by him.” When a man does his duty, the officer's eye 
is upon him, and every one knows in what rank he may clafs himfelf; in other places 
men are only half foldiers, and derive no credit from it. Notwithftanding they have 
the utmoft liberty under thefe petty princes, and are oftener in the ale-houfe than under 
arms whilft they continue with them, many of them, who are young enough, defert 
back again to the King of Pruffia. It is remarkable enough too, that in all thefe places 
they confider themfelves as a kind of veterans. In one of the epifcopal refidencies, I 
heard an officer fwear at a foldier. The fellow anfwered him with a degree of cold 
pride not to be deferibed, Sir officer, I have ferved the King of Pruffia.” And the 
officer was filent. 

The frequent deferfions, are the capital objections which men make to the Pruffian 
military eftablifhment. It is very true, that upon marching into an enemy's country, a 
twelfth or fifteenth of the King's army leaves him ; but they come back with intereft: 
after a fortunate action, and though, after unfortunate aftions, fo many of the foreign 
troops defert, his own fubje&s defert Iefs than any foldiers upon earth, 

A new inftance of the King's wifdom and goodnefs in not being willing to expofe the 
country to any diftrefs, is fliewn in Ins willingnefs rather to bear with thefe inconvenien¬ 
ces, than have more of his fubjeflts under arms. After the battle of Collin, half the ar¬ 
my deferted; and at Roibach his army was made up almoft entirely of his own troops j 
but mark, he beat our armies, and the armies of the empire, and the laft ferved him to 
compleat his regiments which had fuffered. Thus it always goes. The Germans who 
inhabit near the Rhine, Maine, and countries about the upper parts of the Danube, al¬ 
ways join the victorious army* When the Emperor is fortunate, they leave the King for 
vol. vi. " c c him i 
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him; and when the chances turn, they turn with them. In the mean time they muft of 
courfe always Hand one adlion in the place where they are. 

With regard to the interior government and tallies of the Pruffian army, all I can tell 
you about them is, that no foreigners know any thing of the matter. Mr. Guibert, the 
celebrated French writer on the fubjedl, is looked upon here as the mod miferable dri¬ 
veller in the whole world ; and they pointed out feveral things to me, which he had en¬ 
tirely miftaken. I will give you only one fpecimen, which I happen to recolledl. He 
fays that the cylindrical rammer of the Pruffians depreffes the gun too much when they 
prefent. This is not only falfe in fadl, but Mr. Guibert overlooked fomething here* 
which the Pruffians confider as a remarkable advantage. They always lower the gun a 
little when they prefent, becaufe they have obferved that it is always raifed a little by 
the natural fhaking of the foldier, efpecially when he fees himfelf within the enemies’ 
fire. They fay we loft I know not what battle in Flanders, by our men always firing too 
high, whereas the Englifh took fuch care to make their people fire lower, that fome of 
the officers even lowered" the guns of the foldiers with their arms and flicks. 

In my opinion, the fame thing is to be obferved in this, as in every other part of the 
Fruffian government. It is not fo much the myftery which obtains, as the fimpJicity of 
things, which people overlook, and judge falfely about. They feek for artifice where 
there really is none, and fet up myftery becaufe things are too near their nofes to be 
feen. I was allured by feveral officers, that in marches (which they confider as one of 
the mod important parts of the art of war, though they do not make a whole regiment 
ftand for fome minutes on one leg, in order to teach them how to preferve the equili¬ 
brium of the body) there are certain little things, which people do not obferve, on which 
the whole depends. The King fuffers no perfon to be prefent at the grand manoeuvres r 
without particular permiffion; but this is probably done more to prevent the troops- 
being difturbed by a fwarm of fperiators, than to make a myftery of any thing. It re¬ 
quires indeed a very nice and welt-accuftomed eye, as well as a very favourable^fituation 
in the field, to fee and underftand a Pruffian manoeuvre \ fo that amongft twenty pro- 
feffional men, who are fpeftators, there fhall hardly be one that can compafs it. This is 
the true caufe why the Pruffian officers themfelves can give fo little account of their own 
art. Every man has too much to do upon his own fpot, to be able to attend to what is 
palling round him. 

.As wonderful as the Pruffian infantry is, it is {till infinitely furpafled by the cavalry, 
according to the teftimony of all the officers I have fpoken with. Even Englifh travellers, 
who are not apt to give any favourable accounts of what they meet with in other countries, 
and who are fo proud of their own cavalry, confefs that this part of the Pruffian army 
goes beyond all that can be conceived of it. The King himfelf fays of them, that they 
always ftand to advantage between him and the enemy he expects. He fpends immenfe 
fums upon them, and fends for horfes as far as Tartary. The Pruffian officers, though 
not given to boafting, affiert, that in all the hiftory of the art of war, there is not an in- 
ftance of the cavalry’s ever having been brought to the point of perfection it is now 
brought to in Pruffia. They ride always full gallop; but their evolutions are as exadt 
as any of thofe of the infantry. 

r I hey look upon the attack of the cavalry as not to be flood by the infantry. The 
King’s cavalry is above eighty thoufand ftrong, and he every year ufes five thoufand frelh 
horfes. The Emperor takes all poffible pains to rival the King in this refpedfc but he 
is ft ill at a great di (lance from him, though his cavalry is beyond companion the bell in 
Europe after the Pruffian. 
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A great advantage poffeffed by the Pruffian army is the uniform difcipline that obtains 
all through. There are particular mailers of exercife for every divifion of the army. 
Thefe the colonels themfclves mull not control, when they are exerciling their regiments, 
though they are often only majors. This occafions an attention to a great number of 
little things, which in other armies particularly our own, depend only on the will of the 
colonel, and are therefore often neglefted. By this means the whole mull harmonize 
better, for when rules are the fame, the alacrity or negligence of the colonels or majors 
in the execution, make a wonderful difference in regiments. 

Another caufe, which in my opinion, greatly contributes to the excellence of the army, 
is the high birth of the officers. They are moll of them of the firft nobility of the 
country, and you hardly meet with one foreigner in twenty. They mull all have 
been educated at the cadet’s fchool, and have ferved as cadets : I have fome very refpedl- 
able acquaintance amongft them. They are in every refpett well-educated people, and 
upon the whole very fenfible men. The fmall pay of the fubalterns obliges them to be 
ceconomical, which is of great advantage to the lervice. They have all a martial appear¬ 
ance, and that alacrity in every thing, which befpeaks men always ready to cut a knot 
with their fwords. I believe that the Pruffian army has an advantage over the Auftrian, 
from the Pruffian nobility not being fo powerful as the Auftrian. You cannot expeft 
from counts and princes with large incomes, that exact fubordination and fimplicity, 
which is the foul of the Pruffian army. Our experienced officers make a great outcry 
about the irregularities in fervice, which are perpetually arifing from the intrigues of 
private families j and it is well known that the Englilh army is as ill circumftanced in this 
refpedt. 

The Auftrians are by nature a far ftouter race of foldiers than the Pruffians^ but this 
does not avail them ; for, after all that has been faid of the advantage of art over un¬ 
cultivated nature, no ftronger inftance can be fliewn of it, than bringing up a miferable 
artificial being, with all his art about him, to face a natural man, who is without it. The 
natural man, who, were they both unarmed, would be able to tear to pieces a dozen 
l'uch creatures, lies ftretched out at the feet of the wretched man of art, as foon as the 
latter gives fire. 

The fame truth holds good with regard to armies that are more or lefs difciplined, 
nor are the natural qualities of the foldier able to Hand againft thofe which are acquired 
by art. 

LETTER LII. 

Berlin * 

WHEN we read in Lingttet’s Annals that the King of Pruffiahad more foldiers than 
peafants, during the laft Siiefian war, we are naturally apt to take it for a bon mot ■; but 
l am apt to think it rank ignorance. The man who could advife the European powers 
to help the Houfe of Auftria to a part of Germany, in order to enable it to oppofe the 
Turk on ail fides, is very capable of making fuch a blunder. He eftimated the Pruffian 
territories by the map, where, on account of their broken appearance, they make but a 
lorry figure, and fo naturally felt into the opinion of its being impoffible for more than 
two hundred thoufand men to inhabit fo narrow a flip of land. 

What confirms me in this opinion, is the ignorance people are in with regard to the 
real ftrength of Pruffia, which yet they ought to be better acquainted with, partly 
by the information of their eyes, and partly from German documents, which are open 
to every man. 

2 Mr, 
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Mr. Pilati, one of the few foreigners who understand German, and derive their know¬ 
ledge from the fountain head, relates, that the King ofPruflia had not more than 120,000 
men, when he made his firft conqueft. 

When the King came to the crown, his own territories contained at leaft 2,20"’,000 
inhabitants; Brandenburg had 600,000 ; Pruffia 60,000; Pomerania 300,00c; Mag¬ 
deburg and Halberftadt 300,000; and his own Weftphalian dominions at leafl: 400,000, 
His income confiftcd of at leafl twelve millions of florins, and he had inherited a won¬ 
derful treafure of ready money from his father. 

It is likewife a very generally received prejudice, that Pruflia is not flrong enough to 
maintain itfelf hereafter in the ftate of fpiendour to which the prefent King has railed it. 
It is very true, that with regard to interior ftrength, there are but few of the European 
powers which do not furpafs the Pruffian; but, as long as the fyflcm of government 
ihall laft which has been eftablifhed by the King, it will always be able to tneafure fvvords 
with any power in Europe. In fad, the true ftrength of a ftate does not confift fo 
much in the quantity of its pofitive force, as in the ufe made of it; but there is no 
power in Europe who is able to ftretch every nerve and every fibre, as the Pruifiaa 
certainly can. Befides this, if population continues to encreafe as it lias done during 
the time of the prefent adminiftration, the pofitive force itfeif will encreate falter than 
that of any other country. 

The Prullian dominions, of which no perfon can have an idea in the map, contain 
3650 German fquare miles, which is as much as the kingdoms of Naples, Sicily, and 
Portugal put together. The population is about fix millions. The kingdoms of Swe¬ 
den, Denmark, and Portugal put together, do not contain fo many inhabitants; nor 
does England alone.contain as many. As the Pruffian population does not yet bear any 
proportion to the fize of the country, and as that is not yet all cultivated, the Pruffian 
population is fufceptible of a great encreafe. With regard to goodnefs of territory, the 
country in general may be counted amongft the middling fort. The foil of Branden¬ 
burg indeed, is remarkably bad; but that of Magdeburg, Halberftadt, Cleves, the mar- 
quiiate of La Mark, and lome parts of Silefia, Pomerania, and Pruffia, are as remark¬ 
ably good. When, in procefs of time, they have acquired the degree of culture of 
which they are capable, they will be able to fupport eight millions of perfons. Befides 
thefe, this court has much to expeft from an acceffion of the marquifate of Anfpach 
and Bareith ; and it is ten to one that it will come in for a lhare, when the courts of 
Vienna and Peterfburgh Ihall execute the plan againft the Porte, which they have been 
engaged in ever fince the Emperor’s journey to Peterfburgh. 

This plan has been fpoken of here for feme time with a great degree of confidence, 
and as it is impoffible that whenever it takes place, this court fhould fit idle, I will lay 
before you the political opinions of thofe perfons who deferve the molt credit. They 
fay the two imperial courts hardly need the third part of their troops to be a match for 
the Turk. The King’s fituation is therefore critical, for he is placed between two 
courts, each of which equals him in ftrength, even after they have fent out one hundred 
and eighty, or two hundred thoufand men againft the eaftern enemy. This is true ; 
but if the King choofes to oppofe their meafures, France, who is more interefted in this 
affair than the Pruffian court, on account of her Levant trade, which is an object of 
eight millions a-year, m uft naturally feek for a connexion with him. France, however, 
has had the folly, at a time when the weft and north were occupied by the two moft 
formidable powers that hiftory knows of, to wafte her power at fea; and the two impe¬ 
rial courts fuffered her to fpend herfelf in the American war, in which Ihe had no man¬ 
ner of concern, till flie was intirely exhaufted. By this means Ihe has loaded herfelf 
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with debt, and will not be able to maintain the balance in the Eaft. By the bye, bro¬ 
ther, it is very humbling to a Frenchman to obfcrve how they fpeak of the power of 
France in this country. They affeffc to think our armies might make a tolerable (land 
agrinft Dutch, Piedmontefe, or fuch troops, or at molt againfi the army of the (bates of 
the empire; but that they would make no refiftance at all if oppofed to the Ruffian or 
Auftrian armies. But to return—The King of Pruffia, whole age and love of philoso¬ 
phical quiet, incline him to peaceful councils, would let idmfelr be pcrfuaded to peace by 
a llice of Poland. Something he muft have—for fliSuld it pleale him to put his old 
weather-beaten head out, he would find many methods,, by his great treafure, of pro¬ 
curing fuch affifiance from Sweden, Denmark, and other German courts, as would en¬ 
able him to make head againll both the imperial courts ; efpecialty if France was to do 
for the Porte, what its fleets enable it to do, or was to force the Emperor to make a 
diverfion in the Netherlands and in Italy, where fhe might be addled by the Kings of 
Naples and Sardinia. Difficult as it may be, to make fo powerful a head, and unlikely 
that all circumftances fiiouid concur, we may venture to fay that it is ten fo one the 
courts of Vienna and Peterfburgh will rather choofe to make the King quiet in his own 
way, than drive him to the utinoft. Only /hew him that it is worth his while, and 
probably he will contribute his (hare in driving the Turks out, or at leafl guarantee the 
imperial courts againfl the attempts which may be made by any other powers of Chris¬ 
tendom, to impede their operations. 

If the courts of Peterfburgh and Vienna (hall, as they have it in their power, proceed 
to the execution of this plan; the lofs of our profitable trade to the Levant, mud be' 
the inevitable confequence of the ruinous American war, the end of which we cannot 
yet fee, and which we cannot get as much by as we are fure to iofe by this means. Our 
wine trade to the north mud likewife fuffer from thiseaule, as the Poles have been long 
at work on a canal, which, by means of the many rivers which pafs through their coun¬ 
try, is to unite the Atlantic and Black Seas, and to bring wine for the fupply of all the 
north, from the provinces which now conftitute Turkey in Europe. Not to fay that 
Europe will have two powers more at fea, which will be hoftile to us on the Mediterra¬ 
nean. AH this gives us good reafon to blame the fleets built at the expence of our land 
forces. We have only one hope left, which is, that Ruffia and Auftria cannot long 
continue friends when they are fo near one another. 

ThePruffian monarchy has alfo great improvements of another kind to expeft. If it 
was once compafl and clofe together, it would be a confiderable deal (Ironger than it 
now is. They often talk of an exchange of the Pruffian territories in Weftphalia, and 
the duchies of Bareith and Anfpach for Mecklenburg, Anhalt and Lauffits. This would ■ 
be very advantageous for the King, but it is extremely difficult to bring about. 

The King’s income is about thirty-four millions of Saxon florins, or eighty-nine mil¬ 
lions of livres *. His civil lift is incredibly and uncommonly fmall. His firft minifters 
appointments are 15,000 florins. I know fome privy counfellors in Vienna who have 
more. The ftate of his ambaffadors, at the great eft courts, does not amount to more 
than 15,000 florins. The public of Vienna laughed at the Baron Riedefel, the editor 
of the Journey to Greece, for not having from thirty to forty thoufand florins, like the 
imperial minifter; but he knew very well, that the qualities of a good minifter are not 
to be found in his pocket. Accordingly a long time did not pafs before he gave the 
ton in the bell focieties, and his jealoufy for the honour of his matter, made feveral of 
the Emperor’s minifters afliamed who were much better paid than he was, 
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Silefia is the province of mod confequence after the kingdom of Pruffia# It is only 
half as big as this, but has nearly the fame number of inhabitants, and yields very near 
as much- The Silefian linens are famous all over the world ; and the King has juli 
opened a trade with Spain for them, which was formerly in the hands of the Ham- 
burghers, They have like wife a large trade for handkerchiefs. The Silefian forells 
alfo afford a great deal of wood for {hip-building. The Villa de Paris, which was taken 
the 12th of April of this year, was intirely built of Silefian wood. 

Having made feveral excurfions into different parts of the Pruffian dominions, I have 
obferved that there is no where fo much poverty as in the two towns of Berlin and Potf* 
dam. This probably it is, which has contributed to bring the country into di(credit 
with foreigners. The high price of the neceffaries of life in thefe two cities, the great 
number of idle people, the finall pay of many civil and military fervants, the pinching 
way in which many of the finaller nobility, wh^ muff have their fervants (and often 
their debts) live, and the great luxury of drefs, may be the caufes of this. Upon the 
whole, the country appears £0 me, though not rich, yet in a ftate fufficiently prosperous* 
The equal diftribution of the coin amongft many people, makes the funi not fo ffriking 
as it is in other places, in which a nobleman covers the poverty of a hundred of his poor 
■countrymen by his diffipation. This is not the cafe here; there are no perfons in the 
Pruffian dominions, fome of the large feudal nobles In Silefia only excepted, who pof- 
lefs above thirty thoufand guilders income in landed eftates, Indeed you cannot find 
more than three houfes which have twenty thoufand florins; but ftill the inhabitants 
are upon the whole as remote from extreme poverty as from exceffive riches, and you 
meet with as few beggars here as in any other country in Europe, There is no ground 
for the affertion of fome travellers, that manufactures do not thrive in this country, for 
I did not fee one city, though ever fo fmall, in which there were not fome flourifhing 
manufactures. It has indeed been obje&ed to the King, that his fyftein of finance has 
ruined the fair of Franckfort on the Oder; but the trade carried on there was a kind of 
Jewifli bufinefs, which might perhaps be profitable to the merchants of the place, but 
was rather hurtful than ufefoi to the reft of the country. The fame objection, upon 
the fame narrow grounds, is made to the Emperor, with regard to the fair of Biffen, in 
the Tyrol, 

With regard to the faiences, and literature of all kinds, Berlin is, without a doubt, 
one of the firft cities in the world. It is obliged to the King for this pre-eminence. 
His father was as orthodox and ftiff as the late Emprefs of Germany ; and the Mules, 
who without liberty do not live at their eafe, fled from him of courfe. This filly prince 
banifhed the celebrated Wolfe, who certainly was no infidel; but the King had no 
liberal ideas; he confidered every ftudy, except thofe of divinity and finance, as non* 
fenfe and delufions ©f the devil, and his treafurer was a greater man in his eyes, than 
Wolfe, Leibnitz, or Newton, The prefent King, who is a true friend of the arts and 
fciences, has eftablifhed a freedom of thinking in his country, which is not to be met 
with any where out of England, Neither orthodox nor politics reftrain philofophy in 
this country ; but whilft every profeffpr at Vienna is teaching that land and people are 
the private property of the monarch, they publifh here, without the lead fear of danger, 
that the King is nothing more than a Jladt-holder , or the firft amongft his fellows. As 
to religion, the Jews openly declare that the Mefiiah is not yet come; the Catholics, 
that they eat him every day, and that the Pope is the head of all princes ; the Proteff 
tants, that the Pope is the wild-beaft in the Apocalypfe, and the Whore of Babylon ; 
the Greeks, that there is no Trinity ; the Turks, that Mahomet was a greater prophet 
than either Jefus4>r Mores ; and the whole race of Infidels, that there never has been 
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nny prophet at all. All thefe things are confidered as bare fpeculations of the elofet by 
the police} and any prieft, rabbi, or cadi, defiring to make an aulo-de-fc, would be the 
fir ft to occupy a place on his own faggots. 

1 he King has an academy, which is not conipoled of the beft wits to be met with 
here. There are, however, fome men of true merit amongft this generally very indif¬ 
ferent fet. But Frederick, as has been oberved by feveral of his enemies, has a preju¬ 
dice in favour of foreigners, and had rather take one of our jmrnalijls * to fill up his 
academy, than any of the German literati. Mr. Pilati has obferved that feveral of the 
German men of letters would make a better figure in this academy, than moft of the 
foreigners who are in it. The King does not think fo j but then it muft be confeffed 
that he has given, the Germans full revenge on this fubjeft, by the publication of his- 
elfay fur la Literature Allemande , which makes it very evident that he knows nothing at 
all either of their literature or their language. The reafon of this is alfo obvious. 
When he began his courfe, German literature was ftill in its infancy, and there pre¬ 
vailed at Berlin efpecially, a barbarity which muft have vexed him forely. His tafte 
was confequently formed on the French and Italian models} and the company he kept 
in his hours of recreation, confifted only of perfons of thefe nations. In procefs of 
time, light advanced in Germany, but he did not perceive the blaze it made in its pro- 
grefs. He himfelf wrote and fpoke only in French} and the jefts of the foreign wits- 
who furrounded him, and knew no German, increafed his prejudices, both againft a 
language which he could neither fpeak nor write, and againft a nation which he knew 
only by its dark melancholy humours, and ftiff cut of the clothes for which the inhabi¬ 
tants of Berlin were remarkable in his father’s time, and which they have not yet intirply 
thrown off. When the fame of German literature increafed, and inconteftible proofs 
of its eminence were offered to be laid before him, it was impoffibie for him to enter 
into the beauties of a language which he had always treated as barbarous, and of which 
he could only write and fpeak the moft miferable jargon. In order to difeover the 
beauties in any tongue whatever, it is necefiary to be acquainted with its peculiar idiom: 
for it is in thjs cafe as it is with an aCtor who fucceeds one that had been the favourite 
of the public. The new actor may poffefs all that art and nature can beftow upon him, 
ftill he will not do enough for general expectation on his firft appearance} the lpeCtators 
muft have time to grow familiar with his peculiar pronunciation, his carriage, and a 
number of trifling circumftances, which only hurt him from the comparifon with his 
predeceffor, in whom many things of the fame kind did not make unfavourable impref- 
fions, on account of the habit which people were under of feeing them. The King, 
who never had time enough to fpare from the cares of his ftate, to make himfelf tho¬ 
rough mafter of the beauties of the language, and to wear away the prejudice he had 
formed againft it, was rather confirmed in his prejudices than lhaken in them, by the 
proofs that were laid before him, of the contrary opinion. It is poflible too that his in- 
ftructors might not be happy in the choice of the works they took to convince him. 
After all, if we con fid er that ever fince his acceffion to the throne he has only ufed 
literature for a recreation and amufement, we fliali not be very angry with him for his 
averfion to German literati. The ton of the polite world is feldom found united to their 
learning, and their wits are moftly flunted by the fevere ftudies of their refpective pro* 
feflions. Whilft in other nations the literati often facrifice their underllanding to their 
genius, thefe always offer up the former at the fhrine of the latter. Hunger and want 
tif knowledge of the world render them boorifh and untra&able in locial life, though 
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at the fame time they form the imaginary worlds of which they write, after quite a dif¬ 
ferent fyftem from what they pradife, and know how to give their writing a polifii 
which they want thenifelves. The profeflional countenances of the Dutch literati, and 
the ftudies of the beaux efprits , which came to the King’s notice, could not recommend 
German literature much to him ; doubtlefs the genius of the nation contributed fotne* 
thing to the preference he gave the French and Italians. The German genius is dull, 
and though many of their pieces do not abfolutely fiink of the lamp, yet you may eafily 
obferve that they have come with difficulty from the authors. In confequence of this, 
they feldotn recommend themfelves as fine writers, even when they are moll entertain¬ 
ing j for they have not the livelinefs which enables the 1'rench and Italians to mark the 
remarkable parts of a thing in a minute, and to give a neatnefs to obfervations often 
paltry enough in themfelves. Religion is alfo in lome meafure thecaufe of this. I he 
Proteftants are accuftomed to give too great a preference to the ufeful over the agree¬ 
able, and as the Catholics, whofe religion gives the iineft fcope to the powers oi wit 
and imagination, are in Germany, all plunged in the deepefl barbarity, it is not to be 
wondered at that the King choofes, for his hours of recreation, Italian abbes rather than 
German paftors, who are often much fuperior to them in real knowledge, but who have 
the air of their cathedrals, and apt to fall into the preaching tone, with which it is 
impoffible that the King fhould be pleafed. The fame thing obtains with refped to the 
writers of German politics and hiflory. In point of truth, and the knowledge of bare 
facts, they far furpafs the hiftorians and politicians of all other countries, but they do 
not know how to make their heroes fpeak, nor how to give them a beautiful drefs-. It 
is certainly better to be true and dry, than falfe and witty ; but truth alfo allows itfelf 
to be joined with wit, which makes it flip down more glibly. The complaints which 
the King makes on this head, in his effay againfl his countrymen, fur la Literature Al- 
lemande , are certainly well grounded; but his remarks on the fchools, as well as his 
proofs of the want of genius of feveral Dutch writers, are certainly not well chofen. 
The fhoot'mg of darts as thick as the arm , and the ring on the finger of Time , have, been 
univerfally exploded in Germany for the laft twenty years. As to the fchools, in no 
country in Europe are they fo flourifliing as in the King’s own dominions. I he Ger¬ 
mans proceed intirely by rule, and even in things in which they are not calculated to 
improve thenifelves, they are able to give the belt directions to others. No nation fur- 
pafles them in eftimating the productions of genius. They have given the bed rules 
how a hiflory is to be written; which, however, like all the rules in the univerfe, have 
not yet produced a Angle genius. In the mean time, rules and criticifm of authors, is 
all that hitherto goes forward in the fchools. 

Nothing fo much prevents the progrefs of German genius, as the indifference of the 
Princes of Germany to German literature; but on this account, in my opinion, they 
deferve no reproach: for if they go on as they have begun for fome time, to encourage 
agriculture, to make the arts alive, to improve legiflation and manners, and to pay their 
debts; thefe manly, thefe imperial purfuits, will, as the King well obferves in his effay 
on German literature, contribute more to the happinefs and glory of the nation, than if 
their poets and hiftorians eclipfed all thofe of old and modem times. This, however, 
is my own private opinion. But when one of the firfl princes of Germany reproaches 
Ins countrymen, as the King of Pruffia has done, for not having produced a Virgil, a 
Horace, a Tully, a Corneille, a Moliere, a Voltaire, and a Tafl'o, one would think that 
they ought to contribute to the progrefs of tafteand language, and to the developement 
of genius; whereas I met with no court in Germany, in which a foreign dialed did not 
prevail. In all places but Saxony- the immediate followers of the court generally fpoke 
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their mother* tongue wretchedly, nor was their French and Italian jargon lefs miferablej 
No man can make his way at either of thefe courts without the French language. In 
moil it is accounted vulgar and unbecoming to fpeak your own language ; and yet the 
court is the only place where language can acquire the rounding, and the lightnds 
which is to diftinguifh it from the brogue of barbarians. 

In France and Italy the court contributes moft to the polifh of the language; for it 
is not the writer who makes the language, but words and expreffions muft have acquired 
tile right of demzenfhip in good company, before any author can ufe them without of¬ 
fence. The jeaioufy of /peaking their own language well and with tails, is an object of 
the fame pride and pleafure to the great folks, (who always aiTume the tone of the court) 
as the being diltinguilhed in their drefs, their hair, and their demeanour. Even in 
Greece and Rome, good company, and the bufinefs of the Hate, contributed much 
more to the forming their languages than the writers, who did not appear tilt after 
thofe nations had already acquired a very confitlefable degree of polifh. But upon 
what models are the German writers to form thernfelves? On the pulpit ? Few peo~ 
pie in high life pay any attention to what paflfes there. On the courts of juftice ? By 
the nonfenfical law jargon, and the cold and tedious form of fairs ? No, no, this can¬ 
not be : there mult be Roman tribunals, and a Roman admiriiftration of juftice, before 
Cicero can pofiSbly be expected. As to tranfactions with foreigners, which were fur** 
xnerly a wide field for German eloquence, they are moftlycarried on in the French lan¬ 
guage. There are federal princes who have their very proclamations written in French, 
and tranfiated our of it before they publilh them to their fubjefts. The diet of Rath- 
bon, the only place where the Scattered nations of the empire form an aggregate and 
can confider thernfelves as a whole, and w here the love of their country, ambition, and 
even national pride, ought to make Demo.fthenes% Ciceros, Burkes, and Foxes *, this 
celebrated diet is the temple of deep, infenfibility, Client corruption, the darkeft nonfenfe 
and treachery. All ihe tranfactions with foreign mnrijlers, and rnoft of thofe with the 
m milters of the German courts thernfelves, are carried on in French and in the afiembly 
of the Hates ilfelf, every thing is carried on by a ffngle yea ; you feldom hear a nay, 
and commonly all is foon brought to a decifiori* As to the Emperor's court at Vienna, 
there is a jargon there, which not one man of letters in ten can underftand ; nor is that 
of Wdslar one jot behind it in unintdHgiblenefs. The German nation is no where 
brought together in a point nor is it accuftomed to confider itfelf as one and the fame 
nation ; hence the language can be as li?tie fixed as the character is. But if thefe im¬ 
pediments were once to be removed, Hill the German genius would always be kept back 
by want of encouragement. 

The ftilall court of Weimar is the only one I have yet met with in Germany, where 
the national genius is not left to ftarve; but in order to feed it, the Duke is forced, by 
the fcantinefs of his income, io make his wits coimfetlors, fecretaries, and lord high trear 
furers. Klopitock is perhaps the only poet alive, who Ihews any thing like a well un„ 
derilood patronage in any of the German princes. In a word, the moft miferabie of 
our journaiiils will make his fortune iboner at a German court, than the greateft writer 
of the country. There is a vifible proof of this in the Rate of the academy of this 
country. 

Amongfl the numerous tribe of literati of this country, qui ns font Hen , pas memo aca~ 
dmickns* I was made mo ft happy in the acquaintance of the Jew Mofes Mendeliohn, 
Mefirs. Bufching, f Feller, Spalding, Nicolai, and Madam Karfchin. 

r I he firft oi thefe is one of the moft remarkable writers in Germany. His works are 
elegant, and his ftyte has a neatnefs, ric briefs, arid precition, which mu ft in time make 
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him c'affical. He is at the head of a houfe of trade, and brings out his phitofophy as 
he can. He amufes himfcif at his fpare hours with the publication ot fragments ol his 
featured opnions. He has all the elegance in his manner which diftingu Hires his writ¬ 
ings, and it helps him to carry off a corpulent unwcildy body. 

Bufching, Teller, and Spalding, are members of the confiftorial court. 

The firft is the greateft known geographer in' Europe. His defeription of Europe 
far furpalfes, in point of accuracy and fullnefs, every thing that has gone before. Geo¬ 
graphy is a fcience which, from the various changes which take place every hour, mu ft 
of courfe have many defeats ; but I doubt whether it be poffible to do more than has 
been done by Bufching. Not only his immenfe induftry, which is abfolutely neceflary 
in a work of this kind, but his wonderful acutenefs in the choice ot his help-mates, is 
mod admirable. His liiftorical and geographical magazine contains the mod ample ma¬ 
terials for modern hi dory, particularly that of Ruffia. He himfelf is an inexhauftible 
fund of anecdotes of the European courts; nor is there a Angle one amongft them all, 
with whofe circuinfiances he is not as well acquainted, as if he kept a fervant fed in. 
each of them. As he poflefTes a great variety of living languages, none of the geogra¬ 
phical, political, or hiftorical prod u ft ions of the age efcape him; the whole world lays 
ever before him, juft as a part of Switzerland does before General Pfificr of Lucern, 
who you know has contrived to delineate not only the natural and phyfical date of each 
country, but alfo the motions of the men in them. I talked to Bufching of finilhing his 
valuable geography, but he alledged his numerous occupations, which prevent his un¬ 
dertaking the talk he affeCted to be delighted with. I could difeover, however, amidft 
all this, that he is deterred by the difficulties of it; and indeed Afia, Africa, and Ame¬ 
rica, are not fo eafy to be deferibed as Europe was. I find, however, that he has done 
a great deal towards thefe. 

Teller and Spalding are the mod unpriedlike prieffs that I know. No foul upon 
God’s earth is in danger of being damned by them for his fpeculative opinions. Their 
religion is theoretical and practical philofophy. Both of them are wonderful preachers, 
elegant writers, and deans of churches. Contrary to the generality of protedant 
teachers, they have comfortable incomes, to which it is probable that they owe much 
of the foftnefs and gentlenefs of their manners ; as it is often hunger that makes di¬ 
vines ill-mannered, rough, and untraCtable. 

Ramler is one of the mod amiable poets in all Germany ; and none has carried the 
polifh of his verfe fo high as he. He has fomewhat of the ffiarp and fhort points of 
Horace, as well as of his nervous and crowded periods. His language is claffical.. He 
is profefior at the cadet fchools, but not in very good circumdances. 

Mr. Nicolai is a prodigy as an original writer, but poffibly dill greater as a compiler. 
His Sebaldm Nothanker is one of the bed German novels; it is quite original, and 
abounds in ftriking characters and interefting filiations. As he is a bookfeller, no 
body can find fault with him for regulating his authorfliip according to the pounds and 
findings it brings in. There is no German writer, except only Wieland, (who, 
no twit h (landing his notorious Jew practices in this branch, has dared to blame him for 
it,) who knows how to drefs his commodities fo well according to the public tade, and 
to fend them out at a proper time. His own intered, however, often coincides with 
that of the public, and they run together. Germany is obliged to him for a Literary 
Journal; which, in point of folidity and real merit, has not its equal in Europe. As 
he is only the compiler, there is no being angry with him if a partial review of a book 
now and then flips in; but there are very few of thefe; whereas all the Reviews of other 
nations are, generally fpeaking, plots upon the credulity and ignorance of mankind. 
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His converfation is Angularly interefting, as he is poflefled of a fund of anecdotes of 
German writers, which, if they were to be publiflied, would furpafs every chronicle 
that has hitherto been called fcandalous *. He knows all their clubs, and the fccrets of 
their private houfes. 

Madam Karfchin is an amiable poetefs. Her tales breathe innocence, foft fenfibiltiy, 
and peace of mind. She is likewife very good company, and the more admirable for 
having made herfelf what flie is. 

You meet with many women in this place who are well acquainted with the polite 
arts, and belles lettres. Madame Rechlan, among many others I could mention, is an 
excellent German poetefs. I was in feveral focieties where all the young women took 
a part in literary converfations. 

There is no country in which you meet with minifters fa enlightened as you do here. 
All the minifters and effective counfellors are chofen men, amongft whom there is hard¬ 
ly one but would be a wonderful writer in his own line. The prefent Attorney General 
has done more in clearing up the fubjeft of criminal legiflation, in a fliort pamphlet on 
the fubjeft, than all the folios and quartos in the Beccaria tafte put together. The 
minifter Hertfberg, to whom the King’s Eflay on German Literature is addrefled, and 
who takes the part of his countrymen with great warmth, has been diftinguilhed by the 
writing of many, and the publication of ftill more excellent ftate-papers. He is an 
excellent minifter, and muft be known to you by his conduft of the difpute on the 
Bavarian inheritance, and the peace of lefchen. The Chief Juftice^Zedlitx has pub- 
lifhed fome very exellent remarks on education j and many of the King s councilors 
are good writers. If, according to the old proverb, a man is known by his fervants, 
every one muft think highly of the King of Pruflia. 

What principally diflinguiflies the literati of the northern parts of Germany, is their 
acquaintance with the literature of the more cultivated European nations. I did not 
meet, either here or in Saxony, with a Angle charafter of eminence, who was not well 
acquainted with the beft French, Englifli, and Italian writers. They are true cof- 
mopolites in literature, and totally void of prejudice, either in favour of the produc¬ 
tions of their own country, or againft thofe of a foreign growth. 1 have no where 
met with fuch univerfal and impartial knowledge of the world as there is here. 
This is an advantage which neither the Englifli, i rench, or Italians, can difpute with 
them. 


LETTER LIV. 

Berlin. 

OF all the amufements of this town, that which delights me moll at this feafon, is 
the walk in the park on the fouth fide of the Sprey. I have never feen a finer public 
walk The varied beauties of the woods, alleys, groves, and wildernefs, beggar all 
imagination. It is above three miles round, and has water fufficient to give it more 
life than there is in the walks of much larger cities. A part of it commands the Sprey. 
It is a pity that they have not carried it over the parade and the royal wood market as 
far as the river, from both banks of which you have very beautiful profpeas. 

In this park on a Sunday you fee Berlin in all its glory. It is to the people of this 
place what the Thuilleries are to Paris, only the mixture of the company is much 
more ftriking, as you find all the populace and all the fine world here. L ou ride or 

* Mr. Nicolai, greatly to his honour, has declared that they never (hall. 
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walk through without any molcflarion. In fome parts of the park you likewire lea 
rows of ladies magnificently dreffed, fitting together, as in the Thui 11 cries, and have 
the fame freedom of flaring them full in the face, and comparing them to one 
another. You alfb meet with inoft of the literati of the place at ftated times. There 
are ref re fh in cuts of every kind provided, nor is there, as at Vienna, a police to pre¬ 
vent any amufement ladies and gentlemen may choofe to fall into. 

I had no oportunity of feeing the Royal Opera, which is looked upon as one of the 
bell in Europe, but is feldmn open except in winter; nor is there any theatre here ex¬ 
cept a very indifferent German one, which is not to be compared with thole of Vienna 
and Munich. The manager, Mr. Dobbelin, has fome very lingular opinions. He 
places the ftrength of his company in the number of his actors, and Teems to diflribiUe 
the parts among ft them by lot. I have often obferved that he who plays the fervant is 
much better qualified te play the mailer, who again, was nature attended to, would 
play the fervant. Among fifty aftors there are hardly four that would be reckoned 
tolerable at Vienna. The wardrobe is of a piece with the reft. I law two pieces in 
which modem manners were reprefentcd, played in Spaniffi dreffes no longer wore. 
Amidft dreffes of the fifteen centuries, you often behold a modem one, efpecially 
atnongft the women. The women feldom change their head drefs, though the feene 
fhould happen to be in India ; and yet Mr. Dobbelin makes a great outcry about his 
wardrobe, and the propriety of the eojlume. This theatre is fo final!, that many of rhe 
‘ fpeftators are obliged to take care left the clouds of heaven over them fhould be entan¬ 
gled in their hair. I faw trees which were hardly big enough for walking flicks. Some 
of this great king's troops are carrion, whom hunger has robbed of all their fkdh ; and 
many are hardly able to move their legs and arms, for which want of a&ion, the a£treflss 
are accountable, as you may eafily difeover by the found of their voices. Mr. Dob- 
helm’s wages, which are from fix to eight guilders a week, are indeed not calculated to 
give his people a great deal of ftrength. Their forte confequently confifts in fainting 
away, in which art two or three of his women furpafs every thing that I have ever feen 
of the kind. In this they are only excelled by themfelves when they die. Dying is the 
principal bufmefs of every German after, and when he knows how to give life to his 
death, like fome great actors I have feen, whofe convulfions began in the feet and ran 
through the whole body, he is fure of the applaufe of a German pit. The tragedy tafte 
which obtains throughout Germany, from the Mediterranean to the Eaftern lea, would 
lead a foreigner to imagine that the country was made up of ravilhers, houfe.breakers, 
&c. efpecially as the fame cannibal gufto is difcoverable throughout moll of their modern 
romances. 

1 hough the inhabitants of Berlin, including the garrifon, amount to one hundred 
and forty-two thoufand men, yet it is not able to keep up a good company of players. 
It is entirely owing to want of encouragement that Mr. Dobbelin fuffers half his com¬ 
pany to ftarve, and plays in a building, which in any other city would be looked upon as 
a barn. In this refpeft the city is unique. You will imagine that the officers alone, 
who are conftamly from eight to nine hundred in number, would be fufficient to keep’ 
up a good theatre; but it is not fo. In truth this is one of the molt eminent marks of 
the poverty and parfimony of the people of this place. 

A man would not wonder to find the public of all the great cities of the Pruffian mo¬ 
narchy difafiefted to plays. The great induftry which they are remarkable for mu ft 
have this effeft; but the capital is the rendezvous of all the" idlers of the country and 
though the number of them does not amount to that of any other capital, it fhould one 
would think, be fufficient not to let a couple of dozen of players ftarve. Thefe parti- 
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cularities are to be folved by confidering that the idle, fuppofmg them to have their in¬ 
comes neat and free from incumbrance, are ftill very poor people. This is the natural 
confequence of the wire fyftem of finance eltablilhed by the King. The induftrious part 
of the public does not feel the dearnefs of the neceffaries ^ life, which is the confequence 
of the excife and monopoly, becaufe the wages of work are raifed in proportion to them. 
But thole who live on their rents feel their whole weight. If therefore they choofe to 
live confidently, and in foine degree anfwerably to their eflates, the expence of the the¬ 
atre becomes too weighty an item for their purfes. In a word, the labouring part of 
the public do not go to the play here, becaufe labour makes them fparing; and the idle 
do not go becaufe they are too poor. 

1 know no Itronger mark of diftinflion betwixt the Pruffian and Auftrian character 
than what relates to the theatre. The Pruffian monarchy contains feveral other fine 
cities. In Konigfberg there are upwards of fixty thoufand fouls ; in Breflaw, forty rhou- 
fand j Stettin, Magdeburg and Potfdamcontain thirty thoufand inhabitants and above; 
FrancfortontheOder, Wefel, Embden, and other cities, have from eighteen to twenty- 
five thoufand inhabitants. A great many have from ten to fifteen thoufand fouls. In all 
thefe, two companies of players can hardly get enough to keep out hunger. On the 
other hand, throughout Auftria you meet with a theatre in every frnall town. I found 
one at Lintz, at Neuftadt, at St. Polnair, and even at Chreps. The larger cities, as 
Prague, Prelburg, Gratz, Brun; &c, have all Handing theatres. This differenceis’not 
owing to the difference of fortunes, for Vienna excepted, which is fattened not only with 
the inarrow of the whole monarchy, but with part of that'of Germany ; there is much 
more money in the Pruffian, than there is in the Auftrian dominions, though no Angle 
houfe in the former has an income of fifty, one t hundred, or even two hundred thou¬ 
fand guilders. There is an appearance of care amidft the middle clafles of the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Pruffian towns, of which you can have no idea in the Auftrian monarchy, 
the Netherlands and Lombardy only excepted. The only difference confifts in the 
greater induftry of the Piuffians, and the frugality which is infeparable from it. The 
Auftrian cities are full of idlers and fpendtnrifts, who are, on the contrary, the fcarceft 
commodities in the Pruffian ftates. Befides this, the knowledge and manners to be 
found amidft the inhabitants of the greater part of the Pruffian provinces, put them in 
pofleflion of better pleafures than are to be met with in the theatre, the dancing booth, 
the cellar, &c. In the fmalleft Pruffian villages you meet with more happinefs, than in 
many large ftates in Auftria; and there is much more good done by private perfons in 
the former, than in any of the latter. 

You have long been defirous I fhould fay fomething to you of the heir of the Pruffian 
monarchy. The common accounts of him are as contradictory as they are ridiculous. 
There is a German journalift who has been fhamelefs enough to declare that the King 
has purpofely negleCted the Prince’s education, in order that^he lliades of his future go¬ 
vernment may make his own adminiftration more glorious.. It is impoffible to revile ei¬ 
ther the King or Prince with lefs femblance of truth. The Prince of Pruffia is not only 
particularly well educated, but the King feeks every opportunity in his power to attach 
him to his fyftem of government. The warmth of his temperament betrayed him into 
fome amorous excefles in his youth ; but he is now much more ftaid and fober. Ac¬ 
cording to the teftimony of the King himfelf, who praifes no man upon flight grounds, 
he is a great general; and all the people here, who know him at all, affu-re me that he 
is likewise a great ftatefinan. He loves the arts and fciences, and what ought to recom¬ 
mend him to the notice of the German reviewers, thinks much more favourably ot Ger¬ 
man literature than his great uncle. He has been reproached with being referved, and 
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not knowing any thing of friendffiip. This was a confequence of his former exceffes, 
which naturally rendered him diffident whom he trailed or admitted to be witnefs of his 
irregularities ; but it is alio a proof that the King had always a watchful eye over his 
education. AH this, however^, is much changed within the courfe of a few years, and 
his character has opened itfelf fo much to his advantage, as to render him worthy of 
ranking among ft the greateft princes, who, by a kind of miracle, of which hiftory affords 
no other example, have within a century raifed the Prufiian kingdom from alinoft no¬ 
thing to be one of the mo ft terrible ftates in Europe. 

The only thing which makes the Pruffian patriots at all apprehenfive of a change, is 
a little love for magnificence, and rather too unlimited a generofity. It is true that 
thefe are molt formidable failings in a monarchy, which, like the Pruffian, is built only 
upon fimplicity and frugality, and has no other ftrength but that which arifes from the 
exa&eft ceconomy. But the King, who is better acquainted with this than any body 
elfe, and has ever been a more careful father, both of the Prince and country, thanjour- 
nalifts think, has frequently made him feel, by experience, the bad conferences of the 
want of proper frugality j and though the Prince ffiould not, during his uncle’s life¬ 
time adopt his fyftem of ceconomy, he will not fit half a year upon the throne after his 
death without being convinced that he muft adopt it. _ The Pruffian ftate is a piece of 
clock-work, which ftands ftill as foon as one wheel is impaired; and the Prince has 
wifdom, alacrity, and honour fufficient to give ear to thepreffing voice of neceffity, and 
not to let the country fink through his indolence. 

The incomes of the Pruffian princes and princeffes are by no means fo fcantyas peo¬ 
ple are generally taught to believe. Every prince has 50,000 rubles per annum fettled 
on him as foon as he comes of age, and the King’s brother, as well as the hereditary 
prince, have befides, incomes arifmg from eftates and places. Prince Henry has nearly 
400,000, and the hereditary prince at leaft 350,000 livres annually to depend upon. 
Neither of them are able to make the year meet on their incomes. But in cafes of ne¬ 
ceffity the King is as free of bis affiftance, as of his brotherly and paternal advice. He 
has a fpecial art in mixing advice and admonition with the money he at any time be¬ 
llows. At the fame time there is not a better pay-mafter in the world, nor is there an 
inftance of his having cheated any individual of a penny in his accounts with them. 

I cannot conclude this fubjeS without giving you forae more anecdotes of this in ge¬ 
neral fo much miftaken monarch. I fliall not repeat any of the ftories which are pub¬ 
licly known of him, and do him as much honour as a private man, as his exploits do as 
a monarch. What I have to communicate to you relates to his treatment of perfons 
with whom he had reafon to be diffatisfied, which will fhew you at once both how little of 
thedefpot he really has in him, and how well he underftands the art of infinuating him- 
felf into the cabinets of the feveral European princes, and making himfelf maffer of their 
moft important fecrets. 

I ain acquainted with two perfons who have long been employed by the King in mat¬ 
ters of the greateft importance. They are both of them adventurers of the firft clafs. 
The one pofleffes fome talents, which however are more Aiming than fubftantial, as his 
knowledge is too much confined to his own affairs, and he does not know the connec¬ 
tion of them with political circumftances. The other had not hands fufficiently clean, 
but his corruption has arifen more from diffipation, than nature or culpable habit. Both 
having been detected in impofing upon the King, there came to theml'ecret advice from 
a third hand, and they difappeared from Berlin at different times. The affair at that 
time made no further noife. It happened that both had it afterwards in their power to 
fervethe King, the one at theEaftern Sea, and the other at the Lower Rhine. All thofe 
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who have at any time been in clofe conneftion with the King, even when they quarrel 
with him prefers an affeaion for his fervice in their breufts, which flievvs more than 
any thing elfe, that the King is not the tyrant he is reprefented to be. 

Tb^ abundant love for his fervice, which was more a confequence of true regard and 
friendship than of felf-intereft, induced the fugitives to write the King word that there 
were things on the fpots where they were, m which they could be of fervice to hm.. 
This happened at different times, and the circumffances had nothing to do with each 
other The King accepted their offers, rewarded them according to their fervices, and 
though he fent them many letters, feme of which I have feen let fall never a word of 
their former mifdeeds. So far from it, there were marks in Several of the letters, that 
he wiflied to banifh the remembrance of them from his memory as faff as pofiible. A 
ftill more extraordinary thing is, that one of the men has been returned this three years, 
and has often had occafion to converfe with the lung, without having heard a ij liable 
from him that could lead, even In the mod round-about way, to the old ftory. 

Some anecdotes which 1 have been told here, and donot lecollea to have fee 1 
print fliew that this treatment of the two adventurers did not anfe fronvany regard to 
felf-intereft, but was the refult of the opinions which the king entertains of human na¬ 
ture. The prefent minifter --was a major m the lail Silefian war As he had 

confeffedly great military talents, the King made him adjutant to Genera Hiller, wno 
was as brave as his own fword, but was no deep thinker This was done in confe- 
nuence of the ufual cuftom ; lor when a dangerous expedition is in hand, I redenck 
always employs perfons with iron bodies, who are uled to run wit iout feaimg 
again ft any wall he fends them; but then he always places an adjutant behind 
them, to give them the direftion. The major did Ins duty, and the lung was well 
pleafed wifh him, and expreffed himfelf fo. The next thing you would imagine would 
have been preferment; but this did not follow; tor the gentleman had too much fait 
in his comnofition, and had happened to make feme obfervauons rather loo warm on 
the Kind’s operations. Thefe came to his ears, and made fuch an impreflion on him, 
that he found an opportunity of letting the gentleman know that his aftions were more 
pleafing than his criticifins. The major now thought that all hopes of his piomotion 
We at an end for ever, he therefore retired to a provincial town and gave himfelf up 
to philofophical purfuits, like a man who had nothing more to hope from the court. 
After a certain time had elapfed, the King bethought himfelf of enquiring for him He 
was told that he was ftudying politics and finance for his amufement. Oil this the King 
let him wait a little while longer, and then promoted him to a confptcuous poft m the 
province, where having had occafion to diftmgmfh himfelf he was finally called to the 
miniffry, nor has there ever been the lead hint given of what had palled between him 

311 0 uinms^cilius had once been treated very roughly in confequence of one of his pub¬ 
lications, bya gentleman who was di (pleafed, and took the liberty of writing with great 
freedom againlf him. A little while after, having occafion to publifh again, he alked the 
King’s permiffion to do it. “ I have nothing to fay to thefe matters, replies the mo- 

march, “ you muff afk Mr.-, your reviewer s leave. I his nettled Qumtus lei- 

lius, whofe weak fide was the pride of authorfhip ; and he foewed his refentment by ab- 
fonting himfelf for a few nights from the King’s fuppers. When the King miagmed Ins 
author’s pride was a little cooled, he fent him word that he had heard with plealure t.iat 
he was well again, and hoped to fee him at the ufual feafon Quintus accordingly at¬ 
tended, and not a look or queftion paffed which could put hmi in the lead di ft re is. On 
the contrary, the King converted with him with a familiarity and good-humoured plea- 
fantry that would have done honour to a private man, and could come only from^one 
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who was a man of the world, and loved mankind as well as he uiiderftood them. There 
are many other traits of the fame kind, which fiiew how different the King of Pruffia is 
in every thing from a Sultan. 

Whilft the Pruflian admmigration is thus generally mifunderftood; whilft: the very 
courts who endeavour the mofl exactly to imitate the operations of Frederick, cannot 
enter at all into the fpirit of bis ad mi nitration, and commonly either take that for an 
end which is only a means; or for want of thought make thofe parts of their govern¬ 
ment myfterious, which he renders the molt open to every man’s ini'periion who choofes 
to look upon them ; whilft, in foie, inoft of the other powers of Europe have not fenfe 
enough to think of learning his fyltem of government; be is perfectly acquainted with 
the conftimtion, adminiftration, and the external circumltances of every povyer in Eu¬ 
rope, the J'raalleft and molt apparently infignificant not excepted. He knows France 
better than our whole miniftry put together. I have been affured from good authority, 
that for many years paft four perfons have travelled at his expence throughout our fever?.! 
•provinces, in order to give him accurate information of the population, the agriculture 
the exports, and particularly the mamifafirures of the country. J know for a certainty 
that by this means he knows the Auflrian provinces better than they are known at Vi¬ 
enna itfelf. The anecdote mentioned in the Difceurs frclimhmire, of the book entitled 
Grande TaEiiqueet Mamsuvrcs des Over res fuivant ks prinapes de Sa Majejte Prujfom- 
of the Pruflian ambaflador at Paris, Lord Marfhall, having in vain endeavoured to open 
the eyes of our minifter for foreign affairs with regard to the affairs of Ruflia, is founded 
(tin a fa ft. Nor is this the only opportunity our miniflers have loft by their prefiifop 
tion of being taught by the King what might have been advantageous to the country 
they pretended to govern. It cannot indeed be denied that the emiiTaries which he em¬ 
ploys to come at the fecrets of foreign courts, often make ufe of ways and means bv which 
honour comes fhort home. When, for inftance, the partition of Poland was in agita¬ 
tion, the papers of a private fecretary of a certain cabinet were procured in a manner 
which much hurt the bonds of private friendlhip ; not only fo, but there was an auda¬ 
city ufed which far furpafl'es all idea. Without attempting to apologize for fitch things 
I can only fay, that as they are artifices which all the courts of Europea How them f elves’ 
none is fo fuccefsful in them as the King of Pruffia, as there is no monarch who has 
foch trufty and acute iefvants as he has. The activity, fidelity, and fecrecy with which 
ail his matters are managed, are the caufes why the .Pruflian ambaffadors in all courts 
make foch fhort proceffes, and commonly arrive at their conchifions when other minil- 
ters fiift begin to icafon, to conjecture, and to combine. That cabinet which thinks to 
carry on any important thing in which the King of Pruffia is concerned, without his 
coming at the knowledge of it, is much miftaken. In the prelent tranfaclions of the 
courts of Peterfburgh and Vienna with regard to the Porte the King of Pruflia has 
fprung fome mines which have opened him the doors of the two cabinets. He told the 
Jefiuts of their fall two years before it happened ; but they believed not in him and 
imagined themfclves to be much greater prophets. 

U p3n the whole, the ftrength of the King of Pruffia confifts partly in the knowledge 
of his own ftrength, and partly in that he has of the ftrength of his rivals. There is a 
double advantage in this, arifing from the underftandings of the latter being as unft-adv 
*nd variable as tho fe of the King and his ininifters are plain and precife. Want of „ti 
-derHanding is the mother of pride, which leads us to the greateft political errors and 
makes us defpife our enemies, to our great lofs. This blindnefs it was which "as the 
Kmg well obferved, earned Auftria into Silefia, and Great Britain into America Ifo 
iimfelf is fore never to fall into foch a fnare,.as his felf-love never blinds him ' As a 
proof of this, obferve the remarkable difference there is between Auftrian and Pruffian 
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ftate-papers. In the former the writers always endeavour by all means, and often In the 
midft of vifible marks that they themfelves know better things, to trumpet forth the 
power of Aultria, and leflen that of Pruflia. The latter, on the contrary, even when 
they are at war with Auftria, fpeak in the liigheit terms of its greatnefs ; nor is there 
an inftance of a Pruffian’s having given himlelf the trouble in a public writing, to make 
the greatnefs of his country more than it is. They ufe plain fads and arguments, with¬ 
out the leaft exaggeration. A very ltrong diftindive chara&er this of the two coun¬ 
tries. In the midft of the Bavarian war, whilft Auflrian writers ufed to fet forth that the 
King of Pruflia was obliged to enter into fotne war to pay his army, whom he could 
otherwife neither clothe nor feed; the Pruflian minifters only obferved in their ftate- 
papers, how inconceivable it was that fo high and mighty a power as the Houfe of Auf- 
tria, a power fo juftly formidable to all the neighbours round, fhould feek to makeitfelf 
ftill greater by the depreflion of an old monarch, from whom it had fo little danger to 
apprehend. In a word, the Pruflian kingdom is governed by rule, and the great eft part 
of the reft of the world by opinion. 


LETTER LV. 

Hamburgh, 

THE body, my deareft brother, feels itfelf as much worfe in all the parts of North 
Germany, than it is in the fouthem ones, as the mind feels itfelf better. On this fide 
the Erts-mountain, the inns, roads, poll-waggons, and all that relates to travelling, are 
the very belt poflible j on the other the inns are not a jot better than the Spanifh ones. 
The roads are like the Hungarian, and inftead of poft-chaifes, they have a kind of large 
farmer’s waggon, without cover or window, in which the paffengers lay along the flraw 
like fwine, and are expofed to all the inclemencies of the weather. On the other hand,, 
here you meet with the befl: company every where; there is hardly a village fo final! 
but what has inanufailures, collections of the arts, and libraries ; befides which, every 
parifh-prieJt in the country has more knowledge of mankind, than many a courtier in 
the fouth of Germany. 

Nature has likewife made a great difference with refpeft to the phyfical appearance 
of the two parts of Germany. Saxony, which is the bell northern province for natural 
fruitfulnefs of country, ftill bears no companion with Bohemia, Auftria, Bavaria, and 
Suabia, and the hills of Brandenburg, Pomerania, and Mecklenburg, are not nearly of 
the fame value as thofe of the fame fizein the fouth. 

The dutchv of Mecklenburg is as large as the dutchy of Wirtemberg. The latter 
has five hundred and fixty thoufand inhabitants, and its prince enjoys a revenue of two 
millions of rix dollars; the former hardly two hundred and twenty thoufand men, and 
a revenue of not more than four hundred thoufand rix dollars, of which the Schwerin 
line enjoys three, and that of Strelitz one part. Notwithftanding this much larger po¬ 
pulation, the duchy of Wirtemberg could nourilh all the inhabitants of Mecklenburg 
with its fuperfluity. On a calculation, we fhould find that the dutchy of Wirtemberg 
has live or fix times the natural riches of that of Mecklenburg, notwithftanding the 
more advantageous fituation of the latter on the fea. 

With regard to pifturefque appearance of country, there is much more beauty and 
variety in the dutchy of Mecklenburg than in the mark of Brandenburg; though you 
meet with no hills properly fo called in either, for the .things which they dignify with 
the name of hills, throughout this whole country, are no other than mole-hiils when 
compared to true hills. There are however in Mecklenburg, feveral very pretty land- 
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fcapes, where foft hills beautified with great varieties of woods; meadows covered with 
corn, and little cottages furrounding final! lakes, make a very fine picture. 

The Mecklenburg farmers are a very ftrong and healthy race of men. Their curling 
white hair reminds the traveller of the old Germans, who heretofore contributed to the 
Roman luxury that aurca aefaries which, on the head of a thin boned, fallow-faced, and 
coughing young fenator, mull have been the great eft fa tire on the corruption of Rome, 
in the eyes of thinking men, Ahnoft all the farmers in Mecklenburg are Oaves ; but 
their fates are not fo hard as they feem, as the nobility are humane, enlightened, and 
good-natured. They, as well as the burgeffes of certain cities, enjoy a freedom here 
which lias long been loft in the Upper Germany* The Duke of Mecklenburg and the 
Electors of Saxony, are the moll limited princes of the empire ; nor have any decrees 
of the imperial court, which they have brought forward in their feveral contentions with 
their ftates, yet been able to humble their nobility, whofe jealoufy of the power of their" 
governors fometimes amounts to an almoft ridiculous excefs. 

The dukes obtained at the treaty of Tefchen, in return for having given up their 
claims on the marquifate of Leuchtenberg, the famous Jus de non appellando , in confe- 
quence of which no law-fuits can be carried out of their own courts to the tribunal of 
the empire. They thought by this to have gained a prodigious advantage over their 
ftates; but thefe protefled againft this privilege, as being inimical to their liberties, and 
the affair is not yet determined, Probably the dukes will maintain themfelves in the 
poffefiion of a privilege poffeffed by few except the electors, and by this means obtain 
real dominion in their countries* 

When I tell you men of the great world, that there is very good company to be met 
with on the banks of the Lokenifs, the St or, the Rekenifs, the Warne, and feveral other 
rivers, which though you have never heard them mentioned in your lives, are not only 
as true rivers as the Somme, the Scheld, the Sambre, but in many parts of them navi¬ 
gable rivers too; you will think that my tafle mufl needs have fuffered great corrup¬ 
tion from the grofs air of Germany. 1 can allure you, however, that if by a broke of 
a magic wand you could be taken out of your perfumed beds, and without breathing a 
drachm of German air, be tranfported into a circle of Mecklenburg nobleffe, you would 
find the fociety very agreeable. It is true you meet there no academicians, no abbes, 
no virtuofi, no journalifis, no players, nor any of the characters which contribute fo 
much to enliven your fociety. But on the other hand, natural found underftandings 
and good hearts give the converfation a flronger and more fubftantial rclifli than all 
your anecdotes and hijtorieites de cour , your comedies, brochures , and all the other arti¬ 
ficial ragouts-—with which you mix fo much affafoerida. 

I have feen no nobleffe happier, or more hofpitable than that of Mecklenburg, 
efpecially that in and about Guftrow, Nor are they fo unacquainted with the refine¬ 
ments of life, and the great world, as you may imagine. The tables are wonderfully 
lyell covered, and you may vifit many perfons who are very well acquainted with the 
life of courts* Literature is found among all ranks who are above the populace. The 
women know nothing of what is commonly called ion . They have none of that boldnefs 
and imperioufnefs, nor yet any thing of the defire of conqueft of our country-women ; 
they are gentle, and attentive to their children, ftill and bafhful; but all that they fay Is 
fo naif and hearty, that the wit of our moft famous country-women appears loathfome 
and flat to me when compared to it, I was not at all furprifed to find the prefent war 
much the fubjeft of converfaucm throughout the whole of my tour. The nation take a 
natural concern in it, both on account of the troops they let out, and from their having 
been for feveral centuries very warlike themfelves* No wonder that under fuch cir- 
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cum fiances more than a hundred news papers fliould not be fufficient to fatisfy their hun¬ 
ger after news. But what I cannot fo readily explain is, the amazing partiality of the 
Germans for the Engliffi. You hardly meet with one German out of a hundred who is 
on our fide- The Mecklenburg hers efpecially have a fondnef* and veneration for our 
enemies which approaches to fu peril ition. I was in many places where they gave little 
fetes whenever the god with two trumpets, the one before and the other behind, fpread 
reports favourable to the Englifli. It is true indeed that there is fomething great in the 
heroic deeds and character of the Englifli, which naturally leads the opinion of mankind 
towards them. But it is not only in what relates to war that the Germans are hoflile to 
us. They look upon our government as the excefs of defpotifm, and confider us as a 
tricking and treacherous people. You know that this is the direft oppofite of the cha¬ 
racter we give ourfelves, and indeed of that which is given us by fome other nations 
whom we have made our friends by our franknefs and honefty ; but it is the projectors 
and adventurers, who being caff out by France, have attempted to make their fortunes 
in Germany, that have railed this prejudice againft us; for which reafon I could not 
forgive the Germans their judging fo unfavourably of us from fuch fpecimens, if I did 
not know that we are equally unjuft towards them, and are apt to confider the baron, 
who often makes a ridiculous figure in Paris, with his embroidered coat, and embroi¬ 
dered veil, as a model of the German nobility. Upon the whole, different nations muft 
forgive each other their prejudices, and it is eafy to forgive them when, as it is in Ger¬ 
many and France, they do no hurt to individuals, however they may affeft national 
pride. In England, Holland, and fome other countries, they are often attended with 
fatal confequences to individuals, and are therefore not to be forgiven. 

The firtl appearance of the free imperial city of Hamburg is very difgufting and ugly. 
Mott of the ftreets are narrow, clofe, and black, and the populace in them is fierce, 
wild, and, generally fpeaking, not very clean. As foon however, as a man has made his 
way into the principal houfes, he begins to conceive a more favourable opinion of the 
town. In the houfes of the rich merchants you fee tafte, cleanMefs, magnificence, and 
at times even profufion. The Hamburgh ers are the firffc proteftants I have feen, who 
have continued good catholics in the material points of eating and drinking. Their 
tables are even better than thofe of che people of Vienna, Gratz, Prague, and Munich , 
whom heretofore I have described to you as fuch commendable proficients in the art of 
the Apkii ; nor is there a place in the world where they have fo many refinements on 
the fonfual pleafures as is in this. Though in few parts of Germany gardening is in 
as fiourifhing a ftate as it is here, yet they are not contented with the wonderful vegeta¬ 
bles which their own country affords, but import many fpecies of them from England, 
Holland, and various parts of Germany. This is owing to fafhion, which has affixed a 
preference to the vegetables which come from thefe countries. They get together from 
Eaft, Weft, North, and South, what every country produces peculiar to itfelf and coffly 
for the table* But it would far exceed your belief was I to lay before you an exafl: 
picture of the way of living here. You may however form to yourfelf fome idea of it, 
when I tell you that it is the cuffomin great houfes, to give a particular wine with every 
difh. According to the eftablifhed courfes of good houfekeeping, Burgundy, Gham- 
paigne, Malaga, Port and Mofelle, have each their different difh to which they belong; 
fo tlyat when the meat is ferved up for which nature, according to the opinion of the 
Ilamburghers, has deftined each particular wine, there is always frefti glaffes fet on. 
With young green beans, which is a diffi of fome ducats, and new herrings, a difti which 
coffs a guilder, the Hamburghers commonly drink nothing but Malaga wine; and Bur¬ 
gundy is the Handing vehieulum of green peafe. Oyfters muft of all necelfity fwim in 
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Champaigns ; and the cofliy fait meats admit of no other convoy than Port and Ma> 
deira. You mull not think that this takes place only on feftivals; by no means; it is 
the daily food of the rich ; and their way of living is adapted in every thing to this. 

I am loon to make fonie vifits in the country houfes near town, which are out of all 
number. Equipages, furniture, play tables, every thing, in a word, is anfwerable to the 
expence of the table. Few aflemblies of Parifian people of fafhion, are more brilliant 
than the parties who meet in villas here, and they hardly play as high. J. hofe who can 
afford to fpend no more than twenty or thirty thoufand livres a year, rank among the 
middling clafs, and though they are all obliged to fupport themfelves by their own in- 
duflry, and that there is fcarce any nobility with a ftated revenue to be met with, there 
are many families who fpend from forty to fifty or fixty thoufand livres a year in their 
houfekeeping. 

Notwith(landing all this love of good eating, the mind is not opprcffed and borne 
down by the body here as it is in the fouthern parts of Germany. The Ham burghers 
of the higher clafs are flill more jovial, more happy, more convertible, and more witty, 
than the Saxons. You meet here with many literati of the firft clafs. Natural hiftory 
-particularly flourilhes much, and is held in high eflimation. It was a Hamburgher who 
gave Linnaeus the fundamental ideas of his Syjlenia Nature. As moll of the young 
people are fent abroad to form trading connections in the feveral ports of London, Pe- 
terfburg, Calais, Bourdeaux, &c. in all which the Hamburghers have houfes, a ftranger 
is fure to meet with feme people who are acquainted with his native country. The 
Hamburghers upon the whole are great travellers, which renders the fociety of this 
place particularly lively and animated. 

The women of this place are handfbme, genteel, and freer in their manners than they 
generally are in proteltant countries; particularly there obtains a vivacity which a man 
is not ufed to look for in the north, and is a ftrong contrail to the aldermannicgufloof 
Holland. Doubtlefs the good eating occafions this. 

One of the great plcafures of this city arifes from the Alllevflufs. It comes from the 
north, almoft through the middle of the city, and forms a lake in it, nearly eight hun¬ 
dred paces in circumference. In a fummer evening this lake is almoft covered over 
with gondolas, which have not fuch a melancholy afpett as the Venetian ones. Thefe 
are filled with family or other parties, and have often boats in attendance upon them 
with mufic. The whole has an aftonifhing good effeCt, which is flill greater from there 
being a much-frequented public walk by the lake; the livelinefs of which correfponds 
very pleafingly with that of the people on the water. 

Near the city there are fome villages on the Elbe called the Four Lands, which are 
alfo in fummer a notable rendezvous of pleafure. The farmers who live in thefe villages 
are in very good circumflances, and take a prodigious fum of money from the town, 
for their excellent vegetables, particularly for their green peafe. Every day during the 
fummer you meet herewith parties from the city, who are as confpicuous for their gen¬ 
teel appearance, as for their excefs in eating and drinking. The farmers’ daughters are 
very pretty, and their dreis the handfomeft 1 have yet feen amongft this clafs of beings. 
They allure the young men of the city to their cots; and many quarter themfelves here 
under the pretence oi a milk diet, but in fa ft to be near their iweethearts. 

Thefe above mentioned four villages fupply the town with vegetables, butter, milk, 
hay, and many other things of the kind—alfo with moll of the women of pleafure, and 
moll of the fpinners. 

The city of Altona, which lies at no greeat diftance from this town, alfo affords this 
people many opportunities of amufing themfelves. The King of Denmark, who from 
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a jealoufy of Hamburg, endeavours by every means in his power to make this place 
fiourifbing, appears to have it in his head to hurt the brothels and inns of the city, as 
well as the trade. Through his care Alton a has, in a foort fpace of time, from a final! 
village, become a town of thirty-five thoufand inhabitants, among ft whom, however, to 
fpeak freely, there are far too many rafcals. 

The country round about Hamburg, though a fiat, is extremely pleafant; the vari¬ 
ous and fiourifbing agriculture gives it a very gay appearance; the water, however, 
contributes much to the beauty. The river conduces extremely to the advantage of 
this city, which by taking the lafl toil, has almoft an ilKmited command over it. It is a 
mile and three quarters broad at Hamburg, and forms feveral iflands, on which they 
make parties of pleafure. The afpeft of this mighty river, always well filled with 
ihips, and in feveral parts containing very rich iflands, has a great deal of majetty in 
it, ’Tis a pity that you enjoy this magnificent profpeft only from a few houfes in the 
city. 

Notwithftanding the quantity of water, and low fituation, the air of the place is ex¬ 
tremely good; this is owing to the deanfing it receives from the ftrong winds which, 
blow upon it from ail quarters. The north wind is very dangerous to the city, it 
impedes the courfe of the ftream, and occafions many inundations which frequently 
fill the lower parts of the houfes with water, and do a great deal of mifehief to the 
country around. 

i 

LETTER LVI. 

Hamburg*- 

HAMBURG is without comparifon the moft flourifliing commercial city in all Ger¬ 
many. Except London and Amiterdam, there is hardly a port in which you fee con- 
ftantly fo many Ihips as you do here. The prefent bufinefs confifls in great part of 
commiflion and carrying ; but the proper and folid trade of the inhabitants is likewife 
very confiderable. Their principal trade is driven with Spain and France; and they 
gain confiderably by the exchange with the former. Hamburg has hitherto fupplied 
Spain with moft of its linens; it alfo fupplies it with large quantities of iron, copper, 
and other articles which the north produces. The Pruflians, Danes, Swedes, and Ruf¬ 
fians give themfelves a great deal of trouble to be the carriers of their own commodities 
to Spain j but it is extremely difficult to turn trade out of an old channel, and many of 
the merchants of the north find the carrying trade of Hamburg too convenient, and in 
part, alfo too profitable to them, for the prefent proprietors to be in any great danger of 
lofing this channel of trade. The Anns advanced flay too long at Cales, and when a 
country cannot pay itfeif in the commodities of that it trades with, the trade with Spain 
is very troublefome. At prefent Hamburg is always in debt to Spain, for except in 
time of war, (when materials for fhip building, ammunition, &c. make fome difference) 
it carries more things out of the country than it furnifhes. Another reafon why that 
part of the northern exports will always go through the hands of the Hamburghers is, 
that they can pay for them quickly anti regularly; whereas the waiting for the Ihips 
from the Havannah, without the return of which the Spanifh trade cannot go on, often, 
puts thenorthern merchant to inconveniencies. 

Sugar cane is the great article which goes from Spain to Hamburg, by which the 
latter gains great fums. No nation has hitherto been able to vie with the Hamburghers 
in boiling arid refining fugars. The trade for thefe articles extends through all Ger¬ 
many, Poland, and a great part of the north. Other important articles which.Ham. 
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burg takes from Spain, and with which it drives a very conficJerable trade in the north, 
are wine* fait, fruit and the like. Befides all thefe, manulaflures of handkerchiefs, rat¬ 
teens j and ribbons, apothecaries' drugs, and the fifiiery, form a very confiderabie part of 
the trade of the country. There is no place in the world which contains finer and more 
cunning fpeculators than this does; no circumftance or moment favourable to a fingle 
article eicape them. The prefent war has brought them in affonilhing funis. 

The enlightened and patriotic governors of this place omit nothing which can con¬ 
tribute to the extenfion of trade. Some years ago the profpect of advantage to their 
fellow citizens made them attempt to open a trade for them on the coaft of Barbary ; 
the Dutch were immediately jealous of this, and made the King of Spain believe that 
the Ham burg hers fumifhed the Saracens with implements of war : the King, in confe- 
quence, made feveral orders, which have Hopped the channel to the prefent merchants, 
whom however he cannot prevent from a much more profitable commerce with his ow n 
fubjedis. 

This ftate is furrounded on all Tides by mighty rivals, of whom, however, the indultry, 
cunning, and liberty of the inhabitants ever get the better- lhe Danilh government 
omits nothing that can hurt the country; nay it often feeks to hurt it without any proi- 
pe£t of advantage to itfelf. One of the favourite proje£ts of the Danifh minifters is to 
unite the Eaft Sea to the German Ocean, by a canal joined to the Eyder. I his would 
give a death ffroke to the commerce of Lubeck and Hamburg ; but the government 
and the intelligent part of the country are as eafy about this, as they would be if his 
Danifii Majefty was to order a canal to be dug in Greenland. On the other fide, the 
King of Pruffia had, by his terrible taxes, cut off the communication of this country 
with Saxony by the Elbe, which was a fevere ftroke to both countries. W hat did the 
wife government here do ? It entered into a treaty of commerce with Hanover and 
Brunfwiek, and laid the plan of a road between Saxony and this place. Ihis foon con¬ 
vinced the King of Pruflia that his toll on the Elbe would be ruined fooner than the 
trade between Hamburg and Saxony, and forced him to lower it accordingly. Still 
however it is too high for the Saxons and Hamburghers, but muff continue for fonie 
time within tolerable bounds. 

Notwuhffanding all the impediments caft in the way of it, the trade of this country 
has been continually gaining ground during this century. No doubt, the immediate 
caufes have been the improvements in agriculture, the increafe of population, and the 
greater approaches towards luxury, made by the inhabitants of the north. Liberty 
alone would however in time have been fufficient to have removed many of the hind¬ 
rances which hoftile neighbours fought to put in the way of the trade, Yvhilft the 
neighbouring powers were increasing their excife and cuilom-houfe duties, and by fo 
doing flopping np fo many channels of commerce to their fubjefts, here they were 
opening every door both of exports and imports; and inftead of feeking to raile, were 
inventing every poflible method to diminifh the taxes. This illimited freedom of trade 
is of a piece with the fplrit of the conftitution and of the city, and was the only means 
which the wife governors of it could hit upon to raife the It ate. But if the ftate had 
not been a fingle independant city, as the luxury which fupports a free trade could not 
have been kept up but at the expence of the country, the illimited freedom would have 
been very disadvantageous to the country belonging to it- The politicians of this place 
are in the right when they maintain that illimited liberty of trade is the foundation of 
the well-being of their country ; but they are in the wrong for blaming, as they all do, 
the Pruflian fyftem of excife, as a mad fyftem, equally deftru&ive to the country and 
people. There is a great difference between a (ingle independant city and a great (late. 
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That commerce which enriches the Hamburghers, makes feveral of the Holfteiners 
and Mecklenburghers poor, by taking fo much money from them for coffee, fugar, 
wine. &c. and it would foon ruin ihe King of Prufiia’s beft provinces, juft as the flou¬ 
rishing trade of Dantzick has too much contributed to the impuverifhmg of the wide 
extended kingdom of Poland. If Hamburg had a large extent of country, it ivouli 
foon find the bad confequences of an illimited freedom of trade, efpecially, if like the 
leaders of other republics, its governors would not prefer the inhabitants of the country 
to thofe of the city. In the mean time, the bafe clamour of foreign and domeftic mer¬ 
chants, by neither of whom the King of Pruffia would fuffer his fubjetts to be plundered, 
has made him be reputed a tyrant by Mr. Wraxail, and writers of his (lamp. 

The fortunes of the inhabitants of this country are in a conftant Rate or fluctuation. 
The expenfivenefs of living is the reafon that there are very few rich houfes; you can 
hardly find any that has been fifty years in the fame ftyle of fplendour. The immenfe 
profits of this grand commercial country are fo well divided, that you cannot meet with 
above five perfons who poflefs a million; but the number of houfes which have from three 
to fix hundred thoufand guilders is extremely great. But then as foon as a merchant 
makes one hundred thoufand guilders, he mu ft have his coach and country houfe. His 
expences keep pace with his income, fo that the leaft blow brings him back to poverty; 
from which, however, the flighteft labour will extricate him again. Hamburg is truly 
Angular as a commercial city, in this refpeft, for you meet in it with perfons who have 
been bankrupts three or four times, and yet have returned to riches. The man who has 
an income of from two to three hundred thoufand florins, and makes more fhew with 
it, both in his trade and houfe-keeping, than many Amfterdamers who have many mil¬ 
lions, lofes in a moment his country houfe, his houfe in town, his palace, his warehoufe, 
his coach and gardens, and begins again as a broker; but hardly are his old eftate and 
country houfe fold off, than he has another eftate, buys another country houfe, is able 
to drive through the town with two prancing Holfteiners before him, and has his gar¬ 
den, his coach, his gambling box,—till, heigh prefto! he is a broker again. The inex¬ 
plicable facility of making ule of one’s money, renders the Hamburgher here too bold; 
fo that he does more bufinefs with fifty thoufand florins, than a Dutchman will do with 
two hundred thoufand ; but then he is more expofed to reverfe of fortune than the 
Dutchman is. However the fecurity he is under of not being obliged to beg in his old 
age, renders him quite carelefs. There are, indeed, no where fo good retreats for bank¬ 
rupts as there are here. If broken merchants do not choofe to turn brokers and try 
their luck afrelh, they have employments given them on which they may live very com¬ 
fortably. Befides thefe, there are funds for the fupport of poor burghers, words which 
mean here bankrupts. There is no place indeed where the eftablilhments for the poor 
are on fo fplendid a footing as they are here. Look where you will you fee that bank¬ 
rupts have had a. {hare in the legiflation, and that they have fought to make tbemfelves 
and their pofterity fecure again ft all events. 

The great and frequent revolutions in the commercial houfes of this place, give the 
merchant an alacrity which he has no where elfe in the world. The genius of trade 
does no where fo many wonders as it does here. The Hamburghers far outdo the 
Dutch in happy calculations, fpeculation, and fortunate hits ; and you meet with more 
true theory of trade among!! the brokers of this place, than there is to be found in many 
thick books written exprefsly on the fubje£L Only you vnuft not expert to 1 lee the fub- 
jeft treated with a view to finance, as they have no relilh for cuftoms, excife, and all 
the modem Jewilh inventions to fpunge the fubftance of the people. 
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The quicknefs and vivacity with which trade is carried cn here, employs a larger 
capital than is put into it by the Dutch, who are more expert at faving money than at 
getting it. The Hamburgher works himfeJf up again with the fame ea/e with which he 
falls; whereas the Dutchman could not make his fortune without exceflive parfimony, 
and, commonly fpeaking, is indebted only to his induftry and faving for what he gets. 
Rich inheritances are very fcarce here, in comparifon to the fum of money there is in 
the place, as this is divided amongft too many, and the ebbs and flows are too frequent. 
Tlie great capital of every inhabitant is his induftry and underftanding. 

The illimited credit of'the bank of this place, is a certain fign both of the riches of 
the ftate, and of the right notions which prevail here with refpea to every thing which 
has a relation to trade. The foundations on which this bank refts, are the fimpleft that 
can be imagined. There is neither paper nor any kind of coined money, but only a 
large quantity of filver, which is meafured out by the pound. It is, however, the. molt 
refpeCted, and I mult think the molt fecure of all the eftablifhments of the kind in the 
world. 

The government of Hamburg is wonderful. I am acquainted with no commonwealth 
that has fo nicely hit off ihe juft mean betwixt ariftocracy and democracy, and fecured 
itfdf fo well againft the inconveniences of both, as this has done. The legiflative power 
is in the hands of the aflbmbled burgeffes. Thefe are chofen from the live parifhes oi 
the city. The firft college, or firft deputation of them, confifts of the aldermen, three 
of whom arc chofen by the inhabitants of each pari fit. Every parifh alfo tends nine per¬ 
sons to the fecond, which, with the former one, make a college of fixty. Finally, each 
parifh contributes twenty-four to the third, making, when joined to the two former, a 
number of one hundred and eighty. The ordinary bufinefs is regularly brought by the 
council before this affembly ; but when there is a new law to be made, or a new tax to 
be raifed, after having paffed this court, it mult farther be laid before a general affembly 
of the burghert* The one hundred and eighty, together with fix affeffors added to 
them from each parith, muff appear before this affembly, in which every man who pof- 
fefles a houfe of his own, or an eftate that is out of debt, or a certain fum in fpecie 
above the value for which the houfe or eftate is mortgaged, may appear and give his 
vote. 

The miferable corporation fyftem, which, in other republics approaching towards de¬ 
mocracy, often leads to ridiculous, and often to very ferious and fatal excefles, has no 
influence here upon the ftate. No manufacturer can tyrannize over the people, as is 
the cafe in many other republican governments; nor does the happinefs of the whole 
depend upon the will or caprice of a company-of fkinners or barber furgeons. Due 
provifion has alfo been made that the will of the mob, which often overturns the wifeft 
ordinances, and the mod ufeful projects, in countries approaching fo nearly to the de¬ 
mocratic form as Hamburg does, fhould not eafily do mifehief here. Before a law comes 
before a general affembly of the people, it has been tried and approved by the wifer part 
of them, which renders it not difficult to gain over the reft to the good fide, as of courfe 
they will have confidence in legiflators originally nominated by themfelves. This legif¬ 
lative affembly is likewife fo numerous as to render it very difficult for a part to get the 
maftery over the whole, by the ufual democratic artifices. 

As thefe colleges are eftablifhed for a long time, and are not eafily changed, the 
members of them are well enough acquainted with the true circumftances of the com¬ 
mon wealth, to be able to lay before both their refpe&ive communities, and the burgh¬ 
ers in general affembly, an accurate and juft account of the fenfe of every law, proclama¬ 
tion, or tax. The divifion of the burgher focieties, according to parifhes, has likewife 
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this farther advantage attending it, that family connexions do not eafdy acquire a preju* 
dicial influence as they do in republics divided into corporations or private focieties. If 
you will take the trouble to compare this conftitution with that of other commonwealths, 
many other advantages will immediately ftrike you. 

The council, in whofe hands the executive power is lodged, con fills of thirty-fix per¬ 
fons, to wit, four burgomalters, four fyndics, twenty-four counfeliors, and four fee ret a- 
ries. Only the burgomalters and counfeliors have votes. It eleXs its own members by 
lot. The power being directed only towards the proper execution of the laws in being, 
is illimited, the natural confequence of which is, that both the courts of juftice and the 
police have a ftrength here which they have in few republics that are fo democratic* 
Nor is government taken in hand here as in other countries, by perfons who have no 
proper vocation to it. Three of the burgomafters, the counfeliors, and all the fyndics 
and fecretaries, muft be graduated literati, who have given proofs of their learning. One 
burgomafter and ten counfeliors mull, confidently with the nature of the common* 
wealth, be merchants. The pay of the counfeliors is fufficient to reflrain the fpirit of 
innovation- Honour, virtue and ability, are the mod likely foundations to fucceed in 
being eleXed. When a counfellor abufes his power, he is obliged to leave the city. 
The number of counfeliors is too fmall for the power of private families to be able to 
put a redrainton the adininiftration of judice and police. In a word, the legiflative 
power is as gentle and popular as it can be; and the executive is, as it mujt be, monar¬ 
chically drong. Hamburgh is in truth the model of a well-regulated commonwealth. 
A inifapplication or wade of the public treafure happens very feldom, and is ahnoft im- 
poffible, as the perfons who are charged with the adminidration of it, are no members of 
the council, but on the contrary are watched over with the greated attention by them 
and the general affembly, and are obliged to the greated punctuality. They confid of 
ten perfons feleXed from the general affembly, and are chofen out of each partfli, one by 
vote and the other by lot. Every fix years each of the three deputies lays his office 
down, and his parifli fends another in his dead. The reafon of the change is not as in. 
other republics, that all may have a diare of the cake, but to free the deputies from a 
troublefome and laborious office. 

The income of the date is very large. It is made up partly from danding fources of 
income, and partly from occafional taxes granted by the community. Some taxes are 
voluntary, and the burghers have the right to put what they think their quota into the 
purfe which is Ihut, and the deputies dare not open in their prefence. Upon the whole 
the taxes are conliderable. In order not to let the mouth of the Elbe, on which the ex- 
idence of the country depends, be choked up with fand, and for the maintenance of the 
feveral harbours in it, they have been obliged to raife fome taxes, which in appearance 
are beyond their means. The aggregate of them together makes about 3,000,000 
of marks, or 4,000,000 of livres, and is hardly fufficient for the purpofes required of 
them. 

The quick and condant revolutions in the fortunes of every citizen fecure this com¬ 
monwealth dill more than its confutation from the mifehiefs of oligarchy and family plots. 
They know nothing here of domineering or dangerous houfes, from which none of the 
republics of the prefent day are free. One fignof the good government and wonderful 
adminidration of this commonwealth is, that it is almofl the only imperial city that car¬ 
ries none of the lints between its own members before the tribunal of the empire. At 
Vienna they mentioned to me feveral free imperial towns who had rendered themfelves 
dependant on the Emperor, by carrying their private grievances before the Emperor’s 
court. In the beginning of this century Hamburgh itfelf was expofed to fome danger of 
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this kind, but in 1708 it was fuppreffed by the benevolent offices of the imperial court* 
and the zeal of feveral patriots of the place, and fince that time the tranquillity of the 
country has met with no interruption. The bands of fociety are too faff bound for 
there to be any caufe of uneafinds about future events. 

The only real caufe of apprehenfion which this city has experienced of late years, has 
arifcn from a ntiftmderftood religious zeal; but in our time religious zeal, if it light 
any fire, can only light up a fire of draw, which is very eafily put out again. In the in- 
fiance before us, the imperial minifters, (whom the burgefles have more than one caufe 
to refpeft) and the wifdom of the council united, took joint care that the fparks fliould 
be fmothered before they could break out into a flame, lhe cafe was this: Hamburg 
was bleffcd with an orthodox prieft, who let it want for nothing that could ftir up a 
flame. This, by conftant blowing, he had at Length fo well fed, that the people were for 
proceeding to aftion to prevent the catholics from ferving God in the chapel belonging 
to the Imperial minilter; but the police took care to prevent the mifchief, which has 
never fince broke out to any extent. There is indeed at the head of the prefent clergy, 
a man who would do our prefent philofophical age very little credit, were it not that 
every body knows the government only fullers him becaufc they are fecure that his in- 
quiiltorisl {pint only hurts himfelf, and cannot have the lead bad effect upon others. 
This gentleman, who is called Gofs, forae time fince gave fire in his pulpit againft the 
pope and all his adherents; but this produced no other effect than his being compelled 
to make an apology to the imperial mini iter. The cafe it feems was this : When this 
gentleman firft afcended his paper tribunal, the cuftom Hill prevailed at Hamburg of 
curfing the pope and all his adherents publicly in the prayer before fermon. The go¬ 
vernment wifely perceiving that this gave great i'candal in luch times as thefe, ordered 
the court prieft to omit this ceremony in future. The love, however, of eurfing, had 
taken fuch firm poffdfion of the man, that he not only gave in a formal proteftation 
againft this inroad of the fpiritual upon the temporal power; but the next fiinday, 
without waiting to fee what aniwer his fiiperiors would make, fired a double volley. 
tJpon this, the council took the beft way of teaching the ill-mannered brute a better be¬ 
haviour, by punifhing him with the lofs of his fat benefice. Mynheer high paftor had 
ibon philofophy enough to fee that it was better for him not to curfe than to ftarve, and 
fo the pope and his ftate had juftice done them in the ftate and high church of Ham¬ 
burgh. But though this man has been many times publicly and univerfally hiffed fince 
this event, which took place twelve or fifteen years ago, and though he has been the jeft 
of all the proteftant part of Germany, and even of his own brethren at Hamburg, yet is 
not his holy head in the leaft cooled. He raves as publicly againft the race of monks, 
as he does againft the pope. He is the declared enemy of all public amufements. The 
theatres are a particular eye-fore to him. This, as the better part of the public do no¬ 
thing but amufe themfelves with him, gave rife to a very humourous adventure. An 
Englifhman who happened to be at the play, was fa pleafed with a piece which he faw 
exhibited, that he afked the gentleman, who fat next to him, the name of the author. 
The gentleman, whofe name is Dreyer, happening to be a wit, affured the Englifhman 
that this very excellent and interefting drama was written by Mr. Gofs, firft preacher in 
Hamburg. The Englifhman, full of impatience to be acquainted with fuch an extraor¬ 
dinary good poet, went the next day to make his bow to the reverend author, who, con¬ 
trary to his expectation, received the compliment upon the fruit of his brain fo ill, that 
he fairly fhewed him the outfide of his door. Dreyer, who had fent the Briton on the 
errand, foon after met him in the ftreet, where the Englilhman, without entering into, 
the leaft explanation, gave him fuch 3 box on the ear, as very nearly brought him to the 
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ground. Notwirhftanding which, Mr. Dreyer has fince that time played’the anti-theatri¬ 
cal prieft fevera! other tricks. 

1 have talked to you thus long of this prieft, in order to convince you that the pro- 
reliant clergy are not as tolerant throughout Germany as they are in Pruffia and Sax¬ 
ony. Notvvithftanding this, the religion of the more faihionable people who inhabit the 
lower parts of the Elbe, is by no means fo auftere as that of thofe who dwell higher up. 
The miftaken zeal againft public amufements is attended with this bad confequence here,' 
that every other-kind of pernicious excels reigns uncontrolled. Thus whilft no theatre 
can fupport itfelf in a city which has ninety thoufand inhabitants, many thoufand guil¬ 
ders are every day loft at play during the hours in which it is ufual in other places to go 
to the play. 

LETTER LYII. 

Hamburg. 

SINCE my laft letter, my deareft brother, I have made an excurfioninto the territo¬ 
ries of Denmark. As foon as I came into Holftein, which is ftill a part of Germany, 
I was ftruck with the difference of living and manners, as well as the diverfity of agri¬ 
culture; but when 1 had got fome polls beyond the Eyder, which is the natural boun¬ 
dary between Germany and Denmark, I found a difference betwixt Germany and this 
country, which was as linking as any betwixt Bavaria and Saxony. When people praile 
proteftants for their good fenfe, and freedom from prejudices deftruftive of happiuefs, 
they ought to make fome limitations; as Ihould proteftants alfo when they pals indif, 
criminate cenfures on the catholics, for their ftupidity, lazinefs and debauchery. 

The Danes are at leaft a century behind moll of the proteftant ftates of Germany, and 
in no refpeets better than the Bavarians or Portuguefe. They are the moft melancholy, 
molt untraSable, and moft clownifii people I have hitherto feen. Their debauchery, 
bigotry, and’ brutality diftinguilh them fo much from the greater part of the Germans, 
that it is only neceffary to be amongft them to be convinced of the inefficacy of religion 
alone to make men better, when other favourable circiim(lances do not concur. There 
are, it is true, enlightened men amongft the priefts of this country, but in general they 
are as proud, as intolerant, and as ignorant as the Spanilh- priefts. I law fome of them who 
were likewile very like the Spanifh priefts in theirexternal appearance. They wore their 
fpeftaclcs over the nofe, held up their heads, drew back the body, fpoke through the 
nofe and throat, and ftruttedjuft like the priefts at Barcelona or Saragofla. When 
they fit down to preach, they do it as if they were in labour with the falvation of man¬ 
kind. Ivifited one of them, who paffes for a great botanift, though he knows nothing more 
than the medicinal plants of his own country. He was ftudying his fermon for the next 
Sunday. It was long a matter of doubt whether or no he would give me an audience.. 
After having converted for about half an hour upon the wind and weather, with his two 
daughters, the fillieft and moft unformed creatures I had ever feen, who, out of real or 
affected modefty, never trailed themfelves to look in my face, out came their bulky 
and yellow-coloured mother from theftudyof her lord and huiband, to affiire me that 
he was extremely bufy about his Sunday’s difeourfe, which would however only take 
him up another hour, after which I Ihould have the honour of imoking a pipe of tobacco 
with him, I was for fome minutes in doubt whether I Ihould accept of this honour or 
not. I; rather hurt my fell-love to think that I was deftined to ferve a clownifii prieft 
for the vehiculum to his fmoking, and I would have gone ayay, but that 1 recollected that 
had I been among the Hottentots, I Ihould have been obliged to pay refpeft to the cuf- 
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toms of the country. After waiting therefore forne time the penetrale was opened, and 
I beheld my hero, a (hurt fquare figure, the Trulliber of fcience, enthroned amid I t a 
labyrinth of books, and encompafied with clouds of linoke which fcarce allowed me to 
view his vifage. In four or five minutes our converfation was at an end. I tried him 
every way, but no tone I could take would bring a word out in return. At length, 
after having obferved himfelf that fmoking rather fpoiled the converfation, he took his 
fermon in hand, and read me a period or two by way of enlivening it. Of this I did not 
hear a word, as the fmoke of the tobacco puffed under my nofe, took away my refpira- 
tion, and obliged me to attend to felf-prefervation; but he was determined I fliould not 
get off thus, and fo propofed to open what he called his treafure. This was a chefl 
which contained all the fermons he had ever written, making in all eight or ten thick fo¬ 
lio volumes. When he took out the firft a cold fweat ran down my fhoulders, which 
making him apprehenfive that he might kill his patient, he allured me he would read 
only the texts of the fermons from the tables of contents. I bore it for one table with 
great refignation ; but as he was taking down the fecond folio, took my hat and Hick 
and hurried to the door. In no proteuant country which I have yet feen, Holland itfelf 
not excepted, are the priefts held in fuch profound reverence by the people as they are 
in Denmark. Pride and infolence in the minifters of a humble religion, is ever a fure 
mark of little knowledge and a bad government in the places where it is found. The 
temporal and fpirituat powers are by nature fo jealous of each other, that there mull al¬ 
ways be indolence in the governors when the priellhood comes to have g certain degree 
of authority. Every body knows what an influence the Danilh priefts had in the fate of 
Struenfee. You obferve indeed, in every part of Denmark, notwithftanding many fo¬ 
reigners are fettled there, many marks of the overgrown power of the priefts. In fe- 
veral places I found prejudices conceived againft me, on account of my being a catholic, 
by people from whom one fhould have expected better things. At Horfens, a young 
lady of one cf the belt houfes, could not be perfuaded that the catholics were chriftians. 
They look upon us in the fame light as Jews and heathens. I do not believe that the 
King of Denmark, as ablblure as his power is, in other things, could make as great ad¬ 
vances to toleration, as has been done at Vienna. 

The government of Denmark is the molt defpotic in the univerfe. This form of go¬ 
vernment has its advantages and difad vantages; the fmallnefs of the country renders it 
eafy to govern thus ; and on the other hand, this very circumftance makes the people 
feel more feverely the weaknefs and opprefiion of its governors. Denmark is in truth 
the fmalleft of all the European powers. It contains hardly one million eight hundred 
thou land inhabitants, Lapland, Greenland, and Iceland included; and the Holftein- 
ers, who live in a part of Germany, hardly make the number two millions in all The 
King of Denmark’s income does not amount to above 9,000,000 of Rhenifh florins or 
20,000,00001 byres *, even with what arifes from the paffage of the Sound, which the 
tea-faring nations willingly pay. He cannot cope with the E led or of Saxony and the 
Eledor of Bavaria is upon a footing with him. Without fubfidies, the King of Den 
mark is unable to maintain an army of forty-thoufand men, and a fleet of twenty ftins 
of the line only for a few years. The taxes are very high, and feme of them are of a 
fort which are met with in very few countries. Here a man muff pay for a licenfe to 
™ rr y* ° ur government you know formerly raifed a tax on bachelors• but the Da- 
mil and irench prmcip.es ox government are very different, 
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The emptinefs of the trcafury is the reafon why more proje&s are entered into in 
Denmark than in any other country in the world ; but molt of them are only air bub¬ 
bles, which are in general blown away by the firft wind. The private intereft of the 
projector is commonly at the bottom of them all, and the court wants not only the 
power, but the good will to encourage the projects of good patriots. The King, who 
is the only king in modern hiftory who has diftinguifhed himfelf by a public trial of his 
wife, is obliged to leave a great part of the government to his minifler. His Hep-mo¬ 
ther, it is true, pofleffes a great deal of court-craft; but (till the minifters and counfel- 
lors have the mod influence, Amorigft them, there are conflantly cabals, intrigues, 
and revolutions, as you may learn from the hiftory of Struenfee, particularly his apology, 
which will make every man who reads it exclaim— Beatus Hie qid frond. Another firft 
minifler has been lately difmiffed. 

St. Germain was very ill treated in Copenhagen. The late King called him to his court, 
with a view of having his troops better difeiplined, at a time when it was his intention to 
take part in the affairs of the north, or at lead to make himfelf formidable. ,St, Ger¬ 
main was told that he would have the command of fifty or fixty thoufand men; but 
when he came, he found hardly any foldiers except the guards. The reft confided 
partly of a wild undifeiplined militia, and partly of a number of hungary invalids. There 
was no cavalry at all. The good King, who had only feen his troops upon paper, and 
probably, as he was not born for a number of troops, had not diffidently confidered them 
even there, could not eafily conceive how his great army fhouid have mouldered away 
by St. Germain's arrival. Some of the mlniftry, who governed the paper troops,, en¬ 
tertained hopes that St. Germain would play part of the game with them ; but he was 
not the man forlheir purpofe, for as foon as he found out that part of the dims deftined 
for the paymerit of the forces went into the purfes of the mini dry* commiffarie s. ad 
officers, he fet himfelf with hisufual determined fpirit to bring about a reformation. He, 
however, foon found out, that even if the abufes could be corrected, the hopes of hav¬ 
ing an army able to take part in the affairs of the north, mull continue a vain expedi¬ 
tion. Being fatisfied, therefore, that where there is nothing, there can be nothing to 
reform, he told the King, with his ufuai freedom, that he faw nothing in which he could 
be of any ufe to his Majefty; on the contrary, he was only a burthen, and in his opinion, 
it would be molt advifeable to fend him away again. 

The minifters were extremely happy to get rid of fo troublefome an infpedlor, and 
the more,.becaufe they could not eafily have got rid of him by a court intrigue, becaufe 
the King loved him ; for court intrigues can do but little againft extraordinary talents, 
united with a true knowledge of human nature and courts, where, efpeeially, as the cafe 
was here, the fovereign is on the fide of juftice as often as he underftands it. After 
fome trifling, and a great many under-hand tricks, the miniflry propofed to St. Ger¬ 
main to accept of a certain fum of money paid once for all, jnflead of the promifed pen- 
fion. Nothing could he more agreeable to him than this, as he knew the unfteadiaefs 
of the Danifh court, But he was unfortunate in the end, for having never paid any 
attention to his own private money matters, he thougbtlefsiy contented himfelf with a 
letter of credit of fifty or fixty thouland thalers *, on a merchant at Hamburgh, whom, 
on his arrival in that city, he found had become a bankrupt, and was run away from 
the German dates and territory. St. Germain thought, to hislaft hour, that the minif- 
ter was'an accomplice in the robbery. It is well known that he was maintained for a 
long time after by a collection made for him by the officers of our German troops, out 
of their own allowance. A beautiful trait in the hiftory of the Danifh minifters. 
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Struenfee, and every other man who had a grain of penetration, thought that the 
hc-lt principles of government which the court of Denmark could adopt, would be to 
make retrenchments of the fuins expended on foreign affairs ; not to meddle with the 
disputes fubfifting between the other German powers ; to limit its own eflablifhment to 
what would fuffice for the maintenance of the internal tranquillity and the police, and 
to employ all its ftrength in the cultivation of the wafte lands, and the promotion of in- 
dultry. I his is indeed all that experience and patriotifm united can recommend; for 
m the prelent circumflances of the two countries, Denmark has nothing to apprehend 
from Sweden, or if it had, a word from Ruflia or Pruffia would fet every thing 
to rights there. But on the other fide of the country, the firft elector of Germany 
who mail fet himfelf to oppofe an extenfion of 'the Danifli power, would reduce the 
country to great difficulties. The lofs of a Angle magazine or treafury would put an 
end to their whole war apparatus: nay, even if molt of their operations did not depend 
upon foreign fubfidies, they would not be able to keep the field long againft a middling 
German army. The militia of the country, in which the ftrength of the army princi¬ 
pally con lifts, is raw and unformed, and the German forces, which have been raifed at 
a great expence, would defert the inftant they fet foot out of the country; for they all 
deleft a climate in which, by reafon^of the unwholefbmenefs of the air, the bad and un- 
ufual food, and the little attention fhewn to their health, they are expofed to perilh like 
lo many fleas. Whenever I had occafion to converfe with Germans in the Danifli fer- 
vice, the teal's ufed to run down their cheeks, when they recounted how they had been 
decoyed away by crimps, and defcribed the miferies of their prefent ftate. Indeed the 
inftances of the extraordinary means they have made ufe of to get out of the detefted 
country, are ahnoft incredible. Befides all this, there is a want of cavalry, which in 
the prefent time is fo Serviceable, and conftitutes a fourth part of the German armies. 
Innumerable fubfidies indeed would be required to put that of this country upon a re- 
ipectable footing. It cannot be raifed out of nothing in a minute, on the breaking out 
of a war ; and the maintenance of it in time of peace demands an expence which the 
lelources of the ftate, with all the fubfides they can procure, are not equal to. The 
times are paft, in which wonders could be done with a handful of undifciplmed and dif- 
obedient troops, who were maintained at the coft of the enemy. The mode of war 
now m ufe requires preparation, and a provifion for fuch and fo many wants as would 
make the Danifli imnifter’s hair ftand an end, if an account of them were to be fet be¬ 
fore him. buppofing the Danifli court to receive a fubfidy of even a million of thalers * 
per annum, which is more than the French or Englifh courts have ever given to the 
courts of Stockholm or Copenhagen, this would hardly be fufficient to enable it to keep 
hJ ,tir"% C!,n r Pa, f\ m , h “fnnyof 40.000 men, and it would be completely ruineS 

thnittrii no ° . a in ?- e att I e *, ^l ort campaign in the Bavarian war Tome years ago, 
though no extraordinary Broke was ftruck in it, coft the court of Vienna feVenty.two 

nulhons of Rhenifh guides *, exclufive of the fums expended on previous prepara- 

ftrnncr ’rV 1 ? f W T n £ ceffa, 7- . The arm y was at leaft three hundred thoufand^mn 
ftrong. Calculate what the proportion will be for forty thoufand men—but what would 

forty thoufand men do, if, what however is impoffible, the court of Denmark alone 
was to carry on any operates for a length of time out of its own territoSes; The 
King of Pruffia would fwallow up this army in a moment, let him have ever fo much 
occupation; for it is a maxim, that when a man is once engaged with great enemies 
he will do well to add leffer ones to them, as a fingle ftroke may get fro£ thefe Ju3 
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is loft on the other fide. What became of the Swedifh army, whom French fubfidies 
led into Pomerania, in the Iaft Silefian war ? And yet the King of Pruffia had at that 
time to cope with moft of the principal powers in Europe. What became of the poor 
Saxons ? of the poor army of the empire ? And yet the Saxon and Imperial troops 
were better kept, and at leaft as well fed, as the Danifli are likely to be. 

Denmark cannot, like Sweden, be compelled in any cafe to break the neutrality, nor 
is it neceffary for it, on that account, always to maintain itfelf in a refpedtable fituation. 
For more reafons than one, it has nothing to apprehend from Sweden, and its pofition 
fecures it on every other fide. Indeed, could it render its power ever fo refpedlable, it 
has nothing to expedt at any time by taking part in an offenfive war, but a great deaf 
to lofe; whereas the advantages it would derive from bellowing the fums wafted ill 
military preparations on the improvement of the country, are conliderable, I have been 
thus particular on this point, in order to convince you and your friends, that our court 
added a new folly to the many it has lately been guilty of, when for certain privy pur- 
pofes it gave fubfidies to the Danifli court. The money was in every refpedt thrown 
away. Half of it ftuck to the fingers of the Danifli minifters and commiffaries, and the 
other half was very ill fpent. Strong as aft thefe realons are againft the keeping up a 
great land army in Denmark, every day produces frefh projects to encourage it. The 
vain minifter, whom Struenfee has fo well depidted in his apology, will not. let the world 
forget that Denmark is a monarchy. He gives him Pelf airs of aftonifhing confequence. 
A few external marks of refpedt from the great courts, make him believe that he is re- 
fpedted, whereas he is in fact the jeft of them all. A Angle word from the Ruffian 
minifter brings the whole country to the Emprefs’s feet; and flie has at leaft twenty 
times more weight at Copenhagen, than either at Vienna or at Berlin. It will certainly 
be much more politic in Denmark to aim only at being a maritime power, which is 
more confiftent with the nature of the country, and the fituation of the people. By 
purfuing this plan the Danes might, with feme afliftance, make themfelves formidable, 
or at leaft protedl their merchants in time of war. But the Danifli minifter choofes to 
ihine both by fea and land. The navy accordingly confifts of fifty fliips, including 
thofe of fifty guns; however, not above fix of thefe are in a condition to put to fea 
under fix or eight weeks, though fince the armed neutrality they have been making all 
forts of preparation to put to fea. Many fliips have been repaired within thefe fix or 
eight years, and others are no longer in a reparable ftate. 

The facility with which adventurers oF the firft clafs contrive to make their way into 
the Danifli councils, and even into the miniftry, is no very favourable fymptom of the 
wifdom of this court. There is a proverb at Hamburgh, that when a man is fit for 
nothing elle, he is fit for a Danifli privy councellor, and may make his fortune by pro- 
jedts at Copenhagen. Under fitch circumftances much patriotifm is not to be expedted. 
Upon the whole, the Danifli government is a vifible proof, that defpotifm, notwithftand- 
ing all its great apparent force, is the weakeft of all governments, when the head is not 
very found and ftrong. The minifters ride on the eouncellors, the councillors on the 
fecretaries, the fecretaries on their clerks, and the wives ot all thefe on their lovers. It 
fometimes happens too, that the minifter is governed by the counfellor, the counfellor 
by the clerk, and fo on; all this produces an abfolute anarchy, and the quiet and hap- 
pinefs of the country depends upon the throwing the handkerchief to this or that wo¬ 
man. It is no wonder, that in a court like this many cataftrophes happen fimilar to 
that which took place ten years ago. Prince Frederick, the King’s brother-in-law, pro* 
mifes-the country fome hopes of better days. He feems to be more difpofed to do 
' - what 
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what is right, than to govern by faction or intrigue. His influence is however hitherto 
very limited. 

On my return out of Lapland, I came hither by Lubeck. That place, which for¬ 
merly played lb great a part in the league of the llantz cities, has fcarce half the im¬ 
portance of Hamburgh in point either of population, riches, or trade. The Danifli 
mini for fets his whole force againft this place, as he has only Hamburgh and it to fear. 
.At Lubeck, however, his principal operations are confined for the prefent, for though 
he makes the poor town feel what he would do by every petty injury in his power, he 
dares not hitherto come to open hoftilities, as it is prote&ed by the Emperor and the 
Hates of the empire. lie is therefore compelled to change his fiege into a kind of 
blockade. The bond of union betwixt the German imperial towns operates much more 
forcibly with regard to foreign powers, than is commonly imagined; and the article in 
the Emperor’s coronation oath, not to allow of any diminution of the empire, is main¬ 
tained in its full force under Jofeph the Second. It is indeed this article which compels 
our court to treat the fmall princes its neighbours who border on Germany with much 
more attention and refpeft than it fliews towards the other fovereign Hates in its neigh¬ 
bourhood. It,would not dare, for inftance, to a£t towards the imperial ftate of Spires, 
as it has lately done towards Geneva, where it is interpofed with fuch great effect, after 
having formally renounced the mediation, and having hardly any bond of union with 
the city. 

LETTER LVIII. 

Hanover. 

ALL the country, dear brother, which lays to the north and north-weft of this, and is 
watered by the Elbe and the Embs, is partly fand, and partly mud and morafs. In¬ 
deed the mud which is thrown up by the fea and rivers, is looked upon here as a para- 
difaical earth, as it affords the inhabitants bread and hay, whilft the higher countries are 
nothing but fand. Here, my dear brother, a man perceives, for the firft time, the 
bleffmgs of a mountainous country. Through the whole road, from Hamburg to Emb- 
den, and from thence through a great part of Weftphalia to this place, I did not fee a 
Angle hill, a fingie laughing landfcape, fhady foreft, beautiful wood, or, in brief, any of 
the things which can give a fillip to life. In Weftphalia I fatv large heaths which were 
Hill more barren than thofe of Jutland. The whole country has been fubject to revo¬ 
lutions. It is a bottom of fand, which the rivers from the higher parts of Germany 
have formed, and to which they are conftantly adding. In fame parts the fea adds a 
quantity of mud, and in others entirely demolifhes the barriers oppofed to it, fo that the 
inhabitants have conftantly to contend with the water and frogs. The rivers overflow 
every year, and lay the country for many miles under water. The inundations of 
the Wefer are particularly terrible. When they happen, the cities and villages are as 
it were in the midft of a fea, and feem to form fo many iflands. The confequences of 
this are agues, colds, and fevers, which would commit vaft ravages amongft the poor 
people, were it not that cuftom renders them hardy, and that they are in a habit of 
warming their infides well with brandy. To a ftranger, however, the country muft be 
extremely unwholefome in winter and fpring. The inhabitants are all through of the 
fnail order, yellow fkinned, foft flelhed, and full of wrinkles. Their fmall round figures 
are very Hr iking when you compare them to the tall long Germans of the font hern 
parts. You hardly ever fee rofy cheeks among the men of the country, and but very 
feldoin among the women. They live here as in Denmark, failor-like, upon fhdl-fifl), 
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(which they render very palatable) fifli, fruits, and brandy, of which Iaft the wives of 
the common people take large bumpers. Of the fine fruits and excellent vegetables 
which the other Germans, particularly the Suabians and inhabitants about the Rhine, 
are fo fond of, they know nothing. The people are ftupid, naturally melancholy, and 
generally fpeaking dirty$ they are not, however, particularly in the Hanoverian coun¬ 
try, fo ferocious and ill-natured as the Danes. Many of the farmers here are very rich. 
The facility with which they difpofe of their crops, the great fertility of their marlhes, 
their fiftreries, the great extent of land they poffefs amongft the heaths, (which may 
ahvays be ufcd for paftures) and the government, which is ever very gentle, i'eeure them 
advantages which the inhabitants of many countries in which nature has poured out all 
her abundance, do not enjoy. In many parts of AVeftphalia I faw no imall villages, 
but the whole country belonged to fome great landlords, whofe edates reached many 
miles in circumference. There are, however, Hkewife fome very final! farmers. Thole 
particularly who dwell on this fide the Wefer, about Bremen and Delmenhorft, appear 
in general not to be in very good circum fiances. In many places they have their cattle 
in their houfes; and I have been twice forced to reft upon a ftraw bed amongft the 
cows, which is indeed an accident that is fare to happen to a knight-errant of my com¬ 
plexion, as foon as he goes a ftep out of the great roads. In the imall villages.there are 
no inns, and a man is forced to put up with the finall farmers, who have nothing to fet 
before him but brandy or potatoes, or fome falted bacon, and brown bread made of 
bran. I cannot conceive how our troops did to exift in this country during the laft 
Silefian war. - 

Bremen is a very rich city* containing about five and twenty thou land inhabitants# 
It drives a very large trade for iron, flax, hemp, and linen, with France, England, 
Spain and Portugal, and in return takes back other provifions, with which it fupplies 
Weftphalia and the countries about Hanover. It aifo gets a great deal by its filheries; 
the trade for blubber with the fouth of Germany is very confiderable. Stiff and fuHen 
as the inhabitants of the country are in general, you meet with fome very fociable and 

converfable people amongft them. . 

Embden is by no means fo fine a place as Bremen. The King of 1 ruiiia has taken 
an everlafting diflike to the inhabitants of this city, who, to lay the truth, when taken in 
the lump, are not a very amiable people. They are very remarkable ior their lazinefs 
and infenfbility. It was a great while before the good endeavours of the King to turn 
this people to commerce and fhip-building were attended with any fuccefs. I he Ealt 
India Company, which he had eftabliflied at a great expence in this city, was ruined 
within a few years of its ereftion, and certain republican prejudices, which the burghers 
of this city affedted, rendered all the King’s other efforts for a time inefFeaual. At 
length the aflivity and wifdom of the government, attended with fome fortunate cir- 
curaftances, got the better of the impediments to that extenfion of commerce for which 
the city is particularly well fituated. The herring fifhery, which the King took every 
ftep in his power to encourage, brings in large lutns of money every yeai. I he Ame¬ 
rican war affifted the King’s defigns very much, and the trade of the place now begins 
to be very flourifhing. Embden imports many AVeftphalian linens to the fouth coun¬ 
tries, and provides a°part of Weftphalia with fpices and wines. They have alfo a con¬ 
fiderable trade in cheefe. Their harbour is extremely good. 

The duchies of Oldenburg and Delmenhorfl:, which the King of Denmark, at the 
defire of the Ruffian court* exchanged lor a part of Holftein, with a prince of Oottorp* 
now make a very good principality* which contains feventy-five thoufand people* and 
voi*. VI. 00 jieHs 
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yields every year about four hundred thoufand Rhenifh guilders *. It is from all thefe 
countries, but particularly from Friefland, that they procure the ftrong fine coach-horfcs 
who trot fo proudly over the pavement of many Italian cities, and are fometimes, though 
feldomer, met with in France. The court of Petcrlburgh buys up feveral of thefe 
horfes to mount its heavy cavalry, who look very formidable on this terrible cattle. 
The Dutch cuirafliers are fupplied from Holltein, and in truth the horfes of that country 
are preferable to thofe of Friefland and Oldenburg for this fervice, as with the fame 
ftrength they connect more alacrity and life. 

Hanover, corifider it in what light you will, is a very fine city. The number of its 
inhabitants is about twenty thoufand. There are very good fccieties here, to which the 
officers contribute net a little. The nobility is as poliflied and refined in its manners 
as that of any other German city. The country, which hereabouts begins to be more 
elevated, is not quite fo ugly as the deeper country round the Wefer. Prince Frede¬ 
rick, the King’s lecond fon, refides here at prefent, and makes a particular circle of the 
inhabitants very happy. He is biffiop of Ofnaburg, which principality produces him, 
yearly, a revenue of one hundred and eighty thoufand Rhenifh florins. Having come 
to ih : s very early in life, and his indulgent father having given up to him, when he 
comes of age, all the province of the bifhopric, without any deduffion whatever, he 
will have an income of three millions of florins, or three hundred thoufand pounds. 
They wifh and hope here, that in procefs of time he will be declared governor of his 
father’s pofleffions in this country, and refide conftantly. His great income will make 
this a confiderable advantage to the city in point of intereft, and his wonderful educa¬ 
tion gives ihe whole country hopes of a wife and gentle adminittration. 

Though fome parts of the electorate of Hanover are very fertile, yet, upon the 
whole, it is the moll miferable part of all Germany. It is about feven hundred Ger¬ 
man miles in circumference, but hardly contains fevep hundred thoufand inhabitants; 
nay, fome think this is going too far, for though they have numbered one hundred thou¬ 
fand houfes, our commiffaries in the lalt war, who numbered the people, could not make 
more of them than five hundred thoufand fouls in all the Hanoverian dominions. But put 
them at feven hundred thoufand, ftill you will find no other country of the like extent in 
all Germany, which does not contain more than one thoufand fouls for every fquare mile. 
The difference betwixt Hanover and Suabia, Saxony, Auftria, Bohemia, and the other 
parts of Germany, is ftili more confiderable; for each of thefe ftates has two thoufand five 
hundred fouls for every fquare mile, and fome of them much more. The caufe of the {len¬ 
der population is almoft entirely owing to nature. The country abounds in fand-heaths, 
■which it is almoft impoflible to cultivate. Almoft the whole country between Hamburgh 
and this place is a'deep fand. The difference in point of riches is ftill more confiderable. 
The whole revenues of Hanover amount only to four hundred and eighty thoufand 
guilders; of which the mines in the Harts alone contribute one hundred thoufand. 
The country belonging to the E left or of Saxony, which is very little larger, brings in 
nearly as much again. 

The government of this country is gentle. The great offices of date are held by 
aSive and enlightened patriots. Nothing is known here of extorting money from the 
poor. Little of the money of this country goes to London ; but almoft the whole is 
fpent in the improvement of the country. The army, which confumes the greateft part 
of it, is large, and confifts of twenty thoufand men. They are the beft fed of all the 
German troops, but are not near fo well difeiplined as either the Prufiian or Auftrian 

* forty thoufand pound. 
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armies. This, however, is the foftefl of all the German governments, and there is a 
fpirit of liberty throughout, which is a flrong contrail to what you meet with in other 
parts of the country. I had hardly been three days here when I made an excurfion to 
Brunfwick. Germany has few princes of whom it has fo much right to be proud, as 
of this. It was with a kind of enthufiaftn that 1 looked upon one of the firft heroes of 
Germany, though he had become fuch at our expence. The reigning Duke is one of 
the firft generals of the Pruliian army. He is a confumimle ftatefman, and the favou- 
rite of the King of Pruflia. I need only mention Prince Ferdinand to you, to convince 
you hew glad I muff have been to fee him. He is only known to you as a terrible 
enemy ; but his good heart. Ins extended undemanding, his aftive zeal for the intercll 
of mankind as far as his fphere reaches, and his affability towards every man, would 
foon make you forget that he was your enemy, if you knew him better, 

Brunfwick is the rendezvous of the German free-mafons, at the head of whom the 
Prince is. Molt of the proteflant princes in Germany are members of this numerous 
order. It is not long fince the fyffem of the German lodges has been fixed, and that 
they have acquired a kind of confiilency. Germany in general is much indebted to 
this order, as it is certainly owing to mafonry that many of its princes have become 
tnuch more affable and gentle in their manners than they were before. 

Four princes of this illuftrious houfe fought in the laft Silefian war, for the honour 
and freedom of Germany. The youngeft of them, only feventeen years of age, died 
covered with wounds, under a heap of Hufi'ars, who had been the witnefles of his va¬ 
lour, and whom he comforted to his latefi: breath. Probably you may not know that 
this is the elder branch of the Houfe of Brunfwick, and that the King of Great Britain 
defeends from a younger fon. Brunfwick is a very handfome city. It carries on a 
very thriving trade, and has a great number of manufactures. The number of inhabi¬ 
tants, among ft whom you meet with exceeding good company, confifts of at lead twenty- 
four thoufand. The whole income of the prefent duke iseflimated at one million three 
hundred thoufand Rhenifh florins, or one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds. 


LETTER LIS. 

Cafe!, 

THAT ideal beauty, my deareft brother, which dances before the eyes of our artifts, 
though it fo often vanilhes under their pencils, was certainly never taken from Ger¬ 
many. Alt the human figures you meet with between this place and the Northern and 
Eaftern Seas, are fo far from pofTefling it, that there are no lines of it to be difeovered 
amongfl them. 

You'would in vain look for a girl’s body refembling the Grecian model. There are, it 
is true, faces enough with very foft llrokes in them, but they all want the Greek profile 
and fpirit. Nor has the fine white flelh the firmnefs inseparable from a truly fine form. 

In the lower parts of the Elbe and Wefer, you fee indeed fome fnowy bofoms, and 
fome lily and rofy cheeks, but they foon vanifh when the girls have once palfed their 
bloom, and the whole is fo flat and lifelefs, that you cannot give it the name of a fine 
form. Even amongfl the Saxons, the faireft creatures under the fun who are not Gre¬ 
cians, you feldom meet with a face which has any appearance of ideal beauty; and yet 
thefe are in the north, what the women of Florence are in the fouth, and far exceed all 
their country-women in life and fpirit. 

The men of the north are equally deftitute of ideal beauty- Winckelrnan, himfe!f s 
thinks that better models for the ftudy of male beauty are to be met with in Naples and 
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Sicily, than among!! his countrymen the Saxons, though they are, without any com- 
pari foil, tlie handfomeft of the northern nations. 

It is well known that no German will attempt to vie with the inhabitants of the 
fouthern countries in point of beauty; but when yon tell a German that the inhabitants 
of the fouth are Itronger and more durably built than thofe of the north, they look 
upon this as a great paradox—and yet ftrength is the principal point of manly beauty. 
Have you ever leen a Sicilian wreftle with an Hanoverian or Weilphalian? 1 confider 
wreftling as the greatell proof of ftrength. I alfo believe that you would not find in alt 
the north a porter'like the Genoefe or Neapolitan carrier, that is, a man able to carry 
four hundred pounds weight for a confiderable way. Nor dol think that if both were 
put into the fame circumftances, as much could be done with-German troops as with 
Spanifh ones. We are not now to confider that in the prefent days the latter are fo 
much excelled in difeipline ; for in Charles the Fifth’s lime they were both alike. But 
the German troops in Spain and Italy ferved only once;' and few of the armies which 
the emperors carried into Italy with them ever came home. On the contrary, the Spa¬ 
niards under Charles the Fifth fought many battles with great reputation on the Rhine, 
as weil as in Holland, the climate of which is fo different from their own; they file wed 
more valour, and bore more fatigues than the inhabitants themfeives, who mu ft have 
been fubdued had it not been that they were aflifted by external circumftances, and that 
the Prince of Orange’s fpirit did more than ali the Mynheers put together. 

The national pride of the Germans has led them to give themfeives a pre-eminence 
over the fouthern nations, which hiftory, nature and appearances equally give the lye 
to. They imagine that underftanding, courage, activity, ftrength, and liberty, are the 
natural appendages of their thick and foggy air j and that the fouth is the natural habi¬ 
tation of llupidity, indolence, cowardice, and tyranny. On the contrary, confider what 
is depofed by hijfory, appearances , and nature. Hijhry teaches us that light is come into 
the world from the fouth ; appearances teach us that the Spaniards and Italians are much 
more frugal in eating and drinking, and probably too in the enjoyments of love, than 
the Germans, among!! whom we include the Danes, the Swedes, the Ruffians, and the 
Poles: and nature teaches us that bodily and mental beauty are commonly to be found 
where the great creator of the bodies of men has appointed the fineft forms and the 
great eft ftrength. Let us examine this pofition a little more fully : compare the under- 
handings of men, as they are more and more removed from the happy air of Greece, 
Afia Minor, and Italy, till you come to the North Pole, and you will find that nature 
does not fuffer the inhabitants of the coaft of Barbary, the Arabs, the people of the coaft 
of Guinea, and the Abyfiinians, to fink into the fame degree of indolence and cowardice 
as the Greenlanders, the Samoyedes, and the Laplanders. What aftonilhing proofs do 
the negroes give us of bodily ftrength, courage, and coolnefs of intrepidity ; a fure fign 
that the warm and genial air of the fouth, raifes human nature, and that the bitter and 
cold blafts of the north deprefs it. 

But perhaps you will tell me that at prefent the inhabitants of the north excel thofe 
of the louth, I allow it; but it proves nothing more than that religion, manners, and 
government have more influence over men than climate. But thefe very manners, 
cuftoms, and arts of government, which in the prefent century give the north fuch an 
advantage over the fouth, came originally from the fouth. What are our republic^ 
more than copies of the Greek and Roman? Crippled as our legiflation is, in com¬ 
panion of thofe of Carthage, Egypt, Rome, and Athens, it is only what we have been 
able to gather out of the ruins of thofe Hates. ' Have the Pruffian taffies any thing bet¬ 
ter in them than the Macedonian phalanx was ? Can any one be lurprifed that the 
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people who dwelt near the Elbe and Wefer, fliould have overcome Varus, when we fee 
that the North Americans, by nature the mod cowardly, and at the breaking out of the 
war the moil undisciplined people upon earth, are able, by the advantages of their woods, 
rivers, pools, and the extent of their uncultivated country, to oppofe all the force Great 
Britain can bring againlf them? And yet the climate of North America is not 
i'o adverfe to the Englilh, as that of the fouth of Germany muft have been to the Ro¬ 
mans ; nor was Germany at that time nearly lo well cultivated as North America now 
is ? Let a man conceive Varus’s army on the river St. Lawrence, lake Superior, the lake 
of the Illinois, and the upper regions of the Mifiiflippi, and dill he will have no true 
idea, of their fituationin Germany. They were far from p© (Telling the facilities of pio- 
aiding for the exigencies of war, which they would have had in Norm America. Ger¬ 
many was at that time an uninterrupted wood \ its rivers were not confined within a 
i flanding bed, but in feveral places formed immenfe moraiies, too many and too vifible 
marks of which flill remain. 

The inhabitants of Germany, who afterwards fuhdued the fouth, were no doubt in¬ 
debted for this advantage to tile wars which the Romans had before waged againft them, 
juft as the Turks and North Americans have become good fo Id iers by their wars with the 
Ruftians and Britons. What think you if any body had told the Seipios that feme time 
or other the conquerors of Rome fhould come out of the Herein ian i or efts ? would they 
have attributed any thing to the climate ? No, they would have answered that the man¬ 
ners, conftitution, and armies of Rome muft ffrft be changed ; and that was the cafe. 

But what became of thefe northern conquerors when the luxury of the inhabitants of 
the fouth had fubdued their natures, and made them vallals to them ? Were they not 
like the over-flowings of their own rivers, which thaw after a long draft, and lay wafte 
the fields far and near with ice and fand ? Ail the conquerors of the fouth, enlightened 
and erected ; whereas all the conquerors of the north, darkened and pulled down ? fins 
was the cafe both before and after the Roman sera. lire Babylonians and Egyptians, 
fuppofmg the accounts of the expeditions of the latter to be true, were benevolent con¬ 
querors like the Greeks and Macedonians. But what were the Scythians ? 1 he Arabs 

ipfead arts, fciences, and humanity, wherever they extended their power. But what dark- 
nefs enfued when the northern Turks had extended the bounds ot theii empiie ? It is 
a linking inftance of the bodily weaknefs of the northern nations, that they always be¬ 
come enervated as foonas they have been fome time in thedouth, which they never could 
cope with long; whereas no luftory informs us of the climate of the noitn evei having 
been fatal to the ftrength and activity of the Romans. How did Cadar s troops hold 
out in Gaul, Britany, and Holland ? How did the Romans behave under the Emperors 
on the Rhine, the Danube, and the neighbourhood of the Elbe and Wefer ? You tcll^us 
it is the climate which prevents the northern people from being hardy in the fouth. But 
were the Romans effeminate when their forefathers eat oatmeal pap ? Were the Spar¬ 
tans or Macedonians effeminate ? The generality of the Spaniards and Italians of this 
day, are by no means a weak people. It is not therefore the climate alone which makes 
the difference. It is rather the weak nervous fyItem of the northern nations which ren¬ 
ders them unable to bear the contrail of the hot days and cold nights, which braces up 
the ftrong-built natives \ nor can they iupport the change made in their way oi life* I he 
great bodies of the Dutch, Danes, and Poles, are bare lumps of Belli and bones, the 
former of which is dilguftingly flabby. On the other hand, the lighter Italians, as well 
as the darker Spaniards, are more iinewy, and more mufeular, which is the true cha¬ 
racter of bodily ftrength. Nor are the minds of the northern nations lefs weak tha.i 
their bodies. A proof of it is, their never having been able to eftablifh lading empires 
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in their fouthern cortqusfts. Their kingdoms were a bare accident of fortune, and they 
never had felicity of genius enough to form plans or knit the focial band. How dif¬ 
ferently did the nations of the fouth, prrticularly the Romans, manage their conquefts ? 
juft as if they were flill a frefh people, and had known nothing of fciences or arts! 

In general nature difplays far different vigour, a far more magnificent fpirit of crea¬ 
tion in the fouth, than what fhe does in the northern provinces. What riches, and 
variety, and ftrength, is in the vegetable kingdoms of the fouth ? The ilirub which fur- 
niffies the ballain of Mecca, and the plants from Ceylon and the Molucca illands, fhame 
the unfruitfulnefs of the earth near the poles; and the vigour of nature feems evidently 
to decreafc in proportion as we recede from the equator. Our favoury fruits have all 
come to us from the fouth ; and the better tailed and more fpirited they are, the lefs 
able are they to bear the north. The nobler fruits, juft tike (he generous wines, which 
gladden and make ftrong the heart of man, cannot take root in the nor tin In the fame 
manner in the mineral kingdom, nature thews herfelf more venerable in the fouth, than 
flic does in the north.—And in the animal world! How very different are the beafts of 
the fouth to thofe of the north ! Why then fhould not nature, which weaves every thing 
elfe more ftrongly in a warm climate, alfo weave man more ftrongly there ? It is-true, 
indeed, that underftanding and morals are no exclufive property of any ftrip of land. 
They depend on laws, cuftoms, education, and government; which may, and often 
do render the artificial man fuperior to the natural one. But the natural underftand¬ 
ing awakes fooner from its Deep in a warm country, than it does in a cold one. Under 
a warm fun ah ft raft ideas are much quicker formed. The fenfes are much clearer here; 
and the underftanding depends on the quicknefs of the fenfes. Imagination, which is 
fo connected with all the operations of the fun, has more force in Sicily than in Iceland, 
The firft force of the impreffions made by the fenfes, gives the powers of the mind an 
alacrity in the fouthern countries, which is the true character of genius, and which the 
inhabitants of the north cannot reach by any cold abftraftions which they may arrive at, 
from their manners, cuftoms, or government. Nor are the fine moral feelings fo in¬ 
dependant of the fine fenfual ones, as fome philofophers, who know little of human na¬ 
ture, are-willing to imagine. The Germans, who charge the French, Italians, and all 
the fouthern nations, with indolence, flavery, and debafement of mind, forget that the 
Siberians and Kamtfchatdales, amidft their almoft eternal ices and fnows, are, accord¬ 
ing to the accounts of all travellers, the molt cowardly, mo ft fenfual, molt debafed, and 
mod enflaved people upon earth. Nor can the glow of liberty be fo thoroughly ftifled 
in Italy as it is in l'everal northern countries, which appear the feat of defpotifm ; nay, 
the governments of France and Spain themfelves, are not fo defpotic as many Germans 
pleal'e themfelves in believing them to be. The clear and dry air of the fouth elevates 
the foul juft as it gives tone to the nerves. All the perfons who have breathed a fine 
weftern air in the mountains, fpeak of feelings which they knew not in the plains. So 
the air of the fouth of Europe is as different from that of the north, as the air of the 
Swifs Alps is different from that of the plains. As a proof of this, the heftic Engliffi go 
to Niftnes, Nice, Pifa, and Naples, to repair their lhattered conftitutions. 

But it is true, after all, that the inhabitants of the Elbe and Wefer, though thus aban¬ 
doned by nature, exceed the Sicilians and Neapolitans as much in ftrength of mind, as 
they are outdone by them in bodily ftrength and beauty. It is true; and what then ? 
The liberal citizen of the world admires the omnipotence of government, which is able 
to raife men fo far above their natural fituaticn, or to fink them fo deep below it j but 
he does not therefore allow himfelf to contract illiberal prejudices againft any nation. 
He congratulates the northern nations upon their having made themfelves what they 
are^ and rejoices that they are every day becoming greater and greater; but he does not 
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forget that the people of the fouth were fooner great, and that the arts of cultivation, 
and light of all kinds came from them. 

You will eafily perceive, from the nature of thefe fpeculations, that they were made 
in the pod-waggon. My company con filled of a fwine of an Oldenburgh dealer in 
horfes, a clodpole Bremen broker, and a pretty female piece of fiefh, mere dead fielh, 
lying before me on the draw. There was not a word fpoke all the way from Gottin¬ 
gen here ; fo that if the dalch et alia quies had not been now and then interrupted by 
coughing, lheezing, belching, and the like, 1 ihould not have known that 1 had company 
with me. 

At Gottingen I vifited feveral profelfors, to whom I cannot refufe my utmoft venera¬ 
tion, but who were all fo convinced of the cultivation of Germany, and fo fore fet againft 
us Southlanders, that I did not know how to reconcile it with their knowledge of man¬ 
kind. All thefe gentlemen fpoke to me of the political and literary fituation of then- 
own country with a veneration which often bordered on the ridiculous. This arifes 
partly from national pride, partly from partiality to their own country, and partly from 
true rank Charlatanifm. Thefe gentlemen look upon our government as the quintef- 
fenceof delpotifm, our academies as hofpitals for fools, our foldiers as women, and our 
writers, to whom however, as appears from their writings, they are fo much indebted, 
as petit mairres. In a word, they confider the fouth as the kingdom of darknefs and 
tyranny, and allow more fenfe and knowledge of things, to the Danes, Swedes, and 
Rtiflians, than to the moft refpedable people in the fouth. It was this abfurdity which 
gave rife to my fpeculations in the pod waggon, which were however much interrupted 
by ftrong jolts. Amongft other perfons I vifited here was Profcffor Schloffer, whom I 
found unjuil towards us, out of mere party motives. Poflibly there arc few hiflorians 
in the world who know fo many hifloricat fads as this gentleman does. I found a moft 
unexpected and extraordinary fund of knowledge of modern hiftory about him. He 
pofleffesan infinite number of living languages. His humour, which is fomewiiat too 
fliarp and fatyiidal, does not always make him amiable as a private man, but often pro¬ 
duces very good effects as a writer. What he is molt diftinguifhed by is his journal. 
It is publifhed under the name of Political Letters, and is one of the mod generally 
fpread about in Germany, and other neighbouring countries, though Mr. Linguet has 
thought proper to call it pen cornu . It is not like the Englifh, Dutch, and French jour¬ 
nals, 1 which confid modly of declamation, and refle&ions, which are commonly founded 
on falfe fads and falfe reafoning. SchloBfer’s journal contains for the mod part only re¬ 
cords, to which he fometimes adds fhort notes, always intereding, and fomethnes very 
fevere, but for the colledion of which future hidorians will be obliged to him. Falfe 
fads fometimes flip in, but thefe are generally redified in the courfe of time j and upon 
the whole, there is no work from which a man may gather the prefent date of politics, 
particularly thofe of one part,of Germany, fo well as from this. It contains numerous 
lifts of the population and income of many German dates, and alfo of their agriculture 
and indudrv. As Mr. Schloffer is particularly bent on hunting down the follies and ful- 
tanifrn of German princes, together with abfurditieS, barbarity, and monkifm, he is not 
wanting in interefting anecdotes, which often give occafion to dill more intereding ex¬ 
planations. This journal may indeed be confidered as one of the fured bars againd the 
tyranny of the leffer princes of Germany: And it is certainly known that it has produced 
great eifeds in feveral courts. Perfons of the fird rank, and often princes themfelves, 
fend the author papers. The plan of this journal is as advantageous to the editor as it is 
to the public. It fupports itfelf by the contributions of drangers, and is not odious by 
any feififh or party remarks of the editors ; all works of knowledge are acccffible to the 
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auhtoft, and the Idler princes who have any fhame left are compelled to ftattd in fear of 
the ftro'ng cenforwbo publicly exposes their fhame. Mr/Schloffer makes ufe of all the 
freedom which the place of his refid ence allows him ; and he often gives very interek- 
ing; accounts of other countries befides Germany in his journal. The reputation of the 
work encreafcs every day more and more, and he may be allured that he will foon be 
univerfally read in his native country. In my opinion, a Angle number of this work has 
more merit than ali Lmgue?*s Annals put together, at ieaft it contains more truth. This 
journal marks the learned character of the Germans extremely well. In the German 
hiftorians and politicians there appears no marks of the acute obfervation, the piercing 
cpnje&ure, and the elegant portraitures of men and manners, which diflinguifh the 
Englifh hiftorians and politicians. Every thing with them is made up of dry matter of 
U&i which they endeavour to eflabliih fo as to fet it above the power of attack. The 
genuine lover of truth, who loves it for itfelf, and does not defire a particle of wit to be 
ipent in its fupport, had rather read a dry lift of population in Schlofleris letters, than 
all the pompous declamations of the Englifh travellers and politicians, who are often 
brought to fhame by a few cyphers they read in this book. In every part of literature 
the Germans diftingmfh themfelves from other nations in the fame way, 

Gottingen is a pretty little city, containing about eighty thoufand fouls* the terri¬ 
tory about it is pleafamer, and produces more than that of any other part of Hanover 
I have feen. It fubfilts entirely by the univerfity, which is one of the bell I have feen, 
There are Ruffian, Danifli, Swedifh, and Englilh # 5 as well as German fludents in it. 
The /Indents here are about eight hundred, and the profelfors, including the dancing 
and fencing makers, are about fixty. 

The King of Great Britain fpares no cxpence to bring thefe higher fort of fchools 
into repute. The library, which is kept up at his expence, and is always encreafmg, 
is as numerous as it is well difpofed. The phyfical apparatus, aftronomical inftruments, 
the collefl-ion of natural hiftory, the chirurgical initrumeats, the botanical garden, 
every tilings in a word, befpeaks royal care. 

The way, in theProteflant univerftries, of going through all the fciences in half-yearly 
courfes, which difpleafed Mr, Pilati fo much, has my full approbation. Though it may 
be calculated for the advantage of the pockets of the profeffors, the fcholars lofe nothing 
by it. No fciences are thoroughly learned at any univerfity. All that can be done, and 
that is done, is to give the ftudent the elements of them, to let him have a notion of 
the parts of the building, and Ihew him the eafieft way of coming at it. It depends 
upon him afterwards to travel the whole of the road. If the young man lays his founda¬ 
tion right, the half-year’s courfe is as profitable to him as it is to the matter. It fpares 
his time and money. When a young man comes here, they commonly lay a Programme 
before him, in which all the arts are difpofed according to their natural order, and like- 
wife according to their connection with each other. In confequence of this it happens 
not unfrequently, that a ftudent attends fix or feven courfes in a day. What then ? 
you will tell me he will only be confined by the variety of knowledge. I believe not. 
The generality of young men will not be at the pains of digging deep for themfelves* 
Le&ures make a deeper Impreffion on the mind than the filent meditation of a clofet. 
We mnfk like wife con fid er that the profeffors are able to give the marrow and refult of 
the whole, 

* The EngUfh have, I am informed, been lately almok bantkied; at leak the profefTora do not delire 
uie company of young men fo totally loft to what ought to be the glory of young men, as they for the 
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I do not approve of the lectures being paidior by the Undents, It is true, that it tends 
to keep up the fpirit and emulation of th#profeflbfs; but their independence of the 
ftudents, were it other wife, would in my’Opinion be attended with much more bene¬ 
ficial confeq uences. Ail that am leflen the reverence of thefehokir towards the mafter 
ought to be avoided with the greatefl caution. The Undents are, it is true, for the molt 
part, well educated young men ; but ft ill they are too young to know how to efteein a 
man of merit according to his real abilities. Too much reverence for him that teaches 
feldom does any harm to him that is to be taught. In fhort, cabals, coni piracies, with a 
number of inferior artifices, to which good men fumetmies condefcend for the fake of a 
few guilders, but which leflen them in the eyes of the ftudents, are the confequence of 
this part of the plan. 

When Mr, Pilati fays that the Germans treat all the feiences only io a compendious 
way, he Chews himfelf quite ignorant of the method adopted by die public profeflbrs, at 
lead by thole of this place. Almoft evety profeflbr compofes a plan of his lectures, 
which ferves his hearers for a fyllabus of what they are to be taught. You cannot pro¬ 
perly call this a compend of fcience, in the fenfe you affix to this name, when you give 
it to BofTuePs Introduction to Univerfal Hi ft or y. It is neither more nor le& than an 
l account of the method which every man for himfelf purpofes to ufe in teaching hisfeho- 
lars a fcience. Another objefl, with thofe who make the molt of their induftry, is to 
lend or fell this manufeript for a few louis d*ors- It is true indeed, that fome have taken 
fo much pains with thefe fyllabufes, that they may pals for compendia; but it does not 
follow from thence that the literati of Germany, who are not, it muft be remembered, 
all prot eft ants, treat all the feiences compendioufly. Some of thefe fyllabufes, which 
have gone beyond their original defign, and are become compendia, are mafter-pieces 
of more value than feveral works in folio; and, taken in general, are an evident fign 
that the uniyerfity of Gottingen pofleffes feveral mod valuable men. Upon the whole* 
the thorough freedom of opinion which is eftablifhed here, the abfence of the notions 
and abfurd fyftems which keep other univerfities in bondage, together with an enlight¬ 
ened and gentle adminiftration, fecure advantages to thefe fchools which are hardly to 
be found in any other, 

Caftel is not only a very handfome, but in fome refpedts a magnificent city. It con¬ 
tains about thirty-two thoufand inhabitants. This is one of the cities of Germany 
which, as well as feveral others, the Hugunots have caufed to flourifh at our expence. 
They have eftablifhed feveral considerable manufactures in it, one aniongft others of 
hats, which are not at all inferior to thofe made at Lyons in fiaenefs and ftrength, and 
are held in equal eftimation. 

The number of the fubjefts of the landgrave, I have been allured, is three hundred 
and thirty thoufand. His income amounts to two millions two hundred and twenty 
thoufand Rhenifh florins (about two hundred and twenty thoufand pounds). Add to 
this, the country of Hanao, which contains one hundred thoufand men, and brings in 
fomething above five hundred thoufand florins, or fifty thoufand pounds; ftill the pof- 
feffions of this houfe are not fo good as thofe of a Uuchy of Wirt£mberg. 

i his country is the mod military of all Germany, The peafants are not only always 
difeiplined, but always ready to march any where through the wide world. The fend¬ 
ing the Heflian troops to North America, cannot be confidered as a hardfhip in itfelf, 
conlidering the intimate connection of this country with Great Britain; but the connec¬ 
tion itfelf is a very unprofitable one for this country. The Englifh fubfidies can never 
make amends for the lofs which the treaty has hitherto brought on both prince and peo¬ 
ple, I he country was flripped of all its young men after the laft Silefian war, and 
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fcarcely had it begun to bloom again when they were fent to America. At lead twenty 
thoufand Heffians, of whom one half will never come home, are gone to that part of 
the world. The country has therefore lofl a fixth of its molt ufeful inhabitants, by the 
tea-burning bu/inefs at Bo ft on. The taxes are very confiderable, as you will fee if you 
compare the population and taxes of this country with thole of the Dutchy of Wirtem- 
berg, whom nature has put in pofieffion of far greater advantages than fhe has done the 
Heffians. Though the landgrave has remitted his fubjects a part of the taxes for as 
long a time as the war fliall lad, they defert in great numbers, and go into Hungary, 
Poland, and Turkey. 

The military conllitution of this country has, on feveral occafions, been as ufeful to 
the German empire in general, as it has been prejudicial to the people themfelves. So 
early as the reformation, the Heffians contributed exceedingly towards maintaining the 
freedom of the empire j and the Silefian war would not have ended near’y fo well for 
England, or the King of Pruffia,if fix teen or eighteen thoufand brave Heffians had not 
flood the brunt of our troops. 

LETTER LX. 

Wurtzburg. _ 

YOU will fee, if you take up a map of Germany, that I have been true to my pro- 
mife; and that I have gone through the holy Roman empire crofs-ways and length-ways, 
through wood and through thicket, by dale and by vale—in a word, like a true knight, 
errant. 

The Heffians, my dear brother, take them in general, are deformed to a degree. The 
women are the uglieft creatures I have everfeen. Their drefs is horrid. Moll of them 
are clad in black, and wear their petticoats fo high, that you can fee no fhape—only 
the ugly thick leg as high as the knee, is mod confpicuous. The men in fome degree 
make up in ftrength what is wanting in beauty. Upon the whole, though not a large, 
they are a flout ftrong-built people. Here and there you fee a giant like figure ; but 
they all have large bodies and feet, Moll of them are white; and their hair is crifp. 
Their way of living is favage. Their bed food is potatoes and brandy; which lad they 
give even to their children. 

The people are much the fame in the Fuldefe. The whole tra£fc of country From 
Cafl’el to the borders of Franconia, is rough and wild. The people are like the country, 
which abounds in woods and hills. 

Theprefent Prince of Fulda is a man of tade, who lives well, and loves expence. He 
is extremely tolerant, and no friend to the Popifh hierarchy. He calls the Pope his 
brother. He is, without doubt, the riched abbot in the Catholic world. The number 
of his fubjefts, w hom he governs with great gentlenefs, and extremely well, amounts to 
feven hundred thoufand; and he has an income of three hundred thoufand Rhenifh 
guilders *. He has founded feveral ufeful edablifhments for educations, and allows his 
ecclefiadics a freedom in fpeaking and writing, which diftinguilhes them from thofe of 
the other parts of Germany. During my abode at Vienna, it was there looked upon as 
a very heroic degree of courage in fome profane literati, to declare that the council was 
above the Pope. At Fulda 1 read thefe, and much more bold things, in works which are 
at lead of twelve years danding. The palace of Fulda is a very pretty building y and I 
met with much better company here than I expected. 

* 3 c,oool. 
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Wurtzburg is upon the whole a very fine city. It is fitiiated in a large plain, very 
fruitful in vines, and watered by the Maine. The Prince’s palace is one of the fineft 
buildings I have hitherto ieen in Germany. There obtains amongft the inhabitants, 
who are fixteen thoufand in number, an alacrity, a love for thepleafures of the fenfes, 
and a freedom of intercourfe between the two fexes, which you do not find in any 
proteflant city of the fame fixe j and which befpeaks the great affluence and eafe of 
the country very ftrongly. 

I was {truck here, as in Fulda, with the tolerant fpirit and knowledge of the prieft- 
hood, who are far beyond their brethren of Auftria and Bavaria. As thefe qualities 
are commonly united to good manners and good convention, the ton of literati, into 
whofe fociety I fell on my firfl arrival here, did not furprife me. I faw in fhort that 
fome favourable exceptions to the general character are to be met with in the catho¬ 
lic parts of Germany, as well as unfavourable ones in the proteflant parts. It mult 
be owned that the former are far lefs common than the other.—Not that you are to 
think the fun in his meridian even here. I was fpeaking yellerday to a priefl about 
the execution of the witches, with which this government has been fo often and fo 
juftly reproached. At firfl he appeared as if he did not underfland me. At length 
he told me, with a confidential air, that the inoft intelligent perfons were not fatil- 
fied with the grounds of trial, as feveral learned divines had determined, that the wo¬ 
man who had been burned for a witch, might have been obfejfa as well as circumfejfa , 
by the devil. I do not know whether you enter into the fenfe of this nice diflindion. 
It is as much as to fay, that the devil was not abfolutely in the circumference of her 
body ; but that Satan, in order to play her into the hands of juftice, made the miracles 
i'eem to come from her belly, and blinded the fpe&ators at her cofl. I was aflonilhed 
at hearing this expreffion from a man who poffeffes fo much knowledge in his own Ter¬ 
ence ; but he was not one of the great wits of the place: and after all, if this theo¬ 
logical diflindion fhould in future fave a witch from the flake, on the ground, that it 
is impoffible to difiinguifh whether fhe be obfejfa or circumcejfa , the noftfenfe will have 
had its ufe. 

The prefent governor is a very intelligent man. He underflands both men and 
things, and is one of the few German bilhops who have only their own merit to thank 
for their good fortune and promotion. He is of an old but not very rich family, of 
the name of Van Erthal} and is brother to the Eledor of Mentz. His knowledge 
and adivity recommended him to the imperial court, who gave him the confpicuous 
place of imperial commiflary at the diet of Ratifbon ; there he diftinguifhed himfelf fo 
much, that the imperial court gave him this bifhopric in commendam. 

Wurtzburg alone is one of the richeft bifhoprics in the country ; the diocefe con¬ 
tains about one hundred and ninety thoufand inhabitants, and the revenue is eight 
hundred thoufand Rhenifli florins, or eighty thoufand pounds; but befides this, the 
bilhop holds the bifhopric of Bamberg, which is one of the fattefl benefices of the em¬ 
pire, and brings in about feven hundred thoufand guilders, or feventy thoufand pounds. 
Both thefe countries are in fome of the beft land in Germany. _ They abound 
plentifully in the neceffaries of life. Wurtzburg gains a great deal by its wines, which 
are carried as far as Sweden. They praifed the Stein wine to me very much. I 
tailed it, but found it very fiery and burning on the tongue. It is very full of tartar, 
and raifes thirfl. 

Agriculture feems to be well underflood in this country; but in their manufactures 
they are a great way behind, not only the northern parts of Germany, but their 
neighbours the Fuldans. Thefe make a great number of very fine damafks; with 
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which, as well as the plainer linens, they drive a good trade. The Wurtzburghers 
have no employment equally profitable. Befides this, as in winter time the Fuldaus 
employ thsmfelves in (pinning and weaving, they are infinitely better oil in their wild 
country, than the people of Wurtzburg in their paradife. TheBifhop, indeed, of the 
lafl place has a fine manufacture of looking-glafl’cs and china; but they are the only 
good manufactures of the place. The prefent Bifhop gives himfelf a great deal of 
trouble to infpire his fubje£ts with a talte for the arts. ******** 

In order to give this letter its proper length, previous to my fealing it, I made an 
excurfion into Franconia, which is the Icaft of all the circles. But the game I have 
taken in this chafe is fo very little, as to be hardly worth the poftage you will have to 
pay for it. 

Bamberg is a pretty, large, handfome, lively city, containing near twenty thoufand 
inhabitants'. What is moll remarkable in it is the gardening, which in n© part of 
Germany is fo flourifliing as it is here. Several hundred gardeners carry on a confi- 
derable trade as far as Holland, with finall pickled gerkins, a prodigious number of 
liquorice roots, onions which are looked upon as the bed in Germany, and other 
things. They alfo fupply the neighbourhood round with pot-herbs, very good apples, 
and cauliflowers. Their good ftrong beer is likewife carried as far as the Rhine. The 
common people here believe that there is no liquorice any where elfe in the world, 
and that this was planted here and given to this city as an exclufive poffellion for ever, 
by the holy Cunigunda, who lies buried in the cathedral, with her hufband Henry the 
Second. As 1 am upon the miracles of this holy pair, I cannot forbear communicating 
to you another anecdote cencerning them, which I have learned here; and I do it the 
more willingly, becaufe holy legends are the only things worth mentioning, from hence. 
Foflibly it may be known to you that Henry the Second, the founder of this bifhopric, 
was, notwithftanding his fancfity, extremely jealous of this Cunigunda; fo that in con¬ 
formity to the cuftoms of the times, he determined to have the ordeal proof of her 
chaftity. After flie had walked over the red hot plough-fhares unhurt, he of courfe 
embraced his fpoufe, and begged her pardon for the fufpicions he had entertained. It 
happened that fome time before, vieing with each other in affection towards this foun¬ 
dation, they had had two new bells put up in the cathedral After the ordeal proof 
was over, they ufed to walk together every day in the court about the cathedral at the 
time of chiming the bells. Henry’s contort was one day fo mortified at finding that 
his bell had a better tone than her’s, that in order to give her a proof of his hearty 
confidence and love, the Emperor took a golden ring from his finger, and threw it up 
into the air, when it clung round the bell fo as to deaden the found ; which continues 
dull to this day. This piece of gallantry is ahnoft too fine for the tenth and eleventh 
centuries ; but the old cathedrals of Bamberg and Wurtzburg would furnifh each of 
them a numerous, and not a very uninterefHng collection of tales of knight errantry, 
legends, and ftories of apparitions. The abundance of fuch tales is a fure proof that 
the people are idle, and have not a fuflicient number of ufefiil employments to take up 
their thoughts and con ver fa lions, Plalm-finging, to which the common people 

amongft the reformed have recourfe whenever they are tired, has not, it is true, that 
colouring of imagination which marks the amufements of the Catholics in Germany ; 
but it is more adapted to the notions of the common people, and gives them no falle 
and dangerous opinions. I cannot here pafs over an anecdote of a fpirit from Wurtz- 
bur . I was affured, that even to this day, from eleven to twelve at night, the watch 
cannot be fet in a certain ftreet, on account of a very dangerous man walking through 
it at th s time, who carries his body under his right arm. 
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Notwithftanding the excellence of the foil, the people of the biflioprics of Wurtz- 
burg and Bamberg are upon the whole extremely poor. This does not arife fo much 
from a neglect of agriculture, as from a want of frugality. It is however impoffible 
that agriculture ihould employ all the people of fo populous a country. It is no doubt 
owing to both education and ctillom, that we fee fo many beggars in a country where 
nature has (hewn herfelf fo liberal. The government of the fpiritual princes in Ger¬ 
many, which I have hitherto l'een, is much more gentle than thofe of tnoft of the tem¬ 
poral princesj and the abufe call upon them, is upon the whole very .unjuft. It re¬ 
quires many ages to make a diffipated and luxurious people frugal and induflrious. 
The relaxed manners of the Roman Catholics in Germany are in a great meafure 
owing to the falfe notions inculcated into them by their teachers. Schloffer tells us 
in his journal, that a Roman Catholic pried was accufed of herefy by one biihop and 
two univerfities, for teaching “ that felf-love was the principle of all human aftions; 
that a neglect of the earthly advantages which time and opportunity offer to men, was 
a philofophicai fin ; and that it was unlawful to do another a kindnefs, by which we 
might confiderably fuffer ourfelves.” Thefe exceffive notions of liberality and con¬ 
tempt for temporal things, are the true reafons why the Roman Catholic Germans in 
.general are, as Mr. Pilati has obferved, better hearted than the Proteftant ones. The 
number of beggars are themfelves a proof of it; for if they did not find fo many 
givers, they would foon learn to work. It would, however, be much better if there 
were no beggars, and the people were made a little more frugal. For the fame reafon it is 
that you find many more charitable foundations of all forts amongft the Catholics than 
amongft the Proteftants, though the former are fo poor. The Julius Hofpital, at 
Wurtzburg, is richer than all the foundations of the fort in the King of Pruffia’s 
dominions put together} but all thefe foundations are a new encouragement to 
luxury. 

The mendicant orders of friars find their account in their doctrines of free gifts, 
and contempt of the things of this world, (which they themfelves carefully gather;) 
and they are alfo the principal defenders of them. Exclufive of the mafles for fouls, 
which, taken altogether, do not amount to a great deal, the Catholic fecular prielts do 
not get much by the liberality of the people. 

The benefices in the cathedrals of Wurtzburg and Bamberg are looked upon as the 
bed in Germany. In good years each is worth 3500 guilders # ; but you feldom 
meet with a pried who has no more than one of them. Several of them have 
four or five prebends in as many cathedrals, and receive from 8 to 10 or 12,000 guild¬ 
ers per year. The prelates of thofe foundations receive from 20 to 30,000 florins a 
year. The whole trouble of a German canon confifts in his being obliged to relidence 
m his cathedral for a month in the year. No other qualification is required of him but 
to be able to read Latin, and prove himi'elf defcended from a good family on the mo¬ 
ther’s fide. 

In a certain epifcopal city in Germany, there is this proberb, 19 that prebends make 
themfelves.” In general you fee them hovering round the ladies. 

I am affured that every canon of Wurtzburg, at his firft entry into the chapter, re¬ 
ceives a droke with a fwitch from each of his colleagues. This extraordinary inaugu¬ 
ration is contrived with a view of preventing any prince, who of courfe cannot fubmit 
to iuch a ceremony, from defiring to be of the chapter. 


* About 350I. 
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Nurenberg is an ugly town, which grows every day more defer ted. At the end of 
the fifteenth century this town contained above fifty thoufand male inhabitants, who 
were not above one-fourth of the whole ; whereas the whole population now hardly 
amounts to a fixth part of the number. In the courte of the laft years eleven hundred 
men have died every year. Many hundred houfes Hand quite empty, and the others 
are tenanted only by fingle families. The inhabitants are (till a very induftrious people; 
and it is a very pretty fight to fee the little children employed in making the various 
toys, for the manufacture of which this place is fo difiinguifhed in Europe. 

I am f'urprifed to find fo many German writers laughing at thefe productions of the 
Nuren berg hers, and making’ a proverb of their induftry. Is not the great exportation 
of thefe commodities a fufficient junification of the mode in which thefe people employ 
their time ? But thefe reproaches arc the more unjuft becaufe Nurenberg has long 
produced artifts who vie with the beft Englifli ones, in making mathematical and phy- 
fical instruments. You meet no where, out of England, with fuch good manutadures 
in Heel, iron, and copper, as you do here. Will any man then fay he has a right to 
blame thefe people, becaufe, amidft their more important bufinefs, they find ufeful and 
profitable employments for their wives and children ? Nurenberg is far fuperior to 
Augfburg in the arts. 

The great caufe of the ruin of this town is the ariftocraey. I could not have be¬ 
lieved, had not refpedable citizens of Nurenberg told it me, the ill treatment which 
they receive from twenty or thirty families, in whofe hands the government is. From 
time to time every citizen mu ft have an inventory of his efteds taken, and I do not know 
for what reafon, give a third or fourth part of them to the regency. Excluftve of the 
evil of thefe numberlefs gifts, it is extremely bad policy in a commercial ftate, to compel 
the merchant to inform every one of the profit of his trade. Thefe patricians have like- 
wife a number of families in their intereft, amongft whom they divide the employments 
of the ftate, which are very confiderable. All this renders it not furprifing to find that 
the rich citizens leave the city, and endeavour to emancipate themfelves by taking re¬ 
fuge in the Auftrian orPruflian territories. 

The morals of the Nurenbergers are better and purer than thofe of any other Ger¬ 
man ciiy. The magiftrate is particularly anxious to put a flop to fornication. I do 
not exaggerate, but relate a real fad when I aflure you, that the young men of the 
city underwent a phyfical vifitation by fome of the members of the magiftracy attended 
by phyficians. There is a very charaderiftical print of this bufinefs, in which the de¬ 
puties are reprefented in their bufinefs with their fpeftacles upon their nofes. 

Nurenberg has a more confiderable territory belonging to it than any other imperial 
city. The number of its fubjeds in the country is eftimated at four hundred thoufand. 
Thefe the regency does not govern info arbitrary a manner as it does the inhabitants of 
the city; or if it does, this does not prevent the country from being very well culti¬ 
vated, though there is a great deal of fand about it. I have not beheld prettier vil¬ 
lages any where than there is here. Every thing befpeaks a great degree of opulence 
in the farmers, who, as well as the town’s people, remain faithful to their old drefs. 

The margraviates of Anfpach and Bareith, exhibit, in point of induftry, a ftroiig 
contraft to the induftry of the biifhoprics of Wurtzburg and Bamberg. Nature has 
not nearly been fo liberal to them; and yet the inhabitants of thofe countries, though 
loaded with much greater taxes, are in much better circumftances than thole of the 
former. The cities of Erlan, Anfpach, Schwaback, and fome others, have fome very 
good manufadures. The prefent Margrave, who is the laft branch of a houfe, which 
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promifes no new ones, is a very clever and amiable man. The well known Mademoi- 

f e llc N_is his companion ; a proof, at lead, of his good tafte. His income amounts 

to fixteen hundred thouiand Rhenilh florins, or one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds. 
His peafants are fomewhat difcontented with him fur having fold their children to the 
En'riifli. There were, indeed, great difcontents amongft the troops that were to go to 
America; but the margrave was not affected by them. He feems determined to make 
as much of that country as he can, upon the principle that after his death it is to fall into 

other hands. ..... 

The remainder of Franconia is compofed of a number of fmall principalities. The 
people here in general fuffer very great oppreflion. '1 hofe are particularly miierable 
whofe mailers relide in the great courts; for, by this means, they are not only deprived 
of thefpendingof great fums amongft them, but are fubjeded to the tyranny of defpotic 
fervants* who are always worfe than the mailers* and choofe to have their fbare of the 
plunder. The locum tarns of a well known dutchy in Franconia, hardly keeps his place 
more than feven or eight years, in which fiiort time he commonly laves enough to be 
no longer a fervant. This will, no doubt, make you think of the fervants of the Eng- 
lifh Eaft-India company, who hare called nabobs at their return ; which they, literally 
fpeaking, are, at the expence of the Indians. It is thanks to franding armies that the 
people of this country are as quiet as they are under their nabobs. In the famous re¬ 
bellion which broke out in 1425, and has been fo well defcribed by Gothe, in his Gofs 
of Beriichingen, they treated the princes, dukes, and other gteat perfons, in a very 
ftran-Te manner. A number of thefe ruffians having made themfelves mailers of fome 
callles belonging to the marquiffes of Hohenlo, put collars round their necks, and cried 
out under their nofe,How are we mailers of 1 lohenloc, and ye are nothing ? It was 
very impolitic in the imperial cities of Franconia, Suabia, and the circles of the Rhine, 
to be acceffary at that time’in fubduing the peafants. At prefent the oppreflion of the 
prince falls as heavily upon them as it does on their own fubjeds; a thing they might 
have forefeen, as thefe princes were already fo powerful, by means of theii handing 
armies* that the falvation of the cities would have been to make a, common cnuie with 
the peafants againlt them, as without the afliltance then afforded by thefe cities, the in- 
furgents would not have been fubdued j for the now fo weak, cities of Halie, Bopnii- 
gen, Dunckelfpuhl, Nordlingen, &c. were at that time more formidable to the rebellious 
peafants, than the greatell princes j but they have now no longer any fuch fortunate 
opportunity to exped. 


LETTER LXI. 

Francfort. 

I CAME hither through the Speffart, which is the thickeft foreft I have met with in 
the common road. In the fpace of twenty-feven miles, I faw only a Angle village and 
an hunting box. The reft was almofl intirely wood and hill. NotwithHanding all this, 
the road is a very wonderful one; and the Eledor of Mentz, to whom the greateft part 
of the country belongs, keeps it very clear from robbers. For twenty years paft there 
have hardly been two inilances of any peribn having been attacked in thefe frightful 
forefts; and at prefent they are fo fecure, that you may travel thiough them in the 
night without any apprehenfions. At Afchaffenburg, a pretty German town, there are 
always thirty huffars, who travel through the Speffart at dated times, in older to pre¬ 
vent the poffibility of an accident. If alt the princes of Germany were to make ufe of 
their forces for thefe purpofes, there would be no caufe to complain or their military 
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effobli foments, or the tyrannical manner in which their hufbandmen are treated. The 
beauty and falubrity of its fi tuation, encouraged me to make an excurlion as far as Al- 
c' affenburg. At fome diftance north anti eaftward, you fee the Speffort, which forms 
a half circle round this city, and protects it from the high winds* The country about 
this city is uncommonly fruitful. It is famous for producing a great number of apple- 
trees, with the fruit of which they make a cyder, which only a connoifleur can diitin- 
guifo from true wine. It is often exported to the north as a Rhenifh, I tailed fome of 
it that was feven years old ; it had a great deal of fire, but colls twenty-four creutzers 
the bottle, a price for which you may have very good wine. 

The government encourages the people to make as much as poffible of the advantage 
of their fttuaiion. They have planted mulberry-trees, and have made fome very good 
experiments on filk-worms. On the banks of the Maine, near the city, there is a fine 
alley, which runs through a very extended plain. You meet here with a curious me¬ 
morial of the fixteenth century. An old German knight, as big as the life, and armed 
at all points, is kneeling before a crucifix, at the bottom of which he has depofited his 
helmet. The whole has the appearance of an inimenfe pyramid, of which the crofs 
forms the head, and the knight and his appurtenances the lower parts. The work is 
extremely good, and altogether exhibits a very finking appearance to the beholder. 

Jrancfoit is a fine large city. There is no town in Germany which has larger or 
more magnificent inns than thofe of this place. Excepting Hamburgh, this is the only 
imperial city which keeps up all its priftine fplendour. Whilft N urea berg, Augfburg, 
and feveral.others about it, are going to decay, it continues to thrive and to improve* 
The outfides of the houles are very fplendid, and the fly le of the architefture fhews that 
the inhabitants know how to lay out their money with tafte. There are about thirty 
inhabitants in the place who are worth a million of livres ; and you may name above 
thirty Galviniftic houfes, who have thirty thoufand guilders* The number of very rich 
.Catholics and Lutherans, is not lefs : fo that in all there may be about two hundred 
houies who have incomes of one hundred thoufand guilders *, and above* There is a 
high appearance of affluence throughout. The furniture of their houfes, their gardens, 
equipage, drefs, and female ornaments, every thing, in fhorr, befpeaks a ft ate above the 
ordinary citizen, and which approaches the extreme of magnificence. 

The trade of Francfort is extremely hurtful to Germany* According to the accounts 
given me by a very underftanding merchant of this place, the exports of German com¬ 
modities by this channel hardly amount to a tenth of the imports from France, Holland, 
Italy, and other countries. The former confift of iron and other rough or worked 
metals, (which are exported moftiy into France and Holland) of wine, linen, and other 
infignificant articles. The latter, on the contrary, are made up of ail kinds of fpices, 
female ornaments, handkerchiefs, filks, and in fhort, all the expenfive articles of luxury 
furnifhed by Italy, France, and Holland. In-a word, Francfort is the great canal by 
which the gold of the empire runs out. The lofs which this place brings on the^coun- 
tries about the upper parts of the Rhine, Danube, and Maine, may be judged of by the 
value of the louis-d’ors. As all the payment of this place to France and Holland, mutt 
be made in this coin, they are commonly worth twelve creutzer more here than in the 
other parts of Germany, the country about the Lower Rhine only excepted, which 
drives the fame kind of unpatriotic trade. The older people of this place, as well as in 
Bavaria, Franconia, and Suabia, remember the times, when, after the operations of 
Lewis XIV, our louis and crown pieces were the coin the moft commonly to be met 
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with in the country. But now they are very feldom found in the ordinary courfe of 
trade- Very few of them were recoined, as the mint cannot cope with the high agio 
given by the merchants in the courfe of exchange. They are, however, fent in heaps 
to Holland, and twenty creutzer for every loois-d'or is paid above the market price. 

There are feme woollen, carpet, and cotton manufactures here, and in the country 
round. Thefe belong in part to the merchants of the place, but are moft of them only 
rented by them, and a great part of the woollen manufactures of Hanau, are fold by 
third hands here. Upon the whole, the entire trade of this place is a mere Jewifb bufi- 
neis, which employs very few hands profitably, and is in a great meafure fupported by 
the internal confumption. The greateft merchants of this place are not afliamed of being 
brokers m f and a great number of traders, with revenues of from forty to fifty or fixty 
thoufand guilders, do only commiffion bufinefs ; whereas, if they had more activity, 
and the true fpirit of induftry, they might make ufe of their money to more advantage 
in manufactures. 

The fituation of the place fecures it the perpetual enjoyment of the advantages which 
have made it fo rich. It lies in the mid ft of the beft part of Germany, in a country, 
the natural wealth of which is favourable to luxury, and which is broken into fo many 
final! ftates, that there is no caufe to fear the prohibition of foreign wares. It has not, 
like Dantzick, which carries on the fame kind of trade, but is now nearly ruined by 
Pruffia and Poland, powerful and enlightened neighbours to cope with, who are atten¬ 
tive to lofe no advantages that may be procured to their own fubjefts. 

Francfort contains thirty-four thoufand inhabitants, including the ftrangers eonftantly 
refident, Thofe who come for the fair are generally eflimated at fome thoufands. 
Amongft thefe, there were at laft fpring fair fifty princes. As the way to the principal 
high roads of Germany lies through this place, all the perfons of conlequence who go 
to the baths and watering places, commonly take Francfort in their way to them. This 
occafions a concourfe of good company ; and the apparatus of the fair, together with 
the liberty of living which prevails at thefe times, form together an intereffing fpedtacle. 
The German nobility come herefrom many caules, fuch as payments and faiesof many 
kinds to make, the neighbourhood of powerful courts, and various other reafons- 

The government, which was formerly very rigid, has now fomewhat relaxed, and 
endeavours to make the ftay of ftrangers as agreeable to them as can be. During the 
fair, there are play-houfes, concerts, a Vaux-hall, fine walks, public dancing-booths, 
and women of the town in abundance. A village in this neighbourhood called Bora- 
heim, is famous ail over Germany for its brothels. 

Excepting at the time of the fair, ftrangers, who are generally here in great numbers, 
are but ill treated. As Francfort is one of the few imperial cities who have freed them- 
felves from the tyranny of the excife fyftem, the magiitrates, who have loft confiderably 
by lofing it, endeavour to make themfelves amends by making ftrangers feel the weight 
of their privileges. For inftance, the innkeepers will not allow a ftranger to take up 
his quarters at a private houfe, even though he eats at his inn. The little jealoufy in¬ 
cident to fmaller ftates, but which you would not expert to meet with in a city fo con- 
fpicuous as this is for its ton* fometimes alfo plays ftrangers fcurvy tricks, A few years 
fmce, two miftrefies of a German prince, with large revenues, fettled here, and fpent 
large films of money. After a time they were baniflied the city by the magifixates, under 
pretence that they led dilfipated and idle lives ; but the true reafon was, that the ladies 
of the place, who could not aftord to fpend as much money as they did, grew jealous of 
them* 
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The ever increafing luxury of the Germans, particularly of thole who inhabit the 
countries round this place, the habit the German noMcfe are under of coming hither to 
make a figure, the increafing care of the magi (Irate to procure ftrangers every kind of 
pleafure, the admirable roads which lead hither from every part of Germany, and the 
excellent inns, are the reafons why this fair is of late years more and more frequented. 
It is now vifited by French and Englifh, who meet here with every article of luxury 
they can defire. 

In general the inhabitants of this place are rather fti'ff in their carriage. There is, 
however, fome excellent company to be met with amongft them, Amongft the patri¬ 
cians there are feveral very refpedtable per fans of good nobility who have no lhare in 
the magistracy. 

Francfort has ever fupplied, and fiill continues to fupply Germany with fome of its 
firft-rate literati \ and you meet here with well-informed men in every branch of the 
arts and fciences. The only thing w hich hands in the way of liberty of thought, and 
refinement of manners, and alfd affefls trade and induftry confiderably, is the inquifi- 
torial hate of the Lutheran clergy, who are here the principal church. The reformed, 
who, in proportion of their numbers, are without a doubt the rich eft part of the inhabi¬ 
tants, have not yet been able, with all their pains, to obtain the liberty of worfhipping 
God publicly ; though the Catholics, whole religion differs much more than theirs, from 
that of the eftablifhed church, have more chapels than any other fe£t, and the Jews have 
a public and very confiderable fynagogue. 

The number of Jews fettled here is about fix thoufand. There are fome who are 
worth a million, and vie with the Chriftians in every articles of expence. Their induftry 
is not to be conceived. They are pimps, language-matters, fencing-matters, dancing- 
matters, writing and arithmetic matters, and their daughters are at the fervice of the 
uncircumcifed. Thefe who go into their ft reefs, are in danger of being prefied to death 
by them. They fall upon ftrangers by dozens, and compel them to buy their wares* 
It is very difficult for a man to difentaogle himfelf from them without the help of a good 
ftick * and they call to ftrangers from the diftance of three or four hundred paces. The 
houfes of their weli-encompaffcd ftreets are filled to the very roofs with inhabitants. In 
feven of thetii, which hardly occupied a fpace of fifty yards, and were burned down fome 
years fince, there were twelve hundred perfons. On the other hand, there is often only 
one family in the houfes belonging to the rich. This is the fign of an incredible afflu¬ 
ence, for houfe-rent is dearer in thefe ftreets, than in any part of London, Paris, or any 
other great city, There is a law which forbids the Jews to live any where out qf their 
ftreets; but the magiftrare winks at the breaking of it, and only renews it from time 
to time to extort money from thofe who chopfe to live el feu here. 

The celebrated colleges here are a wonderful iuftiturion. Thefe confift of affocia- 
tions of people of the fame rank, who affembl! on a certain day. There are colleges of 
nobility, of artifts of all kinds, of bookfellers, of doctors of law and phyfic ; and, in 
ftiort, of all orders. It is not difficult for a ft ranger to be introduced to thefe, and the 
advantage he derives by it, of being acquainted in an hour with the moft reputable peo¬ 
ple of his own rank, is incredible. 

The government of this city is of a mixed kind, and very intricate. The cqnteft be¬ 
tween the ariftocracy and democracy is warmer here than in any other city in Germany* 
Hardly a year palTes but the burghers begin a new law-fuit with the council, or the 
council with the burghers. The confequence is, that as law-fuits carried before [he 
imperial court are of very long duration, the law-fuits of the city of Francfort againll 
itfelf, already amount to fome dozens, 1 have it from good authority, that the'ttate 
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has hud out 30,000 rix-dollars, in the laft twenty years, annually, in expences for law- 
fuits carried 011 betwixt its own citizens. And as the fpirit of pettyfogging and litigiouf- 
liefs is ho where higher than it is here, Francfort is likewife engaged in perpetual dif- 
putes with the Princes, Dukes, and Marquifles round it, much to the advantage of the 
lawyers of Vienna and Wefslar. The colts of thefe, during the above-mentioned pe¬ 
riod, have amounted to 20,000 rix-dollars annually; fo that when we come to caft up 
ftate expences, we may lay this Angle article at 50,000 rix- dollars. The annual revenue 
of the ftate is about 600,000 guilders, or 30,0001., which are moftly raifed from the 
excife and cuftoms. The contributions of the burghers, which are a kind of tax, are 
very numerous. They are laid on according to the true principles of a commercial com¬ 
monwealth. They are divided into two portions, viz. the large tax of 50 guilders, and 
the fmaller, of 25 guilders per annum. Every burgher has the liberty of paying to 
the large or fmall fund, and confequently taxes himfelf. If I iniftake not, an income 
of 30,000 guilders fubjects a man to pay the higher tax; but the magiftracy of this place 
has nor, like thofe of Nurenberg, the right, i'o contrary to the true fpirit of trade, of 
taking an inventory of the eircumftances of a merchant. This leaves the merchants at 
liberty to value their eftates over or under the Sine of limitation; and it is evidently the 
intereft of every merchant to pafs for a man of an eftate of more than 30,000 guilders, 
and contribute to the large tax.—Theclafs of inhabitants to which all the reformed, anil 
likewife a large part of the Catholics belong, have greater taxes to pay. The latter 
may, by favour of the magiftracy, arrive at the rights of burgeffes, but not take part 
in the government. The former are entirely excluded from the power of becoming 
burgeffes. 

LETTER LX 1 I. 

Mentz. 

THE country between this place and Francfort, particularly that in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Mentz, is one of the richeft I have hitherto feen, and the road is the bell and 
handfomeft I have met with in Germany. Till within three miles of Francfort, it is in 
a ftraight line, raifed, paved, and guarded on both fides with high ftones, which fecure 
the foot-paflengers from waggons and horfes. The only defect in this road is, that it 
is too narrow in the middle for two waggons to pafs. All the roads through the do¬ 
main of the city of Francfort are built in the fame magnificent ft vie, fo that it is efti- 
mated that every three miles has coft the city above 60,000 guilders, or 6000I. The 
cbauffle in the one-and-twenty miles belonging to Mentz, is not raifed in fo expenfive a 
ftyle as that of Francfort, but it is broader j it is planted with trees on both fides all the 
way, and very well kept. Here and there you meet with noble alleys of walnut and 
other fruit-trees, the villages at the end of which exhibit beautiful perfpetlives. There 
is hardly a road in Germany more frequented than this; the place of polt-mafter of Ha- 
terfheiin, a place midway between the two cities, is the belt of any of the territories of 
the imperial free cities. In the territory of Mentz, each horfe pays two-pence chauffee 
money at every poll;, and each of the three polls bring in 6000 guilders. At leaf! fe- 
venty-two thoufand horfes pafs this road every year, be fides a great number of horfes 
belonging to private perfons, not taken into the account. There likewife go every day 
between the two cities two large veflbls, which are conftantly filled with men and mer¬ 
chandize. I met with waggons on this road, which, at a diftance, looked like large 
houfes. They were drawn by fixteen or eighteen horfes, and, as the waggoners allured 
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me, carried loads of one hundred and forty or one hundred and fifty hundred weight. 
They generally go from Francfort to Strafburg. 

We came (firough the pretty little city of Hochft, which is fituated very pleafantly 
and wholefomely, on an elevation fix miles from Francfort. I fhould not have made 
mention of this place, blit to let right a miftake into which Mr. Moore has fallen; in 
doing which I fhall have occafion to lay before you a very remarkable infiance of the 
political raifinanagement of two different governments. 

Near this little town you fee a magnificent conn try-houfe, the architecture of which 
is not very good. The builder is an Italian of the name of Bolongaro, who, without a 
penny of original fortune, has found means to acquire, entirely by his own mduftry, a 
capital of from a million to a million and a half of guilders. He made his fortune en¬ 
tirely by the fnuff which bears his name, which is (till extremely liked throughout all 
Germany. This man was ranked in the clafs of inhabitants; I do not know exactly 
whether he was defirous to leave the city, or whether the government of Francfort had 
occafion to tax him afrelh as an out-burgher; be that as it may he was called upon to 
lay an account of his ciremnftances before the regency. He offered an immenfe fum 
of money if they would take his word for the fum total, without defcending into parti¬ 
culars; but nothing would fatisfy them but an inventory, which they infiffed on with 
all the obftinacy and harfhnefs of a fmall ftate. It fo happens that there is a compact 
fubfifting between the ftates of Mentz and Francfort, by which the burgeffes of the one 
are allowed to migrate to the other, without let or moleftation. Bolongaro determined 
to feize the opportunity to revenge himfelf of a government who had treated him fo ill. 
He accordingly built at Hochft, and became a fubjeft of Mentz, which faved him from 
the neceflity of laying an inventory of his eft ate before the magistracy of Francfort, and 
enabled him to go there as often as he pleafed, without leaving a creutzer * behind him. 
Mr. Moore fays that the immenfe palace which he has built at Hochft, ftands quite 
empty; but we fha.ll eafily conceive how much bufinefs is carried on there, if we con- 
fider that Mr. Bolongaro now pays at leaft 8000 guilders lefs to the cuftoms at Franc- 
fort than he did before, when his whole bufineis was done in that city. He has alfo 
contrived that great part of the confignments feht from Bremen, Hamburgh, and the 
feveral parts of Heftia and Hanover into Suabia, Alfatia, and Switzerland, fhould go 
through Hochft inftead of going through Francfort as they did before. The legiflature 
of Mentz has much facilitated this by building him a crane an the Maine, before his 
palace. 

Mr. Bolongaro has carried his revenge fttll farther. He took Mr. Beggiora, one of 
the acuteft and moll intelligent of his countrymen, out of one of the beft houfes of 
Francfort, and entered into partnerfhip with him for eftablifhing a commerce in drugs, 
the mod capital branch of trade in Francfort, at Hochft. The bare firm of Mr. Bolon¬ 
garo was ot unfpeakable fervice to this trade, and foon repaid him, with intereft, the 
fums he had advanced; but befides this, the partner enjoyed the exemption of cuftoms 
which Bolongaro had obtained from the regency of Mentz, for twenty years. The 
confequence was, that this new branch of trade was opened to fo much advantage, as 
foon to put 160,000 guilders, or i6,oool. into Mr. Bolongaro’s pocket. All this 
fhews that the regency of Francfort committed a great offence againft the profperity of 
the country, by the perfecution of Mr. Bolongaro; and that Mr. Moore, who doubl- 
lefs faw Bolongaro’s building in company with the Francfortians, and through their 
eyes, would not have found it fo empty if he had feen it with his own. 
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The regency of Mentz were not* however, guilty of a Ids fault in their adoption ef 
Mr. Bolongaro, than that of Francfort in their perfecution of him* The poffeflbrs of 
millions are not always beneficial inhabitants to a fmall ftate; on the contrary, a couple 
of dozen of weavers* looms, which iupport an induftrious man in a creditable manner, 
are at all times of more value than ever fo many palaces of this Bolongaro kind. The 
court of Mentz has paid very dearly for the honour of having this rich man for its fub- 
jedt, by entering into contracts very advantageous to him, but much other wife to the 
ftate. Mr Bolongaro engaged to fpend a certain fum, I believe 20,000 guilders *, every 
year, during twenty years, in building at Hochft. Tor this the government of Mentz 
granted him an exemption of all cuftoms for twenty years, an i [limited freedom of trade, 
as much Hone as he chofe to take from the ruins of an old cable, and four horfes free 
from taxes for his own ufe* The exemption of cuftoms alone, and the liberty to leave 
Francfort, are more than an equivalent for the promifed buildings of twenty years ; but 
even thefe laft he has contrived to turn entirely to his own advantage. He had made 
the regency of Mentz believe, in his boafting and magnificent manner, that in the courfe 
of the twenty years, he would build them a fuperb new town, which he propofed to call 
Emmerickftadf, in honour of the dead elector 5 but all he did was to build fome houfes 
adjoining to his palace, which no doubt Mr, Moore took for the wings of it. It is 
certain that Mr. Bolongaro fcarce expended half the yearly fum he had covenanted to 
do ; and that for many years the whole town of Emmerickftadt, from whence he dated 
his letters to all the world, was occupied by his own compting-houle only. 

Still, however, might the regency of Mentz have been excufable for laying out fo 
much in the acquifition of this rich citizen, had fome part of his money at leaft been 
devoted to the employment of ufeful hands, or fome part of his fubftanee fpent for the 
benefit of the ftate; bur excepting a few plaifterers and carpenters, no fubjedt of Mentz 
has feen a penny of Mr, Bolongaro^s money. Almoft all his tobacco is prepared out 
of the country, and even the greateft part of it exported from Francfort, where his prin¬ 
cipal warehoufes and magazines ft ill are. He only removed that part of his trade to 
Hochft, which he could not carry on fo well at Francfort, and availed himfelf of the 
privileges of a citizen of Mentz, to hurt the former city, without being of the leaft- ufe 
to the latter: nay, it is ftill free for him or his heirs to leave Hocft whenever they 
pleafe, and make it up with Francfort, In the mean time he has built himfelf a palace 
for the fummer in the cheapeft manner, and fur rounded it with common houfes, the 
rents of which will richly pay him for the fums he has laid out upon them. 

This, however, was only a political error in the regency of Mentz; but the univerfal 
liberty of trade granted to Mr, Bolongaro is an unpardonable offence, both againft mo¬ 
rals and politics. This man, who originally was lower than the dirt in the iireets, be¬ 
came a miracle of popular infolence. There are examples of his.niggardlinefs, which 
almoft furpafs all conception, and they are the more ftrongfronx being a Angular contrail: 
to the brutal and offenfive magnificence that is peculiar to him. The pride of doing 
mifchief, has led him to make his fellow-citzens feel the weight of his money in every 
tranfaftion by which a penny is to be got. There were eight or nine retail merchants 
in the little town of Hochft, who contrived to live honourably, and carry on a fin all 
trade. Mr. Bolongaro could not reft contented with the great advantage his own com¬ 
merce enjoyed from the exclufive privilege given him, but he mult make ufe of it, if 
not to the total ruin, to the manifeft oppreffion of thefe poor people. He therefore 
opened a druggift*s Ihop for the fale of his goods in the retail way. The regency of 


y 2000k 



Mentz, 


RIESBEeK*S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY# 


£46 

Mental, though acting upon much better principles than any other of the ccclefiaflkal 
flates of Germany, had flili not fenfe enough to fee that eight middling and decent trades* 
people are a greater acquifidon to 2 country than one very rich one* even when the ca¬ 
pital of the latter is a thoufand times greater than that of the former. 

Mr. Boiongaro’s abjeft fpirit carried him flili farther. He wanted a monopoly of all 
the molt important articles of commerce, and to obtain it, offered the regency a large 
fum ; but this the prefent prince would not accept. 

To fill up the meafure of his crimes, Bolongaro brought a complaint againfl the fifh- 
ermen of the place, for having hurt fome tree or flatue in his garden, and infilled on 
their bring deprived of the privilege of fifhing in the river Nid, which runs under the 
wall of his garden into the Maine. This too the regency was weak and wicked enough 
to grant: thus robbing of their bread a number of poor families, in order to ferve a 
wretch, whofe ch a rafter I cannot better fum up, than by telling you he gave an old 
friend, who had met with misfortunes, and was come a great way in hopes of receiving 
afiifiance from this profperous countryman of his, a fihgle four feus pkee and that the 
worft he could pick out of Ills purfe. 

I fhould not have detained you thus long with this trifling incident, but to ffiew how 
fondly the ftnall flates of Germany purchafe the power of doing each other harm ; for 
there is no doubt but the defire of hurting Francfort was the true caufe that led the re¬ 
gency of Mentz to give this ridiculous proteftion. 

I vifited the china manufacture at Hochft ; it is not hitherto in very brilliant circum- 
flances ; it is divided into fbares, the poffeffors of which are not men calculated to do 
what is bell for the whole: they are, however, hard at work upon plans to improve it. 
Among 11 other people engaged in them, I vifited Mr. Melchior, who is certainly one of 
the greateft ftatuaries now exifting, and has an imfpeakable love for his art. There are 
but few great works of his, though what he has done in this way is inimitable; but he is 
without a rival in fmall models, and it is to his labours that this poreelane manufactory 
owes its celebrity. 

The villages and farms which we met with on the way to Francfort hither, would pafs 
for towns in Bavaria, or the north of Germany. They all befpeak a high ft ate of opu¬ 
lence in the inhabitants. The beggars one occafionally fees, are a confequence of the 
way of thinking of the German catholics, and the opinions of their governors, which I 
mentioned in fpeakingof Wurtzburg. A peafant is in general extremely happy through¬ 
out the whole country. He is almofl: everywhere a freeman, and oppreffed with 110 
hard taxes. A little more care to provide employments for the hands that could be 
fpared from agriculture, with a little more attention to education, in order to infpire the 
people with a greater difgufl to begging, would make this government almofl perfeft. 
In the neighbouring country of Darmftadt, which I likewife vifited from Francfort, the 
peafant is by no means fo rich as the inhabitant of the territory of Mentz, for nature 
has not been fo liberal to him, and he is loaded with more taxes; but he is cleaner and 
more aftive j nor will you fee fo many beggars in the flreets of Barmftadt. 

Till within fix miles of Mentz, the inhabitants live chiefly on their agriculture. The 
earth yields uncommon returns, and the corn of this country is imported far and wide 
on the Rhine. There are alfo large quantities of fruits and greens of all kinds \ excel¬ 
lent alparagus and cabbage are the food of the moft common people : nor is there a 
place in Germany where the people are fo fond of them, or have a greater fupply of 
provifions of this kind. Great fhipdoads of their cabbages* as well raw as pickled, are 
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carried down the Lower Rhine, as far as Holland. The Iitile city of C.roneburg, fitu- 
ated on an eminence fix miles off the main road, drives a trade with Holland to the 
amount of 8000 guilders a year for apples, cyder, and chefnuts, of which laft it has large 
groves. All the villages of the country lie in orchards of trees, and command large 
Weltis of corn below.' Thefe numerous orchards make the country look a little poor, 
though it is as well cultivated as any other part of Germany. In the {trip of land which 
lies betwixt Francfort, Mentz, and the neareft hills to the north of Mentz, containing 
a fpace of about twelve miles long, and fix broad, they reckon eight little cities, 
five large market towns, and about eighty villages, few of which contain lefe titan fixty 

families. t , 

At Wickeard, a place which is fix miles from Mentz, the nature of the country mtirely 
changes; an arm of the large mountain called Wetteraw, extends itfeli here to the banks' 
of the Maine, and forms a couple of large hills, on the one of which, Wickeard, and on 
the other, Hocheim is fituated. The fouthera and weftern fides of the former produce 
,an excellent wine. The eaftern fide of the fecond yields admirable corn; and the parts 
of it expofed to the fout-h and weft, afford the moft delicious wine, without comparison, 
of all Germany. The little village of Hocheim, from whence the Englilh give all kinds 
of Rhenifh wine the name of Hock, contains about three hundred families. A prettier 
village I have not feen. It belongs to the chapter of Mentz, the Dean of which enjoys 
the revenue of it; in a good year he makes from 12 to 15,000 guilders of his wine. 
He and the Auguftines of Mentz and Francfort, have the exclusive enjoyment of the 
bed Hocheimer wine, of which, in good years, a piece, confiding of one.hundred raea- 
fures, fells for from goo to 1000 guilders from the prefs. This is certainly one of the 
dearell; wines in the world. Having a defire to tafte it on the fpot, we were obliged to 
pay a rix dollar ; it was, however, of the beft vintage in this century, to wit, that of 
1766. Nor fhould we have had it, but for an advocate of Mentz, to whom the hoftefe 
meant to fhew favour. This was the firft German wine I had met with which was in- 
tirely without any four tafte: it was quite a perfume to the tongue ; whereas the other 
wine of Hocheim, let it be as good as it may, is not quite clear of vinegar; though for 
this alio, if it has any age, you are forced to pay a guilder and a half. The whole way 
from Hocheim to Mentz, was the moft beautiful of the whole journey during three miles. 
It lay along the hope of the hill, covered with vineyards, which are fhaded from tly; road 
by beautiful fruit-trees. This defeent commands a beautiful profpea, over a finally but 
uncommonly rich country, terminated by the conflux 01 the Rhine and Mattie. I he 
fine wine does not grow on this fide of the hill, but on the other, from hence yon de* 
feend into a vale, watered by a little rivulet, where corn-fields, meadows, and orchards, 
form the prettied profpeft imaginable. At the left, through an orchard of fruit-trees, 
you fee the beautiful village of" Koftheim. The way then winds through the orchards 
and vineyards of the large village of Caflel, which appears directly oppofite to Mentz, 
at the end of a fine alley leading to the banks of the Rhine. 

As foon as you arrive at the bridge of boats acrofs the Rhine, you are ftruck with one 
of the moft magnificent fpectades that it is poffible for human imagination to conceive. 
The proud ftream which has now {wallowed up the Maine, and is fourteen hundred feet 
bread, comes out of a plain which extends as far as the'borizon ; but at Mentz large 
hills come athwart ils courfe, and compel it, after forming fome iflands, to change the 
northern diredion, which it has kept from Switzerland hither, for a weftern one. It is 
thefe hills, on the flopes of which you behold feveral habitations, which form that cele¬ 
brated amphitheatre called the Rhinegau, the throne of the German Bacchus. T. he 
Rhine ftill keeps the beautiful green fo much admired in S witzerland ; and even at feme 
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dittnnee below this city, the difference of its waters and thofe of the muddy Maine, is 
eaftly to be difeerned. Directly before your eyes you have the city of Mentz, which 
pr dents itfelf with a tnajetty not to be deferibed. 1 he niimberlels boats which deck its 
banks, as well as the numerous and magnificent towers of its churches, are reflected by 
the clear ttream. The length of the city towards the Rhine, including the fortifications, 
is at leaft a mile and a half! Atnidtt the large and fomething dark mafs of old build¬ 
ings, you fee now and then a few new ones (trike out, which form a pleating contrail. 
Boih the houfes towards the Rhine, and thofe at the two ends of the city, are here and 
there ornamented with a rich green. In a word, the fituation of Dreldeo, magnificent 
as it is, is hardly to be compared with that of Mentz. 

When you come into the city the beauty of the profpeft is much changed. The 
ftreets are dark, narrow, and not very clean.—But before 1 fay any thing more of Mentz, 

I mutt give you an account of fome excurfions I made from Francfort into the neigh* 
bouring cities. 

1 took a ride to Darmftadt, which is a final 1 but lovely place. At Francfort (hey had 
deferibed the people to me as ftiff, but I found the circle in which I lived, and which 
confifted of Fome counfellers and officers, uncommonly affable, genteel, and eafy. In¬ 
deed were it in my power, I wifh for no better company to make me relitti life than that 
I met with at Darmftadt j nor do I know a place where I fhould pitch my tent fo wil¬ 
lingly, if it depended upon rnyfelf to fix the place of my abode. You are iu the midft 
of feveral large cities, not far diftant from each other. The company is fuch as you can 
only meet with in large cities. The air is good ; the provifions cheap ; and you have 
it always in your power to unite the city and country life. Add to this, that the popu¬ 
larity of the court, the delicate Englifh garden open to every body, the magnificent pa¬ 
rade, the number of agreeable women, and the hunting parties, which are to be made 
at no great expence, render it a mo ft definable habitation. 

The talents of the reigning prince are altogether of the military kind. He refides little 
at Darmftadt; but the hereditary prince, who is conftantly there, is one of the molt 
agreeable and beft men in the world. He knows nothing of the hauteur which encom- 
paffes fornany other German princes, and baniflies ftrangers from them. The income 
of this court is eftimated to amount to 1,150,000 Rhenifh guilders, or about 115,000 
pounds j a great part, however, of this, is appropriated to the payment of the principal 
or intereft of old debts. —This is the fituation of all the German courts. 

This part of the territory of Darmftadt, which lies betwixt the Rhine, the Maine, the 
Bergftraffe, and the Odenvvald, is the mod confiderable of them in extent, but by no 
means the beft; it is .made up chiefly, of fandy plains and thick forefts, the. beft part of 
which is the Black Wood. Some diftrifls on the Bergftraffe and the Odenwald are un¬ 
commonly fruitful; but in general the poffefiions of this houfe, which' lay in the Wet- 
terau, are much richer than this part of the marqui&te of Caffeneln-Bogen. Notwith- 
ftanding this, there is a great degree of opulence amongft the peafants; their induftry, 
and the activity and wifdom of the government, making up for what nature has refufed 
them. The villages in this co ntry have an uncommonly neat and gay afpeft. The 
corn a Horded by thefe fandy plains, the quantity of wood, and the large quantity of gar¬ 
den fluff, together with the other produce of their agriculture, bring confiderable funis 
to the country. The little hamlet of Gerau fells from 4 to 5000 guilders-worth of cab¬ 
bage, which is looked upon as the beft in this country, every year. The afparagus of 
Darmftadt are famous all over Germany for their beauty and fize: at feveral places they 
likewife make a wine, which is very tolerable. 
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The peafants of this country are a very ftrong and handfome race of men, well boned 
and well fine wed. Better or more active troops than the three Darin Had t regiments of 
infantry, are not tovbe feen in Germany j the Pruffian troops themfelves not excepted. 
They conlilt of about fix thoufand men. The regiment of them quartered at Pinna- 
fentz isvifited and admired by our officers from Stratzburg, Landau, Fort Lewis, and 
orlier places. It is indeed a pattern of difcipline, ccconomy, and good behaviour. The 
wonderful military talents of the Prince of Darmftadt give the greatefl expectations of 
the regiment called formerly the Royal Baviere, which he commanded in our army. 
The prince is commonly much blamed for his military turn ; but his troops are really 
no detriment to the country ; it is incredible how little they celt; and as they have fre¬ 
quent furloughs granted, agriculture futiers nothing from them : they are, in fact, only 
a well-difciplmed and well-regulated militia. Nor is the military education without its 
advantages in other refpects ; one immediately fees, upon looking at thefe peafants, that 
they have feen fervice ; for the natural confluences of it, a peculiar degree of order, 
cleanlinefs, and activity, diflmguifh them front their neighbours. Nor are thefe troops 
commodities for the market, like thofe of many other German princes. The Englifh 
dealer. General Fawcet, offered a much higher price for them than what he gave the 
Landgrave of Heffe; but he met with a flat denial, though his money would have been 
of great fervice for the payment of old debts. 

In my way from AfchafFenburg to Francfort, I came through Hanau. The country 
belonging to the prince of that name produces a great deal of corn, wood, w : ne, and 
fair, which may bring in about 50,000 Rhenifh guilders, or about 5000 pounds yearly. 
Hanau is a very pretty and well-peopled city, in which there are feveral manufactures, 
particularly of woollen fluffs. The reigning prince is the molt amiable man I have yet 
met with amongft the German potentates. Every flranger who has either rank, merit, 
or knowledge, to diltinguifli him, is feeure of a good reception at his court. I am ac¬ 
quainted with no perlbn of that high rank, who lets a ftranger feel his elevation fo little 
as this i'overeign does. He can fo thoroughly diveft himfelf of his ftation, that I know 
few perfons who equal him either in the choice or enjoyment of the pleafures of fcciety. 
His brother is as amiable as himfelf: they are both zealous free-mafons. He is blamed, 
as well as the Prince of Darmftadt, on account of the number of his troops; but as he 
is heir of Caffel, the government of which is intirdy military, this reproach is of little 
c on feq uence. 

Francfort commands a mod beautiful country on all fides. The villages and hamlets 
of this country Would pals for towns in other places. In all Bavaria there is not a city, 
excepting Munich only, which can vie with the hamlet of Hofenbach, three miles diflant 
from Francfort, either in beauty, population, or riches. 

I made an excurfion, with a gentleman of Francfort, to Mom berg von der 
Hobe, the refidence of a prince of the Iloufe of Hefle, who takes his name from 
this little town. The territory of this prince eqnfifts only of a few fmail vil¬ 
lages, in one of which there is a very rich colony of Huguenots. The proper name of 
this is Frederickfdorf, but in the whole country they call it Walfchdorf. This arifes from 
our being called Welches in this country; a name which in Bavaria and Auflria is com- 
monly given to the Italians. There are good manufactures here, particularly of vari¬ 
ous woollen fluffs. The court is like the city, exceedingly fmail; but ftrangers are 
made very welcome. The Princefs, who is a filler to the late Grand Duchels of Ruf- 
fia, the Duchefsof Weimar, and the Margravine of Baden, is one of the molt refpeCl- 
able women I have ever feen. The education of thefe four princeffes does the utmod 
honour to all Germany, as well as to their refpedable mother, whole magnificent grave, 
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in the park of Darmftadt, is a tailing memorial of her uncorrupt tafte and noble way 
of thinking. The Prince of Homberg is alfo a well educated man; io that this court, 
finall as it is, was one of tbofe I admired moll in all Germany. The whole of its in¬ 
come does not amount to more than 100*000 rix dollars, or io s oool. 

The country betwixt Francfort, Homberg, Cronberg, and Rodelheim, is thick fet 
with villages and hamlets, which form the prettied inland picture imaginable. You fel- 
dom meet with a pleafantcr landfcape than from the view at Oberurlel, a large hamlet 
in the territory of Mentz, which lies between Cronberg and Homberg. The noife of 
l'ome iron and copper hammers has an exceeding good effect. 

We met with an adventure in this country, which 1 (hall all my life long recollect 
with the greateft pleafure. Behind Cronberg the mountain caWedvl/tkoniger, or the 
old king, raifes its bare head high above the ridge of hills, which protect the line plain 
alorg the fide of the Maine, between Francfort and lVlentz, from the rude north wind. 
They tell many ft range (lories of this hills, and of an old ruinous caftle which Hands 
on it. We afeended him with fotne difficulty, but at the top met with a fpectacle which 
will never go out of my remembrance. Diredtly to the fouth you overlook a plain 
thirty-three miles broad, which is terminated by the fuminits of the Odenwafde and the 
Speffart. Here you may difeern all the villages, hamlets, and towns, which lie berween 
Francfort and the Maine; together with a great part of the country of Darmftadt. 
The eaftern view is doled by the Speffart, which is fifty-one miles diftant. The whole 
country of Afchaffenburg, along the Maine, along the Necker, and as far as the Don- 
nerfberg in the Upper Palatinate, lay like a map under our feet. Thefe extenfive pro- 
fpects are common enough in many countries, but you feldom find them fo thickly 
fprinkled with the finding habitations of men. Behind you to the northward, and on 
both fides to the weft and north-eaft, you overlook partly barren, or well wooded 
mountains, and partly the mofl agreeable mixture of foft hills and plains that can be 
conceived. Directly againft the weft the row of mountains form the fineft amphithe¬ 
atre that can be conceived. The fineft fight, however, was that which we faw the next 
morning. There is a fpot on this mountain very favourable for feeing the rifmg fun. 
In order to enjoy this fpeftacle we had provided ourfelves with peliffes, to guard againft 
the cold, but were obliged to make a fire of wood in the night, though after one of the 
war me ft days in Augufi. The rife of the morning, however, fully overpaid us for the 
toils of the night. Never did I feel my own exiftence, or that of the Being which ani¬ 
mates all nature, more fully than at the inftant in which the firft ray of the morn gilded 
the tops of the Speflart and Odenialde ; both which at a diftance appeared to be iflands 
of fire. As far as this hill all was thick darknefs ; but this eaftern view appeared like 
an illuminated ifland fwimming on the black ocean of night. The morning fpreading 
wider and wider fhewed us the moft beautiful landfcape in miniature that we had ever 
feen. We beheld villages afar off in the ftrade, which one ray of the morning fun broke 
through and difpelled the darknels of. By degrees we faw the feparation of the hills, 
with their feveral breaks and windings. Every thing looked as it does when you fee a 
fine and well-illumined landfcape through a perfpeftive-glafs. A preffure never before 
experienced took poffdlion of my bread on beholding this feene. Eut the firft break 
of the fun himfelf furpafled all the beauties of the day break. The grandeur, variety, 
and magnificence Or this appearance, is above all defeription. The plain, feventy-five 
miles long, and forty-two miles broad, which lies betwixt the Speffart , the Donnerjberg ,, 
the weftern part of the Odemvaklc, and our hills, was overfpread with large ftreaks of 
light, which contrafted in the ftrongeft manner with the thicknefe of the (hades. We 
beheld the top of the Donnerjberg gilded over, whilft deep darknefs brooded at his feet 

and 


RIESBECK’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


251 


■md all over die Rhine beneath. We ourfelves were in light, but the plains and villages 
beneath us were in a kind of half darknefs, duly broken by die refleftion of the light 
from our hills. The elevated parts of the immenfe plains, which jay before us, broke 
through the darknefs with a cheerfulnefs, which brought them halt as near again to us, 
and produced the moft agreeable deception. Now a fpire emerged from the gloom 
then the fummit of a hill covered with wood, then a whole village with its trees teemed 
to fwim on the earth ; here lay a corn-field in light, by which it teemed, if I may ufe the 
expreffion, as it were, parted and raifed up from the country round. 1 he Maine, 
which hitherto had appeared like a dark ftripe of the profpeS, began like wife to be il¬ 
luminated with filver ; and the Rhine was foon brought nearer to our eyes in the fame 
manner. But I feel that 1 am attempting to deferibe a feene above all deicnption; 
and, for the deferibing of which I have no talents. In brief, I have often feen the iun 
rife, but never fo magnificently as upon the Ak-Kor.ig. It is indeed moil lively that a 
man may go through "many countries, without meeting with lo favourable a ipot as this 
is for fuch an objeft. 


LETTER LXIII. 

Meniz. 

TRAVELLERS, who do not care For the trouble of moving far irom their head 
quarters, carry away no very favourable impreffion of this town with them. The heft 
part of it is that in which thei 4 e are hardly any inns, or any thoroughfares# The inn of 
the Three Crowns, which is far the bell in the place, and indeed an excellent one, is in 
the very worlt fituation imaginable. From hence you may wander over the greateft 
part of the town, without meeting with any thing but a heap of black houfes, many of 
which threaten to fall into the narrow ftreets. It was owing to thefe caufes that I had 
heard fuch very different accounts of this town before I came into it 5 feme defc;ibing 
it as a fink, and others as one of the beft towns in Germany. A few days ago I met 
with a countryman of ours, an aventuner , who, finding his account in being here like 
feveral other gentlemen of his clafs, would have ftood me out that it was the only hand- 
fome town in Germany. As the good gentleman had feen nothing but Cologne, 
Treves, and a part of Weftphalia, the only anfwer that I could make him was, that 

Germany was very large. . . ,, . . 

The northern part of the city, in which the Archbifliop refides, is full of very regular 
buildings. Here are three regular ftreets, called the Blerchen , which run parallel to 
each other from the banks of the Rhine to fix hundred yards within the city, and are 
cut almoft regularly by very pretty crofs ftreets. The Archbifhop’s palace has a moft 
commanding view of thefe ftreets, the Rhine, and the Rhinegau. There are alfo fome 
good buildings in the old part of the city. The market of beafts is extremely well 
worth feeing ; and you here and there meet with other agreeable fpots. The market 
in the middle of the town, though not regular, is one of the prettieft places I nave met 
with in Germany. 

The cathedral is well worthy notice. It is an immenfe large old Gothic budding, 
the fpire of which was {truck with lightening feventeen years ago, and intiiely laid in 
alhes. As it was made of a foreft of wood, it burned fourteen hours before it was en¬ 
tirely confumed. To prevent thefe accidents for the future, the Chapter had the pre- 
fent one built to the fame height in ftone; an undertaking which coft them 40,000 
guilders, or 4000I. It is a great pity that it is overloaded with imall ornaments, and 
a ftill greater, that this wonderful edifice is fo choaked up with {hops and houfes, as to 
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be hardly more than half vifible. As, however, houfes and fhops are very dear in 
this part of the town, one cannot be very angry wilh the chapter lor chufing rather to 
make the moft of its ground, than to Ihetv off the church to the belt advantage. The 
rent of a Ihop and a fingle room to live in is 150 guilders, or 15I. per annum in this 
part of the town. 

You will hardly find another church in Germany of the height and length of this 
cathedral. The infide of it is decorated with feveral magnificent monuments of princes 
and other great perfonages. Amongfl the reft, I admired the monument of a prelate 
belonging to this cathedral, vvhofe name was Dahlberg. It was made by the ftatuary 
Melchior, whom I mentioned to you in my lalt letter. The prelate, as large as the 
life, is lying on a coffin, upon which there is a pyramid, which a Trinity is carrying into 
the clouds. The work is very fine, but it would have been much finer if the feuiptor 
had been fuffered to follow his own ideas. There is likewife a fine piece of ftatuary in 
the upper choir; it reprefents a count of I.amberg, who commanded the imperial troops, 
which drove our forces out of the territory of Mentz at the beginning of this century, 
and was killed by the fide of an eieXor palatine, during the aXion, by a mufket ball— 
he is lifting up the top of his coffin with his right hand, and holds the commander’s 
ftaff with his left : this has an exceeding good effeX. T his church contains feveral 
other monuments well worth feeing. The Treafury is very fuperior to that of Drefden,. 
which has been fo much fpoken of. 

Befides the cathedral, the city of Mentz contains feveral other churches in the modern 
fty| C) ver y -well worth feeing. St. Peter’s, and the Jefuits church, though both too much 
loaded with ornament, are among this number. The church of the Auguftines, of 
which the inhabitants of Mentz are lb proud, is a mafter-piece of bad tafte; but that of 
Ignatius, though little is laid about it, would be a model of the antique, if here, like¬ 
wife, there had not been too much ornament lavilhed. Upon the whole, the palaces 
of the nobleffe want that noble fimplicity, which alone conflitutes true beauty and 
magnificence. 

In another century the externals of the city will be quite changed. The late prince 
built a great deal, and the prefent has a tafte for the fame fort of expence. The monks 
and governors of hofpitals alfo have been forced to rebuild their houfes ; fo that when 
a few more ftreets are made broader and ftraighter, the whole will have no bad appear¬ 
ance. The inhabitants, who, together with the garrifon, amount to thirty thoufand, are 
a'good kind of people, who, like all the catholics of Germany, make great account of a 
good table. Their faces are interefting, and they are not deficient either in wit or ac¬ 
tivity. In a few generations more their minds will be as cultivated as thofe of their pro- 
teftant brethren, as the government has diflinguiflied itlelf, for the fixteen or eighteen 
years paft, by excellent eftablilhments for education. As things now are, there is no 
catholic ftate in Germany which contains fo many deep thinking, and truly learned 
men as this does. Under the laft government the liberty both of thinking and writing 
was carried aim oft as far as it could go : and though various coniiderations, fuch as con¬ 
nexions with the late Emprefs, apprehenfions of the prieftftood, family motives, and 
other caufes, have made it fomewhat lefs in the prefent times; ftill however philofophy 
makes its way. In the mean time conviction is not wanting, and the theory is as perfeX 
as can be delired. The Archbiihop himfdf, like his brother thcRifhop of Wurtzburg,. 
is a man whom the knowledge of men and things have railed to the poffeffion of many 
great places; they were his merits alone that engaged the Emperor to recommend him 
upon the vacancy of this lee. You meet with very well-informend men amongfl his 

counfellors 
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counfellors and minifters, one of whom is equal to the tailc of governing a much greater 
country than the electorate of Menrz. 

It was probably out of refpect for the imperial court, at which the Archbilhop was 
fome time minilfer of Mentz, that he introduced feveral innovations here not a little 
detrimental to the welfare of the ftate. He is one of the great imitators of the Em- 
prcfs’s eftablifh merits for the prefervation of chaftity. He has alfo eflablifhed it as a 
maxim in his confiftory, to compel the man who has feduced a woman to marry her, 
in order to prevent the bad confequences of whoredom and fornication. Pity that the 
enlightened prelate does not fee the bad confequences which mud arife from fuch affe¬ 
ctations. They five wed me young men here, who had become hulbands in this way. 
A lofs of all true love, fidelity, the unfruitfuinefs of the marriage bed, adultery, and the 
moft fcandalous corruptions of every kind, muft enfue from fuch regulations. Formerly 
the fame laws were eftabliihed at Naples ; but experience foon taught that wife legisla¬ 
ture, that they were detrimental; and the whores were left to their fate. The Emperor 
has like-wife repealed them at Vienna; nor will it be long before'all the world is con¬ 
vinced that every phyfical interpofition in matters of bare morality muft be prejudicial. 
It is faiti, indeed, that laws of this kind prevent the murder of baftard children; but 
thoie who argue thus do not confider that the coolnefs they introduce between the mar¬ 
ried pairs, and the other diforders they give rife to, occafion murders by the dozens. 
It is indeed too cruel to make the whole happinefs of a young man’s life depend upon 


the feduftion of an hour. 

There are few cities in Germany, befides Vienna, which contain fo rich and numerous 
; nobility as this does : there are fome houfes here, which have eftates of one hundred 
thoufand guilders, or ten thotifand pounds a year. The Counts of Baffenheim, Schon- 
born, Stadion, Ingeiheim, Elz, Oftein, and Walderdorf, and the Lords of Dahlberg, 
Brcitenbach. with'feme others, have incomes of from thirty to one hundred thoufand 
guilders. Sixteen or eighteen houfes have from fifteen to thirty thoufand guilders, an¬ 
nual revenue. The nobiiity of this place are feme of the oldeft and moft untainted in. 
Germany. The fat canonries, and the hopes of fome time or other producing >1:1 elec¬ 
tor, make them fo careful to preferve them (elves pure. How profitable it is for a family 
to fee one of its branches on the archiepifcopal throne, you may gather from hence. 
The late eleftor, who was not the belt ceconomill in the world, and had but little Nepo- 
tifrn about him, contrived to leave his family 900,000 guilders, of which, however, 
they have only the enjoyment, as it returns to the States after their death. His an- 
cellor, a Lord of Oftein, left behind him four millions of Rhenife guilders. 

There are, among It the nobility of this place, many perfons of extraordinary merit, 
who join uncommon knowledge to all the duties of active life. Upon the whole, they 
are far funerior to the greater part of the German nobility. Their education, however, 
is Hill too ft iff! The fir ft minifter of the court was refufed admittance into their aftetn- 
blies, for not being luflicientiy noble; and they think they degrade themfelves by lceepi 
jng company with bourgeois. They all fpeak a miferable French jargon, and are alhained 
of their mother-tongue; fo that of courfe they know nothing of the literature of their 
own country, though extremely converfant in every trilfe which comes from our preflcs. 
Their tables, drefl.es, and equipages, are all in the high Parifian ton; but if the poor- 
barons did but know what wretched figures they cut at Paris, and how poor an opinion 
is entertained of them there, notwith(landing the compliments they are loaded with for 
the fake of the louis-d’ors, they would wife the drefies and equipages, a la Parifiennr, 
at the Devil. Some few of them, indeed, as the Lord of Dahlberg, the Stadtholder of 
Erfurth, Baron Grofchlag, Baron van der Leyen,. and a few more, have brought feme- 
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thing home from Paris, befitlcs the patois of oar fifh women, and the cut of our clothes; 
but the number of thefe improved men is too final! upon the whole not to make it ad¬ 
visable to prevent the prefent nobility from coming into our country, where, for the 
moft part, they only expofe their native land, and leave their healths and fortunes behind 
them. I am acquainted with fame young men of fafhion, who, from being bred at 
home, are conftant fubje£t$ of derifion to die foreign educated nobility, by whom they 
are treated as cockneys; but they remain in poffeiTion of their plump and red cheeks; 
and though they may not figure in a circle, or make a good bow, or ft and upon one leg, 
they have good found under [landings, and know how to have a proper regard for the 
peafant and mechanic- The apparent contrail betwixt thefe perfons and the barons 
is a flronger argument again ft the modern education, than any other I could make 
ufe of. 

The clergy of this place are the richeft in Germany* A canonry brings in 3,500 
Rhenifh guilders in a moderate year. The canonry of the provoft is, without compari- 
fon, the richeft in Germany : it brings him in 40,000 guilders a-year. Each of the 
deanries is worth 2,600 guilders. The income of the chapter all together amounts to 
300,000 guilders. Though it is forbidden by the canons of the church for any one to 
have more than a fingie prebend, there is not an ecclefiaftic in this place but what has 
three or four; fo that there is hardly a man amongft them, who has not at lead Sooo guil¬ 
ders a-year. The iaft provoft, a count of Eks, had prebends enough to procure him 
an income of 75,000 guilders, Exclufive of the cathedral, there are feveral other 
choirs, in which the canonries bring in from twelve to fifteen hundred guilders a-year. 
To give you an idea of the riches of the monafteries of this place, I will only tell you, 
that at the deft ruction of the Jefuits, their wine, which was reckoned to fell extremely 
cheap, produced 120,000 rix dollars. A little while ago, the elector aboliOied one Car- 
thufian convent, and two nunneries, in the holy cellars of which there was found wine 
for at leaft 500,000 rix dollars, 

Notwithflanding this great wealth, there is not a more regular clergy in all Germany 
than that of this place. There is no diocefe, in which the x^egulations made by the 
council of Trent have been more flndly adhered to, than they have here; the arch- 
bifhops having made a particular point of it, both at the time of the reformation, and 
ever fince. One thing which greatly contributes to keep up difeipline is the not fuffer* 
mg any prieft to remain in the country, who has not fixed and ftated duties, and a re¬ 
venue annexed to them. Moft of the irregularities in Bavaria, Auliria, and other coun¬ 
tries, arife from Abbes, who are obliged to fubfift by their daily induftry, and any mafles 
which they can pick up. Thefe creatures are entirely unknown here. The theological 
tenets of this court are alfo much purer than thofe of any other ecclefiaflical prince in 
Germany* I was pleafed to fee the Bible in the hands of fo many common people, 
efpecially in the country. 1 was told that the reading of it was not forbidden in any 
part of the diocefe, only perfons were enjoined not to read it through, without the ad¬ 
vice of their confeifors. For a long time fuperdition has been hunted through its ut¬ 
most recedes ; and though it is not quite pollible to get entirely clear of pilgrimages, 
and wonder-working images, you will meet with no pried bold enough to exorcife, or to 
preach fuch nonfeefe as we hear in the pulpits of other German churches. It is fingular 
enough that Be liar min’s book on the Hierarchy was forbid by public proclamation, fo 
long as eighten years ago. The late elector did a great deal towards cleaning the Holy 
Sheep cote : but he fell under the herculean labour; which, however, the prefent elector 
purities, though with fomewhat a more moderate zeal. The former was terrible to the 
monks* but his attention to them rendered him a little too carelefs of the fecuiar priefts, 

who 
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who under his adminiftration rather pa fled the bounds of a decent liberty, and afiumed 
too gallant an air. What think you, for inftance, of a prieft appealing in his public 
lectures to Voltaire on Toleration, and other fuch books? or of fuch authors as Bayle, 
and Helvetius, being common in the hands of ftudents in logic ? and this, which made 
it Angularly ridiculous, at a time when the Jefuits were ftill diluting with all their eager- 
nefs on the infallibility of the Pope, and the immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary ? 
The prefent elector extends his fatherly care to the regulars, as well as the feculars, and 
has brought them to a regularity, which does hunfelf, as well as them, great honour. 

It is impofiible to give you an idea of the veneration in which the late prelate is de- 
fervedly held. From the conviftion that without a good education, all proje&s of im¬ 
provement and alteration are only palliatives, which do not touch the main fore; this 
archbilhop gave 30,000 guilders a year out of his own privy purfe towards the erection 
of fchools and other foundations for the education of youth. The prefent archbilhop, 
who found the foundation of fchools for the common people laid to his hands, con¬ 
tinues to build upon it with fome deviation from the old plan ; but he directs his chiel 
attention to the improvement of the education of the higher orders, and the extention 
of arts and fciences. With this view he has given the ground, on which the three rao- 
nafteries which he has pulled down flood, to the Univerflty, which by this means has 
raifed its heretofore rather fmall income to 100,000 guilders. As this prelate is en¬ 
tirely free from any temptation to Nepotifm, he has it in his power to do more for the 
mufes than any other German prince. 

The anecdote related in Mr. Pilati’s travels of a Swifs officer, who could find no inns 
to receive his fervants on account of their religion, does not accord with the fpirit which 
at prefent, at lead, generally obtains here. I was in feveral inns, the mailers of which, 
when once they knew that I was a protellant, offered me meat of their own accord. It 
is probable that the officer had not made the grand tour of all the inns j for things are 
here much as they are in other places : in one ftreet they read legends, and in another 
converfe with Locke and Newton. Whoever attempts to judge of Paris by the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Porcheron ; or of Berlin, from thofe who had well nigh raifed a rebellion 
on account of a pfalm book; or of Hamburgh, from the carrot women, headed by Paf- 
tor Goffe; will be fure to be miftaken. 

Though the trade of this place has been conftantly on the increafe for thefe eighteen 
or twenty years paft, yet it is by no means what it ought to be, from the fituation, and 
other advantages. The perfons here, who call themfelves merchants, and who make 
any confiderable figure, are in fa£t only brokers, who procure their livelihood at the 
expence of the country or territory round, or who act for the merchants of Francklort. 
You will judge of the wretched ftate things are in, when I allure you, that *tis difficult 
to procure a bill of exchange of 30,000 guilders. A few toy-lhops, five or fix druggifts, 
and four or five manufacturers of tobacco, are all that can pofiibly be called traders. 
There is not a banker in the whole town j and yet this country enjoys the ftaple privi¬ 
lege, and commands, by means of the Mayne, Necker, and Rhine, all the exports and 
imports of Alfatia, the Palatinate, Franconia, and a part of .Suabia and Helfe, as far as 
the Netherlands. The port too is conftantly filled with fhips, but few of them contain 
any merchandize belonging to the inhabitants of the place. Religious principles are 
the true caufe of this evil. When the Huguenots were driven out of France, a great 
number of them were defirous of fettling here. They offered the Elector to build a city 
juft above Mentz, (at the conflux of the Rhine and Mayne, between Caflel and Coft- 
heim,) to fortify it at their own expence ; to keep a conftant garrifon there, and, be- 
fides all this, to pay a large annual fum to the ftate, provided only they might be allowed 


'- 5 $ 


UlESIJrCK’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


the freedom of their religion, and a participation of the rights of the citizens of Mer.tr. 
The arebbifhop of that time did not chufe that herefy fhould build her neft io near him; 
but the laft has often been heard to exprefs a wifli that a fimilar offer weie to be made 
to him; and the prefent would mo ft joyfully comply with it. But fuch opportunities 
are but feldom found; and the times in which it was cultomary to drive out Huguenots 

are gone by- ,. . 

The pride and extravagance of the nobility are another hindrance to trade. ^ i Hey 
and the ecclefiafucs are poffeffed of the largeft capitals, which are entirely employed in 
the internal confumption. Whilft the merchant of Franckfort has a place amongft the 
maeiftrates of his country ; thofe of this place meet only with the proloundeft contempt 
from the gentry, who will not fuffer them to affociate with them, lnftead of catching 
as they do all the little airs of the London and Parifian noblefle, they would do much 
better to learn of them the art of doubling their revenues by commercial induftry. 

I have already told you that the faces of the inhabitants of this city and ihe country 
round it are interefting. The peafams are befides very firongly built, and are diftin- 
guifliable, by their ruddy frefli complexions, from the inhabitants of Bavaria, and the 
northern’parts of Germany, who generally have very fallow complexions} but I was 
not pleafed with the fet of the bones any where along the Mayne, or even m part of 
Hefle. r J hofe of the inhabitants of this country are particularly difpleafmg. The knees 
are all either bent in like a lay lot’s, or Hand out ftraight like a ftick. It ou hardly eve. 
meet with a clever well- limbed perfon. This is owing to the l'enfelefs and abfurd fafhion, 
which ft ill prevails here, of fwaddling deaths. I could not but be extremely angry 
with the mothers, who dreffed up their children thus, like pieces of wood, and fuffered 
them to" lav in this unnatural pofture all day long. There cannot be a doubt but this 
conftraint muft have its effect on the foul, which in the fir ft years isfo clofely united to 
the body. You muft not expect to meet here with any of the Germans described by 
Tacitus : black and brown hair is much more common than white. The inhabitants 
of the neighbouring country of Darmftadt more nearly refemble the old inhabitants. 

An attentive obferver eafily difeovers by the external appearance of the inhabitants, 
what natives of Germany have had [hangers inixt amongit them, and what countries 
have been entirely occupied by foreign colonies. No doubt but that the black and 
brown hair of the inhabitants of this place is derived from the Romans, who had a 
ftation here. 


LETTER LX IV. 

Mc’fitz. 

AFTER the Pope, there is no doubt but the Archbifiiop of this place is the moll 
confiderable and richeit prelate in the Chriftian world. The fee is indebted for its in- 
creafe of riches to St. Boniface, who may be called, with great juAlice, the apoitle of 
the Germans. It was this man, an Englifhman by birth, who in the time of Charle¬ 
magne, baptifed Witikind, and the other brave Saxons, who had fo long refilled bap- 
tifm with their fwords, and fpread the empire of the vicar of Jelus Chrift as far as tne 
northern and eaftern feas. Lie it was who introduced the Roman 1 : urgy into Germany, 
and made the favage inhabitants abftain from eating horfe’s flefli. But he railed the 
papal power to a higher pitch than it had been raifed in any other country in Chriften- 
dom. According to the teftimeny of Avendnus, feveral bilhops reproached Boniface 
with having diminifhed their dignity, by the new oath of homage he introduced, and 
with having introduced fuperftition and irreligion in company with the Iplendid cere- 
b iq monies 
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monies of the Romifli church. But whoever conflders the ftate of the Saxons at that 
time* will fee tint the enforcing the papal fupremacy was the only efficacious means that 
could be made ufe of for railing a laity, and a clergy if poftible flill more barbarous 
than they (as they could literally neither write nor read,) from their favage {lumbers. 
Had it been only the connecting together of the German ecclefraftics, by means of the 
papal hierarchy, and the bringing them acquainted with other European nations; this 
alone would have been a fignal fervice done them* Be this however as it may* the vicar 
of Chriffc repaid the Services of his apoftles with overflowing meafure. All the new- 
founded bifliopricks in the north of Germany were made lubjefl: to the fee of Mentz, 
which Boniface had chofen for'his refidence. 

The provinces, the moft confiderable in the whole papal dominions, all Swabia, Fran¬ 
conia, Bohemia, and almoft all Saxony, with a part of Switzerland, Bavaria, and the 
Upper Rhine, belong to this diocefe. Though the reformation, and revenge of the 
kings of Bohemia, have leflened it one third, it Hill contains the archbilhoprick of Spren- 
gel and eleven bifhopricks, moft of which are the moft confiderable in Germany, as 
Wurzburg, Faderborn, Iiildefheim, Augfburg, 

It could not fail but that as the vicar of Jefus Chrift extended his jurifdiclion to temporal 
affairs, his ambaffadors (for fo Boniface called himfelf, and lb the council of Trent calls 
all biihops) fhould likewife make their fortune in the matters of this world, a thing the 
more likely to happen, as the ecclefiailics of that time were evidently fuperior to the 
laity in fcience, and alfo the greateft politicians of their day. Spiritual and temporal 
affairs were indeed fo interwoven, that the molt eminent German bifhop would of courfe 
be the moft powerful elector. The fame thing happened in Britain, Poland, and in 
other countries, in which the conflitutions were all ariftocratical. The landgraves of 
Heffe, the Palatines, nay even the Emperor himfelf thought it no difgrace to pay alle¬ 
giance to the Archbifliop of Mentz. When the building of the papal monarchy was 
completed by Gregory VII. the archbifliops of Mentz became powerful enough to 
be at the head of the empire. In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, they were fo 
eminent, as to be able to make emperors without any foreign afliflance ; and it was to 
one of them that the Houfe of Haplburg was indebted for its firft elevation. 

Since the boundaries of the two powers have been more accurately afeertained, and 
the temporal has fo much got the better of the fpiritual, the power and influence of the 
arch biihops of this place have of courfe been much reduced; Hill, however, they are 
poffeffed of very important prerogatives, which they might exert with much more effi¬ 
cacy than they do, were it not that various circa mflances have rendered them too de¬ 
pendant on the Emperors. They are Hill the fpeakers in the Electoral College, have 
the appointment of the diets under the Emperors, and may order a re-examination of 
the proceedings of the imperial courts. Thefe high privileges are, however, too much 
fubjeft to the controul of the Iioufe of Auftria; nor are their fpiritual powers any longer 
what they once were. Their fuffragan biihops have taken it into their heads that all 
biihops are alike as to power, and that the title of archbifliop only in titles its poffeffor to 
the firft place amongft brothers who are equal $ it is true indeed that now and then ap¬ 
peals are received from the confiftory of feme fuffragans to that of our vicar genera!, 
but they generally end in a further appeal to Rome; and the metropolitan dignity 
commonly lofes as much by them as it gets. 

The temporals, however, which are Hill annexed to this chair,,make him who fits in 
it rich amends for the diminution of his fpiritual and political fplendour* Though he 
does not abfolutelv poffefs the largefi, yet he certainly has the richeft and inoft peopled 
domain of any ecclefiaftical potentate in Germany. The country, it is true, does not 
vol. vi. l l contain 
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contain more than one hundred and twenty five German miles 0 fqtfare; whereas the 
archbifhopric of Saltzburg contains two hundred and forty; but then Saltzburg has 
only two hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants; whereas Mentz has three hundred 
and twenty thoufand. The natural riches of the territory of Mentz, and its advantageous 
fuuation, make a fubject of Mentz much richer than one of Saltzburg, the greateft part 
of which is only inhabited by herdftnen. In the territory of Mentz there are forty cities j 
in that of Saltzburg only feven. 

The tax on vefiels which go doxvn the Rhine of itfelf produces 60,000 guilders, 01* 
6000I. a year, which is nearly as much as all the mines of faltzburg put together, ex¬ 
cepting only the fait mine at Halle. The tax on wine, here and in the country round, 
produces the court above 100,000 guilders, or io,oool. a year, in which fuin we do not 
reckon the cuftoms of the countries which lie at a greater diftance. Upon the whole, 
the income of the prefent archbifhop may be valued at 1,700,000 guilders, or 170,000!. 
At lead I know for a certainty, that in the laft years of the late archbifhop, they brought 
in x,800,000 guilders; and though the prefent Elector gave up to his fubjects two out 
of fifteen or fixteen poll taxes, which they were bound to pay; thefe do not amount 
to above 100,000 guilders; and he has much improved feveral other fources of re¬ 
venue. 

If the lands of the el eft or lay all together, they would produce a fufliciency of com 
and all the prime neceffaries of life; but as feveral parts of them fie wide afunder, the 
people are compelled to purchafe a great deal from foreigners. The capital itfelf, as 
well as the adjacent Rhinegau, depends on the Palatinate for.its corn, notwith(landing 
the great abundance of that and every other fpecies of grain in its own poffefltons in the 
Wetterau. The nobleft prod uftion of the Elector’s territory on the Rhine is the wine, 
which is almoft the only true Rhenifli. ConnoifTeurs, indeed, allow the wines of Neir- 
Ilein, 'Bacharach, and a very few other places out of this country to be true Rhenifli. 
But they do not give this name to the wines of the Palatinate, of Bard or., and of Al- 
fatia. 

There is a great deal of wine made in the countries which lie on the f'outh and weft 
of the Rhine, at Laubenheim, Bodenheim, Budefheira, and Bingen; but the true Rhe- 
nifli, that which infpires fo many who are and fo many who are not poets, comes only 
from the Rhinegau, which lies on the northern banks of the Rhine. 

A few days ago, I went with a company from this place on a party of pleafure to the 
Rhinegau, and was prefent at one of the pi'ettiefl village feftivities I have ever beheld. 
Our veflel had a much better appearance than the common fmacks you meet with in 
Germany, and was very like a final 1 Dutch boat. As foon as we had pafled the wind¬ 
ing which the proud Rhine makes to the weft ward, about three miles below Mentz, 
we had a profpeQ: before us which is feldoin beheld in any country except Switzerland. 
The Rhine grows aftoniflhingly wide, and forms a kind of fea, near a mile broad, in 
which you fee feveral well wooded little iflands at your right. The Rhinegau forms 
an amphitheatre, the beauties of which are beyond all defeription. At Walluf, the very 
high hills come nearly down to the river fide; from thence they recede again into the 
country, forming a kind of half circle, the other end of which is fifteen miles off at Ru- 
defheim on the banks of the Rhine. The banks of the river, the hills which form the 
circles, and the flopes of the great mountain, are thick fovra with villages and hamlets. 
'The white appearance of the buildings, and the fine blue Hated roofs of the houfes play¬ 
ing amidfl the various green of the landfcape, have an admirable effect..-.In the fpace of 
every mile as you fail down the river, you meet with a village which, in any other place, 
would pafs for a town. Many of the villages contain from three to four hundred fa¬ 
milies ; 
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milies ; and there are thirty-fix of them in a fpace of fifteen miles long, and fix miles 
broad, which is the width of this beautiful amphitheatre. The declivities of all the hills 
and mountains are planted thick with vineyards and fruit-trees, and the thick wooded 
tops of the hills call a gloomy horror over the otherwife cheerful landfcape. Every 
now arid then, a row of rugged hills runs direftly down to the (here, and domineer ma- 
jefiically over the 1 offer hills under them. On one of thefe great mountains, juft about 
the middle of the Rhinegau, you meet with Jdhaimis-Berg^ a village, which produces 
fome of the belt Rhenifh* Before this village is a pretty little rifing, and near the banks 
of the river there is a very fine old eaftle, which gives imfpeakable majeiiy to the whole 
landfcape. Indeed, in every village, you meet witlUbme or other large building, which 
contributes very much to the decoration of the whole. 

This country is indebted for its riches t 1 this femicircukr hill, which protects it from 
the cold winds of the eaft and north, at the fame time that it leaves room enough for 
the fun to exercife his benign influences. The groves and higher Hopes of the hills make 
excellent paftures, and produce large quantities of dung, which, in a country of this fort, 
is of ineftiniable value. 

The bank of the Rhine, op polite to the Rhinegau, is exceedingly barren, and heightens 
the beauty of the profpcci 011 the other fide by the contrail it exhibits ; on this fide you 
hardly meet above three or four villages, and thefe are far diftant from each other. The 
great interval between them is occupied by heaths and meadows, only here and there a 
thick bufh affords fome fliade, and a few corn-fields among the villages enliven the 
gloomy landfcape* The back ground of this country is the moft pidlurefque part of it. 
It is formed by a narrow gullet of mountains, which diminifh in pcrfpecUve between 
Rudeflieim and Bingen, Perpendicular mountains and rocks hang over the Rhine in 
this place, and feem to make it the dominion of eternal night. At a diftance, the Rhine ■ 
feetns tocome out of this landfcape, through a hole underground; and it appears to run 
tedioufly, in order to enjoy its cotirfe through a pleafant country the longer. Amidft 
the darknefs which covers this background, the celebrated Mould tower feemsto fwim 
upon the river. In a word, thereis not any thing in this whole tract, that does not con¬ 
tribute fomething to the beauty and magnificence of the whole; or if I may be permit¬ 
ted the expreffion, to make the paradife more welcome. As you fail along the Rhine, 
between Mentz and Bingen, the banks of the river form an oval amphitheatre, which 
makes one of the richefl and moft piclurefqne landfcapes to be feenin Europe, 

The night was far advanced when we came to Geyfenheim ; before we landed, we 
had another profped: not often fhen; we-could difeover almoft the whole coaft of the 
Rhinegau, which appeared one continued row of cities ; the lights in the feveml villages 
made them look like a great illuminated city, and the reflection on the glafty Rhine was 
extremely beautiful. 

The day after our arrival we went to Rudefheim, where we had been invited by an 
eeclefiaftic of Mentz, We found our hoft with a numerous company, fome of whom 
were proteftants. After dinner he carried us in procefiion to his great faloon, from 
whence we had a moft fuperb view of the here very wide Rhine, and the village of 
Bingen. The whole of the preparations feetned to announce a fpiendidfeftival, the na¬ 
ture and character of which appeared a riddle to me. On a fudden the doors of the 
faloon were opened, and there came forth infeftive order a band of muficians, followed 
by two pretty girls, well drefled, who brought in a large bunch of grapes, on a table 
covered with a fine cloth. The Tides of the table were ornamented with flowers. They 
put the bunch of grapes in the middle of the faloon, on a kind of throne which was 
raifed on a table; and l now difedvered that our hoft was celebrating the feftival of the 

l l 2 1 fcrft 


a6o riesbeck’s travels through Germany. 

firft ripe bunch of grapes in his vineyard; a cuftom, it feems, mod religioufly obferved 
by all the rich inhabitants of this country. This feaft was the more acceptable, as it 
happened that the grapes had this year ripened uncommonly late. After the altar of 
Bacchus was erefted, our hoft made a lliort but excellent fpeech, fuited to the nature of 
the feftivity; and then we danced round the grape. Never in my life, brother, have I 
danced with fuch pleafure as 1 did here. The remembrance of thefe joyous moments 
flill polfeffes and tranfports me. Were I to form a commonwealth, feftivals of this fort 
lhould be the only ones feen in it. Can there, indeed, be a more facred or more re- 
fpectable holiday, than that in which we joyfully thank the Creator for the benefits he 
has bellowed upon us ? Nor was our pleafure diminiflied by this not turning out the 
only ripe bunch of grapes in the vineyard of our hofl; for though on a nearer invefti- 
gation we found more, wc contended for the honour of the grape round which we 
had danced and fung, with more heat than if it had been an oriental pearl of the fatne 
fize. 

Rudelheim is a rich village, which contains about two tboufand five hundred inha¬ 
bitants. The wine of this place is looked upon as without compari/bn the beff of the 
Rhinegau, and confcquently of all Germany. I found it much more fiery than that of 
Hochheim; but for pleafantnefs of tafte there is no com pari fon betwixt them. The 
belt Rudelheim, like the belt Hocbheimer, fells upon the fpot for three guilders the 
bottle. You can have no tolerable wine here for one guilder, nor any very good fox- 
two ; at leaf! I lhould prefer the worft Burgundy I ever tatted to any Rudeflieimer I 
met with either here or at Mentz for thefe prices. Indeed, the wine of our fpiritual 
bod was far better than any we could get at the inn. It Hands to reafon, that the fame 
vintage furniflies grapes of very different degrees of goodnefs; but befides this, it is in 
the Rhinegau as every where elfe. The beft wines are generally fent abroad by the 
poor and middling inhabitant, and the worft kept for internal confumption; for the ex¬ 
pence of the carriage being the fame in both cafes, ftrangers had much rather pay a 
double price for the good than have the bad. It is only rich people, fuch as our holt 
was, who can afford to keep the produce of their land for their own drinking. Upon 
this principle,! have eaten much better Swifs cheefes out of Switzerland than in it, and 
have drank much better Rhenilh in the inns of the northern parts of Germany, than 
in the country where the wine grows. The pofition of the country alfo contributes to 
render the wine dearer than it would otherwife be. As the belt wine grows in its more 
northern parts the eafy tranfport by the Rhine to Holland, and all parts of the world, 
raifes its price above its real value. 

The place where the flower of the Rudelheim wine grows is precifely the neck of the 
land, formed by the winding of the Rhine to the north, after it has run to the weftward 
from Mentz hither. This neck, which is a rock almoit perpendicular, enjoys the firft 
rays of the riling, and the laft of the fetting fun. It is divided into final! low terraces, 
which are carried up to the utmoft top of the hill like fteep flairs; thefe are guarded by 
final! walls and earthen mounds, which are often walhed away by the rain. The firft 
vine was brought hither from France, and they flill call the beft grape the Orleanois. 
They plant the vine ftocks very low, fearce ever more than four or five feet high. This 
way of planting the vine is favourable to the produftion of a great deal of wine, but 
not to its goodnefs, as the phlegmatic and harfh parts of it would certainly evaporate 
more, if the fap was refined through higher and more numerous canals. This is un¬ 
doubtedly the reafon why every kind of Rhenilh has fomething in it that is harfli, four, 
and watery. Theharveft of the beft vineyards, which are the lower ones, m the above- 
mentioned neck of land, is often bought before hand, at the advanced price of feme du. 
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cats, by Dutch and other merchants. It muft be a very rich flock to yield above four 
meafuresof wine. You may eafily imagine, that the cultivation of vineyards muft be 
very expenfive in this country, as the dung, which is extremely dear, muft be carried 
up to the top of the mountains on the peafants’ fhoulders. 

In our return through Geyfenheim, I vifited the magnificent palace of a Count of 
Oftein, the richeft gentleman in Mentz, who has laid out feveral millions he inherited 
from his coufin, a former elector, in life annuities in the Dutch funds. The houfe, 
which is in the modern tafte, pleafed me much: but what delighted me moft, was, the 
half French and half Englifti garden. Behind Greyfenheitn, the Count has ftruck out 
fome alleys through a wood, in which there are alto fome wilderneffes. I he great alley 
leads through a winding walk to the top of that rock at the foot of which the beft Rude- 
fheim wine grows. At the top of this rock the Count has built a terrace, furrounded 
by a rail, commanding one of the finelt profpects I have ever feen. You look down 
upon the vine hills cut into terraces, and fee the Rhine, which, rolling through the 
threatening hills which block it up, here begins to be encompaffed in deep night. This 
view down to the river is moft terrific. The partly covered and partly naked rocks, 
which encompafs the river, make you think it is forcing its way through a fubterraneous 
cavern. The rock, on which you Hand, ftretches itlelf to the oppofite fhore, where 
another abrupt mountain Hands like an itnmenfe pillar. The meeting together of thefe 
two great mountains occafions a fall in the Rhine, the dead noife of which has a won¬ 
derful effefl; in the landfcape. On the Rudefheimer fide, and near the fhore you look 
direftly down upon from the terrace, there has been a paffage cut through the hard rocks, 
big enough for the large ft fhips to fail through ; this is called the Bingenloch. . The 
rock, which occafions the fall of the Rhine, juts out wonderfully above the water in the 
mid ft of the ft ream, and forms an ifland partly naked and partly covered with briars,, 
on which the celebrated Moufe tower Hands. If you look up the Rhine, you have a 
view of the beft part of the finding Rhinegau, and the whole oppofite fhore. Varied and 
beautiful as this part of the profpetl is, it is ftill exceeded by what you fee on looking 
ftraight before you from the terrace; you have here a view into a narrow gulph, through 
which the river Nahe, which fills its bottom, communicates with the Rhine. On the 
fore ground, where the Nahe joins with the Rhine, you have, to the right, the well 
wooded coloffal mountain, to which the Rudefheimer rock joins itfelf under water. On 
the neck of laud to the left, you have the city of Bingen at the foot of another moun¬ 
tain, the tops of which are crowned by an old caftle. The gullet itfelf, which is near 
two miles long, is wafte and dark ; only the red flate of a mountain in it has a lingular 
cffeft, when oppofed to the woods, which appear every where to the right, and to 
the mountains on the left, which are partly naked and mean, and partly planted with 
vineyards. In the middle of the gullet there is a ftone bridge over the Nahe, which 
ftill bears the name of Drufus’s bridge, from Drufus Germanicus its builder, and ex¬ 
tremely raifes the pifturefque view of the whole. At the end of the gullet Hands a mill, 
not lefs pi&urefque than the bridge. Such is the fore ground; and the back ground is 
ftill more beautiful. The gullet, which contains the Nahe, is like a glafs, through 
which you look down upon the moft laughing landfcape. The clear light, the diftant 
blue of the hills and mountains, fome beautiful villages, foft woods, and the vine hills 
around all thefe, indicate that the country behind this black fluice is an open one, and 
moft richly ornamented : this is a profpeft the like to which 1 had never yet feen. 

The city of Bingen, which, together with the toll on the Rhine, worth about 30,000 
guilders, belongs to the Chapter of Mentz, is extremely beautiful, and contains about 
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four thoufand five hundred inhabitants. A great part of the corn, which is carried into 
the Rhinegau from the neighbouring Palatinate, comes through this place ; which on 
the other hand fupplies the Palatinate with drugs, and various foreign commodities. 
This traffic alone would make the place very lively; but befides this it has very fruit¬ 
ful vineyards. The hill, at the foot of which it lies, and one fide of which is made by 
the gullet, through which the Nahe runs into the Rhine, forms another deep rock be¬ 
hind this gullet parallel to the Rhine, and the golden Rudelheimer mountain; it there¬ 
fore enjoys the fame fun as this does, which makes the Budefheinter wine that grows 
on it little inferior to the Rudelheimer. 

After I had enjoyed this uncommonly beautiful profpeft during a few days, I fpent a 
few more in the villages of the Rhinegau : here too I received ocular demonftration 
that the cultivators of vineyards are not the happiefl: of men. The inhabitants of thefe 
regions are fome of them extremely rich, and lb me extremely poor ; the happy middle 
ftate is not for countries, the chief product of which is wine: for befides, that the culti¬ 
vation of the vineyard is iufinitely more tronblefome and cxpenfive than agriculture, it 
is fubjefled to revolutions, which in an inflant reduce the holder of land to the condi¬ 
tion of a day labourer. It is a great misfortune for this country, that though retrained 
by law, the nobility are, through connivance of the Elector, allowed to purchafe as 
much land as they pleafe. The peafant generally begins by running in debt for his 
vineyard; fo that if it does not turn out well, he is reduced to day-labour, and the 
rich man extends his pofl’eflions to the great detriment of the country. There are feveral 
peafants here who, having incomes of 30, 50, or 100,000 guilders a year, have laid 
alide the peafant, and alfumed the wine merchant;‘but fplendid as their lituation is, 
it does not compenfate, in the eyes of the humane man, for the fight of fo many poor 
people with which the villages fwarm. In order to render a country of this kind prof- 
perous, the Hate Ihould appropriate a fund to the purpofe of maintaining the peafant in 
bad years, and giving him the affiftance which his ncceflities, and his want of ready 
money, may from time to time make convenient. 

The inhabitants of th'e Rhinegau are a hand fome and uncommonly Ilrong race of 
men. You fee at the very firit afpect that their wine gives them merry hearts and 
found bodies. They have a great deal of natural wit, and a vivacity and jocofenefs 
which diftinguiflies them very much from their neighbours. You need only compare 
them with fome of thefe, to be convinced that the drinker of wine excels the drinker 
of beer and water, both in body and mind, and that the inhabitant of the fouth is much 
Ilouter than he who lives in the north ; for though the wine drinker may not have 
quite as much flelh as he who drinks only beer, he has better blood, and can bear much 
more work. Tacitus had already obferved this in his treadle Ds moribus Genmnorum. 
“ The large and corpulent bodies of the Germans (fays he) have a great appearance, 
but are not made to iaft.” At that time ahnoll: all the Germans drank only water; but the 
mere drinking of wine has effe&ed a revolution in feveral parts of Germany, which 
makes the prefent inhabitants of thefe countries very different from thofe deferibed by 
Tacitus. Black and brown hair is much commoner here than the white which made 
the Germans fo famous in old Rome, 

You will eafily imagine that the monks fare particularly well in fo rich a country. 
We made a vifit to the Prelate of Erbach. I cannot find adequate words to difeover 
the poverty of this cloifter. Thefe lordly monks, for fo in every Tefpeet they are, have 
an excellent hunt, rooms magnificently furnifiied, billiard tables, half a dozen beautiful 
fmging women, and a ftupendous wine cellar, the well ranged batteries of which made 
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me Ih udder. A monk, who faw my aftonilhment at the number of the calks, allured 
hie, that without the benign influence which flowed from them, it would be totally im- 
poffible for the doifter to fubfift in fo damp a fituation, 

1 was not furprifed at the hofpitality of thefe monks, as I had met with many fcenes 
of the kind before, nor do I envy thefe wordly fathers the good lot they have met with 
on this earth ; but I am not quite fo well fatisfied with the pains which fonie of them 
take to keep the people in ignorance and fuperftition. I was particularly difpleafed 
with the pilgrimage to a wood near Geyfenheim, where the capuchins work miracles in 
abundance. The very name of the place affords room for fcandal and blafpheiny. It 
is called the Need of God. According to the legend, a fmall wooden image of the Re¬ 
deemer was, by the careleflhefs or ignorance of a farmer, ftuck in the hollow of a tree, 
where it remained for a long time, crying out. Need of God! Need of God ! till at laffc 
fome peafams in the neighbourhood came and removed the caufe of the piteous cry. 
Since this time it has performed numberlefs miracles, which it is poflible help the capu¬ 
chins out of their neceflities. 


LETTER LXV. 

Merit z. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the great reduction, made by the Archbilhop of this 
place of his civil lift, it hill remains by much too immoderate and expenfive, He has 
his minifters, his counfellors of hate, and eighty or ninety privy counfellors of various 
denominations. The expence of this eftabiifhment is very difproportionate to the re¬ 
venue of the ftate. This is owing to the large number of poor nobility, who can only 
accept of employments of this kind. Ignorance of the true principles of government 
are the caufes of this evil. The confequences are, that a great number of perfons, who 
might be ufefully employed, live in idlenefs. 

Even the military eftablilhment of the country appears to me more calculated for the ■ 
purpofe of feeding a hungry nobility, than for real ufe. At the acceffion of the prefent 
Elector, though the whole army only confiftedof two thoufand two hundred men,-there 
were fix generals. The regular eftablilhment paid for and fupported by the country is 
eight thoufand men ; but though there are only two thoufand kept up, the money ex¬ 
pended for their fupport, particularly that given to numberlefs ufelefs officers, might 
be made ufe of more for the benefit of the country. The army of the Archbifhop 
confifts oi a German guard of fifty men and twenty-five horfes, a Swifs guard, a fqua- 
tlron of buflars of one hundred and thirty men, (the rno't ufeful troops, as they purge 
the land of robbers and murderers,) a corps of artillery of one hundred and four men, 
three regiments of infantry of fix hundred men each, and fome companies belonging to 
the armies of Franconia and the Upper Palatinate. 

Of the fortifications of Mentz, we may fay much the fame as of the army. Were 
they, -indeed, improved and kept up as they ought to be, they would vie with Luxem¬ 
burg, and be the mod powerful of all the barriers again!! France. It. is true that the 
nature of the ground does not allow of a regular plan ; but for lingle parts, I have 
feen no place of the fame capabilities, where greater advantages have been taken of the 
ground for the ereffion of thefeveral works. The beauty, as well as fise of them, is 
mdeed an objeft of great wonder; but though the circle of the Upper Rhine, and 
even the empire in general, has laid out great films on the building thefe fortifications, 
parts of them are not finifhed, and parts of them arc ready to fall to pieces. Their extent, 
indeed, would require a great army to man. But this, as well as the maintaining- and: 
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keeping them up, is evidently beyond the power of this court, or indeed of the whole 
circle of the Upper Rhine united. They are, therefore, alfo to be looked upon as 
one of the things, which ferve more for magnificence than real ule. 

Whilft the greater courts of Germany are endeavouring to Amplify their feveral 
fyItems as much as polllble, and to introduce into their feveral adminiftrations, a ftrong 
and efficacious fpirit of ceconomy ; the diffipation, pomp, and love of outfide fliew of 
the leffer ones, is beyond all bounds, and almoft lurpalfes all belief. Ihele courts very 
much referable the expen five puppet-fhow theatre of Prince Efterazi, which I defcribed 
to you in a former letter ; the orcheftra is fine, the fceiies beautiful, and the poets and 
machinery delectable; but the aftors are only puppets, deficient in what conditutes 
true greatnefs. Thefe petty princes want to make up for it, by fhining in little things, 
an affectation which would only deferve ridicule, if it were not for the oppreffion of the 
fubjeft. As things are circumftanced, it is much too ferious a matter for a friend of 
human nature to make merry with. This reproach, however, does not fo much af- 
feft the prefent Archbifhop, who, as far as circumftances allow him, is perhaps the only 
prelate who endeavours to render his court and Hate expences more ufeful than often- 
tatious, as it does the neighbouring palatinate, through which I took a fortnight^ ram¬ 
ble. 

When 1 was at Munich, and faw there the ufelefs heap of court attendants, eunuchs, 
dancers, fingers, gardens, and generals, I placed a great part of them to the account of 
the laft Eleflor, and imagined the prefent had been unwilling to make any alterations, 
not to render hiinfelf odious, which was the more to be avoided, as the acquifition of 
Bavaria had made his circumftances very good ; but how furprifed was I, at my ar¬ 
rival at Manheim, to find the fame tafie for magnificence, pleafure, and idle expence. 
Would you believe, brother, that the court of Manheim, the revenue of which is not 
above 3,200,000 Rhenith guilders, lays out 200,000 of them annually on its opera and 
mufic? Would you believe that the keeping up the Schweffingen gardens, fcarce in¬ 
ferior to thofe of Verfailles, is an annual expence of 40,000? and that the caflles of 
Manheim and Schweffingen coft 60,000 guilders a year ? that the hunt cofts 80,000, 
and the ftables ico,ooo guilders? that this court has eleven regiments, with a general 
to each, which all together do not make above five thoufand five hundred men ? not- 
withftanding the boalls of the lervauts of the court, who, at the time of the difpute be¬ 
tween their mailer, the Counts of Leinengen, and the city of Achin, fpoke of forty 
thoufand men to be fent againil the Emperor, who threatened them with an execution, 
and fifteen thoufand more ready to march again ft the city of Achin. I have already 
told you, when fpeakiag of Munich, that to make the puppet theatre complete, the two 
or three fliips on the Rhine have a lord high admiral to them. 

It is true indeed that the good Elector is in a great meafure innocent of their excefiive 
wafte. His fervants bring him in falfe eftimates of his greatnefs, and flatter his weak- 
nefs, in order to divide the plunder between themfelves. 

The Palatinate is called the paradife of Germany. You will judge of its fruit fulnefs, 
when I tell you that, exclufive of a great deal of wheat fold in the territories of Menta 
and Treves, and exported into Switzerland, it fupplies France every year with three 
thoufand combs of grain. A comb is a meafure of one hundred and feventy pounds. 
Befides corn, they abound in wine and tobacco. But what gives-the greateft idea of 
the profperity of the country, is a lift of the taxes, which was fliewed me by a collector. 
I do not believe there is a tingle article, the air only which the people breathe ex¬ 
cepted, which is not to be found amongft them. Some contributions, fuch as thofe 
for the’ canal of Frankenthorn, dams on the Rhine, &c. which ought naturally to have 
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ccafed, when the Decertifies they were meant to ferve (if indeed fuch a ufelefs and fu- 
perfluous canal can be called a neceffity) have been turned into perpetual imports. 
The moll wonderful thing of all, however, for a politician, are the cuftomS of the Pa¬ 
latinate. Merely with a view of raifing thefe, the cuftom-houfes have been fo in- 
creafed,* that almoft every place in the high road has fome particular cuftom payable in 
it, and all the goods which pafs through it are likewife taxable. Prejudicial as this 
eftabliflimcnt is, even to the internal police of the country, as in confequence of it a 
villao-e is often three times more remote from the dwelling-place of its bailiff than it 
ought to be, if nature and the good of the fubjefts were more confulted than the bene - 
fit of the Eleftor and his fervants ; yet is every fpark of patriotifm fo extinguifhed in 
this country, that there is no expectation of a change for the better ever being brought 
about. In many places on the road, the only mark of the cuftom-houfe is the great 
flick, which enforces payment. The poor people, who export the commodities of the 
country, are often compelled to go three miles out of the road to pay the tax. In fhort 
the only difference betwixt the practice of the ancient German nobility, who, even fo 
low down as the times of the Emperor Maximilian, ufed to rob the merchant on the 
road, or compel paffage-money from him j and the prefent fyftem of taxation in the 
Palatinate is, that the old nobility did that at the hazard of their heads, which the go¬ 
vernment of the Palatinate does without danger, and without confcioufnefs of doing 
wrong. 

In order to give you a flirt better idea of the ceconomy of this country, you mull 
know that there is a monopoly eftablifhed for the furnilhing of art the wood burnt, not 
only in the city of Manheim, but for fome miles round. This is not fuch a monopoly 
as that eftablifhed at Berlin, which you know rather helps the peafant to fell his wood, 
than otherwife. Here a natural fon of the Eledor, raifed by him to the dignity of 
count, having entered into an agreement with the projeaor, procured the patent which 
has enabled him to live magnificently at the expence of the country. 

The adrainiftration of this country is fuch, that it is really difgufting to me to pick out 
fpecimens of it to lay before you. Every thing that you have ever heard of th eftparaie 
government of prielfs, miftreffes, bartards, -parvenus^ projectors, eunuchs, bankrupts, 
and the like, exifts in the Palatinate at one and the fame time. I have fpoken with fe¬ 
ver al minifters, who made no myftery of having bought their places. Indeed there 
are more inftances than one of places having been put up at public auction, in the an- 
tichambers of the miftreflfes. One natural confequence of this is, the flagrant oppref- 
fions of the little governors or cuftom-houfe officers, who are fo many Turkiih ba- 
fhaws; and are feared in their refpe&ive diftriCts as the executioners of the vengeance of 
heaven. I had the honour to dine with one of thefe bafliaws. The company was 
large and fplendid. He and his numerous family abounded in rings, watches, lace, 
and every appendage of the moft extravagant luxury : we had twenty-four dirties at 
dinner, and amonglf the reft young peacocks. The defert was of a piece with the reft, 
and every thing in the higheft ton. Befides this, the man had a fnug liable, magni¬ 
ficent carriage, and hounds, and yet his falary was not more than aooo guilders, or 
200I. a year. How he could keep up fuch an ertabliflnnenr on fuch a revenue, would 
be, no doubt, eafily learned from the poor peafants under him, if we could obtain their 
confidence. With the rich peafants, a bafliaw of this kind is naturally upon good terms, 

I was Ihewn a man, who, though he had been publicly banifiied from another part of the 
empire, for his infamous conduit, had, notwithstanding, by following the turnings 
and windings of this place, raifed himfelf to a place, from whence he was enabled to 
look down upon his enemies with contempt. There is, indeed, no part of Germany, 
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in which adventurers of all forts are fo fure to make their fortunes as they are here. 
Provided they take care to put part of the booty into the Etefloral chert, they are fure 
to live unmolefted. The lotto of Genoa, which, though decorated with a finooth and 
fplendid name, is in fa£t no more than a Pharaoh table, at wlrch the ftate endeavours to 
cheat its fubjects, thrives in no German foil fo well as in this. It harmonized too well 
with the reft of the fvftem of finance, not to be readily and eagerly adopted- I have' 
feen lottery-office propofah publilhed with the Elector’s privilege, and decorated with 
his arms, in which it is find, that a lottery is the fhorteji^ fafejl , and mojl becoming way 
for a man to make Ids fortune* Now, every body knows, that what advantage there 
is in a game of this kind is only for the rich, and that he who buys his thirty-twos and 
flxty-fourths is fare to be undone* What mart we think then of a court, which ufes 
every trick and paltry artifice to entice its fubjefts to play a game, by which they are 
fure to lofe, and it mull gain at lead i oo per cent ? It is true, indeed, that there is fuch 
a lottery in every court in Germany ; but at none are fuch mean tricks as thefe made 
life of to induce the fubjefls to play, 

Thefe opprefiions, however, great as they feem, are (till nothing in comparifon of 
what the proteftants have to foffer from the court* According to repeated treaties, the 
eftablilhed religion of the country fbould be the reformed; but notwithftanding this, 
the Catholics have found means to grow powerful enough, not only to be at the head 
of every thing thernfelves, but to perfecute the Proteftants in the mod infamous man¬ 
ner. For this purpofe they have received villains of every kind into their villages, to 
increafe the number of Catholics ; they have difpofi'efled the Proteftants of all places and 
polls whatever ; they have treated them with every kind of indignity ; nay, even in the 
courts of juftice, the rnoft fcandalous and infamous partialities have taken place* And 
yet, fo are human affairs conducted, amid ft this outrageous tyranny, and whilft the 
emigrations to America have been fuch, that the Englilh know no other name for a 
German than that of Palatine, this court has met with authors, both in and out of the 
country, to extol the wifilom of its coimdls: nay, would you think it! although half 
the lubjectsof the country are driven out of it, and the reft fo opprefled that they hardly 
know how to live in it, there is a college for teaching the feveral branches of political 
ceconomy fubfifting at Lantern , and projectors innumerable are fent to Frankenthal to 
eftablifh manufactures! 

That, notwithftanding the repeated and multifarious vexations they are expofed to, 
the farmers of this country are (till enabled to hold up their heads, is, no doubt, owing 
to the frequent emigrations. Thefe keep the price of land low, and enable the. half 
who remain (for above half are driven out) to fubfift with a tolerable degree of com¬ 
fort* 

Notwithftanding all the reputation which the manufactures of the Palatinate have 
gained, there is more fhew than fubltance about them. All thefe of Frankenthal put 
together are not equal to fmgle ones which might be named in Auftria, in Switzerland, 
at Berlin, and in feveral other countries. Excepting only the china manufactory, there 
is not a fingle one which employs a hundred men, or has a capital of 100,000 guilders. 
But here they call a place where three men and a few boys are making wafers, a wafer 
manufactory* In this fenfe, every taylor and flioemakeris fhop may pafs for a manu¬ 
factory, And yet they do not know how to prepare the produce of the country for 
the internal confumption of it* The tobacco which grows in the Palatinate is carried 
into Holland to be made, and brought back again for confumption* Another proof of 
the wifdom of this government is, the difficulties it places in the way of the exports of 
its own fubjefts* The city of Mentz, I have told you, fubfifts entirely by bread made 

12 * im 


RIESBECK’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 

in the Palatinate. Would you think that the court of' Manheim, which, like all the 
other petty courts of Germany, is ever ready to quarrel with its neighbours, notwith- 
OandirU every treaty and feeming appearance of amity between them, wanted to force 
the inhabitants of Menrz to come and buy their food in the Palatinate ? Before this, the 
farmers carried it to the city market; but the court of Manheim eftablifhed weekly mar¬ 
kets at Oppenheim, and other places near the.frontiers ofMentz. No doubt, it would 
h a ve been an advantage to the Palatines, had fl rangers brought the money to tneir mar¬ 
kets, and the El editor might have fet his own prices on his commodity, provided ukv. 
Menrz and the Rhincgau had been fo entirely dependant upon him as riot to have t..e 
noffibilitv of a fupply by any other means; but as foon as the people or Mentz law 
themfelves compelled to'pay'more than they did before, they opened an immediate trawe 
with the rich corn countries of the Wetterau, about Ufmgen and Friedberg; the conle- 
quence of which was, that the Palatines became the dupes of the caprices of their mai- 
ters, and were compelled to carry their commodity into France and Switzerland, with, 
far more trouble and far iefs profit. As, however, none of the project of this court 
have any confiftency, the markets of Mentis have, within them few years pah, been vi- 
ihed again. The cuftoms are no finall hindrance to exportation. 

Manheim is a very regularly built pretty little city, coni pining about -twenty-five thou* 
fand inhabitants, of which* fince the court refutes at Munich, it has loll about two thou- 
fand- The Manheimers very much want the Elector to refideAvith them, and leave 
Bavaria- which is at leaff fifty times as large as the Palatinate, to be governed by a de¬ 
puty. They cannot yet underftand what*it is their prince fees in Munich to give it the 
preference* Indeed they are fo confcious of the beauty of their own city, that they 
laugh in the face of any one who tells them there are finer places in the worm than. 
Manheim; which, after all, it is doing too much honour to, to call it a mimatuie ol 
Turin or Berlin, and other towns. Indeed, if you except the dull regularity 01 it, Mu¬ 
nich is a much finer city than Manheim, which has nothing worth feeing in it but the 
caftle, and church of the Jeiuits. Every thing eife that is called fine here is fo little and 
artificial, as to infpire a knowing eye only with difguft. But the Manheimers are alto¬ 
gether the proudeft people on earth. They have fo great an idea of the power and 
riches of th' ir country, as not to fcruple to rank their prince with the greatelt monarchs 
in the world. They allure you, with very ferious faces, that if they had not been the 
friends of peace, andaverfe to the filed ding of human blood, it would have been ea y 
for them to have taken poffeffion of Bavaria by force, notwithhanding all the preten- 
fions of the houfe of Auftria. Thefe ridiculous airs, no doubt, have arifen from then- 
being fin-rounded by letter Ifates, and their Elector being the firft or the imailer princes - 
but their univerfal motto in every thing is* iC Much buftle for little bufmefs.” I he love 
of pleafure, too, is fo univerfal here, that a taylor’s wife looks upon it as disgraceful to 
be faithful to herhufhand, This diffipation, and the love of drefs, has a very linking 
afpeft, when contrafted with the deep poverty that obtains throughout, Ihe women 
of this place are remarkably handfome, agreeable, and pleafing. 

The government of the Palatinate is one of themoft aroitrary in Germany, T. here 
are no (fates, and the privileges of the communities are the jefl of the court. But nere, 
more than in any other place in the world, you may be convinced that the mou defpo- 
tic prince in the world is the moft limited- The Elector depends on his lowed fervants, 
and is the dupe of ali who furround him. Every fubordinate minifter is a defpot in the lame 
manner, as far as the fphere of his power extends; fo that when a fovereign has not 
fpirit enough to look into the details of government, or at leaft to rebuke his mimiters, 
he is hire to find there is a confpiracy againlt him and the country, whilil there is no- 
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hody left to tell him the truth, or fay a word for the good caufe. It Is impoflible for 
the E left or to lay the firft done of a building, without being cheated in the mod fcanda- 
lous manner. 

LETTER LXVI. 

Cologne. 

IF God vouchfafes me life, brother, I will once more fail from Mentz hither; for 
never in my life had I a pleafanter voyage. The fail on the Danube is fine, but that on 
the Rhine far furpaffes it; and indeed I know nothing to compare with this lad, but the 
fail on the lakes of Geneva or Zurich. My company was agreeable, and the veffel a 
far different kind of a thing from the miferable rafters on the Danube: it had a malt 
and fails, the deck had rails round it, and there were windows and other furniture in 
the cabin. 

After having Iod fight of the magnificent and laughing Rhinegau, we were carried 
through a narrow valley, entirely occupied by the Rhine, which opens under Bingen. 
The contrad was extremely driking. The hills, which hang perpendicularly over the 
Rhine, are fometimes covered with various greens, fometimes with naked ftones, and 
now and then with blue or white dates: their appearance, their dope, the different and 
various culture which you fee every now and then upbn them, together with the wind¬ 
ings of the Rhine, change the profpeft almod every moment. Notwithdanding the 
difadvantageous fituation of it, the banks of this vale are much more peopled, and much 
better cultivated, than any part of the Danube whatever. You have a village almod 
every three miles, and every hill is crowned with a cable, formerly the habitation of 
fome German knight. The mod pifturefque fancy can point nothing more romantic, 
than the fituation of thefe cities and villages. We had a Scotchman with us, who had 
come over-land from the Ead Indies. The man was like a madman. He found fome- 
thing like Scotland in every place we admired ; but on my alking him what there was in 
his own country like the vineyards which we law, he fwore that, as to thefe, their uni¬ 
formity and dull regularity made them an unpleafing fight; and obliged him to refrelh 
his eyes with a fight of the impending hills. I anfwered him only by bringing him a 
■glafs of red Afmannfhaufer wine, which he found very drinkable. 

The fined fpots in this romantic country are thofe about Bacharach and Kaub (which 
lie direftly oppofite each other on different fides of the river), and thofe about St. Goar 
and Coblentz. The fituation of Bacharach is like the place itfelf, dark and tremendoufly 
beautiful. The hill, at the front of which the little town lies, hangs directly perpendi¬ 
cularly over it, and is in part covered with vineyards, which produce one of the bed 
Rhenifli wines. The fituation of Kaub is more open and more gay, and from the cir- 
cumdance of the houfes being painted of a light white upon a deep green, contrads very 
pleafingly with the wonderful black of Bacharach. In the midft of the Rhine, betwixt 
the two cities, on a rock w hich hardly rifes above the furfaceof the water. Hands a high, 
thick, folid tower, called the Palatine. This, which, as well as the two towns, belongs to 
the Elector, is generally looked upon by the common people as the original feat ot the 
family. You can conceive nothing more fingular or driking in a landfcape than the 
fituation of this tower, when viewed from a certain didance. 

The country about St. Goar is quite of a different kind. On the banks of the Rhine, 
on the right, and on one of the perpendicular hills, which are dibinguilhed by their ma- 
jedic appearance, there bands an old cable which they dill keep up. The left Ihore, 
on which the city bands, is dill more perpendicular, but it is cultivated.with fingular in- 
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duftry* The vines are planted as at Rudelheim, on a number of fmali afcendant ter- 
races, which rife to a great height- The fpace betwixt the rock and the ftreapi is fo 
narrow, that the inhabitants are fometimes compelled to build in the rock itfelf. Juft 
above the city there rifes majefticaliy a fort called Rheinfels, which gave its name to a 
branch of the houfe of Hefle Caflel; but fince the death of the pofleffor, has fallen, With 
the country belonging to it, to the head of that houfe* The townitfelf is very lively, and 
far the heft betwixt Bingen and Coblemz. The inhabitants appear to be a very a£Hvc 
race of men. A little above the city, the fhort windings of the conftrained Rhine form 
a whirlpool, known by the name of St. Goar's bank* Though no remarkably bad acci¬ 
dents ever happen here, we were witneffes to one, which ihews that it has not its name 
for nothing, as the whirlpool on the Danube has* A large veffel from Cologne hap. 
pened to be going down the river with us. It had taken on board an old experienced 
pilot, who, in the dangerous places, flood very deep in the river. The horles pulled 
very ftrong: on a iudden, the pilot was fo entirely borne down by the ft ream, that the 
veffel lay in a minute on the other bank of the river, though this was a hundred and fifty 
paces diilant from the place it was going down. By great good luck there was a wherry 
betwixt it and the rock on which it ftruck, which prevented it from receiving great 
damage* It was, however, obliged to be hoven off. 

About a mile above Coblentz, feveral old caftles and little towns, fituated at the top 
and bottom of thefe woods and hills, form very pleafing views. At length you behold 
the little town < 5 f Lahnflein, at the back of which there is a rough, tall mountain* Near 
the town, a gullet, through which the river Labn runs into the Rhine, forms a very 
pleafing perfpeGive* The valley is ftill fo narrow as to be wholly occupied by the Rhine. 
As you approach towards Coblentz, it begins to widen to the left* At a diftance you 
fee a magnificent convent of Carthufians; on a great hill, ftraight before you, the city;; 
and to the right, the fteep rock crowned by the fort of Ehrenbrekftein. At the foot of 
the hill is the majeftic taftle inhabited by the prince, and feveral magnificent buildings. 
The whole has an effefl not to be defcribed. 

Coblentz is a very pretty, though fomewhat dead town, which contains about twelve 
thoufand inhabitants* The prefent mailer, a Saxon prince, and brother-in-law to the 
Emperor, continues true to the old fyftem. He is exemplarily good, and I believe that 
it is his goodnefs, much more than any political views, which makes him fo attached 
to the papal fy ftem of church government. In a voyage he lately made to Augfburg, 
he carried his veneration for the Pope fo far, as to throw himfelf on his knees before 
him in the public church* There alio exifts a letter of his to his brother-in-law, in 
which he reproaches him, in very fevere terms, for his intended projedt of reform. 
Thefe remonllrances were net, however, well received : the Emperor looked upon the 
holy father in a very different light from the good archbifhop* The latter, however, 
is upon the whole an excellent prince; nor does his piety,as that of princesfometimes 
does, degenerate into indolence and weaknefs. 

This ecdefiaftic owes his advancement entirely to the Emperor, lie was firft recom¬ 
mended by him to the Chapter of Luttich, who refufed the recommendation with great 
harfhnefs* The Chapters of Mentz, Wurtzburgh, and Luttich, are the only ones in Ger¬ 
many who endeavour to preferve their freedom of election. Upon the refufal of Lut¬ 
tich, the Emperor tried Treves, who made lefs difficulty. As Elector, he has at leafl 
500,000, and as bifhop of Augfburg near aco,ooo guilders. Befides this, he is co¬ 
adjutor of Ellwangen, where, in time, he may expefi at leafl 8000 guilders more. 
Three fuch pieces of preferment would almoft make m think with Bellarmine: Only 
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make me Pope (Taid a Ionian patrician to one who wanted to convert him), and I will 
be a Chriflian!” 

The country betwixt Coblentz and Cologne is very fine and very well peopled. There 
is a beau til til town near the latter. Newvied is quite new, regularly built,and full of in- 
duftry. The inhabitants enjoy not only a perfect freedom of religion, but an exemp¬ 
tion from taxes, very feldom to be met with in Germany. The place is more particu¬ 
larly c!iffinguifiled as the rcfidence of a colony of Moravians. Juft over again;t it, on 
the oppofirc bank of the Rhine, lies the old town of Andernacb, which, though not fo 
handfome as Newvied, is extremely full of life. Bonn, the refidence of the Elector of 
Cologne, is the largeft and handfomeft town betwixt Coblentz and Cologne. It con¬ 
tains twelve thoufand inhabitants. Till you come within two or three miles of Cologne, 
the banks of the Rhine have (till hills, only the chains of hills are loiter than betwixt 
Coblentz and Mentz, and they are now and then broken by final 1 plains; but here the 
hills terminate to the right with feven large pyramids, called the feven hills. Thefefo'rm 
a fine amphitheatre, and on one of them there is an old caftle. From hence to the Ger¬ 
man ocean there are no more remarkable hills. Here Iikewife end the dominions of the 
German Bacchus. 

The whole flrip of land from here to Mentz, is one of the richeft and be ft peopled 
in all Germany, fit this courfe of eighteen German miles, they reckon twenty cities, 
which lie on the banks of the Rhine, and were moll of them known to the Romans. 
There ftill remain figns enough to prove, that thtfe were fame of the nrft countries 
broke up. Neither nioraffes nor heaths interrupt the agriculture, which is carried on 
with great induftry, from the banks of the river to a great diftan.ee up the country. 
Whilil many caftles and cities, built in other parts of Germany, in^the times of Charle¬ 
magne and his fucceftors, particularly under Henry the Firft, have been deft roved, tbofe 
which were built in this country not only remain, but feveral frefh ones have been added 
to them. 

It is certainly true, that the natural fruitfulnefs of the country, and the facility of 
exportation by the Rhine, contributes in a great degree to this; but it is alfo owing to 
the nature of the government. In the three ecclefiaftical electorates, they know nothing 
of the heavy taxes under which the fubjeCrs of the temporal princes fo heavily groan. 
They have raifed the cuftoms very little. No fpecies of ilavery is known here. There 
is no need of heavy taxes to portion out princefles. They have no overgrown armies, 
nor do they fell the foils of their farmers to foreign powers, nor have they taken any 
part in-the civil or foreign difturbances of Germany. From all this it follows, that 
though they do not encourage arts and manufactures fo much as they might do, agri¬ 
culture has been carried to a height amongft them, which it has not reached in any 
other part of Germany, So true it is, that nature will do of herfelf all that laws and 
acts oi parliament can produce, as foon as you remove the impediments that Hand in the 
way. 

The foreft of fliips in the port, and the numerous church fteeples, give Cologne a 
very magnificent appearance at a diftancej but it all vanifties as foon as you fet foot 
within the gates. I he ftreets and the inhabitants are alike dark and ugly, I had fcarce 
made my entry, when I met with an event, which gave me no very high idea of the po¬ 
lice of the place. On my landing from the vefiel, they fent a foldier with me to the 
inn, to fearch my baggage; but we were hardly alone, when he told me how old he 
was, what a trouble it would be for him to go to the inn, and in fhort offered to let me go 
where 1 pleafed, provided I would give him a few ftivers. This I eafily complied with; 
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I had hardly got rid of him, when a troop of beggars a flailed me, and followed me 
quite to the inn. Here I met with another fpecitnen of the manners. The hoftefs 
was bargaining with a dirty monk to fay mafs for her. He alked 14 ftivers, and flie 
would give him only 12. At length, when they had ft ruck their bargain, and the 
prieft was gone his way, there came another, who had overheard all that had pafled, and 
offered the hoftefs, if fhe would be off, to fay tnafs for ten ftivers. By the next poft 
you fliall hear more from this city, which has an extraordinary appearance through¬ 
out. 


LETTER LX.VII. 

Cologne* 

COLOGNE, brother, is in every refpeft the uglieft town in all Germany ; there is 
not a Angle building worth feeing within its walls, which are nine miles in circumfe¬ 
rence : moll of the houfes are falling to the ground ; a great part of them ftand quite 
empty ; and as to the population, I cannot give you a better idea of it, than by af- 
furing you, upon my honour, that my landlord, an officer of the city, with whom I have 
taken np my abode for two months, pays only 50 guilders a year for a very handfome, 
large houfe, with a court, ftables, and a large garden, in one of the beft ftreets in the 
city. Round the walls, which euclofe the whole domain of the ftate, there are feme 
hundred farm houfes, which produce all the greens, together with as much butter, 
cheefe, and milk, as is ufed in the city. In many ftreets there is dung laying before the 
houfes on each fide. Many are fo empty, that you may walk in them for an hour, 
without feeing a fingle human creature. The great fquare or place, however, would,, 
from its fize and beautiful rows of lime trees in it, be one of the mo ft magnificent in 
the world, if it was not darkened by the half-fallen buildings about it. 

A third part of the inhabitants are privileged beggars, who form here a regular cor¬ 
poration : this is no fatirc, as you may think it, but the fober truth ; they fit upon rows 
of ftools placed in every church, and take precedence according to their feniority: 
when the eldeft dies his next neighbour takes his place. The old people, who belong 
to the fraternity, confider a place upon thefe ftools as a provifion for a fon, or marriage 
portion for a daughter. Many of them have ftools belonging to them in feveral 
churches, which they vifit alternately, on the days of the moft brilliant feftivals, and 
divide among!! their heirs when they die. On the few days of the year on which there 
are no feftivals they difperfe about the city, and moleft the paffengers, with an info- 
lence and rudenefs not to be conceived. 

Another third of the inhabitants are ecclefiaftics. There are thirty-nine nunneries 
in this place, above twenty convents for men, and more than twelve hofpitals; befides 
thefe, the place is crowded with a motley race of men, which are called Abbes; but 
thefe are not as they are with us, the powdered fmirking ecclefiaftical beaux, who 
make parties with the ladies, and attend at their levees; but rough dirty clowns, be- 
fmeared all over with tobacco, who play for pence with the peafants in public ale- 
houfes; or, after having faid mafs in the morning, run of errands, clean fhoes, or are 
porters for the reft of the day. I have never feen the church in fo contemptible a 
ftate as it is here. There are feveral ecclefiaftics who do not themfelves know what 
they are. 1 am acquainted with a canon who makes 2oco guilders a year of his ftall; 
but has affured me himfelf that he has never faid mafs, nor feen his church, for a 
twelvemonth. I met another of them in a coftee-houfe, kept by a young woman, whom 
he loved, but who was likewife courted by a merchant’s clerk. The rivals having en¬ 
gaged. 
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gaged in a game of billiards, from words proceeded to blows, until the prebend was 
laid fairly under the table. When we had with fome difficulty made peace, the clerk 
went his way, and now there followed another extraordinary feene. The canon had a 
pretty young man with him, whom he had lodged and boarded for fome time. He 
took it fo ill that this toad-eater had not taken his part, that after reproaching him with 
the favours he had conferred on him, he renounced his friendfhip before us all. The 
part of our abbes is played here by thefe regular canons, the Antonites, and the priefts 
of the order of Malta. You fee them about the ladies in all the great houfes. As to 
the nuns, there are four of them big with child at prefent, and fix are immured, far 
not having underftood the art of not being with child. In the firlt days of my abode 
here, the Ion of a gentleman, to whom I was recommended, took me with him to a nun¬ 
nery to vifit his filler. We found her with another friend in the fick room, where 
they are allowed to receive vifits. In the firft quarter of an hour of the vifit, I dif- 
covered that iny friend was not come to fee his filter, and that her friend’s diforder was 
not very dangerous. I found the filter agreeable enough, not to be tired with her, 
whilfl the brother was entertained by the friend. The next week the filter was ill, 
and the friend attended her to the hofpital; Ihe gratefully returned the favour the 
week after, and I foon found that, let me flay here as long as I pleafed, we ffiould 
have viliis to make every week, till the whole circle of difeafes had been gone through 
by the nuns. 

The want of proper government is the caufe of the illimited freedom, which is enjoyed 
by the ecclefialtics of this place. They live in the greatell anarchy j for though they 
are properly fubject to the controul of the Archbilhop of Cologne, the magiftracy of 
the place is jealous of the Archbiihop’s power, and will fuffer none of bis orders relating 
to difeipline to be carried into execution. Thus between the contention of the two 
powers, poor difeipline goes to the ground. 

The lalt third of the inhabitants confilts of fome patrician families, and of the mer¬ 
chants and mechanics, on whom the other two parts live. Upon the whole, Cologne is 
at lead a century behind the reft of Germany, Bavaria itfelf not excepted. Bigotry, 
ill-manners, clownilhnefs, flothfulnefs, are vifible every where j and the fpeech, drefs, 
furniture of the houfes, every thing in fliort is fo different from what is feen in tile reft of 
Germany, that you conceive yourfelf in the middle of a colony of ftrangers. I do not 
mean to fay there are no exceptions, for 1 have been in fome houfes, the matters of 
which are diftinguilhed for their tafte and elegantjnanner of living j but the exceptions 
are indeed very few. 

It is owing to the government of the country that this city is fo far behind the other 
ftates of Germany. Together with the hatred of innovation comrhon to all republics, 
and ufual impatience and weaknefs of the magiftrate, the abfurd corporation fyftem pre¬ 
vails here with more force than in any other of the free imperial cities. I will only give 
you one inftance, by which you will fee how impoffible it is for this town ever to go on 
improving as the reft of Germany has done. A few years lince there fettled here 
a baker from the Palatinate, who, from the circumftance of the other bakers baking 
Inch bread as only an inhabitant of Cologne could eat, foon drove a thriving trade. Jea- 
loufy of his good fortune foon brought his brethren of the company to his houfe, and 
they pulled down his oven. The affair was carried into a court of juftice. On the 
day it was to be determined, not only the company of bakers, but the other compa¬ 
nies of barbers, iaylors, Iboemakers, &c. affembled round the court-houfe, and fwore 
they would put an end to the magiftrates and magiftracy together, if, by their licentious 
decree, they allowed any man to bake better bread than the other gentlemen of the 
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corps. The magiftracy knew its men, who on a former occafion had hufiled feme of 
them in the church-yard j and admonifhed by the precedent, they made this fpirited 

decree:-“JTbat whereas th§ audacious baker had taken upon him to bake bread, 

fuch as the reft of the corporation did not bake* he ihould build up his oven again at his 
own expence, and, for the future, be cautious only to bake fuch bread as the town had 
been wont to feed upon.” 

1 he obftinacy with which the feveral corporations of the place defend their privileges, 
the rudenefs of the common people, which fome love to decorate with the name of li¬ 
berty, and the immoderate and unreftrained licentioufnefs which obtains untverfally, 
render Cologne very deferving of the name of Little London, by which fome of its in¬ 
habitants love to diftinguifh it. Like the great London, it is remarkable for the pride 
of the common people, and the infolence with which they treat ftrangers. Having be¬ 
haved rather impertinently to their neighbours, the Eleftor of Cologne, and the Elec¬ 
tor Palatine, an attempt was made to reform them in the mod effectual way, by cut¬ 
ting off their provifions. The magi ft racy immediately difpatched meffengers to the Em¬ 
peror, to acquaint him that they were upon the point of being ilarved to death ; and in 
the mean time the burghers rubbed up their old fwords, and affembling in crowds in 
the aleboufes, and other public places of the city, denounced death and vengeance on 
the Eleftor. The Emperor, out of pity, had the interdict taken off} and ever fince, 
the populace have exclaimed,—* c We have brought the Eleftor to reafon : he was ap¬ 
prized of our intended march, and hasafted very wifely in not allowing matters to come 
to extremities !” Precifely in the ftyle of the canaille of London. 

A governing burgom after of Cologne (there are fix of them, two of which govern 
every year) holds nearly the fame ft ate as the Lord Mayor-of London. He wears a 
Roman toga, half black, half purple, a large SpaniOi hat, Spanifti breeches, waiftcoat, 
&e. He has alfo his liftors, who carry the fafees before him, when he appears in his 
public character, In the iaft war, one of our regiments deft red to march through the 
city ; but it was oppofed, on pretence that the King of Pruffia was their liege lord, in 
his capacity of Duke of Cloves, and Count of the Mark \ and they told the Colonel, 
who defired to have the gate opened to him, that they were determined to obferve a 
ftrift: neutrality. It was in vain for him to remonftrate that he was conducting auxili¬ 
ary troops to the fervice of the Emperor, their fovereign lord. The gates were kept 
fhut, and nothing lefs than the pleafure of having their houfes burned about their ears 
would content the mob of the place. However, when the cannon was planted, and 
ready to lire, the council thought better of it, and, to the great mortification of the po¬ 
pulace, determined to permit the paffage. The Commandant, as foon as he had got in, 
immediately made the beft of his way to the hall, to remonftrate with the Mayor, whom 
he found, in all the infignia of majefty, on his throne, eneompaffed with his lifters. 
As thefie, however, did not prevent a few remarks from being made, the Magiftrate 
immediately drew up, and ordering the liftors to raife the fafees, afked the Colonel, 

Whether he had a proper conception of the dignity of a Roman Burgomafter ? Or 
whether he knew that he reprefented the majefty of the Roman Cariars, and had only 
opened the door to him out of good will ?” The officer, who had drawn up his troops, 
with their bayonets fixed and firelocks primed, in the grand fquare, and was in full pof- 
feffion of the city, could not abftain from laughing ; but as he already had the door in 
his hand, the only anfwer he made was, You are not quite right in your head !” 

The want of all police, a want which in this town conftitutes the effence of liberty, 
brings hither from the Upper Rhine, Weftphalia, the Imperial Netherlands, Trance, 
and Holland, vail numbers of people who choofe to live incognito. There are very 
vol. vi* n n good 
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good focieties to be met with, made up of the better fort of thefe advent urers, numerous 
Prufliak and Imperial officers, the canons belonging to (he foundations of the place, 
fome patricians, and Prqteftant merchants. The hrifir navigation, particularly of the 
Dutch, for which this is the ftsple, which they dare not pafs by, the low price of all 
the neeeflaries of life, the neighbourhood of Bonn, the total abfence of the infupportable 
court airs and infolence of the nobleffe, which you meet with almafl in every other city, 
the wholefornenels of the air, and the cheerfulnefs of the inhabitants of the neighbour¬ 
ing electorate and duchy of Berg, renders this a very agreeable abode to thofe who 
wifh to mix fbmewhat of the country with the city life, notwithllanding the difagree- 
able manners of the majority. This ferves the philofophical obferver for matter ol 
perpetual remarks, which he cannot make fo eafily any where elte. Indeed all the 
characters of middling life are here more Itrongly marked than in any other place I 
have ever been in. 

Thefe morofe and heavy people are equally diftinguiffied from the reft of Europe for 
their religious as well as for their political fuperftitions. 

The republican pride gives a colouring to every thing done here, which cannot but 
highly intereft a friend of humanity, were it only to make him laugh : which, you know 
was the ufe which Democritus of Abdera made of his fellow-citizens, to the no final! 
advantage of his lungs. 

The fuperftition of this little London furpafles every thing of the kind you can 
imagine. They are not contented here with fingle faints, but muft have whole armies 
of them. A few days fmee I paid a vifit to the church of St. Urfula, where flie lays- 
with her eleven thoufand virgins. The walls and floor of the church are filled with 
coffins and bones. Though, as "this holy princefs lived in the time of the heptarchy, it 
will be fomewhat difficult to conceive how ffie could get together eleven ihoni'and virgins 
in her father’s dominions; a man who flioiild attempt here to fnbtract a fingle one from 
the number, would run a very great chance of being knocked on the head. Wonder¬ 
ful as this ftory is in itfelf, other wonders are brought in confirmation of it. Arnongft 
the reft, there is a monument which has a fmall coffin encloled in it, and on which the 
following words are written.—“ A natural child was buried in this church with the 
virgins; but, innocent as he was, they would not fuller him to mix bis bones with 
theirs, but drove him out again, and there was a neceflity of burning him above 
ground.” If you are not thoroughly verfed in the hiftory of thefe ladies, you will be, 
perhaps, glad to hear that authors do not quite agree in their accounts of them. The 
Italian legendaries, a jealous race of curs, where foreign miracles are concerned, think 
there is a zero too much in the infcripiion; others, that the Princefs had a maid of 
honour called Undecimilla, who by fome blundering monks was changed into eleven 
thoufand. Here alfo lies interred in a church which bears his name. Saint Gereon, 
(not Geryon,) with twelve hundred or twelve thoufand (for they do not Hand fora cy¬ 
pher here in reckoning up faints) of his foldiers. One of the three Hermans, who are the 
fubjeds of a wretched popular novel, alfo work wonders upon wonders here. Almoft 
every one of the two hundred churches of this place has fome male or female faint be¬ 
longing to it, on which the monks and beggars live. What delighted me nioft in this 
way, were two wooden horles painted white, which are looking out of a window in an 
old building of the new fquare. The hiflory of this monument was given.me in the 
following terms: “ A wealthy young woman was formerly buried from this houfe, 
with very rich ornaments, which the grave-digger having obferved, he came in the night 
to rob the corpfe ; hardly had the coffin been opened, when the woman flood up, 
and feizing the lantern, which the aftcnilhed grave-digger dropped in his fright, walk- 
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td dire&lv home with it; (he knocked at the door; the mad came to the window, and 
Sled who was there. Your miftr*, anfwered the other. The girl immediately ran 
whh ll e meffage to her mailer, who not being perhaps pleafed to hear that his wife was 
come back again, cried out, ‘ It is as impolthle lor it to be my wife, as for the two 
hmfo to come out of the Itsbles, run up into the garrets, and look out of the window. 
No former faid than done; the two nags immediately trotted up (fairs, and have remain¬ 
ed at lire window to this day.” The poor man had no remedy but to take back his wife, 
who lived feven years with him after that, and wove a great quantity ol linen, whtch, 
together with a fet of paintings, exhibiting the whole Rory, ts Ml to be feen m the 
neighbouring church. Unfortunately for the (lory, it is to d with precfely the fame 
circmnltances In two other parts of Germany; only the Co ognefe, who are m every 
thZ diltingulllicd fem the veil of die fonsof men, have addtd the vtftble and perpe¬ 
tual monument ofthe two horfes; but this city is very rich in fables of this kind. 

It is not here as in the other dark parts of Germany, where final! tales only ferve for 
the amufement of the idle; no, no, tile Colognefe are in downright fenous earneft ; 
tbev confider their country as the fpecial habitation of faints, and the earth itfeh as ho y, 
and are equally ready to become martyrs for the truth of the proportions, or to make 

'"TiSr to defend the whole with a degree of heat that at- 

in oft turns their heads: whereas, in the other parts of Germany, there is fomethmg ro- 
mantic in all the ftories of the faints, which correfponds with the jovial turn of the peo. 
pic; fo every thing of the fort told here is melancholy, cruel, or nonfenfical, like the 

1Cl The S priefts of the place, efpecially the monks, carry no better ftories than thefe with 
them into their pulpits; nay, fome of my friends have affured me, that the whole mo¬ 
rality of the confeffors refts upon them : thus, if a young man comes to confefs an af¬ 
fair of gallantry, he is immediately told, « that the devil having caught a young man 
and a young woman in bed together, wrung off the neck of the one, and plunged the 
other into a lake'nine times hotter than burning pitch. Of al the fermons Lheard here, 
the certain medium by which to judge of the morals of a people, there was only one, by 

a Carmelite, that was not flat nonfenfe. _ , 

A neceffarv confluence of all this is, that the manners are more corrupted heie than 

in any other place under the fun. The churches themfelves are made places of ren¬ 
dezvous, where every kind of Ucentioutnefs is in part agreed upon, and in part carried 

* effect 

in The evening fervices of the monks are like the evening walks in the fuburbs of Vienna, 
and every alehoufe round the place teems with adultery and fornication. If you hap¬ 
pen to tro into them on a holiday, you will commonly find the vtfttors m fuch a ftate of 
drunkennefs, as exactly reminds you of the old Germans and Scythians. 

LETTER LXVIII. 

Cologne. 

HERETOFORE Cologne counted thirty thoufand men bearing arms, and in the 
twelfth century it ftood a fiege againft the whole empire united. Her commerce was fo 
flourifliing, that foe was at the head of the Hans cities of the third older. Indeed, 
when we confider the many circumftances favourable to it fuch as the fituation on one 
of the moil navigable rivers in the world, the fhores of which are covered with inhabi¬ 
tants • the ftaple, the republican form of government, the admirable roads which con- 
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nect it with all Germany, and various other circumfiances; the greatefl wonder of all 
the wonders of this wonderful city is, how it can poflibly have contrived to fail fo low : 
at prerent it does not contain more than twenty-five thoufand fouls. Their manufactures 
are low. Save a fingle one of tobacco, a few'infignificant laces, and the pins which are 
made by the wives and daughters of the poor people, all fpirit of induftry is effectually 
fupprefled by monkery, and the diffolution of manners Infeparable from it. Thofe who 
pafs for merchants are only brokers and commiffi oners for thofe of Francfort, Nuren- 
burg, Auglburgh, Strafburgh, Switzerland, and other countries. Excepting a few 
fmall bankers, there are hardly above ten or twelve houfes, that have any thing like a 
folid commerce ; the object of thefe are drugs, from the fale of which a great deal of 
money is annually brought into Germany : wine, wrought and unwrought iron from 
the mines of Naflau, which are the molt famous for the production of this metal, after 
thofe of Styria and Carinthia; wood from the Upper Rhine, the Maine, and the Necker, 
and a few other lefs important articles. The greater part, too, of thefe very few mer¬ 
chants is made up of French and Italians, who far furpafs the natives in underfhindirig, 
induftry, and frugality, and make up their fortunes on this never-failing capital. The 
moft folid commerce of all is in the hands of feme dozens of proteftants, who can nei¬ 
ther obtain the privileges of citizens, nor yet the liberty to ferve God in their own way ; 
they go to church at Muhlheim, a pretty town in the Palatinate, at fix miles diftarice! 
Befides the manufaflures they are engaged in here, they have concerns in feverat others 
in the Pruflian territory, and in the Palatinate. 

When a ftranger objefls to the people of Cologne, their intolerance towards the moll 
ufeful part of the inhabitants of their city; when he compares the ftupidity, barbarity, 
debauchery, and poverty of the citizens of the place, with the knowledge, induftry, fru¬ 
gality, and riches of the foreigners, they are not at all affeCted with the juftice of thefe 
remarks, but turn them to their own advantage in the following manner: “ Thefe he¬ 
retics,” fay they, “ are loft fouls; their hearts are wrapt up in worldly pofleflions, which 
God vouchfafes them in order to render their damnation the greater. God has evidently 
reprobated.the rich in his holy writ, and their riches are the faggots which in another 
world will be piled up to burn them!” With opinions like thefe, which the monks hold 
forth from every pulpit, it is not to be wondered at, if the third part of the inhabitants 
of the city are beggars. 

The numerous mips which are always to be found in the ports of this city, exhibit 
the moft disgraceful inftance of the manners of the people. There is hardly'a river in 
Europe which is navigated fo high from its fource as the Rhine is in this place; the 
quay, which is above a mile long, is almoft always filled with Chips; but the goods on 
board, which, according to the Jaws of the ftaple, fiiould be loaded only on'fhips be¬ 
longing to Cologne or Mentz, almoft all belong to foreign merchants ; of thefe the 
Dutch hups are moft confiderable; they are diftinguiJbed by the kind of magnificence 
and clean!inefs peculiar to this people; they are at kail one-third longer than our com¬ 
mon merchant Ihips of two mails, and carry from one hundred and fifty to one hundred 
and eighty tons; they are drawn by horfes, and can alfo occafionally ufe their fails at 
the fame time; nor, in proportion to their freight, do they want above half the number 
of horfes which are ufed in the navigation of the Danube from the Ulm to Vienna 
The proprietors of thefe (for a river) immenfe veffels commonly live on board even 
when they are at Amfterdam or Rotterdam; to which laft city, unfavourable a’s their 
veffels are for a fea navigation, on account of their length, fmall height and breadth 
they often fail through the Texel when the wind is favourable. As long as they lie in 
this port, they treat their friends with ail kinds of foreign wines, and a variety of re, 
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frefhments, after the Dutch manner. I have had many a jolly party in fach veflels, 
where we have danced down the night. The fliips of this place, and thofe from Mentz, 
which take goods in here for the Upper Rhine, are much lmaller than the Dutch ones. 
Many of thefe, however, are large enough to load one hundred and twenty tons, or as 
much as a common two-malt Ihip. All thefe fhips are built of oak, and according to 
the principles of iliips which go to fea, only with this difference, that their length is 
greater in proportion to their depth or breadth. 

Nothing difplays the conftitution of the German empire in a better light, than the 
navigation of the Rhine. Every prince, fo far as his domain on the banks reaches, 
con riders the fliips that goby as the veflels of foreigners, and loads them, without dif- 
tin&ion, with almolt intolerable taxes. They do not in the leaft confider, whether the 
commodities which pafs by are the produce of Germany or other countries, and whe¬ 
ther the empire will gain or lofe by them. On the contrary, fome of the articles ex¬ 
ported from Germany, fuch as wine, wood, &c. have greater taxes hid upon them, in 
proportion to their intrinfic value, than any foreign ware. Flourifhing as the banks of 
the Rhine now are, they would be Hill much richer if they belonged only to one mailer, 
and were governed according to the principles of a found policy; as things now are, 
the exports of the country are vifibly cramped by the numerous ctiftom-houfe duties, 
fo as to make it aim oil incredible how navigation can be fo great as it is. 

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, as Germany was approaching near to the 
anarchy in which it in fad fliii continues, the princes of the Rhine, particularly the ec- 
cleliaflical ones, either by force or flattery, compelled the Emperor to give them fo 
many cultoms as to make every city a cdftom-houfe: originally all the cu(loins 'belonged 
to the Emperors; but their want of mtn, money, and other fervices compelled them to 
part with moll of them to purchafe friends. Whitft the anarchy laited, every one took 
by force what was not given him by freewill; and at the peace, they found means to 
preferve themfelves in the poiieffion of what they had Hole. The Emperor Albert had 
the idea of endeavouring to recover them, but he was not fufficiently powerful for the 
undertaking. 

In the fmall diflrid between Mentz and Coblentz, which, with the windings of the 
river, hardly make twcuiy-feven miles, you don’t pay lefs than nine tolls. Between 
Holland and Coblentz there are at leaft fix teen. Every one of thefe feldom produces 
lefs than ;5,000, and commonly 30,000 guilders a year. In this eftimate I do not 
comprehend a number of articles which pay toll in fpecie, and make a part of the pay 
of the toll-gatherers. An old Englilh writer has qualified thele tolls of the German 
princes, which evidently contribute to the ruin of their country, with the name of an 
incomprehenfible fury. It is, indeed, a very different method of proceeding from that 
of a government, which, inftead of putting-clogs on the exports of the commodities of 
the country, gives premiums for them. It likewife often happens, that the temporary- 
revenge of the neighbouring princes, occaftoned thefe unpatriotic tributes to be carried 
much higher than the fettled eftimate. When the EleCtor Palatine made it difficult for 
the city of Mentz to export the com of his country, the Archbilhop endeavoured to re¬ 
venge himfelf by railing the toil of the grape of the Palatinate, the tobacco, and the 
other productions. On the other hand the E left or Palatine had reprifals made by his. 
toll on the Lower Rhine, and revenged himfelf on the Mentz wines which were carried 
to Holland. Every fpecies of chicanery, which hoftiie powers can ufe towards each 
other, was made ufe of on this occafion. The town of Treves pollefies the ftaple privi¬ 
lege on the Mofelle; there have been inftances of this ftaple being moved from one 
place to another, in the fame principality, in order to hurt the ftaples of Mentz and Co- 
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logne. The Eleftor of Treves took it into his head to move his ftaple from Treves to 
Coblentz, where it was far more profitable to himfelf, bat infinitely prejudicial to the 
navigation on the Rhine, and the exports from Holland. Fortunately the ftrong op- 
pofition he met with from the court of Vienna did not allow him to carry his project 
into execution. The eternal difputes between thefe princes has occafioned feveral con- 
greffes, in which our court has been forced to take a part, on account of Alfatia, which 
fufTers infinitely by them. Every thing, however, that was agreed upon, only ferved 
for a new' bone of contention; and they mu ft be fuffered to cuff each other, till feme 
ftronger power arife and cuff them all to pieces. A great revolution awaits thcl'e coun¬ 
tries, when the Archduke Maximilian is come to the government of Cologne, and 
Munfter ; a revolution by which, happen what may, it is hardly poffible that the coun¬ 
try fliould lofe. 

The prefent government of the archbifhoprick of Cologne, and the biflioprick of 
Munfter, is without a doubt, the moll active, and molt enlightened of all the ecclefiaf- 
tical governments of Germany. The miniflry of the court of Bonn is excellently coin- 
pofed ; and the biflioprick of Munfter, befides the efteft which their influence has on it, 
is happy in the patriotifm of the feveral members who compofe the affemblies of its ftates. 
The ecelefiaftics of both the countries are a mod ftriking contrail to thole of the city of 
Cologne, for their great learning, and good manners. The cabinet of Bonn is Angu¬ 
larly happy in the eftablifhment of feminaries of education, the improvement of agricul¬ 
ture, and induftry, and the extirpation of every fpecies of monkery. The electorate of 
Cologne is worth about 1,000,000 of Rhenifli guilders a year, or about ioo,oco 
pounds, and that of Munfter about 1 ,200,000 guilders. With thefe two great prin¬ 
cipalities, the Archduke wilLall'o have the biflioprick of Paderborne, worth about 
600,000 guilders, or 6,000 pounds a year. Some perfons are of opinion that even this 
will'not be thought fuffkient, but that the Emperor has fo managed his matters, with 
the chapter of Liege, that, forgetful of its ancient jealoufies, it will likewife choofe 
the Archduke for its archbifliop, on the death of its prefent incumbent. This bifhop- 
rick brings in at leaft 1,200,000 guilders, the greateft part of which, however, like that 
of Munfter, goes into the cheft of the ftates, the lock and keys of which, the Prince’s 
fingers are not fuffered to touch. The Prince with his income as matter of the Teutonic 
order, which amounts to at leaft 400,000 guilders, will have a revenue of 4,400,000 
guilders, which will make him the moft powerful ecclefiaftical Prince in Germany. The 
fenfe of this made the Pruflian court, whofe dominions in Weftphalia will be in great 
jeopardy by this arrangement, make ftrong reriionltrances at Bonn, and Munfter againft 
the nomination of a coadjutor, but they were without efteft. No doubt, but this ele¬ 
vation of a Prince of the Houfe of Auftria will be of fatal confequence to the balance of 
power of the empire. A branch of filch a houfe, propped as it will be with all the 
power of the Low Countries, and fituared amid ft a number of finall principalities, partly 
occupied by the creatures of this houfe, would not only be very formidable to the greateft 
part of the empire, but alfo, under peculiar eircumftances to Holland itfelf. It would 
be able, efpecially if fupported by fome fubfidies from Vienna, to keep on foot an army 
of 20,000 men, to w hich if the imperial troops in the Netherlands were to be joined, 
there would be .army of near 60,000 ready to fpread terror and defolation far and near. 
In former times a biihop of Munfter alone had it in his power to make Holland tremble. 
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LETTER LXIX. 

Amjlcrdam. 

I HAD intended to go from Cologne to Holland by the Rhine, and promifed myfelf 
rreat pleafure from the journey, but the King of Pruflia forbad the fport; he fuffers no¬ 
body to go by water through the territory of Cleves, in order not to hurt his polls by 
laa j w hich arc formed. You are obliged to take the pods on the frontiers, or at leaft 
to pay certain taxes, if you have a carriage of your own. “ I his,” faid I to fome failors 
of Rotterdam who told me of it, “ this,” laid t, “ is againfl the law of nature, againft 
the law of nations, againlt' the law of hofpitality, and againft ail the laws in the world. 

« We have known that,” anfwered they, “ long ago.” 

As bein'* prevented from going by water, I determined to lee as much of the country 
as was poflible by land, and for this purpofe partly on horfeback, partly on foot and 
partly in the carriages of the country, 1 wandered over the ieveral parts of Weftphaha 
belongin'* to the King of Pruflia and the elector Palatine, entirely iiulifterent where the 
vifit (hall carry me, and following olily the direflion of my note. 

The reward however was well worth the trouble I took for it, for the degree of cul¬ 
tivation and riches far exceeded all ideas I had formed of them, and quite aftoiiifhed me. 
\U the cities and villages abounded in tradefpeople. Muhlheim, Elberfeid, Solingen, 
Sorft Ham, Dnifburg, Meurs, Wefel, Cleve, and fome other cities have capital manu¬ 
factures in them. They make a great number of linens and woollens, fupply almoft all 
the country of the Upper Rhine, Suabia, and Franconia, with white threads : they have 
befidts manufactures of handkerchiefs, friks, and cottons; they prepare Heel and iron 
at Solingen. better than in any other part of Europe, England alone excepted. Their 
commerce extends all over the Netherlands, part of Franconia, and the whole empire. 

This wonderful induftry, united to the natural fertility of the country, renders this 
one of the rich ell, and molt remarkable pi rts of Germany; a gentle ad mini (tea ton, 
and a fecuritv againft defpotifm, derived from the ftates of the country, contribute not a 
i rrle to the happinefs which obtains. The inhabitants are cheerful, holpitable, and well 
mannered ; they may be quoted as a new inftance to be added to the numberlefe ones 
1 have a 5 ready given# of the little influence which religion has over the civil condition of. 
meii, when attended with other local circumftances. 1 hough the proteftants in this 
circle are far from bring fo enlightened, or fo tolerant, as thofe of their perluafions in 
other-countries, and though they are much more add;tied to fenfuai enjoyments than 
their brethren of other places, they are, notwithftanding, the moil induiirious people, 
and the bed fobjeds that can be found ; nor does the bigotry of the catholics hurt the 
manufacture and agriculture of the country, their education only directing it to fuch ob- 
jeds, as have no connexion with manners, or civil fociety. Every thing therefore in 
my opinion depends upon the habits amidlt the which men grow up. When once in- 
dultry is habitual to a people, the mofl abject fo per ft it ions will have no influence on 
their temporal felicity ; the priefts themfelves will render their ferrnons conformable to 
the manners of the country, nor will the monkifh theorifts themfelves be able to overturn 
them. There are as many legends in this country, as in Cologne, nor are the people 
lefs fond of proceffions and pilgrimages, and yet they are infinitely more indurtrlous, 
more frugal, and more wealthy than at Cologne. It is neither therefore the fault cf the 
religion, or iuperftiuon, but of the government alone, that the people of Cologne are 
fo debauched, and that the priefts of the place openly recommend debauchery, as a loofe 
education has made their religion prejudical to them. The corporation fyftem, which: 
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more activity and clevernefs would have made a blefling to the country, is become the 
curie of it. In a word, police, government, and executive juftice are fubjecl under a 
weak adniiniflration to the fame abufes as government, nor is it the religion itfelf, but 
the abufes of it, which make it ever prejudicial to the date. 

The upper part of Weftphalia, which lies at a greater didance from the Rhine, is not 
ft> well cultivated, and by nature much lefs productive, than the country I am now 
fpeaking of: it is occupied by many heaths, and morafies, which for the mod part pro¬ 
duce only turf, and in the better places dyers wood. Some parts of the country, filch 
as part of the dutchy of Minden, and marquifate (if Tecklenburg, are remarkably well 
peopled, but this is compenfated by the linking depopulation of fomeothers; many 
parts for inftance, of the hilhopricks of Munder, Ofnaburg, and Paderborn, the mar¬ 
quifate of Bekhlein, and fofrie domains in the electorate of Hanover. With all this, 
this part of Weftphalia is the proper country of hemp and flax, which are fome of the 
richeft produfts of this country. The greatefl part of the hemp and flax, which is ma¬ 
nufactured hi the parts of Weftphalia about the Rhine, Holland, the Andrian Nether¬ 
lands, and the French Netherlands, comes from this part of the. country. Befides this, 
there is a great part exported raw to England, Spain, Portugal, and America. Though 
thefe productions are found in great plenty in the other parts of Germany, particularly 
in the electorate of Hanover, the circle of Lower Saxony, Ileffe, Waldeck, and Fulde, 

I queftion much, whether all the flax and hemp of the other parts of Germany, taken 
together, are equivalent to the quantity found here. According to the eftimate of an 
intelligent friend of mine who lives at Munller, the annual exports of raw and fpun 
flax and hemp, out of the fmgle circle of Weftphalia, amount to 5,000,000 of Rhenifti 
guilders. I do not take into this account, the numerous manufactories of thefe materials, 
which are confunied in the parts of the circle of Weftphalia, about the Rhine. All the 
flax and hemp, raw and worked, exported out of all Weftphalia, taken together, mu ft 
at leaft be eftimated at, 7,000,000 of guilders, or 700,000 pounds.—Thefinefl flax and 
hemp grows in the territory of Bielefed and Kerooft. It almoft refembles ft Ik. 

When you go out of Weftphalia, and enter the territory of Holland, it appears to you 
as going out of a pig-fly into a fine garden. The country round Nimeguen efpecially 
is a Unking contrail to what you fee in Weftphalia. I fliall fay nothing to you of the 
magnificence, fymmetry, and cleanlinefs of the Dutch cities, nor of the numerous and 
expenfive canals, the Tides of which are for the molt part planted with fine rows of 
trees, nor of the numerous gardens. There are deferiptions of all thefe ihings in abun¬ 
dance. This magnificence, however, and regularity is tirefome in the end. I at leaft 
cannot Hand the tedious uniformity of this country and its inhabitants. All the cities, 
villages, roads, and canals, are fo fimilar, that they appear copies of the felf-fame indi¬ 
vidual picture, lhe country indeed is only made to take a walk through; and, with¬ 
out bulinefs, no man of tafte will ftay in it long. With refpeCl to real value alfo, it is 
only a frogged out beggar parading about in a rich gown which he has ftolen. The 
Palatinate, which is not more than one-fifth of Holland, is of infinitely more natural 
value. 

The inhabitants, likewife, taken in general, are only well drefifed beggars; their 
riches do not belong to them,, for they enjoy them not; they are only the guardians of 
their money. When you are invited to dinner by a man of middling rank, the magni¬ 
ficence of the diflies, the cleanlinefs of the room you dine in, and the expenfivenefs ofthe 
furniture, make you expect a princely meal; but when diflieS; are fet on, you find no 
more, nor lefs, than you would have at the table of a good Weftphalia peafant. All the 
merchants pafs the whole week in their counting-houfes, where they gorge themfelves 
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with tea. They are fo intent upon their bufinefs, and fo entirely taken up with their 
fpeculations, that you may pufli their guts out aitnoft without difturbing them. On 
Saturdays they go to their expen five gardens, where they fpend the whole of the Sun¬ 
day, and enjoy themfelves juft as they do in their counting-houfes. I had occafion to 
vifit one of them in his garden; he was taken up all the afternoon, in gathering fallad 
for his flipper. Another Ihut himfelf up, and fpent the whole Sunday in killing flies in 
his fummer-houfe. Thefe, and fmoking tobacco, are their common amufements in 
their hours of recreation. When they are in company, they fit as if they were pinned 
to their chairs, gape at each other, and every quarter of an hour converfe on the news of 
the day, which, of all the news publilhed in Europe, is the moll piteous. This is the 
quinteffence of political nonfenfe \ and their ecclefiafticks, who, to the lhame of the refor¬ 
mation, are greater monks than the German capuchins, will give you the quinteffence 
of the fpirituai. Were it not for the ftrangers, efpecially the officers, and fome of the 
nobility who have been poliflied by their voyages, there would not be a tolerable fociety 
to be met with throughout all Holland. 

Their government, and police, is as extraordinary as the country and every thing 
bears a tint of the inconverfible melancholy and niggardly humour of the natives. 
It is received as a common opinion here, that no dilh of fiih, which you know is. the 
in oft ordinary produce of the country, is brought to table, which has not been paid for 
once to the feller, and fix times to the (late. The fpirit of the inhabitants, which re¬ 
volts at every idea of facrifice to the public good, compels the magiftrate to lay thefe 
heavy impofts upon the firft neceffaries of life. It is thefe heavy charges, as well as the 
aftonifliing tranquillity of the inhabitants, which are the caufes of the miferable living of 
this country. I will only give you one fpecimen of their police, which is extraordinary 
enough. A ftranger, who knows nothing of laws, and the cuftoms of the country, 
happens to fend his fervant to a wine-merchant to buy a bottle of wine ; the merchant 
gives it the man, without telling him a word of his danger; the fervant carries the bot¬ 
tle home in his open hand; he is met by a conftable, and alked where he bought it, 
which the other tells without difficulty ; but no fooner has he done fo, than he is ar¬ 
retted, and, in due procets of time, tried, and banifiied the country. Thus the poor 
fervant alone fuffers, and neither the mailer who fent him, nsr the merchant who fold 
the wine in retail, which, according to law, ought only to have been done by thofe who 
keep taverns, are at all puniftied. 

LETTER LXX. 

Amjierdam. 

THIS, dear brother, according to the generally received opinion, frogs-ftolen coun¬ 
try is originally nothing more than fand, brought down by the Rhine from Switzerland, 
and the upper parts of Germany; and fea mud, which the north and weft winds have 
caufed the waves to bring up. There is in no part of it any folid earth ; and as early 
as on the borders of the duchy of Cleves, you find the tnoft evident marks of this coun¬ 
try’s having been formed like the Egyptian Delta, with this difference only, that the 
Nile yields a molt fruitful foil; whereas the Rhine carries nothing with it but a hard 
fand. Parts of Brabant and Flanders have been formed in like manner by the Scheld, 
the Maefe, and feme other rivers: there are notorious proofs of this. At a great dif- 
tance from the coaft, in Flanders, you find under the good earth, dry land, and under 
this again, large layers of good earth, as if the rivers and fea had by turns depofited 
their fands and their mud. The whole coaft of Germany is of the fame kind, as far as 

VOL VI. 0 o tile 


28s RIESBLCK’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY*. 

the Elbe; throughout all this diftriS there is no folid ground ; and as to the rocks and 
hills-, nobody thinks of them* 

The fea forms boundaries to herfelf, which fhe never paffes, but in cafes of extreme 
neceffity. Her playful waves have made the downs which reach from Calais to the 
Texel, and which protect the land, which is in fome cafe lower than the horizontal fur- 
face of the fea, from her devaftations; but, when a north or north-weft wind turns her 
from her natural good humour, into a fit of anger, file overthrows in an inftant, what, 
with the help of the neighbouring rivers, fhe has been building for many centuries. 

Even in the time of the Romans, the Y, which reaches from Amflerdam to the 
Texel, was full folid land, watered to the eaft by the Yffel, and to the weft, as fome 
imagine, by the Rhine* In fome tempeft, the fea demolifhed the downs, which extend 
from the northern coaft of Friezeland, to the country of the Texel; the rivers, in the 
mean time, having extended their mouths in the fand, which was their works, there 
came at length an extraordinary flood, which raifed the rivers, and united with them to 
deftroy the whole country. Since that time, but particularly fince the independance of 
the country, it has been the conftant care to re-unite thefe final! ftrips of land, which 
the flood left behind it, with the (olid land. Thefe ftrips are commonly only fand banks, 
fome of which have been fenced with dykes, and joined to North Holland ; others arc 
embanking every day, as every (trip of land, let it be ever fo barren, is of infinite value 
to the inhabitants. A fimilar procefs has taken place betwixt Groningen and Eafl 
Friezeland, by the mouth of the Ems. The great bay of Dollar was originally formed 
by a powerful flood, fince which, a great part of the fea fwamp has been dammed in, , 
and wonderfully cultivated. But as faft as they recover land on one fide, the fea re¬ 
venges itfelf by fpreading on the other. The fea of Haerlem grows wider every day, 
and threatens to break the dykes betwixt Leyden and Haerlem, and make a perfect 
ifland of North Holland. In the laft century the fea demolifhed a great part of the 
ifland in which Dordrecht is fituated, and fixty thoufand men peri filed by this accb 
dent. 

Dreadful as the fea is to the main land of the Republic, flic is {till a more formi¬ 
dable enemy to the illands which ccnftitute the province of Zeeland ; but what file 
executes on the continent by violent ftornis, fhe undertakes here by craft and cunning : 
moft of thefe iflands are lower than the fur face of the fea j the inhabitants have in con- 
' fequencc attempted to fecure themfelves by very expendve dykes ; thefe dykes confifl 
of large trees, which are joined together with large needles to prevent the kakerlak. 

The fea is perpetually undermining them, and wafliiog the earth away from them by 
degrees ; in many places they are already quite naked. This compels the inhabitants 
to build other walls behind their dams, which, expecting the fame fate, muft in time 
leave the whole at the mercy of their enemy - 

Nor are the inhabitants of the middle of the country in a better {filiation. The ter¬ 
ritories about Niineguenand Arnheim, the moft beautiful and moft fruitful in all Hol¬ 
land, will in time be fubdued by the Rhine* As it depofits immenfe land banks in the 
middle of the country, in time it will be reft rained by them in its courfe, and compelled 
to open itfelf new ways* In many diftricts about Betuve, the fand is already fo high,, 
that at every fweil the river is driven with a terrible hurricane to the oppofite fhore; 
this will happen till it has finally broke itfelf a new bed, and covered with its waters all 
that is now ploughed land, or the lite of villages and hamlets *—Nunc Rhenm eft ubi 
*Xroja fuh —The many canals which ftave been made to receive part of the waters of 
thefe rivers, are by no means fufficient to break their force. Their fand, particularly 
thgt of the Maefe* accumulates at their mouths and flops them up ; nor does the di- 
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vifion of the waters ferve for any other purpofe, than to compel them the more, in pro- 
cefs of time, to overflow the middle of the country, for want of having fufficient ftrength 
to maintain their old mouths. 

Thefe canals, and the abundant diggings of turf, entirely diveft this country, which 
is the fport of the Rhine, the Maefe, and the fea, of all fecurity. In the dircft line 
betwixt Rotterdam and Amfterdam, there is dyke upon dyke; all thefe hollows have 
been occalioned by the digging of the turf; molt of them are fo deep, that it is impol- 
fible to draw the waters of them into the canals, which are on a level with the furface 
of the fea. What a ruin will take place, if once the waters of the neighbouring rivers 
break in upon them, or endeavour to open a way through them ! In fhort, no Dutch¬ 
man can promife his children a durable habitation, faveonly the inhabitants of Guelder- 
land, which is nothing but fand, and thofe of Over-Yffel and Drenthe, countries which 
are almoft nothing but moraffes and heaths, and throughout the habitations of colds, ca¬ 
tarrhs, and fevers. 

Turn we our eyes from the phyfical fituation of the country to its prefent political 
one, which is much worfe. 

Many fuperficial writers of the hi (lory of Holland have obferved, that the republic was 
too young, and its conllitution not fufliciently firm and folid; but this opinion has been 
controverted by a whole herd of Dutch writers, who have brought the brilliant parts of 
their hiftory to fhew, how little their conllitution had Hood in the way of their united 
exertions. The event, however, has contradicted all the nonfenfe hitherto written on 
the fubjeft. The brilliant aftions performed by the anceftors of there men, were, in 
part, the effeft of a patriotic enthufiaftn, which neither is, nor, by the nature of things, 
can be, of long duration in a republic entirely commercial, and partly arofe from the 
benevolent and perfonal influence of a demi-god of the houfe of Naffau. I heir opera¬ 
tions were never the refult of a folid conllitution, which keeps bodies in a regular de¬ 
gree of heat, and makes them aft with uniformity and alacrity. Even in the courfe of 
the war, in which the republic figured amongll the firll powers of Europe, it frequently 
experienced, that the different members of the body were not well compacted and con¬ 
nected together. 

The enthufiaftn of the inhabitants, the preflure of circumtlances, and the altoniihirig 
aftivityof fonie princes of Holland, could do wonders, and raifethe republic above it- 
felf, fo long as the other powers of Europe were not entirely formed, and did not know 
the whole of their ftrength; but fince thefe times, the latter have taken uncominQnly 
large ftrides, and the republic has gone back, as it mull continue to Ho, for want of a 
fufficient degree of internal ftrength. In thofe wars, in which the force of the repub¬ 
lic Ihone fo bright at fea, there was no naval power of Europe which poffelfed above 
thirty Ihips of the line; the greateft force the Englilh could eppofe, confuted of twenty, 
and in the moll bloody engagements betwixt the two nations, there were hardly ever 
more than twelve or fixteen on a fide; the fleets were, for the moll part, made up of 
frigates, and other leffer craft, 

Thefe rimes are now long gone by; Great Britain has a hundred and four Ihips of 
the line, befides frigates. If by exorbitant taxes, the republic could even build a for¬ 
midable navy, it would be impoflible for it ever to man them. According to the lifts 
of the admiralty, there are to be fixty Ihips of the line, with a proportionable number of 
frigates, ready for the fervice of the enfuing year ; but at this very moment, that they 
have but fixteen Ihips, there is a cry for failors in every corner. The pay, it is true, has 
been doubled, and projefts have been given in to make ufe of part of the land troops in 
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the fea fervice; go, however, where you will, you meet with nothing butfailors, who 
exprefs their abhorrence and d deflation of the fervice. 

Far from its being able to fliineas a firli-rate power, it will be neceflary for the repub¬ 
lic to exert every nerve, if it means to hold rank even amongft the fecond order of naval 
powers in Europe. In order to do this, the inhabitants mult become patriotic enough 
ro contribute largely, even in time of peace, to the neceflities of the fiate, which is as 
poor as they are rich. The India Company, whofe adminiftration is ftill more miferable 
than that of the Englifh, and which, incredible as it is, is loaded with debt by the rob¬ 
bery of its fervants, and the intereftednefs of the proprietors, muftbe entirely fupprefied, 
and its pofl'eflions governed by the republic; the land troops, a miferable jell upon 
armies, and of which the Swifs and Dutch alone defer ve the name of foldiers, mu ft be 
entirely dilbanded. and their immenfe pay employed in the fervice of the navy. When, 
all this is done, poffibly the ftate may be in a fituation to keep up a conftant navy of fifty 
or fixty fhips of the line; but in the prefent ftate of things, even if the fifty or fixty 
fliips that are promifed could be got ready, the belt thing that could be done with them, 
would be to fell them direftly to the neighbouring power of Europe, which would give 
molt; the republic itfelf has neither ftrength enough to keep them manned and in a 
ftate of fervice for a courfe of years, nor good will and power enough to preferve them 
at the end of the war; they mull of conrfe rot again in a fhort time. As the republic has 
made conquefts abroad, the defence of which, in the prefent times, far furpaffes her 
power, file has the good will and jealoufy of her neighbours to thank for ftill continuing 
in poffeflion of them. 

But fmall as the refources of the republic appear to be, when confidered with regard to 
the prefent political fyftem of Europe, the conltitution of the country does not allow her 
to make all the ufe of them they might be put to. Not only abroad, but in Holland it¬ 
felf, the republic paffes for a confederacy of feven, or, taking in the country of Drenthe, 
of eight fovereigns. Nothing can be fatfer than this eftimate; there are a greater num¬ 
ber of independent ftates in Holland than in Switzerland, or the whole German empire; 
and whatever appearances may fpeak the contrary, the bond of union is much ftronger 
in thefe laft countries than it is in Holland. Every city, every country of this republic 
is a free ftate; the members of every province ftiould indeed be only the repr.efentatives 
of the ftates of a country, as they formerly were; but they are in fa£t become true 
ftates, according to their titles. The States General are no reprefentatives of feven or 
eight fovereigns, but only the refults of the deliberations of many ftates, which are 
united by a fpecial bond, and call themfelves a province. The cities of Ainfterdam, 
Rotterdam, Leyden, and many others, have, during this war, not only very frequently 
forgot the provincial judicature, which, with the other ftates of the province, they have 
erefted as a kind of congrefs , but have behaved as if they were in every refpeci inde¬ 
pendent ; I fay, as a kind of congrefs , for that they are no fuperior tribunal, but only 
the members of a congrefs, who, in particular cafes, poffefs the higheft authority, is evi¬ 
dent from feveral affairs having been removed from this judicature to the particular 
ones of each city. All the tribunals of Holland muft be looked upon as congreffes of 
different fovereigns, who can difunite at pleafure. Even the council of war, pre-emi¬ 
nent and important as it is, is of the fame kind. The diftrifts of Oftergo, Weftergo, 
the Seven Woods in Friefland, &c. although only properly bailiwicks, are at this inftant 
occupied in feparating entirely from the provincial affembly, and erefting their own tri¬ 
bunals, m dernier refort, among themfelves. In feveral reprefentations which they 
have made to the Stadtholder in their own names, and without the participation or ad- 


RIESBECk’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


285 

\ice of the other ftates of the country they direftly call themfelves fovereigns* Theaf- 
femblies of the States General themfelves are nothing lefs than a body reprefenting one 
independent fovereign* The members of it, though conftantly together, are no more 
than ambaffadors for the moment, who mud inform their refpe£Uve provinces of 
every event that falls out, and direct their deliberations by the wifdoin of the multitude 
in thefe. 

Immenfe as the anarchy appears in the contexture of the whole, it is ftill greater in 
each fiogie ftate and dill rift. There the collifion of oppofite interefts, the variety of 
lpirits and humours, and the downiih ftupklity of the common burghers, allow the de* 
magogues to make their advantage of every tiling that falls out. Each particular go¬ 
vernment is the theatre of ever-contending fa&ions, the heads of which have no thought 
whatever but of their own private intereft. This war hasfurnifhed innumerable in¬ 
fiances of protection afforded by faction to the greateft criminals. Here, in Amfterdam, 
there are four or five houfes, who can do exactly what they pleafe; whilft the public is 
deluded by falfe news, venal journalifis, and every fpecies of political deception. In 
proportion as the one city gets more from England, or the other more from France, 
they become entirely French or Engliffi, without any attention whatever to the well¬ 
being of the whole. The intereft of thofe cities which fubfiit by navigation is altogether 
different from that of thofe on the main land, which depend only on agriculture and in- 
duftry* As the nobility look entirely to the Stadtholder for advancement, for the fame 
reafon the burghers are conftantly united againft him, and fo the war betwixt them is 
end lefs. The eonfcioufnefs of the difad vantages which the Hate mu it fiiifer from thefe 
controverfies, in cafes where concord and activity are neceflary, are the reafons why the 
Dutch have never been able to do without the Stadtholderfhip, as they have frequently 
wifhed to do; but though they have got it, the evil genius of the republic has always 
contrived to render it of no ufe in thofe very cafes where it was calculated to do the 
111 oft good. As in time of war the fpirits of men are moft heated, and people are apt 
to fee things in the falfe lights in which their own paffions or the glofs of faQion repre- 
fent them ; it has always happened, that the time pitched upon to curb the power of the 
Stadtholder, has been that in which alone the extenfion of the dictatorial power might 
have been of fervice to the country ; the confequence is, that the republic bears all the 
burthen, without enjoying any of the conveniences of the office. It is abfolutely ridi¬ 
culous to hear and to read all the reproaches which are made to the Stadtholderate,. 
entirely arifing from foolifh fufpicions, or the falfe reports of interefted demagogues* 
Were the people cool enough to fee things in the right point of view, there are feveral 
phyficai and moral confiderations fully fufficient to make them eafy, exclufive of the 
perfonal qualities of the p re fent Stadtholder. At one time he is reproached with his itv 
eret underftanding with the court of St, Jame$ s s£ at another, they fuppofe that he wants 
the abfolute dominion over his country. It is certain, that the Prince wifhes Eo be 
upon good terms with England ; but he is not therefore a traitor to the country front 
which he derives the great eft part of his fupport: his wifhes in this refpect were foch 
as the beft interefts of the republic dictated, and-his object was to put it in a (filiation to- 
prefer ve the neutrality ; but the people were deaf to all his representations, and he has 
been compelled to expiate the fins of others; the confequences of which he would, had 
it been poffible, have prevented. Long before the breach, he represented to the States 
General the urgent neceffity there was for them to increafe their forces by fea and land ; 
but his remonftrances were vain, and the only effect produced by them has been, that 
now ilhdifpofed perfons revenge themfelves on him and the Duke of Brunfwkk, who 
has done the ungrateful republic fpecial fervice, for the good advice they gave* They 
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are the martyrs of truth—and by what means can the prince poflefs himfelf of the go* 
vernment ol the republic? With twenty-eight thoufand of the wretcheded foldiers in 
the world, who, it you except the nine thouiand Swifs and Germans, are not equal to 
the taking of Amfterdam, And fuppofing him to get all Holland, what would he be 
the better for it when lie had done? France, England, and even the Dutch Eaft-India 
company, would take care to prevent him from pafleflmg himfelf of any part of the fo¬ 
reign dominions. The rich, too, would leave a land in which there was no longer any 
liberty, according to their notions of it, and betake themfelves to England or America; 
the arts and induftry would of courfefoon follow, and the prince would not have enough 
left to defend himfelf againft the fea, the rivers, and the frogs, 

Thejealoufy which the natives entertain for the numerous German princes and nobles, 
which were employed by the Prince and his right hand, the Duke of Brunfwick, in the 
army, contributed much, no doubt, to leffen his authority ; but without thefe ftrangers 
the land fervice could not have been put upon a refpeftable footing. As to the natives, 
the factionswhich eternally fobflft among them ft and in the way of all fubordination, re¬ 
gularity, and military difcipline; every /tripling belonging to a demagogue of Amfter¬ 
dam or Rotterdam confiders himfelf as a particle of the fovereignty: it would furniffi 
endlefs food for fatire, to recount how many irregularities in the fervice a rife from this 
ftngle caufe.—Even on the Swifs, who are fo averfe to any kind of nobility, this treatment 
of the Prince and the Duke has had no good effedt. 

The evil, however, which really undermines the Stadtholderdnp, lies much deeper. 
It is the fame which brought Charles.to the block and Cromwell to the protedlorate; 
which raifed the Whigs, and was fo long the objefl: of SwifPs fatire. It is generally 
imagined, that it was the American revolution which raifed the republican fpirit which 
ib iuddenly poflefled the Dutch ; but it had long been in them, and only flept till 
awakened by the prefent war. The reformed, whofe opinions are fo favourable to de¬ 
mocracy, and the Memnonites, who publicly preach the equality of mankind, but treat 
all who ft and in their way without pity, are the real inlfruments which opprefs the 
Stadtholder. Thefe enthufiafts are without comparifon the richefl people in the repub* 
lie; they are alfo the mod numerous part of the inhabitants of fome of the greateft ci¬ 
ties, for inftance, of Haerlem. The fums which thefe advocates for the natural equality 
of mankind have lent out for many years pall at fix, eight, and even ten per cent, to 
the poor nobility, have made the latter entirely dependant upon them. The confequence 
of this is, that though their religious opinions will not allow them to take any part in 
the government of the {late, their fecret influence is inexpreffibly great. Thefe hypo¬ 
crites, who confider it as a fin to wear metal buckles or buttons, but will ufe every fpe- 
des of nieannefs to fill their purfes with the ducats of honed men, have ufurped fuch a 
power, as to threaten the very near downfall of the Stadtholder, the only bond of union 
which fubfiftsin the republic. The heads of the Dutch mob are filled with every kind 
of aonfenfe which thefe pretended faints can fugged. —As they knew that the Stadtholder 
was too forgiving, too good-hearted, and, if the truth be told, had too little experience 
to make head againft a mob himfelf; the fird thing they did was to procure the banifh- 
nient of the acute, determined, and dubborn Duke of Brunfwick. His ruin was the 
prelude to the ruin of the Stadtholder, whom nothing can poffibly fave but a fpeedy 
peace, which will reduce thefe republicans to their former inativity. 

It is enough ; this war has {hewn the republic to Europe in all her nakednefs; it has 
been made evident, that {he has no folid conditution, nor, as the red of the European 
powers now ftand, ftrength enough to make her refpe&able as a friend, or formidable as 
an^enemy* For four-fcore years {he was entirely forgot. During this period, tile ava¬ 
rice 
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rice of individuals Rifled every idea, both of her former power and the public good. 
Iler neighbours, in the mean time, acquired great ftrength ; at length the Englilh 
gave her a kick on the breech, and waked her out of her flcep: when the had opened 
her eyes and feen how far flic was gone backwards, flie ftrove to make amends for her 
negligence; but all her efforts were little better than grimaces, and only expofed her to 
the derifion of the world. 


LETTER LXXL 

Ojlend'. 

SINCE this town has been made a free port, the trade of it has very much increaf- 
ed ; it is, however, much to be feared, that after the war it will relapfe into its former 
infignifscancy. All the Englilh, who are here, cry out on the dangerous entrance into 
the haven, by ftormy north north-weft and wefterly winds, the narrow bafon, and the 
want of many other conveniencies. 

The fituation of Antwerp would have been much more advantageous for the ad¬ 
vancement of trade, but the Dutch have locked up the mouth of the Scheld. Their 
forts not only govern the river, as they fhould do according to treaty, but they have 
literally flopped up the mouth of it. Sunken fliips filled with ftones, immenfe dykes of 
ftone, pallifadoes, and other things of the kind, barely leave room enough for finall 
boats to go by. Twenty millions of guilders would not be enough, in twenty years, to 
remove the impediments which the Dutch have laid in the way of the trade of 
Antwerp. 

There is no want of gold in Brabant and Flanders. Antwerp, Bruffels, Ghent, and 
Bruges, are (till filled with the treafures which were amaffed, when thefe towns were 
what England and Holland now are. The burgeffes of thefe cities have a fhare in all 
the great undertakings, and loans of the neighbouring nations. Their commerce of 
exchange is immenfe, probably infurance is not fo fafe among the Dutch themfelves as 
it is here. Antwerp is one of the moll famous places of infurance in the world.—In 
the laft Bavarian war, the court of Vienna, having determined to raife a loan in thefe 
countries, were aftonifiied at the quicknels with which the money was raifed ; but the 
inhabitants of Ghent and Antwerp let the regency know, that if there was occafion for 
three or four times as much, it would be as eafdy procured. Ever fince that time the 
court feems to know the value of its pofleflions in the Netherlands. 

Notwithftanding this, the induftry in thefe countries is upon the whole very different 
from what it \vas. The heirs of thofe treafures, which w'ere accumulated between the 
twelfth and fifteenth centuries, endeavour to make money of them in the eafieft way j 
nor is their way of living calculated to improve them to the utmoft. They are the 
moft extraordinary compound of fiothfulnefs and induftry, ftupidity and'acutenefs, 
activity and cowardlinefs, goodnefs of heart and treachery, that can well be conceived. 
An Englifhman once faid of them, “ They have the impudence of the French, without 
their pleafantry ; the pride and bigotry of the Spaniards, without their fenfe of honour j 
the ferocity and harflinefs of the Dutch, without their punctuality; the debauchery of 
the Germans, without their integrity ; and as to their bodies, they are blocks, from 
which the carver attempted to make Engliihmen, but couLl not cut them out.” The 
piflure is in general juft, as thefe inhabitants of the Netherlands are an affemblage of 
all thefe nations.—But what they are moft confpicuous for, is want of honour. You 
muft have agreements in writing in all the common t ran factions of life. You are in 
danger of being firft overcharged, and then carried into a court of juftice by every 
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workman of whom you befpeak a piece of work, if you do not put down your agree¬ 
ment in black and white. 

With refpett to their bodies, they, and the Saxons, are the molt like the Germans 
defcribcd by Tacitus : their bodies are of a very unwieldy make, and adimpetum vatida. 
What, too, Tacitus fays of the old Germans, that they can bear neither hunger, nor 
thirft, nor heat, nor cold, nor yet any long work, is true of them. In the imperial 
armies they are accounted good partifans, but are never put to regular fervice without 
extremeneceffity. They have an extreme abhorrence of difdpline, and look uoon it as 
a fevere punifhment to be fubjed to the rules of the fervice. If their robberies'and ma¬ 
raudings are not overlooked they do not lalt a campaign. In fhort, it is only in adion 
that they fhew themielves at all foldiers. 

Spain, Italy, and Portugal excepted, there is no country fo overloaded with monks 
as the Auflrian Netherlands: there are in many towns forty or fifty convents; feveral 
prelatures are worth 200,000 guilders, 2000!. per ann. If you divide the income of 
the country into four parts, one will be found to belong to the priefthood, one to the 
nobility, one to the fovereign, and one to the people. The bigotry and intolerance of 
the inhabitants is beyond all description, and is a marvellous contrail to the corruption 
of their manners. 

The nobility of this country are extremely rich, and live in a very high flyIe. Bruf- 
fels is one of the molt beautiful and moll brilliant cities in Europe. It has loft a great 
deal by the death of Prince Charles, who fpent 700,000 guilders a year in the city, and 
whofe lofs has not been made up for, by the economical Duke of Saxe-Tefchen. I 
have not feen any where a finer place than the large market-place of this city ; all the 
houfes in it are built in a ftyle and with a degree of magnificence that you hardly fee 
any where out of Italy. You meet here with excellent company, who are not difficult 
of accefs to a llranger. There are feveral clubs, after the manner of the Englifh, 
where you find the greateft freedom and good humour. One of the beft of thefe con- 
filts of the Duke of Arenberg, Mr. Hopp, the Dutch minifter, (a man in general efteem 
on account of his knowledge and good qualities) our minifter, fome of the nobility of 
the place, and fome Englifh. No man can become a member but by ballot. The 
room in which they meet commands a very fine view of the public walks, on one fide 
of which it Hands. The club meets twice "a week: a member has the privilege of in¬ 
troducing ftrangers, almoft without any difficulty. Linguet was a member of this club. 
Tt he fubfcription is four louis-d’ors each member, for five months ; for this they have 
a fumptuous table; the wine is paid for feparate. There are feveral other leffer aflocia- 
tions of this kind in Bruflels; nor have I met with a place in which this appendage of 
refined life and manners was better underflood than it is here. Since the Englifh have 
come fo much to Oftend, and. the court o'f Vienna has flattered them with the hopes of 
making a peace for them, every thing in Bruflels is become Englilh ; they ride, play, 
hunt, and eat, a /’ siwgloife 3 and all the focieties are become clubs. The town at leaft 
has loft nothing by this. 

1 he Duke of Saxe-Tefchen, the governor, lives very quietly with his wife ; he (hews 
himfelf not to be a lover of large companies or expence, not with ft an ding that he has an 
income of 4,000,000 imperial guilders, or 40,000!. per annum. The Arehduchefs fel- 
dom fhews herfelf with the externals of imperial magnificence; her principles on this 
point are much the fame as thofe of her hufband; her favourite amufement is hunting; 
there are few perfons that are better hands at fhooting flying than fhe is; fhe has had a 
wonderful education, as well as her other filters. Her hufband too does honour to the 
imperial court by his principles of government. 
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There is no province in the hereditary dominions of the Houfe of Auftria, the (fates 
of which have preferved a degree of refpect equal to that which thofe of the Nether¬ 
lands Hill poffefs} I imagine that it is the affluence in which the burgeffes live that 
has made them preferve fentiments of liberty, which you look for in vain in Hungary ; 
then their interelts have rendered nobility entirely dependant on the court; the want 
of large cities too mull have very much lightened the trouble of the imperial court, 
when it found itfelf compelled to undermine the privileges of the Hates of Hungary. 
Even in Lombardy, the power of the nobility proved a weak dam againfl the power of 
the court. But this power the common burghers are at all times interfiled in ieffening, 
as they have more to give and lefs to expe& from the court than the other members of 
the Hate. The diftance of the imperial refidence, and the example of Holland, which 
the court of Vienna has perpetually before its eyes, will no doubt have contributed 
foinething towards keeping up the old conftkution of this country. 

Singular are the events which take place in this earth of ours. The revolution which 
made Holland a free commonwealth, broke out in the Aullrian Netherlands. Whilfl 
every thing here was already in motion, the Dutch thought not in the lead of making 
themfelves free. Nor would they ever have been fo by their own exertions, as even in 
the earliell times of the republic they announced the 11 othfulnefswhich Hill renders them 
remarkable. It was only fuch a lingular genius as the Prince of Orange, who could 
have fecured them the freedom which they feeraed to have no defire of for themfelves. 
But fee how matters have ended; religion took the prefent provinces of Aultria from 
an undertaking to which they had firft laid their hands, and now they are made ufe of 
to opprefs Holland. What a comradi&ion ! 

LETTER LXXII. 

OJlend. 

• TO-MORROW, brother, I lhall fail for England ; but before I go, permit ine to 
rake one general review of the whole. 

Germany, taking in Silefia, is at leaft one fifth larger than France. It contains about 
twelve thouland fquare miles. The foil is different, in different parts. A great part of 
it however is produ&ive to a degree which, France and Italy only excepted, is not to be 
found in any other country in our part of the world. The immenfe mafies of rock in 
the fouthern parts of the circles of Auflria and Bavaria, and the fands of the north, which 
almoft comprehend the whole circles of Lower Saxony, Brandenburg, Pomerania, the 
Laufitz, and the north of Wellphalia, are not, it is true, capable of fuch cultivation as 
the upper parts of Germany ; but this would be a great advantage if once the interells 
of the whole were common. The mountains of the South contain almoft every kind 
of metal in prodigious quantities, and in the greateft perfe&ion, and the fandy places of 
the North, together with the bell wood for building Clips, furnifh hemp, flax, and wool, 
in great abundance. 

Bohemia, Moravia, Silefia, the archduchy of Auftria, Bavaria, Suabia, the countries 
about the Rhine, the Aullrian Netherlands, and thofe parts of the circle of Upper 
Saxony, which are not in the pofieflion of the King of Prullia, produce corn, cattle, 
wine, and all the firft neceffaries of life, in fuch plenty as not only to be fufficient for the 
fupply of all Germany, but even for great exportations.—In a word, Germany is the 
only country in Europe, which is independent of all the world, for a lupply of all the 
necefi'aries and conveniences w'hich a large and flourilhing Hate requires, or which a 
great power Hands in need of for its defence. France is deficient in wood, cattle, (par* 
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ticularly horfes) the moft neceffary metals, and linen ; and Rullia is obliged to import 
wine, wood, horfes for hard fervice, and various other articles; but Germany has 
every thing which thefe two very rich, and in many refpe&s very different countries 
produce, and a great fuperfluity of what they want befides. 

The lad mentioned and belt provinces of Germany, contain about fix thoufand four 
hundred fquare miles. To judge of the population you muff reckon two thoufand 
five hundred men for every fquare mile; at leaft a variety of different eft i mates agree 
in this ; and if Bavaria, Heffe, and fome other countries fall fomewhat below this cal¬ 
culation ; others, as Auftria, Wirtemberg, the Netherlands, and different parts of the 
circle of Upper Saxony, go beyond it. This part of Germany contains alfo about fix- 
teen millions of inhabitants. 

The other part contains about five thoufand fix hundred fquare miles. It is difficult 
to eftimate the population of this part. Some countries, as for inftance Upper Auffria, 
have two thoufand fouls in every fquare mile. Magdeburgh, Halberftadt, Minden, 
Brunfwick, Hildefheim, and many others have two thoufand five hundred. On the other 
hand, the Hanoverian dominions, Brandenburg, Pomerania, and Mecklenburg, and many 
others, have not more than one thoufand men in every fquare mile. It is my opinion 
that in order to eftimate the population of this part of Germany, you muft reckon one 
thoufand feven hundred men, for every fquare mile, which will give nine millions five 
hundred thoufand for this part, and make the whole twenty-five millions five hundred 
thoufand. In his treatife de la hitterature Alemande , the King of Pruflia reckons 
twenty-fix millions for the whole country, an eftimate which appears to me to come 
neareft to the truth. The manifefto which the Emprefs of Ruffia prefented to the 
court of Vienna, on account of the laft difturbances about Bavaria, contains thefe re¬ 
markable words. “ It is the the bufinefs of all the powers of Europe to fee that the 
balance of Germany be not difturbed, for if it be, the ftrength of the country and its 
fituation will enable it to difturb the peace of all Europe.” This is an undeniable 
truth-, France and Italy are the only countries which can vie with Germany in population 

This extenfive country has not yet nearly arrived at the degree of cultivation of which 
it is capable, not even at that of France. The peace of Hubertfburg, is the sera of 
its cultivation ; agriculture and induftry have been univerfal every fince that period. 

Germany has taken much larger and quicker ftrides to cultivation than any other 
European power. It at once exerted all its ftrength to fill up the gaps which had 
been made in it by the deftruftive war of thirty years. The very partition of the coun¬ 
try into fo many ftates, prejudicial as it is to the exertion of power for the purpofe of 
foreign conquefts, has been of advantage to the internal cultivation. At prefent the 
firft princes in Germany contend with each other who fhall make the beft improve¬ 
ments in the adminiftration of juftice, in education, and police, and who fhall do moll: 
for the promotion of induftry and commerce, with as much eagernefs, as they for¬ 
merly contended who fhould be foremoft in pomp and idle magnificence. No where 
is there fo thorough a conviction of the value of men and their different occupations, 
and no where is there fo great a ftir made to improve them for the advantage of the 
whole as in Germany. With refpeft to legiflation and the true interefts of a country, 
there has been a benevolent light fpread in moft parts of this empire, which does not 
only, as in France, point out the gaps, but encourages the princes and their fervants to 
fill them up. Without a doubt, Germany, as well as the reft of Europe, is much in¬ 
debted to the King of Pruflia, the firft practical philofopher, who, in modern times, 
has been feen on the throne. It was he who began the glorious revolution, which 
has made fuch changes in Germany during the laft twenty years ; he taught his neigh- 
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bours that the intereft of princes and their fubjecls are the fame ; he began to take off 
the veil which was thrown over ad min ifl rat: on; finally, he fuhdued the little tyrants 
amongfl: the priefts and nobility, who fattened on the fubftance of the citizen and jx-a- 
fant. " Military as his government may appear to you fuperficial obfervers, it is to this 
military government, and the imitations of it in other countries, that Germany is in¬ 
debted fora peace of twenty years, which fhe had not known for many centuries be¬ 
fore, and in the courfe of which five fir ft began to feel what file ready was. Perfect legif- 
lation, without a doubt, is the fummit of all human attainments; Hie alone can make 
us happy ; fhe alone produces fociable men, and eftimates the value of them ; and how 
proud ought not Germany to be of Frederick, Jof'eph and Catharine, three legiflative 
geniufes exifling together at the lame period, the like to whom many centuries fel- 
dom produce one. 

The peculiar turn of the Germans feems to be for philofophy ; they are diihngtufhed 
from all the nations in Europe, for cool and juft judgments, united with extreme in- 
duftry ; they were the firll who threw a light on mathematics and general phyfics; 
next they darted through theology, then hiftory, and finally legifiaiion, with the fame 
philofophical fpirit.—They will do well to leave to other nations the prize of wit, for 
which they will always contend in vain. 

If Germany could make itfelf one great people; if it was united under one gover¬ 
nor ; if the interefts of a Angle prince were not often in oppofition to the good of the 
whole; if all the members were fo well compacted into one body, that the fuperfluous 
fap of the one could circulate and invigorate the reft, what much greater fteps towards 
cultivation would the empire then make! But then Germany would give laws to all 
Europe. How powerful, as things even now are, are the two houfes of Auflrh and 
Brandenburg, the greatnefs of wliofe ftrength confifts in their German poffeffions, and 
who yet neither poffefs the half.nor even the belt parts of the country. Conceive this 
country in fuch a fituation as that no burthenfome excife fhould opprefs the internal 
commerce of the different provinces; no cuftoms fhould prohibit exports all over 
the world ; in fuch a fituation as that the immenfe funis that it gives for outlandifh 
commodities, which itfelf can furnifli, lhould be fpared—or that it could become a na¬ 
val power, for which it has fuch ports and fuch plenty of provifions, that it could itfelf 
employ the numerous colonies it* fends out to the reft of Europe -.—conceive this— 
what country in the world could then cope with Germany ? 

The charafter of men depends for the moft part on their government. The charac¬ 
ter of the Germans has in general as little brilliancy in it as the conflitution of the em¬ 
pire ; they have none of the national pride and patriotifin by which the Britons, Spa¬ 
niards, and our own countrymen are diftinguiflied, fond as their poets have been, for 
forne time paft, of aferibing thefe qualities to them. Their pride and patriotic fenti- 
ments only extend to the part of Germany in which they are bornto the reft of their 
countrymen they are ftrange as to any ftrangers, nay, in feveral parts of Germany, 
they are much fonder of ftrangers than they are of their own countrymen. It is the 
fenfe of weaknefs of the leffer powers of Germany which damps their national pride ; 
it is only becaufe Germany cannot ufe its power altogether, and that other nations feel 
their ftrength, that it has been defpifed by the inhabitants of other countries, who yet 
have nothing to boaft above it, fave a fafter bond of union among themfelves, or a ri¬ 
diculous pride. We feldom judge of men from their inner worth, fo much as from 
the external appearance they make in the world. We eftimate the Ruffians, Englilh, 
&c, according to the idea we have taken up of the whole nation j and though the in- 
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dividual may happen to be, as he often is, ten times more barbarous than a German, 
we give him credit for the fame and worth of his illuftrious countrymen. 

Though the charader of the Germans be not fo brilliant, as that of other nations, ftill 
it is not deftitute of its peculiar excellencies. The German is the man of the world. 
He lives under every lkv, and conquers every natural obftacle to his happinefs. His in- 
duftry is inexhauftible. Poland, Hungary, Rufiia, the Englifliand Dutch colonies, are 
much indebted to German emigrants. Even thefirft ftatesin Europe owe to Germany 
great part of their knowledge. Reftitude is alfo an almoft univerfal chara&eriftic of 
the people of this country; nor are the manners of the peafants and thofe of the inha¬ 
bitants of the leffer cities, by any means fo corrupt as thofe of France and other coun¬ 
tries } it is owing to this, that, notwithftanding the great emigrations, the country is ftill 
fo well peopled. To conclude, frugality on the fide of the Proteftants, and franknefs. 
and goodheartednefs on the fide of the Catholics, are brilliant national charafteriftics.. 
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TRAVELS IN DENMARK: 

By W, COXE*. 


Chap. I .—Paffage of the Sound.—Entrance into Denmark. — Elfinore.—Toll of the Sound. 

_ Cronborg Gaflle and Palace.—Anecdote of Queen Matilda.—Hamlet’s Garden.— 

Hifiory of Hamlet from Saxo-Gram?naticus. — Copenhagen.—Ifie of Amah. 

MARCH 22. We embarked at Helfingborg, and crofted the Sound, which fepa- 
rates Denmark from Sweden. The wind blew frefii and was direftly contrary ; but 
by tacking we reached Elfinore in an hour and a half: the direct diftance between 
the neareft points of the two coafts is about three miles. Midway we had a fine view 
of the oppofite fliores, with the towns of Helfingborg and Elfinore; the former crowned 
by an ancient tower; the latter diftinguifbed by the palace of Cronborg, a lefc roman¬ 
tic, but no lefs beautiful objeft. The fliores of Sweden to the north of Helfingborg are 
fteep and rocky ; but decreafe in height towards the fouth, and become low and flat. 
Thofe of Zealand confift partly of ridges of fund, and partly of Hoping fliores covered 
with wood. 

Elfinore is a well-built town, and makes a better appearance than thofe to which we 
had lately been accuftomed; the houfes are of brick. It was a final 1 village, contain¬ 
ing a few fifliermen’s huts, until 1445, when it was made a ftaple town by Eric of Po¬ 
merania, who conferred on the new fettlers confiderable immunities, and built a caflle 
for their defence f. From that period it gradually increafed in fize and wealth, and is 
now, next to Copenhagen, the moll commercial place in Denmark. ft contains five 
thoufand inhabitants, among whom are a confiderable number of foreign merchants, 
and the confuls of the principal nations trading to the Baltic. 

The paffage of the Sound is guarded by the fortrefs of Cronborg, which is fituated 
on the edge of a peninfular promontory, the neareft point of land to the oppofite coaft 
of Sweden. It is ftrongly fortified towards the lb ore by baft ions, and regular entrench¬ 
ments ; and towards the fea by feveral batteries, mounted with fixty cannon, the largeft 
forty-eight pounders. Every velfel in paffing lowers her top-fails, and pays a toll at 
Elfinore. It is generally afterted that this fortrefs guards the Sound ; and that all 
ihips muft, on account of ihoal waters and currents, fteer fo near the batteries, as 
to be expoled to their fire, in cafe of refufal. This however is a miltaken notion. On 
account, indeed, of numerous and oppofite currents in the Sound, the fafeft paffage lies 
near the fortrefs \ but the water in any part is of fufficient depth for vefl'els to keep at a 
diftance from the batteries, and the largeft Ihips can even fail clofe to the coaft of Swe¬ 
den J. The conftant difeharge, however, of the toll,, is not fo much owing to the- 

* From liia Travels In Poland, See. Fifth Edition, 

T Meffeim Scandia Illuftrata, Lib. III. p* 50, 

t Theaffertion was fully verified by the memorable paffage of the Britifh fleet* with in confiderable da- 
mage, In March 18r 1 . 
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flrength of the fort refs, as to a compliance with the public law of Europe. Many de¬ 
putes have arifcn concerning, the right which the crown of Denmark has to impole this 
duty. The Kings of Sweden, in particular, claiming an equal Litle to the free pafiage 
oi the Strait, were for fome time exempted by treaty; but in 1720, Frederic I. agreed, 
that Swedifb veflels fhould be fubjeft: to the ufual impofts. AH veflels, befide a fmall 
duty, are rated at i| per cent, of their cargoes, except the Englifh, French, Dutch, and 
Swedifh, which pay only one per cent.*; in return, :he crown takes the charge of con- 
It rafting light-houfes, and erefting fignals to mark the fhoals and rocks, from the Cate- 
gate to the entrance of the Baltic. The tolls of the Sound, and of the two Belts, fupply 
an annual revenue of above 1 oo,oocl. 

'1 he palace of Cronborg, which (tands in the fortrefs, is a fquare Gothic building of 
free-flone. From an infeription over the gate, it was begun by Frederic IT., and has 
been repaired and augmented by fucceeding lovereigns. It contains nothing worthy of 
particular defeription, excepting two good portraits of Frederic II. and Chriftian IV., 
and i ever a l battle-pieces, reprefen ling the wars of Chrifliati V. 

In this palace was imprifbned the late unfortunate Queen Matilda. During her con¬ 
finement fhe inhabited the governor’s apartment, and had permiffion to walk on the fide- 
batteries, or on the leads of the tower. She was uncertain of the fate that awaited her, 
and had great reafon to apprehend, that the party which oecafioned her arreft meditated 
more violent ineafttres. When the Englifh minifter * at Copenhagen brought an order 
for her enlargement, which he had obtained by his fpirited conduft, fhe was fur prized 
with the unexpected intelligence, inftantly burft into a flood of tears, embraced him in 
a tranfport of joy, and called him her deliverer. After a fhort conference, he propofed 
that her majelty fliould immediately embark on board a Clip that was waiting to carry 
her from a kingdom in which file had experienced fucli a train of misfortunes. But, 
however anxious fhe was to depart, one circuinftance checked the excels of her joy : a 
few months before her imprifonment fhe was delivered of a princefs, whom fhe fuckled 
herlelf. r l he rearing of this child had been her only comfort, and fhe conceived a more 
than parental attachment to it, as the conftant companion of her mifery. The infant 
was afflicted with the meafles; and, having nurfed it with unceafing folicitude, fhe was 
del irous of continuing her attention and care. Thefe circumftances had fo endeared the 
child to her, rendered more fufceptible of tendernefs in a prifon than in a court, that 
when an order for detaining the young princefs was intimated, fhe teflifled the ftrongeft 
emotions of grief, and could not, for feme time, be prevailed on to bid a final adieu. 
At length, after beftowing repeated careffes on this darling object of her affection. Hie 
retired to theveffel in an agony of defpair, and remained on deck, her eyes fixed on the 
palace of Cronborg, which contained her child, until darknefs intercepted the view. 
The veffel having made little way during night, at day-break fhe obferved with fond fa- 
t sfaftion that the palace was (till vifible, and could not be perfuaded to enter the cabin 
as long as (lie could dHoover the fainteft glimpfe of the battlements. Matilda afterwards 
refided at Zell, where fhe died of a fcarlet fever. 

Queen Matilda was naturally of a lively difpofition, until her misfortunes brought on 
a tettled melancholy. In iociety fhe endeavoured to diflemble herforrows, and affume 
a cheerfulnefs to which her heart was a ftranger. She became extremely fond of foli- 
tude; and, when alone, indulged her grief in the moft bitter lamentations. She re¬ 
tained, to her hft moments, the mod unaffefted attachment to her children in Den¬ 
mark ; with all the anxiety of a parent fhe made repeated enquiries after them, and was 

* Mr. afterwards Sir Robert Murray K«lK 
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delighted with receiving the minuted accounts of their health, amufements, and educa¬ 
tion, Having obtained their portraits, fhe placed them in her mod retired apartment j 
often apodrophized them as if prefent *, and addreffed them in the tendered manner. 

Adjoining to the royal palace, which dands about half a mile from Cronborg, is a 
garden which curiofity led us to 1 vifit; it is called Hamlet’s Garden, and is fa!d, by tra* 
dition, to be the very fpot where the murder of his father was perpetrated. The houfe 
is of modern date, and fituated at the foot of a fandy ridge near the fea $ the garden 
occupies the fide of the hill, and is laid out in terraces rifing one above another. El- 
fmore is the fcene of Shakefpeare’s Hamlet; and the original hidory from which that 
divine bard derived the principal incidents of his play is founded on fafts, but fo deeply 
buried in remote antiquity, as render it difficult to difcriniinate truth from fable, Saxo- 
Grammaticus, who flouriOied in the twelfth century, is the eariieft hiftorian of Denmark 
who relates the adventures of Hamlet. His account is extrafled, and much altered, by 
Belleforeft, a French author; an Engfifh tranflation of whofe romance was publifhed 
under the title of the <e Hidorye of Hambletf,” and from this tranflation Shakefpeare 
formed the ground-work of his play, though with many alterations and additions. 

As Saxo-Grammatfcus is an author whofe works are in the hands of but few perfons, 
and as I never met with anEngliffi tranflation, it cannot be unacceptable to give a fhort 
fketch of Hamlet’s hidory, as recorded in the Darnffi Annals |, that the reader may 
compare the original character with that delineated by Shakefpeare, 

Long before the introduffion of chriftianity into Denmark, Horwendiilus, prefect, or 
King of Jutland, was married to Geruthra, or Gertrude, daughter of Ruric King of 
Denmark, by whom he had a fon, called Amlettus, or Hamlet. Fengo murders his 
brother Honvendillus, marries Gertrude, and afcends the throne. Hamlet, to avoid 
his uncle’s jeaioufy, counterfeits folly; and is represented as fuch an abhorrer of falfe- 
hood, that, though he eonftantly frames the mod evafive and even abfurd anfwers, yet 
artfully contrives never to deviate from truth. Fengo, fufpeeling the reality of his mad- 
nefs, endeavours, by various methods §,to difeover the real ftate of his mind : amongft 
others, he departs from Elfinore, concerts a meeting between Hamlet and Gertrude, 
concluding that he would not withhold his fentiments from his own mother, and orders 

* I received this anecdote from a perfen at Zell, who had more than once overheard this affecting ad. 
drefs, 

f The only copy I ever faw of this work is in the library of Tiiniiy college, Cambridge, in the curious 
collection relative to the School of Shakefpeare* given by the late Mr* Cape 11 to that fociety. It is-in black 
letter, entitled, the Hiftpry- of Hamblet; imprinted by Richard Bra do eke for Thomas Pavier.—The heads 
of the chapters are given in Mr, C ft pc IP s poflh unions work., the School of Shakefpeare, voL hi. p. and 
a few extracts in Malone's Supplement to JohnfWs and Stevenfon's Shakefpeare. 

j Sax, Gram 3 ib* lit and iv 

§ Among other attempts, Fengo ordered his companions to leave him in a retired fpit, and a young . 
woman was placed in his way, with a view to extort from him a conFefiion that l,i* folly was counterfeited. 
Hamlet would have fallen Into the Jnare, if a friend had not ftcretly conveyed to him intelligence of this 
treachery : he carried the Woman to a more fecret place/and obtained her promife not to betray him, which 
fhc readily gave, as fhe had been brought up with him from her infancy, being afktd, on his return home, 
if he had indulged his paffion, he anfwered in the affirmative ; but rendered himfelf not believed by the moll 
artful fubterfyges, which, though true, feemed evidently to mark adifordered under Handing, and by the 
pofuive denial of the woman. tl Upon this womand' as Capel! obferves, (t is grounded Sbakefpeare's 
Ophelia ■ and his deliverance from this fnare by a friend, fuggelled his Horatio :"— tc The rude outlines/ 9 
asMr, Malone remarks. u of thole characters" But in this piece there are no traits of the character of 
Polomus; there is, indeed, a counfellor, and he places himfelf in the Queen's chamber behind the arras ; 
but tins is the whole. The ghoft of the old Hamlet is iikewife the offspring of our author's creative ima¬ 
gination, bte CapeU’s School of Shakefpeare, voL iii. p. 20; and Maloneys Supplement, p* 353-* 
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a courtier to conceal himfelf, unknown to both* for the purpofe of overhearing their 
converfation. 

The courtier repairs to the Queen’s apartment, and hides himfelf under a heap of 
ftraw Hamlet* on entering the cabinet* fufpecting ihe prefence of fome fpy, imitates, 
after his ufual afieftation of fully, the crowing of a cock* and Staking his arms like 
wings, jumpsf upon the heap of draw* till feeling the courtier* he draws his fword* 
kills him, cuts the body to pieces* boils if, and gives it to the hogs, . He then avows 
to his mother, that he only perfonated a fool$ reproaches her for her inceftuous mar¬ 
riage with the murderer of her hufband* and concludes his remdnftrances by faying* 

luftead, therefore* of condoling my infanity, deplore your own infamy* and learn to 
lament the deformity of your own mind.’ 1 

The Queen is filent, but is recalled to virtue by thefe admonitions. Fengo returns to 
Elfmore, fends Hamlet to England under the care of two courtiers, and requells the 
King* by a letter, to put him to death, Hamlet difeovers and alters the letter j and on 
their arrival in England, the King orders the two courtiers to immediate execution, and 
be troths his daughter to Hauitet, who gives many aftomihing proofs* of a tranfeendent 
underftanding- 

At the end of the year he returns to Denmark, and alarms the court by his unexpect¬ 
ed appearance * as a report of his death had been fpread* and preparations were making 
for his funeral. 

Having re-afibmed his affected infanity, he purpofely wounds his fingers in drawing 
his fword, which die by-ftanders immediately fallen to the fcabbard. He afterwards 
invites the principal nobles to an entertainment* makes them intoxicated* and in that 
ftate covers them with a large curtain* which he fallens to the ground with wooden 
pegs; he then fets fire to the palace, and the nobles, enveloped in the curtain* perifh in 
the flames. During this tranfaftion he repairs to Fengo’s apartment, and taking the 
fword which lay by the fide of his bed, puts his own in its place \ he infhmriy awakens 
and informs him* that Hamlet is come to revenge the murder of his father, Fengo 
flarts from his bed* frizes the fword, but unable to draw it* falls by the hand of Hamlet. 
The next morning, when the populace were affeoibled to view the reins of the palace* 
Hamlet fummons the remaining nobles* and in a maflerly fpcecb, lays open the motives 
of his own conduct j proves his uncle theafiaffin of his father* and concludes in the fol¬ 
lowing words:. 

“ Tread upon the allies of the monfter* who, polluting the wife of his murdered bro¬ 
ther* joined incefl to parricide* and ruled over you with the moft oppreflive tyranny- 
Receive me as the minifler of a juft revenge, as one who felt for the fufferings of his 
father and his people. Confider me as the perfon who has purged the difgrace of his 
country* extinguilhed the infamy of his mother* freed you from the defpotifm of a mon* 

# Straw was formerly fpread over the doors as an article of luxury. 

■f- This part Hands thus in the Englifh account; “The counsellor entered fecretly into the Quoene's 
chamber* and there hid bimfelfe behind the arras, and long before the Queen e and Hamlet came thither ; 
who being' craftieand politique* asfoone as he was within the chamber, doubting fome treafon, and fearing, 
if he fhould fpeake feverdy and wifely to fiis mother, touching his fecret practices, hee Ihould be und^r- 
flood and by that means intercepted, ufed his ordinary manner of dfjfimulauon* and began to come (r, crow) 
like a cocke, beating with his arms (in fuch manner as coekes ufed to fLrike with their wings/) upon the 
hangings of the chambers, whereby, feeling fome thing l\ bring under them, he cried, a rat! a rat / and 
prefently drawing bis iworde, tbruft it into the hangings, which done, he pulled the counfellor (half deade) 
out by tile heels* made an end of killing him, and bring Da in, cut his body in pieces, which he cay fed to 
be boiled, and then call it into an open vault or privie” Malone's Supplerhent, vol. i. p* 357. 
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fter, whofe crimes, if he had lived, would have daily increafed, and terminated in your 
defiru&ton. Acknowledge my fervices, and if I have deferred it, prefent me with the 
crown: behold in me the author of thefe advantages, no degenerate perfon, no parri¬ 
cide, but the rightful futiceflbr to the throne, and the pious avenger of a father’s mur¬ 
der, I have refcued you from flavery, refiored you to liberty, and re-eftablifhed your 
glory; I have defiroyed a tyrant, and triumphed over an affafiin. The recompence is 
in your hands ; you can eftiniate the value of my ferviees, and in your virtue I reft my 
hopes of reward!” This fpeech had the dcfired effedt; the greater part of the affero- 
bly filed tears, and all who are prefent unanimoufly proclaim him King amid repeated 
acclamations. 

Hamlet, foon after his elevation, fails to England, and orders a fiiield to be made, on 
which the principal actions of his life are reprefented. The King receives him with 
feigned demonftrations of joy ; falfely affures him that his daughter is dead, and recom¬ 
mends him to repair to Scotland as his ambaflador, and pay his addrefTes to Queen Her- 
meirudra. He gives this infidious advice with the hopes that Iiamlet may perifh in the 
attempt ; as the Queen, who was remarkable for her chaftity and cruelty, had fuch 
anaverfion to ail propofals of marriage, that not one of her bailors had efcaped falling 
a facrifice to her vengeance. Hamlet, in oppofition to all difficulties^ performs the 
embafly, and by the afliftance of bis fiiield, wdiich infpires the lady with a favourable 
opinion of his wifdom and courage, obtains her in marriage, and returns with her to 
England, Informed, by the Princefs to whom he is betrothed, that her father medi¬ 
tates his aflaflination, Hamlet avoids his fate by wearing armour under his robe, puts to 
death the King of England, and fails to Denmark with his two wives, where he is foon 
afterwards killed in a combat with Vigletus, fon of Ruric. Hamlet, adds the hiftorian, 
was a Prince, who, if his good fortune had been equal to his defeats, would have rivalled 
the Gods in fplendour; and in his actions would have exceeded even the labours of 
Hercules *• 

The diftance from Elfmore to Copenhagen is twenty miles; our route lay occafion- 
aJIy by the fide of the fea, fornetimes through fmali woods of beech and oak, and at 
other times through an open country rlfing into acclivities; the foil is fandy, mixed with 
loam, well cultivated, arid yields all forts of grain. The cottages are numerous and 
neat, built! with brick, and many of them white-wafhed. We had an excellent road, 
for which convenience we paid feveral tolls; a tax from which we had been exempt¬ 
ed in Poland, Rufiia, and Sweden* We reached the metropolis towards the clofe of the 
evening. 

Copenhagen Rands on a fmali promontory on the eaftern coafi of the ifle of Zealand, 
in a flat and marfhy fituation. It formerly belonged to the bilhop of Rofkild, and was 
not diftinguifhed by the royal refidence until 1443, during reign of ChriRopher of 
Bavaria ; fince which period it has been gradually enlarged and beautified, and is be¬ 
come the capital of Denmark. 

The annual lift of births in Copenhagen being, on an average of feveral years, efti- 
mated at two thoufand eight hundred and thirty, and of deaths at two thoufand nine 
hundred and fifty-five, we may efiimate the population at eighty thoufand fouls. 

Copenhagen is the bdl-buik city of the north, although excelled by Peterfburgh in 
fuperb edifices; yet as it contains no wooden houfes, it does not difplay that fir iking 
contrafi of meanneis and magnificence, but in general exhibits a more uniform appear- 

* Hie AmktVn cxitus fuit; qui fi parem nature atque fortune mdulgentkm expert m fuiffet, aquaifet 
fulgore fuperoa; Herculea vlrtutibu-a opera ttanfomdiffeL 
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*nce. The city is furronnded towards the land with ramparts and baftions, a wet ditch, 
and a few out-works ;^the circumference meal ores between four and five miles. Ihe 
ft reels are well paved, with a footway on each fide, which is narrow and inconve¬ 
nient. The greater part of the buildings are of brick, and a few of free-ltone brought 
from Germany: the houfes of the nobility are in general fplendid, and court-rafted in 

the Italian flyie of architecture. , 

The royal palace is a magnificent pile of hewn flone, the wings and Rabies of brick, 
fhiccocd. It was built by Chriftian the Sixth in feven years, as the infeription informed 
me, without laving a fingle tax on his fubjefts. The enormous expence may be in 
fome meafure e(Iimated by the dimenfions. 1 he front is three hundied and fxty-fe¬ 
ven feet in length, the fidesthree hundred and eighty-nine, and the height one hundred 
and fourteen; it has fix ftories, of which three are mezzonines. In the fourth ftory 
are the grandeft fuit of apartments, both as to fize and decoration. I he concert-room 
is one hundred and twenty-eight feet by thirty-eight. The Ritter Saal , or Knight’s fa- 
loon, is remarkable for the grandeur and elegance of the proportions; it is one hun¬ 
dred and twenty-eight feet long, fixty-two broad, and forty-eight high ; it is lighted 
by feveral chryltal chandeliers, and many gilded urns placed on the baIu(trades of a 

A mono- numerous pictures of the Kings and Queens of Denmark, I was ftruck with 
a portrait of Chriftian the Fourth on board a fhip engaged with the Swedilh fleet. In 
the middle of the engagement the King was ftruck by a lplinter; two of his teeth were 
beat our, his ear torn, "his right eye forced from the focket, and he was thrown on the 
deck with great violence. His attendants, fuppofing him dead, made bitter lamenta¬ 
tions ; when the King, fuddenly recovering from the fwoon into which he had been 
thrown by the agony of pain, ftarted up, bound his wounds with his handkerchief, and 
continued giving his orders with great compofure until the Swedifh fleet retiled. The 
painter has chofen the point of time in which the King, having recovered from his fwoon 
and bound his wound, is exerting himfelf in the mid ft of the attion, and has happily 
fucceeded in throwing great animation over the whole figure. 

The royal ftables are perhaps the raoft magnificent in Europe. r Ihe racks of one, 
which contains flails for forty-eight horfes, are of copper, and the columns that divide 
the flails are of brick ftuccoed white. Another contains one hundred and forty-eight 
if alls; and the racks and pillars which fupport the roof and fepaiate the ftahs are of 

Norwegian marble. , 

The bufy fpirit of commerce is vifible in Copenhagen. The haven is always crowded 
with merchant-fhips, and the ftreets are interfefted by broad canals, which bring the 
merchandize clofe to the warehoufes that line the quays. This city owes its principal 
beauty to a dreadful fire in 1728, that deftroyed five churches and fixty-feven ftreets, 
which were rebuilt in the modern ftyle. The new part of the town railed by the late 
King Frederic V. is extremely beautiful; it confifts of an oftagon, containing four uni¬ 
form and elegant buildings of hewn Hone, and of four broad ltreets leading to it in op- 
polite direftions. In the middle of the area ftands an ecpieftrian ftatue of Fiederic in 
bronze, as large as life, which is juftly admired ; it was call at the expence of the Ealt 
India Company by Saiy, and coll 8o,oool. fterling. 

On the 25th of March we accompanied Mr. Delaval, our minifter, to court, and 
were honoured with private audiences by Chriftian YU., the Queen-dowager Juliana 
Maria, her fon Prince Frederic, and his confort the Princefs Sophia-Frederiea. We 

♦ This magnificent palace was burnt in 1793* 
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were deprived of the honour of paying our refpects to the Prince Royal, as he was at 
that time indifpofedi During our Itay at Copenhagen there were only two public meet- 
inns at court: the company affembled at fix in the evening. At one of thefe meet- 
in'f-s was a concert, in which a Danifh t ran flat ion of Pergolefi’s Si aba t Mater, with the 
onvinal inufic, was performed. The King afterwards flit down to Loo with the Oueen 
Dowager, Prince Frederic, Princefe Sophia, Count Bernfdorff the prime iniiiiiter, and 
■the Pfufliaa arnljaffadof. 

As our flay at Copenhagen was flioi r, and principally during paflion week, which the 
natives obferve with great ftriftnefs, we had not many opportunities of experiencing 
the hofpitality of the Danilh nobility ; though they were much inclined to honour us 
with all thofe marks of attention and civility which are ufually paid to ftrangers. Among 
other inflances of politenefs, we received an invitation to an affeinbly and fupper from 
Count Molck, who was favourite and prime mihifter to Frederic V. The Count’s 
houfe, which ftands in the octagon, is a magnificent building fuperbly finifhed. He 
pofleffes feveral fine pictures ; his colleflion of foflils, fliells, minerals, and petrifactions, 
deferves the notice of the naturatift: it is particularly rich in native productions of 
Denmark, exhibiting many fine fpecimens of the gold, filver and copper mines, from 
Norway, and of lava from Mount Hecla in Iceland. 

Among the rnoft curious colleftions in Copenhagen, the Royal Mufeum, or Cabinet 
of Rarities, merits the firft place. This collection, which was begun by Frederic III. 
is depofited in eight apartments, and ranged in the following order: animals, fliells, 
minerals, paintings, antiquities, medals, drefies, arms and implements of the Laplanders. 
The fhort time which I employed in examining thefe apartments did not permit me to 
take a minute and accurate account of the principal curiofities, which the reader will 
find deferibed in Mufeum Regium Jaeobcei. 

Part of Copenhagen, which is called Chriflianfliafen, is built on the Ifle of Amak, 
which generally attracts the curiofity of foreigners. Amak is four miles long, and 
two broad, and is chiefly peopled by the defendants of a colony from EaftFriefland, to 
whom the ifland was configned by Chriftian II. at the requeft of his wife Elizabeth, 
filter of Charles V. for the purpofe of fupplying her with vegetables, cheefe, and butter. 
From the intermarriages of thefe coloniits with the Danes, the prefent inhabitants are 
chiefly defended; but as they wear their own drefs, and enjoy peculiar privileges, 
they appear a diftinfl: race from the natives. The ifland contains fix villages, and be¬ 
tween three and four thoufand fouls ; it has two churches, in which the minifters preach 
occafionally in Dutch and Danifh. The inhabitants have their own inferior tribunals ; 
but in capital offences are amenable to the King’s court of juftice at Copenhagen. 
The old national habit, brought by the original colony when they firft migrated to the 
ifland, is ftillin ufe among them ; it refembles the drefs of the ancient quakers, as re- 
prefented in the pictures of the Dutch and Flemifh painters. The men wear broad- 
brimmed hats, black jackets, full glazed breeches of the fame colour, loofe at the 
knees, and tied round the waift. The women were dreffed chiefly in black jackets and 
red petticoats, with a piece of blue glazed cloth bound on their heads. The ifland is 
laid out in gardens and paftures, and, according to the original defign, fupplies Copen¬ 
hagen with milk, butter and vegetables. 

During our fecond vifit to Copenhagen, in July 1784, we experienced great civility 
and repeated inftances of hofpitality from the Danifh nobility. Among others we had 
the honour of dining feveral times with the prime minifter. Count Bernfdorf *, at his 


* Since deceaftd. 
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villa, about four miles from Copenhagen. The houfe, buiit by the late Count, (lands 
in a delightful fituation on a gentle rife, (loping towards the fea, backed by a ridge of 
hills prettily wooded, and commanding a cheerful view of the Sound, the coaft of Swe¬ 
den, Copenhagen, and the numerous veffels failing to and from the capital. 

In our way to the village we palled a column of Norwegian marble, ereded to the 
memory of the late Count Bernfdorf by the peafants of his eftate, in gratitude for hav¬ 
ing received the gift of freedom from their beloved matter. The pillar is ornamented 
with a wheabfheuf, a fpadc, and a pick-axe, the emblems of agriculture. It contains a 
Latin and Danilh inferiptioa, attefting the Counts liberality, and their gratitude *■ 

The flavery of the peafants is part of the remains of the feudal fyftem, which, how¬ 
ever modified and changed in the other parts of the Danifli conftitution, leaves behind 
it that indelible mark of its former preponderancy and injuftice. Hitherto all the at¬ 
tempts to abolifh it, which have fucceeded in Sweden, Norway, and feveral parts of 
Germany, have contributed only to rivet Hill more ftrongly a fervitude, no lefs dif- 
graceful to the government, than^prejudicial to the community, I enjoyed, however, 
great fatisfaflion in finding that the fpirit of juftice and humanity, and 1 may add, the 
fuggeftions of felf-intereft, have lately fpread themfeives among the nobility j and that 
a few of them were on the point of emancipating their peafants. And as the prince 
royal has turned his humanity and attention to this fubjefl f, and feems inclined to fa¬ 
vour any well-planned fyftem, which may give new life and vigour to an order of men, 
the moft ufeful in the community; it is to be prefumed, that in time the prejudices 
again 11 fuch a fyftem will be removed ; and that fuch effe Stive and prudent meafures 
will be adopted by government, as may, without convulfion, reft ore to the peafants 
the common rights of mankind. 

We were prefent at an entertainment given by Admiral Molcke, on board the Princefs 
Sophia Frederica, carrying feventy-four guns, and fix hundred men, going on a cruife 
to the Baltic, with three other (hips of the line* We embarked at the port, and were 
rowed in the Captain’s boat to the (hip, where we found Count Molcke, and a large 
company 5 confiding of perfons of the nr ft condition. From the cabin we had a de¬ 
lightful view of the town and dockyard of Copenhagen ; of the Danifli navy laid up in 
two lines in the harbour ; of feveral men of war and frigates lying at anchor near us 
in the road \ of numerous veffels failing and covering the furface of the fea, which was 
curled by a gentle breeze; of the diftant coafts of Sweden, and the adjacent (bores of 
Zealand, richly clothed with wood. Dinner was ferved on deck, under a canopy of 
fails and pendants ; and forty perfons fat down to a fuperb and elegant repaft. After 
drinking the healths of the King and .Royal Family, each health accompanied with a 
falute of fifteen guns, Admiral Molcke gave, in compliment to Mr. Elliott, the Engiiib 
envoy, who was prefent, The navy of England $ and Mr. Elliott in return gave, The 
navy of Denmark, 

Several Danifli fongs were ftmg to the accompaniment of violins and tambours de 
bafque, which had a pleafing effefh Thefe fongs related to naval engagements, and to 
the honour of the Daniih marine \ the chorus was repeated by the company, and re¬ 
echoed by the whole (hip’s crew. Books containing the words were handed round, 

*• Piis manibus Jrii. Hartvici Ernefti, Comltis dc BernftorfF, qu l arva difereta immunia hereditaria lar- 
giendo indtiftriam opes omnia impcrtlt inexemplum poJlenUti >07* P S. S, grati coloni 1783. 

'[■ Sipce my departure from Copenhagen, the example fet by Covint BernftoifThas been followed by d>e 
crown, * k The bonds of Servitude, ” to ufethe words of an intelligent Dane, 44 are now relaxed, and bond 
fervice islimited in every part of the kingdom —The pleafing mult is vjftbk in aim oft every place you fee 
aitd in every countenance you meet/ 7 Bygge’s Travel® m the French Republic, Translation p* 27. 
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vali the Daniili on one fide, and the EngljJh on the other. One fong recorded the 
gallant behaviour of Admiral Huirfield, who, in an engagement with the Swediih fleet, 
finding iiis own fliip on fire, grappled with two of the enemy’s men of war, and blew 
them up with his own fliip. Another fong in honour of their favourite hero Chriltian 
the Fourth, is as popular in Denmark as “ Rule, Britannia,” in England. I recoiled 
the following lines of a doggrel tranflation in the beginning of the fong: 

IviiTg Chrtftian Hood high near the maft, 

In clouds of (moke ; 

His (hining (word was working faff, 

Cleft brains and helmets fir ft and la ft, 

Then funk each Gothic hulk and maft, 

In clouds of fmokCj &c* 

In vifitmg the citadel, 1 enquired for the cells in which Struenfee and Brandt were 
confined. The dungeon which ferved as a prifon for Struenfee is on the ground-floor, 
fourteen feet long and twelve broad. The barrack bedftead on which he' lay is hill 
there, and the chain to which he was fattened riveted to the wall. During, his confine¬ 
ment he was treated with the great eft inhumanity, and frequently deprived of com¬ 
mon necefiaries; he was chained fa ciofely to the wall as Icarcely to be able to turn 
himfelf; and occafionally threatened with the torture, if he would not eonfefs what 
his enemies dictated. 

I vifited likewife the fpot where Struenfee and Brandt were executed, on the 28th 
of March 1772* The fcaffold was contracted in the middle of a field, near the eafl 
gate of the town j and they were conduced to the fpot in two feparate carriages, 
through an immenfe concourfe of people. They arrived at the place of execution at 
eleven, Brandt firft alighted, and mounted the fcaffold with a flow ftep and undaunted 
mien ; heard his fentence read, and faw his coat of arms torn, without expreffmg the 
lea ft emotion ; he then prayed tor a few minutes, and fpoke a few words to the pen* 
pie. When the executioner approached to afiift him, he faid to him with firmnefs, 
yet not without mildneTs, “Stand off, and do not prefume to touch me.” Without any 
affiftance he pulled oft* his peliflfe, and prepared for his fate* He firft firetched but his 
* hand, and bade the executioner do his duty, without ihrinking from the blow, it was 
(truck off, and his head fevered from his body aimed in the fame indanr. His body 
was then quartered* 

During this dreadful fcene Struenfee remained at the bottom of the fcaffold, anxiouf- 
ly expecting and dreading his own fate. His whole frame trembled when Brandt's 
blood gullied from the fcaffold ; and he was fo agitated, that he could not walk up the 
fteps without help. He faid nothing, and permitted the executioner to afiift him in 
taking off his cloak* Inftead of imitating the courage and ferenity of his fellow fuf- 
ferer, he ftarted up feveral times from the block, before he gave the figoal, drew back 
his hand, was fliockingly maimed before it was cut off, and was at Hit held down by 
force while the executioner beheaded him. 

The environs of Copenhagen are exceedingly beautiful* The country is gently un¬ 
dulating, produces much corn and palture, and is finally infcerfiperfed with finall foreds 
of beech and oak* The fea views are enchanting, and the villas and country feats de¬ 
lightfully fituated on the (bores of the Sound. 

The royal park, about four miles from the capital, is perhaps the fined fpot for the 
natural beauty of the gently waving furface, and richaefs of the wood j and proves, 

that 
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citizens of Copenhagen (who, having acquired great credit by the glorious defence of 
the capital, formed a conftderable parry) were highly difgufled at their remonftrance 
againft the immunities granted by the King during the liege. In this temper of parties, 
when the neceffary fupplies were brought forward, the nobles propo fed an excife on all 
articles of confumpticn, and expreffed them Pelves willing to fubmit to it, though their 
order was by law exempted from all taxes : they accompanied this offer with a remon-' 
flranee to the King, in which they endeavoured, not only to reclaim many obfolete pri¬ 
vileges, but to gain frelh immunities, and introduce many other regulations, which 
tended to diminiffi the royal prerogative, and check the rifmg’influence of the commons 
and clergy. 

The propofal of fuch a tax, and this imprudent remonffrance, excited great heats in 
the diet; the clergy and commons contended, that the offer was infidious, as the nobles , 
would only pay the excife during their continuance in the towns, but refute to fubmit to" 
it while they refided on their eflates. On this ground they objected to the tax on any 
other condition, but that of being levied equally on all ranks without referve or reltric- 
tion. The nobles not only perfiffed in the plea of exemption, but even refufed to be 
fubject to it for more than three years, under pretence that every import: was an infringe¬ 
ment of their privileges. Being, however, intimidated by the deciftve refufal o*f the 
other deputies, they fluffed their ground, propofed new duties on (lamped paper and 
leather, and offered, inffead of the excife on confumption, to pay a poll-tax for their 
peafants. The clergy and commons at firft approved thefe additional impofts; but af¬ 
terwards retracted, under pretence that they would not produce a fum adequate to the 
exigencies of the nation. It is not certain from what caufe this alteration of their fen- 
timeats was derived * ; whether the taxes would really have been inadequate, or were 
to be granted for too fhort a time; or whether, urged by other motives, they were fe- 
cretly defirous of obtaining more effential and durable advantages over the nobl»s. 
Probably all thefe motives operated on different perfons ; the latter efpecially feems to 
have had great influence; becaufe, in lieu of the above-mentioned duties, the deputies 
propofed that the royal fiefs and domains, which the nobles exclufively poffeffed at a 
moderate rent, fhould be farmed to the higheft bidders. This propofal irritated the no¬ 
bles who juftly deemed it an infraction of their dearaft privileges; as, by the forty- 
fixth article of the coronation oath taken by Frederic, the poffeflion of the royal fiefs 
was guaranteed to their order. In the heat of the conteft on this article, one of the 
chief ienators imprudently threw out reproachful expreffions againft the Commons, 
which raffed a general ferment in the affenibly; and the deputies of the clergy and com¬ 
mons broke up the meeting. 

In this ftruggle the friends of the court began to interpole. It was eafily feen, that 
the deputies, dilgufted with the nobles, would eagerly embrace that occafion of hum¬ 
bling the whole order; and no way feemed more likely to infure fuccels than by render¬ 
ing the crown hereditary, and exalting the regal prerogative on the ruin of the nobility. 
Xliey never could expeft that fo favourable an opportunity fhould again occur; the diet 
wasaffembled in a fortified town, the citizens wereftill in arms, and all of them, as well 
as the garrifon, devoted to the King. 

It is fcarceiy pofiibleto trace, at this diffance of time, all the fecret fprings which ac¬ 
tuated the deputies on this extraordinary occafion. It only appears, from good autho¬ 
rity, that the two perfons who had the principal fhare in the revolution were the crea¬ 
tures of the court, and had, before the meeting of the diet, concerted a plan of hum- 

• MaUct, p. 
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bling the nobility, with a confidential fervant* of the crown: thefe perfons were Svane, 
bifhop of Zealand and prefident of the order of the clergy, and Nanfen, Burgo mailer 
of Copenhagen and Speaker of the Commons. We have no reafon, however, to con¬ 
clude, that they intended to proceed further than to humble the ariftocratiral party, and 
make feme neceffary changes in the conftitmion; but the obftinacy of the nobles en¬ 
larged their views, and induced the deputies not only to render the crown hereditary, 
but to veil the whole power in the hands of the King. 

While the defign was in agitation, Frederic felt, or affected to feel, an almoll total 
indifference to the event; and though he expreffed himfelf inclined toaccept the offer 
of hereditary fucceflion, if obtained by the unanimous confent of all the eftates, yet he 
refufed to take any active part in the whole proceeding. The Queen endeavoured to 
roufe him from this fupinenefs; but her influence, which was never before exerted in 
vain, proved now ineffectual: being not inclined, however, to follow his example, flie 
caballed with the leaders of the clergy and commons, and difplayed that fpirit of intrigue 
and daring enterprize which had lb long marked her character, in contrail with the 
mild and paflive acquiefcence of the King. 

On the feceffion of the deputies, which the obftinacy of the nobles had provoked, the 
hint of rendering the crown hereditary was fuggefted by the bifliop of Zealand; and fe- 
veral partizans being gained, a numerous meeting was held at his palace on the 6th of 
October, in which the fcheme was laid open and approved. An a£l for declaring the 
crown hereditary was drawn up; and the mode of proceeding was concerted between 
the chiefs of the party and Gabel, the favourite of the King, who held a feparate con¬ 
ference with the bifliop and Nanfen that afternoon. During the whole night and the 
following day, repeated meffages pafled between fome of the deputies and the emiffaries 
of the Queen. 

On the morning of the 8th of October f, the bifliop of Zealand, having obtained the 
fconfent and fignature of the ecclefiaftical deputies to the declaration of hereditary fuc¬ 
ceflion, delivered it to Nanfen. The latter, in a moll perfuafive fpeech, expatiated on 
the wretched ftate of the kingdom, oppreffive power of the nobles, and virtues of the 
the King, and concluded with exhorting the Commons to fubfcribe the a£t as the only 
means of faving their country. Having firft figned it himfelf, his example was followed 
by each deputy without one diffenting voice. 

During thefe intrigues the nobles remained in fullfecurity, and without the Ieafl: fuf- 
picion; as the Commons had, the fame day in which they ffgned the declaration, de¬ 
bated on the taxes, and drawn up a remonftrance againfi: the nobles, without alluding to 
the fecret traufafHon. On the gth this remonftrance was prefented to Frederic in form 
by the bifliop and Nanfen; and the Commons, on returning from the palace, had a vio¬ 
lent altercation with the fame chief fenator who had before offended them, and who 
then threatened them with imprifonment for prefuming to approach the King without ac¬ 
quainting the order of nobles; a threat which ferved only to ftrengthen their refolution. 

Rumours of the project had by this time reached the nobles j but they had l'carcely 
affembled to confider the mod efficacious methods of defeating it ], before the deputies 
of the clergy and burghers entered the hall. Having taken their feats, Nanfen, after a 
fhort fpeech, delivered to them the declaration for rendering the crown hereditary in 

* Molefivorth fa'jrs, with Hannibal Sehefled, and Holberg, with Gabel the King’s favourite. Proba¬ 
bly they were both in the right, as it is eafy to fuppofe that both were confultcd on the occaiion. 

■f Holberg, iii. p. 479. 

$ Probably on the 10th of Offcohcr, as Mallet conjcflu 1C3. 

vol. vi. sr the 


CGX £*5 TRAVELS IK DENMARK/ 


the family of the King. The nobles were thrown into general conflemation by fo fud- 
den and decifive a communication. Conceiving it, however, imprudent to negative the 
propofol, they endeavoured to gain time; and replied accordingly, that declaration; 
yet a matter of fuch confluence defer ved the mo ft mature difcuflion. Nan fen, per¬ 
ceiving the drift of this delay, anfwered, they came not to deliberate but to act; they 
had already taken their resolution ; they would lofe no time in debate; if the nobles 
refufed to concur, they would themfelves repair to the palace, not doubting that the 
King would gracioufly accept their proffered declaration. During thefe proceedings, 
the nobles fecretly diipatched a meffage to the King, that they were willing to render 
the crown hereditary in the male line of his iffue, provided it was done with the aceuf- 
tooled formalities; a propofal his majefty re jetted as a circumftance not de fir able, un- 
lefs the right of fuccefiion was extended to the females alfo. He added, with great ap¬ 
pearance of moderation, that he by no means widied to preferibe rules for their con¬ 
duct ; they were to follow the dictates of their own judgment; as for his part, he would 
owe every thing to their free content, but could not accept the offer with the limitation 
propofed. 

The nobles, who waited with anxiety for the return of the meffenger, kept the bull- 
nefs in fufpenfe by declining their direct affent to the declaration, and propofinga fur¬ 
ther confideration of the fubject. The other deputies then quitted theaffembly, and re¬ 
paired in folemn proceflion to the court; Leaving the nobles in a ftate of irrefoiution and 
diftraftion* 

The deputies being admitted, the bilhop of Zealand addreffed the King on the refolu- 
tion taken by the clergy and commons; offering, in their name, to render the crown 
hereditary, and inveft him with abfolute authority ; adding, they were ready to facrifice 
their lives in defence of an eftablifhment fo falutary to their country. Frederic, in re¬ 
ply, thanked them for their favourable intentions; but mentioned the approbation of 
the nobles as a neceffary condition, though he had no doubt of their concurrence when 
they fhould have had time to accompany the declaration with the neceffary formalities: 
he allured them of his protection, promifed a redrefs of ail grievances, and difmiffed 
them with an exhortation to continue their fittings, until they fhould have brought 
their defign to perfection, and he could receive their voluntary fubmiflion with due fo* 
lemnity. 

The reader will obferve, with much furprize, that in all the public occurrences be¬ 
fore this audience, the only affair apparently in agitation, was to change the form of go¬ 
vernment from an elective to an hereditary monarchy; no mention was made of en¬ 
larging the powers of the crown, or of the ftill more extraordinary fcheme of rendering 
the King abfolute. It is probable, if the nobles had immediately confented to the declara¬ 
tion, that this ceffion might not have taken place* Was there no medium between here¬ 
ditary right and arbitrary power ? Or can we fuppofethat, according to the fyftem of the 
Danilli law, arbitrary power was neceffarily implied in hereditary right ? Something like 
this was probably the cafe; as it is hardly poffible to conceive that, when the deputies 
of the commons and clergy had voted only for the declaration, the bifliop, of his own 
accord, fhould add the gift of unlimited authority. It often happens, that people are 
more affected by appearances than realities. The bare mention of arbitrary power 
would have revolted the deputies; while the fubftance, being included in the popular 
exprefiion of hereditary right, was patled without referve. 

On the abrupt departure of the deputies, the nobles could not agree what plan to 
purfue in this alarming crifis* They were not, indeed 9 unanimous in their motives of 

oppofition. 


cost’s TRAVELS IN DENMARK. 


3°7 

oppofition, being divided into three principal parties *: the firft confided of thofe who 
were devoted to the court, and favoured the declaration of the Commons j the fecond, 
of thofe who were confcious that fome change in the conftitution was requifite, but uir 
certain how far to proceed; the third, the moft eonfiderablein number, was com poled 
of thofe who were determined to affert their own privileges to the iall; extremity, and 
flrenuoully oppol’e the Ieaft alteration. It was no wonder, therefore, that they came to 
no refolution, but poftponed their final determination to the meeting in the afternoon. 
While they were thus wavering, the court and the popular party took the neceffary pre¬ 
cautions to force them to a concurrence. It was feared that the enterprize might fail 
of fuccefs, flrould the nobles quit Copenhagen and break up the diet, on the juft pre¬ 
tence that it was held in a fortified town, under awe of a garrifon devoted to the court. 
Indeed, feveral had already made their efcape, and others teemed inclined to fol!ow r their 
example. In confequenee of thefe apprehenfions, 1 he King iffued orders to Unit the 
gates; and this fpirited meafure had fuch an inftant effeCt on the nobles, that, abandon¬ 
ing all further reliftance, they difpatched deputies to the court, announcing their vvilling- 
nefs to concur with the Commons f. 

Accordingly, on the 16th of OClober, the eftates annulled, in the moft folemn man¬ 
ner, the capitulation or charter figned by the King at his acceflion, abfolved him from 
his engagements, and cancelled all the limitations impofed on his fovereignty. The 
whole was finally clofed by the public ceremony of doing homage and taking the new 
oath, which was performed on the i8th. On that day feveral fcaffolds were ere&ed 
before the palace, adorned with fcarlet cloth and tapeftry, and fnrniffied with rows of 
benches; on an elevated platform were placed two chairs of ftate, under a canopy of 
velvet, for the King and Oueen ; thefe fcaffolds communicated with the palace by an 
open gallery. At the appointed time, the citizens of Copenhagen, forming twelve com¬ 
panies, were drawn up on each fide of the gallery; the garrifon furrounded the plat¬ 
form, and the avenues leading to it; while the regiment of guards fecured the rear. 

, At mid-day the King and Oueen, attended by the royal family, preceded by the nobles, 
and accompanied by the officers of ftate, repaired in folemn procefiion, amid drums 
and trumpets, to the platform ; and when the nobles, the deputies of the clergy and 
commons, had taken their places, the chancellor proclaimed J : 

ct Since it has pleafed the Almighty, by the unanimous and voluntary refolution of 
the ftates, that this kingdom fiiould be rendered hereditary in the perfon of his Majefty 
our Lord the King, and of his pofterity male and female; his Majefty, after thanking 
the ftates for this proof of their affeflion and zeal, not only promifes to all his good 
and faithful fubjefi, to govern them as a chriliian and merciful prince ought to do, but 
alfo to eftablifti a form of government, under which they fliall be fecure of enjoying the 
fame advantages under his fucceffors; and as this unanimous refolution of the ftates 
requires a new oath of allegiance, his Majefty difcharges the ftates from all thofe oaths 
which they had formerly taken, affuring each perfon in particular of his royal favour 
and protection/’ After which alt perfons who were prefen t took the new oath of al¬ 
legiance. 

The revolution being thus accomp lifted, a new form of government was promulgated, 
under the title of the Royal Law of Denmark. It confifts of forty articles; the moft 
remarkable are the following § : 

“ The hereditary Kings of Denmark and Norway ffiall be in effe£t, and ought to be 
efteemed by their fubjeCts, the only fupreme head on earth; they lhall be above all 

• Holberg, f Ibid. "f Mallet. $ Lettre# fifi- le Damiemarc. Mallet. 
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human laws, and fball acknowledge, in all ecdefiaftical and civil affairs, no higher 
power than God alone. ^ ihe King Ihall enjoy the right of making and interpreting the 
laws, oi abrogating, adding to, and difpenfing with them. He mayalfo annul all the 
laws which either .he Or his predecefl'ors Ihall have made, excepting this royal law, 
which mult remain irrevocable, and be confidered as the fundamental law of the ftate. 
lie has the power of declaring war, making peace, impofing taxes, and levying contri¬ 
butions of all forts, &c. &c. 

f hen follow the regulations for the order of fucceflion, the regency in cafe of mino¬ 
rity, for the majority of the King, for the maintenance of the royal family ; and, after 
enumerating all the poflible prerogatives of regal uncircumfcribed authority, as it fuffi- 
aem had not yet been laid down, it is added in the twenty-fixth article: “ All that we 
have hitherto laid of power and eminence, and fovereignty, and if there is any thing fur- 
. t .. l er ^ l ? lch h I a ^ not bee , n cx P r $% fpecified, fhall all be comprifed in the following words: 
i lie Kmg of Denmark and Norway ftall be the hereditary monarch 9 and endued with 
the higheft authority, infomuch that all that can be faid and written to the advantage 
of a chnman, hereditary, and abfolute King, fliall be extended under the molt favour- 
able^interpretation, to the hereditary King or Queen of Denmark and Norway,” &c. 

On reviewing the principal circumftances which led to this revolution, we cannot but 
remark that the nobles were the victims of their own imprudence and obffinacy. Had 
tiey yielded m due time, they might have fecured many of their privileges: but not 
complying until their concurrence was fcarcely neceffary, they could not command any 
compenfation for what they could not retain, and furrendered with the moll evident 
reluctance. 1 he deputies of the clergy and of the towns were hurried away by their 
refemment agamfl that order, whofe tyranny they had long experienced, and'whofe fu- 
r *. a ®*daocj\they dreaded ; and they were fo warmly animated by their admiration 
of the King, that they thought no facrifice too great which could allure him of their 
confidence, and teflify their gratitude. Strange infatuation ! that they fliould difeover 

Srnf S ° f hurabl!n S tbeir oppreffors, and feeuring their own immunities, without the 
eitablifhmem of an abfolute government! Might they not have loofened the King’s 
lhackles without tearing them off? The referve of the legiflative power, and right of 
taxation in the three ellates, would fufficiently have fecured the freedom of the people 
hiHuf nf the . encroachments ot the crown, as again!! the infolence of a proud no- 
the uprS of faflion.° f 1S leld ° m heard amid the tumult of P ublic animofities and 

“1 bus this great affair,” concludes Lord Molefworth, « was finifhed ; and the 

ariffotraev’ to as abM ? **1 d “ e * chan S ed from an eftate JittIe dicing from 

jnfLOcraq, to as abfolute a monarchy as any is at prefent in the world.” But thefe ex- 

b ? feveral of the ,lali ve hiftorians; and an 
Lngl lh author 1, who wrote agarnft his account of Denmark by defire of the Danifii 

h r S u° 1Hr2 r ICled , hl ® con ? !ufit ™ i becaufe Frederic III. did not abufe his power 
and becaufe he confirmed the privileges of the different orders. Bur furely when the 
fovereign, according to the express of the royal law, is declared « iLpendent 
upon earth, acknowledging no higher power than God,, when he has an unlimiS 

Dannen-arc, vol. iii. p. 47y . ’ P' II3 ’ tranflauon » alfo inferted-.m Mallet's Hill, de 

Wd P MoUWth. CCt Unt ° f Dcnraark ' ! “ which .the author aniroadrtrts upon 

authority 
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authority to make, alter, repeal, and difpenfe with laws; when he alone can make peace 
and declare war; form alliances and levy taxes; when, in a' word, he enjoys all the 
rights and prerogatives which an hereditary, abfolute, defpotic King can enjoywhat 
fi^nify privileges which he can annul at pleafure ? of what force are laws which he can 
repeal with a word ? Allowing, .what is true, that the Kings of Denmark have feldoin 
abufed their authority ; and without pretending to deny that the tyranny of the nobles 
had rifen to an exceflive height; yet we furely may conclude, that it would have been 
happier for the kingdom, had the power of the crown been duly circumfcribed, while 
the rights of the nobles were qualified, not abolilhed; and the people continued fub- 
jefts of a limited monarchy, not enllaved to arbitrary dominion. 


Chap. III .—Remarks on the Population, — Finances .— Army ,— Navy.—Church EJiabliJh - 

merit in Denmark, 


* 


283,466 

143,988 

117,942 

99>9 2 3 

80,872 

59)399 


, 785,59® 


THE following table exhibits the population in the Danilh dominions: 

No, of Inhabitants* 

r Diocefe of Zealand, including the iltes of Zealand, 

Moen, and Bornholm - 

Diocefe of Funen, including the ifles of Funen, 

g j Langeland, Lolland,, and Falfter 

£ 3 Diocefe of Aarhuus'j - 

R Ditto Kibcr Jut]md - - 

j Ditto Aalborg f - 

L Ditto Viborg J - 

Ifles of Feroe - - - 

^ rDiocefe of Agerhuus - 

g J Ditto Chriftianfand - - 

§ S Ditto Berghen - - 

£5 vDitto Drontheim 

T , , C Diocefe of Scalholt 

Iceland. Holtm . 

Duchy of Mefwick - 

Duchy of Holftein belonging to the King’ 

Duchy of Glucklburgh - 

Diftrift of Kiel- 

>* Number of fouls in the Danifii dominions 


a«5)°43 
113,024 
130,352 
164,722 
34,216? 

Ji) 9 8 53 


} 


4)754 


623,141 


46,201 

243,605 

134,665 

10,072 

75,000 


*1,923,028 


The revenues of Denmark are principally derived from the cuftoms, duties on ex¬ 
ports and imports, excife on provifions and liquors, poll-tax f, tax on ranks, on places, 

* Since tliis was written, the population has iucreafed, and may now be elUmatedat two millions three 
hundred thou [and. 

\ The poll-tax takes place only in Denmark; it was at firft. laid on the inhabitants of Norway, but has 
been abolifhed, and another impoft fubftituted in its room ; the peafants, who are all free in fliat kingdom, 
having confidered it as a badge of ha very. The towns of Alioaa and Bornholm are alfo exempted from it, 
on the payment of an annual compeufatioiu 

pennons* 
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pcnfions, and perquifitesj on marriages*, land-tax, excife, quit-rents of the royal de- 
mefnes, licences of pubhc-houfes, privilege of difliJIing fpirits, for hunting and fhooting 
in the royal manors, leafes on farms and faw-mills, profits of the mines, ftarnped paper, 
duty on fnuff, on cards, &c* 

Revenues, 

Land-tax 
Sound duties f 
Poll-tax and other taxes 
Extraordinary contributions \ 


£'8 00*000 
100,000 
300,000 
260,000 


1 , 4 ^ 0)000 


Expenditure in 1784, 

Civil lift • 

Army » 

Navy - - - 

Payment of debts 

Penfions - 

Jointure of the Queen-dowager 

Income of Prince Frederice 


^.400,000 

400,000 

200,000 

200,000 

160,000 

16,000 

8 oco 


SjC-^^ooo 


* The tax on marriages, as I am informed, has been abohfiied fince my departure from Denmark; a tax 
which no wlfekgiflature would ever impofe ; and if imputed by inadvertence, would take the £rfl opportu¬ 
nity of repealing, as highly detrimental to the real interefts of the community. This tax was as equitably 
laid on in Denmark as fo injudicious an impoft was capable of being diftributed, the pcafauts and lower clafs 
of people being exempted.— 41 La portion Ja plus nombreufe,” fays the author ofLes Lett res fur 2 e Danne- 
marc. « et la plus pauvre de la fociete, les payfans, les matelots, et les foldats, iTy font pas aflujettis s maia 
fi lemanage doit £tre encourage par touteeks voks pgflibles, a plus forte raifon mcrittst-fl d’etre libre de 
toute charge, Celle qul fi paye ici dl li modique, qu'dle ne forme pas un grand obftacle a la population . 1 ** 
P* i6 5 

f The importance of the Sound duties to the government of Denmark, may be Inferred from the number 
ofvefFels which pafled the Sound in 1782: 


Englifii 

- 

. 

• 

1264 

From Dantzic 



Danifii 

- 

- 

- 

1634 

Lubec 



Swedifh 

- 

- 

* 

2121 

Bremen 



Ruffian 

- 

- 

* 

15S 

Hamburgh 

_ 

<ip 

Dutch 

* 


- 

16 

Roftock 



Rortuguefe 

- 


- 

38 

Venice * - 

fli 


Pruffian 

- 

* 

- 

1907 

Aufirian Netherlands 

m 



$ 2 $ 

112 

240 

50 

S9 

3 

505 


8465 

In 1S00, nine thoufand and forty-eight vefkl&entered the Sound; and in fome years even twelve thou¬ 
fand. 

t Among the extraordinary contributions is the tax on honours and rank, laid in the following propor¬ 
tion Perlona of the firft rank pay annually So rix-daliar, or r6b; of the fecond 14L • of the third 81 " 
fourth 61 ; fifth 3I 4s. ; fixth 3I ; feventh 2I 8s, ; eighth ll, 12s, ; and ninth il 43. AlUhc places and 
penfions are rated in the following propoi tion Fenfions not iefis than „oo rix-dolbte, or Sol and ud 
wards, pay ten per cent, ; from 70b to Bob 8 per cent. ; from 60L to 70b 7 per cent * from tol to 60J 
5 per cent, f from 40b to 5oh 4 per cent.; from 30I, to 4 ol. 3 per cent,; and from zol. to 30I 2 per cent* 
$ this written, the revenue and expenditure have beenfomewhat augmented, and the debt con¬ 
siderably decreased. 0 


The 
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The public debt in 1785 amounted to 3,600,000b, of which in time of peace about 
*00,000!. is annually liquidated. Lately, however, the liquidation of the debt owing 
to the fubje&s has been made in bank-notes. Although this meafure faves to the na¬ 
tion the payment of the inter eft of four per cent in money, yet it too much promotes 
the increafe of paper currency. The bank-notes are not exchanged at Hamburgh, 
except under a difcount from 16 to 20 per cent. There is but little fpecie in the coun¬ 
try ; that collected from the Sound duties being chiefly appropriated to the intereft of 
the foreign debt, and the appointments of perfons employed in Holftein ; and the pro¬ 
duce of the filver mines at Kongfberg fcarcely exceeds 50,000!. per annum. 

The army of Denmark is compofed, i * of the troops of Denmark and Holftein ; 

and, 2. of Norway. ri . , T ■ 1 

1. The forces of Denmark and llolftein are divided into, 1. Regulars ; 2. National 
or militia. Thefe forces (the foot and horfe guards excepted, who are all regulars) 
are not feparated, as in our army, into diftintt regiments. 

Before the late augmentation, every regiment of infantry, when complete, confided 
oftwenty-llx officers, and one thoufand fix hundred and thirty-two privates, divided into 
ten companies of fufileers, and two of grenadiers. Of thefe one thoufand fix hundred 
and thirty-two privates, four hundred and eighty, who are chiefly foreigners enlifted in 
Germany, are regulars. The remaining one thoufand one hundred and fifty-two are 
the national militia, or peafants, who refide on the eftates of the landholders, each 
eftate furnifliing a certain number in proportion to its value. Thefe national troops 
are occafionally exercifed in final! corps on Sundays and holidays j and are embodied 
once every year, for about feventeen days, in their refpe&ive diftri&s. By an addi¬ 
tion of ten men to each company, a regiment of infantry was increafed to one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-eight, including officers. 

The cavalry is on the fame footing ; each regiment confifting of feventeen officers, 
including ferjeantsand corporals, five hundred and fixty-five privates, divided into five 
fquadrons. Of thefe about two hundred and fixty are regular, and the remainder na¬ 
tional troops. The regiments of foot and horfe guards are regulars ; _ the former is 
compofed of twenty-one officers, and four hundred and fixty-five men, in five compa¬ 
nies, and the latter of feven officers, and one hundred and fifty four men, in two fqua¬ 
drons. 

2. The forces of Norway are all national troops or militia, excepting the two regi¬ 
ments of Sudenfield and Nodenfield ; and as the peafants are free, the forces are le¬ 
vied in a different manner from thofe of Denmark. Norway is divided into a certain 
number of diftricts, each of which'furniflies a foldier. _ All the peafants are, at their 
birth, regiftered for the militia ; and the firft on the lift fupplies the vacancy for the 
diftria to which he belongs. After ferving from ten to fourteen years, they are ad¬ 
mitted among the invalids ; and, when they have attained the feniority of that corps, 
receive their difmiffion. Thefe troops are not continually under arms, but are occa¬ 
fionally exercifed, like the national forces of Denmark. A fixed ftipend is affigned to 
the officers, nearly equal to that of the officers in the regulars ; but the common fol- 
diers do not receive pay, except when in actual fervice, or performing their annual ma¬ 
noeuvres. 

The army is fupplied with officers by the Academy of Land Cadets, inftituted by 
Frederic IV. where feventy-four cadets are inftrutted in the military fciences at the 
royal expence. According to a lift of the Danifh army printed in the appendix, the 
total number of troops confifted, in 1785, of fixty-fix thoufand nine hundred and 
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Navy* From their ihfular fituation, the Danes have always excelled as a maritime 
-people* In the earlier ages* when piracy was an honourable profeffion, they were a 
race of pirates, and ifiued from the Baltic to the conqueft of England and Norm and y. 
And though, fmee the improvement of navigation by the invention oi the compafs, 
other nations have rifen to a greater degree of naval eminence, ftill, however, the 
Danesyinhabiting a duller of iflands, and poflefiing a large tract of: lea-coaft, are well 
verfed in maritime affairs, and are the mo ft numerous, as well as the moft experienced 
Tailors of the North. During my flay at Copenhagen i vifited the dock, and infpe&ed, 
with great attention, the fleet at anchor in the harbour* 

The expence of building the hulk of each Chip amounted to 200L per gun, and to 
ioooL when the veflei is completely rigged, and ready to fail, with four months 1 pro 
vifions. The greater part of the oak is procured from Germany by contract with the 
King of Pruflia *, All the cannon, fiiot, anchors and iron-work, are cad in Norway, 
The Danes procure flax, hemp, and mails from Ruflia, and pitch and tar from Sweden ; 
they have manufactories of cordage and fails, but not fufficient for the ule of the fleet: 
the remainder is obtained from Rullia and Holland* 

The greater part of the Danifh navy is Rationed in the harbour of Copenhagen, 
which lies within the fortifications; the depth of water being only twenty-feet, the 
JJiips have not their lower tier of guns on board, but take them in when they get out 
of port. Befides large magazines, each veflei has'a feparate ilorehoufe on the water's 
edge, opposite to which fhe is moored when in harbour, and may by this means be in- 
flan tly equipped* The number of regillered Teamen is fourteen thouland fix hundred, 
divided into two daETes ; the firfl: comprifes thofe inhabiting the coalts, who are allow¬ 
ed to engage in the fervice of merchant-fhins trading to any part of the world* Each 
receives 8s* annually from the crown as long as he fends a'certificate of his being alive ; 
but is febjedt to recal in cafe of war- The fecond comprehends the fixed failors, who 
are conllantly in the employ of the crown, and amount to about four thoufand, ranged 
in four divifions, or forty companies; they are Rationed at Copenhagen for the ordinary 
fervice of the navy, and work in the dock-yard* Each, when not at fea, receives 12s* 
per month, befide a quantity of flour and other provifions > every two years a complete 
i’uit of Clothes, and every year breeches, (lockings, fhoes, and a cap. Some are lodged 
in barracks. When they fail their pay is augmented to 20s. per month. The marine 
artillery confilts of eight hundred men, in four divifions* 

In 1779 the navy confided of thirty-eight Chips of the line, including nine of fifty 
■guns and one of forty-four, and twenty frigates ; but if we except thofe which are con¬ 
demned, and thofe which are allotted only for parade, we cannot eftimate the fleet fo 
high as twenty-four fliips of the line, and fifteen frigates, fit for fervice: a number, 
however, fully adequate to the fituation of Denmark ; and, if we include the excellence 
of the failors, it mull be efteemed as complete a navy as any in the, North f* 

A fliip of ninety guns, with its full complement, carries eight hundred and fifty men, 
of feventy guns feven hundred, of fixty four guns fix hundred, of fifty guns four hun¬ 
dred and fifty, and a frigate of thirty-fix guns two hundred and fifty. Mod part of this 

■* Hollteln produces oaks, but not a fufiicient quantity ; and they are preferved in cafe of extreme ne- 
ceffity. 

f The author of the Voyage de Deux Francois, gives the (late of the Daniffi navy in 1791, It differ 
little, as to number, from the lift in the Appendix to this volume ; and confiffs of one fliip of ninety guns; 
two of eighty : ten of feventy four j five of feventy ; fix of Jixty-four ; three of fixty 3 and three of fifty 5 
befuks five old men of war, with eighteen frigates from forty two to twenty guns. Of this number 
twelve fhips of the line, aud feven frigate* were built timx 1774,—"Voyage de Deux Frangois, vci, i p, 84. 

7 fleet 
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fleet is generally moored at Copenhagen, except four or five flffps of the line in the ports 
of Norway, a frigate ftationed off Elfmore, another lying off' the ifle of Funen, and a 
fmaller veffel on the Elbe, betide a frigate or two which annually make a cruize. 

In 1779, the year of the armed neutrality, the northern powers fent out different ar¬ 
maments; that of Denmark, which was fitting out in the fpring, confiftedof ten (hips of 
the line, four frigates, and two floops of twenty guns ; and the expence of the equip¬ 
ment was chiefly l’upplied by an additional duty of one per cent, laid on all imports, 
and half per cent, on exports. For manning this fleet one thoufand fixed failors were 
felecled, three thoufand five hundred regiftered from the country, and one thoufand 
marines. 

The chief nurfery * for naval officers is the Academy of Marine Cadets, inftituted by 
Frederic IV. in 1701. The foundation is for fixty cadets, who are maintained and in- 
ftrafted in the theory of navigation at the expence of the crown. Every year they 
make a cruize on board a frigate. Befide the original number, other youths are ad¬ 
mitted, under the name of volunteers, at their own expence. 

The eftabliflied religion of Denmark is the Lutheran. The hierarchy confifts of 
twelve bifliops, or fuperintendants ; fix in Denmark, four in Norway, and two in Ice¬ 
land. There is no archbi(hop; but the bifhop of Zealand, who is firft in rank, and 
the bilhop of Aggerhuus, are metropolitans. 

The annual revenues of the fees are: In Denmark: Zealand 1000I.; Funen 760I.; 
Aarhuus 60ol. ; Aalborg 40CI.; and Ripan 400!. In Norway; Chriftiana or Ag¬ 
gerhuus, 400I.; Chriftianfand 600I.; Berghen 400I.; and Drontheim 400I. In Ice¬ 
land : Skalholt 150I.; and Holun 150I. Thefe two lad bifhoprics, although far in¬ 
ferior in nominal value to the former, are, if we take into confideration the cheapnefs 
of living in Iceland, perhaps equal in real profits to the largeft of the others. 

The inferior clergy are provofts or archdeacons, parifli-priefts and chaplains. Each 
diocefe is divided into a certain number of diltridts, of which the provofts have the in- 
fpeftion, and each diftridt into parts. A large parifli, befide the principal church, has 
one or more chapels of eafe. The parifli-priefts receive their Hilaries principally in 
glebe, tithes, and furplice fees, and in fome places from the voluntary contributions of 
the parifliioners. The profits vary in the different parts, according to the cheapnefs of 
provifions and other incidental circumftances. In Denmark the livings feldom exceed 
400I., or fall fliort of 60I. per annum, Jutland excepted, in which peninfula there are a 
few fcarcely-worth 20I. In Norway the higheft may be rated at 200L, and the loweft 
at 60I. In Iceland fome pariflies fcarcely bring in 3I. or 4I. a year. A clergyman’s 
widow ufually receives the whole profit of her hufband’s cure for the year immediately 
following his deceafe, and a penfion from his fucceflor, amounting to the eighth of the 
annual income. 

Chap. IV.— Univerfity of Copenhagen.—Royal Academy of Sciences,—Royal Society far 
the Improvement of Northern Htjlory and Languages.—Latin Schools in the Danijb Domi¬ 
nions. —Refearches into the Origin and Progrefs of Icelandic Literature,—Flora Danica • 
—Oeder and Muller.—Regenfufs on Shells , &c. &c. 

COPENHAGEN contains, among other literary inftitutions, an univerfity, and an 
academy of fciences. The univerfity was founded in 1479, by Chriftian I. and has 
been augmented and amply endowed by his fucceflbrs; ainongft whom Chriftian VI. 

* Letues far le Dannemaik, p. 10. 
s s 
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was the greatett benefedor. Under that monarch the univerfity was newly modelled, 
and Feveral regulations eflablilhed, which were calculated for the encouragement anddif- 
fufion of learning. It has a confidcrable fund } the profeffors have liberal falaries, and 
many Undents are inftruded gratis. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences * owes its inilitution to the zeal of fix literati, 
whom Chriftian VI. in 1742, ordered to arrange his cabinet of medals. Thefe perfons, 
occafionally meeting for that purppfe, extended their defigns; afibciated others who 
were eminent in feveral branches of feience, and forming a literary fociety, employed 
themfelves in examining and explaining the hi dory and antiquities of their country. 
The Count of Holftein warmly patronifed the fociety, and at his recommendation 
Chriftian VI. took it under his protection, called it the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
endowed it with a fund, and ordered the members to join to their former purfuits, na¬ 
tural hiltory, phyfics, and mathematics. In confequence of the royal favour, the 
members engaged with frelh zeal in their purfuits j and the academy published many 
volumes of tranfadions in the Danifh language, fome of which have been tranflated into 

Latin. , 

About the fame period a fociety for the improvement of northern hiftory and lan. 
guages was inftituted by a few perfons, at the head of whom was Langebek, fince 
greatly diftingui filed for his hiftorical publications. Thefe perfons contributed to a col- 
feaion of manuferipts, books, coins, and other literary curiofities 3 and even advanced 
a fum of money to fupport the expence of the eftabliftunent. Many new members 
being admitted," Chriftian VI. with his ufual zeal for letters, coiiftituted it, in 1746, a 
Royal Society, and aftigned an apartment in the palace of Charlottenburgh for the place 
of meeting. " This fociety has proved itfelf not unworthy of the royal protection $ 
having given to the world feveral publications, containing hiftorical details, titles, do¬ 
cuments, diplomas, rare manuferipts, and charts, which tend to throw confiderable 
light on the annals of Denmark. 

°Befide the univerfities of Copenhagen and Kiel, there is an academy at Soroe, two 
gymnafia at Odenfee and Altona, and a feminary for Laplanders at Berghen in Nor¬ 
way. There are various Latin fchools maintained at the expence of the crown ; nine¬ 
teen in Denmark Proper, four in Norway, eleven in Schlelwick, fixteen in Holftein, 
and two in Iceland. The largeft fchools have a rector, or upper-matter, a corrector, or 
lower-mafter, and two or three colleges fc boles, or shift: ants : the final left have only a 
redor. - The falaries of the makers vary from Sol. to aool. a year. Each parifh is 
alfo provided with two or three fchools for the Danilh tongue : where children are in¬ 
truded in reading, writing, and arithmetic. Thefe country fchool-matters have in 
general a falary of about ml. per annum, a houfe, and a few other advantages. 

I mutt alfo mention two fchools at Copenhagen for the children of the nobility and 
gentry, who are unable to bear the expence of a liberal education; one for boys, and 
the other for females. The fchool for boys is under the diredion of Profeffor Tref- 
chow. Chaplain of the garrifon-church at Copenhagen, a gentleman of confiderable 
erudition, who, confidering it as an ad of charity, receives no recompence for his 
trouble. An infpedor has 60I. per annum. The day fchofars pay only 61 . a year, and 
the boarders 20I.: they learn hiftory, geography, and arithmetic, are inftruded in 

• Lcttrcs furle Dannemark, vol. ii. p. 53. Tire Count of Holftein was tlie firft: prefident; and the 
fix perlons who firft formed the defign, were John Gram, Joachim Frederic Ramus, Chriftian Louis 
Scheid, Marc Woldikey, Eric Pontopidan, and Bernhard Madman. See Scripts a Soc. Flaf. Edita. 
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the articles of religion, and have mailers for the German, French, and English hm- 

^Ineenera! the Danifii literati have particularly turned their refearches to the hi ft cry 
and antiquities of the north ; oil which fubjefts many curious works have been printed, 
and more are preparing for public inipettion. Among thofe who have greatly 
diftin ,T u , 'lhed themielves in this branch of learning, mul be mentioned the names of 
Meurfius, Holberg, Oiaus Woruiius, Pontopidan ; and lately thofe of Langebek, 

Schoening and Suhm. . , . . 

Anion? the performances lately printed on thefe topics, thofe m the Icelandic tongue 
deferve particular notice ; as they tend to throw confiderable light on the antiquities, 
hiftorv and mythology of the northern nations: Iceland being in the remote ages, while 
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, were in a hate of perpetual warfare, the repofitory of 
northern literature. On obferving fuch a number of Icelandic manufenpts as are con¬ 
tained m the Danifh libraries, 1 was greatly aftonifhed to find that Iceland, confidered 
by the antients as the Ultima Thule, or the extremity of the world, and by us as icarcely 
habitable, abounded in learning and fcience, at a time when great part of Europe was 

involved in darknefs, . 

Hiflory does not afeertain the firft population of Iceland ; when occupied by a co* 
lony of Norwegians in the latter end of the ninth century, it contained but few inhabi¬ 
tants whofe auceftors were fuppofed to have emigrated from England or Ireland ; but 
whole number was inadequate to refill the invaders. Afterwards other emigrants 
landing from Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, the original inhabitants were loft amid 
the fwarm of new fettlers, who introduced the xvorfhip of Thor and Odin, and all the 
rites and cuftoms which prevailed among the nations of the neighbouring continent. 
Their language was the old Gothic or Teutonic, the vernacular tongue of the Swedes, 
Danes, and Norwegians, which, on account of their infular fituation, was preferved pure 
for a confiderable time. The alphabet was compofed of the Runic characters, only fix- 
tecn in number; yet to thefe Icelanders we are indebted for almoft all the hiftorical 
monuments of the northern nations now remaining. From them fprung the Scalds, 
thofe antient bards who have tranfmitted, in their hiftorical poems, the principal events 
which happened in thefe remote quarters of the world, from the arrival of Odin to the 
introduction of chriftianity ; a period of barbarifm and ignorance, which, without their 
labours, had been totally unknown to pofterity. Although thefe Scales odes blend oc- 
cafionally improbable narratives with hiftorical events; yet, as the intelligent critics 
may feparate fads from fable, and truth from fidion; and being the only fources of in¬ 
formation relative to the early affairs of the north, they muff be confidered as valuable 
monuments of antiquity. The recital alfo of thefe c®mpofitions, at public entertain¬ 
ments, before the princes whofe deeds they celebrated, and who, as well as many other 
perfons prefent, were well acquainted with the fubjed of the poem, affords a collateral 
proof of their authenticity f. Some 

* Langebek, who, among, other learned publications, has put forth “ Scriptores Jleriun Damtkmra 
Mtdii JEvi,” printed at the King’s expence, was a native of Jutland, and born in 1710; and, after a life 

devoted to the purfuits of learning, died about 1776. . , 

Schoening, the learned editor of Snorro Sturlenfis Hiflona, and many other interefhh| works, was horn 
at Schatnasin Norway, in 1712, and died in 1778 Tl.e curious reader, who it dciirous of further infor¬ 
mation on this fubjeft, will find an ample detail of the lives and writings ol thefe two iiidefatig.tble-aoU- 
u italics, in the prefaces to the fourth and fifth volumes of the Scripture, Rerum Danicaium, which publica¬ 
tion is continued by Mr. Suhm, with the fame diligence and accuracy that diliiftguifhed the judicious 

+ S Snorro Sturlefon, who drew from thefe Scaldic odes many materials icr his Chronicle of the Kings of 
Norway, thus fpeaks of them ; " s. s 2 *' Prieciptic 


COX&’s TRAVELS IN DENMARK. 


316 

Some of thefe odes were written in Runic chara&ers * *, the far greater part, how* 
ever, were only configned to memory; but on the introduction of ehriftianity into Ice¬ 
land, in the latter end of the ninth century t, the Runic letters were exchanged for the 
Roman alphabet: fchools were founded; the love of fcience, which had in l'ome degree 
maintained itfelf, even when the inhabitants were in a ftate of paganifm, revived with 
frefli vigour, antient poems were collected, many chronicles digefted into a regular 
form, and the traditions of pagan theology refcued from oblivion. The Icelanders 
pofTefled feveral hiltorians, long before a Angle annalilt appeared among the nations from 
whom they were defcended. Their authors Illief, Are, and Stemund, who flourilhed 
in the eleventh century, preceded Saxo-Grammaticus and Sueno, the earlielt of the 
Danifli, Swedilh, or Norwegian writers. 

It would be an interefting fpeculation in the theory of mankind, to afcertain, « how 
it came to pafs that a people difjoined from the reft of the world, few in number, de- 
prefled by poverty, and fituated in fo unfavourable a climate, fliould be capable, in thofe 
dark ages, of manifefting fuch a tafte for literature. Were we better informed of 
certain particulars relating to the ftate of the north during thofe remote ages, we 
might poffibly find the caufe of this phenomenon, either in the poverty of the inha¬ 
bitants of Iceland, which drove them to feek their fortunes in the neighbouring coun¬ 
tries, or in the fuccefs of their firft bards at foreign courts, which excited their emula¬ 
tion, and at the fame time prepoffefled ftrangers in their favour.; or laftly, in the na¬ 
ture of their republican government, in which the talent of oratory, and the reputation 
of fuperior fenfe and capacity, are the direCt roads to dignity, refpeCt, and preferment|.” 
To thefe caufes may perhaps be joined the political tranquillity of Iceland ; amid the 
civil commotions that convulfed the neighbouring nations, the inhabitants had fufficient 
leifure for literary occupations; and feme may be induced to add the nature of their 
climate, which obliged them to feek for fome relief againft the tedioufnefs of lon«- 
nights and continued darknefs 

But to return to the Icelandic authors. The moft antient hiftorian was Illief, hilltop 
of Ska!holt: he was fon of Giflur Albus, a perfon of great diftinaion in Iceland, and 
defcended from the antient kings of Denmark, who confiderably promoted the eftab- 


“ Pracipue carmina fumus fecuti, qua; coram ipfis priiicipibus ant eornm filiis flint decantata, vcra rc- 
putantes omnia, quse iftis in carminibus de torum geftis aut bellis memorise funt prodita. More quidem 
Skaldis eft receptnm, praecipue laudare, cui miniftrant. Aft nemo facile auderet, coram ipfo principe. iau- 

des et fa ft a cantare, qua; tarn ipfe quam alii prxfentes fclrcnt mera efl'e figment a. Hoc dedeccri nonlaudi 

eSet." See Preface to Schoeniiig's edition of Snorro Sturlenfis, p. 12. note. 

* “ Though we hare no reafon to believe they were cut upon ftonea, as was praflifed among os, fro Ru¬ 

nic ftones having been found there, wbofe age readies to the tiroes of paganifm) they 11 fed, however, to 
Scratch them on their bucklers, and fometimes on their ceilings and walls; and the Laxdaiia Swa makes 
mention of one OloF of Hiardai hult, who had a large houfe built, on the beams and rafters of which remark¬ 
able ftories are faid to have been marked, in the fame manner as Thorkil Hake cut an account of his own 
deeds on his bedftead and chair.” I.ctteraon Iceland, p. 158. 

f In Kriftni Saga, the in trod nit ion of ehriftianity into Iceland is thus related : “ Thorwaldus, a per- 
fbn of fome diftin£Hon in Iceland, the inhabitants of which were all idolaters, happening; to travel through 
Saxony, commenced acquaintance with a certain bilhop, whole name was Prcderic; and being inftru£tcd bv 
him in the Clmftian doArines, was baptized. He then prevailed upon the bilhop to return with him to 
Iceland, in order to convert the natives to ehriftianity. And as the bilhop was ignorant of the languaet 
Thorwaldus, receiving infttuaion, preached to the people, and many were baptized This event which 
laid the firft foundation of the Gofpel in Iceland, happened in the year 980.” See Kriftni San-a , & c 

\ Northern Antiquities, voh i. p. 39 z* “ J 

^ Ipfi in defoiTis fpecubus fecura iub alts 
Oua aguntterri—- 

Hie nodtm ludo ducunt. Yirg, Georg- III, 
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lifhment of chriftianity. Iflief was born in 1006; and, having received the firft rudi- 
ments of learning from his father, was fent, in the fixteenth year of his age, into Saxony, 
for the purpofe of completing his education, and made rapid advances in feveral 
branches of knowledge *. Being ordained pried, he returned to Iceland; fixed his re- 
fidence at Skalhoit, where his father had erefted a church, and preached the Gofpel 
with fervent and perfuafive eloquence. Iflief was the fird native bifhop of Iceland : he 
wasraifed to that dignity in the fiftieth year of his age, at the requed of the inhabitants, 
by particular defire of the Emperor Henry 111. and during the pontificate of Leo IX. 
He was confecrated by the Archbilhop of Bremen, on the fixth of January 1056; and 
returning the fame year to Iceland, fixed the fee at Skalhoit, where he continued until his 
death, which happened in 1080, in the feventy-fifth year of his age. Iflief is defcribed 
as a perfon of a dignified afpect, affable, juft, and upright in all his actions, liberal and 
beneficent, though, from the fcantinefs of his income, frequently expofed to extreme 
penury. The fame of his learning and piety being widely diffufed, many foreign 
bilhops vifited Iceland, for the purpofe of receiving his inftru&ions ; and his memory 
was fo highly revered among his countrymen, that his name was edeemed fynonimous 
to fan&ity and erudition. He married Dalla, daughter of Thorwal, hy whom he had 
three fons, all celebrated for their talents and knowledge; but particularly Gilfur, who 
fucceeded his father in the biftiopric, and inherited his zeal for the propagation of the 
Gofpel, and the promotion of learning. Iflief guarded againd the decline of literature 
in Iceland, by afliduoully inftrufting many pupils, fome of whom became eminently 
diftinguilhed, and two were advanced to the epifcopal dignity. He was well verfed in 
the hidory of the north, and compiled feveral annals, which, though now lod, furniflied 
materials for the chronicles of the earlied Icelandic authors, whofe works are extant. 
I allude to Are, furnamed the Sage, who was educated by Teitus,-fen oflflief; Sm- 
mund Sigfurfon, for his great erudition denominated Polyhidor, and Snorro Sturlefon,. 
fly led by his learned editor, the Herodotus of the north ; all of whom immediately fuc¬ 
ceeded Iflief, and wrote on the hidory of Norway. 

Many fubfequent annalifls made their appearance, of whom it would be fuperfluous 
to give an-account. Several of their writings, compofed in the Icelandic tongue, have 
been given to the public, fome printed in Iceland f, others in Sweden ; but the greater 
part in Denmark,accompanied with Swedifh, Danifli, or Latin tranflations J. The molt 
important of thefe publications is a folio edition of the chronicle of Snorro, printed at 
Copenhagen in 177-8, accompanied with a life of the author. He was born in 1178, 
received his education, and completed his ftudies in Iceland ; became chief magi ft rate 
of the country, and was killed in an infurreftion in 1241, in the fixty-third year of his 
age. According to his biographer, he was an excellent poet, an accurate hiftorian, a 
fkilflll lawyer, a proficient in the Greek.and Latin tongues, and not ignorant of ma¬ 
thematics and mechanics From his chronicle, Torfheus, the late annalift of the north, 

* This account of Iflief I have extrafUd from Koftoi Saga, p. 106 to 109, 130 to 141. Hangervaka 
Saka, p. 13 to 25. 

| Von Troil informs us> that printing was introduced into Iceland by John (or Jonas) Arefon, bifhop 
ofHqltin ; that John Mathfeflbn, a Swede, was the firft printer j and that the Hrfl book was the Breviart- 
um Nidaroirenfe, printed in 3531 at Holing He adds, that new type^ were brought thither in 1574 j and 
that the Icelandic bible was printed in 1584* See Letters on Iceland, p. 182, 

J Fora lift of the Icelandic authors, fee Preface to Annales BiomornL de Skardfa, p. 5. North, Ant, 
1* p, 53. et paffnn. Letters on Iceland, letter xiv. The library of the Britijfh Mufeum contains about one 
hundred and eighty Icelandic mannferipts. See Ayfcough J s catalogue of the mauttferipts of the BritHh 
Mufeum, p. 890, § Preface, t> ix. 

chiefly 
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chiefly drew the materials for his Hillary of Norway, and lie acknowledges himfelf 
more indebted to Snorro than to any other writer, 

From the fourteenth century, hiltory and letters gradually declined in Iceland, and 
it sWas involved in the lame darknefs which had overfpread Europe- The reformation^ 
which was introduced in the middle of the fixteenth century, occasioned the revival of 
feience. Although there never have been wanting among the inhabitants men of con- 
iiderabie learning, yet, as knowledge has widely ditlufed iifelf in Sweden and Denmark 
under the protection of their fovercigns, thefe kingdoms have become greatly en¬ 
lightened, and Iceland is no longer the foie repofitory of northern genius*. 

Although the Danifh literati have directed their chief attention to hiftory and anti¬ 
quities; yet they have by no means been deficient in the ftudy of nature. 

Frederic V., the late King of Denmark, a munificent patron of the friences, founded, 
in 1753, a botanical garden, intended principally to facilitate a liberal defign of giving 
a complete hiftory, and engravings of all the native plants In the Danifh dominions f* 
The fuperintendance of this garden, (with a ftipend,) and afterwards the profcfl'orlhip 
of botany in the Royal Academy of Copenhagen, were conferred on Mr, Qeder, who 
was chol’cn to condu£t the work. In profecution of this defign, he vifited at the King*s 
ex pence various parts of Denmark and Norway, and began the publication in 1762. 

The Flora Danica was intended to contain, in the folio form, figures of all the in¬ 
digenous plants of Denmark, Norway, thefe of the duchies of S lei wick and Holftein, 
and of many from Iceland; a tract of country extending more than.fixteen degrees, 
between the fifty-fourth degree of latitude and the North Gape. A hiftory of all thefe 
plants, in oftavo, was a!fo promifed ; but this part of the plan has not yet been com¬ 
pleted. 

Of this Flora Danica, a number, or fafckulus , containing fixty plates, was intended 
to be annually pubiiflied; the firft came forth in 1762, but, according to the ufual 
fate of periodical undertakings of fuch confiderable extent, feveral caufes have retarded 
its regular progrefs, and the fifteenth fafckulus only, completing the number of nine 
hundred plates, or five volumes, made its appearance in 1782. This work may be 
purchafed either coloured or plain. The names of the plants are not engraved on the 
plates; neither from the nature of the fubjeS; could any regular method or fyflein be 
cbferved* The plants are feparately figured ; each engraving contains one plant only, 
except in thole of the clafs Cryptogamia, where, in fame inftaaces, feveral are given in 
the fame plate. Prefixed to fafckulus is a nomenclature, with the Linnsean names, 
a few lelect fynonyms, and an account of the places of growth. As often as the fize 
will admit, the plant is exhibited in the natural magnitude; in others, a branch only, 
and in mold inflianccs, the parts of fructification are feparately delineated 1 an article ln- 
difpenJable to botanical accuracy. Jn feme of the larger plants, befide the branch of 
the natural fize, the whole is given on a reduced fcale; but it mufl: be confeffed, that 
this part of the defign is the lean: meritorious; happily it does not often occur. 

The twelfth fafckulus , in 1777* was accompanied with an index of all the plants 
already engraved, or intended to be contained in this work ; by which it appears, that 

* lam chiefly indebted for information upon the literary hi Rory of Iceland to Mallet’s North. Antfq. 
fcranfiand by Dr. Percy, Bilhop of Dromon; ; Von Trails Letters on Iceland trauflated by For Iter; 
Tor fori Hilt. Norve ; Snorro Sturknfis Hilt. Regum Norw, ; and the feveral publicaiions of the Ict- 
laiifdio writers printed at Copenhagen. 

t Tliis account of the Flora Danica, and of MeflVs, Qeder and Muller, was chiefly communicated to 
me by Dr. Puiteney, to whom 1 have been fo repeatedly obliged. 
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Ihp whole number wili nearly amount to one ihonfaml eight hundred fees; of which 
ir ore than five hundred and (evenly are of the clafs Cryptogam la, or that which con¬ 
tains the ferns, moffes, algae, and fungi. That any curious perions yet unacquainted 
Uh this work, may judge hour far it might be fu bferv.em w them know edge of Ejtg- 
Ufl. hotanv it may be added, that out of nine hundred and eighty fpecies already figured 
in the fifteen firft fafdculi, more than feven hundred are fpontaneoufiy produced m 

Bn Siificent and accurate as this work is, and though conduced at the King’s ex¬ 
pence, timth will not be offended by afferting, that the^xecution of it is ft ill inferior to 
a performance of the fame kind now pnblifhirig in England, at the nlk of an individual. 
I allude to Curtis’s Flora Londinenfu ; which, for the magnitude or the places, the nice 
di(crimination and figures of the frudification, has not been paralleled by any other 
Publication of fuch fcope and defign: nor is the merit of the Flora Londinenfa confined 
to the accurate elegance of the plates; it contains a minute detention of each plant, 
and is enriched by feientific, iifeful, and economical obfervations, either extraded from 
the beft writers, or derived from the extenfive knowledge of its author. It is but mf- 
tice to add, that the minute plants of the clafs Cryptogamia m the delineation of which 
the Flora Dame a is extremely deficient, are figured with the utmoft exadnefs by Mr. 
Curtis, who introduced to the Englilh botanift five new fpecies of agar,a \ 

Chriftian Oeder, to whom, through the liberality of his monarch, we are indebted 
for the Flora Damck was the pupil and friend of the celebrated Haller under whom 
he was educated at Gottingen. According to Dr. Nugents account of Oederf, he 
vifited England in his younger days, and acquired a great knowledge oi the language. 
Whilft ftudent at Gottingen, he tranllated all the Englifh treaufes ioi a Latin edition 
of Dr Mead’s works, which Haller publifhed in 2 vols. 8vo. in 1748. The fucceedmg 
year he took his dodor’s degree in phyfic, and wrote, on that occafion, a thefis, which 
Halkr calls “ DoEta Differtatio contra Revulfwnsm & Dsnvatwnem. In 1752, at which 
period he was fettled at Copenhagen, the Royal Academy of Sciences at Gottmgea 
named him a correipondent member ; and foon after he was made fupermtendaiit of 
the botanincal garden at Copenhagen, and profeffor of botany. In 1752, Oedei pie- 
fided at the public difputadon of Dr. Peter Afcamus, and took that occafion to write on. 
irritability; a fubjed on which the experiments and obfervations of his great ma.tei had 

drawn the attention of anatomifts and phyficians. _ 

Having performed many joumies into the di ft event provinces of Denmark, accompa¬ 
nied bv a draughtftnani and colleded great materials for the intended- Ear*, be pub- 
liftied, in 1762, the firft fafdculus ; and in 1764, as a part of his plan, his Elements 
of Botany, in 8vo. This work exhibits a profound knowledge of the fubjedand 112 
author mis given the outlines of a new method of arrangement, adapted only to the 
plants of Europe. The fecond volume of the Elements was printed in 1766; and is 
embeliilhed with fourteen excellent plates, explanatory of the techinal pai t of his luujev.i. 
His fvftem was intended to comprife eight claffes: 1. Cryptanther# ; 2 . Mmocoiyia- 
dories; V Amenfacem; 4. Incomplete ; 5. Calycarpce ; 6. Calycanthema; 7 .. Mompetal^ 
8. Pohpetalk* Of this fyftem the author has only exemplified the nrlt cla.s, ^h^cn he 
published in a feparate volume in 1770, in 8vo.; and in which are method caJy ar- 

a! Oftreatus; PSycatalii; Glutinous; FloccofuS'; Vrintmes.—Mr. Curtis publifhed only two vo. 
turner of thisTptendEd work, which has been interrupted by his death, which happened m 1799, 
j- See Wugcc&^s Travels through Germany, vol, i, 
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ranged one thoufand two hundred and thiriy-mne fpedes, with thefpecific names, from 
Dillenius, Haller, and Linn ecus. 

It is greatly to be regretted, that this ingenious naturalid has been called from the 
paths of fcience by an appointment to an office in the treafury, where he has fhewn him- 
ielf no lefs qualified to excel in the civil line. 

After the publication of the eleventh fafckulus in 1775, the further profecution of the 
work was committed to the care of Dr. Otto Frederic Muller, a gentleman who after¬ 
wards gave to the public feveral valuable fpecimensof hisknovvledge in natural hi (lory; 
particularly a curious work under the title of Hijioria Vtinnium ; another under that of 
Zoologize Danhce Prodromus \ and engaged, under the higheft patronage, in publiftiing 
the figures of all the rarer animals of the kingdom of Denmark, under the title of Zoo- 
iog'uz Danica komi, of which two fafctcull made their appearance *. 

In fpeaking of the publications on natural hiftory, it would be unpardonable to omit 
the moft fplendid work of the kind ever produced in any nation. It is a collection of 
rare fhells, in 2 vols. folio, engraved and coloured by Francis Michael Regerifufs at the 
royal expence. The ftrft voluriTe contains a fhort account of the collections of natural 
hiftory, and particularly pffhells, in Denmark ; a preliminary difeourfe on conchology, 
with a detail of the authors who hatre written on the fubje£t, and their different fyt 
tems, and feventy-eight complete and delicately coloured figures, in twelve plates, 
accompanied with fcientific deferiptions in the Latin, French, and German languages!* 
The Kings of Denmark have occafionally deputed, and ftill continue to fend, at their 
expence, men of learning not only through their own territories, but to various parts 
of the globe, for the purpofe of extending the bounds of knowledge. 

Langebek travelled through the Danifh dominions and Sweden, with a view to col¬ 
lect documents, charters, and other ftate papers, relative to the ancient hiftory of the 
North ; and Schoening for the fame purpofe, at the expence of Prince Frederic. Among 
others employed in the execution of the fame plan, Dr. Moldenhauer, a gentleman of 
various and profound erudition, vifited England, France, and Spain, where he examined 
the libraries for oriental and claifical manuferipts. 

But the literary expedition which reflects the higheft honour on the crown of Den¬ 
mark, and holds up an example to other fovereigns, was begun in 1761, under the 
aufpices of Frederic V. who, at the fuggeftion of the late Count Bernfdorf, difpatched 
four perfons J, eminently verfed indifferent branches of fcience, to Arabia ; of which 
curious and interefting journey Niebuhr, the only furvivor, has publiflied a much efteem- 
ed account §, 

There are two libraries at Copenhagen belonging to the King, a private and a pub¬ 
lic, both in the apartments of the palace. The private library contains twenty thou¬ 
fand volumes 5 the public one hundred and ten thoufand, and feven thoufand manu- 

* Since the death of Dr. Muller, who completed only the fifteenth fnfekuhs * the Flara Damta rhas been 
continued by proMTor Vahl, well known from his Symbols Botanic^ or description of plants collected by 
r Formal during his journey into the Baft,'to which are added others feen by .the profeffbr him fell in the 
fouth of Europe, and in A frica. The fame author has enriched botanical fcience by a description of Ame¬ 
rican plants not before known, in a work entitled Echga Jhnertcan#, 

+ Cholx de Coquillages Gravees* 

t Frederic GhnUku Haven for oriental languages ; Formal and Dr. Cramer for natural hiftory; Nie¬ 
buhr for hiftory and geography : they were accompanied by a draughtsman. 

§ Befchreibung von Ar-tbien ; Reife Befchreibung nach Arabkn, &c. in 3 vols. This work has been 
t ran Hated into the French language. Defcprition de l* Arabic. They departed from Copenhagen in 
1761. 
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fcripts. Among the manufcripts are many Perfian and Arabic, brought from Arabia 
by Niebuhr. Among thofe of the claffics, I obferved a beautiful Cicero's Rhetoric on 
vellum, and a no lefs beautiful Virgil on vellum, of the eleventh century, which has 
been collated by the learned Heyne of Gottingen for his excellent edition of the Roman 
poet. 

This collection is extremely rich in Icelandic books, and in all publications relative 
to the antiquities and hiltory of the three northern kingdoms. The art of typography 
mult have been introduced late into Denmark; as the earlieft book printed at Co¬ 
penhagen is Skanfky Logh, or King Waldemar’s Law of Scania, which bears the date 
of 1505. 

The library of Count Thott, probably the largeft private collection in Europe, con¬ 
tains one hundred and ten thoufand volumes, and above five thoufand manufcripts. It 
is as remarkable for the rarity as for the number of the books, and is particularly rich 
in the palaeographia, or early printed books, of which there are above two thoufand of 
the fifteenth century *. 

Mr. Suhm’s collection deferves alfo to be vifited by the lover of letters. It contain¬ 
ed, 17S5, fifty thoufand volumes collected by himfelf; it abounds with hiftorical and 
topographical publications in all languages, particularly thofe which relate to the anti¬ 
quities and hiftory of northern Europe, the favourite objeCt of his refearches. He pof- 
feffes alfo many curious manufcripts in the Greek and Oriental languages, particularly 
thofe which belonged to the celebrated Reilkius, for the purchafe of which he gave 
the widow an annuity of 40I. This library is open every morning from nine to eleven, 
for the ufe and infpeCUon of men of letters, and the {Indents of the univerfity. 

Suhm is juftly confidered one of the moll learned men in Denmark, in regard to the 
hiftory and antiquities of the north. He has given to the public feveral works on thefe 
fubjedts, much efteemed for profoundnefs and accuracy of refearch: among others, on 
the Origin of Nations in general; on the Origin of the Northern Nations; concern¬ 
ing Odin, and the Mythology of the Northern Nations; on the Emigrations of the 
Northern Nations, 2 vols. j Critical Hiftory of Denmark, 2 vols.; Hiftory of Den¬ 
mark. 

Chap. V.— Prefentation to the Prince Royal.—Revolution in the Adminiftration effected by 

His Royal Highnefs. 

JULY ifiih, 1784. In a private audience of the Prince Royal, I had the honour 
of prefenting the firft edition of my Travels in Poland, Ruflia, Sweden, and Denmark. 
His Royal Highnefs converfed with me for a confiderable time} and by his queftions, and 
remarks, gave ftrong figns of a comprehenfive mind, and of a difpofmon formed for 
government. I could not avoid admiring a Prince, who, at the age of fixteen, acted 
with fo much firmnefs, fecrecy, and difcretion; and who lately effected a change in the 
adminiftration of this kingdom, no lefs by his own prudence and courage, than by the 
advice and afli(lance of his friends. 

Since the imprifonment and exile of Matilda, the whole power was veiled in the 
Queen-dowager Juliana-Maria; and the adminiftration, which oftenfibly carried on 
the public affairs, was fubfervient to her views, and to thofe of her fon Prince Fre¬ 
deric. 

* This curious and valuable collection, fi nee the death of Count Thott, has been fold by auction; the 
catalogue con (Ills of ‘evcral volume^ and is a detirafcle acquisition to the literati. 
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By means of his coufin, ihe Queen-dowager, the King of Pruffia * gradually acquired 
an almoft abfolute fway in the cabinet of Denmark; and directed the foreign affairs in 
fubferviency to the views of the French court, and in oppofition to the interefts of hng- 
hnd. Count Bernfdorf, prime-minifter, being the only perfon in the Danifh miniffry 
who ventured to oppofe the French and Pruluan party, his difmiffion was refolved in 
the cabinets of Verfailles and Berlin; and his condud, with regard to the armed neu¬ 
trality, furniflied an opportunity to effect their purpofe. 

The King of Pruffia having prevailed on the reigning party to accede to the armed 
neutrality, "a meafure fo hofiilc to the interefts of England, Count Bernfdorf, though 
unable to prevent the meafure, had yet iufficient addrefs to infert an article in the treaty, 
that Denmark fliould maintain its former alliances. 

This conduft gave great difguft to the King of Pruffia ; and Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick was lent to offer Bernfdorf, that he fliould be continued in the office of 
prime-minifter, if he would agree to the armed neutrality without the aforefaid ftipula- 
tion; but to threaten him with inftant diftniffion if he perfevered in maintaining that 
point. Bernfdorf, nobly draining to hold his office on fuch diffionourable terms, was 
difmiffed from his employments, and retired into Germany ; and his removal gave un¬ 
limited fcope to the Pruffian party, which governed the Queen-dowager. 

Guldberg, formerly profeffor of the academy of Soroe, and preceptor to Prince Fre¬ 
deric, was the perfen in whom the Queen-dowager confided; and in the capacity of 
private fecretary to the King, was the fecret, though not the oftenfible minifter. A 
change was alfo introduced in the ufua! mode of iffuing the royal mandates, which fe- 
cured to the Queen-dowager and her party the molt abfolute fway. 

Previous to this change, the' general affairs of government were tranfacted in the 
privy-council, confuting of as many members as the King ehofe.to appoint; all parti¬ 
cular bufinefs was carried through the different boards of finance, marine, and com¬ 
merce, and the King always figned the decrees and edicls Separately from each board. 

'To extend their influence and authority, the reigning party introduced a kind of 
private cabinet, in which the royal orders were iffued exdufively of the feverai boards. 
By this means the privy-council became little more than a cypher; the refpedive 
boards were only employed in fulfilling the King’s orders ; and, as the King himfelf 
was incapable of governing, the Queen-dowager, who had poffeffion of his perfon, 
could obtain his fignature on all occafions, and was, in efleft, fovereign without con- 
troul. * 

Nothing could alter this ftate of affairs, but the admiffion of the Prince into the privy- 
council ; and as, according to the laws of Denmark, he could not be fvvorn a mem¬ 
ber until he had been confirmed and taken the facrament; and as, in order to .be con¬ 
firmed, he was to undergo a public examination, the governing party contrived to de¬ 
lay that ceremony, under the pretence that he was not fufficiently inftru&ed in the ar¬ 
ticles of religion. Reports were induftrioufly circulated, and as readily believed, by 
thofe whofe interefl: it was to believe them, that the Prince’s abilities were extremely 
moderate. And, although it was ufua] for the Prince-royal to be confirmed, and take 
his feat in the privy-council at thirteen, yet this ceremony was repeatedly poftponed 
long after he had reached that age. 

‘When the Prince had nearly attained his fixteenth year, they could not venture to 
delay his confirmation, but as the fatal hour approached, every precaution winch pru¬ 
dence or art could fuggeft was taken to gain the Prince,and continue the power in the fame 
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hands. For this purpofe, his governor. General Eikfted, who was not beloved by his 
royal pupil, was difthifled ; and Sporcn, his preceptor, and fuppofed to be his favourite, 
appointed fecretary of the cabinet, A new privy-council was nominated, confining 
alinoft entirely of the queen-dowager’s creatures, in which Guldberg had the princi¬ 
pal fway. Every thing feemed to bend before the Queen-dowager, the Prince effected a 
revolution as fmgular as it was unexpected. 

On the 4th of April 1784, the Prince was confirmed in the royal chapel of Copen¬ 
hagen, in the prefence of the King and court. According to the cuftoni of the Lu¬ 
theran church, he underwent a previous examination by the King’s chaplain, which 
continued above an hour ; and the Prince replied to every queflion in a fenfible man¬ 
ner ; fufliciently proving, from the readings and perfpicuity of his anfwers, that the re¬ 
ports of his incapacity were malicious and unfounded. He 1’poke in a loud, dear, manly 
tone of voice, with a dignity and propriety which aftonilhed the aflembly; and repeated 
the oath, to continue true to the eftabli filed church, in fo feeling a manner, as drew 
tears from the eyes of many who were prefent. 

Having, on a fubfequent occafion, received the facrament, he was admitted into the 
privy-council j and on the morning of the 14th of April, took the accufiomed oath. 
About five in the afternoon, the Prince and members of the new privy-council affera- 
bled for the firft time in the King’s prefence. St email, who was at the head of the 
treafury, was going to propofe the ordinary bufinefs of the day, but was interrupted by 
the Prince; turning to the King, His Royal Highnefs thanked hismajelty for his educa¬ 
tion, and remonftrated againft many abufes in the late adminiftradon of affairs, particu¬ 
larly oil the irregular mode of iffuing orders from the cabinet, and not from the dif¬ 
ferent boards of government. He then faid, Confcious of my own inexperience, I 
cannot advife your majefty for the glory of the crown, or the advantage of the nation, 
unlefs the privy-council confifts of thofe perfons who poffefs my confidence, and the 
confidence of the people. But, in the prefent infiance, neither myfelf nor the nation 
can place any confidence in the perfons now in power; 1 therefore requeft your ma¬ 
jefty to difiblve the prefent privy-council, and to appoint in their place Count Bernf- 
dorf, and fuch other perfons as I take the liberty of recommending. I hope and trull 
that your majefty will iffue an order, that no edict fiiall be valid unlefs counterfigned 
by me.” At the conclufion of thefe words, which he uttered with great firmnefs and 
moderation, he laid the appointment of the new privy-council before the King, and 
entreated him to fign it. 

All the members (except Baron Schach Rath low, who alone was acquainted with the 
Prince’s determination) were fo petrified with aftonilhment, as to be incapable of 
making any refiftance. But when the King appeared to hefitate, one of the members 
rofe, and faid, “ Sir, His Majefty cannot fign fuch papers without due confideration,” 
and endeavoured at the fame time to fnatch them from the Prince’s hand. The Prince 
replied with fome warmth, but with great dignity, “ Sir, it is not your bufinefs to ad- 
viie His Majefty on fuch occafions, but mine, who am heir apparent, and refponfible to 
the nation for my conduitand again tendering the papers to the King, His Majefty 
inftantly figned them. The papers were fent by a confidential mefifengerto the chancery, 
and regiftered accordingly. 

The privy-council being thus diffolved on the firft time of their afiembling in the 
King’s prefence, the Prince himfelf announced the change to the Queen-dowager in 
terms of high refpelt. 

Throughout the whole tranfalHon, the conduit of the young Prince was remarkable 
for a diferetion and fecrecy extremely uncommon in a perfonof his age. Being difeon- 
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tented with the Queen-dowager, he had firfl entered into a fecret correfpondence with 
Count Bernfdorf, continued his intercourfe near two years, fometimes by letters, and 
fometimes by meflages, and received from him inflruftions in what manner to proceed. 
While engaged in this bufmefs, he entered into another correfpondence with Schach 
Rathlow, who had the principal fhare in procuring the difmiffion of Count Bernfdorf, 
but was now difpleafcd with the perfons in power, and made private offers to the Prince, 
without being acquainted with his fecret correfpondence with Bernfdorf, The Prince 
carried on this double intrigue under the direction of Count Bernfdorf, in whom he 
implicitly confided, without being fufpefted by his preceptor Sporen, or by his governor. 
General Eikfted, and even lulled the fufpicions of the Queen-dowager: her Majefly, in 
a converfation which fhe held with him about a week before the event, taxed him with 
holding a fecret correfpondence; to which he returned an evafive anfwer with fuch un¬ 
concern and ferenity, that "he entirely removed her fufpicions. 

Thus a boy, not fix teen years of age, duped veterans in court-intrigues, by pretending 
to be entirely friendly to the Oueen-dowager’s party, and to acquiefce in the nomina¬ 
tion of the new privy-council, at the moment he was determined to remove them. And 
although the project was entrufted to above ten perfons, yet not one of them betrayed 
the fmallefl fymptom which could create fufpicion. 

Every meafure which prudence dictated was adopted on this important occafion. 
General Hut had affembled the guards in order to force the privy-council to compliance, 
fhould the members make any oppofition; and the governor of the citadel was prepared 
to admit the Prince within the fortrefs, if affairs had not turned out to his wifhes. For¬ 
tunately the courage and addrefs of the Prince, and the popularity of his caufe, rendered 
thefe precautions unneceffary. 

The Prince treated with great mildnefs all thofe perfons whom he removed from their 
places. He conferred on the ex-minifler Guldberg, a penfion of 5000 * rix-dollars, 
and appointed him governor of Aarhus, a fpecies of honourable banifhment. He no¬ 
minated Steman governor of Haderfleben; affured him* he was convinced of the fide¬ 
lity with which he had difcharged his office of treafurer, adding, that if he could not 
fufficiently reward him, he would amply provide for his children. 

The chief perfons who acted as the Prince’s confidants, and who have fince filled the 
principal offices in court and flate, were M. de Schach Rathlow, Count Bernfdorf, 
Count Shimmelman, General Hut, and M. deBulow, then gentleman of the bed-cham¬ 
ber, and now marfhal of the Prince’s court. 

The only foreigner who is fuppofed to have had any knowledge of the tranfaftion, 
was Mr. Elliot, who had repaired to Copenhagen from Berlin in the capacity of Britifh 
envoy; and the King of Great Britain was the firfl; fovereign to whom the Prince-royal 
communicated his fuccefs. 


Chap. VI.—Excursion to Htrfiolm, Frcdericjborg, Frledenjberg , and Fndericfwerk. 

THE fhortnefs of my flay at Copenhagen during my firfl tour, and the earlinefs of 
the feafon, prevented me from making excurfions in the environs of Copenhagen. My 
fecond tour in 1784, having afforded me an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity, I 
made an agreeable expedition to the palaces of Birfholm, Fredericfborg, Friedenfberg, 
and to the iron founderies of Fredericfwerk. 

* loocl. 
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Hirlholm, a royal palace begun by ChriflJan the Sixth, and finidied by his queen, 
Chriftina Sophia, is a large quadrangular building of brick, ftuccoed white, furround- 
ed by a moat, and placed in a low and marfhy fituation. The fuite of apartments is 
princely, but aimed without furniture, as they have not been inhabited fince the im- 
prifonment and exile of Queen Matilda, who made it her favourite refidence. The 
dining-room is a large apartment, and remarkable for a jet d'eau., and twelve fountains, 
fpouting from the fides. The gardens are formal, and full of jets d’eau. The place 
is fo entirely neglected, that the court.yard is over-run with weeds, and the moat is a 
green mantled pool. Orders were lately received to put the palace in repair for the 
refidence of the Prince-royal, who difplavs an affectionate attachment to the memory of 
his mother. 

In the gardens is a fummer-houfe, which ferved as a temporary theatre for the di- 
verfion of Queen Matilda, and her company ; and in another part is a wooden building 
called a Norway-houfe, containing landfcapes of Norway in relief, and imitations of 
rocks, with wooden cottages perched on them, and wooden roads. Near this building 
the walks are not unpleafantly carried through the grounds in the Englifh ftyle. 

The road from Hirfliolm to Frederidborg winds agreeably, through a beautiful and 
undulating country, richly clothed with forefts of beech, birch, and oak, and enlivened 
by fmall lakes in the receffes of the wood. 

Frederidborg was built by Chriftian the Fourth, and was fo called in honour of his 
father Frederic the Second. It is an enormous and motley pile of building, partly 
of red brick, and partly of ftone, partly Gothic, and partly in the Grecian ffyle of ar¬ 
chitecture. It is built round three courts, each of which is furrounded by moats, and 
joined by bridges. The principal fasade is full of niches, containing bad ftatues. In 
the inner court are two ftories of feven arches, conftruCted with ftone painted black, 
and pillars of dark Norwegian marble. This appendage contrafting with the red brick 
produces a ftrange effect; while a profufion of .gilding and maffy fculpture disfigures 
rather than adorns the building. 

I he fituation, on the banks of a fmall lake, is not unpleafant. The palace contains 
a large collection of pictures, in great confufion, among which I obferved a few not 
unworthy of notice. The crucifixion of our Saviour, by Andreas Peters, a Danilh 
painter, in the reign of Chriftian the Fourth ; three, brought from Italy, by Frederic 
the Fourth ; Saul and David, after the death of Goliath, by an unknown hand j Abra¬ 
ham and Melchifedec, by Caravaggio, difplaying the long contrail of light and fhade, 
and that vulgar nature which characterizes the works of that capricious painter; Jo¬ 
nas preaching to the Ninevites, by Salvator Rofa, the figures as large as life, and in the 
grand ftyle of that great mafter 5 feveral tolerable paintings of the Flemilh fchool, 
chiefly fcriptural fubjeCts. 

One of the apartments contains a fuite of the imaginary portraits of the kings of 
Denmark, before the converfion of the Danes to the chriftian religion. In another D 
obferved the whole length figures of the kings of Denmark of thehoufe of Oldenburgh 
beginning with Chriftian the Firft, and ending with Chriftian the Fifth, all originals.. 
Of thefe the portrait of Chriftian the Second is the moft ftriking, as it exhibits a fine ex- 
prefiion of that melancholy, feverity, and cruelty, which formed a prominent feature in 
rite charaSer of that deteftable tyrant. A head of his queen Ifabella, filler of the Fin-- 
^feror Charles the Fifth, reminded ine of her mild and amiable qualities ; of the meek- 
nefs and patience, and yet dignity, with which fhe fupported the harftmefs and infideli¬ 
ties of her obdurate huiband in the time of his prolperity j of her extreme attachment 
to him in the hour of his difgrace; of her unwearied attentions to foothe his difap- 
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pointment, and roufe hi in from his defpondency ; of her refufal to accept an honour* 
able fettlement offered by the ftates of Denmark, and of her noble anfwer, “ that fhe 
had rather live with her hufband in banifhment, than reign without him # .” She fur- 
vived his depofition only three years, and died in the palace of Ghent, in 1526. Anne of 
Denmark, filler of Chriftian the Fourth, and queen of Janies the Firft. Several of 
Charles the Firft, one in his princely robes, when a boy of fifteen, and another by Van¬ 
dyke, when a young man. 

The chapel is a handfome apartment, but more remarkable for eoftlinefs than talle. 
The walls are hung with the efcutcheons of the knights of the Elephant, the firft or¬ 
der in Denmark; as is the gallery with the efcutcheons of the knights of the order of 
Danebrog. 

The palace of Friedenfberg, four miles from FredericIborg, is delightfully placed at 
a fmatl diftance from the lake of Eflerom, a piece of water fifteen miles in circumfe¬ 
rence. 1 fcarcely ever beheld a fituation more capable of improvement, and wiihed 
for a difciple of Brown to lay out the ground. But this beautiful fpot is fpoiled (if it 
can be fpoiled) by cut yews, ftraight walks, a profufion of ftatues and triumphal arches, 
where nature and fimplicity are expelled ; for in thofe parts, on the oppolite fide of the 
lake, where the grounds are covered with natural forefts, the feenery is extremely beau- 
_ tiful and piGureique. 

The palace is a brick building ftuccoed white, confiding of a front, and two wings. 
It was built by Frederic the Fourth, and called Friedenfberg, or the manfion of Peace, 
becaufe it was finifhed in 1720, when the peace was concluded with Sweden, after a 
long war which had defolated both countries. As a memorial of this'event, a wooden 
pillar, painted like marble, and a fmall ftatue of Peace, are ereGed in the area before 
the palace, more expieftive of the latisfaGion wath which Frederic gave peace to his 
fubje&s, than of his tafte in fculpture. It bears this infeription ; Pad ftatuam , arcem, 
qttodqtte reliqimn fust vita, dedicavit Fredertcus Quartus, 1720^; a promire which the 
monarch inviolably maintained during the remainder of his reign, and which refleGs 
high honouran his memory, as he pofieffed a fpirit of enterprife and undaunted cou¬ 
rage. From this period he had leifure to attend to the internal regulations of his king¬ 
dom, and to form ufeful eftablilhments, particularly the foundation of fevera! country 
fchools, which endears his memory to his countrymen. 

Nothing more is wanting to render Friedenlberg a nvoft delightful fpot, than to re¬ 
move the cut hedges, level the terraces, to permit the foreft trees to expand and grow } 
in a word, to leave nature to herfeif. In the garden is a curious affemblage of ftatues, 
placed regularly on circular terraces of earth, which are of ftone painted white, and re- 
prefent the Norway peafants habited in their various drefles. 

We did not attempt to requeft the permiffion of feeing the palace, as it is inhabited 
by the Queen-dowager, Juliana Maria j ; the place of her retirement, fince the Prince- 
royal has taken into his hands the adminiftration of affairs. 

Early the next morning we quitted the village of Friedenfberg, where we found a 
neat inn, with comfortable accommodations, and returning by the palace of Fredericf- 
borg, paffed on to Fredericfwerk, near the Ife-fiord, a bay of the fea, on the northern 
Ihore of Zealand, where General Clauflen has eftabliflied various manufa&ories, a 
foundery for cannon, and other works, for fupplying the Danilh army and navy w’ith 

* Mallet, Hill, des Dan. vol. ii. p, 277, ^.to. 

t To peace, this ftatue, palace, and the remainder of his life, were dedicated by Frederic the Fourth, 
17-0. X 1 l*e Queen-dowager is fince dcceafed. 
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(lores. The General, to whom we had a letter of recommendation, received us with 
great cordiality and politenefs, and accompanied us over the works. 

General Clau(Ten efiabliflted thefe works in 1756, on the expectation of a Ruffian 
war, when the government was fcantily fupptied with military (tores. He fixed on this 
fpot’as the moft convenient for water to turn the mills; gave in his propofals to go¬ 
vernment, which were inftantly accepted, and completed his plan notwithllanding nu¬ 
merous obftacles. . 

We embarked with the General on a canal, which forms the communication be¬ 
tween a frnall lake, and the Ife-fiord. 'this cut was begun in 1717, by command of 
Frederic the Fourth, to prevent the inundations of the lake from overflowing the royal 
eftates; and front thence the place was called Frederic!werk. It was finifhed in 1720, 
but the foil being a light-fand, and the banks cut perpendicularly, they fell down and 
choaked the canal for a fpace of 500 feet. The General found it therefore neceffary to 
new form the canal. He cut through feveral parts above 70 feet in depth, Hoped the 
banks, covered them with earth, and in feme places with fea-weed, faftened by branches 
of fir, to prevent the (and from being drifted away. He then planted the Hopes with 
willows, alders, elm, and oak, which he was obliged to water every day for a year. 
By t hefe means the plants throve, and now clothe the high banks to the edge of the water. 

"(n the fame manner he planted the adjacent country for the fpace of feveral miles, 
which was either a morals, or covered with drifted (and. Frederic the Fourth in vain 
endeavoured to fertilize this vvafte; for when he thought he had fucceeded, the fand 
in one year covered many miles, in fome places, to the aftomfliing height of eighty 
feet. General Clau Hen however has fucceeded, and has (hewn that ingenuity is of 
more avail than abfolute power. By fixing the fea-weed into the ground with fir 
branches, he rendered the foil (table, and fertilized, at great labour and expence, a de- 
fert of feveral miles. Thus a tract of country, which before only fed two-and-thirty 
cotvs, now yields, befides a large quantity of fire-wood, in a favourable feafon, above 
five hundred loads of hay. 

At the extremity of this cut, we turned into another canal, formed entirely by 
the General; it was made through quickfands, and the banks likewife Hoped 
and planted. lie employs at prefent only three hundred and forty* mem All 
the workmen are his own peafants, who of courfe labour at a reduced price. He 
has built for their habitation rows of homes, with rude (tones walked with (tucco, 
made from equal quantities of the pounded fcoria of iron, quicklime, and chalk, 
and has found from experience that it is extremely durable. His works confilt of 
a foundery for cannon and balls, and for making falt-petre and gunpowder, with 
bake-houfes and breweries. He boafted, that in 1772 he furnilhed the army of Nor¬ 
way with artillery in -three months; and at two months notice he could fupply a fifty 
gun (hip with all her artillery, ammunition, and military llores. In (hewing us his 
works, he laid claim to many new inventions. He faws and poliflies cannon, by a mill 
fo contrived as to anfwer various purpofes ; he faws off the wade pieces of copper from 
the caft cannon, which operation was the work of fixteen men for three days, and is now 
performed in an hour. By means of the fame mill, and a kind of turning machine, 
he poliflies the'cannon in the manner of turning, which ufed to be done by the tedious 
operation of filing. He has invented a fimple machine to twill the hot iron bars for 
anchors; a mode which he prefers as ftronger and better than the ufual method of 
hammering the bars together. In his powder-mills he uies copper mortars, as much 
fafer than thofe of wood, which are apt to become dry, and harbour the powder in the ; 
("mall crevices. He employs two ranges of mortars in each row, or fixty-four in each 
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powder-mill, wherein only twenty are generally nfed, and beats only ten pounds of 
powder with each mortar. The expence of copper mortars is confiderable, as each 
colts 20I.: but the mills are lefs liable to accident, and if blown up, the mortars are again 
recovered. 

On taking leave, the general preffed us much to dine with him ; but we excufed our- 
felves, being under the neceffity of reaching Elfmore, and engaged to dine the next 
day with Mr. De Conig. In our way to Elfmore, we Hopped at a fmall village, and 
expefled to find but fcanty fare for our dinner; but were agreeably furprized at feeing 
the table covered with fome cold provifion, and four bottles of tokay, which the general 
had fecretly ordered his houfekeeper to deliver to our fervants. 

Chap, VII.— Ifland of Huen. — Memoirs of Tycho Brahe. 

TOR the purpofe of vifiting the fmall ille of Huen, celebrated for the refidence of 
Tycho Brahe, we embarked at See Lull on board a five-oared boat belonging to Count 
Shimmelman, and landed in two hours and an half. 

Huen lies fix Englilh miles from the coaft of Zealand, and three from that of Swe¬ 
den, nine from Elfmore, and fourteen from Copenhagen. It formerly belonged to the 
Danes, but was ceded to the Swedes at the peace of Rofchild in 1658. 

This little ifland is fix miles in circumference, contains a fcattered village, one church, 
which is a pretty object on the north-well coaft, about fifty houfes, and two hundred 
and fifty inhabitants. It produces hay, and every fpecies of corn, more than fufficient 
for interior confumption. The inhabitants maintain two hundred horfes, one hundred 
and fifty cows, four hundred flicep, and the fame number of fwine. The ifland pays, in 
quit-rent and taxes to the King, about 150I. 

We landed on the fouth-well part in a fmall bay, juft below the place where a ftream, 
fupplied by numerous pools and fifli-ponds, falls into the fea. We afeended the fhore, 
which is cloathed with fliort herbage, crofted the ftream, and paffed over a gently waving 
furface gradually floping towards the fea, and walked a mile to a farm-houle Handing in 
the middle of the ifland, inhabited by Mr. Schaw, a Swedilh gentleman, to whom the 
greater part of the ifland belongs. He lives here in fuminer, but in winter refides at 
Landfcrona. This dwelling is the fame as exifted in Tycho Brahe’s time, and was the 
farm-houfe belonging to his eftate. A guide, whom we obtained from Mr. Schaw, 
conducted us to the remains of Tycho’s manfion, which are near the houfe, and con- 
fift of little more than a mound of earth which inclofed the garden, and two pits, the 
fites of his manfion and obfervatory. From this delightful fpot, the higheft point in the 
ifland, we enjoyed a noble profpect; on one fide, the coaft of Zealand, ftretching from 
Copenhagen to Elfinore; the Ihores gently floping, embrowned to the margin of the 
water with rich wood, and beautifully fprinkled with villages and villas; on the other 
fide, we traced the rocky and almoft naked cliffs of Sweden, ornamented with the dif- 
tant fpires of Landfcrona, Lund, Malmoe, and Helfingborg, and to the north a bound- 
lefs expanfe of ocean, its undulating furface covered with innumerable veffels failing in, 
all directions. A few anecdotes of the Danilh aftronomer, who has rendered this little 
ifland remarkable in the hiftory of literature, will not perhaps be unacceptable to the 
reader *. 

' For the life of Brahe, I have confulted chiefly Gaffendus’s Equitis Dani Tychonis Brahe Aftrononim 
Coryphaei vita ; Joffenus de vita ct mor. Tych. Bra. Oral. Funebris; and Hoffman’s Portraits Hitt, dcs 
Homines IHuf. de Damicmarc, article Brahe. 

Tycho 
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Tycho Brahe, defcended from a noble and illuftrious Danilh family, was born in 1546 
at Knudftorp, a fmall lordfliip near Helfinborg in Scania. His father, Otto Brahe, having 
a large family, Tycho was educated under the care and at the expence of his uncle, 
George Brahe, who, having no children, adopted him as his heir. Finding his nephew 
a boy of a lively capacity, and inclined to ftudy, Tycho was inftru&ed in the Latin 
tongue, unknown to his lather, who confidered literature as inglorious, and was defirous 
that all his foils Ihould follow the profeffion of arms. 

In the twelfch year of his age, Tycho was removed to the academy of Copenhagen; 
and was cafually incited to the ftudy of aftronomy by an eclipfe of the fun, which hap- 
pened on the 21ft of Auguft, 1560. He had for foitie time examined the aftrological 
diaries or almanacks, which pretended to predict future events from the infpedtion of 
the ftars; but when he obferved that the eclipfe happened at the precife time at which 
it was foretold, his admiration was loft in aftonifhment; and he confidered that fcience 
as divine, which could fo thoroughly defcribe the motions of the heavenly bodies, 
and foretel their relative pofitions. From that moment he devoted himfelf to aftro- 
nomy. 

In 1562 he was fent to Leipfic for the purpofe of ftudying civil law; but gave to the 
law only thofe hours which his tutor’s importunity wrefted from him, devoting the 
greater part of his time to his favourite fcience; and as his tutor continually rernon- 
llrated againft thofe ftudies which diverted his attention from the law, he conceived an 
unconquerable difguft for that profeffion, and more alliduoufly, though fecretly, conti¬ 
nued his aftronomical purfuits. For this purpofe he expended his pocket money in the 
purchafe of aftronomical books, and having obtained a fmall celeftial globe, took the 
opportunity, while his preceptor was in bed, of examining the heavenly bodies, and be¬ 
fore the expiration of a month, made himfelf acquainted with all the ftars which appeared 
above the horizon. Infpired with the fame ardent zeal in purfuit of his favourite 
fcience, he learned mathematics without a mailer, and invented feveral mathematical m- 
ftruments. 

Having palled three years at Leipfic, he was preparing to purfue his travels through 
Germany; but on the death of his uncle returned to his native country', to fuperintend 
the eftates, which he largely inherited. Inftead of finding himfelf encouraged and 
efteemed for his wonderful progrefs in aftronomy, he was treated with contempt by Iiis 
relations and acquaintance for his purfuit of a fcience which they confidered as de¬ 
grading. Difgufted at their behaviour, he fettled his affairs, haftened his departure 
from a country wherein he met with repeated mortifications, and before a year had 
elapfed fet out on his travels. He proceeded to Wittenberg, and afterwards to Roftoc, 
where an accident happened which nearly occafioned his death. 

Being invited to a wedding feaft, he had a difpute with a Danilh nobleman relative to 
fome fubjett in mathematics; and as they were both of choleric difpofitions, the difpute 
ended in a duel. In the conflict part of Tycho’s nofe was cut off. To remedy this de¬ 
fect, he contrived a factitious nofe of gold and filver, which he faftened by means of a 
glue, fo artfully formed, it is faid, as to bear the appearance of nature, and to deceive 
many who were not acquainted with his Iols. 

From Roftoc Tycho continued his travels, and profeeuted his ftudies in the principal 
towns of Germany and Italy, particularly at Augfburgh, where he formed an acquaint¬ 
ance with the celebrated Peter Ramus. He invented and improved various mathemati¬ 
cal inftruments, gave the plan of an obfervatory, which was conftru&ed at the expence 
of the burgomafter Paul Hainzell, and formed a feries of aftronomical obfervations, which 
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aftonifhed and furpafled all who had hitherto been confidered as the greateft proficients 
in the fcience* 

On his return to Copenhagen, in 1570, he was difgufted with the ceremonies of the 
court; and being importuned with innumerable vifits, removed to Herrkzvold, near 
Knudftorp, the feat of his maternal uncle, Steno Bilie, who alone of all his relations 
encouraged him to perfevere in his agronomical labours, and configned.to him a com¬ 
modious apartment, and a convenient place for the coni traction of an obfervatqry and 
laboratory. 

During his refidence with his uncle, Tycho, befides his agronomical refearches, fol¬ 
lowed with no lefs zeal the ftudy of ehymiftry, or rather of alchymy, from the chime¬ 
rical view of obtaining the philo fopher’s ft one, that he might amafs fufficient riches to 
fettle in fome foreign country, where he might not be under the neceflity of appearing 
at court, or being interrupted in his ftudies by vifitors* 

But neither philofophy, nor the unwearied zeal vrith which he profecuted his ftudies, 
could exempt him from the paflion of love. Being a great admirer of the fair fex, he 
conceived a violent inclination for Chriftina, a beautiful country girl, the daughter of a 
neighbouring peafant, and alienated his family by efpoufing her. Love is ingenious in 
devifing excufes. Our philofopher juftified the choice of his heart, and gave many 
whimfical reafons for preferring a woman of low birth. He dreaded a wife who might 
be under the neceflity of frequenting the court, a life to him molt deteftable; he there¬ 
fore preferred one whofe fituation precluded her from what he ftvles a painful honour,, 
who, grateful to her benefactor, would be dependent on himfelf alone, would be happy 
to accompany him in his travels, would confider a fr.blerviency to his Inclinations as a 
duty, and not object to his continued application. Whatever effefl: thefe reafons might 
have in inducing pur philofopher to marry, yet they had none on a proud family, who 
conceived them!elves difgraced by Tycho’s misalliance, and refufed to hold any inter- 
courfe with him, until Frederic the Second commanded them to be reconciled, Tycho, 
feems not to have repented of his choice ; but ever found in his beloved Chriftina a grate¬ 
ful companion and an obedient wife* 

About this period he fir ft appeared as a public teacher, and read Ieftures on aftro- 
nomy at Copenhagen, by the exprels defire of the King. He explained the theory of 
the planets, and preceded his explanation by a Learned oration on the hiftory and excel¬ 
lency of aftronomy and the fifterfciences, with feme remarks in favour of judicial aftro- 
logy, a ftudy as congenial to the times as to the inclinations of our philofopher* 

Offended with his relations, and difgufted with his countrymen, he had long deter¬ 
mined to quit Denmark, and fettle abroad. After travelling through Germany and 
Italy, he at length fixed on Bafle, to the choice of which place he was influenced by the 
wholefomenefs of the air, the cheapnefs of living, and the celebrity of the univerfity, from 
whence he might hold an eafy correfpondence with the aftronomers of France, Ger¬ 
many, and Italy* 

On his return to Denmark, he was preparing with the utmoft fecrecy to tranfport his 
library and aftronomical apparatus, bufc^was prevented from carrrying his defign into 
execution by an unexpected fummons from the King, Frederic, fecretly apprifed of 
his intentions, was unwilling that Denmark Ihould be deprived of fo great an ornament, 
kindly embraced him, offered his protection, prefented him with the ifland of Huen, 
and promifed to erefl the buildings and apparatus necefiary for his purfuits* He alio 
fettled on him a penfion of 1 000 crowns a year, and gave him a canonry of Rofkild 
w r orth not lefs than 2000 crowns. 
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Tycho, tranfpoited at this in fiance of his fovereign’s liberality, did not hefitate accept¬ 
ing the offer. He repaired to the ifle of Huen, and on the 8th of Auguft, 1576, was 
prefent at laying the firft ftone of a magnificent houfe, which he afterwards called Ura- 
iiienburgh, or the Caftie of the Heavens. It was a building of fixty feet fquare, con¬ 
taining a large fuite of apartments, an obfervatory, and a fubterraneous laboratory; and 
although the King fupplied 100,000 * rix-doliars, Tycho Brahe did not expend lefs than 
the fame fum. He afterwards conftruaed a detached building for his obfervatory, 
which he called Stiernberg, or the Mountain of the Starst. 

In this retreat Tycho Brahe paffed twenty years, and greatly improved the fcience of 
aftronomy by the diligence and exactnefs of his obfer various. He maintained feveral 
fcholars for the purpofe of in (trusting them in geometry and affronomy; fome of whom 
were fent at the expence of the King; others, who voluntarily offered themfelves, he 
received and fupported at his own charge. 

He did not, however, pafs the life of an anchorite or a reelufe; on the contrary, he 
lived in a fumptuous manner, kept an open houfe with unbounded hofpitality, enter¬ 
tained and received ail perfons, who flocked in crowds to vifit the ifland, and pay their 
refpefls to an aftronomer of his renown. 

During his refidence in this ifland, he received numerous vifits from perfons of'the 
higheft rank, particularly from Ulric Duke of Mecldenburgh, in company with his 
daughter Sophia Oueen of Denmark; William, Landgrave of Heffe Caffe!, whofe cor- 
refpondence with Brahe on aftronomical lubje&s has been given to the public, and who 
had fhewn himfelf a conftant patron to the Dan i fit aftronomer. 

In 1590 Tycho was honoured with a vifit from James King of Scotland, afterwards 
King of England, when that monarch repaired to the court of Copenhagen to conclude 
his marriage with the Princefs Anne, and remained eight days at Uranienburgh. On 
retiring, the King prefented the aftronomer with a magnificent prefent, and afterwards 
accompanied his royal licence for the publication of his works, with this flattering tefti- 
niony of his abilities and learning: ** Nor am I acquainted with thefe things from the 

relation of others, or from a mere perufal of your works ; but 1 have feen them with 
my own eyes, and heard them with my own ears, in your refidence at Uranienburgh, 
during the various learned and agreeable converfations which I there held with you, 
which even now affeft my mind to fuch a degree, that it is difficult to decide, whether I 
reoolleft them with greater pleafure or admiration; as I now willingly teftify by this li¬ 
cence to prefent and future generations, &c.” 

His Majefty alfocompofed, in honour of the Danifli aftronomer, fome Latin verfes, 
more expreflive of efteem and admiration, than remarkable for claflic elegance. 

In 1592 Tycho was honoured with a vifit from his own fovereign, Chriftiati the Fourth, 
then in the fifteenth year of his age, who continued fome days at Uranienburgh. The 
King fhewed great curiofity in examining the aftronomical and chymical apparatus, ex- 
preffed the higheft fatisfaction in receiving explanations, propofed various queftions on 
feveral points of mathematics and mechanics, to which His Majefty was attached, and 
particularly on the principles of fortification, and the conftni&ion of fhips. He was 
alfo highly delighted with a gilt tin globe, which reprefented the face of the heavens, 

* zo,oodL 

f A plan of the ifland* and a curious engraving of tliefe buildings and of the garden, is to be found m 
Portraits Hlttoriques des Hommes illuflres de Daonemarc, under the article Tycho Brahe. An engraving 
of Uranienburgh is infer ted in the Gentleman's Magazine for November jySp^with explanations exadly 
fimilar to the engravings and explanations in the Portraits Hiftoriques, excepting that Stiernberg is 
emitted. 

and 
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and being turned on its axis, fhewed the riling and fetting of the fun, together wirti the 
motions of the planets and heavenly bodies; a wonderful contrivance for that age. 
lycho, obferving the delight of the young King, prefented this machine to His Majelty, 
who accepted it, gave him in return a gold chain, and allured him of his unalterable pro¬ 
tection and attachment. 

Notwithftanding, however, thefe affurances, the King’s youth was worked upon by 
thofe courtiers who were envious of the aftronomer’s merit, or who had been offended 
by the violence of his temper, and the feverity of his fatire, and under various pre¬ 
tences prevailed on Chriftian to deprive him of his penfion, and the canonrv of 
Roikild. 7 

Tycho, thus deprived of the means to fupport the great expences of his eftablilbment 
at Uranienburgh, quitted with chagrin his favourite refidence, and repaired to his houfe 
at Copenhagen, where he waited for an opportunity to retire from his native country. 
Having tranfported from Uranienburgh all the inftruments and apparatus which could 
be removed, lie departed from Copenhagen with his wife and family, landed at Roftoc, 
and remained a year at Wanfbeck with his learned friend Henry Rantzau. 

Having dedicated a treatife on aftronomy to the Emperor Rhodolph the Second, he 
accepted a flattering invitation from that monarch, and repaired to Prague in 1599. 
The Emperor received him in the kindell and moll honourable manner, built for him an 
obfervatory and laboratory, fettled on him an ample penfion, and treated him with the 
higheft marks of deference and refpeCt. 

In the fervice of Rhodolph he paffed the remainder of his days, but did not live long 
to enjoy his protection. He had enjoyed a good ftate of health till the year previous to 
his death, when his conflitution, fomewhat weakened by intenfe application, was ftill 
farther fluttered by the chagrin occafioned by his removal from Uranienburgh. At 
that period he began to experience fymptoms of complaints which announced his ap¬ 
proaching diffolution, but which he concealed as much as poflible from his friends. He 
was reduced, however, to fo low a ftate, as to be affeCted with the mo ft trifling circum- 
ftances, which he confidered as prodigies, and would frequently interrupt his tallies of wit 
with fudden reflections on death* 

The immediate caufe of his deceafe was a ftrangury, which being attended with the 
moft excruciating torments, brought on a violent fever, and a temporary delirium; in 
the midft of which he was heard repeatedly to cry out, “ Ne frultra vixiffe videart-” 
The delirium at length fubfiding, he became compofed, and recovered his fenfes; but 
from his extreme weaknefs, perceived that he had not many hours to live. Accordingly 
he gave orders with the utmoft coolnefsand refignation, amufed himfelfwith compofmg 
an extempore copy of verfes, fung various hymns, offered up prayers and fupplications 
to the Supreme Being, recommended to his family and friends piety and refignation to 
the divine wid, exhorted his pupils to perfevere in their ftudies, and converfed with 
Kepler on the abftrufe parts of aftronomy. 1 hus, amidft prayers, exhortations, and 
literary cojiverfation, ho expired fo peaceably, that he was neither heard norfeenf, by 
any of thofe who were prefent, to breathe his laft. He died in October 1601, in the 
fifty^fifth year of his age. 

It is remarkable, that this enlightened aftronomer was fo affefted with the rage of 
fyHem-making, as to rejeft the Ample and beautiful fyftem of Copernicus, eftabliflied 
by the moft incontrovertible proofs, and endeavour to reconcile the abfurdities of the 

* That I may not feem to have lived in vain. 

f Tara tranquil!e ut nec deficere nee vifua fit nee audit us. Oratio Funebris, p, 27. 
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Ptolemaic hypothecs. He was, indeed, too well acquainted with the motions of the 
heavenly bodies, not to be convinced that the fun was the centre of the fyltern; and 
though (truck with the fimplicity and harmony of that of Pythagoras, revived by Co¬ 
pernicus, yet out of refpeft for feveral paffages offcnpture, heabfurdly endeavoured to 
reconcile (what were never intended to be reconciled) his learning with his faith. He 
reiefted the diurnal rotation of the earth on its own axis j fuppofed that ihe earth was 
quiefcent; that the fun, with all the planets, was carried about the earth in the fpace of 
a year; and that the planets, by their proper motions, revolved round the fun in their 
feveral periods: thus retaining the molt abfurd part of the Ptolemaic hypothecs, which 
makes the whole planetary fyftem revolve round the earth in the fpace of twenty-four 

hours 

°Tycho, indeed, was fo bigotted to his own hypothefis, even In his laft moments, as to 
defire his favourite fcholar, the great Kepler, to follow his fyftem rather than that or 

C Tf e w e l were to eftimate the merits of Tycho Brahe as an aftronorner, we fhould com¬ 
pare the fcience as he left it with the ftate in which he found it. His great merit con- 
fifted in his inventions and improvements of mathematical inftruments, and m the di¬ 
ligence and exactnefs with which he made aftronomical obfervations for a ienes of 
years. As his inftruments were remarkably good, he compofed a catalogue ol feven 
hundred and feventy-feven fixed ftars, obferved by himfelf, with an accuracy unknown, 
to former aftronomers ; he difcovered the refraction of the air, demonftrated, contrary 
to the prevailing opinion of thofe times, that the comets were higher than the moon, 
and from his obfervations on the moon and planets, the theories of their motions were 
afterwards correfted and improved *. He was the firft who compofed a table of re- 
fra&ions, and fliewed their ufe in aftronomy. Such is the reputation of Tycho Brahe, 
for his great proficiency in that fcience, that Coflard, in the Hiftory of Aftronomy, has 
fixed on his name for the beginning of a new period. . 

He embraced a large circle of the arts and fciences. He cultivated poetry, and 
wrote Latin verfes, not without fome degree of claffic elegance. He drew the plan for 
building the caftle of Cronborg, and fkerfched the defign for the noble mauioleum oi 
Frederic the Second, which was executed in Italy, and is erected in the cathedral ot 
Rofkild. He dabbled alfo in phyfic; was fond of being confulted, and gave his ad¬ 
vice and medicines gratis ; he invented an elixir, which he calls an infallible cure ror 
■epidemic diforders, of which he publifhed the recipe in a letter to the Emperor Rho- 

d ° He* was a good mechanic. He poffelfed feveral automates, took great delight in 
fhevving them to the peafants, and was gratified if they were conftdered as fpmts. 
Tycho was no lefs fond of being confulted as a fortune-teller, and willingly encouraged 
an opinion, that his knowledge of the heavenly bodies enabled him to obferve horo^ 
fcopes, and foretel events. Traditional fables of his prediftions have been handed, 
down to pofterity, which fhew his pronenefs to judicial aftrology, and the wcaknefs ot 

thofe who believed his predictions. > . , 

At Uranienburgh Tycho Brahe had feveral contrivances calculated to deceive and 
aftonifh thofe who came to vifit and confult him. Among others, feveral bells, com¬ 
municated with the rooms in the upper flory, inhabited by his fcholars, the handles or 
which were concealed in his own apartments. Frequently, when company was with 
him, he would pretend to want fomething, and having fecretly pulled the bell, would- 


* See Bonnycaitk’s Introduction to Agronomy* p. 61* 
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cry out, €f Come hither, Peter/ 1 u Come hither, Chriftian/* and was pleafed to obfervc 
the aftonifhment of the company, who, not hearing the bells, were furprized at the ap¬ 
pearance of the perfon thus fummoned. 

He was equally devoted to the ftudy of chymiftry, and expended as much on the 
terreftrial aftronomy, as he ftyles it, as on the celeftiah He left, indeed, no writings on 
that fcience, although he intended to publilh a feledtion of his experiments, made with 
great labour and expence j yet he adds, in the true cant of alchymy, w On confidera¬ 
tion, and by the advice of the mod illuftrious as well as the molt learned men, I deem it 
improper to unfold the fecrets of the art to the vulgar, as few people are capable of ufing 
its myfteriesio advantage, and without detriment/' 

His foibles were as prominent as his virtues and capacity. He was of a morofe and 
unbending difpofition, indulged himfelT in two great freedom of fpeech * ; but while 
he rallied others was not pleafed to be rallied himfeif* 

He was greatly addicted to judicial aftrology, and prone to credulity and fuperftitioa 
unbecoming his learning and judgment. If he met an old woman, he would inflantly 
return home, and confidered an hare as an ill omen. At Uranienburgb he had a fool, 
by name Sep, who was accuftomed during dinner to fit at his feet, and whom he fed 
with his own hand. This man was continually uttering incoherent expreffions, which 
Tycho noted down, from aperfuafion that the mind, in a flate of emotion, was capable 
of predicting future events ; and even believed, if any inhabitant of the ifiand was taken 
ill, that this idiot could predict his recovery or deceafe. He maintained, that the cabala 
and magic, if they did not a£t to the offence of God or man, could lay open many abflrufe 
things by figures, images, and marks. 

But to turn from the unfavourable to the brighter parts of his character, we may 
affent to the truth of the eulogium given by his panegyrift \ to Tycho Brahe his (tudies 
were life, meditation delight, fcience riches, virtue nobility, and religion his conflant 

guide f- 

Chap. VIII .—Journey through the IJle of Zealand .— Rpjkild. — Cathedral.—Sepulchres 
and Characters of the Dani/h Sovereigns ^ Harald Blaatand.—Sweyn IL — Margaret**— 
Chriftian L — Saxo-G ranimations ♦—Royal Sepulchres at Ring fed.—Pajfage acrofs the . 
Great Belt.—Ijb of Funen. — Odenfee.—Tombs and Characters of John and Chriftian IL 
— P aft age acrofs the Little Belt.—Journey through Slefwk and Holflein.—Canal of 
Kiel. — Euiin.'—Lubec. — Travemunde.—General Remarks on the circular Ranges of 
Stones frequent in Sweden and Denmark.—Genealogical Tables of the Kings of Den* 
mark . 

APRIL 5. Quitting Copenhagen we palled along an excellent road, through a well- 
cultivated open country, to Rolkild, formerly the royal refidence and metropolis of Den¬ 
mark. It (tands at a irnall diftance from Ifefiord, or bay of Ife; and in its flourilhing 
Rate, was of great extent, comprizing within Its walls twentydeven churches, and as 
many convents } j but the prefent circumference is fcarcely half an Englifh mile, and the 
population only one thoufand fix hundred and twenty fouls j the houfes are of brick, 
and have a neat appearance. 

* Nihil fi&UTn; nihil fii mi latum in ipfoj fed fiaphum fiaphum appdlahat; unde omne quod 
odium Fun z% 

f Ipfi vha ltudm erant; delicisE vero .meditatio ; diviuae fcientiie j virtus nobilitas $ rdigio dire&io.—* 
Oratio Funebvia. 

$ Holberg, vol. i, p. 618, 
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The only remains of former magnificence are the ruins of a palace, and the cathedral, 
a brick, building with two fpires, in which the Kings of Denmark are interred, and 
which, according to an infcription in the choir, was founded* by Harald VI. who is fly led 
King of Denmark, England, and Norway. Some verfes, in barbarous Latin, obfcurely 
allude to the principal incidents of his life; adding, that he built this church, and died 
in 980 f. Harald, furnamed Blaatand, was fon of Gormo Ill. called the Old, and the 
firit King of Denmark who embraced the Chriftian religion. His name occurs in the 
Saxon Chronicles as one of the invaders of England in the tenth century, where he 
eftablifhed his authority over the kingdom of the Eaft Angles, and of Northumberland. 
But his hiftory is fo mixed with fable, that glaring contradiHions appear in almoft every 
incident. He loft his life in confequence of an infurreftion headed by hisfon Sweyn; 
but whether he was flam in battle, or by the rebel party, is not known. 

Harald was father of a line of kings, who raifed the power of Denmark to the higheft 
greatnefs. His foil, Sweyn I., is well known in our annals for his depredations and tri¬ 
butary exactions; and his grandfon, Canute the Great, who united in his perfon the 
crowns of England and Denmark, was the moft powerful Prince of his time. The im¬ 
mediate descendants of Harald Blaatand died and were buried in England; and his 
male line was extinft in the perfon of Hardicanute, the laft fcvereign who wore the two 
crowns, * 

In the fame cathedral reft the remains of Sweyn II., the firft of a line of fovereigns 
called the Middle Race. He was fon of Ulf, governor of Denmark, who greatly fig- 
nalized himfelf in war, by Eftrida, lifter of Canute the Great. Ulf being put to death 
at Rolkikl, by order of Canute, Sweyn fled into Sweden, and on the death of Hardica¬ 
nute in 1042, claimed the crown of Denmark in right of his mother; for which reafon 
he is generally known by the appellation of Sweyn the fon of Eftrida. The ftates, how¬ 
ever, gave the preference to Magnus the Good, King of Norway; but on his death in 
1047, unanimoufly elected Sweyn, who, by his abilities, had defervedhis elevation. In 
a Latin infcription, he is called King of England,, as well as of Denmark and Norway ; 
although the crown of England had been reftored to the Saxon line in the perfon of 
Edward the Confeffor, and was afterwards feized by William the Conqueror. Sweyn 
fent a fleet againft England to affert his right to the throne, as a lineal defcendant from 
Canute the Great; but his troops were either defeated by William, or obliged to eva¬ 
cuate the ifland through the treachery of his brother. Sweyn is described by a contem¬ 
porary hiftorianj, who personally knew him, as a Prince polite to foreigners, of elegant 
manners, and great literary accomplilhments. He died in 1074, leaving thirteen foils 
and two daughters; five of the fons fueceffively filled the throne of Denmark; and his 
pofterity, in the male line, held it in pofleffion until 1387, when Valdemar III. dying 
without male iflue, the female branch fucceeded; firft in the perfon of Oloff II., fon of 
the celebrated Margaret, and on his deceafe, in that of Margaret herfelf, whole allies 
are alfo interred in this cathedral. 

The fepulchre of this remarkable woman, ftyled the Semi ram is of the North, Hands 
coni'picuous in the middle of the church, and is enclofed within a baluftrade. The mo¬ 
nument is of {tone painted black, and on it lies the figure of the Queen in alabafter, a 

* Little of the original building now remains. According to Holberg, it was conftru&ed of wood, and 
afterwards built with ftone in the reign cf Canute. 

f Funditus hafeejem fummo tunc condidit redes* 

Poft natak Dci ? dum fcrlpfimus odfuaginta 
Nongentos, meruit fcandere cel fa poll. 

J Seethe quotation ftom Adams Bremen in Bo ntoppi dan’s Mar, Dan* p» 2, 
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whole length, and, as we were informed, her exaft fize when alive. An infcription on 
the tomb, inftead of enlarging in long fulfome fl atteries, fuch as are ufually paid to fove- 
reigns, records the time of her death, and adds, “ it was raifed at the expence of Eric of Po¬ 
merania, in memory of a Princefs whom pofterity could never fufticienlly honour as flie 
deferves.” Eels could not be faid of a perfonage who jullly claims our refpeft and ve¬ 
neration, and whofe glorious reign has fcarcely its parallel in the records of hiftory. 
Margaret, daughter of Valdemar III., by Hedwige his Queen, was born in 1353; and, 
if we may credit fome Danifli hiltorians, owed her being to a circumftance as lingular 
as her life was iltuftrious and eminent. Valdemar, returning from a hunting party, 
chanced to repair to the eaftle of Seborg, where he had confined his confort Hedwige 
on account of fome ill-grounded fufpicions. Being pleafed with one of the Oueen's 
attendants, he propofed an interview; the woman feigned compliance, but l’ubliituted 
her miftrefs in her Head, and Margaret was the fruit of the meeting; which has led a 
Danifli hiftorian * to remark, in the high ftyle of panegyric, that the good which he un- 
confcioufly performed that night in begetting Margaret, amply compenfated for all the 
evil actions of his life. In the fixth year of her age flie was betrothed to Haquin, King 
of Norway, fon of Magnus, King of Sweden, which was the firft ftep to her future greai> 
nefs. This marriage, after much oppofition on the part of the Swedes, was folemnized 
at Copenhagen in 1363, when flie was only in the eleventh year of her age. Margaret 
gave fo many proofs of her prudence and courage when Haquin loft the crown of Swe¬ 
den, as induced Valdemar frequently to fay of her, that nature intended her for a man, 
and had erred in making her a womanf. 

On the demile of her father in 1375, flie had the addrefsto obtain the eleftion of her 
fon Oloff, then only five years of age, in preference to the fon of her eldelt filter Inge- 
burga; and on the death of Haquin, fecured his fucceflion to the crown of Norway. 
Being regent during Oloft’s minority, her adminiftration was fo vigorous, prudent, and 
popular, that, on his premature death in [385, Ihe was chofen Queen by the Hates of 
Denmark ; the firlt inllance, perhaps, in a government wholly elective, of a woman 
exalted to the throne by the free and unanimous fufifrages of a warlike people. With 
the fame addrefs flie procured the crown of Norway; and was equally fuceefsful in gain¬ 
ing that of Sweden. Albert was chofen King, and might have preferved his power, 
had it not been his fate to contend with fuch a rival as Margaret. In allufion to her 
fex, he fly led her, in derifion, the King in petticoats; flie anfwered his reproach by ac¬ 
tions, not by words, and made him forely repent of his vaunts, when he found himfelf 
■worlled in every engagement; when depofed and captive, he owed his life to the cle¬ 
mency of the very woman whom he had wantonly infulted. By the famous union of 
Calrnar, in 1397, flie united the three Northern kingdoms, and held them undivided 
durfrig her reign, notwithftanding the averfion of the Swedes to the Danifli government. 
But in no inllance does the vigour and policy of her conduct appear more confpicuous 
than from this confederation ; that the revolts and inteftine convulfions, which continu¬ 
ally diflurbed the reigns of the fovereigns who immediately preceded and followed her, 
were fubdued during her whole adminiftration. This internal tranquillity, more glo¬ 
rious, though lels fplendid, than her warlike atchievements, and which was unufual in 
thofe turbulent times, could only be derived from the commanding afcendancy of her 
•fuperior genius. 

* “ Resina eadem fui manti & pellex, & uxor, & coucubina. Quid ad banc fcenam Herculis navitas 
ant m rUcmeniElinu Jupiter decumbens. Sane nut tin plus ea nocte Valdemarus fecit, boui infciusquam per 
omnem vitam teens fecerat mail; qui praetiofiflimam vitam donavit orbi tot regnorum compotem fiuuram 
..JargaTetam. S- legem tramgvediendo, felieem Daniam effecit.” Berengii Fltmw Daaicua. n cc6. 

t Por.taui Hilt. Dan. 54 j. * 
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This great princefs died fuddenly on the 27th of October 1412, in the fixtieth year 
of her age, and, if we include the period of her regency, in the 30th of her reign, Tear¬ 
ing to her fucceffor the quiet pofleffion of the three kingdoms, and to her fubjects the 
regret of her lofs, by the experience of thofe calamities which burft upon the ftate when 
the fceptre was wielded by a lefs able hand. Her remains were firft depofited at Soroe, 
but removed to this cathedral by order of the bifhop of Rofki!d # . 

All the fovereigns of the Houfe of Oldenburgh, which ftill poffefles the throne of 
Denmark, are interred in the cathedral of Rolkild, excepting John, Chriftian II. and 
Frederic I. 

Chriftian I. the father of this line, lies in a final! chapel without monument or in¬ 
fer iption. He was count of Oldenburgh, and owed his elevation, as well to his lineal 
defeent from Eric VII. as to the moderation of his uncle Adolphus, Duke of Slefwick. 
On the death of Chriftopher of Bavaria without ifl’ue, the ftates of Denmark offered the 
throne to Adolphus, as the neareft in blood to the deceafed monarch; but he declin¬ 
ing it on account of his advanced age, they, at his recommendation, elected his nephew 
Chriftian, then in the 22d year of his age. This event happened in 144.8 ; and in the 
fame year he obtained the throne of Norway, in right of his defeent from one of their 
ancient kings. In i 558, on the depoiition of Charles Canutfon, he received the crown 
of Sweden, but wore it only a ftiort time, as well through his own inactivity, as through 
the averfion of the Swedes to a foreign ruler. Chriftian I. reigned three-and-twenty 
years, a fovereign of great moderation and humanity ; whofe qualities, being lefs Alin¬ 
ing than folid, were more adapted to the interior admini ft ration of affairs, than to the 
exploits of war. He is juftly characterized by an hiftorian, as one of thofe princes who 
do not attract the admiration of mankind, yet whom Providence never bellows on a na¬ 
tion but as a fignal mark of favour f. 

The fucceffors of Chriftian I. who are buried in the fame church, feem in general to 
have inherited his pacific qualities; as all, except Frederic II. and V. and Chriftian IV. 
were princes of mild and temperate difpofitions; patrons of the arts and fciences, ra¬ 
ther than enterprizing in arms; who yielded to others the palm of military glory, 
and for the moft part flirunk before the daring fpirit which animated the rival houfeof 
Vafa. 

In the fame chapel are the tombs of Chriftian III. and Frederic II. Their fuperb 
monuments executed in Italy, at the expence of Chriftian IV. are efteemed mafter- 
pieces of fculpture. The ftatues of the two fovereigns are aS large as life, under a ca¬ 
nopy of ftone, fupported by Corinthian pillars. Several figures of angels, and the baffo 
relievos round the maufoleum of Frederic II. reprefenting that prince’s battles, are much 
admired. No tomb is erected to the memory of Chriftian IV. juftly called, by Wraxall, 
the Idol of Danifli Hiftory: his body is depofited in a coffin covered with velvet, orna¬ 
mented with filver trophies, efcutcheons, and angels holding crowns of laurel. 

It would be tedious to enumerate the other fepulchres of the royal family, moft of 
which are loaded with inferiptions of great length ; the reader, who is defirous of fur¬ 
ther information, will find them accurately tranferibed in Pontoppidau’s Marmora Da * 
nica, and in Travels through Denmark, publiflied in 1702. 

* Bk prlmum fepulta,fed pojlea per Dominutn Pet rum Epijcopum Rqfhildenfm vtoknUf tranjlala > £5* Rofkihlti 
Jkpulta* Lmgebek, tom iv p,542. 

f t( Phis grand aux yeux ek la fame raifin qd a crux du vufgatre^ itfut peut-ctre nn de m princes que ptu* 
pks ne touent que fmbkmenty mats qite U Ciet ne kur accords que quand il veut kur prouder Jon auourB Mallet, 
Hilt de Dan. 10m. il- p* 95. 
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The annexed genealogical tables trace in regular defcent the Kings of Denmark, 
from Harald Bhatand to the prefent fovereigii. 

In addition ro thefe royal fepulchres, I Jhall mention that of Saxo*Grammaticus, the 
rnoft ancient hiftorian of Denmark, 

Saxo, descended from an illn(tnous Danifli * family, was born about the middle of 
the twelfth century f, and, on account of his uncommon learning, diftinguifhed by the 
name of Grafittwlkus* lie was proved of the cathedral church of Rolkild, and warmly- 
patronized by the learned and warlike Abfalbn, the celebrated archbilhop of Lunden, 
at whofc iiiftigation he wrote-the hiftory of Denmark* His epitaph, a dry panegyric 
in bad Latin v cries, gives no account of the sera of his death, which happened, accord¬ 
ing to Stephens, in 1204. His hiftory, confining of fixteen books, begins from the 
earlieft sera of thoDanifo annals, and concludes with the year 1186* According to the 
opinion of an accurate writer J, the firft part, which relates to the origin of the Danes, 
and the reigns of the ancient kings, is full of fables ; but the eight lad books, and par¬ 
ticularly thole which regard the events of his own times, deferve the utmoft credit. He 
wrote in Latin, and the fiyle, if we cpnfider the barbarous age in which he fiouriffied, 
is in general extremely elegant, but rather too poetical for hiftory §. 

After having finished our curiofity in examining the tombs of Rolkild, we continued 
our journey, and palled the night at Ringfted, a fmall, but neat, town, fifuated almoft 
in the centre of the ifland : according to feme antiquaries, it was built by Sigurd Ring, 
King of Denmark, who reigned in the 7th century ; but this notion feems merely found- 
' ed on the fitnilarity of the name. The church, which is efteemed the mod ancient 
Chriftian temple in Denmark, is a brick building, with two low fquare towers. Within, 
feveral Danifli Kings of the Houfe of Sweyn IL are interred. The tombs are much 
more fimpiethan thofe at Rolkild ; being generally plain flabs level with the pavement, 
exhibiting figures in armour carved on plates of brafs, or on the naked ftone, with Latin 
inferiptions, moftly effaced by time, A few of the fepulchres, which are fomewhat more 
modern, are raifed in the fhape of coffins- The firft fovereign buried in this church is 
Waldemar L who expired in 1182: and the laft is Eric VIII. furnamed Manved, who 
died in 1319- 

April 6, We purfued our route to Corfoer, the place of embarkation, on the Great 
Belt, which feparates the Ifle of Zealand from that of Funen, Corfoer Hands on the 
weftern point of the Ifle of Zealand on a final! peninfula, has a good harbour for light 
veftels, and is fortified by a citadel defended by a rampart of earth and baft ions, with a 
few ufelefs cannon, more for form than fervice. It contains the commander’s houfe, 
formerly a royal palace, and a granary, and is garrifoned by a few invalids, 

# Some authors have erroneoufly conje&ured, from his name Saxo, that he was born in Saxony; but 
Saxo was no uncommon appellation among the ancient Danes* See Glaus Wormius Mouumenta Datrica, 
p* 186, and Stephens's Prolegomena, p* 10. 

f Stephens, in his edition of Saxo Grammaticus, printed at Soroe, indubitably proves, that he mull have 
been alive in 11561 but cannot afeertam the exa£t place and time of his birth See Stephens’s Prolego¬ 
mena to the notes on Saxo-Grammaticus, p. 8, to 2 4; alfo Holberg, vob i. p, z 6 g j and Mallet's North. 
Antiq. vob L p-4* 

J Holberg* 

§ Mallet, in hU Hiftoire de Dannemarc, vcl. i. p. 182, fays, u that Sperling, a writer of great erudi¬ 
tion, has proved, in Contradiction to the afferuons of Stephens and others, that Saxo-Grammaucus was fe- 
cretary to Abfalon \ and that the Saxo proved of Rofkild was another perfon, and lived earlier*” If fo, 
Saxo-Grammaticus, the hiftorfeu, is probably not buried at Rofkild j but I truft the reader will not be 
difpkafed with the account of an author fo little known as Saxo-Grammaticus, 
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Zealand, which we crofled in our way from Copenhagen to Corfoer, is the largeft of 
the ifles belonging to the King of Denmark, being about feven hundred miles in cir¬ 
cumference* That part which we traverfed, appears a gently waving furface; for the 
inoff part open, dotted oceafionally with fmatl woods of beech and oak, and diverflfied 
with beautiful lakes. The ifland is exceedingly fertile: it produces grain of all forts, 
and in great plenty, abounds with excellent pafture, and Is famous for its breed of 
horfes. The fields, which feemed well cultivated, were in many parts formed into in- 
c tofu res, feparated by mud walls : a few cottages were of brick ; but the generality were 
of mud white-wafhed, 

April 8. The wind blowing high, and dircftly contrary, we were detained two days 
at Corfoer before we embarked for the ifle of Funen ; the diftance between the nearefl 
points on each coaft is eighteen miles. At mid-day we pafled the fmall ifland of Sproe, 
near which lay a guard-mip, for the purpofe of collecting toll from all veffels which paf- 
fed between that ifland and Zealand ; other ftiips pay their duty at Nyborg. Sproe con¬ 
tains only two buildings, a fmall inn for the occafionai refrefhment of the guard-ibip*s 
crew, and a neat farm-houfe; it produces grain and pafture- On the top of an height 
overlooking the fea, we obferved the ruins of an ancient fortrefe, which formerly be¬ 
longed to pirates, who ufed to refort in great numbers to this ifland. 

After a favourable paflage of four hours, we landed at Nyborg, a fmall well-built 
town, in the Ifle of Funen, (landing on a commodious bay- The town is furrounded 
with a rampart and ditch, and garrifoned by a company of invalids* An mfcription 
over an old fquare building informed me, that Chriftian III., foil of Frederic L, raifed 
the fortifications- Towards the fkirts of the town, and clofe to the ramparts, are the 
remains of an old palace, in which Chriftian II. was bom ; and to the roof of which, as 
bis biographer # relates, he was conveyed, while an infant, by a tame monkey, and 
brought down without receiving the leaft harm. 

In the afternoon we reached Odenfee, the capital of Funen ; a place of fuch high an¬ 
tiquity, that feme Danifh writers derive its foundation and name from Oden, the god 
and hero of the Gothic nations- But leaving fuch difquifitions to the antiquaries of the 
country, I (hall only obferve, that its name occurs in the earliefl ages of the Danifli hiftory; 
and that it was a town of great note long before Copenhagen exifted. Odenfee ftands 
on a fmall river, which is not navigable two miles from the bay of Stegeftrand- Many 
of the houfes are ancient, bearing dates about the middle of the fix teen th century; but 
part is newly built: it contains five thoufand two hundred inhabitants, who carry on 
fome commerce, exporting chiefly grain and leather; the latter is much efteemed, and 
its goodnefs is fuppofed to arife from a certain property in the river water, in which it is 
foaked for tanning. The Danifli cavalry arefupplied from thence with the greater part 
of their leathern accoutrements. 

Odenfee is an epifcopal fee, which was founded by Harald Blaatand in 980, and is 
thericheft in Denmark next to Copenhagen. It has a fchool, endowed by the celebrated 
Margaret, in which a certain number of fcholars, from fix to fixteen years of age are, 
mftru&ed gratis : they lodge and board in the town, and receive yearly penfions; other 
fcholarfhips have been alfo founded by private perfons. The whole number amounted 
to feventy. There is alfo a gymnqftu?n y inftituted by Chriftian IV. for the adraiffion of 
(Indents at the age of fixteen. This feminary was ft ill further improved by the liberality 
of Heiberg the Danifli hiftorian, who protected letters with the fame zeal with which 
he cultivated them; but it is now greatly fallen from its former flouriflung ftate, con- 

* Svaning Vit. Chrift. II. 
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taining, when I paffed through the town, only eight ftudents. The cathedral is a large 
old brick building, which has nothing remarkable, except fame coftly monuments of a 
private Danilh family. The church which formerly belonged to the convent of Recolets, 
contains the fepulchres of John and Chriltian II. 

John afcended the throne in 1481, on the death of his father Chriflian I., and in 
1497, renewing the union of Calmar, obtained the crown of Sweden, which the Swedes, 
however, did not long permit him to enjoy. He died on the 12th of February, 1513, 
having on his death-bed adinonilhed his fon Chriltian II.; admonitions which had no 
effeCl on a bread already corrupted by power, and impatient for dominion. John w ould 
have aCted more wifely had he endeavoured to render the infant mind of his fon capa¬ 
ble of receiving the impreffions of virtue, and had not lhamefully negleCted his educa¬ 
tion ; a crime highly reprehenfible in a father, but unpardonable in a fovereign, who 
is perhaps rearing a tyrant for his fubjefts, and entailing on his country a feries of evils, 
for which he is himfelf chiefly accountable. Ilillorians agree in representing John as a 
wife and prudent prince, inclined to peace, but enterprizing in war; and as generally 
moderate and humane; admitting, however, that he perpetrated occafional ads of vio¬ 
lence and cruelty, derived from a Ipecies of melancholy madnefs, that preyed upon his 
mind, and at dines deprived him of his fenfes. 

His fon, the cruel and unfortunate Chriltian II., is entombed near his father, under 
a plain grave-ftone, fomewhat raifed, but without infcription. He was born at Nyborg, 
on the 2d of July 1481 ; and dilcovered in his youth fymptoms of a lively genius and 
good underftanding, which, if properly cultivated, might have rendered him the orna¬ 
ment, inftead of the difhonour, of his country. The young prince was entrufted to a 
common burgher of Copenhagen, and afterwards removed to the houfe of a fchool- 
malter, who was a canon of the cathedral. In this fituation his chief employment con- 
lifted in regularly accompanying his mailer to church, where he diftinguilhed himfelf 
beyond the other fcholars and chorifters in chaunting and finging pfalms. fie was af¬ 
terwards configned to the tuition of a German preceptor, a man of learning, but a pe¬ 
dant; under whom, however, he made a confiderable proficiency In the Latin tongue. 
From this humble education Chriflian imbibed a tafte for bad company, and was accuf- 
tomed to haunt the common taverns, to mix with the populace, to fcour the ftreets, and 
to be guilty of every excefs. The King at length, informed of thofe irregularities, re¬ 
proved him feverely; but as the Prince had already contracted habits, which were 
grown too ftrong to be eradicated, thefe admonitions were too late. He feigned, how¬ 
ever, contrition for his pall behaviour, and again won the affections of his father by his 
military fuceeffes in Norway, and by an unwearied application to the affairs of govern¬ 
ment. 

During the firft years of his reign, which commenced in 1513, his adrnimfiration 
was in many refpeCts worthy of praife; and the excellence of many of his laws has in¬ 
duced Holberg * to affirm, that if the character of Chriftian If, was to be determined by 
his laws, and not by his aClions, he would merit the appellation of Good, rather than 
of Tyrant, Happy would it have been for himfelf and his people, had he continued to 
reign on the fame principles. 

At firft all his enterprizes were crowned with fuccefs : he abridged the power of the 
Danifli nobility, and exalted the regal prerogatives ; he obtained the crown of Sweden 
by conqueft, and was even proclaimed hereditary fovereign of that kingdom. A pru¬ 
dent and temperate ufe of thefe advantages might have enfured him along and undif- 


* Dan. Gcf. vol. ii. p- 94. 
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turbed pofleffion of the throne; but his natural dirpcfition, now freed from all reflraint 
by profperity, hurried him to the perpetration of the moft flagrant ads of tyranny. The 
dreadful maflacre of Stockholm, in which fix hundred of the principal nobility were 
put to the fword, under the fembknee of law, a^id amid the rejoicings for his corona¬ 
tion, exhibited fuch a Itriking inflance of his malignant and implacable character, that, 
on the fuccefs of Guflavus Vafa, the fpirit of refinance diffufed itfelf rapidly from Swe¬ 
den to Denmark, where he had exafperated his fubjefts by repeated oppreflions, and the 
confidence v hich he placed in the loweft and moft worthlefs favourites 

fn 1523 Ghriftian was publicly depofed by the Hates of Denmark, and the crown 
transferred to his uncle Frederic Duke of Holftein. This depofition was neither the 
conlequence of Frederick intrigues, nor of party fpirit; but occafioned by the juft and 
univerfal deteftatibn which pervaded all ranks of people, and had more the appearance 
of a new election on the deinife of the crown, than of a revolution which deprived a def-^ 
pot of his throne. Ghriftian bimfelf was fenfible of the general odium, and, though by no 
means deficient in perfonal courage, made not the leaf!effort to retain pofleffion of that 
throne which he had often diihoiioured. Quitting Copenhagen he repaired to Antwerp, 
under the protection of Charles V. , whole filler Ifabella he had married. After many 
delays and felicitations at the different courts of Europe, he at length collefted, by the 
Emperor's afliftance, a fleet and army, 1 with which he invaded the Danilh dominions; 
his attempts, however, proving unfuccefsful, he fell, in 1542, into the hands of Fred¬ 
eric I , and was configned a prifoner to the caflle of Sondeborg, a firung fortrefs in the 
ifle of Alfen. 

The place of his confinement was a dungeon, with a fmall window, admitting only 
a few rays of light, through which his provifions were conveyed. Having entered this 
gloomy cell, with a favourite dwarf, the foie companion of his mifery, the door was in- 
ftaritly walled up. Even the horrors of this fituatioa were aggravated by the death of 
his only fon John, who expired at Ratffbon in the fifteenth year of his age, and on the 
fame day in which his father was taken prifoner. The premature deceafe of this ac- 
compliffied Prince, whom he tenderly loved, and on whom he refled his foie hopes of 
enlargement, reduced him to a Hate of despondency. After much anxious folicitude 
by what means he could convey intelligence of his dreadful fituation to his daughter the 
Eleclrefs Palatine, and to the Emperor Charles V., the King prevailed on the dwarf to 
counterfeit ficknefs, and folicit his removal from prifoii for the recovery of his health. 
If fuccefsful, he was to feize the firfl opportunity of efcaping from the Danifh dominions 

* The firft of theft favourites was the infamous Sigrebft, mother of the King’s miftrefs Divcke. This 
artful woman* who was a native of Holland, and had kept an inn at Berghen In Norway, even after her 
daughter 1 * death, retained fuch power that hie might be A vied prime miuificr: Aie was the only channel of 
favour, traufaded all affairs of Importance, had the care of the finances, fuperintended the cnibms of the 
Sound, and had* in a word, acquired fuch a wonderful afeendancy over the infatuate^monarch* that her 
influence was attributed to fafcinauon. On the King’s depofition, Sigrebit was fo much detefted, that, 
from apprehensions of the popujar fury, fhe was conveyed in a cheft on board the velftl which carried 
Cfcrifti&ti from Denmark. Holbctg adds, file confided the King for the lofsof his crown, by afturing him, 
that, through the mperor’s inrere he could not fal: of bring choftn burgomalW of Amfterdnrn. The 
particulars of this woman’s life, fubftquent to her efcape from Denmark, are not known 

The other favourite of Chriitmn, no left infamous than the former* was Nicholas rfSayclbee, originally a 
barber of Wetlphulia, and recommended to the King by his relation Sigrebit. He rendered himfdf fo 
ufcful to Chriilian by his fanguinary advice at the maffacre of Stockholm, and by being the inflrument of 
hb cruelty, that he was rewarded with the archbifhopric of Lunden, Not long afterwards, however, the 
King threw on hie favourite all the odium of the malTacre, and factificed him to the public vengeance the 
unfortunate vidfim was fir It racked, and then burnt alive ; exhibiting a melancholy example, what little 
confidence is to be repoftd in the favour of a tyrant. 
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to the court of the Electrefs, that flic might engage the Emperor to intercede with the 
King of Den mark, for fome alleviation of her father’s fufierings. The dwarf accord¬ 
ingly feigned ficknefs, was transferred to the neighbouring town, eluded the vigilance 
of his guards, and made his efcape j but was overtaken at Reftmrgh, fcarcely a day’s 
journey from the Danifti confines. 

Chriltian, fruftrated in this attempt, and deprived of his faithful afl'oeiate, lingered 
for fome time in total folitude, until an old foldier, worn out with the fatigues of war, 
offered to fliare the King’simprifonment. This veteran being immured in the dungeon, 
atnufed the royal prifoner with various anecdotes on the different princes and generals 
under whom he had enlifted, and by describing the expeditions and battles in which 
he had been prefent; and, as he had ferved from his earlieft youth, was a peri'on of 
much obfervation, and by nature loquacious, he affifted in relieving the tmtium of 
Chriftiati’s captivity. Nor did any event, fcarcely the lofs of his fon, more fenfibly 
affe& the depofed fovereign, than the death of this foother of his mifery, who expired 
in the dungeon. 

After a confinement of eleven years in his original cell, Chriftian was at length re¬ 
moved, through the interceffion of Charles V. to a commodious apartment in the fame 
caftle, provided with fuitable attendants, and indulged with the liberty of-vifiting in 
the town, attending divine fervice in the public church, and hunting in the neigh¬ 
bouring di[trick Yet even this change of fituation, which had been fo long the-foie 
object of his withes, could not make him forget that he was tlill a prifoner, the recol¬ 
lection of which affected him occafionally to fuch a degree, that he would fuddenly 
bur ft into tears, throw himfelf on the ground, utter the moll bitter lamentations, and 
continue for fome time in a ftate approaching to infanity. However defervedly odious 
Chriftian II. may have appeared in the former parts ©f his life j yet his fubfequent fuf- 
ferings raife compaflion ; and it is a pleafing fatisfaction to every humane mind, that 
he recovered from his defpondency, and acquiefced in his fate with perfect refigna- 
tion. 

In i "46, after a confinement of fixteen years and fevea months in the caftle of Son- 
derborg, he was conveyed to the palace of Callenborg, in the ifle of Zealand, a place 
to which he was partis ’grly attached. Chriftian III. repaired in perfon to Affens, re¬ 
ceived his fallen rival with great marks of attention, and promifed him every comfort 
which could tend to alleviate his fituation. Thefe unufual honours, joined to his re¬ 
moval from a place where he had experienced To much mifery, and the profpedt of 
again inhabiting his favourite palace, excited tranfports of joy, and he compared him¬ 
felf to a perfon recalled from death *. 

Being conducted to Callenborg, he had the fatisfaction of finding thefe promifes re- 
ligioufly fulfilled. He furvived this happy change ten years; and his mind was fo 
foftened by adverfity, that, old as he was, his death was haftened by affliction for the 
lofs of his benefactor Chriftian III. He died on the 24th of January 1559, in the 
feventy-eighth year of his age, and in the thirty-fixth from the period of his depo- 
fition t* 

April 9th, we arrived at Affens, juft mentioned as the place of meeting between the 
two lbvereigns $ it Hands on the Little Belt, a ftrait of the Baltic, which feparates the 

* <fi Qmbus ille non fecus ammo exhilaratur* ac Ji morte extraftus, novam lucem inluereiur Cragii 
AnnaL Chrift- III. p. 524. 

\ Thefe particulars of Chriftian the Second's life are chiefly taken from Holberg and Svamngii Vita 
Chriftian i SecundL 
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ifle of FLinen From the continent. This ifland is three hundred and forty miles in cir¬ 
cumference, fertile in pafture and grain, and exports annually to Norway, barley, oats, 
rye and peafe. The country is open, with a gently undulating furface ; but the eoatls 
areVenerally flat and Tandy. The pafllige acrofs the Lirtlle Belt is only nine miles; 
but the wind being contrary, we were five hours in performing it. We landed on the 
duchy of Slefwick, at Arroe-Sound, fo called from the Iitle ifland Arroe, contiguous 

to the continent. . * 

On the 1 ith we paffed through feveral final!, but neat towns, beautifully fitualed on 
the inlets of the Baltic, and particularly Flenfburg, which carried on a confiderable 
trade during the American war, and poffeffed two hundred merchant veffels, trading 
mofliv to the Weft Indies. Peace has refloral the commerce to its old channels; 
many of the veffels have been fold, the traffic to the Weft Indies confiderably ieffened, 
and the chief trade centers in the ille of Zealand, the coafts of Noi way, and Sweden. 

Between Flenfburg and Slefwic is that part of the duchy of Slefwic called Angeln or 
Envel doubtlefs the native country of our Anglo-Saxon anceftors, who invading and 
taking* poffeffion of our ifland, formerly called Britain, converted its name into Engel- 
land or England. The truth of this fad, fufficiently authenticated by hiftory, is ftill 
further corroborated by the refemblance which this fertile diftrict bears to our native 

lfli Th* e country from Flenfburg to Cappel is delightful, diverfified with fcattered farm- 
houfes and frequent villages. "The gravel roads wind through green lanes, with quick- 
fet hedges, through inclofed fields, and finall woods ; reminding me fo much of my 
native country, that I alrnoft fancied I was palling through Englifli lanes and Englifh 

We made this excurfion in an open cart, and, as the weather was favourable, enjoy¬ 
ed a conftant view of this agreeable and cultivated diftrict. According to die informa¬ 
tion of the peafant who drove us, the country yields all forts of grain and flax, 
and abounds in paflure; the pcafants weave fufficient linen and coarfe cloth for their 
own ufe knit their worfted ftockings, and make their boots and fhoes; they procure 
hats and a better fort of doth from Flenfburg. Their food is chiefly rye-bread, cheefe, 
eggs, milk, and occafionally meat; they diftil fpirits from malt, and make cyder, 

which is their ufual drink. . 

Cappel, a fmall but neat town on the Sley, contains about five hundred and fifty 
inhabitants, who are induftrious, and carry on fome trade, exporting bacon, cheefe, 
butter, eo-gs, and other commodities to Copenhagen, and fupplying the interior parts 
of the province with coffee, fugar, fpices, and other foreign merchandize. 1 he envi¬ 
rons of Cappel are quite delightful, being grounds gently rifmg, fprinkled with much 
wood, and commanding fine views of the bay. 

The duchy of Slefwic, fomerimes called South Jutland, is feparated from Holftem, 
or the King of Denmark’s German dominions, by the Eyder. The capital is an irre¬ 
gular town*of great length, and contains five thoufand fix hundred and thirty inhabi¬ 
tants. The houfes are of brick ; and like the other towns in the country referable in 
neatnefs and manner of building thofe of Holland: the inhabitants drefs alfo like the 
Dutch, and many of them fpeak their tongue, though the ufual languages are the 
German and Danifli. Clofe to Slefwic is the old palace of Gottorp, formerly the ducal 
refidence, at prefent inhabited by the Stadtholder, or Governor, Prince Charles of 
Hefle-Caffel, who married Louifa, Princefs of Denmark. It is a large brick edifice, 
furrounded by a rampart and moat: from this caftle, the ducal line founded by Adol- 
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phus fon of Frederic I. King of Denmark, was denominated Holftein Gottorp, which 
was loft in the title of Emperor, when Peter the Third afcended the throne of 1 ’ uiTia. 

The ctiurch of Slefwic contains the monument of Frederic the Firft, fon of Chrif- 
tian the Firft. The tomb is a farcophagus of dark marble, fupported by fix female 
figures (landing on pcdeftals. Charity, accompanied by two children, her ufual em¬ 
blem; Fortitude, holding a broken "column; Prudence, with the ferpent; Juftice, 
with her Rales; Juri (prudence, with tablets; aud Hope, with an anchor : their coun¬ 
tenances are Greek, and uncommonly pleafmg, and the drapery truly elegant, after 
the antique. Towards the bottom of the farcophagus are four beautiful little angels or 
genii, with their reverfed torches, above is placed the figure of the King in armour. At 
each end are the figures of two women, of the fame fize and elegance as tnofe which 
l'upport the farcophagus; one holds the royal coat of arms, the other a fcrole contain¬ 
ing Latin verfes in praife of the deceafed. All the figures are of the fined alabafter, 
and were probably executed in Italy. 

Frederic received as his inheritance the duchy of Slefwic, and the crown of Den¬ 
mark on the depofition of Chriftian the Second. Seated on the throne by the univer- 
fal fuffrages of the nation, he was eftablifhed in it rather by the zeal of his fubjefts, and 
by the co-operating afliftance of Guftavus Vafa, Jtis proteflor and rival, than by his 
own prowefs. He feems indeed to have inherited the mild and pacific virtues of his 
father Chriftian the Firft; virtues which would never have raifed him to a throne, had 
not the general odium conlpired to the depofition of Chriftian the Second. He died in 
1533, aged fixty years. _ , 

That part of the duchy which we traverfed feemed w-ell cultivated : it was in general 
fiat and open, but occafionally exhibited variegated landscapes of heath, arable land, 
and palture, inclofed with quickfet hedges, and ftudded with woods of beech and oak. 
The farm-houfes had the appearance of great neatnefs. We paffed alfo ranges of new 
cottages, lately eretted for colonifts at the expence of the crown ; they are fpacious, 
and refemble thofe of Weftphalia, containing, under the fame roof, a large barn, with 
divifions for the cattle on each fide, and two rooms at the further end for the family. 
Each colonift is fupplied with ploughs, carts, and other implements of agriculture, two 
horfes, and a penfion during three years. 

About twenty miles from Slefwic we quitted that duchy, and at Rend (burgh croffed 
the Eyder into Holftein, which river is confidered as forming on this fide the limits of 
Germany. 

Rendfburgh is efteemed the ftrongeft fortress in the Danifli territories. The town, 
which contains three thoufand fix hundred inhabitants, carries on but little trade, 
fcarcely poffefllng three veffels. It muft foon, however, become a place of importance, 
as the canal of Kiel- will introduce a confiderable degree of commerce. The lad (luice 
Is to be conftrufted at Rendlburgh. The Eyder is navigable for large veflels within a 
fhort diftance of the town, while thofe of inferior burden land their goods on the quays. 
The tide, which rifes near four feet, brings fand into the channel; and floating ma¬ 
chines are continually employed to deepen its bed. 

The environs are chiefly a flat barren heath ; but as we approached Kiel, the coafts 
gradually became hilly and more fertile. We paffed between the Wetter and Flemhu- 
der lakes, again croffed the Eyder, there only a final! rivulet, and arrived in the even¬ 
ing at Kiel. The diftrift of Kiel is that portion of the duchy of Holftein, which de¬ 
scended to the line of Holftein-Gottorp, and belonged to Peter HI. as part of his he¬ 
reditary dominions, la 1773 the Emprefs of Ruflia ceded it to the King of Denmark, 
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in exchange for the conn ties of Oidenburgh and Dehnenhorft, which ihe gave to the 
Prince Bifliop of Lubec. This exchange was favourable to Denmark, as the King now 
poflefles the whole duchy of Holftein; an<f the intended junction of the Baltic and the 
North Sea will be formed entirely through the Danilh territories'. 

Kiel poflefles ail univerfity for the German fubjetls of Denmark, founded in 1650 by 
C.hriltian Albert, Duke of Holftein-Gottorp, and conliderably enlarged by the prefent 
King; it contains twenty-four profeffbrs, and about three hundred ftudents. The town 
ftands on a fmall peninfula in a bay of the Baltic, and has a very commodious harbour 
for large (hips. It is already one of the mod commercial places of Holftein; and the 
trade will be (till further augmented when the inland navigation acrofs the peninfula is 
finilhed. 

This inland navigation, for the junction of the two feas, is formed acrofs the duchy 
of Holftein, by the canal of Kiel and the river Eyder, which pafles by Rendlburgb, and 
falls into the German ocean at Tonningen. 

The canal begins about three miles north of Kiel, at the mouth of the rivulet Lewen- 
fawe, which heretofore feparared Holftein from Slefwic, and will form a new boundary 
between thole two duchies. The diftance from its beginning to the laft fluice at Rendf- 
burgh is twenty-leven Englifli miles; but as the Eyder is navigable about fix miles and 
three quarters above Rendfburgh, and only requires to be deepened in lb me places, the 
cut neceflary for the completion of the communication between the two feas is only 
twenty miles and a halt. 

The canal was begun in July 1777 ; and in June 1785, when I lad examined it, was 
almoft finilhed. The work was performed by contrail; one thonfand and twenty-four 
cubic feet * of earth were taken out for eight Ihillings; and the whole expence 
■was to amount to about 8oo,oool. Between the Flemhuder lake and the rivulet Li¬ 
vens is the higheft point, on each fide whereof the waters take different courfes to the 
Baltic and German Ocean; in this part the ground muft be excavated to the depth of 
fifty feet. The perpendicular fall towards the Baltic is twenty-five feet fix inches; that 
towards the ocean twenty-three; and the veffels will be railed or let down by means of 
fix fluices; Holtenau, Knorp, Suckdorf, Shinkel, Niederholten, and Rendfburgh. 
The breadth of the cut is one hundred feet at top, and fifty-four at bottom; the fluices 
are twenty-feven feet in breadth, and one hundred in length ; the loweft depth of water 
ten feet. The canal will be furnifhed with water as far as Steinwarp from the Eyder, 
and the lakes Flemhuder and Wefter, from thence to Renlburgh by the Wetter lake, 
from which iffues a rivulet that joins the Eyder. Merchantmen of about one hundred 
and twenty tons burden will be able to navigate this cana 1 . 

The utility of this important undertaking will be evident from a mere infpeflion of the 
map of Denmark. At prefent even the fmalleft veffels, trading from any part of the 
Danilh dominions in the Baltic to the Northern Sea, muft make a circuit round the 
extremity of Jutland, and are liable to be detained by contrary winds. This navigation 
is fo tedious, that goods /hipped at Copenhagen for Hamburgh are not unufually feat by 
feaonly to Lubec, and from thence by land. 

The objedt of thofc who planned this canal was no lefe than to draw by Kiel into the 
Baltic the commerce of Bremen, Hanover, and Weftphalia, which is now carried down 
theVefer, and by Gluckftadt upon the Elbe to Hamburgh and Lubec, and to facilitate 
the tranfport of merchandize from Holland and the north fea to the ports of the Baltic. 
But the principal impediment to the fuccefs of this canal feems to arife from the difficult 
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navigation of the Eyder between Rendfburgh and Tonnmgen, on account of the nu¬ 
merous fiioals ocofioned by the Uniting lands, which not unfrequently render the en¬ 
trance into the Eyder impracticable, and always prevent any veffels from paffing which 
draw more than nine feet of water* Few fhips, therefore, which navigate the Baltic, 
will unload their goods at Kiel, in order to embark them in fmaller veffels for Tonnin- 
gen, where the merchandize muff be again reimbarked. Ships failing from the Baltic 
to the Englifh or French ports will doubtlefe prefer the navigation round the Cattegate, 
with all its dangers and difficulties. Thofe dellined for Hamburgh, or the adjacent 
parts, will choofe, perhaps, the fhorter and more fecure paffage of the canal. But it is 
much to be doubted, whether the commerce between Hamburgh and the north will be 
Efficient to anfwer the expcnces of the conftruQnon. The trade of Kiel, at all events, 
■will be greatly increaffcd by this canal j but the principal depofitory of the merchandize 
will be at Ren diburgh % 

After having examined the canal and town of Kiel, we continued oar route, and, in 
eighteen miles, reached a finall village beautifully feated between two lakes, in the mid ft 
of a romantic country, interfperfed with forefts of beech and oak* The largeft of thefe 
lakes is that of Ploen, the banks of which are adorned with the town of Ploen, the ca¬ 
pital of the duchy, which efeheated to the King of Denmark in 1761, on thedeceafeof 
the lad Duke Charles without iffue male* The palace, formerly the ducal refidence, 
riling in the midft of the town, on elevated ground, and overlooking the lake is a pie-* 
turefquc object. 

The road from Ploen to Eutin runs along a fertile country* through fields of corn 
and pafture, enclofed with iC hedge-row elms and coppice green/* and beautifully in- 
t erf per fed with groves of oak and beech. 

Eutin is a town with a palace belonging to the Prince Bifhop, in which he ufually re- 
fides, and from which he affumes his title. The prefent Prince is brother to Adolphus 
Frederic, late King of Sweden : it is, like Gfnabrug, a fecuiar biffioprick. The palace 
is a large brick building, on the banks of a lake, and contains nothing worthy of obfer- 
vation, except a few indifferent family piftures; amongft which I remarked one of the 
Duke of Anhalt, father of the fortunate Catharine the Second, Emprefs of Ruflia, 
and another of Charles, Duke of Holftein, father of the unfortunate Peter the Third. 

The grounds are laid out in flraight walks, with cut hedges, ftagnant canals, and jets 
d'eau ; an intermediate plot of ground is called an Englilh garden, and confifts chiefly of 
zig-zag walks, which, according to the opinion of moft foreigners, are ridiculoufly 
iuppofed to form the peculiar excellence of our ftyle, 

Lubec, the head ot the Hanfeatic league, was formerly the moft commercial city, and 
powerful republic of the north; her fleet bade defiance to the northern powers, and 
rode miftrefs of the Baltic. How are the mighty fallen ! fhe no longer retains a fliadow 
of her former power, has loft great part of her trade, and her commerce, confiderably 
diminifbed, will fuffer ftill more diminution, if the canal of Kiel fliould anfwer the pur- 
pofes for which it was planned : for by that means great part of the merchandize which 
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now pafles through this town will be conveyed along the canal, and down the Eyder to 
Tonningen, and thence by feaand up the Elbe to Hamburgh. To counterad thefe ef*- 
ft'ds, profeffor Buefch has formed a plan to render the Steiknitz navigable for velfels 
of burden as far as Lauenburgh. Should this projed be carried into execution, the ad¬ 
vantages ariling to the duchy of Lauenburgh, as well as to the city of Lubec, are too 
evident to require an explanation. 

The houfes of Lubec are built in an ancient ftyle of architecture, the doors being 
fo large as to admit carriages into the hall, which frequently ferves for a coach-houfe. 
The walls of many houfes bear the date of the fifteenth century j and doubtlefs, at that 
period* the town was efteemed extremely beautiful. 

The quay of Lubec is on the river Trave, which falls into the fea at the diflance of 
fourteen miles, and admits veffels from one hundred and fifty to two hundred tons bur¬ 
den, and fometimes, but rarely, three hundred. I obferved about one hundred and 
twenty merchant-fhips deftined to Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark. The trade is chiefiy 
a trade of com million, drawing from Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark, their raw commo¬ 
dities, and fupplying them with wines, filks, cloth, and fleel ware. 

Being unwilling-to quit the territory of Lubec without vifiting Travemunde, we fet 
off at five in the afternoon, and at feven reached Travemunde, diftant from Lubec 
about nine miles.. "We found a clean and comfortable inn, good accommodations,, and 
a civil landlord, who fpoke Engiiffi. 

Travemunde, or the mouth of the Trave, is the port where the veffels trading to and 
from Lubec take their ftation. We hired a boat, and rowed round the port to the 
road ; the port is able to contain fixty veffels, and fufficiently deep to admit thofe of two 
hundred tons burden, the fame as afeendthe Trave to Lubec. Men of war nde at an¬ 
chor in the road. Our landlord procured from the pilot a lift of the mercham-flupj 
which took their departure from Travemunde in the following years :— 

In 1778, nine hundred and forty-one fhips; in 1779, nine hundred and fixteen ; in 
j 7S0, eight hundred and three; in ] 78 f, nine hundred and thirty-five$ in 1782, eight 
hundred and fifty-eight; in 1783, nine hundred and fifty-one. Of thefe he conjec¬ 
tured that one hundred and fifty belonged to Lubec, three hundred were Danifh, two 
hundred and fifty Swedifli, one hundred Pruffian, twenty Danifh,. and ten Engiiffi.. 
Travemunde is defended (if it can be called defence) by a lmall fort refs mounting forty 
guns, and containing a garrifon of fifty men. 

We paffed through Ratzeburgh, a fmall fortified town, prettily fituated on an ifland 
in the midft of a lake thirty miles in circumference ; the banks abrupt, and pleafantly 
feathered with wood. The town partly belongs to the duchy of Meckleaburgh Strelitz, 
and partly to that of Saxe Lauenburgh. The buildings are of brick ; almoft every, 
houfe is ffiaded with a tree, which forms a Angular and agreeable appearance. 

From the lake of Ratzeburgh ifiues the river Wakenitz, which joins the Trave near 
Lubec, and thus facilitates the water-communication between Lubec and thefe parts. 
The duchy of Saxe Lauenburgh belongs to the King of England, as Eledorot Hanover. 

The road winds at a fmall diftance from the lake of Ratzeburgh, commanding, diver- 
fified views-of wood, water, and fields of corn andpafture. 

Near Moellen is the navigation of the Steiknitz, which unites the Elbe and the 1 rave. 
This water*communication is formed by the two finall rivulets, the Steiknitz and the 
Devenau, the former falls into the Trave, and the latter into the Elbe at Lauenburgh ; 
they were united, by a canal, cut by order of the government of Lubec, in the fourteenth 
century, fuppofed to be the firft canal which had double fluke-gates. The average 
depth of water being only three feet and a half, no heavy-laden veffels can pafs.. r I he 

y, 3 watermen. 
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watermen belonging to fome barges carrying com and planks, told me, that they had 
employed eight days in coming from Lubec to Moellen, which is only thirty-fix miles 
by land,. and did not expeft to reach Lauenburgh in lefs than eight days more. Se¬ 
venteen locks mult be patted between Lubec and the Elbe at Lauenburgh yet, not- 
wi ill (landing this inconvenience, about four hundred and forty veflels annually navigate 
the canal. The environs of Moellen are agreeably diverfi lied with fine woods of oak, 
beech, and birch. 

During my progrefs through Sweden and Denmark, I remarked, with attentive cu- 
riofity, many of rhofe regular circles of hones which are fo frequently fcattered over the 
face, not only of thefe countries, but of our own. According to the plan I have ge¬ 
nerally followed in the courfe of this work, I fiiall firft defcribe thofe which fell under 
my immediate obfervation, and then throw together a few remarks on their probable 
origin and dehination. 

In the province of Weft Gothland, between Kalange and Lidkioping, I obferved on 
the top of an hill two rude mattes of red granite, placed upright on each fide of the high 
road. The talleft meafured fifteen feet in height, five fpans and a half in breadth j the 
other was about twelve feet high, fix fpans broad, and both were no more than four 
inches thick. In a plain near Runneby, in the province of Blekinge, I noted many 
ranges of ftones fet up endways, and forming various circles, all of which plainly re¬ 
ferred to one general difpofition. I counted at lcaft ten of thefe circles, and among the 
nvoft perfeft, one of eight ftones, whofe diameter meafured five paces, and another of 
ten, whofe diameter was feven ; the ftones were from two to four feet in height, and 
the higheft did not exceed ten. 

Again, clofe to Skillinge, the neareft poft to Carlfcrona, are feveral fimilar remains 
on a rocky eminence, confifting of many oval or circular ranges ; the greater part were 
in the rough ftate; fome were hewn flat and broad, and others fomewhat refembled 
pillars pointed at top in the rudeft manner. At the fummit of the rock feveral concen¬ 
tric ranges inclofed a fpace of about ten feet diameter, in the centre of which flood two 
flat ftones, fcarcely three feet in height, placed edgeways, and between them was the 
lower part of a withered trunk, the remains of a tree, which had once flourifhed in 
that fpot. It appeared to me like an oak ; and a perfon attached to the hypothelis, 
that fuch circles aredruidical relics, might, with a fmall degree of enthufiafm, have con- 
fidered this very tree as the central oak; could he fuppofe that the religion of the 
Druids was ever eftablifhed in thefe northern kingdoms. The largeft of thefe ftones 
was about twelve feet in height. On the fouthern fide of the village were fimilar mo¬ 
numents of antiquity, the higheft of which meafured eighteen feet, and we continually 
obferved remains of the fame in our route through Sweden. 

In the Danifli ilies, as well as in Slefwic and Holflein, thefe circles occurred no lefs 
frequently than in Sweden, but none of the ftones were large; few which fell under 
my obfervation exceeding fix or feven feet in height, and the greater part were not more 
than two or three. In fome places I noticed two laid edgeways, and upon them an. un¬ 
formed mafs of Hone in an horizontal pofition, which is exactly fimilar to the Britifh 
Cromlech. One of thefe monuments is thus defcribed in Colonel Floyd’s Journal: 

“ About three or four Englifh miles from Corfoer, at the extremity of a wood, {land¬ 
ing on a promontory, I found one of the moll perfect of thefe ancient monuments. I 
obferved a large mound of earth, on the fummit of which large conical granite ftones. 
Handing at fmall intervals from each other, enclofed an oval fpace of a very confiderable 
extent. In the center and higheft point, a huge, Ihapelefs mafs of granite was laid ho¬ 
rizontally on four other ftones, almoft buried beneath the furface of the ground. Near 
*6 it 


CQXE'e TRAVEL3 JN DENMARK, 34$ 

it was another mound, on the top of which another large ftone was placed in a funilar 
manner on four others. I remarked veftiges of trenches; but as the place was covered 
with underwood, and night approached, I could not trace their direction.” . 

To our inquiries in feveral parts of Sweden, concerning the origin of thefe ancient 
relics, the peafants generally anfwered, that they were erected by a race of giants for¬ 
merly inhabiting thefe countries. We have many funilar monuments in our ifland, and 
particularly that of the Rol-rich Hones, near Burford in Oxfordlhire, the Snake’s Head 
of Overton Temple, as defcribed by Stukeley * ; fome of thofe which are delineated in 
Borlafe’s Antiquities of Cornwall, and that circular range in Cumberland, of which Mr. 
Pennant f has given an engraving in his Tour to Scotland, feera molt to refemble thofe 
which I obferved in Sweden and Denmark. I cannot, however, but add, that Qlaus 
Wormius, and other authors, highly exaggerate when they deduce any refemblance be¬ 
tween the ftupendous fabric of Stone Henge, and thefe trifling, though genuine, remains 
of high antiquity, and ftili more erroneoufly conclude from that fanciful refemblance, 
that Stone Henge J was conftrufted by.our Anglo-Saxon anceftors, who migrated from 
thefe northern parts. 

Endlefs controverfies have arifen among the learned concerning their origin and 
deftination ; and each author maintains that they were raifed by that particular nation, 
or feci, which belt fuits his favourite hypothefis. Thus they are fly led by different au¬ 
thors, Celtic, Gothic, Daniflt§, Saxon, Piclic; and by others have been folely attri¬ 
buted to the Druids, a favourite order of men, under whom we are too apt to flicker 
our ignorance. Although thefe rude monuments are undoubtedly of fuch high anti¬ 
quity as almoft to baffle our inquiries, yet we may infer, from hiftorical evidence, that 
they had not all the fame original deftination j fome were raifed as memorials of ma- 

* Stukc ley's Abury, p. 4. tab. ill. p. 40. and tab. xxi. 

f Tour into Scotland, and annexed plate- 

j; It is curious to trace the different fyftema which have been Framed concerning the origin of Stone 
Henge : and to obferve upon what vague and uncertain principles each author has founded his hypo¬ 
thefis. 

The celebrated archffce&, Inigo Jones, in a work entitled Stone Henge reftored,” endeavours to at 
certain , but without fufficient proof, that it was a Roman temple, confecrated to Cesium* and conilrc&d 
between the times of Agricola and Conllantlnc the Great, Dr, Charleton, on the contrary, in his tf Stone 
Henge reftored to the Danes,” entirely overturns the fyttem of Inigo Jones; and contends, with more in¬ 
genuity than argument, that it was built in the beginning of Alfred’s reign by the Danes, who over-tan 
great part nf England, as a place for die election of their kings. 

John Webb, Efq. in * ( A Vindication of Stone Henge reftoredj” refutes, with much learning, the opE* 
nion of Dr. Charleton, but fails in re-eft abli filing the fyflem of Inigo Jones. Some fuppofe It to have 
been eredled in memory of four hundred and fixty Britons mafTacred by Hengift; a chimerical notion, 
arifing merely from the fimilarity of the words Henge and Hengift; others, that it was raifed in honour of 
Aurelius Ambrofms, the laft Britifh king ; and 3 few that it was a fepuichral monument of Bonduca, by 
the Old Britons. 

Dr- Stukeley, in his elaborate treatife on Stone Henge, has completely overturned all thefe 
fyftema of former writers j but is not equally fuccefsfu! in eftablifhing his favourite pofition, that it was % 
Dmidical temple. 

-In a word, all that can be colfefbd, from a diligent examination of the feveral fyitems, Is, that it is a 
monument of very high antiquity, far beyond the reach of hiftor^r or tradition ; and that there are not fuf- 
fccient data by which any certain opinion can be formed of its origin. 

§ Olaus Wofmius, in the true fpirit of national prejudice, fuppofes all thefe monuments to have been 
erefted by the Danes, becaufe great numbers are found in Denmark, upon which affertion Stukeley ob- 
ferveR, their being in Denmark does not prove them to have been founded by the Danes, as they exifted in 
that country long before any mention is made in hiltary of the Danes; but they muft have been raifed be¬ 
fore that people occupied the northern ifles, by the Cimbrians, or Goths of old 3 and if not by them, by 
whom is not known from ftory. 
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terial events; others as fepulchres; but the greater part were probably places, or * ob¬ 
jects* of facred worfliip. In the earlier ages of the world, we find that {tones were 
erefted for all thefe purpofes, and by different nations j but as it would be tedious to 
enumerate the feveral proofs of the afferrion, I muff refer the reader to Borlafe’s Dif- 
fertations on fimilar monuments exiffing in our own country, as the rnoft able writer on 
this fubjedt. How can we pofiibly confine to any particular nation, or religion, cuftoms 
ufed indifcriminately by all in remote periods, or how can we affign their epoch, fince 
moft of them were either raifed before the Chriftian sera, or preceded the introduction 
of the gofpel into thofe parts, when no certain tradition or literary records were extant, 
to afcenaiu their origin? 

* Many inftauces of tlie worfliip of ftones occur among the ancient Pagans; and it appears that fome 
were held no ltfs facred in thefe northern regions. Among others, one was worihipped at Gilia, in Ice- 
land, before the in trod act ion of Chriftianity: “ In Gilia lapitf quern majeres eorum rdigiqfe, coluerar.l t ytpote a. 
geniojuo tutclari inbabUari tradentcs. ,> Kriitni Saga, p. 13. 


tienealogical 


Genealogical Table of the Kings of Denmark, from Harald Blaatand to Christian I. 

i. Harold VI. Blaatand, King of Denmark 939 ; died 989. 


2. Swkyn I. King 989; died 1014. 

I 


- Canotk II. the Great, King 
of Denmark and England, 
died ioj6 i mar. Emma of 
Normandy, and widow of 
Ethelred, King of England. 

1 


Estrida, married UlfJart 


6. Sweyn II. King of Denmark, 1060; died 1074. 


4. Harald Harefoot, 
King of England, 
1036; died 1039. 


5 . HaroIoanotR, 7 . HarIjld, died 8 . CaLutrW. 9 . O^. cJlau 8) 


K. of Denmark, 
1036; d. 1042. 


1080. 


died 1086. 


fometimes called 
Eric IV. d.1103. 

I 


1— 

Harald. 


Canute, St. Duke of Slelwick, King 
of the Obotrites, aflaflinated by 
Magnus fon of Nicholas, 1131. 


12. Eric IV. Emun 
K.H35 ;^d. 1137. 


A daughter Magnus, 
died 1135. 


I 


15. Valdemar I. the Great, King 1137 ; died Il8i. 


14. Sweyn I1L 
died 1157* 


r 


x6. Canute VI. died xaoi. 


-1 

17. Waldemar II. died 1241. 

I 


13. Eric V.Lara. 14- Canute, 

died 1147- joint fove- 

reign with 
Sweyn 111. 
d. H57« 


. J 


1 . _ 


Waldemar, joint fovereign with his father, and fometimes called Waldemar III. d. 1231. 


18. Eric VI. K. 1141; d.1250. ao. Christopher I. King 1130, 

died 12 - 59 * 


19. Abel, King 1250; died i?5Z. 


2i. Eric VU. Glipping, 

K.1259; d. 1286. 


Valdemar, Duke of Slefwick. 


22. Eric VIII. Menved ; IC.1286 ; d. 1319. 


Eric, Duke of Slefwick. ___I_ 

23. Christopher II. K. 1319 ; d. 1334* Maroaret, mar. Nicholaas de \ erde 


24. ValdekYar III. called fometimes Valdemar IV. K. 1340. 
after an interregnum of fix years; died 1375* 


1 1 i HrNRY, died 1427. /.dolp.ius, d. 14S9 GrrARD, d. M 33 - 

Inceburga, m. Henry Duke of Mecklenburgh. a6. Margaret, m. Haqum K. ot 0 f Oldenburg j 

Norway,whodied i;,8o j^Quecn d ed 1440. 


Sophia, mar. Gerard Count ofHolftein. 

- 1 -—-—1 


Maria, married Wratiflas Duke of Pomerania. 


of Denmark, Sweden, and Nor¬ 
way • died 1420, age i 60. 

' 1 


o> 


1 c I-, . , „ OlIus, or Olot, K. 1375; d.'1387. a 9 . Christian I. K. of Deuir.ark, 1448. 

7. Eric IX. of Pomerania; K. T420; Sophia, m. John, fon of 5* 
depofed 1439 5 m * 1406, Philip- Robert, Emperor of Ger- 

pina daughter of Henry IV. of many,and Elector Palatine. 

England; d. in Pomerania 1449 * I_ 

18. C Kristopher III. of Bavaiia, K. upon, the depoSdon of Erie, 1439 i J ' *448- 
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Genealogical Table of the Kings of Denmark of the Houfe of Oldenbur: 


I. Cbjustias I. Count of Oldenburg and Delroenlioi-ftj Xing of Denmark, Sweden, end Norway, 1448: died 1481. 


2. Jo 11 died 1513, 


Margaret, mar. James 111 - K< of Scotland. 


C* 


3. Christian II. depofed IJ2J ; m. Elizabeth fifterof the Emperor Charles V, died 1559 * 


4. Fur D tto c I. K. upon the depofitlon of Chriflian II. ** 
in 15 23 ; < 1 .1533 ; idw. r. Anne of Braude nburgh; 

2. Sophia, Piincefs of Pomerania Stettin. 


3 ohNj died 
1 J 3 ^ 
Radbon, 
aged 14- 


" 7 “— 

Dorothy, in. in *532, 
Frederic II. Elector 
Palatine; and died 
ijEo, without iffue. 


7 I - cr 

Christina, m. 1 . Francis^ Sforza 
Duke of Milan l 2. Francis Duke 
of Loraine, from whom de¬ 
fended,* in a regular line, Fran'- 
- cis late Emperor of Germany. 


1 - 

5. Christian III. 

died T55S ; mar, 
Dorothy of Sa*e 
Lawenhurgh- 


Adolphus, author of 
the line of the Dukes 
of Hoiftem-Gottorpt 
from whom defeend- 
erl FeturIl[,of Ruifia. 


Elizabeth. m. Ulric Duke of 
Mecklenburg})* 

r nmiiA, ro- Frederic II. 


6 . Frederic II, b. 1534; 
d, 1588 j m, Sophia Princefs 
of MeckUnburgh. 


Magnus, b. t L s40; Biflmpof 
JEfel and PUten> and titular 
K. of Livonia; d i$ 


John, Duke of Slefwitk, L IJ4J l died 162*11 

author of the branches of Sonderboi g, Norborg, 
Gluckfborg, and Pken. 


Dorothy, b. 1546, m * Maximilian 
Duke of Jjtuieburgh; from whom 
the EleOors of Hanover. 


I 

Elizabeth b. 1573; m, 
Henry Duke bfBrunfwiek 
Lunenburgh. 


Anne, b. 1574; m-Jame* 
King of England, 


Christian b 1603; 
died 1647. 


y Christian V. b. 1646* d. 1699; 
m. Char lotto Amelia of nefl"e CaUch 


1 


7. Christian IV. b. 1^77 » d* 1648; 
in. Anne Catharine Princefs of Bran¬ 
denburg 


John, b. 1583; died 
at Mofcow idea. 


S. Frbdibic 111 , h. 1609 ; d. 1670; m, Sophia 
Amelu, Princefs of Bruiifwick. Lunenburgh* 

I 


George, b. 165 3 j m* Anne Queen of England. 


Ulmc, d. 1603. 


Several daughters, among whom Ulrica Lleo* 
noia, m. to Charles XI. King of Sweden. 


10. Frederic 


ivl b. 


1671; d. X730. 


II. Christian VI. b. 1699 1 d. 1746 i mar, Chriftmi Sophia Princefs of Brandenburg Bareith* 


12. Frederic V. born 1723; died 1765,; mar, 


f. 1. Louifa, 


daughter of George 11 - King of England; a. Juliana Maria, daughter of Ferdinand Albert of 
£ runfwick-W olfenbettel. 


r 


tt. CiUU&TTAf* VH. b, 1749 s So put a MAGD.n LENA, born 
ri, £ ir- Matilda, Oder of 17461 itn Gnilavus HL the 

George Hi- King of Eng- late King of Sweden* 

land. 


I 


Fred zr i c, horn 1768; 
m- daughter of Charles 
Prince of Heffe-CafTeL 


Lsuisa Augusta, b. I 77 1 s 

m. Frederia t hrtftiatt, He¬ 
reditary Prince of ’ rolftein-* 
Sonderborg-Auguftenborg. 


I 


"WhcnELMiNA Carolina, 
b. 1750; m* William He¬ 
reditary Prince of He He* 
CaiTeL 


Louisa, b* 17 50; nt. Charles 
fecund fon of Frederic, Laud- 
grave of HeUe-CaHel. 


Frederic, h. 17 53; 
m. Sophia Frederica 
Princefs of Mecklea- 
burgle Seljwejtb. 


COXE’s TRAVELS IN DENMARK. 



























COXE's TRAVELS IN DENMARK* 


353 


APPENDIS, No* I. 

List of the Danish Army* 


Infantry.—Danifli and Holftein.—Regulars and Militia* 


Foot Guards, reg. 

Danifh royal regiment, mixt 
Norway ditto, mixt 
King's ditto, mixt 
Queen's ditto, mixt 
Prince Royal's ditto, mixt 
Prince Frederic's ditto, mixt 
Jutland ditto, mixt 
Gldenburgh ditto, mixt 


48 6 
1778 
1778 
1778 
1778 
1778 

1778 

1778 

1778 


Brought forward - 14,710 

Bornholm ditto, mixt - - *77® 

Slefwic ditto, mixt - « 1778 

Holftein ditto, mixt - - *77® 

Falfter ditto, mixt - - 1778 

Moen ditto, mixt - - * 77 ® 

Delraenhorft's ditto, mixt * *77® 

Total of Danifh and Holftein Infantry 25,378 


Carried forward 

14,710 


■t 

Infantry of Norway* 

Regiment of Sunder held, reg. 

Ditto of Nordenfeeld, reg. - 
Firft reg. Agerhuus, national 

Second ditto, nat. 

Firft ditto, Smaalchen, nat. 

Second, ditto nat, 

Firft, ditto Drontheim, nat* 

Second ditto, nat* 

Third ditto, nat. 

Firft, ditto Oplande, nat. 

Second ditto, nat. 

ij 7 6 

1376 

1956 

1956 

l800 

2082 

2082 

I916 

2089 

2075 

1916 

Brought forward 

Firft ditto of Bergenhuus, nat. 

Second ditto of Bergenhuus, nat. 

Firft ditto Vertebeck, nat. 

Second, ditto nat. 

Corps of light troops, nat* 

Regiment of artillery, mixt 

Corps of engineers, reg* 

Total of Infantry of Norway 

Carried Forward 

20,624 



20,624 

1916 

1916 

1916 

1916 

960 

2771 

34 

32*053 


Cavalry.—DaniHi and Holftein. 


Horfe Guards, regulars 
Royal Danifh regiment* mixt 
N or w ay ditto, mi xt 
Firft regiment of Zealand, mixt 
Second ditto, mixt 
Of Jutland, mixt 

Carried forward 


Firft Regiment of dragoons, nat. 
Firft ditto of SundenfieJd, nat* 
Second ditto, national 
Third ditto, nat* 

Regiment of Nordenfield, nat. 

Total of Norway Cavalry 


161 

582 

582 

582 

582 

582 


Funen, mixt 
Siefwic, mixt 
Holftein, mixt 


Brought forward 


3071 

Cavalry of Norway* 


1168 

1168 

1167 

1079 

ro 79 
r * 
5661 


Total of Cavalry 
Total of Infantry 

Total of the Danifh troops 


3071 

582 

582 

582 


Total of Danifh and Holftein Cavalry 4817 


10,47 S 

57*43 1 

1 —»■- 

67,909 


VOL. VI, 


z z 
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No. II. 

List of the Danish Navy iu 1779. 


Names. 


1. Chriftian VII. 

2. Superb 

3. Sophia Frederica 

4. Juftitia 

5. Vandal 

6. Queen Louifa 

7. Copenhagen 

8. Queen Juliana 

9. Prince Royal 
1 o. Denmark 

11. Jutland 

12. Prince Frederic 

13. Oere-Sund 

14. Northern Lion 

15. Elephant 

16. Oldenburgh - 

17. North Star 

18. Zealand 

19. Neptune 

20. Storman 

21. Iceland 

22. Viftory 

23. Princefs Sophia Magdalena 

24. Princefs "Wilhelmina 

25. Danebrog 

26. Holftein 

27. Wagria 

28. Infoeds Retten 

29. Ditmarfien 

30. Delmenhurft 
rjr. Ebenezer 

32. Nettleblad 

33. Funen 

34. Greenland 

35. Saint Croix 

36. Mars 

37. Slefwic 

38. Difco 


Ships of the Line. 



Guns. 

Station. 

_ 

9 ° 

Copenhagen 

* 

80 

Ditto 

- 

74 

Ditto 

• 

74 

Ditto 

* 

70 

Ditto 

- 

70 

Ditto 

* 

70 

Ditto 

* 

70 

Ditto 

- 

70 

Ditto 

_ 

70 

Ditto 

** 

70 

North Sea 

* 

70 

Copenhagen 

- 

70 

Ditto 

•ft 

70 

Ditto 

m 

7 ° 

Ditto 

m 

60 

Ditto 

m 

60 

Ditto 


60 

Ditto 


60 

Ditto 

m 

60 

Ditto 


60 

Ditto 

m 

60 

Ditto 


60 

Ditto 

— 

60 

Ditto 

_ 

60 

Ditto 

m 

60 

Ditto 

m 

60 

Ditto 

_ 

60 

Ditto 


5 ° 

Ditto 


50 

Ditto 


5 ° 

North Sea 

_ 

5 ° 

Copenhagen 

• 

5 ° 

Ditto 

* 

5 ° 

North Sea 

_ 

5 ° 

Ditto 

- 

50 

Copenhagen 

- 

5 ° 

Ditto 

- 

44 

Ditto 


When built. 


1767. 

- 1768. 

■' * 775 - 

- 1777 - 

- 1742. For Parade 

* 1744 - 

. 1744. Condemned 

- 1752. Ditto 

- J 75 6 - 

- 1757 - 

- 1760. 

- 1761. 

- 1766. 

- I 7 6 5 - 

- 1769. 

- 1740. Condemned 

- 1746. For Parade 

- 1750. Ditto 

- 1750. Ditto 

- 1751. Ditto 

- 1751. Ditto 

- 1754 * 

* 1763* 

- 1764. 

* I 77 2 - 

- J 77 2 - 

- J 773 - 

- *7 76 - 

* 1742. Condemned 

- 1743. Ditto 

- * 75 8 - 

- 1746. Condemned 

- 1746. Parade 

- 

- 1 75 8 - 

- 1760. 

- 1766. 

* 1778 - 


Frigates. 
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Frigates. 




Names. 



Guns. 

Station. 

When built. 

i. Pearl 


• 

34 

Copenhagen 

- 

1772. 

i. Kiel 

- 

- 

3 6 

Ditto 

- 

I 775 - 

3. Bornholm 


- 

3 6 

Ditto 

- 

1774. 

4. Moen 


- 

3 6 

Ditto 

- 

1777. 

5. Croneborg 


- 

34 

Ditto 

- 

1776 . 

6 . Chriftiana 


- 

34 

Ditto 



7. Dockin 


- 

24 

Ditto 

- 

1750. Parade. 

8. Moen 



28 

- 

- 

I 75 2 - 

9. Blue Eagle 


- 

3 ° 

- 

- 

1753. Parade. 

10. Savage 


- 

18 

- 

* 

1754. Parade. 

1 1 . Chriftianborg 


- 

34 

North Sea 

- 


12. Sea Horie 


- 

18 

Copenhagen 

- 

1758. 

13. Langeland 


- 

18 

Ditto 

- 

J 75 8 * 

14. Falfter 

- 

- 

3 ° 

Ditto 

- 

1760. 

15. Syren 


- 


Ditto 



16. Tranquebar 


* 

34 

Ditto 

- 

1761. 

17. Alfen 


- 


Ditto 



18. Chriftiana 


- 

3 ° 

Ditto 

- 

1766. 

19. Feroe 


r 

34 

Ditto 

- 

1766. 

20. Sanroe 


- 

22 

Ditto 

- 

1770. 




Swivels. 




Eagle Royal Yacht 

- 

- 

26 

Copenhagen 

- 

* 756 - 


Bomb Ketches.—Bravery} Serious; Comet; Courage } Dragon. 
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TRAVELS IN NORWAY: 


By the Same* 


Chap. L— General Remarks on Norway .— Hiftory.— Geography.—Benefits of the Norway 

Law .— PeafanU. — Climate. 

NORWAY was formerly an independent kingdom, governed by its own hereditary 
fovereigns. On the demife of Hagen the Fifth, in 13 1 9 » without male iffue, his grand- 
fon in the female line, Magnus Smek, united the kingdoms of Sweden and Norway. 
Magnus was fucceeded on the throne of Norway by his fon Hagen the Sixth, hufband 
of the celebrated Margaret; and at his deceafe, in 1380, Norway was united to Den¬ 
mark by their fon Olof the Fifth j who dying without iffue, Margaret herfelf was railed 
to the throne by the unanimous fuffrages of the nation. On her death it defeended, with 
Denmark and Sweden, to her nephew, Eric of Pomerania. Sweden, was afterwards fe- 
parated from Denmark by the valour and addrefs of Guftavus Vafa; but Norway has 
continued united to the crown of Denmark. 

Norway is formed by nature into two great divifions, Northern, and Southern or 
Norway Proper, feparated from each other by the fmall Swedilh province of Hern- 
dahl. 

Northern Norway is a long and narrow flip of land, extending as far as North Cape, 
beyond the feventy-firft degree of latitude, the mod northern point of Europe ; it is di¬ 
vided into Nordland and Finnmark, and comprehended in the government of Dron- 
theim. 

Southern or Norway Proper, is bounded to the north and eaft by Sweden, and to 
the weft and fouth by the northern ocean. It is divided into four governments, Agger- 
huus or Chriftiana, Chriftianfand, Berghen, and Drontheim. 

Although Norway comprehends a large traft of territory, yet from its rocky foil and 
climate, the number of inhabitants is by no means proportionate to the extent of the 
country. Perhaps the following tables, giving the number of births and deaths during 
feven years, may afUft in forming a probable Abatement of the population : 


mi- 


. 

Births. 

23.33 1 

m 

Deaths. 

15.655 

1778. 

- 

- 

23,487 

* 

15,222 

1 779- 

- 

- 

23,862 

- 

- 20,768 

1780. 

- 


24,711 

* 

18,523 

1781. 

- 

- 

24.153 


16,072 

1782. 


- 

23,944 

- 

17.503 

*7 83* 

- 

- 

21,554 

" 

*9.357 


Sum total 

165,042 


123,100 
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By dividing one hundred and fixty-five thoufand and forty-two, the fum total of births 
during the feven years, by feven, we have twenty-three thoufand five hundred and fe- 
venty-feven for the annual average of births; and by dividing one hundred and twenty- 
three thoufand one hundred, the fum total of deaths, by the fem<? number, we have 
feventeen thoufand five hundred and eighty-five for the annual average of deaths. If, 
on a fuppofition that in the whole kingdom one in thirty-five dies annually, we multi¬ 
ply feventeen thoufand five hundred and eighty-five, the annual number of deaths, by 
thirty-five, we have fix hundred and fifteen thoufand four hundred and feventy-five for 
the population of Norway. Or, if, we multiply twenty three thoufand five hundred and 
fevenly-feven, the annual number of births, by thirty, the ufual mode * * * § of calculation, 
we have feven hundred and feven thoufand three hundred and ten; and by allowing for 
otniffions, we cannot eftimate the probable population of all Norway, at more than feven 
hundred and fifty thoufand fouls. 

The Norwegians, being the lame race with the Danes, and long connected with them 
in religion and government, fpeak the feme language, though with a mixture of pro¬ 
vincial exprellions. According to Wilfe t, a native writer, the gentry and inhabitants 
of the principal towns, allowing for a few provincial expreflions, fpeak purer Danilh 
than is ufual even in Denmark, not excepting Copenhagen; the inhabitants of the 
eaftern confines bordering on Sweden, naturally blend many Swedilh words; through¬ 
out the whole country, the general accent and cadence is more analogous to the 
Swedilh j than to the Dutch pronunciation, and the inhabitants on the weftern coafts, 
who have a more conftant communication with the Danes, partake lefs of this pe¬ 
culiarity. 

The Norwegians maintain their own army, which confilts of twenty-four thoufand 
infantry, and fix thoufand cavalry. The troops are much efteemed for bravery, and 
like the Swifs mountaineers, exceedingly attached to their country. The horfes which 
fupply the cavalry are fmall, but ftrong, active, and hardy. 

Every peafent (thofe excepted who inhabit the coafts, and are clafled as feilors) not 
bom in a town, or on fome noble eftate, is by birth a foldier, and enrolled, at the age 
of fixteen. From that year, until he has attained the age of twenty-fix, he is clafled in 
the young militia; at twenty-fix he enters into the old militia, and continues to ferve 
till thirty-fix, at which period he receives his difcharge. The militia take the field every 
year in June, and remain encamped about a month. 

Norway is bleffed with a particular code, called the Norway Law, compiled by 
Grieffelfeld, at the command of Chriftian the Fifth, the great legiflator of his country. 
By this law, the palladium of Norway, the peafants are free, a few only excepted on 
certain noble eftates near Frederickftadt. But the fpirit of this law extends itfelf even 
to thofe ferfs; for no proprietor can have more than one of thefe privileged eftates, and 
un lefs he poffeffes a title or certain rank, and refides on his eftate, he lofes his privilege, 
and the peafants become free. 

The benefits of the Norway Code are fo vifible in its general effects on the happinefs 
and in the appearance of the peafants, that a traveller mu ft be blind who does not in- 
ftantly perceive the difference between the free peafants of Norway and the enflaved 
vaffals | of Denmark, though both living under the feme government. 

* See Dr. Price on Annuities. -J- Wilfe’s Reife, p. 28. 

t The Swedilh and Danilh languages are both dialects of the Teutonic or German, and are both fpoken 

in a Urging or chaunting tone. The Swede3 have a more varied and lively pronunciation. 

§ This remark was made before the emancipation of the Danilh peafants. 

Many 
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Many of the peafants derive their lineage from the ancient nobles, and fome even 
from the royal line: they greatly pride themfelves on this fuppofed defcent, and are 
careful not to give their children in marriage but to their equals in birth and blood. 

A curious cuftom prevails in Norway, called ode/s right, or right of inheritance, by 
which the proprietor of freeholds may re-purchafe an eftate, which either he or any of 
his anceftors have fold, provided he can prove the title of his family. In order to en¬ 
force this right, his anceftors and he muft have declared every tenth year, at the fef- 
fions, that they lay claim to the eftate, but are unable to redeem it; and whenever he 
or his heirs, acquire a fufEcient fum, then the poffeflbr muft, on receiving the money, 
relinquilh the eftate to the odeh-man. For this reafon, the peafants who are freeholders 
keep a ft rift account of their pedigree. This cuftom is attended with advantages and 
difad vantages. It fixes the affe&ions of thepeafant on his native place, and he improves 
with pleafure thofe poffeffions which are fo ftrongly fecured to him, while it increafes 
the confequence and excites the induftry of his family. On the contrary, the eftate 
lofes its value when fold to another perfon, becaufe, as the purchafer poffeffes only a 
precarious tenure, he is not difpoled to improve the lands, as if he poffeffed the free¬ 
hold. 

The Norwegian peafants poffefs much fpirit and fire in their manner, are frank and 
undaunted, yet not infolent; never fawning on their fuperiors, yet paying a proper re- 
fped to thofe above them. Their principal mode of falute is by offering their hand ; 
and when we gave or paid them a trifle, inftead of returning thanks by word or by a 
bow, they fliook our hands with great franknefs and cordiality. 

The peafants are well clothed and well lodged, and appear to poffefs more comforts 
and conveniences than any which I have feen in the courfe of my travels, excepting in 
fome parts of Switzerland. They weave their ordinary cloth and linen, and they make 
alfo a kind of fluff like a Scotch plaid- The coats of the men are principally made of a 
ftone-coloured cloth, and ornamented with red button-holes, and white metal buttons. 
The women, while employed in their houfehold affairs, frequently, as in Sweden, ap¬ 
pear only in a petticoat and fliift, with a collar reaching to the throat, and a black fafh 
tied round the waift. Their linen is remarkably fine, and, as they are ufually well made, 
this mode of drefs difplays their figure to the higheft advantage. 

The common food oi the peafant is milk, cheefe, dried or falted fifli, and fome- 
times, but rarely, flefh or dried meat, oatbread called Jladbrod , baked in fmall cakes 
about the fize and thicknefs of a pancake, which is ufually made twice a year. I obferved 
a woman employed in preparing it: having placed over the fire a round iron plate, 
fhe took a handful of dough, and rolled it out with a rolling-pin to the fize of the 
plate; file then placed it on the plate, and baked it on one fide, then turned it with a 
fmall ftick. In this manner flie prepared a great number in lefs than a quarter of an 
hour, and I was informed that a woman, in a Tingle day, can bake fufEcient for the fa¬ 
mily during a whole year. In times of fcarcity, they alfo ufe the bark of trees, gene¬ 
rally of the fir ; this bark is dried before the fire, ground to powder, mixed with oat¬ 
meal, baked, and eat like bread j it is bitterifh, and affords but little nourifhment. As 
a luxury, the peafants eat Jharke or thin Jiices of meat, fprinkled with fait, and dried in 
the wind. Eke hung beef $ alfo a foup made like a hafty-pudding of oatmeal or barley- 
meal, which is rendered palatable, by adding a pickled herring or falted rtiackarel. The 
ufe of potatoes has been lately introduced ; but thofe roots do not grow to any fize in a 
country where the fu miner is fo fliort. 

Fabricius strongly recommends, in times of fcarcity, the moffes and lichens, and par¬ 
ticularly the lichen ijlandicus , which yields a nourifhing fuftenance, and is commonly 
ufed for food in Iceland. Accord- 
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According to a feries of meteorological obfervations by Mr. Wilfe, pallor of Syde¬ 
borg, near Frederickfhall, it fnows mofl in December and the middle of January * rains 
moft in April* Auguft, and Oftober. The cleareft weather is from the middle of Jane 
to the middle of July, and during the whole month of March. Winds are moft vio¬ 
lent in the middle and latter end of April, May, and Oftober. The (tilleft feafon is 
in January ; from the tenth of June to the eleventh of July, and in the middle of Au- 
guft, a circumftance very favourable to the oat harveft, which of all corn is more liable 
to caft its ripe grain in windy weather. If we compare the climate of Norway with the 
climate of London, March at London is like April and the beginning of May in Nor¬ 
way, and the March of Norway is our January. On account of the frequent fpring 
frofts, feeds ought not to be fown in gardens before the twentieth of May, and the 
frofts of the latter end of Auguft are no lefs detrimental. 

The heat and cold varies fo much in Norway, that in June or July, the mercury in 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer, as obferved by Mr. "Wilfe at Sydeborg, not unufualiy rifes to 
88, and on the firft of January 1782, fell to—22, or 54 degrees below the freezing 
point. At Eger according to ProfefTor StroenTs obfervations, it fell on the fame day 
to—36^; and at Kongfberg to-—40, or yz below freezing point, a degree of cold 
by which quickfilver is congealed. This extreme rife and fall of the quickfilver makes 
a difference of 11 o degrees between the greateft heat and greateft cold at the fame 
place; a difference much more confiderable than is obferved at Upfala or Stockholm, 
which lie nearly in the fame latitude as Sydeborg. 

In fome places vegetation is fo quick, that com is fown and cut in fix or feven weeks. 
Tillage cannot generally be flouriftiing in a country, which is in many parts fo rocky 
as to defy the plough; where the climate is fo fevere that the hoar frofts begin in Sep¬ 
tember, and where the cold in the highlands prevents the maturity of the corn. The 
fmall vallies, and the intervals between the rocks, are ufually provided with a fruitful 
foil, and the induftry of the peafants covers the naked rocks and fandy grounds with 
a new earth; yet the arable grounds are few, and no parts of Norway yield fuffi- 
cient corn for interior confumption, except the diftrifts of Hedemark, Toten, and 
Ringerike. 

This deficiency is oceafioned by the nature of the climate and foil. In fpring, and 
in the firft fummer months, the drought and heat are frequently fo intolerable, and the 
vegetable mould fo thin, that the roots of the corn and grafs are burned up, if a few 
days of funfiiine fucceed each other without rain. The greater part of the foil is alfo 
fo much blended with fand, that too much rain cannot fall in fpring and fummer. In 
autumn, on the contrary, the deereafed warmth, and great quantity of rain, prevents 
the corn from ripening, and not unufualiy, even in favourable feafons it is almoft fpoil- 
ed by the violent autumnal rains. Alfo the fmall quantity of arable land feldom lies 
fallow, but is fowed every year, and therefore requires more manure than can be ufu¬ 
ally procured. 

All tbefe circumftances counteraft the induftry of the farmers; even in the moft fa¬ 
vourable feafons, a confiderable importation of corn is annually neceffary ; but in unfa¬ 
vourable harvefts the utmoft dearth is experienced in the inland parts, as the tranfport 
of the corn from the fea coafts is highly expenfive. 

In order to dry the com expofed to the heavy rains, the peafants fix in the ground 
worked poles ten feet high, place rows of other poles tranfverfely, on which they file the 
jneaves, the lowermoft row hanging about two feet from the ground. They are a lib 
rrequently obliged to bake the corn in wooden flieds, heated by means of ftoves. 

As 
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As Norway, therefore, does not produce fufficient com for its own confumption, 
Denmark enjoys the exclusive privilege of fupplying with grain that part called Suden- 
fields, comprehending the two governments of Aggerhuus and Chriftianfand. This 
monopoly frequently occafions a fcarcity; but though fometimes attended with great 
inconveniences and occafional diftrefs, yet will not be aboliflied without great difficulty, 
becaufe the Danifh nobles, who are at the head of affairs, find their intereft in its con¬ 
tinuance. 

But Norway, however deficient in arable land, is exceedingly rich in pafture, and 
abounds in cattle. The mode of keeping cows is fimilar to that pradtifed in the moun¬ 
tains of Switzerland. About the middle of May they are turned into meadows; to¬ 
wards the middle of June driven to the heights, or into the forelts, where they continue 
till autumn. The cows are ufually tended by a woman, who inhabits a fmall hut, 
milks them twice a day, and makes butter and cheefe on the fpot. On their return 
the cattle are paftured in the meadows, until the fnow fets in about the middle of 
October, when they are removed to the ftables, and fed during winter with four-fifths 
of ftraw, and one fifth of hay. The horfes are ufually foddered with hay during win¬ 
ter, and are feldom fent to grafs before the beginning of June. In fome places the cat¬ 
tle are fed with falted fifh. 

Agriculture has been of late greatly meliorated, and the landed eftates are increafed 
within thefe laft fifty years near one third in value, a circumftance principally owing to 
the labours and encouragement of the patriotic fociety, which gives premiums for the 
beft improvements and inftrudtions in every part of farming. 

The filheries, particularly on the weftern coaft, furnifh employment and wealth to 
the natives, and are the means of fupplying the beft feamen for manning the Danilh 
fleet in times of war. The principal filh, which, dried and faked, furnifli fo considera¬ 
ble an article of exportation, are the cod, the ling, and the whiting : the livers, befides, 
yield train oil, and the fmalleft fifli are given as winter fodder to the cattle. 

The herring filhery is not fo profitable as formerly, as the fhoals, which ufed to fre¬ 
quent the coafts of Norway, in their progrefs from the North Pole, now keep at a 
great diftance from thefe Chores, and firft approach the rocks of Marftrand and Stroem- 
ftrand, which has transferred to the Swedes the principal herring fifhery in thefe parts, 
though ftill fufficient profit accrues to thofe enterprizing fifhermen who venture fur¬ 
ther from the coafts. Salmon are taken partly in the bays, and partly in the rivers, as 
they afcend the ftream in fpring for the purpofe of fpawning, and are cured by fairing 
and fmoking, Mackarel might alfo be caught in much larger quantities; but many of 
the Norwegians are prejudiced againft them, from a ftrange notion, that lhoals of mac¬ 
karel often attack and devour the human fpecies, when bathing in the fea. 

The extenfive forefts of Norway, which furnifli fuch riches to the proprietors, and fo 
much employment to the natives, are applied to feveral purpofes. 1. For fpars, beams, 
and planks, which are exported in large quantities. 2. For charcoal, required for 
fmelring ores, for the glafs furnaces, and other manufaflures. The wood ufed for this 
purpofe is ufually of an inferior fort, and chiefly in the inland parts, where the tranfport 
of planks is too expenfive. 3. For building, the greater part of the houfes in Norway 
being conftrufted of wood; for although there is plenty of ftone, yet the tranfport of 
the materials, and lime, are too expenfive for common ufe. 4. For the roads, which in 
the more northern parts, are almoft entirely formed with wood. 5, For turpentine, 
for which the oldeft trees are moftly ufed. 6. For fencing and enclofing the fields, 
quiekfet hedges being almoft unknown. The wood ufed for enclofures is chiefly pine 

or 
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or fir, and mu ft be renewed every three or four years, 7. For fuel. 8. For manure, 
by the Dune procefs of burning trees and manuring the foil with the allies, wihich is prac¬ 
ticed in Sweden, and is fo definitive to the iorefts. 

Betides thefe general ufes, particular trees are beneficially employed for various pur- 
pofes. The bark of the pine or fir, and alfo of the elm, which is not common in Nor¬ 
way, is dried, ground, and mixed with meal, and is boiled up with other food for fwine, 
who thrive much upon it. The birch, which flourithes in thefe northern regions, is no 
lefs Serviceable, it is more generally ufed for fuel than any other wood. The cuter 
bark, or the white rind, on account of its firmnefs and Tap, eafily efcapes putrefaction 
even in the damped places, and for this reafon is employed for covering the roofs of the 
houfes. 'This mode of roofing occafions fuch a large confumption of the outward bark, 
that the birch which are felled would not fupply a diffident quantity; it is, therefore, 
not unufual to {trip off the outward bark while the tree is {landing, and if peeled with 
care, it always grows again. The inner bark of the birch is applied like the bark of 
oak for tanning hides, fifliing-nets, and fails, which it renders more durable. 'This 
tree alfo fupplies a kind of wine; a hole is bored ill the trunk, and the liquor diftils into 
a flafk placed underneath. The tree fuffers little damage, if the hole is immediately 
clofed by a wooden peg. The twigs of the birch, as well as the elder and afpen, are 
given to horfes in fcarcity of fodder. A decoction of oak leaves in beer is ufed by the 
peafanls as a fomentation for the rheumatifm. 

The general exports are tallow, butter, fait, dried fiffi, timber and planks, horfes and 
horned cattle, filver, alum, Pruffian blue, copper, of which the celebrated mine of flo¬ 
ras yields annually to the value of 67,500k; and iron, of which the mod productive 
mine is near Arendal. 

Norway abounds in lakes and rivers, more than any country I ever vifited excepting 
Switzerland. It is remarkable for the number and beauty of the bays fringed with 
wood. Many of the lakes are fo large, that they appear like inlets of the fea, and the 
bays fo fmall, that they appear like lakes ; but I am anticipating my journal. 

Chap, II.— Fredericfha/L — Forlrefs of Frederksflehi. — Obfervathm on the Death of 
Charles the Twelfth. — Tifledal .— Frederksfladt, — Cbrifliana. 

SEPTEMBER 4. Norway is feparated from Sweden by the bay of Swinefund, 
which in this part forms a fir ait between the perpendicular rocks, fo narrow as to bear 
the appearance of a river, yet fo deep as to admit {hips of the greateft burden. On the 
Swediffi fide our paflports were examined by a cuftom-houfe officer ; and on the oppo- 
fite fhore, our baggage was flightly infpeted by a Danifii officer, who dwells in a com¬ 
fortable houfe overhanging the edge of the ivater. 

In a few miles we reached Frederic {hall, the frontier town of Norway, {landing on the 
extremity of the Swinefund, at the mouth of the river Tifte. The principal commerce 
of the town confifts in the exportation of planks to England. The wood is floated 
down the Tifte fometimes above one hundred Engliffi miles, from the interior parts of 
the country, and fawed here; for which purpofe thirty-fix faw-mills are ere£ted on the 
banks of the river, which forms a feries of cataracts. 

1 he harbour is fafe and commodious ; but the large quantity of faw-duft from th,e 
different faw-mills choaks the river up in many parts, and occafions an annual expence 
for clearing. 'The port poflefles a few immunities ; goods landed for exportation pay 
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tio duty, unlefs opened for home confumption, and then are charged with the ufual im« 

^ The town contains three thoufand inhabitants; the ftreets are airy ; the honfes are 
built of wood painted red, and a few white. 

On the l'ummit of an almoft perpendicular rock, which overhangs the town, hands 
the ftrong and hitherto impregnable fortrefs of Fredericsftein, rendered memorable by 
the death of the northern lion, as Charles the Twelfth is lbmetimes emphatically ftyled. 
The fpot where he was killed, which was once marked by a pillar ere&ed by tha King 
of Denmark, but pulled down at the requeft of the King of Sweden, is at the extremity 
of the Governor’s garden, at the bottom of the fteep rock, on which hands the fort of 
Gullenlowe. It was to me particularly interefting ; for it convinced me that a final! 
ball might have reached Charles, the diftance from the neareft baftion being-not more 
than five or fix hundred yards. Nor could I avoid remarking, that Motraye’s plan of 
Fredericsftein and the adjacent batteries is in many parts extremely defetive; and from 
the heft information that l have cohered, both his and Voltaire’s account of the King’s 
death, and particularly of the wound which occafioited it, are very inaccurate. 

But in order to obtain farther and more complete information concerning the pro¬ 
bable caufe of the death of Charles, 1 called on Bonk Fnketfon of Tiftedal, a Norwegian, 
aged ninety-five, who was in his "twenty-eighth year when he ferved as a gunner of 
the Danifh garrifon during the fiege of Fredericsftein. By means of a gentleman of 
Frederidhall, who politely accompanied me to this old man’s houfe, and condefeended 
to be tny interpreter, I procured the following intelligence; which 1 fliall give to the 
reader, in queftion and anfwer, as I obtained it. 

Do you think that the King was (hot fi;om the ramparts, or aflafiinated by any of his 
own troops ? From the ramparts undoubtedly. —What kind of ftiot was fired againft the 
Swedilh trenches? All forts , and particularly fmall jhoi in cartouches from cannon.— 
Could the Kins;, in the place where he was, be reached by a fmall Ihot? Tes, very 
eafdy ; as a /mail foot could take effett at twice the dijiance.— Were many foldiers killed 
near him? Very many ; they fell about him like fir aw, in fuch numbers that they were bu¬ 
ried on the fpot.' The place was alfo fo much expojed to the fire from the ramparts, that the 
Swedes could not venture to work in the trenches by day , but only by night.— From what 
fortrefs do you think Charles received his death: from Oberberg, or from the citadel ? 
Certainly from the batteries of the citadel, which bore upon the place , and not from Qbei berg^ 
from which it was defended by an intervening hill. I then ferved in the fortrefs of Oberberg ; 
itnd we did not that nightfire afinglejhotfrom thence'*. 

From this circumftantial evidence, given by a perfon who ferved in the garrifon of 
Fredericsftein at the time of the fiege, and who had no prejudices or intereft to bias or 
miflead him, joined to my own obfervations on the fpot, 1 am convinced that Charles 
might have been eafily reached by a fmall ball from the ramparts of the citadel; and 
that the confident aflertions of thole perfons who pretend that he could not be touched 
by a mulket-ball, are totally groundlefs. 

The queftion, therefore, in regard to the death of Charles, is now reduced to amort 
compafs; and all the vague anecdotes and uncertain conjectures, which, without any 
foundation, attribute his death to affafi'mation, can weigh nothing againft pofitive fa& f. 


* This thews thefalfity of Motraye’s account, which fays, that the King was (hot from the fortrefs of 
Oberburgh. t Book vii. Chap. 3. 

EnkclfcCtt 
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Enkelfdn described Charles as tall and thin his hair fhort, thick, and curling, witlr 
an animated countenance. He {hewed us a wooden chair, in which Charles was fitting 
when he was {hot. _ The old man recollected to have feen the King three times, once 
in particular in Fredericfhall. Sitting at the window of a houfe inhabited by one of 
the magistrates, he obferved Charles in the oppofite houfe. While the batteries from 
the citadel were firing heavily at the enemy’s trenches, a young woman, who was look¬ 
ing at the King from one of the windows of the magiftrate’s houfe, chanced to drop a 
ring into the ftreet. Charles taking notice of her, find, “ Madam, do the guns of this 
place always make fuch an uproar r” 41 Never,” returned the girl, “ but when we are 
honoured with fuch illuflrious vifitors as Your Majefty.” The King was much pleafed 
with the anfwer, and ordered one of his fotdiers to take up the ring and return it. 

The village of Tiftedal is fituated three miles from Frederiefhall, on a beautiful cata¬ 
ract of the Tide, which precipitates itfelf in continued but irregular falls, and turns fe- 
veral faw-mills that fornj pifturefque objects, as they impend over the torrent. Above 
the village is a villa called Vake, from which we commanded a delightful profpefl. To¬ 
wards the inland parts, afinall lake beautifully fringed with pafture and wood; below, 
the Tide forming a feries of cataracts, then winding through a fmall valley and between 
tvyo ridges of rocks, fhaded with pines and underwood ; the bay of the fea fprinkled 
with rocky iHands^ the town of Frcdericfiiall and itscaftle towering on thefummit of a 
perpendicular rock clofingthe view. 

Fredericsftadt, diftant from Frederiefhall four Norwegian, or nearly twenty-fix Eng- 
lifli miles. Hands on the river Glomme, is the nioft regular fortrefs in this part of Nor¬ 
way, and contains an arfenal amply fupplied with arms for the militia, in cafe of a rup¬ 
ture with Sweden. It was built in 1567, by Frederic the Second, ftrengthened by Fre¬ 
deric the Third, and fmee gradually enlarged and fortified according to the moderif 
fyftem. The ramparts incloie a circumference of three quarters of a mile, and the 
population of the town, including the two fuburbs, amounts to no more than eight hun¬ 
dred fouls. A few years ago, the town was confumed by fire, and the houfes are 
moftly new. Clofe to Fredericsftadt is the new fortrefs of Kongfteen, on a rocky emi¬ 
nence, capable of containing a garrifcn of three hundred men ; feveral convicts are here 
condemned to hard labour. The greateft offenders have an iron cap, chains round 
their arms, legs, and bodies j the chains round their arms are rivetted to a wheel-bar¬ 
row, which is never loofened. The inhabitants export planks, and a few fmall malls. 
The principal commerce is carried on by Mefl'rs. Ankers and Holt, of Chriftiana. 

The Glomme is the lavgeft river in this part of Norway, but not navigable in any 
part of its courfe from the lake Miofs to Fredericsftadt, the ftream being interrupted 
by fuch frequent cataratls and ftioals, as in fome places render it neceffary to drag the 
trees, which are floated down, over the ground. At leaft fifty thoufand trees are an¬ 
nually floated to Fredericsftadt. 

September 6 . We ferried over the Glomme at the gates of the town, and continued 
our journey, anxious to reach Chriftiana. The country is in general extremely fertile 
and agreeable, rifes in gentle hills, and though rocky in many parts, is covered with a 
rich foil, producing abundance of corn, and clothed with forefts of firs and pines, inter¬ 
mixed with oak, beech, poplar, and mountain afli. The face of the country is prettily 
fprinkled with numerous lakes and rivulets, and thickly dotted with cottages, rudely 
ihough not unpleafanily fituated on rocky eminences in the niidft of the foreft. Thefe 
cottages are moftly covered with red tiles, and appeared larger and more commodious 
Shan thofe we had juft quitted in Sweden. They were fo fcattered over the hills, that 
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we fcldom obferved a clufler of more than four or five j the churches /landing ahnoft 
fi n glyi their ipires rifing above the furrounding trees, were picturefque objects. 

We (lopped a fliort time at Mofs, to examine the iron-works belonging to Mr. Ber¬ 
nard Anker, of Chri(liana. r I he fituation of Mofs is exceedingly romantic j it is divided 
by a lively torrent, daffiing over a craggy bed, and (lands on the (hore of a beautiful 
bay, the rifing banks adorned with fine hanging woods, a few villas, and numerous 
farm-houfes. The iron-works, which principally fupport the place, were eftablilbed in 
1705; for fome time the proprietors only manufactured bar iron, grates, (loves, and 
iron utenfils; but lately they have cafl cannon, which are moftly exported to Copen¬ 
hagen. The works employ about one hundred and fifty men. 

Wepaffed the night at Skydjord, a fmall village in a mod delightful fituation, where 
we found an inn with comfortable accommodations, and two very neat bed-chambers. 
As we approached Chri (liana, the country was more wild and hilly, but dill fertile and 
agreeable; and at the diftance of two miles from the town, we enjoyed, from the top 
of a mountain, as fine a view as I ever beheld. The grounds, laid out in rich inclofures, 
gradually (loped to the fea; below appeared Chriltiana, fituated at the extremity of an 
extenfive and fertile valley, forming a femicircular bend along the (hore of a beautiful 
bay, which being inclofed by hills, uplands, and forefts, had the appearance of a large 
lake. Behind, before, and around, the inland mountains of Norway rofe on hills co. 
vered with dark forefts of pines and fir, the inexhauftible riches of the nprth ; the molt 
diftant futnmits were capped with eternal fnow. From the glow of the atmofphere, the 
warmth of the weather, the variety of the productions, and*the mild beauties of the ad¬ 
jacent feenery, I could fcarcely believe that I was nearly in the 60th degree of northern 
latitude. We at length forced ourfelves from this enchanting fpot, enjoying, as we gra¬ 
dually defeended, the feenes before us, and at mid-day reached Chriftiana. 

Chriftiana is thirty Engiiffi miles from the open fea ; the navigation of the bay is 
fome what difficult, but it is fufficiently deep for the larged veflels, having fix or feven 
fathom water clofe to the quay. 

Chriftiana is efteemed the capital of Norway, becaufe it contains the fupreme court 
of juftice. It lies in latitude 59" 0' 37", and /lands in a femicircular form on the north¬ 
ern extremity of the bay of Biorning, an inlet of the fea, forming the northern extre¬ 
mity of the gulf of Chriftiana, whofe rocky ffiores are overfpread with thick forefts. 
The town is divided into, 1. the city, and the three fuburbs of Waterlandt, Peterwigen, 
and Fierdingen; 2. the fortrefs of Aggerhuus *, and 3. the old town of Opfloe or An- 
floe. _ The city contains four hundred and eighteen houfes, the fuburbs fix hundred 
and eighty-two, Opfloe four hundred, including the epifcopal palace *; and the num¬ 
ber of inhabitants amount to about nine thoufand. The city formerly occupied the fite 
of Opfloe, and was rebuilt in its prefent fituation by Chriftian the Fourth, after a plan 
defigned by himfelf 3 the ftreets sire carried in ftraight lines, and at right angles to each 
other, are uniformly forty feet broad, and very neat and clean. 

I he Latin fchool, endowed in 1635 by Chriftian the Fourth, is governed by a rector 
or upper mailer, a correflor or under mafter, and three affiftants; but contained, in 
1784, only thirty-feven fcholars. They are divided into fix claffes, and inftruded in 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. A coHeSion of fix thoufand volumes, lately left to 
the town by Mr, Deichman, a native, will ferve to form the beginning of a public li¬ 
brary. 0 

* The biihop of Chriftiana is Metropolitan of Norway. 

The 
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The caftle of Aggerhuus, built on a rocky eminence on the weft fide of the bay, at a 
fniall diftance from the city, is a very ancient fortrefs, and was befieged, in 1310, by the 
Swedes, according to an infcription over the door of a brick tower. It was ftrengthen- 
ed in 1633 by Chriftian the Fourth; and Teveral other dates and infcriptions ihewed, 
that additional fortifications had been made by the fucceeding Kings of Denmark. 'I hts 
fortrefs is fmall but ftrong; in peace the garrifon confifts of five hundred troops, but in 
war is augmented to one thoufand. Aggerhuusfuftained a liege in 1717 from Charles 
the Twelfth in perfon, who occupied the city and fuburbs, but was compelled, tor want 
of provifion, to retire. The walls of many houfes in Chriftian a {till bear marks of the 
balls fhot from the batteries againft Charles, as he rode daily through the ftreets, with 
his ufual raflinefs, to reconnoitre the ftate of the fortrefs. . 

The governor of Aggerhuus is the chief governor of Norway. He prefides in the 
hifh court of juftice, called 0 *V£rbojlet t which judges, in the laft refoit, civil cauies below 
a certain value. In all caufes furpafling that value, an appeal lies to the iupreme court 

at Copenhagen. . , 

Chriftiana has an excellent harbour, and carries on a confidcrable trade, t he prin¬ 
cipal exports are tar, foap, iron, copper, planks, and deals; allum manufactured at Mr. 
Cooper's works for about 3000!. $ iron from the four works of Borum, Ediwold, Na.r- 
kedahl, and Ondahlen, 14,oool.; copper from Fotdahl, io,oool.j planks and deals, 

90,oool , principally to England. # 

The planks and deals are of fuperior eftimation to thofe fent from America, Rum a, 
and from the different parts of the Baltic * becanfe the trees grow on the rocks, and are 
therefore firmer, more compaft, and lei's liable to rot than the others, which chiefly 
fhoot from a fandy or loamy foil. The planks are either red or white fir or pine. T he 
red wood is produced from the Scotch fir, and the white wood, which is in iuch high 
eflimatidn, from the fprucefir. This w T Dod is the moft demanded, becaufe no countiy 
produces it in fuch quantities as this part of Norway. Each tree yields three pieces of 
timber, eleven or twelve feet in length, and is ufually fa wed into three planks ; a tree 
generally requires feventy or eighty years growth before it arrives at the greateft per¬ 
fection. , _ . , 

The environs of Chriftiana not yielding fu flic lent planks for exportation, the greater 

part of the timber is hewn in the inland country, and floated down the rivers and cata- 
rafts. Saw-mills are ufed for the purpofe of cutting the planks, but mud be privi¬ 
leged, and can only cut a certain quantity. The proprietors are bound to declare on 
oath, that they have not exceed that quantity ; and if they do, the privilege is taken 
away, and the Jaw-mill deftroyed. There are one hundred and thirty-fix privileged 
faw-mills at Chriftiana, of which one hundred belong to the family of Anker. The 
quantity of planks permitted to be cut, amounts to twenty million flandavd deals, twelve 
feet long, and one inch and a quarter thick. 

During our ft ay at Chriftiana we received great civilities from the Ankers, the ncheft 
and mod commercial family in Norway. Mr. Bernard Anker, who is a fellow of the 
Royal Society, fpeaks Englifh nearly as well as a native, poffeffes an excellent houie in 
Chriftiana, elegantly furniJhed in the Englifh tafte, and ornamented with a good collec¬ 
tion of pictures, which he purchafed in Italy. He lives in aflyle of magnificence, and 
receives all travellers with unbounded hofpitality. He has an excellent library, a good 
apparatus of natural philofophy from England, and a curious collection of the minerals 
and marbles of Norway. _ , 

We accompanied Mr. Anker to Vickery, a neat villa belonging to his family, four 
miles from Chriftiana, which ftands pleafantly on the bay, and commands many pic- 
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turefquc views. The planks are flapped clofe to the houfe. From thence Mr. Peter 
Anker drove in a low phaeton/drawn by two active Norwegian ponies, to Bockftadt, 
a country-houfe which he has juft built on the banks of a filial! but beautiful lake, four 
miles from Vickery, in the mi J ft of an endlefs foreft, and furroun ed by mountains. 
He fliewed us his grounds, which are laid out pleafanlly, and carried us into his kitchen- 
garden, which produces all kinds of vegetables, excellent cherries, pears, apples, apri¬ 
cots, currants, goofeberries, and in a favourable feafon tolerable peaches. He pointed 
out a final! plantation of the principal trees which are indigenous in Norway. I remark¬ 
ed the plane, afpin, afli, mountain alh, oak, elm, beech, birch alder, willows, and va¬ 
rious (pedes of pines and firs, which form the riches of thefe parts. 

Mr. Peter Anker has lately introduced various fpecies of Englifh huftandry; parti¬ 
cularly he has fown crops of clover, which fucceed well, and has lately cultivated tur¬ 
nips. 

Chap. III.— Silver Mines of Kongjberg. — Cobalt Works of Foffitm. — Journey into the 

interior Parts of Norway. 

SEPTEMBER 10. We quitted Chriftiana with much regret, after having exprefled 
our acknowledgment ro Mr. Bernard Anker for his extreme politenefs and hofpitality. He ' 
alfo increafed our obligations by lketching out a tour through the inland parts of Nor¬ 
way, and by giving us a circular letter, which we found a paffport of introduction, and 
a means of procuring accommodations and information. 

A little beyond Giellebeck, the fecond poft-houfe from Chriftiana, we palled, near 
the high road, a quarry ofwhitilh grey marble, which was opened to fupply the ftones 
for the new church at Copenhagen, but is no longer worked. In the middle of the 
quarry Hands a marble column, erefted in honour of the late King Frederic the Fifth, 
who vifited this fpot. The houfes, and even cottages, in the neighbouring villages, are 
ornamented with ftaircafes of this beautiful marble. 

From this quarry we afcended through forefts of pines and firs to the fummit called 
Paradilberg, or the Mountain .of Paradife, fo denominated from the fine prorpeft, but 
which, in my opinion, was inferior to that we enjoyed from the eminence overhanging 
Chriftiana. Ihe general features of this profpeft are views of diftant mountains riling 
above mountains; rich and extenfive forefts, and below a fertile valley watered by the 
Hramme, with the three towns of Braegnetz, Stromfoe, and Tanger, Handing at fmall 
diftances from each other at the bottom of fome rugged rocks, and on the margin of 
a bay. 

Ihefe three towns are known by the general name of Dramnie, becaufe they are fit ti¬ 
nted on that river. Each has its own church and feparate jurifdiftion, The inhabitants 
are induftrious, and carry on a confiderable. trade. The principal exports are timber 
and planks; the imports, chiefly corn, and lead from England for fmelting the filver- 
ore su Kong (berg. 

We changed horfes at Brmgnetz, which lies on the fide of the river oppofite to 
Stromfoe and Tanger, and continued our route, coafting, the Dramme, through a de¬ 
lightful valley, extremely rich in corn and pafture, fo thickly peopled, that every fifty 
yards we obferved a cottage, and for feveral miles together feemed to pafs through a 
continued village. The Hoping declivities which bound this vale are fo thickly covered 
with trees, that at fome diftance they appeared as if clad with herbage. The inhabi¬ 
tants of this pleafant didrift chiefly derive their fuftenance from the tranfport of corn 
and merchandize to Kongtberg, and in carrying back the filver coined at the mint of 
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that place. Having ferried over the Dramme at Hogs-fund, we quitted this finding 
valley, and palling among hills and rocks, and over dony roads, did not, till the dulk 
of the evening, reach Kongfberg, celebrated for its filver mines, the produce of which 
has been confiderablv exaggerated by molt of the travellers who have publifhed on ihis 
fubjeift. 

Kongfberg ftretches on both fides the river Lowe, which, in its courfe through the 
town, falls in a feries of finall but pidurefque cataracts over tjie bare rocks. The crags 
which border the town are in fome parts naked, in others clothed with wood, and inter¬ 
mixed occafionally with flips of corn and pafture; but although there are a few agree¬ 
able and fertile fpots, yet the prominent features of the circumjacent fcenery are rugged- 
nefs and horror. Kongfberg contains about one thoufand houfes, including the miners, 
and fix thoufand inhabitants. We were accompanied to the mines, which lie two miles 
from the town, by a merchant who fpoke Englifii, and obligingly ferved as our in¬ 
terpreter. 

Thefe mines were difcovered and opened during the reign of Chriftian IV. Six-and- 
thirty mines are now working; the deeped, called Segen-Gottes in der North, is fix 
hundred and fifty-two feet perpendicular. The matrix of the-ore is the Jaxum of Lin- 
nteus; the filver is extracted according to the ufual procels, either by finelting the ore 
with lead, or by pounding. Pure filver is occafionally found in fmall grains and in 
fmall pieces of different fizes, feldom weighing more than four or five pounds. Some¬ 
times, indeed, but extremely rare, mafles of a confiderable bulk have been difcovered, 
and one in particular which weighed 409 riiarks, and was worth 3000 rix-dollars (600I.); 
this piece is dill preferved in the cabinet of curiofities at Copenhagen. 

Formerly thefe mines produced annually 70,000k ; and in 1769, even -79,000k ; at 
prefent they yield only from 50,000k to 54,000k Above 4,000 men were necefiary 
for working the mines, finelting and preparing the ore ; but a few years ago, two 
thoufand four hundred miners were removed to the cobalt works lately eftablifiied at 
Fofiiim, and to other mines, which has reduced the number to two thoufand five hun¬ 
dred. By thefe and other reductions, the expence, before eftimated at 5,760k per 
month, amounts to only 4,400k or about 52,800k per annum. Yet even with this di¬ 
minution the expences generally equal, and fomedtnes exceed the profits. 

Government, therefore, draws no other advantage from thefe mines, than by giving 
employment to many perfons, who would be otherwife incapable of gaining their liveli¬ 
hood, and by receiving a certain quantity of fpecie, which is much wanted in the ex¬ 
panded ftate of the Danilh finances. For fuch is the deficiency of fpecie, that even at 
Kongfberg itfelf, change for a bank note is with difficulty obtained ; the miners are paid 
in fmall nGtes, and the whole expellees defrayed in paper currency. The value of 
13,000 rix-dollars, or 2,600 in block-filver, is annually fent to Copenhagen ; the re¬ 
mainder of the ore is coined here, and transferred to Copenhagen. The larged piece 
of money now ftruck at Kongfberg is only eight fkilihigs, or tour-pence. 

September 11. Having latisfied our curiofity, we departed from Kongfberg in the af¬ 
ternoon, and direCted our courfe to the cobalt works at Fcffum. We returned to Hogs- 
fund ; but inftead of ferrying over the Dramme, coalted the river for a little way, then 
turned into fo rugged a road w ith fuch deep ruts, that we narrowly efcaped being over¬ 
turned, and did not arrive at the place of our deftination till pad midnight. We pre- 
vioufly fent forward a peafant to order beds, expecting to find an inn, or at leafl a cot¬ 
tage, w herein we might pafs the night. To our extreme difappointment, however, we 
learned that Foffuiti contained only two or three villages, confiding of Scattered cot¬ 
tages, and that the place we dopped at contained only the houfe of the infpeftor of the 
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cobalt works. As it was extremely dark and cold, and at fome distance from any houle 
where we could be accommodated, and more particularly as the roads we juft palled 
had proved fo dangerous, we ventured to knock at the infpector’s door, and requeft ad¬ 
mittance for twoEnglilh travellers who were benighted. The family being in bed, we 
were for a fhort time in anxious expectation for the anfwer ; and no knight-errant was 
ever more agreeably flickered from darknefs, wind, and weather, than we were, on being 
admitted over the hofpitable threfhold. 

The next morning a good breakfaft being fpread for us, and compliments 
delivered from our hoft and hoftefs, with an invitation to pafs the day with them, an¬ 
nounced their attention and civility. "We now found that the name of this parti¬ 
cular houfe was l'oflum , and a collection of fmall adjacent cottages was denominated 
Mod urn. 

The gentleman, who kindly received us at fit} undue an hour, and w ithout previous 
acquaintance, was Mr. Bornftein, a native of Germany, lately appointed infpector of the 
cobalt works. Having paid our refpeCls to our hoft and his amiable wife, whole po- 
litenefs we flaall ever l-ecolleCt with gratitude, we ftrolled about the grounds, and ad¬ 
mired the fltuation of the houfe, placed near the rivulet Simora, in the inidft of a de¬ 
lightful valley, fertile in pafture and corn, hemp and Sax, and bordered by high rocks 
richly clothed with wood. 

The infpeCtor himfelf politely accompanied us to the works: we had an opportunity 
of obferving the whole procefs, from the firft calcination of the ore to its final reduction 
into the powder-blue, and were furprifed to find that it palled through two hundred and 
feventy hands. 

The mine was di {covered about eight years ago on the fummit of a rocky mountain, 
near Skutered, a fmall village a few miles from Folium, where the works are eftablilhed 
on account of the numerous water-falls which are neceflary for turning the mills. A 
mile from the mine has been lately found a vein of the moft beautiful quartz; a fortu¬ 
nate difeovery, as quartz is neceflary to mix with the cobalt-ore, in order to obtain the 
powder-blue. The ore being calcined, reduced to powder, and refined, yields the blue 
powder fo much ufed. 

The fabric employs thirty-fix men, and the mines three hundred and twenty. In 
1783, fourteen hundred or fifteen hundred weight was obtained, which fold, according 
to its finene's, from 2I. ios to 12I. the hundred weight, and yielded 10,000b Theex- 
pences in that year amounted to 12,cool, becaufe the numerous buildings and ma¬ 
chines neceflary for carrying on the works were ftill conftrufiting. When thefe are fi- 
nifhed, the expences will not exceed 4000I. and the infpeftor allured me, that he fliould 
then be able to make double the quantity that he can at prefent. Therefore the clear 
gain to the crown will fcarcely fall fhort of 16,oool. per annum. The difeovery of this 
mine is a great acquifition to Denmark, as befides giving employment to many hands, 
it prevents the importation of powder-blue. 

Six miles from Folium, we flopped at the fmall village of Skutered, and afeended 
the mountain, on the fummit of which are the mines of cobalt. There are two mines, 
called the north and fouth, each with four pits or openings; the deepeft is no more than 
fourteen fathom, becaufe the ore is ftill in great plenty near the furface. It is found in 
veins, and blown up with gunpowder. In our way u*e palled the fine mine of quartz, 
which fupplies the cobalt works, fo neceflary, becaufe twelve parts of quartz are mixed 
with one of cobalt, to produce the Pruflian blue. The quartz is as white as alabafter, 
and contains large veins of marien glafs, or Ruffian talc, which ill fome countries is ufed 
for windows. 8f 
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The profpe£l from the fummit commands a hilly country, and a diflant plain covered 
in many parts with rich forells, watered by feveral llreams, and by a large lake, which 
divides into three great branches, Tyrifiord, Holefiord, and Helesfiord ; the banks are 
beautifully covered with fields of corn and pafture, and chequered with wood. Being 
prevented front enjoying this delightful view by the dulk of the evening, we defcended 
into the plain, erofled the Snarum upon two rafts, made of whole trees Jafhed to¬ 
gether, and came to Oulberg, where \vE found comtortable accommodations in a pea- 
fam’s cottage. 

The next morning we continued our journey through a moft agreeably diverfified 
country, fometimes through extenfive forells of pine and fir, interlperfed with other 
trees, fometimes crofiing the fields along a more open and fertile dill riel, till we reached 
Skerendal, a fmall village in the valley of Skeere, fo called from a rivulet which falls into 
the lake Tyri. 

The peafant, who ferved as poftillion, conduced us to a clean and comfortable houfe, 
clofe to a raw-mill, and the maid inftantly fet before us fome coffee, cream, bread, and 
butter. Having taken refre/bment, we demanded what we had to pay ? “ Nothing,” 
replied the fervant; and on exprefling furprife, as we took the houfe for an inn, lhe 
added, her mailer was owner of the faw-mill; he was then abfent, or would have been 
proud to receive us; he left conliant orders to admit travellers, and furnilh them with 
every thing they demanded, without accepting the leafl gratuity ; and if we would Hay 
and dine there, it would be adding to the obligation we had already conferred by accept¬ 
ing their fcanty fare. 

After expreffing our acknowledgments for this in fiance of difinterelled hofpitality, 
we embarked in a finall boat, and rowed acrofs the lake Tyri, which made the principal 
feature in the profpe&s we lately enjoyed. This beautiful piece of water is twenty-five 
miles in circumference, including bays and creeks; the fhores are gentle eminences 
richly variegated with fertile meadow's, corn-fields and hanging-forefts, and backed by 
lofty mountains towering above each other. Having rowed acrofs the lake, we landed 
near Hole, a fmall village in the diftritl of Ringerike, defervedly elleemed the mod 
fertile part of Norway. 

From Hole, we continued our journey through a rich plain, the narrow roads wind¬ 
ing between corn-fields and inclofures of pafture, and changed horfes at Steen, near the 
piclurefque ruins of a church feated on a gentle eminence. Steen contains a few remains 
of ramparts, which prove it to have been a place of fome importance. At a little dif- 
rance we noticed a mound of earth or barrow, called by the natives the tomb of Hal- 
den the Black, King of Norway, and a little further palled the church of Norderhug, 
famous for a battle between the Swedes and Norwegians. We foon quitted the rich 
plain, and penetrating into a hilly country, found the roads fo exceedingly ftony and 
lleep as to require the utmoft caution; particularly as the horfes in thefe parts are ex¬ 
ceedingly active and lively. 

At Setran we again changed horfes, and while they were getting ready, made our re- 
paft in a peafant’s cottage, containing a room with two beds, which for cleannefs and 
neatnefs would have done credit to a gentleman’s houfe. In the room lobferved a print 
of the unfortunate Struenfee in prifon, tormented by the devil: thefe prints were circu¬ 
lated and eagerly purchafed by the common people at the time of his fall. 

From Setran we puffed through a valley, enriched by a fine waterfall, detached farms, 
churches, clumps ot trees, difperfed among the corn-fields and meadows ; a river glid¬ 
ing along, and heightening by its tranfparency and murmurs the charms of this delight¬ 
ful iandfeape. As we were admiring the beauties of this ever-changing feenery evening 
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came on, and I was Suddenly Shuck with a phenomenon, which never occurred to me 
except in Switzerland, and which 1 atlirft mi (took for a meteor. It was a gleam of the 
Setting fun, illuminating the Snow-capped Summits of the distant mountains, and appear¬ 
ing like a flame of fire Ikining the diftant horizon. The air was clear, the ftars Shone 
uncommonly bright,, and Seemed nearer to the eye than 1 had ever obferved them before* 
except on the Swifs alps. 

We took up our abode during the. night at Van, a village Seated on an eminence, 
and overlooking the Rands-Sfon, a lake near fifty miles long, and Scarcely more than 
two miles broad, ernbnfmned in the mountains; the Hoping banks fringed with wood, 
and chequered with Scattered cottages. The next morning we ferried over the lake, and 
coafted k about fix miles, the road afeending and descending the precipices which over¬ 
hang the water. We afterwards rowed over feveral Smaller lakes, which Supply ftreams 
that fall into the Rands-Sion. I obferved much peafe and lb me corn fiill (landing, which 
the peafants were cutting, and feveral finall patches of hops; goats were brow Sing on 
the Sides of the rocks, ami flocks of fiieep pafturing in the vallies, among which many 
were black. 

In thefe parts the price of a milch cow is from feven to nine rix-dollars, (ih 8s. to 
lL 16s.) and in winter, when fodder is fcarce and deal*, one may be purchafed for i6$* 
We met during this day's journey numerous bullocks and horfes driving for Sale to 
Chriftiana. The bullocks fell from 2I. to 2I. 8s. per head ; and the horfes, which are 
from thirteen to fourteen hands high, and remarkably a£Hve and lively, from 4I. to 8L 
a-piece. 

We next reached Gran or Granewolden, Handing on an eminence in the mid ft of 
an ex ten five plain, looking down on feveral conical rocks, covered with firs, and re¬ 
markable for two churches in the fame church-yard, called the Two Sifters. Thefe 
buildings feem of the fame date, and at a finall diftance nearly referable each other j 
one is built of ftone, the other white-wafhed. In one, dedicated to the Virgin, divine 
Service is performed only in Lent; in the other,, facred to St. Nicholas, during the re¬ 
mainder of the year. I could not learn by whom* or at what period* thefe twin churches 
were conftruded. 

The ftony roads having Chattered the wheels of my cart, we Hopped to repair it at 
Dahlia, near the northern extremity of the Rands-Sion, backed by a well cultivated and 
well-inhabited mountain. This part of Norway is greatly infefted with bears and wolves* 
The bears do much harm, not only killing cattle, but deftroying corn ; the inftances are 
very rare, which induce them to attack the human fpecics. The fhepherds are ufuaily 
followed by large dogs of the Newfoundland Species, armed with collars of iron fpikes, 
to preferve them againfl the wolves, who frequently attack them, and endeavour to Seize 
them by the neck. The bears ufually fly from them. 

The roads of Norway had hitherto appeared to us, long ufed to the Swedifh roads, 
exceedingly rugged, and fcareely paflfabie with carriages, and both my companion and I 
had been occasionally overturned ; but that we now pafled over mourn Kiolway was So 
execrable, that the others were in comparison fuper-excelfent, I much queftion indeed 
if any cart had ever pafled before we ventured to traverfe it. We afeended four Englifli 
miles, and then deScended" about the fame diftance, and were obliged to dismount and 
fupport our carriages, in order to prevent them from overfetting, which, notwithstand¬ 
ing all our precautions, oecafionatiy happened* During the firft part of the way we 
paffed a few cottages i but further on all was wild and defolate, rocks clothed with pines 
and firs, a dreary but fufalime feenery, commanding from the Summit a inuft extenfive 
profpeft; £0 the South of the delightful country we had travelled in our way £0 Dahlin r 
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the Rands-Sion appearing like a broad river winding among the gloomy rocks; to the 
north, hills piled upon hills, and mountains towering above mountains ; the fnowy Alps 
of Norway doling the majeftic view. 

At the bottom of the defcent we crofted a lively rivulet called Ana, came to a lake of 
the fame name, and took up our lodgings at the village of Titerud- molt delightfully 
fituated on the banks of a fmali but beautiful lake, forming the calmed and lovelieft re¬ 
treat I ever beheld. In this fequeftered fpot, we found, befides the rooms appropriated 
to the family, two neat bed-chambers for ourfelves, met with excellent tea and fugar, 
butter and cream, and fupped on a fine trout, weighing fix pounds, with which fifii the 
lake abounds. 

September 14. At Titerud, we quitted the mountains, and traverfed a gently waving 
country, as fertile and pleafing as the diltrict of Ringerike, well cultivated and well peo¬ 
pled, the roads winding through the fields like garden walks ; we changed horfes at 
Quick Hand and Lund, and pafl'mg through a lawn planted by the hand of nature, which 
had the appearance of a park, reached the banks of the late Miofs. 

This lake extends from north to fouth, is eighty Engiifh miles in circumference j and 
is in general from twelve to eighteen in breadth, ft is divided by a largepeninfula, and 
contains one ifland ten miles in circumference, fertile in corn, pafture, and wood, and 
fprinkled with feveral farm-houfes. 

The lake on the fide where we embarked is bounded by bleak hills, embrowned with 
thick groves of pine and fir, whofe gloomy afpeft reminded me, that we were in the 
6 d degree of northern latitude, and continued on the oppofite fide with banks gently 
rifuiff from the margin of the water, enriched with fields of com and pafture, and re- 
fembiing the fertile diftri&s of a more fbuthern climate, the whole exhibiting a rugged 
perlpective, and picturefque wildnefs on one fide, and on the other the cultivated beau¬ 
ties of a milder atmofphere. 

We rowed between the ifland and the peninfula, on the extremity of which ftands 
Nal's a fmali bid neat village, and in two hours landed at Hammer, now a gentleman’s 
feat, formerly a large town containing near two thoufand inhabitants. The fite of this 
once flourifiling place can now be only traced by forne parts of the old walls, heaps of - 
rubbifh, and the pi&urefque remains of a large cathedral, confuting of four Gothic 
arches, which (land on an eminence overlooking the lake. 

Having fatisfied our curiofity, we reimbarked, rowed about five miles to a fmali vil¬ 
lage, landed, and walked to Giellum. Here we procured horfes, and continued our 
journey through a lefs peopled diftridt thickly ftrewn with forefts, and ferried over the 
Glomme, about as broad as the Thames at Henley. This river receives the Worme, 
which iflucs from the lake Miofs. Wc had frequent views of the Glomme, which pre- 
fented a broad fur face, fometimes watering pleafant valiies, fometimes interrupted by 
fund-banks, over which it frequently fhifts its courfe, fometimes winding between rocky 
cliffs, and precipitating itfelf in frequent cataracts. 

Being now in the fixty-fecond degree of northern latitude, and in a mountainous 
country, we had already experienced the approach of winter. On the 14th of Septem¬ 
ber it fiiowed ; on the fifteenth was a fevere hoar-froft, and the furface of feveral ponds 
and ftagnant waters were frozen to the thicknefs of half-a-crown. It was, however, 
clear and funny, tike a fine day in November; but this morning, September 17, it is - 
as cold and levere as the beginning of January in England. The pines and firs are fo 
thickly covered with hoar-froft as to bear the appearance of being fprinkled with fnow j 
and the foreft trees have changed their leaves in the fpace of one night. 
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This morning having again ferried over the Gloinme, here as deep and about as broad 
as the Thames at Putney, we reached Kongfwinger, a flrong fortrefs on the frontiers of 
Norway, fmiated on a fteep rock, and deemed impregnable. Charles the Twelfth re¬ 
connoitred it, but found the pofition fo ftrong, that even he thought it prudent to de¬ 
cline the attack. It was built at different intervals; the moft ancient part was probably 
conftrufted above four hundred years ago, and the fortrefs has been gradually enlarged, 
particularly by Chriflian the Fifth and Frederic the Fourth. Some recent fortifications 
render it a regular fortrefs with eight baftions. In time of war it requires a garrifon of 
one thoufand men; the prefent compliment conftfts only of one hundred and twenty. 
Some eminences on the other fide of the river command the fortrefs, and would be the 
only means by which the works could be attacked with any profpeft of fuccefs; but, ac¬ 
cording to the opinion of the officer who accompanied us, thefe heights are fo extremely 
fteep and rugged, that it would be almoft imprafticable to draw to their fummits large 
pieces of artillery of a fize fufficient to batter the walls. 

From the windows of the fortrefs, we commanded a fine view of the Glomme, 
winding at the foot of a ridge of hills, clothed with trees, and chequered with fields 
of corn and pafture; the finall lake Wingen forming a beautiful feature in thevarie* 
gated landscape. 
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TRAVELS IN SWEDEN: 

By M. FORTI A*. 


PREFACE OF THE AUTHOR. 

THE kingdom of Sweden, a defcription of which is given in this volume, is, on 
many accounts, a country of great intered: it prefents indeed few beauties to the curi¬ 
ous eye of a lover of the arts ; nature there difpenfes her bounty with a niggard hand, 
and thefouthern provinces alone fupport their inhabitants without a fupply from abroad. 

But what places Sweden on a level with the great dates of Europe is its laws, its 
government, and the energy of its inhabitants. The loyalty of the peafantry of Swe¬ 
den ranks them much above other people. Unfortunately this valuable recommenda¬ 
tion is daily on the decline: general corruption has overfpread the great towns, and ■ 
contagion is but too vifible in thofe parts of the kingdom moll frequented by drangers. 
The inhabitants of the northern provinces, with thofe of the mountains in the other pro- - 
vinces, alone preferve, in all its purity, the charafter of their forefathers. Notwith- 
flanding the degeneracy, however, which has in foine inftances taken place, the Swe- 
difh peafant, even as he is, is ftill the mod edimable of any in Europe 3 ut lead of thofe 
with which we are acquainted. 

This volume was (for the mod part) printed in 1793 j circumdances, which the ■ 
reader will without difficulty divine by reference to that epoch, obliged us to difconti- 
nue the work, and wait a more favourable indant for its continuation. 1 o the lame • 
caufe is to be attributed the great number of typographical errors that occur: luckily, 
to our fatisfaCHon, they are all of them eafy to be corrected by the reader. 

We Ihall obferve that the different pieces with which we have been favoured, that 
is to fay, the differtation on the Atlantica of Rudbeck ; the letters of the King’s mur¬ 
derers, and all that regards their trial 3 the relation of the death of Charles XII. &c. 
are inferted exaftly as we received them, not allowing ourfelves the liberty of making 
even fuch correction as certain paffages appeared to require. 

Modern Works on Sweden. 

Memoires fur la Suede , by Cantzler. 2 vols. A work of merit 5 the fruit of the • 
mod laborious refearch. The tables are of the greated fervice: they are getting old, 
but the path is laid down 3 and, in our opinion, a Swede who Ihould continue the work 
on the fame plan, might with little difficulty do material fervice to his country. 

An hiftorical Abridgement of the prefent State of Sweden. 2 vols. i2mo, London,, 
1748. It treats of the interval between 1680 and 1743 j very concife, not always cor¬ 
rect, and of but fmall edeem. 

* Tranflated from the French of Voyage de deux Frangah m AUemagnt, Dammanl, S tittle, et R°~ 

fognzi Fallen 1790—1792. Faria, 1796, 5 vols. 8vo. 
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Tableau de la Suede , by Cattcau. 2 vols. This is a rapid iketcb, very well written. 

Abrege de I’hijlotre de Suede, par Lagerbring. 1 vol. We know not why an 
abridgement was given in the tranflation, rather than the work at large: the latter 
might have been uieful, whereas by the manner in which the iucceffion ot events is con¬ 
tracted in the abridgement, it is good for nothing. 

Anecdotes of the Court of Sweden, 1789. 1 vol. This work treats of fitch individu¬ 

als alone as were then in exigence. The refemblances are good and the relations juft; 
the work however is lefs pleafing than one would expect, arifmg poffibly from its fpeak- 
ing well of all. . 

"Travels in Sweden by. a Butch Officer (M. Dreven). 1 vol. in Svo. 1789. This 
work is full of errors and inaccuracies : from a number of paffages one is induced to 
ima'dne that the author wrote from memory; for what he deferibes exills, yet frequent¬ 
ly far from the fpot he mentions; and fometimes he has feen things feen by no one 
elfe. 

In cur firft volume we fpoke of works treating of the dates of the North. Our 
readers will perceive that we have left a number of articles as they were compofed in 
1791, before the death of Guflavus Ill, of glorious memory. 

ADVERTISEMENT TO THE READER. 

Throughout the work the meafures, weights, and money, are Swedifli, except 
where othenvife deferibed ; with the value of thefe the reader may make himfelf ac¬ 
quainted by reference to Chapter XIX. in which it is given, in Englilh meafures, 
weight, and money, as well as in French. 



TRAVELS OI* TWO FRENCHMEN IN THE NORTH OF EUROPE. 

Chap. T* _ Entrance into Sweden.—Necefary Precautions for thofe who travel in that 

Kingdam. — Hclfnburg.* — / he Province of Scania.- -Car If a 0011. ■ Its Haval Arfenal. — 
Its Docks.—Road from Carl/croon to Gottenburg through Smaland. — Gottenburgh, Its 
Hcfpital — Trade — lltrringfffiery—and Gujloms.—The Landing of the Danes. — Mar- 
Jlrand . 

IT frequently takes an hour to pafs the Sound ; we croffed it in two and thirty mi¬ 
nutes. The landing charges are, for a berlin, a rix-dotlar; for a chariot, forty fal¬ 
lings, which fum includes the whole expence to the inn : you pay alfo for every 
trunk, but however heavy your luggage the charge will feldom exceed 2 rix dollars. 
In proportion to the facility and convenience of embarkation is the difficulty and dan¬ 
ger of unfhipping carriages, as there is neither jetty, quay, nor crane, and nothing but 
lorne wretched wooden flairs, with heaps of Hones at the foot, which prevent the boat 
from reaching them. The appearance of the Danifli coaft is much more beautiful than 

that ol Sweden. , _ , 

The traveller muft take care to provide himfelf with fmall notes, as he will oftentimes 
find it difficult to procure change even for one of 12 flailing?, and efpecially if it be not a 

bank 
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bank note. We once were indebted to the joint contribution of fix perfons, the poft- 
mafter iudufive, for effeaing this objea. He will moreover require a quantity of fmall 
n pper coin to give to the po (til I tons for trinket, and for other trifling expences. Since 
the increafe of pottage in 1790 the price for each horfe has been 8 (killings per mile * j 
they are low and flrong, but accuftmned to draw none but light carriages; fo that 
when the carriage is either heavy of itfelf, or much laden, they harnefs to it four or fix 
horfes; the drink money for the pofiiilions is a gratuity ; if you give them at each 
change of hol ies a Hulling and a half, they are very well fatisfied ; you give befides one 
{killing to the holkar (the oftler who feeks and puts the horfes to the carriage); It is 
abiolutelv requifite you fliould fend forward a courier five or fix hours before you to 
order horfes, as they are not kept at the polt-houfe, but about the neighbourhood, and 
fomedmes at a great diftance. This precaution may however prove unneceflary, provi¬ 
ded you travel with no more than one or two horfes, fince in general you will find as 
many at the poft-houfe. 

You fhould travel with vour own harnefs, the Swedifn pouuions ufing none but cords* 
which if is foraetimes long before they can adjult, if you have many horfes, and which 
frequently break. It will not be amifs as well to lake a fervant with you, who may 
know how to drive, for nonvithftanding the roads be in general excellent, there yet are- 
certain parts of them on which you would rather be driven by fome one in whom you 
misrht have confidence, than by a country lad who perhaps will never have drove aught 
before but his plough. Should you have a heavy carriage, apt to jirk forward, provided 
you have clogs to the wheels, we advife their being frequently ufed, although this mea¬ 
sure will not always prevent the poftillions from going at a full gallop. If you have no 
fervant to fend forward, you give a note, on which is expreffed the number of horfes 
you require, and the time at which you compute you fliall want them, which is carried 
by a countryman from poll to poll, to the fpot at which you mean to ftop, which mult 
be expreffed on the note. For this you pay the ex pence of one horfe, and the trinket 
of the countryman, the fame as the poftillion : you may alfo fend by him fuch part of 
your luggage as you wilh to be difencumhered of. This in Ihort is the only mode of 
tranfportmg effects in Sweden, public carriages being things unknown. No infiance 
has ever been adduced, notwithftanding the frequent change of the carriage by which 
it will have been conveyed, and its different conductors from every-ftage, of a box being 
ever loft, much lefe broke open ; nay it has happened, that when any have come open 
from accident, the contents have uniformly arrived l'afe, and without diminution, un¬ 
touched : this tribute of juftice is due to the Swedilb peafantry, as it tends to exalt them 
much above that of every other country. At every polt-houle the traveller is prefent- 
ed with a dag book day-book), in which he iuferts his name and quality, whence he 
Gomes, whither going, the number of horfes he takes, and if he be latisfied with the 
previous poftillion, &c. and every month this book is given to the Governor of the pro- 
vince. 

It is abfolutely requifite you fliould carry provifion with you*. Frequently do you go 
ten or twenty miles f without finding any thing but milk* wretched beer, brandy, and 
bread baked fome months before ; this is the cafe even in fouie towns, bot certainly not 
all* Of lodging you are confiantly fecure, every polt-houfe, without exception, being 

# Formerly die p ice was 4. ^killings; during 'he war k was doubled. We are not hit rmed whether 
or no it has been reduced as it ought to b<% and as the peafauiry have requefttrd ; who [ active that there 
ielefa travelling ft,nee titan there ufed to he before the augmentation. 

'j- The Swe&ilh mil.* which is that ufed through the work) it> Englifli miles, and 


obliged 
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obliged to Furnifh a feparate apartment with one or two beds for travellers* We found, 
indeed, at fome of the pofbhaufes in the interior, that this law was but indifferently ob- 
ferved, yet fuch inftances were very rare- Provided with a iervant who may /peak the 
SwediJh language you will avoid much inconvenience- In Sweden you may travel with¬ 
out any apprehenfion, in perfect fafety, either by night or day, Unlefs the froft be well 
fet in, efpeeial care fhould be taken to prevent the poftillions quitting the high road ; 
they are confhntly difpofed to take the fhnrteft cut, to fave a quarter of a mile or lefs, 
driving over Likes not fufficiently frozen, or which begin to thaw- As thefe are fre¬ 
quently covered with /how, you fomertuies fink into,without perceiving, them* Accidents 
of this description are fo common in Sweden that the number of perfons annually drown¬ 
ed thus by imprudence, is rated at two thoufand. 

All the houfes out of the towns are built of wood, and this even in Sank, notwith- 
Handing the contrary affertiotl of Le Voyageur Hollandats* Many tonfift of the ground- 
floor alone, A houfe of this defeription, of a good fize, cofts a hundred rix-dollars 
building. 

HeHinburg is an extremely (mall town, fuch as elfewhere would rank as a village; it 
contains at moll but twelve hundred inhabitants. On arriving at the poft office at Hel- 
fmburg, you Ihew your paifport. They are not very Ariel at the ctiftom- houfe ; if you 
give a note of 24 /killings to the officer, he will be finished without examining your 
trunks* 

From Helfinburg to Carlfcroon is twenty-three miles and a half, Chr'i/iianjiadt is a 
fmall town tolerably well fortified ; the King's regiment is there in garrifen. In 1772 
the revolution began in this town, owing to which, Colonel Hellicius, who commanded 
there,-obtained the name of * GvJlafajMold (Guftavus’s fhield). Chrijtianjiadt is famous 
for its manufacture of gloves. As you leave the town you pafs over a railed caufy 
of fome length, made over the marflies, which on this fide render the town difficult of 
accefs, from the facility with which they maybe inundated, Carljham is a fmall town, 
badly paved, yet pretty regularly built of wood* You pafs the limits of Scania, which 
you will have traverfed, before you arrive at Mory, and enter Bleking. The divifion of 
the two provinces is denoted by two boundaries of granite, on which the arms of each 
are engraven, and by a fmall ftream which runs a few paces from the fpot* 

Scania is the mildeft of all the provinces in Sweden, the horfes, oxen, and all ani¬ 
mals are larger aiid ftronger in this part than in any other. Many gentlemen pafs the 
fummer, and fome live here all the year ; but a ridiculous pride dhnini/hes the pleafure 
which otherwife might be enjoyed from refiding in the province* The vifits of gentle¬ 
men are always vifits of ceremony, in which they are accompanied by a number of fer- 
rants, and horfes, that are all maintained by their hoft forfeveral clays. After making 
a tour in this manner* they return to their homes, and live in feelufion during the reft 
of the year. Their nobility is fo ftrongly grafted on their minds that they pay no regard 
to women of the fecond clafs, even though they fhouid be married to men of the high- 
eft rank, The leacoaft is extremely pleafant owing to the different profpecls it affords, 
which are fuperior to thofe on the ihores of Zeeland, Here is fituated the greater part 
of the houfes of the nobility; yet along the high road we did not diftinguifh a fmgle 
one worthy of remark. On every fide, a$ you proceed, are blocks of granite laying on 
the ground, or in rocks, and trees which have fplit the ft one in working themfeives a 

* Kt M m S wed ilk, fouad like chi cbt in Engiifh j Jki a % fchi, 

paffage 
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paffage to the light. All thefe ftones afford ftrong ground for preemption, that the fea 
at fome period overflowed this fpot. The whole of this road is beautiful; it conftantly 
winds, and frequently affords moft charming profpe&s. In 1790, even at the ctofe of 
December, there were no fledges ufed for loaded carriages, yet the road was not Iefs 
excellent. This province contains mines of coal, alum manufactories, and yellow am¬ 
ber j but the fpots where they are found are at a diftance from the courfe of the road. 
At Rang, nea" to Skanor, in the fouthern part of the province, yellow amber is found 
in large pieces. Andrarum and Raflunda. adjoin each other on the road from Chriftan- 
ffadt to Yftadt (where you embark to go to Stralfund). At the former of thefe two 
places is a quarry and manufactory of alum j at the latter yellow amber is met with. 
At Boferttp, near Lund, is a coal-mine. 

Ac a fliort diftance from the boundaries of Scania, on the road to Carlfcroon, there 
are many afcents and defcents, down which the peafants drive with great hardihood at a 
violent rate. You cannot be deceived as to diftance on the high roads in Sweden, there 
being polls or ftones to mark it at every half and quarter of a mile. Villages in Blek- 
ing are more numerous and large, but for the moft part make but a wretched appear¬ 
ance. In this quarter you fee a number of lone houfes fpread about the country, but 
very few of brick, as afferted by many travellers. 

Carlfcroon was a pretty well-built town before the fire which happened in 1790, 
when it contained from fourteen to fifteen tiioufand inhabitants. At prefent it is almoft 
wholly ruined, not one houfein eight remaining. The naval arfenats, being feparated by 
a wall from the town, were luckily preferved; a high wind fpread the fire fo as to 
make it general, and almoft all the men who might have rendered affiftance were at 
fea on board the fleet j add to which, (for what reafon is unknown,) there was ir. many 
houfes a quantity of gunpowder, the explofion of which confequenily increafed the 
diforder inevitable on fuch an occafion. This town is fituated on an ifland, and built 
on the rock itfelf, which has rendered unnecefi'ary the paving of many of its ftreets, 
but which at the fame time makes it very unpleafant, as well for thofe in carriages as 
fuch as go on foot. The port is an excellent one, defended by two forts, as well as by 
its pofition; there is held the department of the royal navy. The old dock is cut out 
of the rock, and would certainly be worthy of notice, were it not for the excellence of 
the new one, which is above all praife, and which the Romans ai the height of their ce¬ 
lebrity would not have blulhed to acknowledge: it is compofed of thirty-one bafons, 
calculated to contain twenty fail of the line and eleven frigates; the bafons are cut in the 
folid rock, and are covered fo as to Ihelter the veffels completely: only one of thefe ha- 
fons are completed; fome of the reft are however began, but it feems doubtful whe¬ 
ther a work of fuch immenfity will ever be completed, the advantage of fuch an eftab- 
lilhment not being likely to compenfate its vaft expence; for It does not yet appear evi¬ 
dent that veffels are better preferved by being under cover than expofed, or at leift 
that their duration is likely to be fo far prolonged as to make the difference counterba¬ 
lance thecoft of the undertaking. A foreigner travelling to Carlfcroon will find it ne- 
ceffary to write to fome correfpondent to procure him lodgings, as otherwife he muff 
put up with fuch as the poft-houfe affords, which are wretched in extreme. Luckily the 
naval department, which cannot be removed, will fecure the fpeedy re-edification of the 
town. The fleet is very confpicuoufly difcernible as you pafs along a wooden bridge, 
on both fides of which are the fliips of the line and frigates. We counted fixteen of 
the former (their number being diminiihed by more than a third part in courfe of the 
war). The frigates fuffered lefs.. Independent of thefe, three or four are always Ration¬ 
ed at Gottenburg, and fever* l at Sweaburg. 
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At Carlfcroon there are one thoufand four hundred and feventy-five marines, divided 
into twenty-nine companies, one of which confifts of feventy-five men, and thirty-two 
of fifty each, the drums and fifes not included j befides thefe, at Gotten burg there is a 
company of one hundred men, and twelve thoufand failors regiftered for the grand fleet, 
who in peace time employ theinfelves as they will. Their allowance from the department 
is fix ftivers a day and two pounds of bread. Each vefiel takes on board ammunition fuf- 
cient for fixty broadfides. 


State of the Swedilh Fleet in 1766. 


At Carlfcroon. 


I of 
1 of 

1 of 
% of 
3 of 

2 of 

s 

6 of 
I of 
r of 

23 


Shipi) of the line. 


ICO guns 
96 

B+ 

74 

70 

66 

64 

60 

54 

5° 


Praams or floating batteries. 

4 of 20 guns and 24 oars. 

Frigates. 

- 40 guns 

36 
30 

24 

- 1S 

- 12 


J of 

1 of 

2 of 
2 of 
2 of 
I of 


Galliots, 

4 carrying 2 mortars and 2 fix- 
pound ere. 

Tranfports. 

6 of large tonnage for malls and 
timber, 

t 4 fmaller ones. 


At Stockholm. 

At Uouenburg. 

Galleys. 

Frigates. 

J2 of 44 oars, carrying 4 fix* 
pounders, and \ of twenty- 

1 of - 3 6 guns 

J of * 30 

four pound on the poop. 

1 of - 24 

28 of 40 oars, armed in the fame 

— 

manner. 

3 

6 of 36, the large cannon* 


t wr 1 ve^po u nde n>* 

4 of 32, do, 

4 of 28* do. 

Galleys. 

5 of 28 oars* 1 twelve-pounder, 


and 4 hx-poundm. 

54 

Brigantines, 

Praams* 

2 of 20 guns and 6 pair of oars. 

4 of 24 oars, and 24 large guns. 

4 Demi-gallies, 

1 of 24 oarSj and %6 large guns. 

Galliot. 

Advice boats. 

I armeAwith mortars and 2 fix- 

3 well armed, with 32 oars. 

pounderg. 

Galliot* 

EEC A PITUL ATI ON, 

1 armed with 2 large mortars and 

Ships of the line - 23 

2 fix-pound ers. 

Frigates - - 12 

Brigantine. 

Galleys - - 

De mi-galleys - 4 

1 of 20 guns and 6 pair of oars- 

Galliots - . 6 


Brigantines - 3 

Praams . ^ 

Transports * 




State of the Fleet in the Port of Carlfcroon in 1775. 


Ships of the line. 


The King Frederic 
Adolphus Frederic 
The Queen Lou i fa Ulrica 
The Pnnce Guftsvus 
The Prince Charles Frederic 
The Lion ofGothia 


Guns. 

7° 

7 ° 

70 

70 

70 

70 


Ships of the line—continued. 

Guns, 

Fredencus Rex - 
The HdTe Caflel * - t 0 

The Rrehme - £ Q 

The Finland - fi Q 

The Prince Charles - So 

The Frederic Adolphus * So 


12 


The 
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Ships of ilic line—continued. 

Guns. 

The Sophia Albertina » 

60 J 

The Sophia Charlotte 


The Frederica Amelia 

60 

The States of the Realm 

60 

The Liberty 

(So 

The Union or Concord 

60 


loll in 
1783. 


18 


Fifties* 

The Upland - - 50 

The Sudermania - 50 

The Sparre - 50 

Frigates. 

The Black Eagle - - 38 

The Prince Guilavus - 36 

The Phoenix - - 3+ 


The Falcon 
The lUerim 
The Iramas 
The Vnhure 

Frigates—continued. 

Gum* 

34 

34 

34 

34 

-1 _ *7 

The Pollux 
Goia 

Brigantines. 

of 1& guns* 
of 10 


Galleys armed as before Gated* 

The Carlfcroon 
The Cronenberg 
The Malmcca 
The Blekuig. 

Praams. 

The Achillea - 26 guns. 

The He£lor - - 26 


Remarl* The Elephant* of 124. guns, was the Iargeft vefTel that Sweden ever had * It was in being under 
the reign of Eric XIV-—At the time of the landing of Charles XIL in Zealand in 1700, the Swedifli 
fleet coaMed of thirty-eight Ihipe of the line, exclufive of frigates, fire-Ihips, and praams. 


Expence of the Swcdifh Navy at the periods adverted to. 




1696, 

1764. 

1768. 

1772. 

For the admiralty and corps of cadets at 

s 

1 

fiver Dollars. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

_ 

Cartfcroon 


f ' ~ 

- 

- 

624,765' 

Sailors 


- 

i,» 39> 8t .5 

- 

S 3.793 

Fleet of Galleys at Stockholm 


F 

L 

- 


138,817 

Flotilla of Finland 


671,498! 

21,866 

1,404,304 

276,647 

Veflels on the flocks 


- 

- 

- 

458,329 

Dock-yard at Garlicroon 



- 

- 

175,000 

Naval evolutions 

Charges of convoy 

Ccalling pilots 

* 

■ 

■V 

550,000 

649 


50,000 

- 


671,498! 

1,712,330 

1,404,304 

^ 777.35 1 

If to this laft fum be added the expence of the provincial regiments in 1772*7 * *,171,190 

> See table III. 

and that of recruits, with the general expences of the faid year. 

J 

2,708,880 

the fum will fhew the whole ex pence of the Swedifh forces that year in filver dollars * 

5,6*7,421 


According to the report laid before the fecret committee in 1772, the whole expence 
of the army, as detailed in the tables above, (exclufive of the charges incurred by the 
works on the fluices of Trolihetta ) amounted to 5,540,957 dollars, which at three per 
rix-dollar, give 1,846,985 rix-dollars banco, which agrees tolerably well with the fum 
above noticed. 

By the ftatement of Field-marfhal Count de Ehrenfvoerd, relative to the royal navy, 
it appears that the galley fleet at Stockholm, during the time it was under the direction 
of the board of admiralty, coft annually 223,893 filver dollars; and that under the di¬ 
rection of the faid Field-marlhal, the flotillas of Stockholm and Finland conjointly coil 
no more than 101,020 dollars per year. - Owing to the management of this general, 

3 c 2 the 
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the flotilla is conftrufted of armed fhips, which are calculated to ferve, as circum fiances 
may require, either as frigates or galleys. 

The towns and certain farms in the maritime provinces are obliged to furnifh the King 
with failors; fo that the navy is upon the fame footing as the provincial army. There 
are befides fome volunteer failors, who for a moderate fum engage themfelves on board 
the fleet, and who at intervals enter the merchant fervice. 

The whole naval force confifts, 

In failors furniflied by the towns, to the number of — 8400 

The rotar, doubled — — — 8300 

Recruits — — — — 700 


Total 


17,400 


But according to Cantzler, when the rotar is not doubled, which only happens in time 
of war, when the volunteers, the recruits, the failors from the towns, and the boys, 
who are rarely called upon, are not employed, there remains on fervice no more 
than 

For the towns — —* — Soo 

The rotar — — — 6200 


7000 


The ftaff of the Swedifh navy confifled, in 1773, of a grand admiral, two admirals, 
three vice-admirals, four rear-admirals, one rear-admiral, the prefident of the dock¬ 
yards; fix colonels, twenty-fix lieutenant-colonels, nineteen majors, fixty-two cap¬ 
tains, ninety-five lieutenants, one aid de camp-general, a warehoufe keeper, a captain 
commandant of artillery, a roll-matter, two captains of the dock-yards, five lieutenant- 
captains, a captain commandant of pilots and coafting pilots, and a lieutenant of pilots* 
In all two hundred and thirty-two officers. 

Expences of the royal navy according to the ftatement of 1787. 


For the board of admiralty 
the fleet and dock-yards 
the fquadron at Gottenburg 
loan to the failors - 

the equipage of the Swedifh fleet and flotilla 
of the Finnifh flotilla 

The comraiflariat - - 


Rix-dollars in fpecie. 

16,058 16 


472,191 

7>3S9 

■ 4*597 

36,841 

53*448 


3 ° 

06 

38 

■3 

38 


6 

9 


90,290 

66,666 


3 

32 


9 

o 


Total in rix-dollars 667,194 2 o 

To this if the expence of the army for the faid year be added, for the 

particulars of which fee Table III. equal to - - 1,064,996 18 o 


The total expenditure for the year 1787, for the army and navy col¬ 
lectively, witlbe - - - 


1,732,190 20 o 
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From Carlfcroon to Gottenburg is thirty-feven miles and a quarter; you return by 
the road you have already palled as far as Ruhnebu ; about half a league beyond, you 
turn to the right- There is another road by Kiikrid , but it is longer and lei's pleafant. 
Between Skitzurgue and Diuramela , you leave Blelung to enter Smaland : the roads are 
confiantly good, but hilly; the country wild : water is rarely found at the port houfes, 
inftead you muR be content with bad beer and brandy wine; there are many foreRs of 
fir and pine, which, however, are frequently of Runted growth, and here and there 
lakes. That near which the town ofVexiceuis fituated, is rather confiderable. Vexiceu 
is a very fmall town : notwithRanding it be the refidence of the governor of ‘liepro¬ 
vince, and a biRiop, nothing is to be had, and the necefiky of carrying your own provi¬ 
sions is as evident here as in the moR inconfiderable hamlet; one of the flreets is lined, 
with trees, but this is far from being the cafe with all of them, as fame travellers relate. 
On leaving Vixiceu, you crofs over bridges, feveral times, a river which has its origin in 
the lake, and empties itfelf into the Baltic about a mile from Carlfham; it is called the- 
Morunfo : afterwards you ccaR along the lake for feme lime. Succeed a number of 
woods more flourifhing than thofe pafled before ; the confequence doubtlefs of their 
greater diRance from the fea, which begins to be confiderable. The whole of this road 
is mountainous; if your luggage be heavy, it will not be amifs to take the road for Ion¬ 
ic oeuping upon arriving at CEurs, for although it be rather the fitrtheR way, it is by 
much the moR agreeable, and pafles through feveral towns to Gottenburg, whereas by 
the former road you go through none. You traverfe the whole of Smaland, a pro¬ 
vince which gives title to the King’s fecond fon: its inhabitants are reputed to preferve 
all the franknefs with all the rudenefs of their anceRors; they confider themfelves much 
fuperior to their neighbours, with whom they rarely intermarry, which circumRanee 
has not a little contributed to the prefervation of their ancient chara&er. This province 
yields a confiderable quantity of hops, tin its fouthern part, much iron is extracted 
from the lakes and marflies. The gold mine of Adelfers, the only one in the kingdom, 
is in Smaland ; it is little produ&ive, fq little, as not to pay the charges of working; it 
is fituated at a diRance from this road, but you go near it on paffing from Calmar to 
Efkiceu. From Hmfteu to Bor there are many afeents and defcenls, which during froRy 
weather are fomewhat dangerous. As you leave Verna/m , you crofs the Laga over a 
bridge, where you pay a toll of two fous for each wheel; after which the road to Stock¬ 
holm is on the right, and beyond, a very Reepafcent; here it is that you crofs the high 
roU to Helfinburg. On this Rage the eye is treated with nothing but fandy plains, 
heath, and Rone, with here and there fome Rreams. The fair of Vernamo has great 
reputation in the country ; the Ralls are permanent as well here as at other places where 
fairs are held, and are frequently confpicuous. From Gronhult to Tofstorp there are 
large forefls of pine and fir: on this Rage there is abundance of heath, with little or no 
cultivation. The four laR Rages are the worR; on the laR you travel over a great 
fteep by a road cut through the rock, on the border of a fmall lake. Along all this 
road you will find it frequently neceffary to apply the drag to the wheels. As we made 
this journey about ChriRmas time, called in the northern languages Yaul, and which 
has been kept in this country from time immemorable, we found provifion in every 
houfe; each individual had decorated the infide of his apartments with cloth, Ruff, or 
whatever moR valuable he poffefled, and the floor was covered with Rraw, which never- 
thelefs did not prevent the inhabitants letting lighted fire-brands fall on itr without pav¬ 
ing any regard to their extinction, a negle£t which will readily account for the frequency 
of conflagrations. "We did not remark, as is affirmed by Mr. Coxe, that the beds are 
commonly one above the other j but almoft every where did we obferve trunks ranged; 
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around the room, ferving as feats by day, and in lieu of bed (leads by night. Before 
you enter Gotlenburg is a cuflom houfe, at which the officers are very rigid : it is not 
however difficult to obtain allowance for one to attend at your inn, where you may dif- 
niifs him, according to cuftom, at the expence of 24 (killings. Complaint is made that 
the officers of the cuftoms here are, as almoff: everywhere, inlblent, knavifli, and coun¬ 
tenanced in their infolence. 

Gottenburg. At the poft-houfe you meet with indifferent accommodation, but will 
find better, although at a greater ex pence, at the Mi/s Mullers This city is very- 
pretty, it is the fecond in the kingdom, but much inferior to the towns in France of the 
third order: it contains at mod but fourteen or fifteen thoufand people, for although 
five hundred and eighty perfons died here in 1790, this number comprized many 
foldiers who returned fick from the army: the births were four hundred and thirty-fix. 
The town is interfered by canals, which are planted with trees, and which in fome 
places give it the appearance of a Dutch town; yet the houfes are far from being of 
equally good conftru&ion, few being of brick; neverthelefs the appearance of the new 
town has in it fomewhat plcaimg. The fuburbs is built on an eminence : here the 
failors refide, who are very numerous, as well owing to its being the flation of the Eaft 
India Company's veffels, as of a number of King’s frigates. 

Its hofpital was founded by Mr. Sahlgren, a wealthy individual; its revenue is 1500 
rix dollars; it contains thirty beds, two of which for lying-in women ; this number 
however, in cafe of neceffity, is augmented by two, and the whole has occafionally 
amounted to feven at once. Any woman in this condition may ring at the gate at any 
hour of the day or night, and be gratuitoully admitted. In this houfe forty-five aban¬ 
doned children were born in the year 1789, and in 1790, thirty fix. The fick have 
each a bed to themfelves, and the whole eftabliffiment appeared to us to be well at¬ 
tended : when we faw it, it contained but thirteen invalids. If defirous of fending 
thither a Gottenburger, you pay fix (killings per diem, if a flranger, eight: patients 
affli&ed with venereal complaints are the only ones not admitted. The fick are not 
allowed tea. There is one phyfician belonging to the hofpital, who is at the fame time 
both director and treafurer, and one furgeon. The molt common and mo ft dangerous 
maladies of the country are milliary fevers: thofe of an inflammatory nature are very 
rare; the hofpital is feldom full, unlefs in May, which is the unhealthy month. The 
Jiuor albus is very common-; it is attributed to the frequent ufe of tea, the cloth drawers 
which women are accudomed to wear, and the want of cleanlinefs. All the beds in 
the hofpital are without top covering even when the curtains are drawn, in order that 
the air may have free circulation. All the kitchen utenfils are of call iron. 

Cabinets. The Count de Sparre has about three fcore paintings, eight or ten of 
which by Teniers, Wouvertnans, Gerard Dow, &c. are worthy of attention. 

Mr. Nceurn the direftor of the cuftom houfe, pofi’efles a very conipleat coIleEtion of 
Swedifli coins and medals; his cabinet con fills of none befides: among other valuable 
coins he has one of Count Oxenftiern, which is extremely rare : notwithftanding this 
collection was only begun in 1783, ir already comprizes three thoufand diftinEt pieces. 

Refineries . There are three fugar refineries here, but on no very large fcale, two of 
them without the town ; the third, belonging to Mr. Jacobfon, is on an ifland formed 
by a canal, and feparate from any other building for fear of fire; it has four boilers, 
which however are not at alt times employed ; it feldom works more than two hundred 
and fifty hoglheads per annum. The fugar from it is extremely white and luftrous, 
but not very fweet, and fells at from 10 to 13 (killings per lb. according to quality. 
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Commerce. The commerce of Gottenburg is very confiderable, and may be looked 
upon as conftitutmg a feventh part of the whole exports, and one fourth of all the im¬ 
ports of Sweden; the ifland of Marftrand in its neighbourhood, ever fince 1775, has 
been a free port. In fpite of the invention between France and Sweden in 1784, by 
which an entrep6t was to be granted to the former in exchange for the ifland of St. Bar¬ 
tholomew, there is but one Angle French merchant eilabliflied here, (M. Fournier;) 
but this convention has not been executed in every point, and upon this may be ob- 
ferved that the Swedifb government has taken advantage of the fituation of France, too 
much occupied with concerns of a greater magnitude to attend to thofe of fuch trivial 
nature, and has neglected to fulfil all the ftipulations of a treaty, fo binding in itfelf, as 
to condition, that in cafe of non-conformity on the part of Sweden with its various arti¬ 
cles, France is to refutne poffeffion of St. Bartholomew; in a word, it may be faid, that- 
one of the parties is in full pofleflion of the grant made to it, the other not. In this 
town there are about a dozen Englifh houfes; the Englilh are better looked upon here 
than any other nation. Gottenburg is a long mile diflant from the North fea, and on 
the Gccutha, which is here a very broad river. In the year 1790, there entered its 
port feven hundred and feventeen foreign, and five hundred and ten national Ihips; 
thence failed for foreign ports feven hundred and feventy-nine, and five hundred and 
fifty-three to different parts of Sweden. Out of the feven hundred and feventeen whiclr 
entered this port, but fixteen were French, (the fame number as arrived at Stockholm.) 
The number of merchant veffels belonging to Gottenburg is, as ftated at prefent, two 
hundred and fifty; it is our opinion however, that it does not exceed two hundred and 
ten. 

Eaji India Company. This company, notwkhflandmg it has the privilege of trading: 
Kkewife with India, difpatches one or two and fometimes, but rarely, three fhips in a 
year to China alone. In January 1791, it poffeffed feven fhips in good condition, and 
one on the flocks. This company is managed in an admirable manner; it has four 
dire&ors, one of which is prefident, (Mr. Hoflerman,) and four others at Stockholm*., 
who are only honorary members of the direction ; no one, not even the King himfelf, 
has any right of infpeflion into the affairs of this company; the warehoufes, notwith- 
ftanding they are large, cannot contain more than three cargoes. The veffels in general ■ 
fail for China in the month of January; they are obliged to faw through the ice to.get 
to fea. If any order be fent to China, a very exact model of what is required muff go • 
with it, for the Chinefe copy minutely, even defefts. Offend and Antwerp hold many 
fhares in this company. 

The following is a table of the exports of produce from Gottenburg, in 1790; which - 
may be looked upon as lefs than a common year. The war having lafted to the middle 
of it, and fhipments in confequence were not fo numerous, the fea being open but 
few months of that year; for notwithftanding the belligerent powers had no cruizersat* 
fea, the fcarcity of failors, from fo many being employed on board the navy, muff have 
had a fenfible effe& on fhipment. 
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Export of Produce from Gottenburg , in 1790. 
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Specification of the Indian Merchandize , of which the Value is given in the Table. 

1,110,143 lbs. of tea; 149 pieces of filk of thirteen French ells in length, and five 
quarters wide; 155899 pieces of nankin; 5014 lbs. of raw white filk; 3197 lbs. cin¬ 
namon; 4918 lbs.rhubarb; 215 lbs. fago ; 957 lbs.rotin ; 7756 lbs. galinga ; 7 cans 
and a half of arrack; the can holds twenty-one bottles ; bamboo fans to the value of 
2438 r. d. 22 fch.; porcelain, to the value of 10,232 r. d. 44 fch. The whole of thefe 
goods formed but one cargo. To this is to be added, likewife, what is confutned at 
home, and what is ftnuggled out, which is to a large amount. ~ 

, ' 5 Herring 
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Herring Fijhery . This important branch of commerce, which for a while was anni- 
nilated, owing to the difappearance of the herrings, has now refumed its wonted biilk- 
nefs ; the fale amounts at prefent to fix hundred thoufand barrels of faked herrings, 
and thirty thoufand barrels of oil. Ten or twelve barrels of herrings yield about one 
barrel of oil. The price of a barrel of frelh herrings is generally four filver dollars; 
the expence of falling them, cade inclufive, (which colts about * 16 or 20 (killings), is 
five or fix dollars : the price of a barrel of faked herrings is from twelve to thirteen 
dollars, thus leaving a profit of from a dollar and a half to two filver dollars per barrel 
for the curing. The barrel of oil fells for 12 rix-dollars, it contains an awm f ; that is 
to fay, about one hundred and eighty common bottles. All the calks are gauged, and 
uniformly contain from a thoufand to twelve hundred herrings. The fifliery begins in 
October, and lafts till February, and even March, according to the feafon. 1 he greater 
part of its produce is exported to different places in the country, the coads of the Bal¬ 
tic, and the Mediterranean; they export alfo (particularly to the fouthern nations), 
dried and fmoaked herrings; thefe are of higher price than the former. Some adven¬ 
turers at this place have attempted the whale filhery, but without fuccefs. 

Generally, if afked to dine, it is an invitation for the day, and fupper as well: this is 
the cuftom throughout all Sweden, and even at Stockholm, but there it is confined to 
the fecondary ranks in fociety. Grace before and after meat, and a bow to the mailer 
of the houfe, are cuftomary every where: at times indeed, the length of this ceremony, 
and the ferious countenance aflumed by the Swedes, would incline us to laughter but 
for the intervention of reflection. At ceremonial dinners, healths are drunk in an 
enormous goblet full of Rhenifh wine or Champagne; the goblet is handed round, and 
each takes a fip: there are certain formalities to be obferved, in which you are inftruCled 
on the fpot, and the penalty, in cafe of omiflion, is to empty the goblet; to our minds 
rather an arduous undertaking: we were prefent at this ceremony for the fil'd time at 
the houfe of the Bifhop of Gottenburg, a well informed, and very amiable perfon : he 
is confidered the bed preacher in Sweden, and is indebted to himfelf alone for his emi¬ 
nent ftation in life, being the fon of a peafant. Apothecaries at Gottenburg are men 
of better information than in other countries, and what is fingular, they are held in 
higher edeem than either furgeons or phyficians. 

It is cudomary for the band of the regiment in garrifon to come and play under tha 
windows, or even at the door of ftrangers who arrive : you difmifs them at the expence 
of a trifle, or without giving them any thing, (as we were recommended to do,) by de¬ 
fir ing them on their beginning to go about their bulinefs. There is no other than yel¬ 
low bougies at Gottenburg, and it druck us as fomewhat fingular, that at a grand iup¬ 
per, to which eighteen or a fcore perfons were invited, given by the richefl merchant 
in the town, who is reputedly worth 400,000 rix-dollars, and who in 1791 built a 
wooden houfe which cod a fourth of that amount, there was none but tallow candles 
on the table. Many articles are dear in this town, if compared with their price in 
towns of fimilar dimenfions in France. 

Landing of the Dam in 1788. The Prince of Hefle came to Gottenburg in 1788, 
fliortly before the landing : on this occafion he was received with the greated detnon- 
ilrations of civility by the governor, and the Duke of Sudermania, who was there at 
the time : he took advantage of this to acquire fuch information refpecting the place, 
as might be ufeful to him. He could eafily have plundered the whole of the Ead In- 

* Vide table of Swcdiih money. - 4 See table of meafures. 
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dia Company’s warehoufes, the merchandize in which was valued at two millions of 
rix-dollars; but delaying too long, the firmnefs of Mr. Elliott, the Englifli mini Her, 
and the arrival of the King, whom none knew where to find, and who fuddenly arrived 
from Dalecarlia, put a flop to all he might have done, and obliged him to retire. The 
King on his arrival vifited the place, and found no preparations of defence: the balls 
were not of fit fize for the calibres of the guns, the artillery officer was ignorant of the 
range of his bombs, &c. Yet not with {landing thefe impediments, the King refolved 
on defence j he collected together as many volunteers and troops as he could mu/ler, 
and refolved on giving battle to the Danes in a plain before the town. On the other 
hand. General Armfeldt arrived with ten thoufand men, and it is highly prefumable 
that the bravery of his troops, joined to the prefence of His Majeily, would haveinfured 
victory to the Swedes. Beyond a doubt the city, and particularly the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany, which had mofl to lofe, owed their falvation to their fovereign ; yet, will it be 
credited, that finding himfelf in the greatefl diftrefs, and requiring from the Company 
a fum of money of no confiderable amount, he was unable to obtain from them but a 
part of what he afked ? The city of Gottenburg had a medal flruck in commemoration 
Of its deliverance in 1790, owing to the appearance of His Majefly, which however is 
not one of the beft executed by Fehrman. 

Between Gottenburg and Marflrand, you pals through Kungheil and KjufbUI; for 
the firfl ftage the road is along the river Gceutha, which flows between two ridges of 
rocks, the feet of which are in fome parts cultivated. Near Bobus, (a ftrong caftie 
fcized upon by the Danes in 1788,) you are ferried over two arms of the river, without 
unhafneffing, and for a very moderate expence. 

. JCunghil! , formerly very confiderable until deftroyed by the Vandals, is now a very 
fmall town, where two thoufand Danes were quartered in 1788. During their flay, 
they gave no caufe of complaint to its inhabitants. From Kjufhill, you proceed on foot 
to the fea fide over a (tony rocky path : there is a houfe here where you mufl fhew 
your paffport, an indtfpenfable article with which you mufl furnifh yourfelf at Gotten¬ 
burg : it is ufual to give eight findings to the clerk both going and coming, although- 
there be no obligation. The diflance acrofs to Marflrand is about three French leagues: 
it took us an hour and a half to go thither, and nearly three hours returning, owing to 
calms and our being continually obliged to ufe oars. The paflage lies between a num¬ 
ber of iflets, or rather rocks: there is an abundance of water fowl, which none are 
allowed to-/hoot for fear of frightening the herrings. For the ufe of the boat going 
and returning, (waiting a day at Marflrand,) you pay two or three rix-dollars ; but you 
mufl make your bargain beforehand at the pofl office of Kjufhill. 

Marjtrand. This town pofleffes nothing interelling, except its herring fifhery, which 
employ a the major part of its inhabitants. Notwithstanding it he a free port, it is but 
little frequented, and its population is very inconfiderable, in fpite of the privileges 
granted by government to fuch as efhblifh themfelves here. The caftie built on a 
rock ferves as a flate prifon. The commandant has been in the French fervice, and it 
is no difficult matter, particularly for a Frenchman, to obtain permiffion from him to 
fe^ the interior; if he be abfent, it is a more difficult affair, as the officers under him. 
dare not take upon themfelves to permit the entrance of foreigners; this happened to 
be the cafe with us: it has nothing however to recommend it, except the profpeft it 
affords, which is highly piclurefque, owing to the number of ifles and rocks feen from 
it, and even this profpeft may be feen with little inferiority of advantage from a pro¬ 
jection of the rock, without entering the caftie, You lodge at Fyrber’s. 
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CrfAP, II.— CalaraSls of Trolhcetta.—Road to Stockholm through Nertda and Wejlmania. 

Objefls on the Road and in its Neighbourhood interejiing to a Naturalifl . 

ON our return to Kunghill we continued our journey, as defcribed in the Itine¬ 
rary. At Stroeum you take a fledge, or a peafant’s cart, as tlie feafon happens to be, 
to go to Trolhcetta, where thofe cataraGs are fituated, fo worthy the attention of travel¬ 
ers j as far as this llage you keep alongfule the river, which is on your right, and fee 
fome cultivated plains, particularly hop grounds. From Stroeum you continue the high 
road to Wenerfborg for about fix hundred paxes 5 leaving it then to the left you turn 
to the right hand directly towards the river which forms in this fpot a fmall bafon, the 
water of which is as {till as thefurface of a lake, although at but a fmall diftance from 
the cataraGs : you crofs the river in very light boats, paying for the fare four fo us each 
perfon : for the fpace of a quarter of a mile you then follow the courfe of the river on 
the oppofite bank, along a road made of planks, conftruGed for the conveyance of iron, 
from the Ipot where the river ceafes to be navigable, to that where it begins to be fo 
again. You may alfo, by making a longer circuit, or in cafe of going from Wenerf¬ 
borg, pafs the river above the cataraGs; for it is ablblutely requffke you (hould keep 
on the fame fide as the hamlet of Trolhcetta, as nothing is vifible from the other on ac¬ 
count of the mountains which form the fide of the river: at the fpot where you pafs 
the Goeutha (below the cataraGs) is the iron warehoufe, which confifts of a tolerably 
large building on the ground floor, with different apartments, numbered. If defirous 
of avoiding the walk of a quarter of a mile, you will find, after eroding the river, car¬ 
riages peculiar to the country, which will take you to Trolhcetta and bring you back 
again, charging, on account of the time they flop, a mile, notwithftanding the diftance 
be no more altogether than half as much. We were conduGed all the way to Trol¬ 
hcetta by the waterman who ferried us over, and gave him for his pains eight {killings, 
with which he appeared well fatisfied. We advife beginning from above, near the vil¬ 
lage of Trolhcetta itfelf, where the faw-mills are, and defeend again to below the cata¬ 
raGs ; thus obtaining a profpeG of the whole, which is highly piGurefque, not only on 
account of the different falls, but of the rocks likewife which are feen on every fide : 
we were there on a fine funny day, and the earth was covered with fnow, which per¬ 
haps added to the beauty of this point of view : great expence has been incurred in the 
attempt to make this part of the river navigable, and thus opening a communication be¬ 
tween lake Wener and the North Sea; but it is apprehended with much reafon that 
this undertaking will never be brought to a favourable iffue : it would, perhaps, be a 
more certain and lefs expenfive plan to dig a canal, which leaving the river above the 
cataraGs might terminate in the bafon before alluded to : the diftance would be little 
more than a quarter of a mile, and a number of locks might remedy the inequality of 
the ground. Your curiofity fatisfied, you return the fame way back to Stroeum, and 
arrive at Wenerjborg, which poffeffes nothing remarkable but its iron market, this town 
being the entrepot for all that the province of Verm eland fends to Gottenburg; it is 
fituated on the fpot near which the Goeutha iffues from lake Wener. There is a raffed 
way of great length over the canal of Carlfgraff: it is arched at intervals, die fame as a 
bridge, and is the road to Norway; it has a parapet (for what reafon we could not con- 
jeGure) on one fide only ; in the middle is a ftone bearing an infeription which defig- 
nates under whofe government it was conftruGed. All this however but ill repays the 
pains of going to Wenerfborg; wherefore when at Kunghill you will do well to repafs 
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the Geeutha, make for Laha/l, follow the conrfe of the river as far as Trolhcetta, and 
thence take the road to Stockholm by Borfied, &c. Near Wenerfborg, on the oppofite 
fide of the Geeutha, are mounts Halleberg and Huneberg, in wliich are found quarries of 
alum, trapp, black chalk, and lapisfuillus in abundance. From Wenerfborg to Stock¬ 
holm is forty-three miles and five-eighths. The whole of this road is excellent, particu¬ 
larly from Marieftadt: in the middle of January we were not under the neceflity of 
ufmg a fledge before we arrived there, and even afterwards on account of want of 
fnow ; at the laft ftage we were obliged to take our carriage off and travel on wheels 
for on the 15th of January we faw verdure at the very gates of Stockholm. You pafs 
through the (mail town Lidkceuping and Marieffadt. You do not change horfes at 
thefe towns, which are neither worth the trouble of flopping to examine. They are 
pleafantly fituated upon lake Wener, which is vifible from the great fquare of Lidkoeu- 
ping. After pafling Iiofva you enter Nericia, where is a cuftom-houfe. The province 
ofSkaraburg, which forms a part of Weflrogotbia, and which we have been traverfing, 
has certain fpots which the amateur of natural hiftory may vifir, and will find foiiie cu¬ 
rious minerals, fuch are Kinnakulle , a quarry of aluni and calcareous ftone; Billingen , 
a quarry of alum. This mountain is fituated near the town of Skicsufde , between Fal- 
kceuping and Marieffadt, three miles and a quarter from the former, and five from the 
latter. At this mountain many curious minerals maybe procured; but, as it is of 
great extern, it will require fome time to examine all its remarkable parts. Black alum 
is difeovered here in flates, frequently enclofing petrified entbomolsihes , lapis fuillus in 
balls, both great and fmall, foiid, fparkling, granulated, and frequently encafing fmall en~ 
thomolitbesPnd petrified fliells. Spar of a conic form. Indurated and lamillated marl; 
clayey fiate; black foiid trapp, granulated with fibres like ears of corn. Solid calca¬ 
reous ftone of a red, brown, and grey colour, in which are frequently found petrified 
orthoccrathites and entbomolithes. Calcareous ftaladlites both white and yellow, fcarcely 
at all porous within, although formed by depofits in layers, and undulated at the fur- 
face : in thefe fometimes leaves are found enclofed. Lamillated gypfum, both white 
and ftriated, in exceeding thin fheets between flates of alum. Free-ftone of many va¬ 
rious forts. Coal, foiid and fliining externally, met with at times between flates of 
alum at Multhorp. In order to colled as many of thefe minerals as poffible, you fhould 
conftantly give the preference in your fearch for them to thofe places where they have 
been found before, fuch as Timurdala , Multorp, Uhmdai Beck, Hallevad, &c,— Myffe- 
berg, and Olleberg near Falkceuping. Here are found argillaceous flate, mixed with va¬ 
rious petrifactions, entbomolithes, and petrified ihells ; lapis fuillus , both foiid and granu¬ 
lated ; foiid red calcareous ftone ; flate of alum, &c. In this province are a number 
of quarries of alum. None of the fpots above-mentioned are in the neighbourhood 
of the above noted road except the firft, whither you may eafily go from Kalangen. 
AH the towns along this road are wretched, notwithftanding CEurebro and Arboga be 
capitals. After pafling by Lidkceuping you enter into foreft land. CEurebro is fitu- 
ated on the extremity of lake Hielmer, (at the mouth of a river that has a trifling fall, 
vifible from a ftone bridge,) which lake communicates with Mceler. Beyond Arboga 
you perceive the canal which joins the two Jakes; there are fome very handfeme locks 
which are deferving of notice. You enter Weftmania between Fellingfbro and Arboga. 
From Arboga through Kiceuping to Skinfkatteberg is fix miles and a quarter; hence 
you make a fhorr excurfion to Riddar-Hittann, the copper mines. Here yellow copper 
is found mixed with ore of black iron ; martial pyrites ; galena, ore of bifmuth in feales, 
in a rocky granulated ftone ; ore of cobalt, fteely grained, of a rare defeription. At 
Staljlm you meet with red ore, femi-tranfparent, cryftallized in fmall drufes ; mineral 
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pitch ; white and blue fpar; potter’s earth. Bafencss grufvan, another copper mine be¬ 
longing to Ridder Hittann, is fituared a fhort league from the others ; here you find 
yellow copper ore; ore of bifmuth in large fcales ; fcaly molybdene; tungften, or heavy 
ftone; amianthus, fometimes blended with yellow copper, which gives it a beautiful 
hue ; quartz in (lender drufes ; potter’s earths, &c. as th« copper ore is frequently mix¬ 
ed with ore of black iron, it is rather difficult to fufe. 

From Marieftadt to this place, you travel over plains in an excellent ftate of cultiva¬ 
tion, and tolerably well peopled. This, in many refpects, is one of the bed diftricts in 
Sweden: all Nericia is full of forges and mines. The following are the principal places; 
Quijbn&u , an iron mine; Wmtcrofa, copper and iron mine; the fir ft abandoned; Ax- 
berg, an iron foundry ; farboas, Nora, Linde , iron mines in the neighbourhood; in the 
two latter, which are near each other, the following varieties are found : ore of black 
iron, folid, granulated, cryftallized in o&aedra, difperfed in potter’s earth ^hematites of 
a bluifhcaft, lamillated, micaciou? and fparkling ; cloudy topazes in drufes; feveral va¬ 
rieties of drufes in quartz, and calcareous fpar. Near to Nora is a fmall mine of cop¬ 
per, in which is found folid copper ore, of fteely grain ; galena ; granulated ore of co¬ 
balt, cry ftallized amid the copper ore; calcareous ftone, &c. A mile and a half diftant 
from CEurebro, is Dylta, a large manufactory of fulphur and green vitriol. The ful- 
phur is extracted from martial pyrites, which abound here; it is difttiled in caft iron 
veffels; the refidue is lixiviated, and produces by evaporation, and cryftallization, green, 
or martial vitriol: the ferruginous ochre which remains, affords a red colour, with 
which the houfes are painted. At Glandjhammer are quarries of calcareous ftone, and 
filver mines abandoned. At Garphyttann , two mites further, is a large allum manu¬ 
factory ; the flate quarries are not far diftant and well deferve attention; here, black al- 
luin, in dates, is found of a bituminous quality, fo that inftead of roafting it, according 
to common prafltiee, before it is lixiviated, it is ufed inftead of wood, with much fuc- 
cefs, for heating cauldrons ; martial pyrites, folid, globular, and cryftallized in great va¬ 
riety ; indurated marl, frequently of a globular lhape; calcareous ftone; calcareous 
fpar cryftallized in pyramids; lapis fuillus, brown and grey, fparkling, granulated, 
fparry, rhomboidal, ftriared, prifraatic, and cryftallized ; calcareous ftone, of a red and 
brown colour, &c. From Garphyttann, by Sanaa to Hejslekulla , is a mile and a half; 
here you find an iron mine, the ore con filling of black granulated iron; calcareous fpar, , 
white, yellow, and of a violet hue, of a pyramidal fhape, covered with hexagonal cal¬ 
careous cry ftals in drufes; rocks of granate, cryftallized granate; and green earth of 
Hefslekulla: all the fpots where thefe are to be found, are near enough to CEurebro ; 
the following are much more diftant, and thofe defirous of vifiting them mult dedicate 
feveral days to the purpofe on that account. Liufnanburg , or Nyakopperberg , contains 
copper ore, formerly very rich, but at prefent very poor; it is-grey, azure, and yellow; 
the mine yields, alio, galena, blend, white, violet, coloured, and green fpar; fchoerl, 
fibrous, ftarry, and cryftallized in many different fhapes ; potter’s ftone, &c. Hellefors 
has many mines of' filver, which have been worked for a long time, but at prefent are 
nearly exhaufted, yielding very little; of minerals: galena, in fteely grains, in fmall 
cubes, and micacious ; yellow copper ore, blend ; arfenical pyrites, folid, and cryftalliz- 
edin needles; martial pyrites; calcareous fpar; rock pebbles, red, brown, and black. 
From Hellefors to Saxan is one mile, thence to Onjhyiia another. This ftage is precifely 
at the foot of mount Perjb'erg , which is full of veins of iron ore: by viiiting thefe 
mines you may procure folid black iron ore, in fmall and large grains; martial pyrites, 
granulated, cryftallized in oftaedra cubical, and in polygons in drufes ; leafyore of bif- 
muth; amianthus; potter’s ftone; fchoerl, fibrous, in fpar, ftarry, cryftallized, and i 
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prifmatlc ; rock garnet j garnet in drufes ; fteatites; ftarry afbeftos; calcareous ftone r 
lolid, and ingrains ; calcareous fpar; quartz ; drufes of quartz ; mica; and rock peb¬ 
bles, in feveral varieties. From Onflxytta you proceed to Philip/tadi^ a town a mile dif- 
tant: provided you have time to fpare you may vifxt feveral interefling fpots in the 
neighbourhood, Longbai}fl>iUa^ two miles diflant, contains a rich iron mine, the great- 
eft part of which is in hematites : here many curious minerals are found, blue hema¬ 
tites in folid grains, ft eel y grains, fparkling, micacious, and lamellated in leaves ; black 
iron ore of fine grain, fibrous, and cryffcallized in octaedra ; martial pyrites granulated, 
cryfiallized in drufes ; fparry ftalftem of very rich quality ; manganefe, white, globular, 
and ftarry within; calcareous fpar; ferruginous gypfinn, white and fparklmg; drufes of 
fpar, calcareous, in pyramidal cryftals, irregular, capillary in thin hairs; red and brown jaf- 
per, fometimes with fmall veins of iron ore : it takes a beautiful polifh; rock garnet j 
drufes of garnets cryfiallized; calcareous fchoerle in flairs of large rays; green and yel¬ 
low ferpentine; ophites of ferpentine, and calcareous ftone; mountain leather; moun¬ 
tain cork, and amianthus- From Philipftadt to Normarck^ is two miles: this Isa moun¬ 
tain full of very ancient iron mines, but does not abound in minerals; the iron ore is 
black, in fmall and large grains ; cryfiallized in thin drufes; galena in fmall cubes ; 
calcareous fpar which doubles the objedt, and cryfiallized in double pyramids ; joined 
to each other at their bafe; mountain leather; mountain cork; fchoerle, fibrous, and 
ftarry* Taberg is another mountain which contains iron mines, and is a great league 
diftant from Normarck; it is famous for the quantity of amianthus it yields ; here you 
may obtain iron ore, more or lefs granulated and teflilated ; blend with large Alining 
fides; martial pyrites, granulated, and cryfiallized in cubes ; calcareous fpar; micaci¬ 
ous and leafy ft eatites; brown mica; amianthus, grey, hard, almoft cold, coarfe, white, 
of a finer quality, lamellated in fine fibres, and blended with calcareous fpar; fchoerle, 
in fibrous ears ; fometimes fine fpecimens of amianthus are found ; iron ores, pyrites, 
and mica, united with calcareous fpar j fo that here a very handfome collection may be 
made- 

You return to Fhilipftadt, and on the road may examine the iron mine, Agegrufvan 5 
which adjoins the road ; you find here black iron ore, granulated and folid ; fchoerle in 
friable grains, and cryfiallized in prifms ; mountain cork, fometitries fprmkled with gar¬ 
ners ; calcareous fpar of feveral colours* In the weftern part of this province, away 
from the road, are the copper mines of Glafva and Qunarjkogi at prefent abandoned- 

From Arboga you proceed to Kongfaat\ a fmall town, or borough, pieafantly fituated 
at the extremity of lake Meier; we arrived there at eight o’clock in the evening, and 
notwkhftanding the precaution we took, of fending before for horfes, we had to wait for 
them till two o’clock in the morning, owing to the ill will of the poll-maker : fuch de¬ 
lays are very frequent in the evening, on account of the poft-makers being defirous of en¬ 
gaging you to fieep at their houfes, and the dread to which the country people are liable of 
driving by night- At times it has occurred that, with the fix horfes we required for our car¬ 
riage, fix poftillions came, and at others only one- In Scania and in Bf eking, they are 
more refolute* On the evening of our arrival there happened to be an afiemblyat the very 
houfe at which we flopped. Our drefs appearing, doubtlefs, ft range to them, the whole 
company came in files, of three or four at a time, into our chamber, to take a view of the 
foreigners. After this ceremony, which ferved to amufe us, and exhibited the whole of 
the beauties of the neighbourhood, (unfortunately but few,) we lignified our defire of 
participating in an entertainment fo much at hand; our requeft was readily granted, 
and front all the company we received the greatefl civilities; at fupper-dme, but for our 
pertinacious reftftance to the challenges made us, we fiiould have been unable to cooti- 
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nue our journey; unfortunately, it fo happened that none out of the whole number un¬ 
der-flood any other than the Swedifh language; (igns were, confequentlv, of much fer- 
vice to us j this inconvenience excepted, we palled the lix hours we (fayed in the mod 
agreeable manner imaginable, and imbibed a very favourable idea of Swedifh hofpitalitv. 

At Torfhalla, you fee from the bridge a number of fmall cat a rafts, which have a very 
fine effeft. Between Malmby and Lagellrok, the cable of Gripfiiolm is fituated, of 
which a defcription at length fliall be given. Near to Gripfiiolm is Oker, a cannon 
foundry, and near to Torfhalla Eflelfluna, of which, alfo, more fliall be laid in another 
place : pad which nothing more is met with worthy attention, before you reach Stock¬ 
holm. 

Chap. III. •— Arrival at Steel:holm. — General Account of that City . — The Court of 
Sweden, — The Royal Cajlle, — Play-Houfes. 

The entrance into Stockholm by no means announces a capital: we arrived by the 
fouthern fuburbs. The city, properly fpeaking, is very fmall, and fituated in an ifland 
at the point of junction of the fea and lake Meier: the fouthern and northern fuburbs 
are very large, fince from the north to the fouth gate is half a mile, but parts of the 
flreets are either without houfes, or covered with fuch as have only a ground floor, 
which is thecaufe why Stockholm, notwithftauding the great fpace it occupies, does not 
certainly contain more than 75,000 inhabitants : part of the houfes are of wood ; fome 
in the fuburbs wear the appearance of wretched cottages. Oneen-ftreet, and Regency- 
ftreet, in the northern fuburbs, are the handfomelt, and bell inhabited of the ^vhoie 
plain: in the fouthern fuburbs fome merchants refide, but not a (ingle man of rank- 
The north fquare will make a very good appearance when the bridge in contemplation is 
finiflied, and in cafe of their changing the front oppofite the caftle. The opera and the 
palace form the two other (ides, and are very handfome buildings. 

Few cities in Europe are lb badly paved as Stockholm, which is the more difagreeable 
from the royal garden being the only promenade within the city; and on account of 
that being damp and unhealthy, except in the height of Runnier, you have no other- 
place for walking. 

The fimajion of Stockholm is Angular, and highly pifturefque, and is comparable to 
that of no other city ; as it affords, from many fpots, nioft charming points of view, in 
which you fee a mixture of fteeples, houfes, rocks, trees, lakes, and" the caftle, which is 
diftinguifhed from every quarter, and has a molt admirable effeft. This capital, as we 
have before obferved, is built by the fea, and lake Meier: the locks on the fouth (which 
are a very handfome work) dividing them. 

The port is handfome, fpacious, and fafe, but difficult of accefs ; it frequently takes 
feveral days to gef to fea, or to arrive thence at Stockholm, on account of the courfe to 
be taken between mnnberlefs banks, to effect which, particular winds are requiiite. 
The quays are of aftonifliing breadth. J r 

Police. The city is but badly lighted ; the police is tolerably good ; a confequencc 
rather of the tranquil nature of the inhabitants, than any care that is taken. In the 
winter of 1792, fome difagreeable occurrences took place, on the part of Ruffians it is 
true -, but lorne time elapfed before means were difeovered of flopping tfefe diforders,. 
the exiftence of which, likewife, the police had feme difficulty in crediting, notwith- 
ftanding they were repeated often enough to put the matter out of quefHon : frequently 
it imputes exceffes that may be committed, to liquor, and this is the firft inftance we 
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have met with of fuch an excufe being admitted by the police; it muft; indeed be at- 
lowed that thofe who admit this plea are often drunk them (elves. 

Society here is dull; it is limited to tea parties at five o’clock : the ladies have their 
let days; and at feven o’clock all doors areclofed, thofe of merchants alone excepted, 
who are yet accudomed to give flippers, and from whom an invitation to dine is an en¬ 
tertainment for the day. Through the whole of winter we never but once fupped with 
a Swede, (the Grand Matter Bonde:) fometimes dinners arc given, but very rarely; the 
minifters atone keep an eftablifhment, properly fpeaking, and even the greater part of 
thefe do not really lb. The minifter for foreign affairs, alone, gives regularly a dinner 
once a week, at which the diplomacy meet for conference, and to which ftrangers are 
conffantly invited. The aifcontentof the nobility, a part of whom has retired to their 
did inch provinces, has greatly contributed to the diminution of the company found in 
this city. Society (that is to fay, of perfons liable to invitation on days of ceremony) 
is fo fcarce, that it does not exceed one hundred and fifty perfons; whereas it amounts 
to two hundred and fifty at Copenhagen ; and at Berlin, to two hundred and twenty or 
thirty. ; 

The foreign minifters had a club in the north-fquare, called La Societe, where ftran¬ 
gers and perfons well known in Stockholm were admitted. Here you read the papers, 
might play (but only at round games,) and dine and fup at an ordinary at a fixed price* 
always fure of meeting with good company. We are uninformed whether or not this 
fociety continues to exift; fhould it not, we pity the foreigners who may vifit Stock*: 
holm, as this farmed the chief, and frequently the only refource for them throughout 
great part of the day. 

. The inns are miferable; a ftranger, in cafe of remaining here any time, cannot abfolutely 
difpenfe with hiring furnilhed lodgings; for three rix-dollars a week, you obtain tolerably 
comfortable apartments, and at a lefs rate in cafe of taking them by the month. Very 
little wood is required to heat the rooms, the ftoves being of an excellent conftrmftion. 
Good laquais de louage^ as well here as elfewhere, are very rare, particularly fuch asfpeak 
French. You may hireglafs coaches at two rix-dollars and a half per day, or at from 
5 ° to 55 P er month, which indeed is the only way to be fecure of having fuch as are de¬ 
cent, for generally they are both old and incommodious. You pay three copper-dollars 
for a ride from one fpot to another, in a hackney-coach, a plotte for the firft hour, and 
four copper-dollars for each fucceeding one; but hackney coaches are not to be found 
at all times. 

. Society, which ought naturally to be gay, particularly that of women of a certain clafe, 
is Iciious and dull, Thefe ladies affeft to give themfelves airs, expect to be treated in 
the fame manner as ladies of the court, and are fond of your killing their hand. It may 
eafily be conceived how greatly this affumption of dignity, in every refpetft fo ridiculous, 
muft: affeft the pleafantry of fociety. 

Although we have extolled the natural probity of the Swedes, we do not pretend in 
this character to include the cities, particularly the capital. That bears a perfect re- 
femblance to other cities of the firft: rank: every thing is very dear; here as elfewhere 
are robbers, adventurers, and fharpers; in one word, it is as corrupt as a city can be 
that is filled with inhabitants of all nations. J 

The Court of Sweden. Prefentations at court take place every fortnight on Sundays 
at the inftant of the King leaving his apartment: which is ufually about feven o’clock* 
The etiquette of this court much refembles that of the court of Verfailles formerly and 
m many things is abfolutely the fame. The King is always preceded by his grand 
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officers; lie walks round the company, embraces the wives of the fenators, and fpeaks 
to every one without diftinftion ; but longeft to the minifters and foreigners; on pur 
very firft introduction, he converfed with us on the French revolution, and without 
hefttation alluded to that of Sweden in 1772, and the factions in his own country. 
Converfation ended, you fet down to play ; the game is a fort of lolo, at which every 
one flakes two and a half rix-dollars in paper, neither gold nor filver being feen _at the 
table : the Queen only has a feparate table, at which the plays at cards; the Prince 
Royal is by the fide of the table. Handing, the fame as at the levee, and retires as foon 
as the game is done, afterwards you go to fupper, at which every thing is concluded 
the fame as was at the French court; each Princefs has her officers behind her : the 
Gentleman Carver cuts for alt, and hands the plates: a balifter of wood feparates a 
third of the apartment: here the public is allowed to be: the ladies of the fenators have 
ftools to fet on, which is the only feats to be feen. When the King is defirous of fpeak- 
ing to any one, he addrefles him by name, and difmiffes him by a nod of the head. 
Supper concludes between ten and eleven o’clock. Strangers that have already been 
prefented, place themfelves by the diplomatic corps; it is cuftomary to remain to the 
end. 

The Queen embraces the wives of the fenators upon their Hooping to kifs her hand ; 
foreign ladies kifs the hands of the Queen and the PrincelTes *. We were prefented to 
the Queen immediately after having been introduced to the King ; as for the Princes 
and Princefles you attend on their day, and are prefented to them in their apartments. 

The following is an anecdote but little known. Charles XII. wrote from Bender for 
an exa£t account of the ceremonial of the court of Louis XIV., which was fent to him. 
A fugitive ruined prince, who breathed nothing but war, to require the etiquette of a 
court the mod brilliant in Europe ;• what a Angularity! 

Even before you go to the King, you vifit and are prefented to the Prince Royal; he 
always fpeaks to foreigners, and makes the circuit of his apartment in the fame manner 
as the King. On Thurfdays, the Prince dines in public at one o’clock, at which time 
you pay your court; we never met with any ladies on thefe occaftons. His mode of 
conduci is the counterpart of that of his Majefty: the minifters are conftantly with him, 
although they appear before his Majefty but once within a fortnight; they vifit the Prince 
three times in that fpace, which is fomewhat Angular. He is dreft in the Swedifh man¬ 
ner, without a cloak, his hair cut clofe round, and without powder. The countenance 
of this young Prince is interefting, and befpeaks a weak ftateof health, notwithftanding 
he is very well; he is extremely forward conAdering his years, and highly engaging. 
His hours of ftudy are exactly regulated ; every day he has eight or ten perfons to dine 
with him, and every thing about him is in the Ampleft ftile. The Prince never dines 
with his Father unlefs when in the country; he is reftrained from this privilege until he 
affinnes the fword, which he will do fhortly; this however did not prevent his father 
(on his journey to Aix laChapelle in 1791,} from declaring him regent, and upon our 
noticing this to his Majefty, he replied, “ Guftavus Adolphus took a town before he was 
invefted with the fword.” This required no anfwer. 

* Some years ago, the lady of the Imperial Ambaffador refuted to fubmit to this ceremony, and expofed 
lierfelf to a difagreeable affair at the Exchange ball. Without entering into the merits of her motive, 
whether good or bad, it is our opinion, that he a&s mo ft prudent who follows the cuftoms of the country 
he is in, and that all are particularly bound not to draw on themfelves in public, any odium by an untoward 
tlilpofmon. Be that as it may, from that period the Ambafladors from the Emperor no longer prefent 
their ladies at court, 
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We have obferved that the Prince dines on Thurfdays in public ; he takes a circle 
round the room both before and after dinner. We law one day a jDalecarlian who 
had placed htinfelf behind every one; the young Prince perceiving and recognizing 
him on account of his 'character!flic drefs, made way through the crowd, and coming 
up, took him by the hand and conveiTed with him for fome minutes. As foon as he 
quitted him, we perceived this man affedted by fuch a mark of condefceniion, fall back 
to the window and fhed tears of delight ; on this oceafion we made reflection, which every 
one has done a thoufund times before, of how little it colts princes to be beloved, how 
much the flighted kindnefs in them is valued, and confequenriy how guilty, or ill ad- 
vifed they muft be, where they fail of procuring for themfelves a pleafure fo gratifying 
and fo eafy, as the blcffmgs of the lowed clafs of their fubjedts. Guftavus III. enjoys 
this happinefs, and his fon follows his fteps : he cannot have a better guide; too young 
as yet to calculate upon the advantage of being cherithed by his people,, a day perhaps 
may come, when he will perceive the value of their affedtion for him. He is called to 
reign over a free people, and will learn from his father not to differ this liberty to en- 
creafe at the expence of his own; like him will he unite courage with prudence, and that 
proportion of policy neceffary to a throne, raifed within thefe few years on the wreck of 
arilfocracy, and we dare to prognoflicate he will flourilh; betides he will have the ad¬ 
vantage of having ftudied under an excellent matter, and thus be enabled to fix that 
irrefolution of the mind natural in a matter of fuch ferious confequence. 

That this article was written before the King’s death, will be evident; we were far 
from imagining that fuch an atrocious crime would fo fhortly deprive the Prince Royal 
of afupport and counfellor fo neceffary for him : what was yet far more difficult for us 
to forefee, was that fuch an abominable adlion would meet with its defenders. 

Suppers of the Court . The King gives a fupper at leaf!: twice, and frequently three 
times a week ; on opera nights in the opera chamber ; the other days at the caftle or 
Haga. Foreigners admitted to his company are confiantly invited. The King is feated 
between two ladies moft commonly at one end of the table. At Haga you do not wear 
a fword, but muff always be either full dreffed, or in uniform, the fame as in the city. 
In the fummer time, a part of which the King fpends at Haga, he invites-foreigners like- 
wife to dine with him, which invitation is generally for the whole day. In order to be 
entitled to dine with His Majefty, it is requifite for a Swede that he fhould at leafl be a 
Lieutenant-Colonel, The King indeed, fometimes admits young people to this honour, 
who are not of fuch high rank, but this is edeemed a fpecial favour. As for the King’s 
fuppers they are without ceremony, even when the royal family is prefent, which is fre¬ 
quently the cafe at the opera; the Queen and Princeffes feating themfelves at the middle 
of the table without difiindtion, You are waited upon by pages, the principal ones at 
the King’s table are officers, and bear as fuch a diftindtive mark, (a handkerchief tied 
round the arm,) as is the cafe with the chief page of the Duchefs of Sudermania, and 
the King’s filter. 

The two Princefies each give a fupper once a week, at which foreigners, who have 
been once admitted, require no invitation : they play at quinze ; there is alfo a loto, at 
which you may game very low, if fo difpofed. 

The educanon of the pages is much negledted, at the King’s table they wait on every 
one, thoffc who are officers only excepted, who wait on none but the Princes. Thefe 
latter have none of their own. 

You take your leave fever ally of all the court, conduced by the minifler of your 
nation. 
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Firft audience of foreign miniflers. —During our {lay at Stockholm, a new envoy from 
Pruflia had his firft audience of the King and royal family; the following is a defer option 
of the ceremony. A carriage belonging to the court, in which was the mailer of the 
ceremonies, went to bring the rainifter from his hotel at about half-pa ft feven at night; 
the miniller got in ; befide him fat the minifler from Holland, and in front the mailer 
of the ceremonies. In a following carriage was the Charge d' Affaires of Pruflia. Upon 
his introduction into the great dining-room, where there was a large company collected, 
it was announced that the King was ready to receive the credentials of the new minif- 
ter; upon this the doors of the audience chamber, which adjoined, were opened. The 
King had his hat on ; he was feated on an arm chair of crimfcn cloth, the back of 
which was ornamented with the arms of Sweden, carved in wood and gilt; he was ad- 
dreffed in French, and anfwered in the fame language with inexpreffible grace and dig¬ 
nity : he had five or fix of the principal officers of his court about him. Upon the mi¬ 
niller from Pruffia leaving the prefence, he was afterwards concluded fucceffively to the 
Prince Royal and the other Princes and Princefles. We followed him to the young 
Prince, who made his fpeech with all the noblenefs of manner and confidence that a 
fovereign the mo ft accu Homed to thefe forms could poffibly (hew; we were the only 
fpeClators upon the occafion. The minifler was re-condufted to his hotel in the fame 
manner, and in the fame carriage, which, by a pleafant chance, has preferved the 
name of a Dutch miniller of whom it was purchafed, and is known by no other appel¬ 
lation. 

The coaches of ambaffadors and fenators only enter the court of the caftle, which is 
very inconvenient for others, the open piazzas under which you walk not fhelteringyou 
from the wind. 

The royal caftle is fituated within the city proper, on an eminence, fo that it is vifible, 
from every quarter, and forms a finking objed. It is not large, but its architedure is 
good, and it is altogether one of the prettied modern palaces in exiflence. Lc Voyageur 
Hollandais afferts, that it is larger than that of Copenhagen, but not fo handfome nor fo 
elegantly furniihed; precifely the reverfe is the truth. It is built of brick, cafed, the 
roof a FItalienne , was begun by Charles XI., and entirely finifhed by the late King ; it 
forms almoft a perfed fquare. The interior court is two hundred and fixty feet by two 
hundred and twenty-four, and has feventeen windows by fifteen ; it is four dories high, 
three of which are lofty and one low. The entrance court is femicircular; the front 
has twenty-three windows in a row; ten Doric columns, joining the wall, fupport an 
equal number of Ionic caryatides , and above them are ten fmall Corinthian pillars, which 
reach the top of the building. The fouthfide, or that of the theatre, has fix large Co¬ 
rinthian pillars half immerged, crowned with trophies, twenty-one windows, and as well 
as the oppofite fide, is three hundred and twenty-eight feet long. The fourth fide, 
which fronts the fea, has twenty three windows, and is three hundred and fixty-four 
feet long; is fix dories high, three of which are lofty, and three fmall in the wings 
alone. The corps de logis, which is of nine windows, is but of four dories, three of 
which are lofty, one low, with three arcades in the midft. To the corps de logis there 
are Compofite pillars, and at each window of the fird dory two fmall Ionian pillars. 
To the principal corps de logis in the court are nine arcades, the pillars of the Corinthian 
order, and two fmall columns to the windows, the fame as in front; tile oppofite fide 
is the fame., The breadth of the building at the corps de logis of the principal entrance, 
and at two others, is 52 feet; at the two remaining, an arch ferves as a gateway. The 
depth of the building on the fide of the declivity is but forty-two feet; at the extremities 
of this dope are two large lions in bronze. Before one of the fronts of the caftle is a 
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final l terraced courts of two hundred and fixty feet, from one pavilion to the other, by 
one hundred and thirty-eight ; this ought to be a garden ; it has handfome marble ba- 
lifters as well on the quay (or lower) as on the oppofite or higher fide. The pavilions 
to one ftory have nine windows infide and as many on the quay ; the lower part of the 
pavilions was intended for an orangery, but is appropriated to other ufes ; it is in ar¬ 
cades. 

The chapel is very handfome, and well ornamented; it is one hundred and twenty- 
five feet by forty-two, with a gallery all round; the ftaircafe leading to it is of marble- 
The flairs are moflly very handfome; the flabs of ft one of which the flights are formed 
(fome of them marble) are very beautiful* 

The chamber of the Jlates is oppofite to the chapel, and isprecifely of the fame ditnen- 
fions; it is ninety-ftve feet from the door to the throne, which is thirty feet diftant from 
the extremity of the room. The throne is afeended by eight fteps, owing to the rows 
of feats with which the chamber is furnifhed, being railed one above the other, as in an 
amphitheatre, from the entrance. The nobility occupy the right of the King, the clergy, 
burgeffes, and peafantry the oppofite fide: it is entirely furrounded by a gallery with 
feats; this apartment is both elegant and noble. Adjoining is that in which the orders 
of knighthood meet, which is fucceeded by the two chambers in which the fenate for¬ 
merly aflembled. In the former of thefe three rooms, are four pictures in tapeflry, 
which reprefent the battles of Charles XL, given to that monarch by Lewis XIV,"" 

The' King’s apartments • The apartment in which the King has his couch&e in the 
evening is compofed of a grand fquare falcon, adorned with pillars of wood gilt, on 
which are two ftatues* Apollo and Venus Callypigi ; the face of the latter is that of 
Countefs Hcepken: thefe ftatues are of the natural fize in marble, and were fculptured 
by SergelL They front each other, with their backs towards looking-glalfes. To this 
fucceeds a large faloon, the furniture of which is of French velvet; this is an elegant 
apartment, contains a number of plates of glafs, and fix bufts of the reigning family by 
Sergelh From this faloon you enter a fmall ciofet, which ferves as a paffage into the 
gallery; in it is a bafon of marble, fupported by three feet of a couchantjicn, a very 
ancient piece, and three antique ftatues, Pifcenmus Niger, Juno, and a young man with 
a fwan holding a ferpenc in its beak; the gallery contains a number of fine paintings. 
Two children by Rubem . The Judgment of Paris by GoypeL Venus and Adonis by 
Le Moine % which with the preceding make a pair ; both are beautiful, and do honour to 
the French fchool. The four Evangelifts in the fame picture, by Vandyke or Valentin , 
very fine. The Virgin by Giordani, the colouring rather too high* Sigifmond on 
horfeback, by Rubem, exqtiifite. It was bought at an inn by Mr. de Teffin for a ducat. 
A dead partridge, a finifbed perform an ce, of Hondecater , Venus and Adonis, by Van - 
dyke , appears as if the painter had had fome other intention on beginning the piece. 
Adonis has very much the appearance of Jefus dead, and being carried to the fepulchre; 
the head of Venus refembles that of the Magdalen by Le Bran. A number of very 
pleafing Flemifh pieces ; fome by Wouvermans * St, Jerome by Vandyke ; this painting 
had received confiderable damage, which has been repaired, UlyiTes and Ajax per- 
fuading Achilles to take up the taufe of the Greeks; a very fine painting, by Laireffe » 
A philofopher with a book in his hand, a precious jewel of Rembrandt ; in this is given 
a moft beautiful effect cf light. Mercury, faid to be by Rubens, bought at the culiam- 
houfe at Antwerp, A fine piece of gamefters playing, of the fchool of Vandyke \ it Is 
faid to be a reprefentation of the family of Charles I* A butcher ripping up an ox, by 
Teniers, a fubjefl: which he has frequently treated, A likenefs of De Witt, the grand 
penfionary, a very handfome painting, attributed to Vandyke* The family of Rubens, 
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by Vandyke. Some birds extremely well executed, by Vanacht , 1664. An old woman, 
by Rembrandt. Mercury and Argus, by Simon de Pefaro. Mutius Scasvola, by Pouf- 
fin; it is a pity this little picture fhould have fuffered fo much injury. Sufannah, by 
Rubens, on wood. The birth of Ericthonius, a (ketch of Rubens. The Virgin, by 
Vouet ; an engraving has been made from this. Two beautiful landfcapes, by Berghen. 

A Virgin, attributed to Holbein. A child, faid to be by Titian, fomewhat damaged. 
Give unto Geefar, &c., a fine painting by Lanfranc ; the colour in fome places is faded; 
the heads in it are beautiful. Befides thele, this gallery contains thirteen antique 
marble (latues; but that incomparably the moft valuable is Endymion, in the middle of 
the room. 'This is a piece ot exquifite beauty, and-worthy of being matched with the 
moll celebrated pieces of antiquity. He is in a lying pollute ; one leg and one arm 
have undergone repair, which might indeed have been better done. The King bought 
this fuperb jewel at Rome in 1784, for the trifling fum of 2000 ducats. Undoubtedly 
the Pope would never have confented to its removal from Rome, had it not been for 
this Prince. The nine Mufes, bought likewife at Rome with three other pieces for 
3000 ducats, on account of the King; although the whole nine be not of equal merit* 
or in the mofl beautiful antique ftyle, they are not the lefs valuable for the lludy of the 
art, each poflefling fome fine pouches, particularly for the inilru&ionof the natives of 
, the country, who are deflitute of a fmgle Greek or even Roman antique without the 
palace ol His Majefty. The drapery is the bcft executed part of thefe (latues. Poly¬ 
hymnia and Terpfichore are fuperb. Euterpe, Erato, Clio, and Urania, handfome 
pieces. Melpomene and Thalia, but ordinary. Calliope is the word of the whole. 
There are other paintings, which certain journalifts have highly extolled, particularly 
the three Graces, and the nuptials of Amphitrite, attributed to Rubens', thefe we have 
not noticed, from our conceiving them to he only of the fchool of that mader, forming, 
our opinion upon that of certain connoifleurs as much attached to their country as raeu 
can be, and as well inclined to publilh whatever might juftly tend to its glory. There is 
an Apollo playing on the lute, which for a length of time was taken for a woman, the 
head being loll; thisllatue has been engraven as fuch by Cavacippi. The Pope finding 
a ftatuc in an entire date with fimilar attributes;- the error occafioned by his difguife in 
woman’s apparel was made evident. An ancient Prieltels. A Fawn couchant, a finall f 
datue by Sergell; the body is extremely beautiful; it is perhaps the mailer-piece of that 
famous fculptor.—Leaving the gallery you enter a clofet, which ferves as a palfage 
here are two Fawns carrying wine budgets, with a woman holding a goblet.—Succeeds 
a parlour, containing a number of paintings. The gratitude of Achilles to the daugh¬ 
ter of Nicomedes, a pretty piece, attributed to Wanderwerff. The prefentation at the 
Temple, by Tiepolo the younger. The birth of Chrifl, as a companion, by the fame 
hand. The triumph.of Amphitrite, faid to be by Rubens, but more truly by Diepenbeck , 
liis pupil (this is the painting we have previoufly noticed). A Madona, attributed to 
Corregio. The confpiraey of Zilka, after the manlier and certainly from the fchool of 
Rembrandt. A portrait of Cromwell, very handfome, and in good prefervation. A 
head, the wife of the Parmefan. A head of Chrifl, by Albert Durer ; in which the red 
predominates too much Srienus, by Rubens , with an epifode of rather a loofe deferip- 
tion, has greatly differed; it is engraved, and is to be found in many colletlions. Be¬ 
fides thefe, there are a number of other paintings. Some llatues and fome bulls are to 
jbe leen. ^Silenus drunk, a final 1 flatue. Achilles when a child, which has undergone 
repair. I wo linall antique Mufes. Columns of marble in fliape cf the trunks of trees, 
two dog’s tongues in marble, a fluted pillar, with a balket fora capital. Two hyppo- 
grifluis, A fniail antique goat, well executed. A large cornucopia iculptured, ending: 
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with a boar’s head; this is placed over different pieces of antique fculpture, which form 
a very pleating whole. Two blocks of granitella, on one of which is depofited an urn, 
or rather a vafe, on which children and birds are fculptured, by a nice hand ; on the 
other is a piece of porphyry, formed into the fliape of a tub. In another apartment is 
the portrait of Charles I., by Vandyke . Four beautiful heads, by Nagari. Chrift being 
crowned with thorns, a large painting, taken from a church, the author of which is 
unknown; it is minutely beautiful. An urn with compartments, fupported by four 
lion’s feet. An antique marble feat. A large urn; on the cover a young lion is feen 
devouring a bull. Two fmall baths, with hermaphrodites. A filiall (fame of Paris, 
with one knee on the ground before the apple. A large modern vale of granite, un¬ 
fortunately broken. A handfome antique vafe, witii ears to it, of very elegant fliape 
and well preferved. Befides thefe, you find on the tables or mantle-pieces of thefe 
apartments, vafes, bulls, and bronzes, either antique or copies.—In another apartment 
are a number of large dilhes of earthenware, known by the appellation of Raphael 
ware ; of it there is a great colle&ion; vafes of Swedifli porphyry, of an elegant form 
and fine workmanfhip: Ibme bulls, and a fmall ftatue of the god Pan. The whole of 
this fuite of apartments is fuperb; at the end is a tolerably large dining-room, which, 
however, does not correfpond with the reft. On the fide is a fmall theatre, where for¬ 
merly plays in French were afted; at prefent it ferves as an occafional mufic room. 
We heard a woman fing here, who muft needs be fixty years of age, fince fhe fang at 
the confecration of His Majefty’s father in 1751 ; notwithftanding this her manner of 
finging was excellent, and much fuperior to that of the fingers of the opera of the pre¬ 
fent time. 

From the firft fquare faloon which we have previoufly noticed, you pafs through a 
narrow paffage to the King’s bed-chamber, in which is the buftof Madame de Brionne; 
this chamber has a communication with a fmall apartment, ornamented with the portraits 
of the Kings and Queens of France, done with a pen; the portrait of a lady in black, 
and that of the Baron d’Armfeldt, in a warrior’s drefs, by Vertmuller, a Swede, member 
of the Royal Academy of France. You afterwards afeend, by a very narrow ftaircafe, 
to a fmall room between the two floors, the ornaments of which are perfe&ly beautiful; 
the defigns by Mafrellier : it contains a number of bronze figures from the antique, 
prettily diftributed in little niches: from this room you pafs into a chamber which the 
King calls his divan ; it is extremely fmall, and decorated very richly in the Turkilh 
ftyle ; it is lighted by two lamps of much tafte, fupported by tripods from three to four 
feet high. When lighted, this divan is beautiful. As we entered thefe apartments we 
left our fwords. 

The fecond ftory confifts of a number of rooms; in one of them the King holds his 
levee, the cafe commonly every other day from eleven to twelve. The apartment has 
a grand and fmaller entrance, and every thing here is regulated upon the fyltein of the 
court of Verfaiiles. Afterwards follows a very long gallery, in which the court aflem- 
bles on Sunday evening every fortnight, and next the card-room ; the grand gallery 
communicates with the Queen’s apartments; from the anti-chamber, through which, 
you enter to the levee, and in which their Majefties dine in public, you pafs into the 
council-chamber; this contains a number of paintings; one of fize, a very fine piece, 
by Lnirejfe ■, reprefenting the detection of Achilles. The four fathers of the church, in 
one beautiful piece, by Rubens. Suzannah and the eid rs, by the fame, very natural, 
fine, and well preferved. The family of Darius at the feet of Alexander, by Trevifani, 
one of his belt works. The portraits of Guftavus Vafa, of Charles XU., and a beauti¬ 
ful one of Chriftina, by Beck. A buftof Guftavus Adolphus, and the Prince Royal, 
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by Served, about whom a child on foot encircles a garland. A bronze bull of Charles 
XIL, by Bombardon the younger. This apartment was to be enlarged; the defigns for 
the purpofe, projected by 'Mafrellier, were Ihewn to us. It is to be connected with the 
neighbouring chamber, that contains a painting by Gagmrot, which reprefents the Pope 
accompanying the King to the Mufeum. 

It is in contemplation to eftablifh a Royal Mufeum, which is to hold all the collec¬ 
tions made by the celebrated Nicodemus Tcjfin , to whom are owing the handfomeft build¬ 
ings in Stockholm ; by his fon Charles Guftavus, of equal celebrity as a connoiffeur of 
the arts and ftatefman j by Queen Louifa Ulrica, the worthy lifter of the great Frederic; 
and by Guftavus III., the firft King who travelled to promote the arts, which formed 
his chief delight. In this Mufeum is to be depofited the whole of the antique fpecimens 
collefted by them, than which, out of Italy, it would be difficult to produce a more 
precious collection. The Endymion, Apollo, Minerva, and the nine Mufes, will form 
its chief beauties in fculpture." It is to contain paintings; drawings by great mailers, 
of which there are thirteen enormous volumes; engravings, moftly proofs; the bell 
works on the arts; Etrufcan vafes, bronzes, medals, and ancient and modern coins, the 
number of which amounts to twenty thoufand, the union of three valuable collections, 
&e. 

From this profpeftus one can but form a favourable idea of the intended Mufeum, 
Mr. de Fredenheim, whom we lhall ffiortly mention, is occupied with this eftablilhment, 
as iniendant of all the King’s collections in the department of the arts. 1 his appoint¬ 
ment does him honour, and will certainly not be blamed by thofe who, like us, have the 
happinefs of knowing him. 

Theatres. They have four theatres. The grand opera in the Swedifh language, at 
which there are performances on Mondays, and occafionally on Thurfdays; the aftors 
are pretty good; Mr. Kajlen is the firft finger, who is of impofmg appearance, and 
plays in a noble flyle; notwithftanding which one Hill feels there is fomewhat in his 
manner to look for. Madame Muller is poffeffed of great talents, but withal has a 
Danifh accent, in cur opinion, very difagreeable: her hufband is an excellent violin 
player. The dancing part, managed by a Frenchman, is very tolerable. Mademoifelle 
Baffi (who, however, we believe has fmce left them) was the firft dancer; ffie perform¬ 
ed at Paris fome years back. The dreffes are extremely rich, and propriety of coflume 
moll critically adhered to; as for fcenery, they may in this article vie with the moll ele¬ 
gant theatres \ and in point of machinery, the moll difficult fpeftator has nothing to 
condemn. Within five months, that is to fay, in courfe of two or three-and-twenty 
nights’ reprefentations, we were prefent at nine diiFerent operas, three of which na¬ 
tional. Guftavus Vafa in particular is extremely curious; the fcenery of the firft aft, 
which reprefents the court of Chrilliern, is exquifitely beautiful. The fubjeft is, for 
the natives of the country, of a very interefting nature, and is compofed by him the beft 
qualified to appreciate the great qualities of this Prince*. The mufic of the piece by 
Naumenn, is frequently very fine; of the merit of the compofition we were unable to 
judge, but were told that the verfes were excellent. In the opera of Eleftra, life wife, 
there is a beautiful fcene; one of a new defcription, and extremely rich in Thetis ami 

* The King has framed the (keltton of feveral operas and many Swedifh pieces ; he is extremely partial 
to the tlagt, is well acquainted with it and an excellent judge particularly ot trench pieces; often is he 
the only psrfi.n who fccUand applauds certain paffages ; milch of the delicate ftrokes of a language efcaping 
thofe who even fptak ;t fl ently, uni. (s it he fundamentally aequiied , but the King under (lands the trench 
language equally well with the belt-informed Frenchman (This article we have left exactly as it was ori¬ 
ginally compoftd.) 

Peleus, 
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Peleus, a very old opera, the inufic of which is but indifferent, notwithftanding the pro¬ 
duction of an Italian, but remarkable on account of its being rehearfed on the evening 
of the memorable day on which the revolution took place in 1772, at which rehearfal 
the King was prefent till eleven in the evening, evincing the greateft tranquillity, and 
apparently intent on nothing but the opera, fo much fo, in flioi t, that many perfons who 
had heard a rumour of it. could not be perfuaded it would take place on the morrow. 

For the chief feats at the opera you pay thirty-two ikillings. Provided you have no 
feat in the boxes, it is ufual to fit in the pit; but a foreigner of any notoriety eafily ob¬ 
tains a place either in the box of the mini (ter of his nation, or in 1 'onie other. In the 
winter on thofe days on which there are performances, the King fups at the opera, with 
a great company, and thofe (hangers admitted to his fociety, are conftantly invited. lie 
has referved for his own ufe a very elegant apartment there, in which is a painting by 
Depres, (an artift of whom we (hall fpeak as we proceed:) it reprefents the Emperor 
Jofeph and the King of Sweden in the church of St. Peter, at Rome, with the Pope of¬ 
ficiating. A number of figures are very finking likenefles. 

The theatre is handfome, and the coup d’ceii it affords very pleafing; the ftage is 
large. This building forms one of the Tides of the north-fquare, and has a very fine ef¬ 
fect The palace of the Princefs Sophia Albertina, the only one who has apartments 
without the palace, is oppofite, and in architeflure perfectly correfponds. The capitals 
of the columns of the front are of iron, founded by Afplund, In the veftibule are to 
be columns of granite, now polifhing near the north-bridge. 

The French theatre is only comparable to one of our provincial Rages ; but for a 
Frenchman it mu it be pleafing to meet with performances of his nation, in the very bo- 
fora of the north. M*** was fora long time the principal a&or at this theatre, and it 
was imagined that the unmeafured bounty of the King would have induced him to re¬ 
main, but M*** has demonftrated, that fenfe and conliderable talents can be united-to 
a corrupt heart, and the fouled ingratitude. His behaviour towards the King, and the 
manner in which he left Sweden (to pace the boards of the fifth play-houfe in Paris,) 
would have difgraced any one but hiinfelf. They play on Wednefdays and Fridays at 
the French theatre. On the other days of the week, in the.fame houfe which is built 
of wood, is very mean, and very inconvenient * ; the company of national aftors per¬ 
form ; this company was lately compofed under the aufpices of His Majefty, and has al¬ 
ready arrived at a fmgular degree of perfection, the (hortnefs of the time confidered; 
the King interefts hinifelf greatly in the improvement of the aftors, to which circum- 
ftance the fpeed of their progrefs is to be attributed. Coftume is always rigidly attended 
to among them, and their dreffes are very good. They perform both tragedy and co¬ 
medy. For the chief places at them, as well as the French performances, you pay 
twenty-four (killings. The latter company, frnce the death of the King, has been dif- 
miffed. 

The fourth theatre may be compared to that of our boulevards, as well for the place 
itfelf, as the company which refort to it ; at this they play trilling pieces and comic 
operas. 

In fummer they only a£t once in a fortnight, as almoft everybody at this feafon is in 
the country ; this is but a (lender privation. 

During carnival a mafqued ball is given every Friday, at lead this was the cafe during 
our refidence there; the price of a ticket of admiflion is twenty-four (killings. You 
cannot enter the theatre unlefs in a malk or domino, but may go into the upper boxes. 


* It was deftroyed in 179a, 


whence 
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whence you enjoy every thing, that is to fay, plenty of dull, and fcents ; thefe are not 
reforted to bv good company. The King never miffed a mafked ball: although foon 
diftinguilhed, he was friendly to the licence afforded under a inaik, and was not difpleaf- 
ed when direfled on himlelf. 

The wardrobe of the opera is immenfe. In no theatre are the actors, dancers, &c. 
better dreffed; nay many of the charafters, habited in forge at Paris, are dreded in 
fdk here. The orcheflra is compofod of more than forty mulicians, who play tolerably 
well; without including thefe, there are nearly two hundred perfons attached to the 
theatre as actors, chorns-lingers, dancers, &c. 1 he corps de ballet alone, is compofod 

of ninety performers, who all appear when neceffary. This play-houfe occupies, almoft 
continually, ninety tailors. 

This was the ftate of the theatres in 1791. We cannot anfwer for changes which 
may fincethen have happened, and have no doubt that many will have taken place fince 
the death of Guftavus III.; views of oeconomy (certainly very wifely conceived) will have 
induced the Regent to dirainifh expences, regarded as futile and ill-placed by the parti- 
zans of the prefent government, willing, upon all occafions, to condemn what was in- 
ftituted by the laft. " They cannot imagine that the fums of money, employed in fup- 
porting foveral theatres, are as wifely expended as upon tniftreffes ; yet mult it be al¬ 
lowed, 0 that by the firft method of fquandering more people receive advantage than by 
the latter. 

The Abbe Vogler, in general, leads the band at the opera ; he poffeffes a great por¬ 
tion of talent; is an excellent mufician, but excentrically original, nay even to charla- 
tanifm. To give an idea: We were prefont at a concert, (abfolutely given by himfeif,) 
on the organ of the German chapel; among other things announced was, The people’s 
love for a pal riot King, which he pretended to exprefs on the organ. 

The following are the exaff dimenfions of the opera : 

It was erefted between 1776 and 1782. It is a fquare building, two hundred and 
ten Swedilh feet in length, by one hundred and fifty in width, and fifty-feven high. Its 
front is with columns and pilaftres of the Corinthian order. The theatre is in the mid¬ 
dle of the building, and on each fide are apartments. It is in the fhape of a truncated 
ellipfis, the greatefl diameter or length of which is fifty-fix feet, the finaller diameter, 
which makes the breadth, being forty-eight} there are four rows of boxes, each row 
con lifting of twenty-one \ the ftage is eighty-two feet deep, and as many broad. 

On each fide of the theatre is an apartment for the King, one for the director, one 
for the manager, two tiring rooms, and twenty-four clofets for the actors; a painter's 
room, a carpenter’s, two coffee-rooms, and a tavern. 

This theatre, with all its appendages, coft building 180,000 crowns banco *, (nearly 
a million French,) the machinery, the furniture of the King’s apartments, and the fee* 
nery of the firft opera, included. 

In 1792 the building of a new play-houfe was begun, to replace the French opera, 
the deftruaion of which has had a good effeft for the profpea of the fquare before the 
caftle. The new theatre is to be in the ancient arfenal, near St. James’s. 

# 40,000!. flerling. 
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Chap. I Y.State of the Arts and Sciences.—Academies. — King’s Library. — Cabinets 

of Natural Hi/lory.—Cabinet of Models. — Gymnafia.-—Public Schools.—Academy of 

Painting.—Patriotic Society. 

It cannot be diffcmbled that the number of learned Swedes is very inconfiderable j 
people read but little in general in Sweden, and are at very little pains for information; 
the nobility efpecially may be looked upon as ignorant; the clergy there, as almoft 
every where, are the belt informed ; yet in this clafs few are confpicuous. The late 
King, however, left the fciences in a far more improved Hate than that in which he 
found them ; the academies, gymnafia, and fchools, all felt the benefit of the enlight¬ 
ened taite of the fovereign. 

The academies of Stockholm are three in number, exclufive of that of painting. 

The Academy of Sciences, founded in 1739, confifts of a hundred Swedilh members, 
and a confiderable number of foreign affociates. Every three months it publilhcs its 
memoirs in the Swedifh language ; its Prefident, iikewiie, is nominated every quarter; 
it has no honorary, that is to fay ufelefs members, a fingularity we much admire. It 
has two perpetual fecretaries; the cabinet of natural hiftory, and the obfervatory, of 
which we /hall fpeak prefently, belong to the academy. The only fund it receives from 
government, confilts in its exclufive privilege of felling almanacs, which produces an¬ 
nually about two thoufand rix-dollars: its other revenues are derived from the gene- 
rofity of a number of citizens in eafy circumfiances, among which M. Sahlgren, of 
Gottenburg, /lands foremoft. A part of the library of the academy is a donation of 
M. Rofenadler ; it contains feme valuable works—aSwedi/h Bible, in fmall folio, printed 
at Upfal, ini 541, with wooden prints; a New Teftament, in quarto, Stockholm, 1549; 
wooden prints, very rare; a New Teftament, the firft printed in Sweden, Stockholm, 
1521, very rare; this is a fmall folio, has fullered from fire, and is not complete—the 
'Battles of Duke Charles (Charles IX.), rare, on account of its being prohibited : the 
whole of its firft apartment is filled with books in the Swedilh language. It is affirmed, 
that it contains all the works publifhed in that tongue, but for this we are far from 
vouching. In a fmall room adjoining, are the memoirs of different academies, fome 
voyages, works on natural hiftory, phyfics, &c. Such as treat of aftionomy are at the 
obfervatory. 

The cabinet of natural hiftory is confided to the care of M. Spannann , Doftor of 
Phyfic, known by his travels in Africa, and his refearches into natural hiftory ; he has 
enriched this cabinet with a number of curious objects collected in his travels, either 
when by himfelf or with Captain Cook. The cabinet is claffed according to the fyftem 
of Linnaeus. When any fubjefl occurs which is pofitively new, M. Sparmann ex¬ 
plains it at the fittings of the academy, at which the Swedilh language alone is fpoken*. 
In this collection we faw a great number of animals preferved in fpirits of wine.—The 
member of a rhinoceros.— Mm pimnlio from Africa.—An amphibious moufe.—The 

* We remarked before that the tranfa&ions of the academy were publifhed in the Swedifh language. 
It is our opinion that the Swedifh language is not fufficiently diffufed, not well enough known, even to the 
literary world, to jultify the omiffion on the part of the academy, of publifhing them in two languages, or 
at lea ft in one more generally known. Many Swedifh authors have to attribute to this circumflauce the 
fmall fale of their publications, and the little fame they acquire. If Linnseus had written in his own tongue 
he would not have had lefe merit it is-true, but certainly lefs celebrity. 

8 foetus 
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foetus of a Hottentot.— Lecerta /puts tor.—' The venomous lizard of Africa. —A flying li¬ 
zard. _ Rena typhonia with large ears.— Rana paradoxa in its different progreflions, from 

its firft formation to'its pcrfeCt date.—A lizard, which M. Sparmann informed us he was 
unable to kill by piercing its heart and brain feveral times with a (harp piece of fteel; nor 
could hefucceed but by immerfmg it infpirits of wine. LaccrtaAmboinenfis very rare.—A 

Foetus, A moufe.—Several cafes of lizards and frogs.—Serpents from America, the 

Indies, and the South Sea, many of which of the moft venomous kind, with very flat 
heads.— Fijh. —Flying fifh from the Red Sea, (of Egypt) and others—Worms of all 
fizes, a very complete collection.—Scorpions.—Heads of African wild boars, with ivory 
horns, brought by M. Sparmann.—Pieces of cloth made from the bark of trees from 
Otaheite and North America.—Boxes of (tones.taken out of the bladder.— Animals.— 
Elephants* teeth.—Elephants’ tails with branches of hair at the end, very rare. Infefts 
of Japan in copper, fo well painted and imitated as to deceive examination. Shells, a 
fmall collection, but which comprizes nothing curious.—Arms of the iflanders of the 
South Sea.—A large piece of red coral. In this fame apartment may be feen the Mu~ 
faum Carlfonianum , a very valuable work; it is the collection of birds of M. Carlfon, 
engraved and illuminated with the nice ft care: many birds to be feen there were never 
drawn before. In 1791 four volumes were publifhed, each volume at 10 rix-dollars. 
In another room we faw flioes, caps, &c. of Americans, and Hottentots, Chinefe inftru- 
inents, a box of Chinefe medicines, with an explanatory book by a French miffionary; 
arms, jewels, and ornaments of Hottentots, the inhabitants of New' Zealand, and the 
South Sea. A necklace made of the legs of the red parrot, &c. The cabinet and li¬ 
brary are in the houfe belonging to the academy in the city. 

The Obfervatory. It is at a diftance in the northern fuburbs,. and placed on an in- 
confiderable eminence: M. Nicander, the aftronomer, has the direction of it. Its ho- 
rizon is of no great extent, fcarcely commanding a fcope of more thanaSwedifh mile, on 
account of the rocks with which the neighbourhood is furrounded. The inftruments 
are on the ground floor j they are contained in feveral apartments, are few in number, 
and none any wife notable; “a fourth apartment, which is very fmall, holds a library 
analogous to the inflitution but of no great extent.. Wintry rights are the bed for ob- 
fervation, the fky being feldom free from clouds at any other rime; the exceffive cold 
however is an obftacle which frequently impedes the neceffary attention to obfervations, 
on account of there being no fire allowed. There are no funds attached to the obfer¬ 
vatory j it participates (as forming part of the academy) in the produce of the fale of 
almanacks; the profeffor had not a (ingle ft udent. 
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4°4 FORT! A*S TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 

Extraft of the Meteorological Obfervations make at Stockholm, according to the Thermome¬ 
ters of Celjius and Reaumur. The firjl marks nothing at the freezing Point, and i oo 1 
at that of boiling Water ; that is to fay , that 5° of Celjius make 4 0 of Reaumur. 


The greateft Cold and Heat from 1770 to 1790*. 


Years. 

Dates. 

Degrees of cold. 

Dates* 

Degrees of heat. 

Cell! us. 

Reaumur* 

Celfius 

Reaumur* 

1770 

16 March^ 

*3 


9 Aug. 

2 7 

2 If 

1771 

7 Feb* 

2 1 


7 June, 

27 

2 If 

1771 

14 Feb* 

26 

20* 

30 July, 

28 

2 H 

1773 

3 Feb. 

16 

“t 

22 July, 

29 

2 3 | 

1774 

17 Jan* 

23 

i8£ 

j 8 June, 

28 

2 2' 

1775 

25 Jan* 

l 9 


7 Au g- 

29 

2 3 \ 

•776 

27 Jan. 

22 

J 7 f 

27 July, 

31 

M 

*777 

lo Feb. 

20 

16 

28 May, 

27 

211 

1778 

25 Jan * 

19 


22 July, 

20 

2 Si- 

1779 

22 Jan. 

10 

s 

10 Aug, 

28 

22 2 

1780 

12 Jan. 

<9 

15 1 

23 July, 

*7 

«f 

1781 

24 Jan* 

18 

* 4 * 

I 2 Aug 

3 1 


1782 

15 Feb. 

33 

i8| 

27 July, 

24 

* 9 ^ 

> 7»3 

19 Jan* 

*9 

>Sr 

30 July. 

3 i 

24+ 

1784 

30 Jan. 

*3 


9 J ul y. 

29 

* 3 \ 

1785] 

27 Feb, 

27 

214 

I July, 

27 

21 i 

1786 

5 Marche 

22 

. > 7 3 

22 June, 

29 


1787 

27 Jan. 

I E 


14 June, 

n 

20 

1788 

% March, 

n 


J 5 July* 

29 

* 3 ? s 

1789 

iz Jtfn* 

24 

i 9 f 

15 June, 

30 

H 

1790 

5 March, 

11 

84 

30 July, 

2 3 

i8f 


The greateft variations of the barometer take place in the four firft and four Jaft 
months of the year: they are between 24 0 20' and 36° 46': the fcale of the barome¬ 
ter being divided into digits and hundredth parts. It muft however be remarked that 
thefe digits are fuch as are ufed by the engineers and geometricians, and of which the 
Sweedilh foot contains ten; workmen divide the fame foot into twelve digits. 

The 

* Note of tranflation. The fcale of Celfius is in life in Sweden, partly in Denmark, and in feme other 
countries of the north ; that of Reaumur in France and many parts of the continent. As in England the 
fcale of Fahrenheit is principally in life* its correfpondence with that of Celfms is given below. 

The freezing point of Celfms is and that of boiling water 100*; as therefore the freezing point of 
Fahrenheit is 32°, and that of boiling water 2 j 2% making a difference of 180°; it follows that the degrees 
of Fahrenheit's fcale will be in addition or fubtradfc'on from 32% as i£Jo°to ico% or as 9 to 5 ; upon which 
computation the fubjoined fcale is calculated. 


Years. 

Dates- 

Degrees of cold. 

Dates* 

Degrees of heat. 

Celfius 

Fahrenheit. 

Celfius 

Fahrenheit* 

1770 

1 6 March; 


9§ below 0 

9 Aug. 

27 

80 J 

1771 

7 Feb* 

2 1 

5^ below 0 

7 June, 

27 

8 d| 

1772 

14 Feb, 

26 

14^ below 0 

30 July, 

28 

82| 

1773 

3 Feb - 

16 

$T y 

2 2 July* 

29 

®+< 

* 77 + 

17 Jan. 

2 3 

gf below 0 

i8 June, 

28 

82 1 

>775 

-5 J 3 ®- 

19 

3 1 below 0 

7 Au e- 

29 

& 4 i 1 
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The fame obfervations made at Upfal has given the following refulf. 


Years. 

Dates. | 

Degrees of c>kb 

Dates. 

Decrees of beat. 

Cell! us. 

Reaumur 

Fahrenheit, j 

Celfius. 

Reaumur. 

Fahrenheit. 

1774 

*775 

1776 

1777 

1778 

>779 

I78O 

1 78I 
1782 
1783 
.784 
2785 

1786 

1787 

1788 
17S9 
1790 

17 Jan. 

25 Jan. 
27 Jan, 
19 Feb. 

26 Jan. 
22 Jan. 

5 Feb* 

*5 J a "- 
15 Feb. 

29 Dec. 
4 Jan, 

27 Feb, 
7 Jan. 

27 Jan. 
ty Dec, 
1% Jan. 

18 Dec. 

* 5 * 

26 

21 

27 

n 

14I 

*5 

261 

z ?5 

22 
2 Si 

27 

24 

*5 

26 

2 H 

22 1 

12° 1 
20^ 

1 

- 

1% 

IX} 

20 

2J| 

22 

* 7 i 

20J 

2I| 

J 9 f 

12 

20 f 
22 f 
18 

5" 

14*1 below 0 

5 j below 0 
r 6 f below 0 

9 - below 0 
0° 

1 3 below 0 

15 ^ below 0 

17 | below 0 

7 ^ below 0 

13 | below 0 

16 J below 0 
i 1 | below 0 

5 ° 

14 ^ below 0 

19 J below 0 

8 J below 0 

15 June, 

7 Aug. 

8 July, 
28 May, 

2 2 July, 

21 July, 

4 Aug. 
7 Aug. 

20 June* 
20 July, 

4 June, 
ay June, 

22 June, 
12 June, 
22 June, 

5 July, 
3 ° J ul Yi 

28° 

3>5 

m 

3 * 

28 

28 

39 

2 5 * 

3 ° 

28 

*5 

29 

26 

30 

29 

26J 

32 f 

25J 

22 T 

24 t 

22* 

22! 

26} 

2o|' 

24 

22j 

20 

20! 

24 

23 f 

l&f 

8* J “ 

89 3 

8?J 

9 ’? 

77 rs 
86 

82^ 

77 

84J 

78 J 

86 

« 4 i 

79 t 

The mean height of the thermometer for the whole year at Upfal* is nearly 4 5* ; it va¬ 
ries between 4- 7* 26 and 4, 43 *. 


Academy of belles left res, hi/lory, and antiquities . From its title this academy ought to 
have full employment j it is however far from being much occupied, if report fpeak 
true; it correfponds with our academy of infcriptions, to which it may be compared, 
with this difference only, that in our opinion we have the advantage in the number of 
good works (refpetl being had to proportion) which have been publifhed by the two 
focieties. 


Table-—co n tin ued * 


Years. 

Dates. 

'Degrees of cold. 

Dates. 

Degrees of heat. 

Celfius. 

Fahrenheit. 

Celia us. 

Fahrenheit* 

1776 

27 Jan. 

22 

7| below 0 

27 July, 

3 1 

m 

*777 

20 Feb. 

20 

4 below 0 

28 May, 

2 7 , 

toj 

1778 

26 Jan. 

19 

2* below 0 

22 July, 

2 9 ' 

84J 

17*9 

22 Jan. 

10 


10 Aug. 

28 

82J 

1780 

12 Jan* 

19 

2} below 0 

25 July, 

27 

8of 

i?8i 

24 Jan* 

j£ 

^ below 0 

f 2 Aug. 

3 1 

%n 

1782 

15 Feb, 

2 3 

$4 below 0 

27 July, 

2 4 


* 7^3 

19 Jan. 

J 9 

2 * below 0 

lO July, 

3 ‘ 

87 ? 

1784 

30 Jan. 

3 $ 

9^ below 0 

9 J ul y» 

29 

84J 

xy$S 

27 Feb. 

27 

16f below 0 

I J ul 7 > 


80^ 


5 March, 

22 

71 below q 

22 June, 

29 

* 4 i 

1787 

27 Jan, 

I l 

12 . 

>4 J Hne i 

2 5 

77 

1788 

3 March, 

2 3 

9^ below O 

1 s J uI y» 

29 


1789 

12 Jan 

H 

11 1 below 0 

13 June, 

30 

86 

1 17QO 

5 March, 

1 1 


30 July, 

23 

734 


^ Contrponding to Fahrenheit for the mean beat, and 13° and 8* for the extreme variations in 

different years. 
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The Academy of eighteen. This was founded by the late King in 178 5 , on, the model 
of the French academy : it has frequent meetings in the great hall of the exchange ; 
the King is generally prefent, and, notwitftanding vifible to all, is confidered to be in a 
- clofe box. Thefe afl’emblies are badly attended, at lead fuch was the cafe the day on 
which we were prefent, although the King was there, and it was his birth-day: a poeti¬ 
cal work received a crown. This academy is compofed as all academies Ihould be, not 
a member but is a man of fenfe and intelligence. 

The King’s library is at the caflle, in an angle of the fmall court which forms a ter¬ 
race towards the river; it is open to the public, and confifts of three galleries of tolera¬ 
ble length. Its fituation will doubtlefs be changed, as it is not that defigned by the 
King for this collection ; it contains no more than about five hundred manufcripts, and 
twenty thoufand volumes. The mod valuable manufcripts are. Codex Fvangeliorum, 
bought at Madrid in 1690, and efteemed a work of the ninth century; it is generally 
called Codex aureus> on account of the number of golden letters it contains; the leaves 
are alternately purple, with gold letters, and white ; the capital letters are all of them 
black. This manufcript was bought by Sparwenfeld, a Swede, who travelled by order 
of Charles XI.: he journied as far as Africa in fearch of monuments which might elu¬ 
cidate the hiftory of the Goths and Vandals. Two other very curious manufcripts of 
which we fhall Jpeak at large at the clofe of this article. Of the books the moft valua¬ 
ble are, the Vulgate ufed by Luther; the margin and every part which could be writ¬ 
ten on, covered with notes in his own hand writing j it was printed at Lyons in 1521, 
and taken at Wittenberg. The firft edition of Homer, printed at Florence in 1488, 
in good prefervation, the margin moll beautiful on paper. Speculum humance falvaticnis , 
with figures in wood, printed on one fide only. Cicero de ofliciis, on vellum, 1466 
Mentz, by Full and Schoeffer. The fourth volume of the Atlantica of Rudbeck, as 
far as page two hundred and ten, the reft wanting, 1702 ; this volume is exceffively 
rare, the work being burnt in the printer’s hands; at moft there are but three copies 
of it extant (prefently we will give a diflertation on this work). Liferi Polygamia tri- 
umphatrix, printed at Lund in 1682, and publicly burnt at Stockholm. 

By the fide of the library is a fmall chamber, in which are thirteen large volumes in 
folio, containing original drawings of different fchools, clafled j the moft ancient are of 
the fchool of Florence, by Giotto, born in 1276; of that of Sienna, the adoration of 
the Kings, in biftre, a capital defign of Balthazar de Sienna ■, of that of Bologna, of 
Francis Francia ; of the fchools of different cities of Italy, of Francis Morazzone in the 
fixteenth century ; of the Genoefe fchools, the Neapolitan, and Spanilh, of Luca Can- 
giajt, born in 1527; of the Flemifh, German, and Dutch fchools, of Albert Durcr in 
1470, and Lucas of Leyden in 1494; of the French fchool, of Vouet, bom in 1522. 
Of the Roman fchoo! are twenty-fix pieces by Raphael , fixteen by Giulia Romano ; the 
Lombard, fix by Corregio ; the Bologn'efe, fifty-five by Annibal Carracci , ten by Lewis , 
thirty-two by Augujlin , twenty-feven by the Guido , four by the Dominkini, thirty-fix 
by Guerctno. —Of the Venetian fchool, fixteen by Titian , five by Tint oret, and twelve 
by Paul Veroftefe.'~— Of the Spanilh and Neapolitan, one of Salvator Rofa, three of So- 
limene , one of Murillo. Of the Flemifh and Dutch, twenty-two of Rubens , twenty-one 
of Vandyke ^ and ten of Teniers : there is none of Rembrandt’s. Of the French, twenty- 
three by Le Pouffin, a hundred and twenty-feven of Callot, nine of Le Sueur, twenty of 
Le Brun, feven of Le Moyne. The whole colle&ion confifts of three thoufand and 
twenty-five pieces. The moft ancient drawing made in Sweden, in 1631, by Philip 
Lembke, is of the number. 

We 
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We promifed to fpeak of two very curious manufcripts : thefe the librarian had the 
difcretion to prevent our feeing; what we have to fay of them, was communicated to 
us by the Abbe Abertrandi, the librarian of the King of Folaild, whofe knowledge of 
bibliography can leave no doubt as to the exa£tftude of the detail: they are both in 
Latin. 

The fir ft of thefe manufcripts is of an extraordinary fize, fuch in fliort, that the'vel¬ 
lum on which it is written can have been made of nothing but afs’s fkin. It conlirts 
of forty quires, each of four flieets ; the two leaves being of a fmgle fheet make eight 
leaves, confequently fixteen pages, and altogether fix hundred and forty. 

Nearly two leaves are wanting; the hiftory of the deluge is in the fir ft page. 1 he 
order and number of the books it contains are as follows. The fingularity of the diftri- 
bution appeared to us fo extraordinary, as induces us to give the whole.. The Penta¬ 
teuch.—Jofhua.— Judges.—Ruth. —Ifaiah.—Jeremiah.—Ezekiel.—Daniel, the two left 
chapters of which are included. — the twelve Prophets.— the book of Job.—The four 
books of Kings.—The book of Pfalms, a different verfion to that of the Vulgate.—Pro¬ 
verbs.—Ecclefiaftic us.—The two Parallipomena.—The book of Efdras, which includes 
the two of the Vulgate.—Tobit.—Judeth.—Efther.— The two books of the Macca¬ 
bees.—Twenty books of the Hebrew Antiquities of Jofephus. This tranflation has 
many paffages which differ from that of Gelenius, and contains the celebrated paffage 
refpe&ing Jefus Chrift.—The wars of the Jews by the fame Jofephus; this tranflation 
exa&ly correfponds with that attributed to Ruflin. To this fucceeds Sandi Iftdori epif- 
tola ad Branlionem .—His ethnologies libri XX.—Ifagogcs Johanniqii , Johannis Alexandrini 
difeipuli tegni Gaiieni de phyficd ratione. —4 Evangelia.—Ada Apojlolorum.—Epiftolez Ja¬ 
cobi.—Petri dace epiftolez.—D. Johannis ires epiftolez ; in the firft, thus runs the celebrated 
paffage * : “ Et fpiritus eft qui teftiftcatur quia Chrift us eft veritas, quia ires funt qui tejli- 
monium dant, Spiritus, acqua, etfanguis , ettres unum funt”—Epiftolabeaii Judeez. — Apo- 
calypfts.—Pauli epiftolez ad Romanos , ad Corinthics , dues ad Galatos, ad Ephezftos , ad Phi- 
lippsnfes, ad Theffalonianfes dues, ad Colocenfcs, ad Timothtzum dues, ad Titian, ad Pbile- 
monem, ad Laodkences ; it is well known this Iaft is apocryphal. 

At the end of this work is a confeffion in red letters on a brown ground; it fpeaks 
of an infinity of abominable fins, without detailing the number or circumftances, other 
than the following: Peccant in fornicatione diverfei cum animalibus multis excepta cane . 
Afterwards follows a luperftitious exorcifm. Cofmez Pragenfis chronica Bohemia libri 
tress—Monafisrii Bremnowienfts, et in Bramow Martinm abbus miftt hunc codicem Pra- 
gam merfus, 1594. This manufeript was doubtlefs taken by the Swedes at Prague, and 
comes from that convent. In the calendar Sandus Benedidus is written in large letters, 
which gives reafon to conjecture that the convent in which it was found was that of St. 
Bepedift. St. Adalbert is marked in the calendar, but St. Staniflaus is not there. The 
vifitation, the commemoration of the dead, and the fe(rival oV Corpus Cbrifti, are want¬ 
ing. Eafter and Whitfuntide are inferted, it therefore mud be f pofterior to the eftab- 
lifliment of the moveable feafts in 1260 or 1264. It contains moreover the fignatures 
of a number of princes and lords. 

The fecond manufeript is entitled : “ Magiftri Johannis Arderum de Stewark, de arte 
phyficali et de chirurgia, quus ego prssdiftus Johannis fervente (doubtful) peftilentia, 
quee fuit anno domini millefimo CCCXL 1 X. ufque annum Domini M, CCCCXII. mo* 

* And it is the Spirit that bears witnefs that Chrift is the truth, for there are three which give tefti- 
mor.y, the fpirit ,water, and blood, and the three are one. 

f The author appears to have put poiterior for anterior. ^ 
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rem (or moram) egi apud Newerk in comitatu Slothingui, et ibidem quamplures dc 
infirmitatibus fubfcriptis curavi.” This manufcript is in vellum $ it is rolled up, is of 
great length, and divided into columns thus. 


Reprefen tarions 

Account of their 

Anatomical 

Account of 

of the fick 

complaints and 

figures, &c. for 

difeafes. 

perfons. 

remedies- 

labours, 



Figures. 


By the fide of each reprefentation of a fick perfon, the nature of the malady is def- 
cribcd, with the remedy ufed. Above the reprefeiUations of labours, are explanatory 
notes. 

In the number of complaints, of which he has written pretty much at large, few are 
omitted. One is mentioned, rather extraordinary for the time in which it was written, 
the following is an exact copy of the original text: Pro morbo qid dicitur chaud pijfc, 
(the adjective in the mafeuline gender.) The author thus fpeaks of a cure that he 
effe&ed. Old dam miles nobilis Duds Lancajlr'nz apud AlgeAr (In Hispanid ), Hiftoria 
citralas a Johdnne Arderi&m tortures oris. 

Cabinet of natural bijlory ; it is under the direction of M. Engeffroeum, before whofe 
appointment there,was none j he is a profeffor of chemiftry, and has to teach gratis four 
pupils: at the time we were there he had but one, which tends to confirm what he 
obferved to us, that chemiftry and mineralogy, fciences of the utmoll importance to 
Sweden, are very little regarded. This cabinet when we faw it, was not yet arranged: 
it is in the building where the mint is kept, the edifice is new, tolerably ipacious, and 
fituated at the end of the bridge, at the entrance of what is, properly fpeaking, the city: 
the portal has four columns funk in the wall, without any pedeltal j they are too large for 
the building, and fail of effect. In the fame building is the magazine of poiilhed por¬ 
phyry and granite; ihe former from the quarries of Elfdel. The council of mines alfo 
hold their fittings here. In the hall are the portraits of Charles XI. the founder, and 
of alt the prefnlents of that department. In one of the antichambers are a number of 
paintings reprefenting different views of the infide of Swedifh mines: the artilt has 
managed the fubjeft extremely well, and fo as to have a very fine effect. In order to 
obtain a feled collection of Swedifh minerals, you have but to addrefs yourfelf to Mr. 
Engerltroeum, if the fpecimens be fmall the price is four fkillings each, if large, fixteen 
killings, or a plotte. A thoufand fpecimens form a very handfome collection. 

Cabinet of Models. This is adjoining the church of Ridderholin, in the former palace 
of the King, a place which now ferves for a court of juflice. This cabinet con fills of a 
fpacious hall, in which are ranged the models of various inventions, of greater or lefs 
antiquity, and of improvements to different previous difeoveries: among the (Economi¬ 
cal models, you fee mills, machines for fowing grain, threfliing, cutting draw, &c. 
There are hydraulic engines, furnaces ufed in the mines, plans of the manner the pumps 
are a£ted upon, and the mineral drawn up. Models of light-houfes for the fecurity of 
navigation. An arm chair, in which you may readily wheel yourfelf about. A ma¬ 
chine which points out the range of a Ihot or bomb when fired from gun or mortar, 
and many others too tedious to enumerate, but which merit obfervation. TVlany pieces 
are the invention of the famous engineer Polbdm, and a Hill greater number by M. 
Norberg, father of the prefent director, who has travelled a great deal in Ruflia, par¬ 
ticularly in Siberia, and is confidered as very well informed in whatever regards me¬ 
chanics. You pay 24 (killings to the porter on admittance to the cabinet. 

Gymnqfia. Gymnafia are ellablifhed in almoft all the provinces, and are general in 
the capital. Young people in thefe, ftudy an abridgement of the theological works 
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of Benzelms, and to learn Intin, explain Virgil, Titus Livy, Quintus Curtins, and Sajluft. 
' 1 'he inlpeffion of the gymnafia, and other fubakern fchools, is the province of the 
bifliops- * The progrefs of the fcholars depends very much on the attention paid to their 
charge by thefe ecclefiaftics: proofs'of which we faw. The courfe of ftudy in thefe 
gymnafia was appointed by Frederic the Firk in 1724 5 thofe perfons called profefibrs in 
univerfities, are here called readers ; each gymnafium has leven or eight, they are paid 
from the corn which the King receives out of the tythes paid by the farmer, of which 
tythes two thirds belong to the King, the remaining third to the rector. 

Public Schools. Each parilh church has its public fchool: the Swedifh fchools are 
fubiea to particular infpeaion, divided by tliocefes, and are independent one of the 
other. The German fchool at Stockholm is under the infpeaion of two German pal- 
tors ; in thefe are taught religion, geography, the Grecian and Roman hiflory, and the 
French language. One general taw regulates the whole of the Swedifh fchools with 
regard to inltrCdion ; the courfe to be purfued in the education of the pupils is pre- 
fcribed, and the falary to be paid is eftnblifhed, although it varies according to the de- 
■fcription of fchools. Scholars are admitted at eight or nine years of age, and remain 
until eighteen or nineteen. The young people generally go from thefe to college, and 
particularly to the univerfity of Upfal; rarely iini fifing their fiudies at fchool. The # 
current charge of education is from one to two rix-dollars per quarter; families in 
eafy circumftances, inftead of paying any rate, make prefents to the profefibrs or in- 

fpectors. - „ , „ 

Academy of Painting. This was founded by Count Teflin ; the director goes out 
every three years, and is nominated by the members of the academy It has four pro- 
feflors each of whom acts during his quarter, and receives, during this fervice, 100 liv. 
monthly. The profefibrs in 1791 were Meflrs. Mafreiier, Sergei 1 , Guilbert, and Patch. 
The regulations of this academy are modelled pretty clofely after thole of Paris; the 
diftribution of prizes is after the fame manner precifely. It is a gratuitous fchool, the 
pupils providing theinfelves only with crayons and paper; the King gives 12,000 livres 
annually to this eilablifhment; the houfe was left as a legacy by Mi. Meyer, the fame 
who caft the ftatues of Guftavus Vafa, and Guftavus Adolphus. The latter was fo 
badly call, that it would poflibly have been cheaper to have re-founded it, fo much 
chipping did it require. The academy has a molt beautiful colleftiofl of models, from 
the antique in plaifter, prefented to Charles XI. by Lewis XIV., and part of the has- 
reliefs of Trajan’s column, which were modeled entire by order of the King of France. 
During our ftay, there was aft exhibition of paintings; among them were eight or ten 
portraits by Breda t the chief merit of which were their refemblance. Except thefe, 
there was not one picture worthy of notice. Ihe-re were many architectural pieces of 
defigns and (tudies of the pupils,'and a handfome pidure in embroidery, repreienting a 

naval engagement, an aftonifhing performance 

Certain amateurs at Stockholm have founded an Academy of Muftck ; for lome years 
it has fuftained itfelf, which is as much as can be faid. During part of the vvintei 
months, it gives a concert once a week at the exchange hall. _ . 

Patriotic Society- This was founded by individuals, and is occupied in oe cono mi cal 
matters alone. The aSing fecretary in 1791, was Mr. Fifcherftreeum; he was em¬ 
ployed on a large ceconomical dictionary, three volumes of which had made their ap¬ 
pearance. The tranfaftions of this fociety fill feveral volumes in 8vo. in the Swedifh 
language; the number of its members is unreftricted; the fociety augmenting it at 
pleafure. Its revenue is derived from the annual contributions of its members; each 
upon his ad million fpecifying the fum he can afford. The number is pretty confider- 
voi**- vi. 3 ®' . * ble ’ 
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able, as the fociety has eftablilhed a correfpondence with many provinces of the king* 
dom. It diftiibutes prizes annually among hulbandmen and fervants. 

We deem this a proper place for the iufertion of the following diifertation on the Au 
lantica of Rudbeck , a work but little known out of the fphere of the learned— 

01 . Rudbeckii Atkmtica, Pan I—IV.— llpfalm , 1675—1702, folio. 

Olf Rudbecks Atland Mer Manheim etc. Olavii Rudbeckii Atlantica five Manheim, 
vera Japheti potterorum fedes ac patria, ex qua non tantum monarchal et reges ad totum 
fere orbem reliquutn regendum ac domandutn ftirpefque fuas in eo condendas, fed etiatu 
Scythac, Barbari, Abe, Gigantes, Gothi, Phryges, Trojani, Amazones, Thraces, Li- 
byes, Mauri, Tufci, Galli, Cimbri, CImmerii, Saxones, Germani, Suevi, Longobar- 
di, Vandali, Heruli, Gepidae, Teutones, Angli, Piet ores, Dani, Sicambri, aliique vir- 
tute clari et celebres populi olimexierunt. UpfaUe. excudit Henricus Curio, S. R. M. 
et Academise Upfal. Bibliopola. A. 1*175, in folio, pp. 891, exclufrue of the dedication 
and preface in three pages. 

Of Rudbecks. Atlands eller Manheims andra deel. he. Olavi Rudbeckii Atlantic® 
five Maheimii pars fecunda , in qua fobs iunse, ac terraecultus deferibitur, omnifqueadeo 
fuperftitionis hujuice origo parti Sueonije feptentrionali, terra; puta cimtnerforum vindi- 
catur, ex qua dein ceps in orbem reliquum divulgata eft: idque fcriptoruin non tantum 
domefticorum, fed etiam externorum, maxiinevero veterum atque doftiffimarum fabu- 
larum fide, quarum explicatio genuina nufquam ante hanc noftram in lucem prodiit. 
Accedunt demonftrationes certiffimae quae feptentrionales noftros in maxime genuinum 
fobs ac lunae motum, indeque pendentem accuratiffimam temporum rationem, multo 
et priiis et felicius, quam gentem aliam ullam olim penetrafle, ac etiam alia multa ad 
hanc ufque diem incognita declarant. Upfalat excudit Henricus curio S. R. M. et Acad. 
Upfal. Bibliopola. anno 1689, in folio, pp - 672, 'without the preliminary matter. 

Olf Rudbecks. Atlands eller Manheims iridic Deel &c. Olavii Rudbeckii Atlantic^ feu 
Manheiinii pars tertia , in qua. vetuftiffima majorum noftrorum Atlantidum Iapidibus, fago 
atque cortici Runas fuas ineidendi ratio, una cum tempore quo ilia prirnum cceperit, 
exponitur. Deinde aurei numeri fingulis annis tributi, et fignorutn cceleflium, qute 
hinc ad Grsecos et Latinos funt tranflata, vera origo ac fignificatio traditur. Turn fex 
ill® adiluvioNoachi proximo retates, atque in illis prima Atlantidum noftrorum repub¬ 
lic® forma deferibuntur ; qu® migrationes et bella fubBoreo feu Saturno ejufque filio 
Thoro feu Jove gefta funt recenfentur: et denique Scytharum, Plicenicum, et Amazo- 
num hie ducibus in Indo.—Scythiara et Phoeniciam feu Paleftinam a Sueonia fact® ex- 
peditiones enarrantur. Ouibus omnibus Mythologise per plures, quarum fenfus in hunc 
ufque diem incognitus heic demum deledtus prodit, jucund® fan® et perquam utiles ad- 
junguntur. 

“ Photius ex oratione Dicgenis in quemdam Cappadocem : non venit Scytha telo vedtus 
per Iftrumaut Tanaim, fed in univerfam terraniet mare.” 

Upfal®, Typis et impenfis autoris. Anno MDCXCVIII, (1698) in folio, pp. 762, 
exclufve of preliminary matter . 

Olf Rudbecks Atlands eller Manheims, fierde del. Olavi Rudbeckii Atlantic® feu 
Maheimii, pars quarta, (Upfal® typis et impenfis autoris, 1702,) in folio, pp. a io. 

Johan. Molleri ad Sueciam litteratam Js Scbcfferi Hypomnemata , page 415. Bibliotheca 
hifiorica Struvio-Buderiana 2 d book , page 1602. Lenglet du Prefnoy , catalogue des princi- 
paux hiftoriens, methode, he. Paris 1735, in quarto, tom. 4, pp, 285. Niceron, me- 
moires, tom. 31, p. 159. S. J. Baumgarten's Nacbricbtcn von Merkviir digen Buchern, 
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ft Band, Halle, 1752, in 8 vo. pp. 98. Jo Vogt, catal. Iibrcr. verier, p. 589. Job. Ibre 
differt. duo de cr.ufts raritaiis librarian, Upfal, 1743, in 4 to, page 19, 20. Dm. Gerdes 
Flori/egium libror. variot. Groningie, 1747, in 8vo. p. 313. Biblioth. Uffenbacb. tmiverf. 
libri 2, pp. 478. Bibliotheca SeleBiffhna, (Jo.Theod. de Schoenberg) A mil. 1743, in 8vo. 
liber. 1. p. 88. lib. 2, p. 584. Biblioth. Breitenaviana Lubeca, 1 747, in 4to booh 2, p. 427. 
CataL biblioth. Voogiana. Drefden, 1755, in 8vo. p. 465 and 597. Biblioth . Ad. Rud. 
Solger, p. 1. Norimb. 1760, in 8vo. p. 130. Catal. libror. Comitis Caroli Ehrenpreus 
Holm, 1761, in 8vo. p. i t. 

I have actually before me two copies of the firfi book of the Atlantica of Rudbeck, 
one of which is dated 1675, the other 1679, in vain have I turned over the leaves from 
beginning to end ; I have been unable to diftinguilh any difference except that at the 
bottom of the title page of the copy dated 1679, the following is printed : Editio fecun- 
da, multis in locis emendata et avita. Acceduntjudicia et variorum doctorum infigni- 
um : in every thing elfe the two copies perfectly refemble, correfponding with each 
other, page by,page, and line by line, as well in the Swedifh language, as in the Latin 
verfion ; nor is there any addition, corrections, or opinions of learned men. It may, 
therefore, be the cafe as aflerred by Struve, and after him by Vogt , that nothing but the 
title page has been renewed, firlt in 1679, and afterwards in 1684. I have not, indeed, 
hitherto feen any copy bearing the latter date, but, on the other hand, I have feen one 
in which the year of its being printed was entirely omitted. Poflibly thefe copies might 
have been intended particularly for foreign countries. 

However that may be, for certainly it was in contemplation in feme part of Germany, 
to reprint the jirjl volume. This iinpreffion, however, is unknown in Sweden, where 
I was unable to ferret out anymore than a fmgle copy. It was in the polTcflion of Mr. 
Baumgarten, who informed me that it contained the Latin verfion only, and that efpecial 
care had been taken to indicate in the margin, the pages of the original edition. 

The dedication at the head of this volume is addrefied to Olaus Vcrilim, a celebrated 
antiquary, and particular friend of the author. Rudbeck in this explaias the motives 
which induced him to undertake this work, and annex a Latin verfion, the labour of 
which, he allows, was participated by one of his friends. In Joach JP. Felleri, Opium 
Flanoverianum, Lips. 1718, 8vo. p. 146.; the illuftrious Leibnitz is Hated to have faid, 
“Rudbeckius curabat per Schefterum lua omnia verti latino, non enim libenter hac lingua 
lcribebat, Germanica libentius.” I know not from whom Leibnitz received this anecdote, 
but it appears to me a bold charge; for however poorly informed on fubjedts of litera¬ 
ture, it is known to the mereft novice, that Rudbeck and Verelius were far from beingon 
friendly terms with Scheffer : moreover, fliould Scheffer have acceded to the requelt of 
Rudbeck, to tranfiate his Atlantica into Latin, it would have been impoflible he could have 
given more than the firfl: volume, as he died the 26th April, 1679. On my part I fliould 
more willingly credit with the famous Eric Benzelius, that Profefior Andrew Norcopenffs, 
fjnee known by the name of Noordenhielm , was the tranflator at leaft of the firfl; volume, 
the fucceeding one being attributable to another friend of Rud beck’s, that is to fay, 
Peter Salon, mentioned by M. Celfius, Hiffor. biblioth. Upfal, p, i 16. 

Bayle and Tentzel have given extracts from this volume} the former in the Noavclles 
dc la Republique de Lett res, Jan. et Feb. 1685 ; the latter in Mar. alt. unterredungen , Feb. 
and March, 1690. 

I ought not to omit that feveral geographical and chronological charts belong to this 
volume, with feveral engravings from wood. As both one and the other are of much 
larger fize than the book, they are bound up by themfelves, and form a feparate 
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The fecond book of the Atlantica was publilhed in 1689. The dedication to Charles 
XI. and the preface fill feven pages; at the end of the book four pages are referved 
for the cmendaia , as well of the tirft as the fecond volume. The table of contents for 

the two volumes fills thirty-fix cyphered pages. 

It is commonly the beginning of the fecond volume, that the opinions oi diirerent 
learned men on thiswork of Rudbedt are colleaed. In the copy in my pbfl'effion it fills 
thirty-eigHt pages, fifteen of them in finall type, in double columns: at the head is a 
fort of preface, figned H. Z. that is to fay, Heitrig, an officer in tire guards, afterwards 
ennobled under the name of Riddarftiern, a man well verfed in the htftory and antiqui¬ 
ties of Sweden. VP. Salani note ad Egilli et Afmundi hijioriani. Upfal, 1693, m 4 to. 

P ’ This" collection was alfo printed feparatclv, at Frankfort, in folio , in 1692, under the 
following title: “ Judicia et teftimonia illuftrium atque clariffimorum virorum de'cefe- 
berrimi Sueonis Olavi Rudbeckii (Senioris) medicinal profefToris Upfalenfis Atlantica, 
aliifque incomparabilis ingenii Rudbeckiani monumentis. Recufa Francoforti juxta ex- 

emplar Upfalenie, anno MDCXCII. (1692.) . - r r 

As the advertifement to the printer, at the head of this collection, contains Jo me life- 
rary particularities, I flialt copy the whole of it; it is conceived in the following terms : 

« Admonitiuncula typographica ad leeferom benevolum, 

ATLANTICiE RUDBECKlANiE tomus 1. ediftus ell Upfalae, anno 1679, in folio 
Suedice et Latine, una cum peculiari volumine tabularum geographicarum, aliorunique 
curiofte antiquitatis monumentorum. Tomus 3 lucem vidit itidem Upialie, anno 1689, in 
folio infertis figurarum tabulis in ipfo operis contextu. Qnse hie fequunturjudiciade labore 
hercuIeo,ATLANTICiE RES ITTUTiE aliifque clariffimiRudbeckii meritisin rempub- 
licam literariam collatio, per amicum quemdam veritatis in gratiam aniiquarii Ados pbii et 
aliorum quorumdam nobiliffimi Rudbeckiaiii nominis oi or um atque obtieftatoi urn, Upfa* 
iie Sueonum publicata font Prirna vice anno 1681, duabus chartis, in folio. Poftea feme! 
iterumque novo cum auftorio et claffe alia teftimonioruni de iolertiiiimi Rudbeckii in- 
(renio atque laboribus anatomicis, botanicis, phyficis, matheniaticis, edita lunt ibidem non 
modo feperatino, fed et in fronte tomi fecundi ipfius Atlantic^. Tandem elapfo integro 
decennio multo auftiora nunc prodeunt,et oculis benevolis leftoris fubjefta vel confenfum 
ejufdcm defiderant in exomandis magni Rudbeckii mcritiffinus elogus, vel correftionem 
expeftant doftam atque candidam, fi forte uno vel alio loco prm magna eftimatione m 
lam longinquo incertss atque fallacis antiquitatis itinere aberravermt auftons oculi. Vale 
mi U£lor^ et vitam valetudinem que longatn Rudbeckio noftro precare, ut rehquos Allan- 
ticse toinos atque ftupenJi operis botanici magna volumiua, qute multis jam annis iub 
inanibus ejus fudaverunt, feliei aufpicio in publica orbis eruditi commoda edere poffit 
anteqtiam pedem cymbte Charontis intulerit nunquam nos poftea revifurus elyfius ille 
Atlas hyperboreorum, &c. Makelos Reipublicte litterarise ornamentum.” 

Ext rafts from the fecond volume of the Atlantica, are to be feen in Tenfzel. Me- 
tialu Unterred. May and July, 1690. and in VHiftoire des ottvrage des Javans par Bat 
mvj-e, Dec. 1690. Tbeopb. Sincerus, otherwife J. G. Schwindelius, reviewed the two firit 
vofutnes. Vochente. Nacbricbten von alien und rami Buehern. 174?} quarto, p. 78, 

and following. . 

The third volume of the Atlantica was not publiihed before 1698 ; it was dedicated 
to Charles XIII. The dedication, table of contents, and preface, take up thirty-four 
pages. The authors of Nova liter, Maris Balthici, lummarily point out the contents in 
their journal of the month of December, 1698, and in the Nachrichten von merk viir- 
i ■ digern 
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dicern Buchern, of S. J- Bauragarten, book ii. p. 318, and following pages, is found a 
fumciently ample and impartial extract of thefe three volumes. 

The fourth volume of the work of Rudbeck has no diftinguilhing title : it was let to 
;fs t },e author’s own printing-houfe, but fcarcely was the third flieet of the fccond 
alphabet completed, before the printing office and all its contents were confumed, ow- 
; no . to a fire, which deftroyed a confiderable part of the city of Upfal, in the month of 
Miv 1702/ Not only were all the remaining copies of the third volume (of which but 
very fevv had been delivered) burnt in this conflagration, but alfo the different Iheets 
already ftruck off of the fourth volume, together with the manufcript of the author. Of 
the Iheets printed, three or four copies were faved according to fome, according to 
others five. V. Hamb. Beytraege , : 74> • P- 458- One is preferved in the King’s li¬ 
brary another in that of Count Ehrenpreus , and this copy, which 1 trequently had oppor¬ 
tunities of feeing, was fold in 1761,at an exorbitant price, to Mr. Rofenadler, Counfel- 

lor of the Chancery. , , , r . 

The curious, in order to render this work as complete as pollible, cauie it to be co¬ 
pied in manufcript. Mr. John Thierri de Schoenberg , a Saxon gentleman, poffefled a 
manufcript copy of this work ; in the Biblioth. Seledlijima, Am Ik 1743, in 8vo. book ii, 
q$4 tin's part of the Atlantica is improperly ftated to be inedit a et preco-parata. Ano¬ 
ther manufcript copy of the fame fourth book is quoted in the Catalog, biblioth. Wooginna, 
p 5g7 “ Mr, Boze moreover-fhortly before his death had farther a copy fent him from 

Stockholm, to my knowledge. ... r r r ■ j- ■ 

Rudbeck in the two firft chapters of this fourth volume, treats de confenfufacrt coatas 

et Scriptorum projanorum in rebus ultima antiquitatis ; in the third chapter he treats of 
mattei-s relative to the 1800th year of The world ; and in the fourth, which however is 
not complete, de its qua Nacbori Taracht atque Manni et qua proximd fequebatur atate 
ad A. M. 1900, iditjiriora habentur. He has added to this a chronological and geo- 
graphical illuftration of the fyftem he endeavours to eftablifh. 

As the Atlantica of Rudbeck was difficult to be met with, and very expenfive, a 
bookfeller of Rotterdam, named Hof bout, conceived the defign of publishing a new edi¬ 
tion of the Latin alone, fo reducing to two volumes, the three of which he had any 
knowledge being utterly a ftranger to the fourth. The profpedus he publifhed for the 
annunciation of his intention, was as follows : « Sciagraphia Atlantica five Manheimit 
Olavi Rudbeckii-Duo volumina, in folio , atm tabulh varii generis, etfiguns innumeru anti- 
quitatem turn Suevicam turn Gothkam pcclantibus. Ut et condiiiones qua elegantwris huma- 
nitatis cultoribusproponantur et ad qitas de novo in publicum prodibit—Rotterdam, fcfr. 1726, 
in 4to pp. 12. In the France liter aire of the Berlin edition, 1757, in 8vo. p. 131, 
this profpedus is attributed toM. Cartier de St. Philip , who probably had engaged toju- 
periatend the edition, and correft the proofs. This projed was not carried into ex- 

edition* , 4 , * * • ** . 

Of the fourth volume it has feveral times been m contemplation to give anew edition. 

The firft perfon who projeded this was the author’s own fon, as may be fecn in the 
Ada liter. Sueciae 1-20, p. 57, and by a letter of the celebrated Wolf us, of Hamburg, 
written the 14th Odober 172 a, and inferted in the Thefaurus epiftolicus Lacrozianus, 
b. ii. 18 i, and following pages. It appears that Dodor Hcubel, of Kiel, had the fame 
intention/ Neither the one nor the other l'ucceeded any more than the printer Salvius, 
at Stockholm, who attempted the fame a-freffi in 1743. Some years afterwards Mr. 
de Wejlphalen , Chancellor of the court of Holllein, Gotterp, determined on re-printing 
thefe Iheets, for the purpofe of enriching one ol the volumes of his grand colledion, en- 
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titled: Monumenta incdita return Getmankarum^ &c-; but whether he changed his mind, 
or feme other caufe prevented him, M. de Weflphalen died without fulfilling his inten¬ 
tion, and the printed fheets of the fourth volume of the Adantiea are at prefent as rare 
as they were fixty years ago. 

Many learned men, principally in Germany and Denmark, fuch as Prmfchius , Lcib - 
mfz 3 Taitzely Spener 9 hoefeher , Keiflcr , Vachrer , Beyer ^ Dithmatj Mwaller , Sperlingitis, 
and others, have upbraided Rudbeck with being blinded by an ill-founded-zeal for the 
glory of his country, and attributing to Sweden prerogatives and advantages of which 
it was never in poffeffion. Notwith(landing this cenfure, many of thefe gentlemen have 
followed his ftepsand profited by his labours. The author of the obfervation, deincer- 
iitudine hijioriedy which was infer ted In the additamenta ad obfervaiiones Halienjes^ book ii. 
p. 156, is not more favourable to Rudbeck; and more recently, to wit, in 1745, a 
counsellor in Pomerania, of the name of Hoefet\ formed a funilar defign of refuting our 
antiquary, and fpecially demandrating in a publication, that all which the learned Swede 
alleges in favour of his own country, is only fuitable to the provinces in the north of 
Germany, along the fliores of the Baltic. I am ignorant whether this book, advertifed 
in our literary news as ready for the prefs, has ever come to light; but I am perfuaded 
that if it fiiould have been published, it will in no degree have injured the work of Rud¬ 
beck, The.celebrated Sperlingius has gone ftill farther, and, on account of the Atlan - 
tka, has nearly been prompted to condemn the whole Swedlfh nation, as may be feen 
by reference to fonie of his letters to Gijb • Guper, printed in the fourth volume of Jo* 
Poleni Thefaurm norms anti quit at um^ Venet. 173 7, in folio* 

Two celebrated French writers have examined with more judgment and equity the 
work of Mr- Rudbeck. The firft, Mr* Freret, a member of the Royal Academy of In- 
feri prions and Belles Lcttres, fays: 44 It mult be allowed that Rudbeck frequently goes too 
far through an ambition of rendering his country illuftrious; neverthelefs, not all his 
conjectures are on this account undeferving ; fome of them are certainly ingenious, and 
fome far from improbable.” See the Tranfaftions of the Academy alluded to, 
book ix.p. 340, of the Amfterdam edition. The fecond is the Abbe Banter; he 
thinks that few will follow the fyilem of Rudbeck; a fyilem which after all, addeih 
he , is fo ftrongly fupported by conjecture, that notwithftandingone may be of a different 
way of thinking from the author, one cannot yet refufe him the honour of having em¬ 
ployed the moll profound erudition for the purpofe of glorifying his country.” This 
opinion is given in/es Melanges d'Hijloire kf de Literature, by Mr. de Vigneul Marville, 
bookiii. p. 5, and following pages; Paris edition,!725, i2tno.; and I attribute it not 
to Vigneul Marville, or as that author was properly called, D. Bonnaventure d^rgonne, 
but to the Abbe Banter, on account of the third volume of les Melanges being alinofl 
wholly written by that learned man, according to the Abbe d’Artigny, Nouveaux Me - 
moires d’Hifhir€) &c. book i. p. 312. 

I fhail not repeat the praife which the Atlantic?, of Rudbeck has acquired in Sweden ; 
let it fufiice to obferve, that our moll modern hifforians have given it attention. Bimtr - 
ner is of opinion ; c id vis diligent} et frugi antiquario omninb convenire diurnd noMurndque 
rerf are mam incomparabiUs buy us viri All anti earn* Mr, Wilde ^ a competent judge, 
efteemed it highly, notwithftandihg he differed from him occafionally, particularly with 
refpeft to ancient geography, M. Dalin^ even although he varies ftill more than 
Mr. Wilde in opinion from Rudbeck, and not with (landing he fallows a fyilem of ch ro- 
nology perfectly oppofite, yet allows that he throws great light on different points of hif- 
tory in the early ages, and that none can read the Athntica without admiration of the 
profound genius of the author* His prodigious learning, and keen penetration* 

Olaus 
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Olaus Rudbeck, the father. Doctor and Profeflbf of phyficin the univerfity of Upfal, 
born atWefteros in 1630* died at Upfal the 7th September 1702. His funeral ora¬ 
tion was read by John Eiberg, ProfelTor of theology, and printed in 1703, in 4to. It 
is to be feen in Cbrijt. Neitslhladt. Memoria virsrum in Sued a eruditifjimorum redivha 
Sem-tkcas, IV. Roilock, 1731, in 8vo., p. 161—208. Father Niceron has made ufe 
of it in giving the life of our Kudbeck, Mmoires, book xxxi. 153. and following 
pages. Being a foreigner. Father Niceron has committed fame errors, which require 
reCtifi cation. 

Fifty-one years after the death of Rudbeck, a fmall medal was (truck in honor of 
him, on one fide of which was a profile of that learned man, encircled with this inferip- 
(j on: Olaus Rudbeck Pater. Prof. Upfal.; and on the other, the conltellation of the 
lefier beat; with thefe words: Tot Fulgent Lumina in Uno. On the exergue is written, 
VIVO DEC.R. IiONORES REDDITI A" MDCCL 1 II. AB. EXITV. LI. 

This article, relating to one of the rareft works that has appeared in Sweden, and de¬ 
fined for the library of the late Mr. Clement , under the head of 

RUDBECK, (Olaus,) the father, 

was compofed by Mr. Charles Guftavus de Varmholtz , Aulic Counfellor of His Majefty 
the King of Sweden, the greateft bibliographer that ever was in Sweden ; he died the 
28th March 1785. It has never till now appeared in print; and the underfigned, who 
is in poffeflion of the original memoir, has the honour to prefent this copy to MeiTrs. 

J3.and F., on their travels in the North, knowing them to be curious re- 

fpefting rare editions. Stockholm, 18th June 1791. 

(Signed.) Charles Gjo;rwell, librarian to His Majefty. 

N.B. It is plain that the article of Mr.de Bure, in his Bibliography, No. 5578, is 
not correCt, any more than that of Cailleau in his Bibliographical Dictionary, p. 522, - 
book ii. 

Chap. V .—Learned Men.—Ar lifts .— Cabinets of Individuals . 

Mr. LUDEKE paftor of the German chapel, is a very learned man; he refided a 
length of time at Conftantinople, and has gathered fome valuable information reflecting 
Turkey: he has publifhed feveral works in the Swedifli and German languages, and 
poffeffes fome valuable books. Orationes dominiae , Or attones ferme centum : Berdino. 
(Berlin.) Compofed and publifhed by the poffeffor’s great uncle. Biblia Malabarica , 
Tranquebar: the firftpart 1723, the fecond 1727; the interior title is Biblia Damulica . 
The New Teftament, printed alio at Tranquebar in 1715, although of the fame fize as 
the Bible, and in the Malabar language, the characters are of a larger type than thofe 
of the Bible; the whole forms three volumes in 4to. The firft edition of the New 
Teftament in the Finnifh tongue, in 4to. Stockholm, 1548. Bible Francaife, in folio; 
Stockholm, 1642. A fine inanufeript of the Alcoran on vellum, with the various read¬ 
ings in the margin. 

Mr. Swartz is the director of the King’s cabinet of natural hiftory at Drotningholm: 
although very young, he has yet travel ltd a great deal, and has added confiderably to 
the knowledge of moffes, which has been his principal ftudy; he poffeffes the moft per¬ 
fect collection of them in exiftence: he has publifhed a work entitled. Nova genera et 
fpecies Plantarum, feu prodromus deferiptionum Vegetabilium, in maximam partem in- 
cognitorum, quss fub itinere in Indiam Occidentalera, annis 1783—87, divenit OlatF 

6 Swartz: 
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Swartz: M. D. Hahniae, 1788. He has fpecified more than three hundred forts of 
lichen, one hundred and thirty of which only are defcrihed by Linnmus. A (mail num¬ 
ber is peculiar to Sweden, no more than five or fix- Vulpi nus t a kind of mol's found m 
Finland: the country people make ufe of it to poilon wolves; it is found in Sweden 
alone, and yields a very-pretty preen colour. Tartareus , a mofs which the Engliih toi- 
nierly purchafed to extraft a dye: a manufactory thereof has been actually eftabliffied 
at Stockholm. Impreffiis, a new fpecies, found hitherto no where but in Sweden, gives 
a red colour. Mr. Vejtring, a doftor of phyfic at Norkcetiping in Oftrogotbia, has 
made a number of experiments on the colouring principles of mofs; he is ihortly to 
give a differtation on the refult of his refearches, which will be read ar the Academy of 
Sciences. Already from different mo ties the following colours have been extra&ed ; 
yellow, red, and green of different fliades, brown, black, and violet. Hitherto none 
has been di(covered that have given blue, which appears a difficult matter to find. Mr. 
Swartz imagines, dyes among them may be found capable of viemg in brilliancy with 
cochineal; experiments tried on filk and wool have lucceeded, but not Witu co.vton- 
The raugiferinm , & ijlandicm proboftidens ferve for food. The Laplanders eat the ran- 
gifmnus boiled in water and milk ; it is excellent for phthifickv coughs and conlump- 
tion. Mr. Swartz brought with him from the W eft Indies mute than a mouiand new 
plants' the defcription of which may be feen in his work ; he met with the fame kind 
of mofs in Jamaica, that ferves as food for rein dee--, which is rather Angular. 

Mr. Fredenbeim, knight of the polar ftar, and member of leveral academies, poffefTes 
interefling collections of manufcripts, engravings, &c of which the following are the 
moft remarkable. Among his manufcripts, thofe of Baron d'Adler Sahms, Swedifh 
ambaffador at the treaty of Weftphalia, and afterwards ienatoi. It comprizes minutes 
of his difpatches and other writings, even of leveral articles of tne aoovc mentioned 
treaty of peace, and a number of memorials and original letters add relied to himfelf or 
others by celebrated characters of paft times, fuch as the Emperor, Guftavns Adolphus, 
Queen Chriftina, the Princes of the empire, a number o f learned men, and pat denial ly 
Swedifh generals and minifters. This collection extends from the year 1624 to 1 652 
inclufive ; the number of different pieces that it comprizes is two thoufand fix hundred 
and feven. The owner has caufed a table of them to be made with notes, which alone 
fills a large folio. The pieces already publiffied in the extrafts given to the world re¬ 
lative to this peace, are carefully noted. 1 he greater part of thefe are not among his 
collection; this includes even the letters which had been inteicepted and dec^pheied* 
A fimilar futte of manufcripts belonging to a Swedifli nobleman, who acted a great pait 
on the ft age of the world between 170° ^ 7 2 7 ‘ The collection con fibs ci fix hun¬ 

dred and feventeen pieces, moftly letters, the great part originals oi Charles X 11 -, Fred¬ 
eric L, the Queen Ulrica Eleanors, Lewis XV., Staniflaus of Poland, his Queen r the 
Princefs Cvartvrift^ Cardinal Judies the Spanifli minifies of generals, and particularly 
Swedifh miniflers; and befides the minutes of this nobleman himfelf, a table with 

notes. _ . . , 

Thefe two colleflions form a fucceflion the more precious, from its containing ample 
memoirs of the two moft mtereftiig epochs of the hiftory of Europe and Sweden^ In 
the courfe of his travels, Mr* Fv employed himfelf principally in ieaiTh of hifborical pieces 
not in print in different libraries. Many were ffiewn him, which he copied ; among 
others, the life of Cardinal Mazarin, in the Ricardian library at Florence, 4 s for lha 
librar-vof the Vatican, he took particular account of all that it contained relative to the 
hiftory of Sweden, from part of the manufcripts of Queen Chriftma. The Pope had 

the uiiufnal civility to caufe extracts to be made for him from the archives, and gav . hun 
J copies 
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copies of nearly four hundred papal bulls, bearing relation to the political or religious 
affairs of Sweden, the originals of which, in the revolutions of time, had been loft. 
Thefe bulls begin with the twelfth century, and end with the reign of John III. Mr. 
de Fredenheini brought back with him many obfervations on the countries through 
which he travelled, particularly Italy, in maps, plans, drawings, and deferiptive books, 
with his own marginal notes. Different other manufeript delcriptions, and views drawn 
in his prefence on the fpots, are either framed in hisftudy, or depofitedin his port-folio. 
Among antique marbles ; Hercules, Juno, Titus , Virgil. - With thefe a numerous and 
ftill more feleft colleaionof geographical maps; Sweden and Italy perfectly complete, 
and many not yet printed. A map of South America, notwithHanding it is engiaved, 
yet very l'carce, publilhed in. 1775’ ^ twelve large ihects, with notes luiiicent roi an 
entire atlas. Medals ; in the number, that of Anthony and Cleopatra; extremely rare. 
A fucceffion in bronze, of a large fize, of the different Emperors,. in excellent pi (Nerva¬ 
tion, &c. Acta publica between Sweden and other powers, printed at the period on 
which they occurred, comprizing more than forty volumes in folio. A Elect libiaiy 
-of fome thoufand volumes. Manufcripts oil the hiftory of Sweden. Engravings, par¬ 
ticularly Italian. Portraits of Swedes and remarkable perfons of aH countries. Portrait 
of Gullavus Adolphus, taken from life. A manufeript life of Linnaeus, noted and pre- 
fented by hiinfelf to the father of the prefent owner, the Archbifhop of Upfat. Mr. 
de Fredenheini, during his reficjence at Rome, by refearches he made, determined the 
exaft extent of the Forum Romanum. He caufed a monument to be made in that 
country to the memory of his father, by Angelini the fculptor, in fine C-aiiara marble, 
which is placed in the cathedral at TJpfal. In the piece. Religion roaiks^the foul s 
abode, and at the fame time points to the urn fuppofed to contain the afhesof the dead; 
below on the pedeftal is a bos relief, which reprefents the Archoifliop foftering the 
fciences; the mfeription is elegantly fim pie: Carols Frederics Menander eccl. Suegotbiea 
archkpifcopo pktas fil'd F. nat. 1712, ob. 1786. His tranfialion of Tacitus into the 
Swedifh language is very highly efteenied. The lady of Mr. I redenheim cultivates^ 
mufic with great fuccefs; fo that his houfe may be looked upon as the rendezvous of 
the fine arts. For our part we muff add, that it is equally the. court of cotiiplaifance, 
and with the utmofl latisfaftion, here proclaim our gratitude for all the kindnefs we 
individually experienced, renewing at the fame time thofe expreflions of our regret fo 
often repeated before, at having refided fo long in Sweden before we made his ac¬ 
quaintance. , c ' 

Mr. Norditt , member of the academy of eighteen, paffes for the belt-informed man 
in Sweden, on what regards the hiftory and antiquities of his own country. He has 
compofed a work entitled, Direflorium chronologico-diplomatkam Sueeia, in two volumes. 
The earlieft diploma and other a£ls, which relate to Swedifh affairs, begin in 800. 
Thefe are letters of the Popes, the greater part of which are alluded to by different 
authors; their names are indicated, as well as the part of their works wherein mention 
of them is made. He is in poffeflion of many valuable manufcripts. j Exemplar epijlo - 
larum Chrifiinm ; a work written by that Queen herfelf in her youth. It contains co¬ 
pies of letters in the Swedifh, German, Latin, and French languages, in fmall folio, 
three fourths margin.—The ecclefiaftical ftatutes of Archbifhop Efidls of Lund, in 1124. 
Mention isnnade of this in the appendix of the laws of Scania in the Swedifh language. 

■—A code of laws for the whole kingdom, a manufeript of 1347 011 ve h u ™> incom¬ 
plete : in this the Runic letter tb is found ; it is in Swedifh, and never was printed, the 
clergy continually oppofing its abfolute recognition: this code was partly adopted in 
1444, and was in exiftence until 1734. Prtfcianus, a Latin grammar in manufeript, in- 
vol. Vi. 3 h complete. 
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complete. A mamifcript of 1227, on a fheet of parchment; this is a letter of rope 
Gregory IX., addreffed generally to the Jacobin monks, and permitting them to have 
a cemetery for the burial of their dead j dated Peroufe, the 10th of the Kalends of be- 
bruarv, thefecond year of his pontificate ; the feal is on lead, and very well preferred ; 
it represents the heads of St. Peter and St. Paul, without the double keys.-Hiftory of 
Count d'U/f<M, Grand-mafter of the kingdom of Denmark, an unique, which has never 
been printed.-Original code of Swedifli laws made by King Christopher of Bavaria, 
on vellum, almoft complete.—An abridgment of the ecelefiaftieai hiftory of Sweden, 
from the origin of chriftianity in ihe kingdom to the prefent day, compofed on account 
of the celebrated jubilee this year of 1693, by order of the mo(| pious and magnani¬ 
mous King CharlesXI., by P- de Beaumont; in form of a dialogue between Ahtopbile 
and Romain. Such is the head of a French manufcript, the fame as was prefented to 
Charles Xll., then Prince Royal; it contains a dedication to Charles, the hereditary 
Prince of Sweden, in large quarto, thirty-fix pages, at Upfal, the 20th May 1693.— 
L'Hiftoire de France, by the fame Beaumont, continued to i£>97 : the fame volume 
comprizes a fuccinft abridgment of the hiftory of Germany, which fills nearly half the 
volume; it is in quarto. —A copy of the journal of Charles XI. from 1676 to 1697; 
the original is in pofleffion of Count de Cronlledt, governor of Gefle.— Hiftorical anec¬ 
dotes: &/W, in the Swedifli language, an Iceland manufcript; the name is Eigil, fon 
of Skaldagrim. A marine chart in manufcript, made for Charles V. 10 1540; mo! i ‘ ; 
particularl y defigned for the Mediterranean fea. The plan of the city of Mexico , on vel¬ 
lum, the fame as was prefented to Charles 'V. by Alfonlo de Santa Cruz- Lrbs 7 enux- 
litarn is its title, which was the ancient name of that city: the plan is coloured; the de¬ 
dication to the Emperor is upon it. Mr. Nordin prefented a map of the world to the 
King made at that time, that is to fay in the reign of Charles V. Thefe maps are fup- 
pofed to have been taken at Prague by Count Koningfmark in 1648 

Mr. GitmrweU , librarian to the King, pofleffes a fragment on the difeovery of Norway, 
which is the moil ancient manufcript that relates to the hiftory of the North : it was 
found in Iceland, tranfported to Denmark, and thence carried to Sweden; the author 
is unknown, but from the fucceflion it gives of the ancient Princes of the northern 
countries up to the tenth century, it is conje&ured to be of that age. I his fragment 
has been printed in a collection of the molt ancient monuments ol the early hiftory of 
the North, publifhed by Bjceurners, antiquary to the King of Sweden, Stockholm, 
* 737 * in folio. In compofing this edition, the piece was copied, which was depofited 
in the archives of the kingdom. r lhe fame fragment was printed befoie 111 1689, at 
Skalholt in Iceland.—A new Swedifli Teftament, Stockholm, 1526, jmall folio, with a 
figure of Chiift for the frontifpiece, and the arms of Guftavus Vafa at the end.—A 
Swedifli Bible, 2 vols. in folio, Upfal, 1541. John III., fon of Guftavus Vafa, being 
defirous of introducing anew the Catholic . religion into Sweden, made ufe of two litur¬ 
gies, one printed in Latin and one in Swedifli, the firft at Stockholm, in folio, 6, the 
other alfo in Stockholm, in 4 to . in 1589 ; both were proferibed by Charles IV., and are 
extremely rare; both, however, are in the collection of Mr. Giceurwell. Mr, Charles 
Guftavus Warmholtz , aulic counfellor of His Swedifli Majefty, has occupied himfelf more 
fully on the hiftory and hiftorians of Sweden than any other perfon ; his work is after 
the plan of Lelong on the hiftorians of France ; it is in the Swedifli language, with hif¬ 
torical and critical remarks by Mr. Dewarm. The fifth volume appeared at Stockholm 
in 1790, in 8 vo. The manufcript in 15 vols .folio, written by the author, is in the hands 
of the editor, Mr. Giceurwell. The five volumes already printed, reach as far as the 
fifth of the manufcript. This author was bom at Stockholm m 1713, and died on his 
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own eft ate of Chriftieraholm in 1785. He had a fine library, and in courfe of a long 
refidence there, compofed this work. At his death, he confided to Mr. Giaeurwell the 
manufeript and edition. He had travelled a great deal, fcjourning the longcft in Hol¬ 
land ; he married a French woman at the Hague, Marguerite Janicou, daughter of a 
miinfter of the Landgrave of Heffe CalTel, known by his letters on the United Provinces. 
His library confifted of fix thoufand volumes; thofe which regarded hiftory were bought 
by Mr. Gioeurwell, who has augmented their number. 

Guftavus 111 ., an enlightened protector of the arts, invited artifts of great merit to 
Sweden; it may be boldly advanced that the kingdom is indebted to him for the 
poiTeffion of a Sergei!, a Dcjpres , Mafreliier , &c. What clearly verifies this aflertion, 
the Swedes themfelves, far from attracting great artifts, did not even profit by their 
prefence, or give them any encouragement: they vyere never employed by any but the 
King ; and we have no doubt that lince his death they will have abandoned a country 
which will no longer afford them any refources, a court which, from its fyftem of eco¬ 
nomy, (certainly well imagined,) will look upon, as foolithly expended, thofe funis re- 
quifite for the recompenfe and encouragement of genius. 

We Ihall now take a view of the artifts of Stockholm, whofe talents appear to us to 
lay claim in a greater or Jefs degree to public efteem. 

Mr. 1 Serge//, a Swede, is the moft celebrated fculptor of the prefent day ; Canova, a 
Venetian, being the only one in any degree comparable to him. This artift is in high 
eftimation ; the King frequently reforts to his work-fliop, in which he is imitated by the 
nobility, and even the ladies ; but thefe vifits have become fo tirefome that his door is 
frequently clofed ; fo that it will not be amifs for any one deftrous of feeing him to ad- 
vife of his intention before hand. He is employed on the ftatue in bronze, defigned by 
the citizens in honour of their King : the model of the proportions of which was fnewn 
to us ; the King is upright, as if walking, his left hand leaning on the rudder of a fhip, 
(an attribute which accords equally with the lpecies of victory obtained by him, as with 
his having the conduct of aftairs fince the revolution;) and in his right hand an olive 
branch, the fymbol of peace: it fronts the church on the fide next the cattle, with its 
back to the fea, very near to which it is placed ; thus wearing the appearance of being 
juft landed and bringing peace to his people. The height of the ftatue is to be eleven 
feet; the fculptor has varied as little as poflible from the Swedifh cofturne, which, 
thanks to the cloak, has a very good effeCt ; he has only taken finall licenfe in altering 
the manner in which it is fattened. This ftatue, which he expects will be finilhed in 
1796, is full of grace and life. I11 his work-lhop we faw the group of Cupid and 
Pfyche in marble, large as life, defigned for the King, who means to place it atHaga. 
This is one of the fineit pieces of modern fculpture; Pfyche is on her knees before 
Cupid; the poignard and lamp by his fide defignate the inftant chofen by the artift. 
At firft he intended that Cupid ihould have turned his head afide in repulfing Pfyche; 
it would have rendered the work more eafy; the expreflion of his countenance as look¬ 
ing on Pfyche,' however difficult to give, was preferred, and is admirably conceived by 
Mr. Sergeli : Cupid.regards Pfyche with a cold and tranquil difdain, fuch as is fuitable 
to an offended deity. The two figures are naked, and the whole of the group pofl'effes 
linking beauties; it is a matter-piece which well ddtrves minute attention : it was ori¬ 
ginally intended for Madame du Barry. The fame groupe was executed on a finali 
i'cale for Baron Armfeldt, to whom HisMajeftv made a prefent of it, and for the Duke 
d’infaiitado. The price of the finall work is toco rix-dollars. Mr. Scrgtil had aho 
two beautilul bulls in his fiiop, the one of Guftavus Vafa, the other of Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus, ordered formerly by the King of France; not knowing any longer to whom to 

3 h a addrefs 


fortia's travel's in Sweden. 


420 

addrefs himfelf on account of them,.he preferves them until a move favourable oppor¬ 
tunity may allowof their proceeding to their deftination. Events having happened to an¬ 
nul every fuch expectation, we are ignorant of what has become of them *. A bull in 
bas relief of thePrince-royal is the moft ftriking refemblance that poffibly can be. It would 
be difficult to find an eftablifitment more commodious or more complete than that oc¬ 
cupied by this artift } he has fome charming paintings, rnoftly of the French fchool; 
he places great value on the head of an old man, by Guido, and a Cupid .playing with 
a Satyr, by Carlo Cignani, The figure of Love is beautiful. He is in pofleflion of an 
antique Jtatue of a fawn which he prizes highly ; it is (tanging with its legs acrols, lean¬ 
ing againft the trunk of a tree, at the foot of which lays a young child; the head as well 
as the right arm have been repaired, the remainder is in the higheft prefervation. Mr.Ser- 
gell joins to his eminent talent for execution,that of converting on his art in the rnoft en¬ 
gaging and inftru&ive manner j and what in our efteem is a great merit, he fpeaks with 
equal compiaifance to artifts, and thofe who have no other title to his notice than a de¬ 
fire of information or mere curiofity; a Angular merit even among artifts of the fecond- 
ary ftamp, much more in a man of fuch fuperior abilities. 

Mr. Defpres, a Frenchman, a painter and architect: the King meeting with him at 
Rome in 1784, engaged him in his fervice. He has the fuperintendance of the feenery 
and dreffes of the opera, of every thing conftj-ufted by His Majefty, and at this inftant 
of the building of the new palace of Haga. This artift poffeffes the richeft and moft 
lively imagination, and is even reproachable for the too great diverfity he introduces in 
fuch little (pace. He has painted a large piece reprefenting the battle of the Crotoniates 
and Sybarites, in poffeffion of the King. He is at prefent employed in painting the 
principal actions of the war in Finland. The following are the whole: the naval bat¬ 
tle at Hogland, on the 17th July 17SS ; Porufalmi, on the 6th June 1789 ; Uttifmalm, 
38th June 1789; Parkumacki, 31ft July 1789; the affair of Valkiali, 39th April 
1790; Pardakofki, 30th April 1790; the barracks of Kettis, in May 1790; Pefti- 
macki, 5th May 1790; the battle of Fredericfhamm, 15th May 1790; the retreat 
from Wybourg, 3d July 1790 ; and the battle of Svenkfund, 9th and 10th July 1790. 
Mr. Dsfpres is likewife charged with the ereCtion of the intended obelifk at Haga, 
where the model in wood is to be feen, and generally of whatfoever relates to the archi¬ 
tecture of that palace ; he has moreover been drawing-raafter to the Prince-royal ever 
fince 1791. 

Mr. Mafrelier, a Frenchman, a charming artift in drawing, is the author of all the 
defigns of the pavillion of Haga, and has executed them with a degree of perfection 
which does him the greateft honour. He is poffeffed of exquifitetafte: it is a great 
pity that an artift of fuch excellence fhould be without pupils to affift him j for want of 
them he is obliged to draw the outlines, and give the different fhades; his pupils after¬ 
wards copy very well, and apply the colouring. As this artift moft commonly works 
inmorifeo , or pictures which ferve for the internal decorations of apartments, fome judg¬ 
ment 'may be formed of the extent of his labours : in one piece there are frequently 
from one to two hundred figures. Mr. Mafrelier was eleven years in Italy, and has 
brought thence an immenfity of drawings, taken on the fpot, and which are well wor¬ 
thy of infpeCtion. Many of thefe views have been very little regarded. He has a bro¬ 
ther who is a carver: for th'efake of difpatch he makes ufe of a procefs which imitates 
cafts in a very nice manner, and is much more ceconomical; this confifts in the employ¬ 
ment of a pafte which hardens of itfeif, receiving whatever impreflion may be fancied, 

* We have reafon to believe they have been purchafed by the Emprefaof Rullia. 
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and being fufeeptible of taking any colour. It looks extremely well when gilt* and on 
it the gilding is capable of high pohfh. This fecret he learned at Paris, and hitherto it 
has perfectly well fuccfeeded* Youngs who Ihall be mentioned prefently, pretends that 
wood ought to have the preference ; the former, however, is cheaper, more eafily re¬ 
paired, more fufceptible of receiving any form, and has in faft precifely the fame effeft 
as wood. Thisprocefs moreover is in high eftimation with the King, ever anxious for 
the completion of his fancies, as it gratifies them with greater promptitude* The work- 
Ihop of this artifl is on the ground floor of the caftle, in the paviliion of the library : he 
employs very few workmen. 

Mr. Toung, an excellent carver, has a fund of tafle, and a perfect comprehenfion of 
every thing that regards the decoration of apartments. We faw him intent on orna¬ 
menting the exterior of an organ j his work was beautifully defigned, and executed 
with aftonilhing exactitude. He has a number of fcholars to inftruft in this line, in 
which the Swedes excel, as well as in gilding on wood. 

Mr, Quilbert , an engraver, is employed in engraving all the medals of the prefent 
reign in copper. This collection, already very numerous, cannot be'-complete until 
the death of His Majefty, who referves for himfelf the plates and proofs, fo that it is no 
eafy matter to procure them ; they are rather harfhly engraved. The vignettes from 
defigns of Mr. Mafrelier are principally in the belt ftyle; each plate is to have an ex¬ 
planation, on two columns, in French and SwediCh. The engraver of the medals is 
Mr. Fehrmann ; he is a good artift, but not equal to his predeceflbr. The collection 
of the lull reign is considerable on account of medals being ftruck on occafion of the 
moft trifling events, fuch even as by no means deferved commemoration. 

Mr. Martins is engraving the views of Stockholm : many are completed: he after¬ 
wards illuminates them j they are fold at about 2} ducats each. They clearly evince 
the precipitation with which this artifl works j being very incorrect and badly nnifhed ; 
neverthelefs, as he is not void of genius and tafte, they are pleating and have a good 
effeft, 

Mr. Breda , the younger, has been in England : his portraits afford hopes of his ex¬ 
celling at fome future period in this line. His father has fome pictures ; among the 
moft remarkable are the portrait of La Fojfe , by RigaiuL A defign, attributed to Raphael, 
reprefenting the fubmertion of Pharaoh ; this is a very valuable piece, and came from 
the cabinet of Mr. Crozat. A fea piece, by T. Wouvermans. The maffacre of the 
innocents, a pretty fketch, by Peter de Cordons. Two fine portraits by Francis Halle * 
Two fea pieces by Simonini the Venetian \ thefe two pictures have great merit, and are 
very rare of their kind, thisartift having painted fcarcely any thing but battles. The 
flight into Egypt, by Guido, in his befi ftyle, very dark: it poffeffes a fund of beauty. 
Cain and Abel, faid to be by Andrew Sacchu An old woman warming her hands, a 
fmall picture, accurately finifbed, which the owner affures is by G. Dow P notwithflaiid- 
ing it bears the name of G. Schalken^ which is vifible. A fine portrait of Merian , a 
painter and burgomafter in Ho land, by himfelf. 

Mr, Qmaff is one of the beft portrait painters in Stockholm \ he has the reputa¬ 
tion of taking exaft likenefles. We yet have feen at his houfe the portraits of the King, 
and feveral perfons of our acquantance, which bore not the leaft refemblance. His pen¬ 
cil is far from poffeffing any delicacy \ and in any other country he would be efteemed 
an ordinary painter, 

Mr, Pafch is a portrait painter, in high efteem in this country j he has alfo the cha- 
rafter of giving very exaft refemblances. 


Mr,. 
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Mr. Adams works at the larger calls in bronze, under the infpeCtion of Mr, Sergell; 
it was in his workshop, which communicates with that of Mr. Sergell, that the ftatue of 
Guflavus Adolphus (of which we fhall fhortly fpeak) was chizelied. ihisartill works 
iu bronze in the molt elegant and finiHied manner. The King poffeffes fome works of 
this defcription which would do honour to the belt artills in this line in France. 

Mr. Jibuti , a young Swede, is an excellent workman in bronze; he has made lour 
candelabras for the King, which are of the higheft taile and moil admirable finifii. 

Mr. Pilau , a Swedilh painter, was, in 1791, director of the academy. This artift, 
already advanced in years, was employed on a large picture of nine feet by eighteen, re¬ 
prefen ting the coronation of His Majefty .: it was not then completed. He Ihe wed us 
fome defigns of the higheft finifti, particularly one reprefenting the parliament of Vafa 
receiving its regulations from the King upon its eftabliihment, This painter has been 
much employed in Denmark. 

Mr. Lawrence, a Swede, well known at Paris, where he refided a number of years. 
Many engravings have been taken of this painter’s works: they are in high efteem. 
His ftyle is very graceful, and replete with tafte. 

Mr. Hollblad , a Swede, is famous for his Ikilful manner of reftoring damaged paint¬ 
ings. He had a number belonging to Count Brahe, one of which was Judith, holding 
the fword in her hand with which fhe has cut off Holofernes’ head. Mr. Mafretier 
eftimates it a work of Caravaggio. The head of Judith is beautiful. The baptifm of 
Clovis, a large picture of no great merit. There is another at Stockholm for fale, re¬ 
prefenting the fame fubjeCt, which is much fuperior ; it belongs to Count de ia Gardie. 
It is prefumable that Mr. Hollblad ufes a fimilar procefs with Picault at Paris; however 
this may be he has been eminently fuccefstul 1 from a number of proofs of this we lha.ll 
cite but one; he has taken a ceiling painted on a wall, twenty-one ells long by fourteen, 
and fixed it in perfection on canvas. 

Mr. JA.dlerJlra.um, a painter in Adolphus Frederic’s fqtiare *, on the fouth fide. In 
this (quare it was (the fame as was ufed for the caroufals) that the King, cm occafion of 
the peace of 1790, diftniffed the citizens of Stockholm who had volunteered for the 
protection of the town in abfence of the regular troops. This artift, in a picture 
which he has in his houfe, has reprefented this ceremony with excellent effeCt. It was 
intended for the city, but doubtlcfs he will take a copy of it, the King, as is fuppofed, 
intending to have this. Mr. Hiller ft ram mis in pofleflion of a number of works ol dif¬ 
ferent delcriptions, among others of a likenefs ot his daughter, with a mark on her bo- 
loro, where Ihe was (buck by lightning, without receiving any injury: we enquired if 
the mark remained yet as reprefented in the painting, Ihe allured us it did not j as Ihe 
was a very pretty gild we willingly would have had other proof hefides her fitriple affer- 
tion. This artift inhabited the houfe of a perfon who died but a fhort time before, 
leaving behind him a magnificent collection of pictures, of which we were unable to 
get fight, as they had been packed up to be font to England for fale. It is a very 
hand fome houfe, and was'planned to have five-and-forty windows in the front looking 
on the l'quare ; but it was tcarcely more than half erected, and whether it will now be 
finifhed or no appears doubtful. 

Private cabinets are very few in number, as the reader will be enabled to judge by 
ftje enumeration of the whole, comprizing even thufe of medals, ftones, &c. 

* In the neighbourhood of this fqnare is the prffoji for debtor*, where it is rather a difficult matter for a 
perfou to gain admittance merely for ihe fatirfoction of hrs cuHofity j it ie W.vrm- but little deferring of 
JUtSUtioU* • 
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Cabinet tf Count Brahe . This contains fome paintings, three or four of which only 
are deferving of mention. The Magdalen reclined on a mat rolled up at one end, lean¬ 
ing on her elbow, with a book in her hand ; a light veil of blue and white thrown over 
her, ferving, with her long loofe hair, which is very handfome, in part to cover her, is 
very graceful. This picture is attributed to Milliard, and is fuppofed to be the likenefs 
of the miftrefs of fome one of the Kings of France. David erect, holding in his hand 
the head of Goliah, of natural fize ; he wears a red cap, in which are two feathers, the 
one white the other yellow : this is faid to be by Guido Rent ; but is a copy of that in the 
capitol, and has nothing fuperior to boaft. Our Saviour and the Holy Virgin in a build¬ 
ing, with an afs and two cows or bulls, by J. Jordaens, in 1652, an original. Our Sa- 
vious paying tribute ; a much efteemed piece, the heads in it are beautiful. 

Mr. Bolander , a painter, has a picture of the Virgin, with the infant Jefus and St.John, 
which he pretends is by Raphael, and formerly belonged to the Countefs Koningfmark; 
although many doubt its authenticity, the painting is certainly good, and much in that 
painter’s ftyle." He poflelfes like wife a game piece by Snyders, with that mailer’s like¬ 
nefs, in a corner of the picture, done by Rubens, and fome other lefs valuable piec'es. 

Cabinet of the Bank, In the building belonging to the bank is to be fecn a hand¬ 
fome collection of medals, almoft entirely Swediili, contained in two hundred and twen¬ 
ty drawers; it is nearly complete : fome, but a very fmall number, are foreign. The 
inoft ancient, the authenticity of which is indifputable, is a very fmall one of Eric IX, 
in 1 150. A medal of John It. in 1497, never publilhed. A rix-dollarof Sten Sture, 
1513, very rare. A very rare medal reprefenting Charles Guftavus on one fide, on the 
reverie Dei Gratia et Ghrifiina Rex , 1654: another was ft ruck which has for legend, 
A Dcoei Chrijlincu A medal of Brahe, 1665, very rare. A very confiderable and al¬ 
moft perfeCt collection of medals of famous private characters. This collection was begun 
and fold to the Bank by Prefident Rolamb. Its direClors continue it. The ftfu&ure of the 
bank was begun in 1668, under the reign of Charles IX. 

The bank lends money on fecuritv of moveables and merchandize St four per cent.; 
every year two per cent, of its capital is paid off. There are nine commiffaries who 
have the direction of its affairs, three from the clafs of nobles, and as many from that of 
the citizens, and as many of the clergy. Of one of thefe it is requifue you lhould 
afk permiffion to view the medals. 

Meffrs. Grill and Charles de Geer poffefs fine collections of Swedifh medals. Mr. de 
Geer has one in gold of Sten Sture, which is exceedingly rare; Mr. Grill one, laid to 
be of Odin, which is however thought to be Armenian. Thefe two cabinets we did not 
fee. Mr. Grill, after having treated us very courteoufly at Suderfors, felt himfelf un¬ 
der no obligation of repeating his civility at Stockholm. As for Mr. Geer we made no 
attempts to feek a favour at his hands. There are people to whom a man is loth to be 
under obligation. Our thanks might have been foperfluous to a man who Chews him¬ 
felf jg grateful to the King for the many favours bellowed on him, and whofe opinions, 
unfortunately for us, were fo much at variance with our own. 

Mr. Ouijl has adopted a fyftem of claffification entirely novel, in the department of 
precious^Hones, and which bears no refemblance to that hitherto ufed. He pays no 
refpefl to colour, but only to the weight, Ihape, and hardnefs. He has given a detail of 
his fyftem in the memoirs of the academy for 1768. His collection is contained in a 
very fmall cabinet, and is worthy of notice on account of the novel manner of its clari¬ 
fication. The fir ft place is afligned to white diamonds, and diamonds of alt colours, as 
'(veil in the rough as cut;—next, rubies and fapphircs, among thefe is an ajhria, in 
which, on. holding it to the fun, you diftinguifh altar ; opals, one called the Ns,mitts, is 
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with the exception of its fellow, in poflefilon of the Emperor, an unique, it weighs about 
two carats : topazes, rough rubies, rough emeralds, chryfolites, beryls, aigues marines 
in the rough, as well as cut: garnets and hyacinths; amefhyfts, chryftals ; he pretends 
that amethylts are only coloured chryftals. Chryfopafes tranfparent quartz from bin- 
land. Cat’s eyes. Cornalines. Onyx, fardines, agates; which however he ranks in 
the firft clafs. Jafper, malachites, opals ; ame-thyfts, toarmalins, and other ftones are 
not yet claffed. Mr. Quilt poffeffes a piece of regulus of antimony found in Sweden, 
extremely rare, lb much fo, that none is any longer to be found. He has adjoining to 
his houfe, a pretty confiderable extent of ground, and a terrace which commands the 
fea, whence is a molt fuperb view, luch even as much furpafles the mod celebrated in 
point of extent and piaurefque effect. It is in itfelf enough to induce a traveller to go 
to the extremity of the fouthern luburbsalong the fea, where it isfituated, even fiiould 
he be void of curiofity of examining the collection of ftones. 

Mr. Daniel George Nefcher , of Queen’s-ftreet, poflefles a curious and fingular collec¬ 
tion of portraits of Kings and individuals of Sweden, of all ages j it confifts of about 
four thoufand pieces ; at mod, no more than fifty are wanting to render it perfedly 
complete. What renders this colleflion ftill more interefting, the proprietor has writ¬ 
ten at the bottom of each of the portraits of individuals, an account of his life. We 
noticed with furprife, that many Swedes had never heard either of Mr. Nefcher, or his 
'fcolle&ion. 

Thus have we given the whole we have to notice of private cabinets, and believe we 
have omitted nothing of intereft : the number mull needs be coniklered very trifling ; 
yet have we to obferve, that the Swedilh nobility being in general very poor, and very 
ill informed, it is not aftonilhing that valuable cabinets fhould be lefs frequent here than 
elfewhere j the firft reafon alone appears to us Unanswerable. 


.-Chap. VI. — Churches.—Public Edifices.—Statues of Sovereigns .— Arfenah—Park of 

Artillery .— Prifons. 

THE churches of Stockholm, confidered as edifices, deferve no attention : the two 
following are the only ones worthy of being vifited. 

Riddenjholm Church. It is far from handfome, but it may be well to fee it, on ac¬ 
count of its being the place of interment of the kings, a number of the principal families 
in Sweden, and all the knights of the order of the Seraphim. At the extremity of the 
church, before the altar, are the tombs of Canatefon and Magnus Ladulos, between 
them is a fmall clofed coffer, containing the ftatutes of the order of the Seraphim. 
Guftavus Adolphus is inhumed in the vicinity, but no monument is yet erected to his 
memory ; it was then under the workman’s hands. In a chapel are Charles XII. with 
his club and lion’s fkin, in bronze gilt. On a bier of black marble, Frederic I. and 
■Queen Ulrica Eleanor. In another very fmall chapel raifed a few fteps, is the great 
Banner , born in. 1601, died in 1641 : in another fpot, Fortenfon, born in 1603, died 
in 1651, and the tombs of the Ferlens, the Levenhaupt, and other families. Gufta¬ 
vus III. in 1791, formed the project of building a rotunda for the Kings, on a plan by 
Dcfpres. 

The Church of Queen Chriftina, This is in the form of a crofs, with a rotunda in 
the middle, rather pretty, and very neat; at the principal altar is a bas-relief in plafter, 
by Sergell, reprefen ting the afeenfion; it has a very fine effect. A monument in lead 
by the fame hand, railed in 1770 to the memory of Dcfcartcs, by the late King, then 
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Prince Royal. In the cemetrv, the place is flill pointed out where his body was firlt 
depofired, before it was feitt to France. 

The Exchange. A pretty building near the cafile, on the market place; the mer- 
chants ailemble on the ground floor, which is adorned with the bulb of Baron de Sparre, 
High Governor of Stockholm* and Mr. Alftrceumer, a celebrated merchant; above is 
a long gallery, wherein public balls are given every fortnight on Sundays, the price of 
admittance is 24 (killings each perfon : the court is generally prefect. The academy 
of eighteen holds alfo its public fittings here. 

Tie Hall of the Nobles is in a large fquare, by the fide of Ridderholm (the ifland of 
knights) ; the building is hamlfome, the ftaircafe of noble appearance. The ground 
floor contains the portraits of the matfhals of the diet from 1632, in number twenty- 
eight; thofe of the diets of 1786 and *789, were not yet there : the hall in which the 
nobles aifemble is on the firft flory, it is tolerably handfdme, notwithftanding its only 
ornament is the efcutcheons of the nobility which cover its walls. Thofe of the moft 
ancient families are placed at the extremity, the others by gradation of anceftry, on the 
right and left up to the door, where thofe of the earlieft exaltation are placed. The 
Count de Brahe occupies the moft: eminent Ration ** It is in this hall that the monarch 
gave proof of much addrefs and prefence of mind at the diet of 1789. 

The Town^Hotfe. The court of the magi lira tes, at which the burgomaflers prefide, 
is held here ; the hall has nothing in it remarkable* The portraits of the high gover¬ 
nors, and fcveral pleafmg views of the neighbourhood of Stockholm, drawn by Mar¬ 
ty ns, being the only obje&s of notice. 

Statue of Guftavus Vafa (fub pedeJ* This is a bronze on the fquare of the nobles, 
and before their manfion ; it was creeled by the body of the nobility, although, as 
its infeription imports, this mark of reverence was not afforded till after the lapfe of two 
centuries ; it was executed by the French arcliblfhop and poffefles nothing (hiking, 

Equejlrian Statue of Guflavus Adolphus . This is before the opera houfe, in the north¬ 
ern fquare: it was ere&ed the 15th May, 1791 ; the expence of tranfporting it from 
the workfliop of the fcolptor to the place where it ftands, notwithfhndmg the fhortnefe 
of the diftance, was 6000 rix-dollars. The proportions of the horfe and ftatue are 
precifeiy the fame as thofe of the {tatue'of Henry IV. now thrown down at Paris. Its 
whole weight is 150 fchippundsf. Behindjt, below the flame, a large trophy is to be 
railed, on which the bucklers and arms of the different people conquered by Gufiavus 
Adolphus, are to be ranged ; around it will be placed medallions, reprefen ring the five 
principal generals of this Prince: Banner , Tertenfcn, Janies de Langardie^ Horn , and 
Saxe Wiimar. * They are finifhed (the whole by the archkifhopf except the ornaments 
below, and what remains to be fixed, whiqii latter are by JSergell^ who gave the defign, 
and has taken upon himfelf its completion. Below is to be the ftatue of OxenfHern, 
didating the life of the King to hiftory, which altogether, when finifhed, will have a 

* His father was beheaded in on account of being a chief of the confpiraey formed in Favour of 

the King ; the fon Ills not inherited the fentiments of his father, for he has conitaritly adkd in oppolition 
to Gutlavus IInotwithHanding his being indebted to that Monarch for His recognition as fidl Count in 
.Sweden, and uotwithliapding the exigence of a Brahe depended mi a marked and very powerful prote .non- 
\\ hat perhaps, without txcuiitig him, may render him lefs culpable, is the affuramie of his being ruled and 
perfnaded by his wife to follow a line of conduct no .ways glorious for his reputation ; it is alfo fit we 
ihould remark here, that Madame de Brahe, a poor provincial gentlewoman, deflined apparently to vegetate 
in obfeurity* has to thank the King for her being brought to court, and afterwards married to the firfl 
noble of the land. On this fubjeft we fhall make no reflections, leaving to the reader to comment on fueh 
tondndl as he will, 

t Vide table of weights, 25,500^3. Englifh, 

vol, vi. 21 very 
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very fine effect. The ftatue, as iL is at present, is not void of grace; it appeared to us 
in the work (hop, to much lefs advantage. It fee ms extraordinary, that the fcarf of 
G uftavus Adolphus fliould hang from the left to the right ; as it is defigned to hide 
the fword, we conceived that the object of the artill was not effected; the pedeila! is of 
granite. The adventurers who have fet on foot the manufa£lure of Daliearlian por¬ 
phyry, being defirous of affording it a confpicuous dilplav, offered to undertake it at the 
fame price, but this offer was not accepted, the reafon why we cannot conceive, as it 
would have been much more handfome; for in fhort, as to quantity, if net always for 
beauty, granite in Sweden is as frequent as common Hone etfew here. 

The Arfenal. It formerly was in the neighbourhood of North place; at prefent it is 
transferred to Frcdericfhoff, at the park gate, where the Queen Dowager refided, and 
where thofe noblemen were confined, who were arretted by the King during the diet of 
1789. The building has twenty-nine windows in front, by four deep ; it is compoied 
of two wings, forming a right angle. On entering, (the fecond ftory,) you find a hall 
in which the Kings of Sweden are feen on horfeback in armour, refembling the Kings 
of England in the fame flile, in the tower of London; the helmet of Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus, of an enormous weight, and a great number of colours taken at Narva; in 
another fmall chamber round a turning, a number of arms formerly ufed, and fome 
irnall pieces of artillery, with which Charles XII. amufed himfelf when a child. A 
model of the new bayonet, twenty-three inches long *. Others not fo long, fword-edged, 
for the dragoons (the muiquets of the dragoons are four feet four inches in length, and 
weigh eight pounds). Hats and cartridge boxes. A fecond hall, furnifhed with 
Saxon colours taken by Charles XII., together with fome Ruffian,, A third hall con¬ 
tains the colours taken from the Ruffian fleet at Frederidham. A boat built by Peter iff. 
taken on its paffage from Saardam. In a fourth hall, colours taken by Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus, and one taken from the Saxons by Charles XII.’s own hand, in 1703. A gene¬ 
ral’s fluff of the Calmucks, taken by Charles XII., together with cymbals and drums. 
A gallery communicating with this hall, containing all the infignia neceffary at a coro¬ 
nation ; chairs, furniture, &c. Dreffes and equipages for carroufals; a gilt fledge, pre- 
fented by Maria Therefa. At each extremity are three fmall apartments. In the fii-ft 
are portraits of Swedifli generals, and materials requifite at carroufals. The fecond muf¬ 
quets, piftois, poinards, and other Angular weapons: the fword of Charles XL ; that 
of Charles XII., not too heavy; a very handfome double fufil, prefented to Charles XI. 
by Louis XIV. The third, Turkifh prefents of houfings and horfe accoutrements; the 
horfe equipage of Several Kings, enriched with pearls. In a wardrobe, the gloves worn 
by Charles XII. when he Was fhot f, his Jafh, (four feet four inches in length), his plain 
hat 1 the Ihot was received juft below the button. A coat of coarfe blue cloth, with 
plain copper buttons. A very fine fhirt without ruffles, ftained with blood below the 
collar. A pair of leather breeches with ten pockets. A blue cloak, three feet eight 
inches long, no more than two inches longer than the coat. Very fhort boors. The 
fourth is a fmall apartment, containing the fliields of ancient Kings, and arms of earlier 

* Thcfc bayonets will be e {teemed fume what loo long; they, have been in ufe among the Swedes only 
fince the lad war. The practice to which they are accnifomed, of charging the Ruffians with the bayonet, 
(a mjntcuvve in which they have almufl conftaiitly fucceeded,) called for an ciicrtafe of the length of this 
■weapon. 

f We vilited this aifenal in company with a Ruffian general, whofe grandfather ferved in the army of 
Charles Xll. NotwithHanding he was attached to a different power, and had himfelf recently been op. 
pofed to the Swede#, General P—n took hold of Charles’s glove and killed it with refpect, obferving, ** I 
do homage to the memory of a brave man." 


times. 


&0&T1A V 0 TRAVELS IN SWEDEN- 


427 

limes- The flilrt warn by Gullavus Adolphus when wounded in the neck at Defchau* 
The breeches he wore when fhot in the thigh in Pruffia, with feveral parts of hfe drefs* 
In a fifth, ancient arms; the fluffed fktn okthe horfe on winch Gullavus Adolphus 
rod at the battle of Lutzen, The fucceeding apartments are full of laddies and equi¬ 
pages for carroufals : in one are the arms of the different provinces* The number of 
colours in this arlenal is Immenfe : the firft (lory is a counterpart of the fecond ; here 
the mufquets are kept, apparently to us, m very indifferent order : as we faw them at 
the conclufton of a war, there were confequently very few of them new- All the 
apartments, and even the veftibules, were full of bales of cloth for the foldiers. 

Note .—In order to be allowed the inipeefion of this part of the arfenal, penniffion 
muft be'obtained from the prefiding general* 

Park of Artillery , The place in.\vhich it is kept is very handfome, enclofed by three 
fides of buildings three (lories high ; a fourth fide is to be built to complete the fquare- 
The great pile of buildings fronting the entrance, contains the artillery and its perti¬ 
nencies, fuch as carriages, &c. Id the third ftory are the tents, &c* Of the two other 
piles of building, one is fet apart for the harnefs of horfes, faddles, bridles, &c ; the 
other ferves for work (hops.* In the court are kept balls, bombs, mortars, and cannon 
without carriages* The number of cannon was inconfidentble, the whole of the batter¬ 
ing train being left in Finland, Each batallion has one fix-pounder and two three- 
pounders when they take the field, with four men on horfeback to each fix-pounder, 
and two to each piece of three pounds. The men do not dlfmount When the cannon is 
fired, but merely open from before its mouth. The quantity of powder ufed is always 
equal to half the weight of the ball; this however is well tmderftood to be more than 
fufllcient, its ftrength being fuch as to make three eighths enough j It coils the King 
10 rix- dollars the cwL The mufquets, five rix-dollars 16 (killings. There are three 
manufactures of them, Norkiocupiog,Nor£elje, and Sceoderliamn, to the north of Gefle* 
We law in the court a Polifh cannon of brafs, terminating in a fqttare, it appears to 
have burft, and been tied together with cords- The workman/hip of it is lingular; it 
is not ufed. There are twelve companies of artillery at Stockholm, confining of nine 
hundred and fixtymen; they are difperfed over the town iu fuch manner, that the of* 
ficers are not obliged to have a genera! review of them more than once a month* There 
are eight artillerymen to each tent, but no more than fix foot foldiers, however their 
tents are fin a Her* In order to fee the park, you muft get allowance from General Sin* 
clair , the commanding officer* * 

Prifotts . Thefe are three in number: that which we faw in the north fubur^s is 
fmali ; it is very near the large afylum for orphans. The crown allows two (killings 
daily for the maintenance of each prifoner. The prifons are built of brick* and are 
vaulted* We faiv fome men who had fetters on their legs, but this was not for ptmifh- 
meat but foeurity *s fake ; they take an airing twice daily. Their rooms are very neat, 
we entered all of them, and particularly one in which were two men under capital 
charges for murder and forgery, one of whom had already been fentenced ; their coun¬ 
tenance was tranquil, notwfthftanding their apartment was the condemned hold. The 
whole guard confifted of a baggage-mailer and two foldiers *. Thefi: prifons have not 
that (hocking appearance which prifons alnioft generally have, 1 he great eft puni foment 

* 

m t^pon this oecafion, we could but rdk& on the difference of national characters. In France, a prifnn 
no better guarded, would inllamly be broke; with us both m internal and external guard are necef- 
fary, locks, and ilout gratings. In fpite even of thefe precautions, how frequent are attempts to 

efoape, and how often do they iucceed i This Is not the only opportunity afforded us of making ftmilar 
re ike Hons. 

in 
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Jn the prtfoti, is keeping the offender on bread and water, but this is neverfor ag eat 
fnace of time than eight and twenty days, as it has been proved, that in fo cold a ch- 
rliate there would be danger of culprits peri/hitig in cafe of longer abftmence from 
fubftantial food, a matter more neceikiry in the North, than in warm, or even tempera e 

climates. 

Chap. VII.— Hofpitals and Mad-Hou/es. 

THE hofpital or lazaretto at Kongfhohi, is capable of containing One hiuidred and hfty 
fick forty-fix of which are maintained gratmtouffy ; the reft pay two iix-dollars per 
month and fix if they-have an apartment to themfelves; when we few it it contained 
no more than forty-nine patients ; they always deep by themfelves. 1 he funds of the 
hofpital are no more than 40,000 rix-dollars Rikfem * ; the _fick on their entrance are 
dothed in the linen and drefs of the hofpital, their own being reftored to them upon 
their departure; their linen is changed every week, and ofteaer if it be necLflary. 
There £ a principal phyfician, who is at the fame time direftor, afecond p.iyfician and 
commonly three filrgeons; if more be neceflary, the affiflance of the young Undents is- 
called for who attend the hofpital for inflruftion. i he anatonnpal theatie is at Rfdder- 
holm a«d the fthool of forgery i„ the Sooth; thus do theft efhtbhlhmenftforai pro- 
cifely a triangle, which appears to us a poor contrivance. I he internal maladies, which 
are Lfl common, arc inflammatory fevers; there are many cafes of-the venereal dd- 
cafe, and hemorrhoidal fiftulas: thole with the venereal dffe# are b^ow m 

a fpecies of cells, the men fcarcely feparated from the women ; fahvation is ftill very 
frequently ufed here. The meat in the hofpital is good, the bread tolerable every 
thing very decent, and nothing Further; the ufe of ventilators, other han Ians, is 
unknown to them there is at the door a box, in which it is cu(tomary to drop fame 

m °LyJn?-m hofpHal This is fituated nigh the north fquare, in a P«vate houfe; it is an 
eftabliffiment on a very frnall fcale, which has yet its ufes, anti whieh^ 
caufe of a larger mfiitution of the fort being one day founded ; indeed many Swedes at 
Stockholm are ignorant of its exiftence ; and fo little accuftomed are the attendants o 
the vifits of foreigners, that we were obliged to negociate a long time before we cou d 
gain admittance, they conceiving that we wilhed to throw ridicule on the mfiitution. 
The efiablifliment confifts of eighteen beds for gratuitous patients m three chambers, and 
two for women Unwilling to be known, and who are not fufteredto be leen. l hcfe 
latter pay for their beds 4 rix-dollars per month, and maintain themfelves 1 he King 
pays < copper dollars daily for each woman who comes to lye-m here; but this only 
for nine days, at the termination of which (he mull leave the hofpital, unlefs (lie be too 
weak, in which cafe (lie is kept till (he recovers ftrength. In this houfe there are born 
yearly from three to four hundred children. Ihe bedfieads are ot iron, with a fmall 
one at hand for the infant, two feet and a half long by eighteen inches wide, covered 
with the fame fheets and blankets as the larger. If a nurfe be wanting, (he is engaged 
at an office for this purpofe. There is only one midwife in the houfe, whole falary is 
ro rix-dollars: the country women come hither to pra&ife, and pay for entrance two 
rix-dollars 20 (killings to the College of Phyfic, remain there for three months at their 
own expence, and on their departure pay for their diploma a nx-dollar and a half. 
The profefior gives two leffons weekly, and the provoft private leffons, which the wo- 


* Notes which to fo about 12 per cent, in change againft fpccie. 
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jjien pay for according to agreement and their feveral capacities. The lying-in women 
have three meals a-day. This ellablilhment fome years ago was on the firft ftory; it is 
now kept on the ground-floor, which is not fo well, as it is more liable to damp, the ef¬ 
fects of which, indeed, we were able to diftinguifli. 

Spinhaits. A houfe of correftion : at the time we faw it, it contained one hundred 
and eighty-feven women, more than forty of which were Fins, and twenty-two men, 
chiefly children or lame perfons. Moll of thefe women were confined for theft, feveral 
for more heinous offences, the tnofl common of which is child murder ; in fuch cafe 
their imprifonment i§ perpetual; the unfortunate wretches guilty of this crime are not 
allowed admifiion into the court, but to make amends their lodgings are better and more 
clean than the others: qn Chriftmas-day they are treated with fiddles at the King’s 
expence, which is the only recreation they enjoy throughout the year. Every one 
■without exception is obliged to fpin two pounds and a half of wool per day on account 
of the houfe. The crown allows two {killings * per day for their food; fuch as are con¬ 
fined for fix years, or longer, or for life, are clothed in blue every three years; the 
others wear their cloaths as long as they will hang together. No perfon can be con¬ 
fined here without an order from the high governor or the police, when an arrange¬ 
ment is made with the company of directors refpefting the manner in which the party 
is to be treated. The women lay two together, except when ill; in which cafe they are 
kept by themfelves in a feparate building; men, women, and children together; the 
beds are all on one fide of the apartment, and the fink on the other, near the windows, 
which in fome degree contributes to the bad fmell; the beds are bad. There are but 
three men to guard this houfe; in order to reach it you pafs a fmall lake, which com¬ 
municates with the larger one, over abridge, whence you have a charming flant view 
of the city. The chapel belonging to the houfe is a tolerably handfome building; the 
foundry of Mr. Afpiund, which we fhall deferibe, is oppofite. 

Dannwiken. A mad-houfe is fuuated in a pleafant pofitiori on the fea-fliore, towards 
the fouth; it contained, when we were there, fifty-two perfons; more women than 
men. On placing a madman in this houfe, you pay a plotte f weekly. On one fide of 
this building is a houfe capable of receiving a hundred perfons, men as well as women; 
upon payment of 50 rix-dollarsj, a man rendered incapable of work, or an idiot, is ad¬ 
mitted and maintained for life; an old man paftlabour is received there for 16 rix- 
dollars, and occafionally for nothing. In the morning they have a pound of bread, 
beer, feup, and meat. In the evening bread and gruel with milk. From this houfe 
there is a charming profpeft of the fea. 

Widows of citizens. The afylum for citizens' widows is the moll remarkable of any 
of this defeription at'Stockholm; it is imitated no where to our knowledge, however 
deferving of imitation; you enter by an iron gate from the ftreet into a fmall court, 
almofl: fquare, with a raifed footway: it contains fixty two women, which number is 
never exceeded; upon a vacancy occurring, whether by death, or inheritance of pro¬ 
perty, thofe who replace fuch as go out, enter either at Eafter or in October. Mailers 
in different trades and profeilions pay annually a certain fum, and their widows alone are 
admitted; it isrequifite they fliould be fifty years of age; on their admifiion they may 
bring with them whatever they will for the encreafe of their comfort and accommoda¬ 
tion, but at their death, whatever they bring belongs to the houfe. They are obliged 
to clothe themfelves and bring furniture for their bed ; they pay nothing on entrance', 
have three meals a-day, two plates at dinner 1 , and as many at flipper. They each have 

• About two-pence halfpenny tlevling. f is. ;d-fteiling. f About.izUflerlmg. 
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a bed to therafelves; the rooms are very decent, and. the widows appeared to us well 
contented with their lot and the treatment of the houfe, a peculiarity we never met with 
any where but in this eftablilhment j they have four large wafties annually; they are not 
feparated in cafe of ficknefs, except when contagious. The afylum has ten admi- 
nilbrators, whofe fun&ions are for life; they are either merchants or opulent tradef- 
men. 

Afylum for the orphans of frec-mafons, near the north place fquare. This has been 
founded about thirty years; occafionally it has contained five hundred children, and 
fometimes more ; when we faw it there were no more than four hundred and ninety, 
fifty-five of which only in the houfe itfelr, the reft being in the efiuntry : thofe in the 
houfe are at an expence of three copper dollars a week, and are cloathed twice in the 
year; ordinarily they quit the afylum at twelve years of age, and are bound to trades. 
Before the war the children w'ere admitted gratis, but now (inconfequence of the addi¬ 
tional charge it has occafioned) 25 rix-dollars are paid on entrance. Children of both 
fexes are received, but mult not be more than one year old. They are diftinguilhed by 
marks the fame as in Foundling hofpitals. They lay two together; their bedfteads are 
of wood. The only employment taught in this houfe is to knit tricotu : the chambers 
are neat; the children have a change of linen once a week, the Ihirt they fleep in being 
different to that they wear by day : in feveral rooms there was a difagreeable fmell, not- 
withHanding they had ventilators, their number being too final!. The-children have 
four meals per day, two plates at dinner: they are allowed as much beer as they can 
drink, and have no fait meats. The houfe is but one ftory high, and has a very pretty 
court in front. In the fchool room are lifts of donations. This houfe has nine di¬ 
rectors, named by the auxiliary lodge of St. John, the mod ancient in the couutry; 
that is to fay they felect one out of three perfons recommended by the other directors. 
The expence of this eftablilhment is annually from 7 to 8,ooo rix-dollars. Formerly 
there was an arrangement between this and the grand afylum for orphans, hereafter to 
be mentioned, which was ufed to fend to the other the children it knew not what to do 
with, as poffelfing greater facility of difpofjng of them. 

The grand afylum for orphans. This is fituated in Oueen direct, has a large court, 
furrounded by irregular buildings. It maintains two thoufand two hundred children, 
of which forty to fifty and not more than eighty are in the houfe. They are received 
at every period of age, without regard to whence they come : for urgent cafes there is 
a wet-mtrfe or two; otherwife they are carried to the office, .where the children are put 
out to them at the rate of fix copper dollars per month. Such as are kept in the houfe 
are equally well attended, and furnifhed with food in addition to the breall. The chil¬ 
dren do not remain above twelve months with the nurfe, after which they are placed 
with farmers in the country at fix rix-dollars per annum : this arrangement is followed 
with one thoufand of the children, the other one thoufand two hundred are placed in 
houfes in the city, at fix rix-dollars per annum : the utmoft oeconomy is ufed. Great 
numbers remain with their relations, who on account of their being poor receive half 
a rix-dollar monthly. When the children are firft fent to farmers in the country they 
are cloathed, but this only once : they are not maintained at the expence of the efta- 
bliflinient after they become fourteen years of age. The farmers may however, if they 
pleafe, keep them until eighteen, but they no longer are paid the fix rix-dollars ; all 
they obtain is an exemption for three years, that is from their becoming fifteen to eigh¬ 
teen, from the impott they would have to pay for them ; and an obligation on the part 
of the children to remain fo long with them. The farmers are overlooked to fee that 
they take proper care of the'children, who have a mark given them which their parents 
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arc obliged to bring back in cafe of death. If this mark fhould be loft on vififing the 
child, he is erafed from the lift, and the parents no longer receive the fix rix-douars. 
On one fide of mark is a No. in Roman characters ; on the reverfe a crown : it is a 
final! piece of lead, like a flug, which cannot be fpoiled blit by cutting. The funds of 
thisinftitution are, i. three thoufand tons of wheat, furnifhed by the crown, equivalent, 
commtinibm anttis, to 9,000 rix-dollars. 2. By legacies of individuals, and oeconomy, a 
capital has been raifed of from 50 to 60,000 rix-dollars. 3. The College of Juflice, 
which receives in depofit the property of the miners, paying no more than per cent., 
and making a far greater profit, is obliged to pay over to this inftitution a proportion of 
its fupplies, which feldom amounts to lefs than 3000 dollars per annum. AH thefe, ad- 
deed to voluntary contributions, form an annual revenue of about 20,000 rix-dollars. 
TheKing has delegated the fuperintendance of this eftablilhmeiit to the High Governor of 
Stockholm, who appoints three councillors of the city as direftors. The have no ho¬ 
norary managers. 

The Hofpital of Sabbaljbcrg, at Kongfliolm, near to mineral waters for poor and in¬ 
firm old women, is in a Hate of great negleft. 

It will be feen that fomething further is defirable on all thefe eftabliflnnents; but it 
is well known that good is done but by flow degrees ; there has been great improve¬ 
ments of late years, and every thing tends to fatisfy the mind that objects of luch im¬ 
portance will not continue disregarded: the poverty of the country is in oppofition to 
a rapid progrefs, or at leaft one fo rapid as humanity requires j and if the government 
does all it can, no one can complain. 

Chap. VIII.— Manufactories and Manufactures. — Merchants. — Workmen. 

Swedifli manufactures are yet very wide of perfection; the workmen are negligent, 
idle, and void of emulation; they l'ometimes begin their week’s labour on Wednefday, 
and never before Tuefday, or if they go to their workfhops, it is but to Il'eep over yes¬ 
terday's debauch. This, however, does not prevent their infilling on high wages ; the 
more they gain, the more they drink, and the want of money alone can make them re¬ 
fume their occupation. 

Glafs Houfc. The glafs-houfe is fituated at Kongfliolm, and belongs to a fubfeription; it 
is under the direction of Mr.Lindblom: glafs ware of all descriptions is made here, drink¬ 
ing glares, decanters, and fome few bottles. The pot-afh is produced in Scania, the 
flint is from Pomerania (it is 16 fkillings the ton); the mineral fait from Tripoli; the 
Soda from Spain. The glafs is fold by weight; the cleared at 16 fkillings per pound. 
The onlv wood ufed in the furnace is pine and fir, which coft from one to two rix-dol¬ 
lars the cord, according as the winter may happen to be for cold : its annual confump- 
tion is fix hundred cords; this meaiure is fix feet broad, as many deep, and only three 
feet long, which is the length of the billets. This manufactory has but one furnace in 
conflant work; it lafts at mod but two or three years : within it is con (trusted of hewn 
ftone, from the ifland of (Eland, which tends to faVe the wood, without, it is cafed 
with brick, and colts for its conftruction about 200 rix dollars. It requires three or 
four days to heat it; nine hours, at three expofures, to calcine flint, which, at each fe- 
veral time of its being withdrawn, is plunged into cold water. It takes five or fix days 
to melt the white glafs in the furnace; other glafs lefs time according to its having more 
or lefs colour. It requires three hours to liquify the foda. The clay of which the moulds 
are made comes from Cologne': it is half burned, and hall unburned, mixed; thefe 
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moulds will hill for four, five, nay even fix months. The price at prefent is from five 
to fix ikillings the piece, of fifteen pounds weight; each furnace has fix moulds, one 
at each opening : they are twenty-five inches in diameter, fixteen deep, and two and a 
half thick : they require to dry for a year in the open air, and afterwards for fome days 
in an oven'before they can be ufed. The ftoncs with which theglafs is poliflied, comes 
from the ill and of Gothland, and fometimes from Dalecarlia. 1 he number of work¬ 
men is above thirty, lo many being employed on drinking-glafles ; their pay is eight 
[killings per day. The annual amount of fide of its manufadured articles, is from 50 
to 60,000 rix-dollars. 

Foundry of Mr. Afplund. This foundry is fituated oppofire to the Spinbaus, on the 
other fide of the lake, it is very handfome, and very compleat. Mr. Afplund engages 
■to execute any orders committed to his care. He makes uleof no other iron than iuch 
as has been once before call. The furnaces, of which there arc three, are of brick, 
made by the proprietor; he ufed formerly to import bricks from England; but they 
colt him a dollar per hundred nearly, and his annual confumplion was fifteen thou land. 
At prefent he has managed by grinding the bricks of which the former furnaces were 
compofed, and had been thrown afide as ufelefs, and mixing the powder with earth front 
Germany, to make very good ones, more lading than the fir ft ; by this means he is 
no longer under neceffity of importing more than about a thouftmd every three years, 
llis furnaces laft for about four moDths, melting in them two or three times a day. 
Each fufion confifts of from three to eight fchippunds of iron. The iron fufes in about 
an hour. Reworks up annually one thoufand five hundred fchippunds. None but 
mine coal from England is ufed, which cofts 9 rix-dollars, 18 (killings per laft; his an¬ 
nual confumption is two hundred laft. When the objed to be caft is of fmall fize, the 
metal in fufion is carried in ladles to the moulds; when-of confiderable fize the metal 
is conducted to the mould through a hole made in the furnace. When pans or other 
articles are call, they are fmoothed, and the work is finifhed. If there ftiould chance to 
fie a hole or any confiderable defed in the work, it is then broken, A hollow column 
of iron, thirty-four feet high, without the bate or capital, an inch and a half thick, would 
eoft 10 rix-dollars the fchippund, and would weigh 1 15 fchippunds; a Corinthian ca¬ 
pital would coft two hundred rix-dollars, the whole one thoufand three hundred and fifty 
rix-dollars. Mr. Afplund has commenced a manufadure of fteel, on which he already 
employs more than a fcore of workmen. We faw fome very pretty buttons there, ot 
much better polilh than thofe of the mannfadure of Elvius, but he is refolved on felling 
none until he (hall have a confiderable aflortment finifiied. Sixty men, altogether, are 
employed in this manufadory, (exclufive of thofe in the fteel works,) forty of which, 
or thereabout, are at the furnace; according to the work they do, they earn from 16 
to 20, and even 30 Ikillings a day, at leaft four copper dollars. 

Mr. Ekermem , a niafter weaver at Konglholm, has difeovered, he fays, the fecret of 
twilling and (pinning, at the fame time, thread and filk together, which renders the 
whole not only Itronger, hut the operation much more eafy : he readily (hewed us the 
work itfelf, but not the machinery he employed ; and in order that none may difeover 
it, he employs no workmen; after this the public muft form what opinion it pleafes of 
the merit of the difeovery. 

The fteebworks are in the north fuburbs, and belong to Mr. Elvius. This is a new 
eftablifhment, at which but little is manufadured of much importance. The fituation 
even is bad enough, and ought to be changed. The proprietor complains greatly of his 
work people, who, fo foon as they get a little money, never come back again until the 
whole is expended ; and after acquiring a little information, they feel dzfp >fed to leave 
6| him. 
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him* expecting to get more with feme other matter: they are paid by the talk* At this 
manufactory we met with neither hand feme workmanfhip nor magazine; much is 
yet to be done ere it become of any confidenuion. However Mr. Elvius has a fund of 
hope. 

The fo called Porcelaine manufactory^ is a very indifferent manufactory of ware* find- 
Jar to that called Dcif, and fituated at Kongfholm* The warehoufe makes a very pretty 
figure indeed: a complete fervice for a dozen, in this ware, in the Englifh take colts 
from 30 to 40 rix-dollars. The manufactory occupies a considerable extent: part of 
the clay comes from Upfal, and feveral pieces even receive their firll burning there; 
they ufe Itkewife clay brought from France and England. The number of workmen 
employed is twenty-four* feven of which are painters* and four turners. 

Cloth marnfadtory* We faw that of Mr. Hebhi adjoining the Dannwikau This is 
not the moil confiderable* Mr. Parkins having more than forty looms* Mr. Hebbe no 
more than thirteen; each of which produces annually fixteen pieces of cloth, from 
eighty to ninety ells in length. The deareft cloth they manufacture is blue ; it cofis 3 
dollars the ell; fine cloth, in other colours* from 2 dollars, 15 {killings, to 8 plotts ; 
common doth from 4I plotts to 7; doped woollen cloth from /§ plotts to 8 ; foldiers 
cloth 40 to 42 {killings : the credit three months. In every manufactory there is a cer¬ 
tain number of looms ufed for making of cloth for the troops on account of the crown: 
the cloth is dyed on the premifes. Thofe employed in winding and twilling in the 
manufactory earn atmofl but 5 or 6 plotts in a week, working very hard: the fpinners 
earn a great deal, in gaining aplott. All hands counted, three hundred perfons find em¬ 
ployment here. The fine cloths are fometimes eleven quarters wide, but the common 
breadth is nine quarters* The wool is imported from Poland and Holland ; it cofis 
five dollars the lifpund, and lofes 15 per cent, in waflitng. Spanifh wool, according to 
the current price, (1791,) cofis from 22 to 24 copper-dollars, and lofes 16 to 20 per 
cent, on account of its being more carefully waflied* The wool of the country is at 
24, 28* and 32 lkillings. 

Manufactory of Colours, For a long time the Englifh carried on a confiderable traf¬ 
fic for moffes, at Gottenburgh, produced in abundance in that part of Sweden : people 
were at a lofs to know what ufe they could be put to ; at length it was difcovered, that 
they extracted from them colours for dyeing: the Count de Ruuth, then minilter of 
finance* refolved on fupplanting the Englifh in this commerce, and enriching his own 
country by the acquifition : he in confequence induced the King to make experiments* 
which ended in the foundation of the eftablifhment in queftion* entirely upon the royal 
account. The greateff part of the mofs called lichen Tartarem , comes from Marfirand 
and its environs : when dry, it is put under a large wheel with ftone edges, after hav¬ 
ing been ground by it i.ito tolerably final! duff* it is thrown into large wooden tubs, 
with lime, urine, and other ingredients which remain a fecret* The mixture remains 
in thefe for fix months* during which it is fiirred every day ; by degrees it thickens, 
the watery particles evaporate* and it becomes at fir ft thick as mud* and afterwards of 
the confidence of the marie of grapes; as foon as arrived to this date, it is cut into 
finall pieces* and expofed to dry in a large covered apartment. When dried and har¬ 
dened, it is pounded in mortars* reduced to a very fine powder, and packed in cafks* 
It is not intended that the fale of it {hall begin until 150*000 pounds weight fhal! have 
been prepared. It is reckoned, it will obtain five rix-dollars 26 {killings the lifpund 
(eighteen and a half poun Is Engliih). A number of experiments have been made with 
it on woollen cloths* which have perfectly fucceeded: the fineft colours yet extracted 
are a violet, a flaxen grey* (gris de lin,) and a plumb colour (prune de Monfieur). 
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This manufactory employs no more than five or fix hands. The warehoufe is very extern 
five. There are a eon fid er able number of tubs, and an immenfe flock of urine. The 
inofs is fiirred about in the tubs with large flicks, formed at the end in fhapeof an oar. 
When we faw this manufactory, permiffion from Count Ruuth was requifite ; but the 
fccret affuredly cannot long remain fuch* 

Manufactory of Silk Stockings 7 and pice of Silks , M, Maezre , a Frenchman, has 
a manufactory of filk ftockings, with but four and twenty looms: could he find work¬ 
men, he might employ more; thofe he has ought to make a pair of ftockings daily, but 
never do fo ; they are paid a plott per pair for the coarfeft ftockings, and for the fineft, 
as much as 36 IkHlings, M, Mazcre manufactures fix dozen pairs weekly : he is in 
pofieffion of two looms, newly invented in France, much, lefs complicated than others, 
and capable of making two pairs per day. One pound of filk is fufficient at leaft for 
five pair. Silk lofes from 28 to 30 per cent, in the fpinning, dyeing, &c. He imports 
his filk from different places. All the other manufactories receive theirs from Burfa y 
rnoftly through Marfeilles, whither it is brought from the Levant. The charges on it 
are five per cent, infuranee, and three per cent, freight and commiflion, in the whole 
about eight per cent, Thefe are the only filks allowed to be exported from France. 
Their cofl at Marfeilles is from 13 to 15 livres, this year, 1791, 17 livres. The filk 
employed in the manufacture of fluffs, handkerchiefs, and ribbons, is partly organized 
and partly thrown, brought for the mo ft part from Bazano, feme little from Leghorn. 
The manufacturers of gauzes employ organized and thrown filk in their black gauze, 
hot China filk alone for their coloured gauze; they receive it from Gottenburg, whither 
it is brought by the veffels of the Eaft India Company- Commonly the thrown filk of 
Bazano and Leghorn, coft at Hambro* from three and a half to four rix-dollars banco. 
The organized from four to five, and raw filk from three to four, according to quality. 
China filk cofts ufually at Stockholm from three and a half to four rix-dollars in fpeeic, 
according to the feafons abroad, and the quantity brought by the Company, In 1791, 
it coft four and a half rix-dollars. The filks which come from Hambro% are expedited 
by way of Wifmar, at an expence of five per cent* for freight, infur ance, and commit 
lion. The courfe of exchange between Stockholm and Hambro% before the creation 
of Rikfem notes, was from 44 to 47 {killings per rix-dollar banco of Hambra\ At pre¬ 
lent paying in riks gold^ it is 54 {killings and 10 per cent, agio. The duty on the im¬ 
portation of filk ftockings, is 2 1 dollars per dozen: filk (tuffs pay 12 ; per cent, all other 
filk manufactures are prohibited. If the King or his miniftersby licenfe import any of 
thefe articles, they pay 75 per 100 duty. 

The Manufadory of Afn Appelqttift* Mr. Appelquift is a fkilful mechanift, poffdTed 
of a very fine eflablifhment at Kongfholm : he manufactures in iron, ft eel, copper, and 
wood, and undertakes any orders in thefe articles that are given to him. His warehoufe 
is very handfome, and all its contents appeared to us of excellent workmanfliip. You 
might here conceive yourfelf even in an Englifh warehoufe of the firft confideratfcm: 
this ardft has travelled to England twice, and fojourned eight years in that country. 
From his warehoufe we went into his joiner's ihop, and a large apartment containing 
ten benches, a lath, and a furnace. Here it is where any delicate works in iron, fteel, 
or copper, are manufactured. On the ground floor is a forge, with eight anvils, and a 
machine for boring ^cannon : another forge with a large furnace, afted upon by three 
pair of bellows, and four anvils. The cannon foundry joins the forge. It contains 
two reverberating furnaces; in the next room there is a furnace, a lath, a large anvil, 
and two fmaller. Cannon are founded here of a new deicription, they are of two 
pftc£S; the breech of the cannon being made to take off when charged/ and put on 
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again j it is fattened by a very ftrong bar, which paflfes through a hole bored through 
the whole breadth of the piece. An iron handle ferves to work this part of the cannon 
with facility, a fingle man fufficing ; this method is however prafticable only with imall 
pieces. Nothing of any defcription has hitherto been exported from this manufactory; 
every thing is extremely dear j it employs no more than forty workmen, who earn a 
plott per diem. 

There are nine fugur ref aeries here, one of four boilers, the others of but two or 
three. 

We have before obferved that labour is very dear at Stockholmtradefraen are 
conf’equently obliged to fell in proportion. Generally fpeaking their work is well 
done, lefs fo however than in France; and oftentimes you are obliged to wait a long 
time for what you order. Frequently the workmen exact part payment in advance, 
and- afterwards fumilh their job at leifure ; this may appear a hardflnp, but it is una¬ 
voidable. They never, however, deny the receipt of the money advanced, nor was it 
ever known here that a tradefman changed the goods you have bargained for to 
fubftitute inferior, as is frequently the cafe in a (late, the neighbour of Sweden. 

In almoft all trades, the journeymen have a box to which they monthly fubfcribe a 
certain lum. From this box, when ill and unable to work, they are paid 24 fkillings 
weekly, and in cafe of death their friends receive 20 rix-dollars for their interment*. 

There were in Stockholm, in 1790, five hundred and fixty four manufactories of filk, 
cotton, wool, thread, iron, and fteel, which gave employment to eleven thoufand two 
hundred and fifty perfons, matters, and journeymen, and furnilhed goods to the value of 
1,200,000 rix-dollars. 

Chap. IX. — Different Orders of Sweden.—Ceremony of 15th February 1791. 

IN Sweden there are four orders, one of which open to civil and military characters, 
one purely military, and two to civil alone. 

Fejlival of the order of the Seraphim. On the 28th April (1791) the minifters and 
foreigners went at eleven o’clock in the morning to the apartment of the Marlhal of 
the court, to breakfaft. The matter of the ceremonies coming to inform us that we 
might attend the lever of the King, we croffed the court of the cattle with the diplo¬ 
matic body, without any attention to ceremony. We patted through two ranks of fid¬ 
dlers on carpeting, to the ftaircafe which leads to His Majetty’s chamber. As we en* 
tered the room, we were ft ruck by the various ceremonial dreffes worn on that day; 
each order wearing one peculiar to itfelf: the Swedes prefent not belonging to any of 
the orders, were either full dreft, or in uniform; of the latter but few. The drefs of 
the Order of the Seraphim is white with black ftripes, the flioes black and white, a round 
hat, covered with a white plume of feathers. (The King alone was dreft in cloth of 
filver.) The drefs of the Order of the Sword is of fky-blue, and differs immaterially 
from the court drefs, which is ftriped with white filk. The drefs of the Order of the 
Polar Star is crimfon, with white ftripes. All the dreffes are fliaped after the national 
cut, and their diverfity has a fingular and very pleafing effeCt; the blue colour alone 

* Is it not ridiculous that co rix-dollars ffioulcl be expended for the burial of a workman ; would not 
this fum be infinitely better difpofed of if given to his family ? The Swedes indeed are bigottedto fplendil 
funerals, and every one muft have his whim ! Nothing can be imagined more curious than their coffin 
ft ops; feme of them are gilt, feme carved or painted ; a fpeftator in one of thefe, would, in ihort, conceive 
Aimfelf rather in a furniture warehoufe than an undertaker’s ftop. 
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being rather too gay for the Commanders and Grand Crofles of the Sword, who can¬ 
not be young people. The coat, waiftcoat, breeches, and cloak, are feverally of the 
fame colour in each of the orders: all the knights wear white ftockings, with white 
rofes in their fhoes. The Prince Royal alone wore, a coat of cloth of gold, on account 
of his not having yet been invefted with the Sword. The levee being ended, we re¬ 
paired to a gallery in the chapel, let apart for minilters and foreigners who had been 
prefented at court. The King entered in all the luxury of royal pomp, announced by 
mafic, and feated himfelf in a filver chair, beneath a canopy fronting the church. (This 
ceremony ought to have taken place in the church of Redderholm, but the King pre¬ 
fers the chapel of the cable, as being more near and more convenient.) O11 the left, 
beneath a canopy, were three chairs with the arms of the limp refs, the King of Prufiia, 
and King of Denmark: on one fide upon a turning, chairs of a fmaller fize for princes 
of royal blood, not yet fovereigns. On the right and left of the King, were His Ma- 
jefty’s two brothers, with their officers behind them, and an officer belonging to the 
guards; the other Knights were afterwards placed on the right and left according to 
their anceftry, each feated on a cufbion of crimfon velvet, and bearing above his arms. 
In the middle of the choir, the four novices to be inffalled awaited the ceremony, feated 
onraifed benches, each between two Knights who were to ferve for theirfponlors ; on 
a line fronting the altar, were the Knights of the other orders with their heralds at arms, 
the drefs of whom is abfolutely the fame as that of the heralds of France, with the ex¬ 
ception of crowns inftead of fleurs de lys. Service being finifhed (a ceremony, which, 
thanks to the fermon of the Bifliop of Wefteros, Grand Almoner of the order, was of 
iufficient duration), the three grand officers approached the altar to receive the cordons 
laid on cull lions, as well as the book which contains the form of oath to be taken on 
the occafion. One of the Knights then rofe for the fword of the kingdom, and placed 
himfelf by the fide of the King, holding it drawn. It is cuftomary for the Chancellor 
of the order to make a fpeech, in which he exprefles the motives which have induced 
the King to grant the Order of the Seraphim to fuch and fuch Knights j as His Majefty 
himfelf executed .the funftion of Chancellor, he put on his hat and made a fpeech of 
nearly half an hour’s duration. The four Knights in Railed, were General Platen , 
Baron Annfeldt, Count Munok , and Count Oxen/liern; the two latter fill civil appoint¬ 
ments ; the two former general officers diftinguifhed themfelves in the late war, which 
Plis Majefty did not fail, in his addrefs, to notice with his ufual grace. 

The four new Knights knelt and took the oath, they were then admitted one after 
the other. The King ties the chain of the order round the neck, and afterwards ftrikes 
the novice three times on the fhoulder with the flat part of the fword, then drawing oft 
his glove, prerents his hand to be killed. The Knight then embraces every fellow 
Knight in fucceflion, and after embracing the Princes of the blood, kifles their hand : 
he is conftantly attended by his iponfors. The King withdrew with the fame parade 
he entered, and dined in public with the Knights of the order, who, during the whole 
of dinner, remained covered. The carving fquire alone ferved all round the table. In 
the evening a court is held ; the Knights of the Seraphim on this occafion wear a crim¬ 
fon ccat with gold facings, and two fimilar ftripes at the two corners of their cloak. 
After cards, a grand fupper was given : except on this occafion, we never faw the two 
princes of the blood royal at the fame table with His Majefty in public. The Knights 
of this order, if of the military profeflion, wear as well the crofs of the Order of the 
Sword, and of the Polar Star, if in civil life. The number of them is twenty-four, 
exclufive of the King, the Swedifli and foreign Princes, The infignia are a large bright 
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blue-(hot ribbon, fattened from the right ttioulder to the left fide, and a filver plate on 
the left fide, on which is engraven, 1 IIS. with a crofs above, furrounded by the three 
crowns of .Sweden. The chain is formed of croil'es and heads of cherubims alternately. 
The Knights admitted wear the plate without the ribbon until the period of their 
inftallation. 

The Order of the Sivord. This order confined to the military alone, is divided into 
three claffes, exactly in the fame manner as was the order of St. Louis in France: the 
ribbon is yellow, edged with blue, and is worn from right to left; the plate on the left 
fide is of gold. The crofs reprefents on one fide the arms of Sweden, and in the midft 
a fvvord upright. On the reverfe, a fword run through a crown of laurel, with thefe 
words. Pro Patria. The reigning Sovereign has inftituted a fourth clafs, to which 
none are admitted but in the time of war ; it requiring the companion propofed fhould 
firft have gained a victory' either by lea or land as commander in chief. The King 
himfelf could not obtain this diftinCtkm but by the fuflrage of the army, and Gufta- 
vus III. was unwilling to aflume this honourable order before the third campaign, al¬ 
though he had well deferved it previoufly ; he flood in the lift for reception only ac¬ 
cording to the date of his pretenfions. This order is worn, (by fuch as have no other 
than the fmall crofs, and wear it in its place,) en fautoir , on the neck. Thofe who are 
decorated with the large ribbon, wear a fmall filver fword on the left fide, fuch as wear 
the plate, have two filver fwords below, crolfed. The cafe is the fame with the Knights 
of the Seraphim, who moreover wear the cordon crofled at the neck : the number of 
Knights of this order is not limited for either of the clafles. 

Order of the Polijh Star. This is a civil order, defigned for the reward of minifters, 
ambaffadors, and other perfons employed by the government. It is divided into two 
clafles. Commanders and Knights; the former wear a grand white crofs on the breaft, 
faftened to a black ribbon, and a ftar embroidered with filver on the left fide. The 
Knights have only the fmall crofs, faftened with a black ribbon to the button hole: the 
number of the order is unlimited. 

Order of Vafa. This was eftabliftted in 1772, by Guftavus III. It is. intended as a 
diftinction for fkilful arlifts, merchants of merit, and perfons employed in mining, ma¬ 
nufactories, &c. The Knights wear a golden flieaf, (the arms of Guftavus Vafa,) fuf- 
pended from the neck with a green ribbon, of that colour to fpecify that this honour is 
fpecially intended for the encouragement of agriculture. The Grand Crofles, which 
are four in number, and the eight Commanders, wear a large green ribbon from right 
to left, and the plate on the left fide, or the ribbon by itfelf. The Marquis de Mira- 
beau was made a Grand Crofs at the firft inftitution of the order, and was not replaced 
until 1791. The two firft clafles are obtained at once, without palling from the third, 
of which latter clafs, few are promoted to the others. 

Ceremony of the 13th February , 1791. In commemoration of the two victories of 
Fredericfhamm and Svenkund, on the 15th May and 9th June, 1790, the King ordered 
a medal to be {truck, defcribing the number of {hips taken from the enemy in thefe 
two engagements, in order to decorate therewith the officers who were prefent. The 
fuperior officers (of the ftaff) wear it fufpended from the neck, as well as the King's 
aides de camp: the other officers, of a fmaller fize, at their button hole; each faftened 
to a gold chain. In order to make this ceremony the more fplendid, the King., in the 
uniform of the navy, (blue waiftcoat and breeches,) entered the chapel with the fame 
train as follows him on the mod folemn occafions. He feated himfelf in a filver chair, 
raifed to fome height upon a number of fteps ; befide him was the ftandard, or rather* 
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the royal flag, the fame he had on board his {loop during the aftion *. After 
a fermon preached by the Rifbop of Vcxioeu the grand almoner. His Majefty advanced 
towards the altar, and turning to the officers fatted on benches at the right and left, 
addrcffed them for the (pace of a quarter of an hour nearly, (We ufed our belt en¬ 
deavours, but fruitlefsly, to procure his fpeeeh, the King informing us that he had made 
many, and that as he could not call to mind his exa£t words, it would not be publifhed. 
It was given in the in oft graceful manner, with fuch a feduCbve tone of voice as caufed 
us, from being fpeftators of tile fenfations it excited, to be greatly anxious to have a 
copy,) Two perfons having brought the medals to the King, His Maje.ty took one 
and decorated hirnfelf therewith; afterwards the names of the officers were read, for 
whom any of them were intended, whether abfent or prefent: fuen as were prelent, 
knelt before the King and killed his hand, His Majefty faftening the chain on which the 
medal was fufpended, about the necks ot the officers of the ftaft, and giving it funply 
into the hands of the others. The medal is of gold, in form ot a buckler, and on the 
reverfe is inferibed the number ot veflels taken at Fredericlhamm and Svenkfund, or at 
the one or the other only, according to which battles the party to whom they were given 
had been prefent, on the other fide is a winged woman, (landing on the prow of a gal¬ 
ley, with both arms extended, holding crowns- Notwithflanding the length 01 this 
ceremony, which lafted more than three hours, the King preferved the fame dignified 
and affable manner throughout, without once teftifying the leaft fign oi fatigue, or defire 
of abridging his duty ; he faluted each of the officers who came to receive medals, in 
the moft polite and nobly eafy manner, yet was it not difficult to diftinguiffi by his more 
or lefs affectionate fqueeze of their hands, thofe who moft particularly enjoyed his con¬ 
fidence and efteem. Many officers received the medal, who really appeared mere boys, 
which gave additional intereft to the ceremony, and made the ftronger imprellion on 
the minds of the fpedrators, at leaft if we are to judge from our own fenfations. How 
much is fuch a ceremony as this fuperior to thole imitations in practice in all countries, 
when the fovereign, coldly diftributing ribbons or croffes, (which moft commonly are 
but fo many tokens of the old age of the perfon honoured,) if they be the reward of 
brilliant actions, is occafionally ignorant where they occurred ! Here we fee a monarch 
recompenfmg h,is brave fubjefts, fubjefts who have ferved their country befoie a mo* 
narefris eyes, open to appreciate their merit, and who in his diftribution of^ inlignia, 
begins with inverting himfelf with the medaft in earning which, he bore with them a 
part. The King conftantly wears, and even takes pride in difplaying it, fattened to a 
gold chain of exquifite workmanffiip, made at Stockholm- Ihe officers decorated with 
the medal, are obliged to wear it conftantly- ' # . 

Here it may not be amifs to fay fomething of this multitude of orders which exift m 

the ftates of the North : they are condemned by fome, but have our approbation- It 

is a very fortunate thing for a poor country, that a few ribbons, a few plates properly 

diftributed, fhould fatisfy thofe who have well deferved of their country, and whofe fer- 

vices it would otherwife embarrafs much the government to reward- We {hall further 

add, that orders and honorary employments excite greater emulation than pecuniary 

oifts- It would be ftill better doubtlek if the man who has real claims to the gratitude 
£} * 

* A ftmliar flag in one of the a&ions during this war, was faved by fome Swcdlfh Tailors, who rather 
chofe to throw it overboard than fuller it to be taken by the Ruffians. Tbefe latter did not aft in the 
fame manner with refpeft to that of their admiral, or rather let us fay , the imperial colours entruffid to the 
spriuce of Naflau, with hopes of fuecela but rafhly formed* .if we be allowed to judge from the rcfult* 

of 
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of his fellow citizens, were content with an oaken crown and a public infeription : He 
has well defirved of his country: but man in the prefent age is far from this noble fim- 
plicitv, he">s governed by prejudices of too ttrong afcendancy, not to look upon this as 
ail ideal payment for his labours. Until the untverfe become enlightened by that great 
people which has declared itfelf the light and pattern of the world ; until philofophy 
ihall have extended its beneficent influence to all daffes of fociety, people oi the North 
and South, whofe fervices are repaid by ribbons, and erodes, preferve them, blefe them, 
know that man in a favage ftate is not unacquainted with orders ; for Captain Wilfon 
met with an Order of the Eohc in the Pelew iilands. Inlenlate as we are, we feek to 
carry back, man in a pofilhed ftate beyond the finiplicity of natural man. Let us forego 
the vanity of being more wife than nature, nor drive to furpafs, content with imitating - 
her in her works. Alas! how far are we from this L 


Chap. H.—Cajlles of the King. — Drottningholm.—The Environs of Stockholm. 

HIS Maiefty has fome chateaux in the neighbourhood of Stockholm, and two others 
fome miles diftant thence, which we fhall notice, GripJholm and Siromjhoim. Drottning* 
holm (or Queen’s illand) is one mite from Stockholm, in an ifland oi lake Mceler: this 
is the molt elegant of all the royal houfes, and on every account deferves particular in- 
IpeSion. The cattle is on the border of the lake, which has from this fpor a molt 
fuperb appearance \ the fituation in fummer is delightful, and its gardens, which are 
extenfive, are at the back. It has an impofing appearance: each of its two facades , 
which are regular, has one and thirty windows, without including two round pavillions 
at the ends. Near it are a number of other buildings, capable of houfing a hundred 
and feventy gentlemen. The princes and princeffes have feparate pavillions contiguous 
to the cattle. The front next the lake has a grand flight of Heps with a baiuftrade, on 
which are placed a number of flower-pots made of iron. It has four open arcades, the 
middle ones ferving for entrances: on a fort of platform between the cattle and the 
flight of Heps, are two fmall ftatues in bronze; between the ftepsand the lake, a Nep- 
tune of the fame. Qfi the top of the Heps, two marble lions holding fliields ? upon the 
different fteps a number of marble ftatues. On the oppofite fide next the caftle, there 
is a terrace along the whole fronts ornamented with a baiuftrade and two ftatues in 
bronze j a large grafs plot planted with yew^ and feveral finall bafons in but indifteienc 
order. In the middle is a large bafon, with an Hercules cruihing the hydra, and feveral 
figures grouped around, all in bronze. By the fide of the bafon are two fmall figures 
in bronze. As you defeend from the middle of the terrace, you fee four large vafes 
and four ftatues of the fame metal, two of which natural as life. At each extremity of 
the terrace is an iron gate, over one of them is two Hons, and on the fide two figures 
holding cyphers, fmaller than life « on the other are two horfes, finaller than the natiual 
fize, the whole in bronze. The ftatues, as well as every thing in bronze, were taken 
at Prague; on one of thefe vafes is ftill to be feen the cypher of the Emperor Ferdi¬ 
nand. ° Thefe pieces are in the ftyle of the Tufcan fchool, one in which a number of 
Germans ftudied at that time. 

The Interior* As you enter the caftle from the garden fide, yon have on the left two 
antichambers; in the fecond is the representation in a picture of a Laplander in his 
fledge, drawn by a reindeer. A cabinet in which are fome paintings, porcelain, and 
China figures : here is to be feen the fir ft porphyry vafe manufactured in Sweden : on 
the right is the King’s bedchamber, it is richly ornamented with gilding, and elegantly 
° fumifhed. 
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furnifiiecL Two vafes of porcelain four feet high. Among other things, two paint¬ 
ings by Ehrenfirabe 9 regarded as a Swedifh painter, although he was not born in Swe- - 
den. He lived in the time of Charles XL and was ennobled by the name of Kloechcr* 
An apai tmerit containing divers pictures, lerves as a paffage to the library* The fuc- 
ceeding room communicates di redly with the library ; in it are two fine antique bulls, 
aud I'o me elegant modern pieces,. (Edspus by Gagnerot* Ariadne by Vert mu Her, and 
'diiluent paintings by Watteau and Chardin. 1 he library is a very handfonie room, 
ornamented with great taffe : independant of the choice books it contains, there are in 
it a pretty numerous colleaion of Errufcan vafes, feme of which are valuable. A fin- 
gular vafe four feet high, found in the country. Guftavus Vafa in wax, under glafs, 
vu > hnall and exquifitely well executed j and two finall antique ffatues in a kneeling' 
pollure, in marble. Manufcripts are feen in abundance, many of which ineftimable: 
the librarian, Mr, Leopold , not having thought proper to take "the trouble of fuffering 
us to examine them minutely *, we fliail only cite thirty-fix volumes on the Swedifh bif- 
tory, beginning with Guflavus Vafa : Divers reJleB'wns , a manufeript by Queen Chriftina: 
a manufeript of Charles XII. when a boy ; in one part of which vineere aut mart. The 
library is ornamented with analogous mfcriptions: over the door by which you enter, 
Artibus peBora molle/amt , afperitafque fugit (the temper of man is foftened by the arts’ 
and all its ruggednefs difmifled). Over the ffiam doors on the fide : Neqmft ebarta 
Jileani quod Benefeceris , mercedem tulerss* 

Nor do you gain your due renown, 

Urtlefr; your worthy deeds in hiftory be rtiewn. 

Gambia fit vlvax virtue experfque fiepukhri , 

Immortal virtue lives in Jading fong. 

And mocks the tomb. 


Over the door at the end : Cordis et oris optima ejl harmonia, belt is the harmony of 
heart and tongue. On the fides oppofite to each other, Vincit ingemum prolitas 
(noneity is above geniusJ. Studio minuente lahores (flackening your fludy you en- 

creafe your toil). Moniti meliora fequamur (follow better counfel). Vita et peBore 
P uro (with life unfullied and a confcience clear). The next apartment is a cabinet of 
books; it contains a model in relievo of the temple of Ifls at Pompeia. A ftove with two 
columns of green antique marble. Two large vafes on candelabras after the antique, 
eight feet high, with white mafks on the vafes. An antique ftatue of a woman repre- 
lenting fculpture, and fome other matters of but flight importance. The Cabinet of 
compnfes a very fine colleaion of Greek, Roman, and ancient of all nations, 
eight cafes, which contain more than twelve thoufand drawers: among the Swedifh, 

S me e tak t n t0 beof Km S Blmurn > but this is doubtful; another thought to 
a f\ 7 f Stros Konung, very rare, flruck from all appearance in England ; a very 
rare medal, the fize of a half dollar piece, of Gujlavm L flruck at Upfiil. We were 
a e o go oyer this collection minutely, as it was undergoing an arrangement; the 
p ei fon employed for the purpofe having underhandedly difpofed of feveral pieces, had 
been difinifTed, finee when, His Majefty keeps the key of it himfelf. This will be the 
proper place to introduce an account of Swedifh medals. 


* As a matter of comfort on tliis fenre, His Maieftv told us that Kp tiTmtif „™ij . r. .. . , 

ance of his librarian at all times he wifhed Nevenheltfs we L ' m d not ha ’« the attend- 

in n ,h« had mat fa fal a^pt "f U “ rt “ “ * 
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K According to the work entitled Thefaurus nummorum Stteogothicoru ■'?, by Bremer* 
In quarto, Stockholm, 1731, the tnoft valuable and fcarce Swedifh medals are rhe fol¬ 
lowing : that of Haquhius jrater Erici magni , who lived in 1 360, it was found in D.de- 
carlia. On one fide of it is his portrait, with Hacwlnus Dux Norvegia, on the other a 
crofs between three rofes, and moneta Eq/loia. The author is unacquainted with any 
other, Sten Stare, the younger, was the firft that ever [truck emblazoned pieces.. On 
one fide is the head of St. Eric, with this infeription : S, Ericas Rex Sued# ; on the 
other the arms of Sweden quartered, with this legend: Mone Stockholm, .1512. The 
author had feen but two befides thofe he himfelf pofleffed. Nummi ctijujdam pjeudo — 
Starii vulgb dale junckaren dicli, qui anno 1524, contra Guftavuni primum Rcgcni Suecia 
jeditionem conciliavit. This bears on one fide the letter N with a crown iurrounded 
by two fmall erodes and two rings: about, Nicolaus Sture ; on the other fide, a fliieli 
with three crowns and this legend, M. M. in v'llibus, meaning money of More in the 
valley. It is a well eltablillied fa£l in hiltory, that this felfe Sture remained for a tong 
time in Dalecarlia, in the neighbourhood of Mora . There is another fin a Her coin of 
the fame Sture, which is like wife very rare. A gold coin of Guflavus I., on one fide 
he is reprefented crowned, with a fword in his right hand, and a globe and crofs in the 
other, between his legs a fliield : the infeription, Guflavus Dei gratia Suecorum Rex ; 
on the reverfe, another fhield quartered, in two of the quarters are blazoned the three 
crowns, in each of the other two a lion; around, mtiet. mva Stocks!. 1 528. This crown 
is called nummus aureus inauguralis. This fingular piece is where it ought to be, in the 
King’s poffefiion; the author never faw a fimilar. There is a filver coin of fimilar 
ftamp, which is alfo extremely rare. The author fpsaks of one in his colktlion as the 
only one he ever faw. Guflavus Adolphus with his Queen Eleanor, a gold coin of two 
ducats value. On one fide are the heads of the King and Queen, with this infeription: 
Guflavus Adolphus et Maria Eleonora Rex et Regi. Suec . on the reverfe, contra /pern 
in fpem: at the bottom, the arms of the city of Augfburg, and the date 1632. In the 
midft two fhields; on that of the right the arms of Sweden and Gothland, on that of 
the left thofe of Brandenburg. This piece is lefs valuable for its rarity than for its being 
the earliefl on which are imprelfed the heads of the King and Queen conjointly, and 
the arms of Sweden united with thofe of Brandenburg.’ 1 

Within the fame cabinet are many antique bulls and fmall flatues of the gods. 
Models in cork of the temple of Tivoli, of the foldiers barracks at Pompcia , and the 
Capo di hove at Rome. A collection of books analogous to the contents of the cabinet. 
A paffage with a gallery above the chapel. On a table, the dwarf of King Staniflaus, 
dreft, known by the name of Bebe. In wardrobes, acoIleSion of minerals, and a large 
piece of pretendedly native iron in a copper box. 

Cabinet of Natural Hijlory. This belonged to the la ft Queen, and is defer ibed by 
Linnmus. It is at prefent under the care of Mr. Swarts, of whom we have fppkeii de- 
fervedly before. The following are the mod interefting articles the cabinet contains. 
Among a great collection of animals preferved in fpirits of wine, are a number of mon¬ 
keys of different fpecies, one of the rareft of which is the Simla QLlhkpi; befides thefe, 
the Daj'ypus fexdntus , vefpertUio leporinus, mils longipes , mus vela ns* and the her boa 
Arabum ; the embrio of an elephant. Capraperpufilla . Among the birds, fjittacus fr- 
verus, minimus, Alexartdri ; piats femi rojlri ; paradifa regia, fava ; charndius Icnatritx ; 
turdw hamatodor ; trochilus niger ; lamias dolidtus ; ramphaflor f iperinorus picatus aratari, 
platcles pigmcea ; ct p'tprd aureola. Of amphibious animals: media lent and at a amphij- 
tena alba ; anguis bipes; coluber calamarhis, albm, regime, aurora, mi Haris , buccatus, 
Candidas , corallinus , bypocrepis ; vipera Egypti, lebetrinh , padsra,fiiuls , Syria, ingulartx, 

voi. VI. 3 L haje; 
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haje ; lacerta tigrina, ctzurea, bifpea, teguixin, barbara, Jlellic ; tefludo ferpentina Amboi- 
nenfis ; rana la flea, marginata, cornuta, gibbofa ; ietraodon Imeatus, oceilatus ; etpegafus 
■veiltans. Of fifties: gebiusaphya, niger ; chastodon ciliaris, capijlratus, arcuatus; fc'mna 
b'lmacidata ; zeus vomer, fpinofus ; uranofeopus piflus ; calichytys tamoata / labnis julii, 
paroticus , nihticus, ant Nilis hfeus ; pleuronefles oceilatus, limanda ; gymnotus phiguis ; 
perca labrax, nilatica, cojloides, vittata, feriba ; trigla cucullus ; colitis anablcps ; fdurus 
■myflus, anguillaris, undecimalh, clarias ; falmo nihticus ; efox fpbyrana ; athcrinajlepfe- 
tus ; clypea myftus, cyprinus, nihticus , dentex ; et mormyrus cyprintiides, anguilldidcs. Of 
infe&s, many fcarabei from America ; fcarabeus facer, gigas, fcaber, Imgipes, Syriac as, 
ceramics, carmatus; cbryfolomela facra ; curculio Indus, piifio, vaginalis, difpar, argyreus, 
fpeciofus, cor nut its, Caperfis, et attelabus, Jipylus ; many Cerambyces alio from Ame¬ 
rica ; the elater Syriacus, mehe Syriacus, blatta Mgypiiaca, gryllm gongylodes, Mgyp - 
tius ; and a number of others, among them, cimex Arabs, ferratus, bipun flatus JEgyp- 
tiacus. Of butterflies, a very fine collection, which gave rife to a highly efteemed work 
from the pen of Mr. Clerk. A number of cray filh, of very Angular and various fpecies. 
Of fhells: Lepas mitella, myapema, vulfella, folen cuhellus, radiatus, aratinus ; zfolaris, 
two inches and a half in diameter; tellina gargadlagari; cardium coflatum, cardifa; 
donax fcortum ; verms zigzag; fpondylus regius; ebama cord for mis; areag/yeimeris; ojirea 
pallium, fells, pes, opercidarh, ifognomon malleus ; mytilus frons ; pinna digiti, formis,jac- 
cata, hbata; a conus princeps, of two inches, extremely rare ; a number of harps, one 
of which three inches and a half long; ammiralis fmrnus fpeflrum; bulla ampulla, phyfis 
canalicula folidalis ; valuta porphyria, pertufa, JEtbiopica; Jlrombus laiijhnus , epidromis, 
urceus, aier ; trochas ielefcophts ; a turbo perfonatus, fealaris , of nearly two inches ; helix 
hyantbena, amarula, haliotoidea ; nerita canvena, albamen, corona ; haliotis marmorata, 
parva , patella, porcelana, anguis ; ferpula lumbrkalis anguina ; a mitella, very rare, and 
an argonaut of eight inches. The collection of corals, millepores, madrepores, and fubi- 
pores, from the Baltic, Red, and Indian feas, is very perfect. The collection of minerals 
very feleCt. A large mummy in good prefervation, of unufual fize. Among the col¬ 
lection of planrs is that made bv Mr. Haffelquijl, in the Levant, and particularly in Pa- 
leltine, and that made by Mr. Kalm in North America. The cabinet contains a finall 
library of analogous books. 

The Queen’s apartments are not very numerous, they confift of three rooms and an 
audience chamber, all of them furniflied after the antique. The audience chamber is 
full of paintings by Ehrenflrall ; fix of them are large, and reprefent an allegorical feries 
of the hiftory of Sweden, in which the reign of Charles XI. is molt particularly diftin- 
guifiiable; the ceiling is beautiful. In a hall adjoining are feven portraits and two his¬ 
torical paintings. In the gallery, ten large pictures and two above the door, feverally 
reprefenting battles of Charles Guftavus. In the fir ft above the door, Charles X. with 
feveral gentlemen in his fuite, furrounded by Polifh coflacks, cutting their way through 
them; neither time nor place are defignated. In the fecond, nothing is to be feen but 
heaps of dead, and troops engaging. Near the oppofite door, the battle of Colembo, 
which took place on the 8th February, 1656, and in which Charles X. gained a com¬ 
plete viftory over the Poles. Next the door, in a large painting the battle of Gnefna 
is reprefented, fought on the 27th April, 1756, and in which Duke Adolphus John, as 
Generalliflimo, defeated the Polifh army, and obtained confiderable booty. Of four 
large pictures which fucceed, the firft reprefents the battle of Philippova, on the 12th 
October, 1656, in which General Guftavus Otto Stenboek defeated the Lithuanian army 
and ten thou fan d Tartars; the three others the battle of Warfaw, in 1656, on the 18th, 
igth, and 20th July, in which Charles X. entirely routed the Polifli army. Four pic¬ 
tures 
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tures are placed again ft the piers between the windows ; in the firft the Poles, by Prince 
Homefpolki their reprefen tat ive, take the oath of fidelity to Field Marfhal Count Witten¬ 
berg, a circumftance which took place on the 16th October, 1655. The fecond repre- 
fenls'tbe paffage of the Little Belt on the 30th January, 1658, and the defeat of the 
Danes by Charles X. in the ifiand of Funen. The third, the paflsge of the Great Belt 
on the 7th February, 1658. The fourth pictures the ceremony of Count Potofki, as 
deputy from the Poles, tendering the oath of fidelity to Count Douglas, on the 3d No¬ 
vember, 1655, at Sandomir. The next apartment is full of family pieces. A number 
of rooms fucceed, in one of which fome handfome tapeftry of the Gobelins, the laft an 
antichamber, containing hunting pieces. On the large Hair cafe, the nine Mules in 
marble, natural fize, Apollo and Minerva the fame, all modern. Many bulls in mar- 
ble. On the landing place between the windows, in bronze, a Centaur carrying oft a 
young girl, and Mercury with a Hon. I wo apurtTncnts, the one a 1 catling clolet, .lie 
other a card room with blue furniture; this laft has a ftove in it with Chinefe figures, 
prefented by the Emprefs of Ruffia. A painting reprefenting His prefent Majefty, then 
Prince-roval, on horfeback, led by a page, painted by Breda a Swede, now in London. 
Charles XII. on foot. Eighteen portraits, principally of his generals, fume of thole of 
Charles XI. Three battle pieces, one the fight of H elfin burg in 171 o, the other the inva¬ 
sion of Zeeland in 1700. A gallery correfponding with that before deferibed, contains a 
fimiiar number of paintings, reprefenting the victories of Charles XL; over the door is 
Charles XL followed by Count Dahlberg, galloping up to the left wing of his army, 
with which he drove the Danes from off the field on the 4th December, 1756. Ad¬ 
joining is a large painting which reprefents the battle of Ittes-bed, near Rmunneberga hills 
in Scania, where Charles XI. obtained a victory over Chriltian V. Oil the principal 
wall, four large pictures of the battle of Lund, in which Charles XI. attacked the Da- 
nilh army four feveral times in as many different pofitions, and defeated it on the 4th 
December, 1676. Near the oppofitedoor a large piece, the battle of Halmjladt , where 
Charles XI. beat the Danes near Fyllebra , the 17th Auguft, 1676. Over the door, 
Charles XI. is feen occompanied by Generals Afchenberg and Dahlberg, cutting their 
way through twenty-one Iquadrons of the enemy s cavalry to aflift the left wing ol his 
army on the 4th December, 1676. Between the windows, the battle of Rugen on the 
oth January, 1678, in which the Swedes under general Koningfmark, entirely defeated 
the Danes and their allies, d he fiege oi Malmoe, with Chriliian V. before the town, 
on the 6th June, 177. A piaure of the paffage of the Gmtha river effe&ed by Count 
Guftavus Stenbock, and owing to which the Danifti General Dunham was obliged to raife 
the fiege of Bohus on the 19th July, 1678. Another difplaying the Dane and Norwe¬ 
gian forces combined before the town. t _ 

There are a number of finall apartments at the end of this gallery, (in one of which 
on the floor, were the likeneffes of the King of France and the Emprefs of Ruffia,) 
which are to hang together in a gallery, wherein is to be exhibited the diffei enL battles 
fought in the reign of Guftavus III. : De/pres is charged with the execution of this plan. 
There are to be eleven pieces, of the names of which this painter holds a lift. A grand 
faloon almoft fquare, which formerly ferved as a hall of affembly for the ftates, is 
intended to be magnificently decorated under the diredion of the fame artift. 

The play-houfe is without the caftle; it coft 66,000 rix-dollars building: the benches 
rife in an amphitheatre, and there are no boxes, unlefs indeed a few clofe to the ftage 
for the King, Princes, &c* It is a very handfome faloon thirty-eight ells in length by 
feventeen wide, and twenty-feven high. The aftors and a&reffes have all of them apai t- 
ments either within the building or adjoining. The gardens are plealant. The illand 
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of Apollo and the Chlnefe pleafurc houfe, in which every thing correfponds with Ite 
title, are highly deferving of notice : occafionally His Majefty dines here, it is called at 
times Canton, which has given name to a fort of village about a quarter of a league from 
the cattle, confiding wholly of country boxes. The King fpends four or five months 
at Drottingholm, in a very numerous circle, and the refidence is exceedingly plcafant. 
The pafBge thither fix years ago was far from pleafant, fince in coming from Stock¬ 
holm, you had to go acrofs the lake which is very wide, and the ferry, always incon¬ 
venient, was forncrimes dangerous. At prefent it is excellent from one end to the other* 
-in many places the road is cut out of the rock, and finifhed in every part at a very great 
expence* In going to the cattle from Stockholm you pafs over three bridges, the fir ft of 
nine hundred feet, the fecond one thouland four hundred, and the third, which joins 
D rotting holm, feven hundred ; the latter cott 5000 rix-dollars, and was completed in 
two and twenty days* In the neighbourhood of this bridge it is that an obelhk of granite 
fifty feet in height is to be erefted, on the right coming from Stockholm, to comme¬ 
morate the completion of this charming piece of road, a mile * in length from cattle to 
cattle, and which fpace the late King was wont to travel over in fix teen or feventeeiv 
minutes. 

Carlhergi near the lake on the north, is, as it were, in the fuburbs of Stockholm* 
which are joined to it by a long alley of trees: the King no longer refides here, and 
the Queen but vifits it for a ride j the houfe has little to boaft, the gardens are pleafant* 
This houfj was, in 1792, fetfapart as a new fchool for cadets. 

Swarfjizu is a cattle in an ifland of lake Moder, two miles from the city. It was in¬ 
habited oy the Queen Dowager, but fince her death was empty up to 1791, when tile 
King made a prefent of it to his fitter ; it contains nothing worth notice. 

XJlriefd&U half a mile from Stockholm on the road to Updfal, is much larger than the 
two cattles before mentioned; the King moftly pays it a vifit once 5 a year: it has nothing 
worth notice. 

Hciga is a final! pavilion, a quarter of a league from the north gate : it is very agree* 
ably fuuated in niidtt of woods and on the. brink of a lake; within, it is furnifhed under 
the direction of Mafrellier, with the greateft elegance, and was the favorite refidence of 
the late King, who fpent weeks together here, even in the depth of winter. In 1791 & 
new palace was begun, which was on a magnificent feale. Defpres was the architect, 
the foundations were already laid, and it was to be finifhed by 1796, but whether it has 
been proceeded upon or not, we are ignorant. The beautiful groupe of Cupid and. 
Pyfche, which we before have noticed, was to be removed to Haga: for its reception 
the King ordered a temple to be built entirely after the antique £ it was to form a fquare* 
at the bottom was to be n niche, and the light to proceed from above* What poffibly 
tended to encreafe the inclination of His Majefty towards this retreat, was the circum- 
ttance of the revolution of 1772 being planned in a little corner of the garden, which 
b vilited with much interett. His Majefty has ordered a refervoir to be cut in the rock 
adjoining a fimll lake which you pafs along, coming from the city, tofurnifh water, and 
facilitate the conftruclion of jets d*eau and cafcades. It will be a very handfome piece 
of work if completed. Vifitors to this fuminerriioufe wear a particular uniform, with 
which none but perfons, of great diflxn&ion are favoured by His Majetty, 

The Park. This is the mo ft frequented fpot in the neighbourhood of Stockholm, 
on account of its proximity ; It is fituated towards the eaft, without the town on the 
fea fide. It is cuttomary for folks to repair hither on May-day , the fame as thole of 
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Paris, at Longcbamps 9 on All Saints, The King appears in his coach. In 1791 we finv 
him there with the Prince Royal, the grand equerry, and a Captain of the guards, es¬ 
corted by his life and dragoon guards. The Queen, Princes, and Pnncefles make their 
appearance as well, with but very few attendants. Prince Charles alone was on horfe- 
back, efcorted by life guards, affigned him by the King as an acknowledgement of his 
fervices, in the fame manner as did Frederic II. to his brother. Prince Henry, This ce¬ 
remony, if a fimple promenade deferve that title, confifls in taking a turn or two in 
the park. The King alighted at the Spanifh minifter’s, who has built a countrv houfe 
in a ftngular pofition. It is upon a imall promontory projecting into the fea, fo that in 
his faioon you may fancy your] elf on board of Ihip, All veffUs arriving at, or failing 
from Stockholm, pafs by this fpot, and the paffage is in this part fo narrow, that you 
may converfe with the marines, even at times without a trumpet. This is in fuminer 
an incomparable fituation. The King has made a prefent to him, as well as feveral 
other perfons (with a view of engaging them to build) of a pretty confiderable extent of 
ground, which, with what he gains upon the fea, by throwing out piers, enables him to 
encreaf^ his eflate, and procure all country enjoyments. 

The Camp in the Park * On Lhe 24th June, (St* John’s Day 9 J. a may-bufii is planted 
before the gates of caftles and countryriioufes, as m France is done on the ift of May; 
the King and" royal family fhew themfelves again In the park, and remain at the camp. 
This camp, which lafts all the month of June, is compofed of the garrifon of Stocks 
holm, that is to fay, of the two regiments of guards, the artillery corps, one battalion of 
the Queen Dowager’s guards, and the dragoons* Along the lines, on that day, long 
May poles are (luck in the ground, ornamented with garlands and cyphers of leaves* 
and fometimes with fhields and devices }, atthe foot of each are barrels of beer on (lands* 
At fix or feven o’clock, at a certain fignal, the barrels are tapped, and each foldier re¬ 
ceives a pipe, a final! loaf of bread, two herrings, and a trifle of money ; a treat of 
their feveral Captains. The mufic of each regiment (trikes upland the foldiers begin 
drinking and dancing. Acrofs every barrel fits a foldier fantaflically drefied either as 
Bacchus, or in feme other character more or lefs grotefque lie it is who drinks the 
firft, and gives the toafts, which ave numerous enough, and are always fucceeded by an 
exclamation of vivat: whenever any of the royal family or a general pafles, their health 
is drank with a vivat* Soldiers in difguife are drawn on carriages all along the line; 
thefe with drollery and finging drive to pleafe the people who flock in crowds to laugh 
at them : they fometimes take indecent licence. Soon as the evening roll is beat, all 
immediately difperfe in good order. The royal family generally fup in camp in the 
King’s tent; His Majefty himfelf frequently deeps in it, and notwithstanding he was 
not prefent in 1791, his tent was erefled and occupied by General Armfeldt (with whom 
the court flipped) as Commandant of the camp and troops ; the King giving him the 
General’s Staff, at the time of his departure, to hold during the whole of his abfence. 
This particular ft'afFfs- of bronze, overfpread with fmall crowns In gold from one end 
to the other. The King commonly at his levee on.Monday gives the ftaff to one of his 
aides down p, to be entitled to which the individual muft at leaf! be a colonel; and 
during the whole time of his retaining it, he has fupreme power over all that regards 
the fervice in Stockholm, Princes and Generals not excepted ; in one word, in what¬ 
ever regards military matters he reprefents the King himfelf. This ftaff muft never be 
laid afide j it is held generally for a wt^k when the King is at Stockholm, and fmne- 
times longer. His Swedifh Maj i’y adapted thi/ cuftom from the court of Ruffia j 
however if fuch a practice remains t ^ere at prefent, it Is with a difference*- 
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Chap. XI.— Sidle of the Swedif} Troops. ■ — Difpoftion of the Soldiery. — Abilfes in mi¬ 
litary Matters. 

THE Swedish army is compofed of a fmall number of regiments, either levies or in 
garrifon, and national troops : the firft, as every where elfe, are compofed of foldiers en¬ 
rolled, taken wherever they were to be found. The national regiments are on eftab- 
lifliment only when under order, or during reviews. 

The provinces furriilh according to their population and extent, either a regiment of 
infantry or cavalry. Each individual foidier, as well as officer, pofleffes a portion of 
land and a dwelling; and the enrolment is made in fuch manner that as nearly as pofli- 
ble the Colonel fliould live in the center of his regiment, and each Captain in the midff: 
of his men. This collection of refulences is called Boftdks. 

As the revenue of the different effaces very much depends on the nature of the foil, 

■ the polls of Colonel and Captain differ accordingly, but may be eftiinated at worth the 
one from 1200 to 2000 rix-dollars, the other from 3 to 5C0. 

Each diftrict is thus obliged to furnifh one or more men, according to its being more or 
lefs peopled. Inftantly as one depafts for the army his fucceffor is defignated immedi¬ 
ately, fo that in cafe of death the fubftitution of another man fliould take place without 
delay. If a canton be too inconfiderable to furnifh a man, a number unite for the 
purpofe. 

During the interval of military fervice, (a confiderable part of the year,) he either 
works at his bufmefs or cultivates the ground, and is paid by the proprietor of the ha- 
bitation, which affords him flicker, at the fame rate as other workmen. Three months 
after the death of a loldier, his wife and children are obliged to give up the dwelling to 
his fucceffor. 

When the clergy were defpoiled of their poffeflions, the crown diffributed them in 
great meafure to individuals upon their engagement at the lime, to furnifh perpetually, 
and maintain a certain number of foldiers. Such was the bafis of the mode which is 
now in practice, which having been ratified by divers diets, is become a fundamental 
bafe of the military conftitution. 

All the troops wear the Swedifh drefs, that is to fay, a jacket and cloak. This cloathing 
is unfuitable to fo cold a climate; the cloak does not defend the whole of the body, and 
muff needs be cumberfome in engagement. The foldiers wear round hats. 

Some regiments, but their number is few (that of the Queen for example) are dreffed 
after the French fafhion. The general officers wear a blue coat with gold tags-: they 
moftly have a regiment to themfelves. Lieutenant-Colonels wear two epaulets, the 
fame as Colonels in France. Officers of whatfoever rank, wear a blue and yellow fcarf 
under their jacket, and their handkerchief tied round their left arm. In the Jait war 
it was perceived that this diftinftion, too ftriking not to be vifible, pointed them out as 
marks for the enemy. The Swedifh cockade is yellow. 


State 
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State of the Swedtjb Army in 1791 . 
Infantry. 

Levies* 

1 ft Regiment of foot guards, 
ad do. of guards, white and black 
Artillery, - * “ 

The King’s regiment, - - 

The Queen’s do., 

The Queen Dowager’s do., 

Springporten’s regiment, 

Steeling’s do., - 

Two others of eight hundred men each. 

Foot yagers, - 

Total of the levied infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Levies, 

Huflars, - - 

Light Horfe, 

Squadron of Coffacks, 

Total, 

National Troops. 


No. of Men. 
1200 
1500 
2890 
800 
1200 
1260 
800 
1200 
1600 
800 

J3>25° 


597 

250 

! 5 P 

997 



Infantry* 



of Upland, 

1200 

The Regiment of Veftrogothia. - 

1205 

of Skaraborg, 

1200 


or bavolax. 

1237 

of Obo, 

JQ25 


of Weftmania, 

1056 

of Kronlberg, - 

1200 


of Nyland, 

900 

of Jonkoeup'tng, - 

1100 


of Cal mar. 

I ICO 

of Bjoeurneborg, 

1025 


ofNenciaandVarniia, 1&74 

of Dalecarlie, - 

1200 


of OttroDothma, - 

1200 

of Oftrogothie,* - 
of Tavaftehus, 

1 5 °° 
1200 


of Jemtland, 

IO4O 

of Helfingie 
of Elflborg 

1200 

1200 


Total of national infantry 

22,457 


Cavalry. 




The regiment of the body guard, at prefent compofed of four 
fquadrons of Cuirafiiers, four of Light Dragoons, and 
one battalion of Chaffeurs, amounts collectively to 
The ftandard of the Nobleffe, 

The regiment of Weftrogothia, 

Carry forward 


1525 

395 

looo 

2920 


# At prefent grenadiers of the body guard. 


of 
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Brough tforward 
of Pmaland, (now the dragoons') 
of Oftrogothie, (now the dragoons) 
of Northern Scania, 
of Southern Scania, 

The company of Jemtiand, (now dragoons) 

Total of national cavalry. 


2920 

icoo 

1000 

1000 

1000 

too 

7020 


Dragoons. 

The body guard. 

The regiments of Bohus, now half difmounted, 
of Nyland and Tavaftehus, 

The fquadron of Carelie, 

„ Total of national dragoons. 



3450 


The annexed table will give an ample detail of the Swedijh army , and what itcojls the 
Grown* 

Expence of the provincial army in the following years: 


Drains or life-guards, Formerly Garths du corps , 
Officers of the regiment A4ehfana> i in Sweden, 
cavalry, * i in Finland, 

Regiments ol cavalry. 

Dragoons, 
hi fan try. 


r imauu, 
Tin Sweden, 
{Jn Finland, 
J in Sweden, 
Finland, 


< in Sweden, 
£ in Finland, 


In [696, when 
Sweden pofTefTed the 
whole of Finland* 

In 1768. 

In 1772, 

Silver dollars. 

Silver dollars. 

Silver dollars. 

42,420 

50,122 


51,118 

12,220 




*633 

2527 



628,96 s 

5 / 7 * 3 ® 7 



242,926 

56,606 

91,283 


* I Jl 20,071 
| 

,/8qi 

njL+83 

! 


187,042 

it 0.341 



S M 3 3 


. 

1 

1,266,149 

1,1 70,862 

■ #r 7 M 90 


Remark. According to the report of the royal college of war in 174 , the provincial regiments colt t' e 
crown 1,105,3+^ fiber dollars, paid by rents ; and according to the report of the royal chamber of ac¬ 
counts hi 17>2, their coft was i,[ 19,216 filver dollars, of the like value, both tftimated according to the 
valuation of the crown, which, according to the courfc of exchange of the prefenc day, mull he doubled if 
not tripled. The crown gives for the rujl halls and boflclks of the officers of cavalry the fum of 872,581 lih 
ver dollars, in rents at 9 marks per arpertfy for ten thmifand one hundred and fifty-four cavaliers and dragoons, 
including three hundred and ninety-five gens d i armcs ‘ but the gardes du corpses officers without lojldks^ 
41 re not included. 


Annual 
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Annual expence of the generality and rated 

epochs# 


regiments at the undermentioned 


The generality, 

Regiment of guards, 

, r fin Sweden, 

Garrifons, j in Filllajldj 

Two corps of chalfeurs in Finland, 
One of tight dragoons in do. 

H attars, 

ftn Sweden, 

Artillery) | in ^l^d. 

_ fin Sweden. 

Engineers, j; n Fit)!and> 

„ fin Sweden, 

Fortreuea, | in 

Stores for the fleet and army, 

Cloathing for the fin Sweden, 
troops, "t ' n Finland, 


1696. 

at 24 marks, 
or ^ dols. per rix-doh 

I768. 

at 42 marks, 
or 3! dols. per rue-do 1., 

■ 77 *- 

at 70 marks, 
or dob, per rix-doh 

15,050 

18,247 

20,580- 

n8,8as 

145,000 

160,951 

7 

228,371 

2 76,000 

t 210,48a 

157,448 

195,300 

J 


62,273 



12,800 


101,848 

122,464 

7 0 

202,626 

210,500 

}■ 1 13.538 

63,722 

64,375 

j 

l 

39,180 

39,841 

t * 95» a 79 

8.783 

8,783 

J 

7 

160,000 

250,000 

j. 12 y, 00 c 

200,000 

277,500 

205,380 

532,450 

608,000 

1 _ 

3 18,496 

396,506 

t 50,000 

74 . 37 o 

52,013 

i, 034- 3 >7 

3 , 280,541 

2,717,880 


General ex pence of the army according to the Rolls of 1787. 


For the college of war. 

The ftaff, 

The commiflariat in Finland, 
M- fin Sweden, 

The military. 


The artillery, 
Garrifons, 
FortreffeSj 


in Finland, 
in Sweden, 
tn Finland, 
in Sweden, 
in Finland, 
in Sweden, 

— - ^in Finland, 

Wood, coal, and oil in the fortrefieB, 
Engineers, 

Stores, - " 

Ilnflara and dragoons of Carelia, 
Chatteurs in Finland, ^ t - 
Military fchool of Hapaniemi, 
Cloathing for the troops. 

The saltpetre directory, 

E1:pence on marches in Sweden, 

Po< in Finland, 


Total Rix-do liars in specie, 


16,-299 

i 6 


4,604 

7,949 

47 

4 

281,130 

17 

5 

94 , 4 'S 

3 * 

6 

65,042 

3 1 

J 

18,329 

12 

2 

75,848 

2 

3 

59,886 

I 

5 

54,000 

26 000 

26,003 

it 

ji 

131618 

16 


30,346 

1 

9 

40,760 

16 


10,839 

4 s 

8 

1,150 

I 47 , 4 ig 

15 

1 

60,793 


4 

20,000 

10,000 



1,064,996 

18 

8 
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FORTIES TRAVELS JN SWEDEKi 

The Swedifli army in the year ijy6* 


Infantry, 


Provincial Regiments. 


Upland* 

Skaraborg, 

Abo, 

Sudcr manij, 

Cronoberg, 

Jonkoping# 

Bkeurntborg, 

Daleearlia, 

OibogotHa, 

TavaftdiuS, 

Helftngi^ 

Elfaborg, 

Wellrugotlia, 

Savolax, 

Wc^manfa, 

Wcfterboihiiia# 

Calmar, 

Nyland, 

Nericie and Vermelande, 
Ofterbothnia, 
Kymcnegoid, 
jemdand, 


Recruited Regiments, 


Guards, 

J rtillery, 

Queen-dowager’s guards. 
The King’s regiment, 
Spr in gpov ten’s, 

Salza*?, 

Skytte’s, 

Liken# 

The Savolax yagers, 


No, of men 


nco 

l ICO 

1025 
| 200 
f 100 
I ICO 
102J 
1200 
!220 
ioo 5 

izdo 

12 CO 

1200 

V23S 

I 200 

lOyS 

J ICO 
rosy 

>474 

1200 

128 

1048 


24,344 


800 

3000 

loco 

800 

L 003 

<000 

1200 

1200 

4OO 

Men 


11,400 

3 , 5*741 


Ex pence* 


Silver dollars,, 
10,217 
9974 ' 

15*371 

1 3 * 4 2 7 
10,530 
10*107 

1 

10,786 

10,437 

14473 

10,906 

998^ 

993 ** 

020 

14*557 
10,8 17 
10,340 
1 4*537 
1 S ; J 99 
M,j6o 

* 5*'99 

31,621 


-2914351 


60,751 

265,875 


43^500 


12,800 


870,926 


Pay 1,162,277 


Cavalry* 


Regiments* 

No. of men. 

1 Addsfana, not levied, 

395 

1 The body guards. 

I# 

Cuiraffiers, 

l 5 °> 

Wdlrogolhia, 

IQCQ 

Oft i ngot hia, 

TOGO 

Smalaitd# 

IOUO 

Northern Scania, 

1000 

Southern do* 

toco 

Jemdand, 

100 


-——- 7128 

Provincial dragoons* 

t 

Drag atm & of the body guard, 

tooo 

Nyland, 

1000 

The fquadron of Carelia, 

250 

of 13 oh us, 

9^4 


— 3 'J 4 

Light troops recruited. 


The light dragoons. 

406 

i Hu liars, 

300 


- 730 

Total of Cavalry, 

10,98: 

of Infantry, 

$W 44 

Total of the at my, cxcluftve 


of officers. 

46 726 


Ex pc nee. 


Silver dollars, 
14,158 
52, u8 
[45,725 

7 . 7 * 47 ** 

94*^9 

81,81s 

83,974. 

8 4.833 
6417 


643,40* 


BcjjCtO 

® 7 » 34 ° 

* 7;°73 

59,677 


6 i>J 73 

91,8^8 


2 53 »i 5 ° 


154,121 


Note. Two farms commonly between them provide one foldier, or form a rote according to the extent and excellence of the 
farm. The crown cloaths the troops, and provides warlike (lores; but upon review days, held far the fake ofliquidation of the 
provincial regiments once a year, a certain fum is deducted out of his advances for his equipment, which is new every eleven 
years. The farmer funnfhes the foldier with his working drtfs, which oecakpns a great Caving to the crown : thus Sweden, 
in proportion to its population, is enabled to arm double the number of men to what other powers can do, who, while fhe can 
raife every twelfth man, (including the navy,) can arm no more than one in twenty-four; and this the more readily, from the 
foldier being capable, by his labour of earning fubliftence for his wife and fomily. The hqjltlks of the officers of the provincial 
regiments (i mean the infantry,) amount annually to the fum pf 232,765 ftlvei? dollars, according to the estimation of the crown. 
As tor the regiments of provincial cavalry* a rental of 60 dollars per annum is fetafide for the maintenance of each man, his horfe 
and equipment; in fome provinces this rental is but §0 dollars* The dragoons are differently maintained;, with from 15 to 30 
dollars allowance. TSiegenr (Farmer receive 500 marks per man, if maintained by a number of peafants, and this fum may oc- 
cafionally amount to 580 where fupported by one alone: this regiment rot being railed as yet# the pcafrnWy pay this fum as a 
free-giftto the cmwn, smd the weight of its prefiure on individuals Is dependant on circumtUnces. 

Rtmnrfa* t. An extent of land which maintains a foot foldier or failor is called a i?£>fe; an eilatc which maintains a horfe fol¬ 
dier, a Ruft halL The rentals above ftipidated are deducted by the crown from the annual taxes paid by the pea fan try. 
2. The regiments of cavalry, rated above at one thou fan d, were reduced to five hundred in 1792* the remaining Eve hundred being 
incorporated in the infantry. The regiment of guards con fills at prefent of no more than one thoufand two hundred men ; 
the King in j 793 creating a fecond regiment of one thoufand five hundred men* At his death a number of changes took place 
■n military affairs, particularly a body of horfe artillery was formed, &c + &c. 
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Expence of the whole army. 


Provincial infantry. 

Do. cavalry, 

Men.. 

? 4 ’ ?44 

i 0>2$2 

Silver dotard 

291 3 ; 1 
*55 1 


Together, 



1,187,90a 

Recruited infantry, 

Do. cavalry. 

11 ,400 
70c 

870,926 
I54. . 2 1 



12,100 


1,025,047 

The Raff, 

Fortification^ ordnance, and ammunition, 
Cloaihmg for the troops, 


20,580 
1,542,124 
44^5 >3 

2,011 1 2 T 7 




Total of ex pence, 



1 4,224,166 * 

* But call up by the author, poffibly owing to-fome) 
omiffion, - * J 

5,171,848 


The difpofmon of the Swedifh troops is high fpirited, the officer generally brave, the 
foldier much rcfembling the French foldier : he bears with impatience a continued fire, 
and after fuffering a few feconds without being able to return it, you are abfolutely 
obliged to charge. He readily reforts to the bayonet p and the Ruffians many times ex¬ 
perienced in the laft war how much they are to be dreaded with this weapon. The of¬ 
ficer muft pofitively head his troops, and frequently advance a few fteps in front, with- 
out which poffibly the line might refufe to advance, this form complied with the Swedes 
will follow wherever they are led. During the war in Finland, a regiment of infantry 
was ordered to charge the enemy ; the King fent for its Colonel, who was near him, 
to be his aide de camp general. Not with {landing this was told, not a man would ad¬ 
vance, and His Majefty was obliged to fend back his aide decamp to head the regiment, 
in which fituation he was wounded.' The Swede fires but ffowly, yet aims well; rarely 
does it happen that a company fires at once, each man is left to difcharge his piece at 
pkafure, * After five or fix rounds, if expofed to a battery, or a fuperior fire, you muft 
lead to the charge, or would expofe yourfelf to the companies charging diforderly of 
thimfeives, The Swedifh foldier is religious : prayers arc read exactly every day in 
each regiment; he is naturally honeft, fpurns at any thing mean, and is an utter ftran- 
ger to thofe vices which difgrace the foldier throughout almoft all Europe. This cha¬ 
racter, however, belongs to the national troops alone ; the regiments levied, or in gar- 
rifon, are compofed in the fame manner as every where elfe. 

It is requisite the Swedifh foldier ihoukl be well fed ; he beat's with difficulty any fub* 
traction from his allowance, or even with having it delayed. This is a cafe which can¬ 
not be too ffrongly recommended to Swedifh officers. 

Numerous abides prevail in the adminiflration of military affairs. Commiffions are 
publicly fold notwithflanding the King’s {pedal orders that fuch fhameful traffic ffiould 
■ceafe, " He knows, fo as to put it beyond doubt, that his orders are not regarded ne- 
vetthelels he can do no more : the matter is conducted with fo much art as never to ad¬ 
mit of proof, fo that even the colonels are oftentimes in ignorance of it themfclves. 

The minifters are not nice in keeping the promifes they make to officers: we can 
.quote in proof of this, a Frenchman who fought through the whole campaign in Fin- 

3 m 2 land. 
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land, who received flattering teftimonials of his conduct from every genetal under whorft 
he ferved, yet was unable to get a company till two years after the peace, notwithlhmd- 
ing it was formally promifed him, and that he was every way deferring.' A number 
of officers have waited a long time, even with the King’s recommendation in their 
pocket. Mini Iters and general officers objea to foreigners on account of their igno¬ 
rance -of the language of the country, but when requifite to order them to face the ene¬ 
my they never think of this deficiency, but rate them as they truly are, very fit for the 
purpofe* 

Chap. XII.— Journey to the Mines ; Sabla ; Afoejiad ; Safer ; Orrtes; Fahlun ; Mora ~ 

Elfdal; Quarries of Porphyry. — Dalccarlians. — Cejk. — Cataract of Elf searleby . 

— Suderfors. 

The tour of which we are about to render account is very interefting; provided you 
be difpofed to pay attention to every thing curious it will take up a fortnight. Wead- 
vife it to be undertaken in the month of May, a period when the fnaw is entirely thaw¬ 
ed ; for unlefs. you have the precaution to wait until the fnow is wholly gone, you wilt 
be deprived of the pleafure of feeing many interefting fpots, the road to which is fre¬ 
quently impaffable during the thaw . ^ 

From Stockholm to Sahla is twelve miles, and an excellent road. The latter is fitu- 
ated on the banks of the river which feparates the government of Stockholm from that 
of Upfal. Before you reach the ftage called Ttble, you find two marble monuments, 
the inferiptions on which fhew them to have been erected in commemoration of the 
marriage of Adolphus Frederic, with the Princefs of Fruffia, and the arrival of the 
Queen of Guftavus III. 

Sahla is a fmall and very badly paved town ; the ftreets are ftraight; the houfes en¬ 
tirely of wood, very low, being feldom more than one ftory high; it may contain about 
two thoufand four hundred inhabitants, the greater part of whom are employed in the 
mines. Happening to arrive on the day on which a mother and daughter, who died of 
different complaints, were buried, we remarked the fame oftentation in the funeral, that 
we had noticed at Stockholm; as perfons concerned in the mine, each of them was car¬ 
ried by eight workmen; the country people and miners who followed them to the grave 
were all decently clad in black, in a much better manner indeed than is ufual in other 
countries with people of the fame condition. The church, confidering the fize of the 
town, is handfome enough. The living of Sahla, which is one of the beft in Sweden, 
brings in 2000 dollars: the Count de Schwerin, fon of the deceafed fenator of that name, 
is the prefent incumbent. The neighbourhood of this tow r n is very pleafant. 

Sahlahutta is the name of the place where the foundry is, a quarter of a league from 
the town: as you travel thither you notice a number of houfes, Handing by themfelves 
(for fear of fire) which ferve as magazines for ftoring the corn, grain, and forage of the 
inhabitants. AH the houfes of Sahlahutta are occupied by different perfons belonging 
to the foundry. There is there a church ; a.river which paffes through it ferves to 
work a number of wheels. More than two hundred workmen are employed at the 
foundry, and a like number at the mines. The ftones drawn from the mine are carried 
into a building containing two and thirty peftles moved by wheels, which ferve to reduce 
them to powder: there are two forts of powder, the one called flour or duft, and the 
other pafte; the firft of which is the beft: the ore thus pounded, runs off into wooden 
receivers, is fpread upon Iheets of coarfe cloth, and waihed by water which falls over 

6 f it > 
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part ot the building there arc e| ^ fire flde of the town, an eftabMhment 

ferent other places. As the min ^^ ^ for poundmg d wa flimg the 
is about to be formed ■ • , vvhen t h e ufelefs matter is feparated from the ore 

ore; the carnage thus^ ^ ^ k}nds of ore . that wh ich remains at the 

taken for melting, i fe h | ^ art we went to where it is calcined ; they_ make ufe 
bottom is the richett. *r°m f ■ nutn ber, each of which works three fchip- 
of wood for heating their fmna-, awheel afts upon eight pair of bellows, 

p U „ds of ore at a charcoaf whicUs afterwards mixed 

and a number oi wooden mallets y ^ {he lead and f dver runSj upon their 

with clay, and ferves to form \Ji buM t he calcined ore is thrown upon burn- 
flowing from the furnace. In a^_ f ° rnaces on the firft ftory; and in one ad- 

j B g charcoal. In this budding lefs h; h _ xhe me lted matter falls, and 

joining two others of like ddcnp ^ ^ fe ftru L ck into the body c f the furnace, and 
when the fconte are ta * tfae und . by a fecond procels it is thaped into in- 

the metal runs mto a ^. ft “ js p mp l y filver and lead. Adjoining is a houfe con- 
gots, in moulds, and m ■this * is feparated from the filver; in this operation the 

taining a fbnpaj; £ is afterwards reduced to its natural ftate; this operation takes 
lead becomes vitrified, and or h our s is requifite as a laft 

up eight and '‘i tafc little lead which dill remains; this is done 

procefs* to purify the fi ver emne y j ° method ufed is much the fame as that 

E a OneVuSof - «"“* "» “ d ““ ° f 

pure filver, and ten pounds of lead. j ob others by the month or 

The wages of two Udollis a month ; then feeing they 

day ; fome receive no . t h have a re [l-day alternately, wuh a day of la- 

work for twenty-four hours at ^ may*earn about 50 rix-dollars per annum, the com- 
hour: the foremen of the foundry W to 5 be bulk {or thc cha rcoalj the car- 

mon workmen from 16 to « 5 - A ^ ^ foundry you have a delightful profpeft of 
care is already compleat. On and a furlong broad. In another brick 

a fmall lake, three quaiteis „ a*®’ coated externally with iron and granite ; 

building, two ^•geftn-nacesare refifts fire . it is expend they will be 

the interior is to be otjtheljtein, _ g we have before-mentioned are to be 

compleated this year 1791, w . b re the poorer part of the ore, fuch as is 

purpofe of extracting the fmall 
not wafhed is roafted it is furnaces ar econftantly at work and two {mailer 

poition of filver it contains, r P Iavers Q f ore , a nd a ftratum of coal at 

ones; in thefe layers of chaic P apparently but poor, but fuch fcorke as are 

the top. On thefe not only is that ore laid apparency ^ roafted confifts of 

fufpeflted to contain X his operation has the effeft of caufing the ful- 

iron, fulphur, fcoriae, and , lx P and fits them to melt together with the 

phur to evaporate, the iron “become cate, an. are r iflte . five fchip. 

pundroforemay thus Slci^dX^Hepure leadenore iscaUed/c/^, The 
expences of the foundry are about 6000 ri ^' ° from Sahla and belongs entirely to in- 

^ ^ 

* From an ounce to » ounce and a half Englifh, Avoirdupois weight. ^ 
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a portion of land and fome ground in the town. The (hares in 1790 were worth at leafl 
1000 rix-dollars each. The net produce of each (hare was 30 rix-dollars; the expence 
of working the mine is 6000 rix-dollars, which added to 6000 (that of the foundry) 
and 4800, the net ium fhared among the proprietors, makes 16,800 rix-dollars, exclu- 
five of the King’s tenth, the falaries of th officers, the charges for the maintenance of 
the works, as well external as internal, and the machinery, which may amount to y Qt 
Soco rix-dollars more, the mine having yi* Ided in 1790, 3000 marks of filver. This mine* 
worked from rime immemorial, was formerly much more rich; it has produced 24,000 
marks; but the richeft galleries have fallen in ; there is, notwithstanding, ore met with 
in one part now worked, which yield;: * 30 loths o: filver per quintal, but this vein it is 
feared will quickly be exhaufted. The mine at its firlt bottom is from one hundred 
and fix, to one hundred and nine, fathoms deep, at its extremity one hundred and 
fifty. 

The works of this mine are highly deferving of notice and wonderful. You de¬ 
feend by a mouth called Oueen Chriilina’s, the opening which is twenty-nine feet by 
nineteen; this leads to the firlt gallery : the manner of going down in buckets is un- 
pleafant to many, yet what may tend to give courage to the adventurer, no example 
ever was known of the cord breaking; and if any accidents ever happen, which occa- 
fionally do to the number of two or three in the year, it is uniformly owing to impru¬ 
dence and carelelfnefs. A Angular prejudice prevails here with refoect to women: ths 
workmen pretending that as often as any one enters the mine fome misfortune will in¬ 
evitably follow. A woman going down a few years ago, a workman within two days 
afterwards committed fuicide, which has no ways contributed to diminifh this preju¬ 
dice : the workmen consequently look with an evil eye on any woman who may at¬ 
tempt to go down, a matter which rarely happens, 

The bucket in which you defeend is fattened by three chains of iron to a rope, which is 
changed every ten months, and which afterwards ferves to draw up the ore. As many 
as five may go down in the bucket, but generally no more than three or four defeend at 
a time. We were fix minutes in going down, 'and fix and a half in afeending, on ac¬ 
count of the movement leffening as the bucket approaches the furface: as one bucket 
afeends another goes down for the ore ; the bucket for the defeent of the men is always 
the fame, and both thofe for the ore and the men are con riant I y in-motion day and 
night. As you go down you provide yourfelf with torches in order to fee the galleries 
worked in the fliafr, as well as to direct the bucket and prevent its finking againft the 
projecting parts of the rock. One cannot help feeling a little frightened at experiencing 
now and then a fomewhat fenfible fliock, and which alarm is augmented by one’s cri¬ 
tical fituation: this fliock is occafioned by the rope in turning round, the cylinder forne- 
times rolling over its own coils; and after fome turns, upon its unwinding, it caufes a 
vibration which is communicated through the whole length of the cord, and even to 
the bucket itfelf. The two wheels which draw up the bucket are double, and are 
atted upon by water ; they are adapted fo as to bear being turned one way or the other, 
and increafe or diminifh their velocity, by means of flood gates, which are raifed more 
or lcfs; they are alfo flopped at pleafure: this wholly depends on the man employed in the 
direction of the ropes, and who is admoniflied by a call from the top of the mine; his 
bufmefs requires the niceft attention, for any imprudence or forgetfulntfs might have 
the moft difaflrous confequences. Thefe two wheels are forty feet in diameter^ as well 
as the.two employed for the pumps. The water which works the different machinery 

* Fifteen Ounces, Avoirdupois weight. 
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flows through a canal of more than three miles in length. There are three rows of 
pumps to the hydraulic engine, for pumping the water out of the mine ; on the fide is 
a well called biccht, by which you may defeend the mine by means of ladders to the 
depth of eighty fathoms: you perceive afterwards a number offtep? by which you may go 
down lower even to the firft gallery,, whence you have again the choice of defeent either 
by means of the bucket or ladders, to the deepeft gallery of the mine; thefe ladders, 
however, are no wife convenient, and are ufed by thofe workmen only who are employ¬ 
ed at the pumps, every body giving the preference to the buckets. There are a num¬ 
ber of marks on the rope for the purpofe of (lopping the bucket at the galleries worked 
in Oueen Chriftina’s fhaft. There is a great confumption of wood in this mine for 
fplitting the rock ; in different parts are lighted fires, which have a fine effect; all the 
vaults are exceeding hard, the communications very large and extremely neat: you 
might drive a carriage through the whole of the fir (I bottom. There is here a fmall 
apartment for vifitors to re It themfelves in, and a regifter for the infeription of their 
names. 

In the interior of the mine, the fign of there being filver is a fort of calcareous 
ftone mixed with mica, called by the miners noble Jlmie ; wherever they meet with this 
there is always fome filver: it is in fearch of this that the drill of the miner confifts. 
We had a number of veins of trapp pointed out to us, which prefented fome varieties 
curious enough to an amateur : it is found at firft in very thin layers, the thicknefs 
of which progreffively iucreafes; it then ceafes all at once, and is afterwards found 
again. What is remarkable in this mine the veins are irregular, and feldcm contain 
metal in a (late of ore, but in metallic maffes. The workmen here, the fame as at the 
foundry, work but every other day, and in each twenty-four hours are allowed eight 
hours reft : their pay is the fame. The foremen earn 50 rix-dollars, the labourers 16 
to 25 rix-dollars per month. The Shaft, called Makleufen , the deepeft of any, is 
abandoned, as is Kongfrumning , the oldeft. 

Herftenbotten is a mine which fell in three centuries ago ; it fell in by degrees. Tra¬ 
dition relates that many perfons loft their lives on this occafion. Samdrummngen is 
another mine adjoining, which alfo has fallen in. In the neighbourhood of thefe two 
mines are great heaps of (tones formerly taken out of them. Some people are employ¬ 
ed in (electing fuch pieces as contain metal, and extract from them annually 300 marks 
of filver. This work was begun in 1753, and it is calculated that the heap will (till 
furnifh work for fifty or fixty years. The King receives no tenth of the produce of 
thefe old mines. A little farther on is a pit communicating with the old mines ; the 
ore from it is drawn up by horfes, three of which are conftantly kept in the mine at 
the firft bottom, for the purpofe of railing ore from the deepeft. The (tones yield a 
great quantity of lime, and (fill more might be furniflied could a fale for it be found. 

It caufes much wonder to find a mine in nearly a level country, for this is very lit¬ 
tle inclined ; the traveller to thefe parts (hould provide himfelf with letters for Mr. 
Staff the direftor of the mine, and Mr. Pbyl ; the latter fpeaks French fluently, and 
was of great fervice to us. The following is a lift of the minerals procurable in this 
mine:. Wei/s gulden ; ore of grey filver, galena in large and fmall cubes; galena, cha- 
ioyante , fcaly, and fteel grained; blende, or zinc ore, fcaly, and in fmall grains; na¬ 
tive regulus of antimony (it is no longer found), (treated ore of antimony ; arfenical 
pyrites, exceedingly rare ; martial pyrites, occalionally cryftallized; granulated iron ore, 
extremely rare; finely grained calcareous ftone ; ditto granulated with fait, white and. 
yellow ; calcareous fpath, white and yellow, cryftallized in pyramids and in hexagons 
(very rare) ; white quartz, very unfrequent rock Sint, white and red, in which ftarry t 
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fcbocrh is fern et liner, found; mountain leather (cuir de montagne); mountain Ifr-fli 
(chair de montagne); mountain cork; amianthus, occafionally blended with ga.ena; 
green, yellow, and black ferpentine ; red garnets in galena; iolid black tiapp ; uea- 

tites : potter’s Hone ; and brown mica. „ 

From Sahla to AfveftaJ, four miles and a half, by Brodbo and Viggarne. At the hrlt 
ft age you have a charming profpeft of a lake, which you crofs over a railed way ^ the 
roads were good enough the two firft ftages, at the third they were bad. Near bahU l 
you crofs a fmall river which furnilhes water for the works ot the mine. A quarter o, 
a mile before you reach Viggarne is a barrier, with a cuftom-houfe, belonging to the 
proprietors of Sahlberg mine; after which, on the left, you pais over a bad bye road 
leaving the highway to Afveftad on the right. As you leave Viggarne you return af¬ 
ter a long courfe to the highway. The froft was entirely gone at Stockholm, yet at 
Sahla we found the lakes were ftill frozen over, and in different pans the fnow yet laid. 
On this road we did not meet with fo many gates as between Stockholm and Sahla ; 
and thefe are very incommodious, as they fo frequently oblige you to defend in order 
to open them. Dalecarlia begins at about the middle of the laft ftage. 

Afveftad,. The refinery of copper is the only interefting object in this little town ; for 
which eftabliflnnent there is a quarter fet apart of pretty large extent. You cannot 
leave the town without prefenting at the gate the inlpcctor s ticket (the infpector is Mr. 
Stokenftrceuin, who conducted us every where, but who underftands the Swedilh Ian- 
o'uage alone). The firft refiner of this eftablilhment was Marcus Kock , born in 1585, 
he died 16 eg, as is fen by his portrait at the infpe&or’s houfe; he was bora at Liege, 
and was ennobled by Guftavus Adolphus. We were firft {hewn the furnaces in which 
the copper is melted, which comes from Fahlun ; each furnace melts from^five to fix 
Ihippunds, when put in it is called rokeppar, and becomes garkoppar ; that which is not 
pure copper paffes again into another furnace *, this firft procefs generally takes up fix 
hours ; it is however of longer or fliorter time according to the purity of the_copper. 
The copper is laid in bars, with the coal above, in crucibles /haped like an inverted 
cone ; at the bottom is a bed made of charcoal and clay, mixed together as at Sahla. 
There are fix crucibles and furnaces for this operation in three {hops, each of which has 
four workmen. When the copper is m a ftate of fufion, the fiift fheet or layer is fufieicd 
to cool in the open air, afterwards on the others water is thrown, and the whole is with¬ 
drawn by layers, which become fmaller and fmaller on account of the lhape of the cru¬ 
cible ; thefe are laid in piles one above another; the crucibles contain about 40 layers 
more or lefs: the fineft particles of copper rife and adhere to iron bars placed infide 
the chimney, from which they are afterwards withdrawn. Each furnace has an iru¬ 
men fe bellows worked by water. Nothing but charcoal is ufed, of which there are 
large vvarehoufes full; the annual confumption is twelve thoufand lafts, each of twelve 
tons. There is another building, in which are two machines that work eight peftles 
for pounding the clay and charcoal, of which the bed of the crucible is made, and to 
which many particles of copper adhere; afterwards this dull: is walhed the fame as 
at Sahla. Between thefe two pounding machines you pafs under a vault, whence falls 
a very pretty fmall cafcade. In another building are fix hammers for flattening the 
copper into {heets: there are befides fmaller hammers for thofe ftieets of which copper- 
pans and other utenfils are made. In the fame place with the hammers for flattening 
are alfo two furnaces, one contains a veffel in which the metal is fufed, whence it is la¬ 
dled out and poured into moulds made of charcoal, clay, and iron mixed together; in 
thefe it cools, and while yet red, it is withdrawn from the moulds and placed beneath 
the hgmpters. It is afterwards heated anewfeveral tiroes until it be fuffigiently flattened: 
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the fecond furnace is for the latter purpofe. The largefl Iheets are three yards 
anti a half long by two yards broad. The moulds are of a great or fmaller fize, 
according to the intended dimenfions of the Iheets. Copper in Iheets colls from 6 to 
„ filing's * per lb. The canal which fupplies the manufactory with water is inter- 
fefted l>y a number of Hakes of moderate height, in order to flop the courfe of the ice 
at the top, and prevent its hindering the flowing of the water: with this precaution the 
works have not been interrupted by the moft rigid winter. In the laft war between 
England and France Four thoufand two hundred fchippunds t were annually refined, 
three thoufand fix hundred of which were made into iheets for coppering fhips ; at 
other periods no more than three thoufand fchippunds are manufactured. The other 
three thoufand worked at Fahlun are made into brafs. Here is a magazine of copper 
iheets; adjoining one of garkopptiK, both inconfiderable. lhe iheets for coppering 
fillips are five feet long by eighteen inches wide; they are packed for the convenience 
of tranfport, in the fame manner as glafs, and are fent to Wefteros, whence they are 
Slipped for Stockholm ; where they can ufe fledges : they are fent to the latter place 
by land. The loading of a fledge is at moft but three fchippunds,,and the expenceof 
tranfport to Stockholm, fixteen and a half miles diftanr, is 12 copper dollars per fchip- 
pund. Between the two magazines is an office where you write your name, and where 
it is ufual to be weighed : this is a fpecies of contribution under which you are laid, and 
of which you are quit for half a rix-dollar. We law here coinages of copper defigned 
for Poland and France, which required nothing but the ftamp; we were enabled to learn 
what was the charge; they are fent to the merchants of Stockholm who forward them. 
At this manufactory alfo all forts of iron work are eflfeaed. A common faw-miU for 
cutting planks. In another building two cylinders in metal, for rolling of copper into 
Iheets, particularly Iheets for coppering of Ihips ; in front of thefe cylinders are fur- 
naces in which wood alone is ufed; and under the fame roof a heavy hammer with a 
furnace; a pair of hand fliears to* cut the copper Iheets with, and one of a larger fize 
worked by water. A building containing an iron forge, in which is a furnace and large 
hammer. Another for coinage : the machine for cutting the pieces of copper confifts 
of two wheels^ each having eight bands fitting each other, of the breadth cf the intended 
coin, the Ibeet is paffed between thefe two wheels, and is cut by them into eight rib¬ 
bons’ ; thefe are puffed between the cylinders to give them the requifite thicknefs of the 
intended coin, and are afterwards placed between two pieces of iron which cut them 
with the greateft lacility and give them the requifite fliape; this machine, 01 veiy Ample 
conftruction, is worked by water: there are two, one correfponding with the other. 
From a fmall neighbouring efplanctde you behold a fall of the Dahl, which is very broad; 
in order that water may never be wanted, a cut has been contrived to the manufactory 
with a lock. Never fince 1768 has there been any Swedilh coinage, unlefs oi Pellet, a 
coin peculiar to Dalecarlia, worth a {killing and a quarter. I here is a building in which 
are two common calks full of holes, into which the pieces cut as above deferibed,^ aie 
thrown to poliffi by means of the motion given by water to the calks, over which fmall 
gutters conflantly throw water: the pieces receive polifh Amply by friction, afterwards 
they are dried in fmall furnaces; this laft operation is of very fiiort duration, an hour, 
or at moft an hour and a half, this done, the pieces are ready to receive the impreffion. 
In the fame place is a machine for the falhioning of cylinders, an apartment in which 
women are occupied in feparating the bad and good pieces of copper, whence they aie 

» From 7<1. to B id. per pound. Copper in England lias been as high as igr 1 . is now, 1807, at 13d. 

\ About fix hundred tons. 
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put in calks and fent to Stockholm. A very fmali warehoufe of tea and coffee urns, 
bronzed in the Englilh ftile; the manner in which it is done is kept a fecret, all we 
learned was, that the different articles were daubed over with a brufh with various 
colours. A place in which pots and pans, &c. are manufactured. It contains a fur¬ 
nace, five working benches, and feveral anvils. In the court is a wooden horfe for the 
punishment of diforderly workmen. 

A hundred workmen are employed, who receive by the fchippund of work done, ac¬ 
cording to what defcription of work it may be, from io to ioo {killings: 40 {killings 
are thus divided, the foreman has fix dollars, the headman under him four, the fecond 
three, and the lad two dollars. We faw a child there whofe hair was abfolutely green, 
the refult as we were told, of his being expofed to the vapours of copper. Before 1777 
this manufactory belonged to the crown ; it was then granted to the proprietors of the 
mine of Fahlun. 

The town contains feven hundred inhabitants ; the pavement here is as deteflable as 
in other towns of Sweden, where it is worfe than in any other country. 

At a good half league from Afveftad, are the brafs works of Biitrfors, belonging to 
Mr. Vahrendorf. There are five in Sweden at the following places, Norkiceuping, 
Nikceuping, Gufum, and Skultuna ; of the laft, which we faw, we {hall fpeak as we 
proceed ; the method is the fame ufed in all, the only difference of them is, fome furniih 
more brafs than others. 

Provided one have time, an excurfion may be made to Norbcrg , two miles diftant* 
Here it is that the new canal of Stromjholm begins, which ends in the Mceler lake: in, 
another chapter we fhall fpeak of it in the order of our travels. 

Norberg. A quarter of a mile from this village are mines, famous not only for the 
variety of veins and the quantity of ore they produce, but alfo for the curious minerals 
they afford ; yet mu ft it not be expeCted that all the poffible variety of minerals will be 
found here in one day : amateurs will have occafion for fome time to examine all the 
produce of the mines and what may be gathered from the rubbilh, and fpite even of 
fuch delay, fome rare pieces may efcape them which are only met with occafionally and 
at intervals in the veins. The mines are chiefly of iron, there are fome copper, but 
thefe moftly abandoned: here in the mineral kingdom are found hematites of a blueiih 
colour, folid, lamillated, micacious, fine grained, and fparkling: thefe varieties are prin¬ 
cipally found in quartz. Black iron ore, fometimes of a finning furface, granulated in 
fine grains, cryftallized in polygons, octaedra. cubes, and rhomboides. Native copper 
arborized in folid and fuperficial branches: native copper is fometimes met with in Gri- 
fsllan mine among the iron ore. Superficial mountain blue. Mountain green. Copper ore 
of a red, azure, greenifh yellow, and pale yellow colour. Green, white, and violet colour¬ 
ed fluorin oftaedral cryftals. Mineral pitch. Druzes of topazes, differently clonded. 
Druzes of pale amethyfts, of cryftals of grey and white quartz ; the cryftals are rarely 
priftnatic : fometimes however common rock cryftal is met with, although final 1. White 
and grey quartz. Red feldtfpar in hexagonal plates, with fhort points of three facets ; 
thefe cryftals are frequently covered with a quartz, like cryftalline cruft. Stal/ic'm , or 
■white tin ore in fine grains, white in the mine, but which blackens when expofed to the 
air. At a mile and a quarter from Vejlanfors, is a copper mine defer ted, a furnace and 
iron forge. After this excurfion, you return to Afveftadt. 

From Afveftadt we proceed by Grecian to Sorter, three" miles and a half diflant. 
The roads were not in good order on account of- its thawing, (in April) notwitb(land¬ 
ing the banks were yet covered with*a quantity of fnow, particularly on the fecond ftage 
which traverfes a very long for eft. On leaving Afveftadt you have a charming profpect 
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as you trvael along the banks of the Dahl, till you arrive at a floating bridge, which the 
lighted: carriage caufes to fink in the water. Half a mile from Grodceu, you pafs the 
flanks of the little town Hedemora, at which there is a powder-mill, but which contains 
nothing worthy of remark. 

Scster-, an extremely fmall town, contains no more than from three to four hundred 
inhabitants, and deferves to be vifited merely on account of the mine of Bipjberg, in its 
neighbourhood: it is fituated a league diftant from the town, in a dire&ion of W. N. W. 
Although of much greater anceftry, it is unnoticed in hiftory before 142c. Before the 
time of Guftavus Vafa, it belonged to the two towns Hedemora and Hulby, the Bilhops 
of which enjoyed the revenue from them ; but that Prince took it for the ufe of the 
crown at the time of his feizing upon ecclefiaftical property. Owing to fome carelefs- 
nefs of the miners in the feventeenth century, it was entirely deftroyed, and remained 
thus in ruins for twenty years j when the crown conceded its right to any who chofe to 
work it anew-, it was confequently worked again in 1697; at prefent the Awgerjicim 
are the chief proprietors, Mr. Vahrendorf has a fourth; it does not even pay a tenth 
to the King. This mine is exceeding rich, yielding annually from twenty to twenty-one 
thoufand fchippunds of iron, its dividends are 60 to 70, and even 80 per cent. Danne- 
mora mine does not produce fo rich an ore, although it be more eafy to work ; the 
veins run from eaft to weft; the greateft depth of the mine is eighty fathoms ; it has 
four galleries or bottoms : the firft, Benzelsband , the fecond, Adolphus Frederic, the 
third, Guftavus the 3d, and the fourth, Guftavus Adolphus, the Prince-royal, the 
breadth of the gallery of the latter name is feventeen fathoms. Independent of thefe 
grand galleries, there are feveval worked which are fmaller. It has three principal 
Ihafts $ one for the workmen alone, another may be availed of near the hydraulic en¬ 
gine, but this is a bad defeent, and only fervesfor the workmen employed at the pumps. 
You delcend to the interior of the mine by tolerably commodious fteps. In afeending 
from the loweft gallery, you have to go up three ladders of fifty, forty-three, and thirty- 
four fteps, before you arrive at the ftables; on reaching the ftables, you are fenfible of 
cold, which fenfation arifes from the vicinity of the pumps. On leaving the ftables, 
you mount again by three other ladders each of thirty-fix fteps; you afterwards find 
five others of thirty, thirty-fix, thirty, twenty, and thirty fteps, after which you arrive 
at a door of communication with the pumps; here being come to day light, the torches 
are extinguifhed though you have ftitl two ladders to ai'cend, one of forty, the other 
of thirty-two fteps; the firft is very damp: the whole number of ladders are thirteen, 
and of fteps four hundred and fifty-two. The mouth by which you defeend is about 
twelve feet over; it takes from two hours to two hours and a half to make the tour of 
this mine. The ore here is found in extreme large metallic maffes not very difficult to 
work; in many places it is reduced to powder : the works of the mine appear to be 
very well underftood, yet did we experience dampnefs in certain parts : there is a gate 
midway of the depth of the mine, which is fliut on holidays, which gate we had a diffi¬ 
culty in getting through, on account of a pool of water before it. Notvvithftanding the 
immenfe quantity of ore which is extracted from the prefent galleries, three new ones 
are begun ; thefe are filled works of fpeculation. The fubterraneous vaults are large 
and handfome, in no part are you obliged to ftoop; you mull be cautious in palling 
fuch parts where wood has been burnt to mollify the ore, as you may otherwife be fuf- 
focatefl with the fmoak and heat which remains for a long time afterwards; in this opera¬ 
tion much wood is ufed and very little gunpowder. No more than thirty workmen are 
employed in this mine, twenty of which are conftantly at work: the ore is fent to dif¬ 
ferent parts to be melted. The principal place, Nijhyttan> is a mile diftant from the 
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put in calks and fent to Stockholm. A very fmall wavehoufe of tea and coffee urns, 
bronzed in the Englilh flile j the manner in which it is done is kept a fecret, all we 
learned was, that the different articles were daubed over with a brufh with various 
colours. A place in which pots and pans, &c. are manufactured. It contains a fur¬ 
nace, five working benches, and feveral anvils. In the court is a wooden horfe for the 
punishment of diforderly workmen. 

A hundred workmen are employed, who receive by the fchippund of work done, ac¬ 
cording to what defcription of work it may be, from io to 100 {killings: 40 {killings 
are thus divided, the foreman has fix dollars, the headman under him four, the fecond 
three, and the lad two dollars. We faw a child there whofe hair was abfolutely green, 
the rcfult as we wei*e told, of his being expofed to the vapours of copper. Before 1777 
this manufactory belonged to the crown ; it was then granted to the proprietors of the 
mine of Fahlun. 

The town contains feven hundred inhabitants ; the pavement here is as deteftable as 
in other towns of Sweden, where it is Worfe than ill any other country. 

At a good half league from Afveftad, are the brafs works of Biinfers, belonging to 
Mr. Yahrendorf. There are five in Sweden at the following places, Norkioeuping, 
Nikoeuping, Gufum, and Skultuna ; of the laft, which we faw, we Aall fpeak as we 
proceed; the method is the fame ufed in all, the only difference of them is, fome furnilh 
more brafs than others. 

Provided one have time, an excurfion may be made to Norbcrg, two miles diftanr. 
Here it is that the new canal of Sironjholm begins, which ends in the Mceler lake: in 
another chapter we {hall fpeak of it in the order of our travels. 

Nsrberg. A quarter of a mile from this village are mines, famous not only for the 
variety of veins and the quantity of ore they produce, but alfo for the curious minerals 
they afford ; yet muff it not be expefted that all the poflible variety of minerals will be 
found here in one day : amateurs will have occafion for fome time to examine all the 
produce of the mines and what may be gathered from the rubbifh, and fpite even of 
fuch delay, fome rare pieces may efcape them which are only met with occafionally and 
at intervals in the veins. The mines are chiefly of iron, there are fome copper, but 
thefe moftly abandoned: here in the mineral kingdom are found hematites of a blueiih 
colour, folid, lamillated, micacious, fine grained, and fparkling : thefe varieties are prin¬ 
cipally found in quartz. Black iron ore, fometimes of a {Inning furface, granulated in 
fine grains, cryftallized in polygons, oclaedra, cubes, and rhomboides. Native copper 
arborized in folid and fuperficial branches: native copper is fometimes met with in Gri- 
fsllan mine among the iron ore. Superficial mountain blue. Mountain green. Copper ore 
of a red, azure, greenifli yellow, and pale yellow colour. Green, white, and violet colour¬ 
ed fluorin ofiaedral cryftals. Mineral pitch. Druzes of topazes, differently clouded. 
Druzes of pale a me thy Its, of cryftals of grey and white quartz j the cryftals are rarely 
prifmatic : fometimes however common rock cryftal is met with, although fmall. White 
and grey quartz. Red feldtfpar in hexagonal plates, with fliort points of three facets ; 
thefe cryftals are frequently covered with a quartz, like cryftalline cruft. Staljiehi , or 
white tin ore in fine grains, white in the mine, but which blackens when expofed to the 
air. At a mile and a quarter from Vejlanfors, is a copper mine defer ted, a furnace and 
iron Forge. After this excurfion, you return to Afveftadt. 

From Afveftadt we proceed by Grodceit to Sater, three miles and a half diftanr. 
The roads were not in good order on account of- its thawing, (in April) not with (land¬ 
ing the banks were yet covered .witira quantity of {'now, particularly on the fecond ftage 
which traverfes a very long foreft. Or. leaving Afveftadt you have a charming profpect 
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as you trvael along the banks of the Dab/, till you arrive at a floating bridge, which the 
lighted: carriage caufes to fink in the water. Half a mile from Grotkeu, you pafs the 
flanks of the little town Hedemora, at which there is a powder-mill, but which contains 
nothing worthy of remark. 

Safer, an extremely fmall town, contains no more than from three to four hundred 
inhabitants, and deferves to be vifited merely on account of the mine of Blpjberg, in its 
neighbourhood: it is fituated a league diftant from the town, in a direction of W. N. W. 
Although of much greater anceftry, it is unnoticed in hiftory before 1420. Before the 
time of Guftavus Vafa, it belonged to the two towns Hedemora and Hufby, the Bilhops 
of which enjoyed the revenue from them ; but that Prince took it for the ufe of the 
crown at the time of his feizing upon ecclefiaftical property. Owing to fome carelefs- 
nefs of the miners in the feventeenth century, it was entirely deftroyed, and remained 
thus in ruins for twenty years; when the crown conceded its right to any who chofe to 
work it anew; it was confequently worked again in 1697: at prefent the Angerjleim 
are the chief proprietors, Mr. Vahrendorf has a fourth; it does not even pay a tenth 
to the King. This mine is exceeding rich, yielding annually from twenty to twenty-one 
thoufand fchippunds of iron, its dividends are 60 to 70, and even 80 per cent. Danne- 
mora mine does not produce fo rich an ore, although it be more eafy to work ; the 
veins run from eaft to weft; the greatell depth of the mine is eighty fathoms ; it has 
four galleries or bottoms: the firll, Benzehband, the fecond, Adolphus Frederic, the 
third, Guftavus the 3d, and the fourth, Guftavus Adolphus, the Prince-royal, the 
breadth of the gallery of the latter name is feventeen fathoms. Independent of thefe 
grand galleries, there are feveral worked which are fmaller. It has three principal 
lhafts; one for the workmen alone, another may be availed of near the hydraulic en¬ 
gine, but this is a bad defcent, and only fervesfor the workmen employed at the pumps. 
You defcend to the interior of the mine by tolerably commodious fteps. In afcending 
from the loweft gallery, you have to go up three ladders of fifty, forty-three, and thirty- 
four fteps, before you arrive at the (tables; on reaching the ftables, you are fen fib !e of 
cold, which fenfation arifes from the vicinity of the pumps. O11 leaving the ftables, 
you mount again by three other ladders each of thirty-fix fteps; you afterwards find 
five others of thirty, thirty-fix, thirty, twenty, and thirty fteps, after which you arrive 
at a door of communication with the pumps; here being come to day light, the torches 
are extinguilhed though you have ftill two ladders to afcend, one of forty, the other 
of thirty-two fteps; the firft is very damp : the whole number of ladders are thirteen, 
and of fteps four hundred and fifty-two. The mouth by which you defcend is about 
twelve feet over; it takes from two hours to two hours and a half to make the tour of 
this mine. The ore here is found in extreme large metallic mafl'es not very difficult to 
work; in many places it is reduced to powder: the works of the mine appear to be 
very well underftood, yet did we experience dampnefs in certain parts: there is a gate 
midway of the depth of the mine, which is Unit on holidays, which gate we had a diffi¬ 
culty in getting through, on account of a pool of water before it. Notwithftanding the 
iinmenfe quantity of ore which is ext rafted from the prefent galleries, three new ones 
are begun ; thefe are filled works of fpeculation. The fubterraneous vaults are large 
and handfome, in no part are you obliged to ftoop; you mu ft be cautious in palling 
Inch parts where wood has been burnt to mollify the ore, as you may otherwife be fuf- 
focated with the fmoak and heat which remains for a long time afterwards; in this opera¬ 
tion much wood is ufed and very little gunpowder. No more than thirty workmen are 
employed in this mine, twenty of which are conftantly at work: the ore is fent to dif¬ 
ferent parts to be melted. The principal place, NiJ/jyifan, is a mile diftant from the 
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mine. An amateur may meet here with the following articles : iron ore-granulated, in 
very friable grains. Lamillated hematites of a blueilh colour. Molybdene, Quartz. 
Druzes of quartz. Mineral pitch. Fibrous fchoeiie, and coarfe and hard amianthus. 
It will be feen there is no great variety of curious matters. 

The mountain in which this mine ia fitualed is not very lofty, notwithftandiug which, 
the project it affords is delightful; from the houfe of the inlpector, when the horizon 
is not overclouded, you may dillinguilh the fteepls of Fahlun ; the pumps are perceived 
at a very great dillance, and extend over a large fpace. 

From Sceter to Qratigue is four miles and a half to the Weft. Here are large and 
curious mines of iron ; but you have to return thence the fame- way you go, and the 
road has nothing to recommend it. 

From Sceter you may make a flight ^xcurfion to I.cefos, where is a filver and copper 
mine, final 1 but interefting ; it is fituated in the pariQi of Skleder ; here is found na¬ 
tive filver very rare. Galena in cubes, fcaly, and fteel grained. Yellow copper ore, 
blende, arfenical pyrites, calcareous ftone, fluor of different colours, rather fearce, rock 
flint, and rock horn: after leaving the mine, and vifiting the foundry, you return to 
Saeter. If the traveller fliould have leifure, he may take a turn on the oppolite fide to 
Grengiefberg, where are feveral iron mines, and where fome curious minerals may be 
had; fuch as iron ore, black and folid, granulated, in fine grains and micacious of vari¬ 
ous very lively colours, blue, green, golden, and yellow, cryftallifed in octaedra in the 
body of the common ore. Solid hematites of a blueilh colour, latnillated and cellularly 
cryftallifed, and nrcacious and fparkling. Mineral pitch. Micacious and ftriated pot¬ 
ter’s ftone. Calcareous cryftals of fpar in flat hexagons, piled irregularly one above 
another, and covered with very fine druzes of quartz. Druzes of quartz enveloping 
iron ore in fuch manner, that the pieces feem like broken nuts of iron ore glued over 
with cryftallifed quartz. If defirous of vifiting this mine, the Ihorteft way will be from 
Hedemora , as well as to go to that of Garpenberg , a mile away on the other fide of the 
Dahl, near a fmall lake thefe are mines of copper which have been worked for a very 
Jong time, but which at prefent are on the decline; they belong to Mr. Vahrendorf: 
in thefe are found copper ore of grey, yellow, and pale yellow colour. Teflilated and 
fcaly galena. Blende. Green fpar, fometimes enamelled at the furface with yellow 
copper ore. Potter’s ftone of different forts. Norrka quartz, or potter’s ftone, en- 
crufted with garnets : after vifiting the foundry at this place, yon return to Hedemora. 

From Sceter to Fahlun, through Naglarby, is three miles and a half; you return by 
the way paffed over before, pal's by the fide of the mine which is left at the right, and 
afterwards under the gutters of the pumps; along the whole of this ftage you meet 
with chinks which prefent infallible indices of a confiderable revolution in this quarter, 
they obliging you to make too long circuits, which much lengthen the road you have to 
pafs : a little beyond Naglarby you crofs the Dahl, but ere this you find yourfelf clofe 
upon Turn, a mine of zinc and filver, which was prolific in the time of Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus, and from the produce of which he made his prefents; at prefent it is deferted. 
Nearer to Sceter js the old filver mine of Silver get, now abandoned ; two miles from 
Tuna is Gagnef , where Ioadftones of great virtue have been found} but of thefe at pre¬ 
fent none are to be met with. After crofting the Dahl, we left the great road and turned 
to the right at a place called Ornoes, half a mile diftant j after going over a bridge 
acrofs a river and coafting a very pleafant Jake, we came to the houfe wherein Guftavus 
Vafa was concealed in 1520, when purfued by the fatellites of Chriftiern. 

This houfe, the conftru&ion of which is Angular, has been conftantly preferved in its 
-primitive ftate; the ftaircafe is on the out fide, in the fecond ftory is the room which 
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was occupied by Guftavus; it is tolerably large, and almoft perfectly fquare, on the two 
fidcs of die door on the infide, are the two faithful grey Dalecarlians dreft in white wool¬ 
len cloth, and armed from top to toe, with the fugar-loaf hat worn by them at the time; 
by the fide of them and near the bed is the faithful do medic who conftantly followed 
the fortune of Guftavus; he himfelf is in the corner oppofite to the door handing armed 
under a canopy, in. his right hand he holds his general’s ftaff, and his left is placed on a 
bible on a table on which are his helmet and gloves ; every thing belonging to the bed 
has been preferved ; above and on the Tides of the door as well as tbofe of the bed are 
infer!ptions in letters of gold analagous to the events of the life of Guftavus I.; near 
the bed is the genealogical tree of his houfe, continued to Guftavus III., although his 
immediate race was long before exi in gui filed; Guftavus ILL bearing relation to him 
onlv by the female fule. Around the chamber are foine geographical charts, and rather 
coaife portraits of the Kings and Queens of Sweden from the time of Guftavus Vafa. 
You are afterwards fliewn the privy in which he was concealed, and whence he efcaped 
to effect the union which afterwards took place at Mora. The lake offers the mo ft 
plealTng point of view imaginable: a curious traveller will not mifs the opportunity of 
noticing this houfe, and certainly will find it highly interefting fince it ferved as an 
afylum to one of the greateft men who ever graced the throne or human nature. 

The tranflators of the fecond travels of Mr. Coxe, has made him commit a number 
of errors in his defeription of this houfe, fuch even as make it doubtful if he were fuf- 
ficiently well acquainted with the Englifh to have attempted a tranflation. We advife 
eur readers moreover to give no greater credit to the relation of a Dutch officer, who 
affirms (page 165, in 8vo. laHaye, 1789,) “that you muft turn out of the highway for 
half a mile, and travel over a dreadful road and frightful mountains in order to arrive 
there.” We have before had occafion to point out a number of errors in this work, and 
are far from having enumerated the whole. Were the road even as bad as is deferibed, 
ft ill would the traveller, if poffeffed of a particle of curiofity, feel himfelf induced to vifit 
this interefting houfeit is however no more than a lhort quarter of a league out of the 
way, nor are there either frightful rocks or precipices between. 

You begin to ftnell the fulphur at a pretty confiderable diftance from Fahlun: there 
we arrived in the middle of the night, and from the number of open furnaces burning 
for the purpofe of grilling the ore, thefe feemed to us a general conflagration. The 
mitt over the mouth of the mine is very thick; the road runs by it and even under the 
fpouts of the pumps. 

Fahlun, the capital of Dalecarlia, is a town of no great fize, containing but four thou- 
fand inhabitants. Its charter is dated 30th October, 1641: it pofleffed charters of earlier- 
date, that is to fay 1608 and 1624, but thefe were granted, principally that trials might 
be made, and have been amended in the charter firft mentioned. The church built in 
1650, is covered with copper, which covering has already been, renewed three times. 

The traveller, if he lie provident, will write beforehand to fome merchant in order to 
procure lodging, (a number of people let apartments at fo much per diem,') for owing to 
the fmall number of ftrangers who vifit this place,'there is but one inn in the fquare 
near, the church, which it is true is a tolerably good one, but which may perchance be 
full, as we found the cafe. The only object of curiofity in this town is the copper mine 
and its pertinences: thefe certainly recompenfe you for your trouble, which on our part 
we were no ways difpofed to regret. 

The famous mine of Kopparberg is at the diftance of five hundred toifes from the 
town : its origin is unknown ; its muft ancient exifting charter is that of Magnus S/nek, 
jn 1347, which afeertains that there were anterior charters. At different periods it has 
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experienced damage, the falling in of parts of it in 1789, lafted for two days. The great* 
eft depth of the mine (in 1791,) was one hundred and eighty-nine fathoms* The main 
fbaft, the depth of which is forty, included in the one hundred and eighty-nine, and which 
the laft fall has fomewhat diminifhed, is two hundred fathoms long by one hundred and 
twenty broad ; you defcend to this by-a wooden ftaircafe formed on the rock, and at 
the ext remity of this large opening you find the entrance into the mine : perhaps there 
is none in the world the defcent of which is lefs fatiguing ; it has ftaircafes the whole 
way to the bottom, the laft twelve fathoms excepted, down which you go by an iron 
ladder j this is the inoft unpleafant part of the defcent, or rather the only one that is at 
all fo, it conducts you to the deeped part called Armfeldfs hole . The ftaircafes are 
fo convenient that even the horfes employed in the mine, twenty-two in number, go up 
and come down them ; but when by any extraordinary accident the ftaircafes become 
impaffable, they are let down the great pits by means of cords, in a fpecies of harnefs 
made on purpofe (for the Chriftmas review.) Some years ago the new ftaircafes not 
being yet compleat and the old one being unfit for longer for vice, they were drawn up 
and let down conftantly in this manner. The following are the different galleries you 
find in going over the mine, and their depths from the ftimmit of the ftaircafe of the 
great opening: the gallery of Bonde forty-two fathoms* Of Tilas forty-three. A fmall 
gallery at prefent abandoned, owing to the fall of the roof in 17S9 ; the vault now en- 
creafes in fize as you arrive at the ftaircafe of Guftavus III*; a diny road with a little 
ftreamlet; the vaults are fix feet high and from four to five broad. The gallery of 
Sophia Albertine, fixty-five fathoms. The gallery of Prince Charles , feventy.two: vaults 
of mafonry. The gallery of the Flotte y eighty-eight: here you diftinguifh a vitriolic fmell 
proceeding from a communication with the ffraft of Guftavus" Adolphus j here is a 
forge, a furnace, and an anvil. The gallery of Mars , one hundred ; here you feel a 
ftnart breeze, and are offended by a very difagreeable fmell The North gallery one 
hundred and nine. The gallery of Prince Guftavus one hundred and nine ; they are 
at work in this at prefent. The Brother one hundred and ten. Rolamb one hundred 
and ten ; a large vault where they are now at work, they have fiipported the roof by 
means of fcantling, and at prefent are compleating the boarding, having removed the 
cords. The Ball of Council one hundred and eighteen; here you find tables and a 
chandelier, here it was the King [topped and wrote his name in 17S8, on the 20th of 
September, on feme pyrites found in the mine, which is framed and glazed. He de¬ 
fended into the thine alfo in 1755 and 1768. Here as you afeend it is cuftomary to 
take refrefhment, which we were enabled to do through the civil provifion of Mr, Gahn. 
The gallery of the Gfown one hundred and eighteen ; this has a communication with 
King Fredericks fhaft. The Crofs , one hundred and twenty-three, has a very hand/ome 
vault, in which there were men at work j this is the bottom of Frederic Adolphus’s 
fhaft; here we faw the ore tranfported on poles fattened together, and laid on a carriage 
with fix wheels, two of which are under the load. The gallery of the Polar Star one 
hundred and forty-nine. The gallery of Count Frederic one hundred and forty-nine. 
Of Count Charles one hundred and forty-nine. Of Stierncrona one hundred and eighty- 
two : the appearance of this pit is very curious $ its machinery is worked by horfes. A 
diftance beneath is a communication with the previoufly mentioned pit. The gallery 
Frit one hundred and fifty feven fathoms deep, communicates with the pit Stierncrona : 
a machine worked by a horfe, with a furnace and anvil. The gallery of the Cavalier 
one hundred and fifty-eight fathoms, Leyonmarck one hundred and fixty-eight. Baron 
Armfeldt one hundred and feventy-three, Grefye galerie one hundred and fixty-eight. 
At the extremity you come to the iron ladder which leads to Armfeldfs hole . The earth 
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of the mine is not a mineral earth ; the whole of the ore is concentrated in one fpot not 
in vein, but metallic mafles ; that upon which they are at prefent at work is imagined to 
be of conic form, notwithftandmg the oppofite aflertion of Mr. Jars, in his metallurgi- 
cal travels, a work in many rei’pefts deferredly edeemed, yet which at the fame time is 
not exempt from errors. Of pyrites that anfwer the magnet, found in the mine, there 
is none but that of a greyifh call, nor of any other defcription but the greenifh and the 
whitifh yellow; the firft of thefe two contains copper alone, in the proportion of from 
24 to 50 per cent; and on the proportionate mixture of thefe three pyrites, is it that 
the richnefs of the ore depends. The kf ver flag, or greyilhpyrites (mifreprefented by 
Mr. Jars as reddifh,) never contains any copper. 

Beneath is given an account of the expence of the mine from 1779 to 1788 together 
with its produce. 
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The ore of Fahlun is poor, it was much richer formerly, fn the feventeenth century 
the produce of the mine exceeded twenty thoufand fcbippunds: at prefent the ore 
yields no more than two per cent, of metal. Thegreat mine has four wells by which the 
ore is drawn up, that of Adolphus Frederick, that of King Frederic, that of the Count 
deCreutz, one hundred and twelve toiiesdeep, and that of Count Wredc. The fecoud 
is one hundred and twenty toifes deep. There are fix tubs, two hydraulic engines, and 
one for the pumps. The machines for raifing the ore are nine in number. The great 
mine is divided into five diftricts, which are to be reduced to three. Each diftrict has 
two infpectors at a falary of 100 rix-dollars. The great mine and the free mines, 
(that is to fay thofe which belong to individuals, and pay no duty to the crown) are 
united, (the fecond paragraph, page forty-fix, of the work of Mr. Jars is untrue.) The 
cord ufed for the well of King Frederic, weighs feven fchippunds : it might be better 
made. The workmen are prohibited defcending by the means of the tubs, the vitriolic 
liquid eating the cords, and even the iron chains ; the fir ft are of leather and laft about 
a year. Laft year (1790) two hundred fchippunds of lead were extracted from the 
mine, eight hundred marks of filver (the nrft trial), and two hundred ducats value of 
gold. 

The ore which contains filver is heated in a reverberating furnace, in which by the 
aftion of the blaft-pipe on the fire the lead calcines and becomes litharge; the filver 
when fufed falling on the afhes of which the crucible is made. . ■ 

The mine is divided into one thoufand two hundred lharesfor the interior work alone > 
the price of a fhare of late years has been from 166 to 190 rix-dollars. 

Below the product for the laft twenty years is given. The firft fiun indicates the divi¬ 
dend of each fhare, and the fecond the expence of each fhare hpl'ien for the extraction 
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of the ore, exclulive of the workmen, which are not comprized therein. The expence 
of the mine is paid in part by the fliare-holders, partly by the public chefl of the fociety, 
and the profits arifing irom the fale of five parcels from each lottery; of this we fhall 
fpeak presently. 

The following fums are in copper dollars, 18 to the rix-dollar. 
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The "water-works are extremely well imagined. The water is fornijflied by three 
•neighbouring lakes, which, divided into nine channels, ferves to turn as many wheels, the 
linailefl: of which is twenty-nine French feet in diameter, and the largeft forty. There 
is no interruption to their working, even in the moft rigorous winters. Thefe lakes alfo 
furnifli the water requifite for thirty copper furnaces. A river which runs through the 
town ferves twenty others, and by means of the lake, which has a communication with 
the Dahl, and which flows byFahlun, the fuel is tranfported which is ufed in the mine 
and furnaces; within a quarter of a mile from the town, and the town itfelf, there are 
fixty, and half a mile from the town, are ten others. Gunpowder is continually ufed 
in the mine; the report. of it is loud, yet not fo much fo as related. They kindle 
fires of wood in the mine once a week; thefe are lighted on Saturday noon, and bum 
all Sunday, and part of Monday, fo that the fmoak is not fufficiently difperfed to allow 
the labourers to go to work, and consequently to permit your vifiting the mine before 
Tuefday morning. There are four hundred workmen employed who are paid by the 
ton, and earn from five to fix rix-dollars per month. Let us now examine the procefs 
the ore undergoes after its extraction from the mine. 

Roafting and melting. The firfl; roafting takes place in the open air, in a plain between 
the mine and the town, in furnaces made of common ftone, with openings round the 
tides; thefe are of different dimenfions, and may hold from one hundred to two hun¬ 
dred and fifty tons of ore. At the bottom of the furnace a double layer of wood is placed, 
and the ore upon it in a pyramid of great or fmaller elevation. This procefs appeared 
to us to be very flovenly j it lads from fifteen to twenty days. The effea of the roaft¬ 
ing is generally the expulfion of the fulphur, and the calcination of the iron to a certain 
degree when that is fublimed. Part of the fulphur at the fame time is decompofed, and 
fome of its acid adheres to the iron ; in this ftate the iron is very fufible, and forms by 
admixture a black metallic glafs, which ferves mollly as a very powerful flux, for the 
greater part of fhe ftones which adhere to the ore, from it poflefling this property,not all 
bur only a part of the fulphur is expelled at the firll roafting. At the firft fufion which 
fucceeds the roafting, that part of the iron which has loft its fulphur is converted into 
the metallic glafs before mentioned, which diffolves and melts at the fame time all ftonv 
matter, forming thus a matter called fcerice, which being fpecifically lighter than the 
more metallic part,-floats at the'top in the crucible, and runs off as they continue filling 
it by an opening in front of the furnace called the eye. At the bottom of the crucible 
the more metallic part of the iron is found united with the copper, and ftill retaining 
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its fulphur, forming a fort of ore or richer pyrites of copper, purged from all ftony 
matter, and called in Swedilh JkierJlein y which matter, contains from tenUo fifteen pounds 
of copper per quintal, in lieu of two, which was the proportion in the rough {late. This 
Jkierjlein or concentrated and purified ore,which is let out from the furnace by means of 
a hole in the fide, as foon and as often as the crucible is full, is afterwards mailed four 
or five times, in order that ail the remaining fulphur may be lubliraed. On thefecond 
fufion which follows this fecond mailing, all the remaining iron is converted into fcoria, 
fo that copper alone remains at the bottom of the crucible, yet mixed with from 8 to 1 2 
per cent, in the whole, of iron, zinc, lead, arfenic, &c. all of which are afterwards fe- 
parated at the refinery at Afveflad. The fecond malting, which requires four or five 
fires, takes place in a houfe flickered from the inclemency of the weather, requiring 
much more care and attention in managing the fire than the former. The furnaces 
employed for founding are from ten to fourteen feet higher than the crucible ; thofefor 
mailing are kilns, fomewhat refembling thofe. ufed for lime in France, walled in on 
three tides and open at the other. If inftead of two roaftmgs and fulions the fame re- 
fult were fought to be effected by one procefs, there would be a rifle of lofing too much 
copper in the fcories, of having the copper extracted too much combined with iron, 
and other heterogeneous matter, and confequently of a much greater lofsat the refinery; 
for in all chemical preparations when there is a great difproporrion in the matters re¬ 
quired to be feparated, (as here between the iron and the copper, the one containing 
two percent, of the one and fifty of the other) the extract of neither can be had exafldy 
pure or free from heterogeneous mixture by a Angle procefs, fo long as fuch a difpro- 
portion exilts. Thefe different mailings and fulions for converting the ore into copper 
take up altogether about fix months. 

To be qualified for a founder a man mull abfolutely be a proprietor, the holder of a 
certain portion of land, and poffefs a Ihare in a foundry. The founders undergo ex¬ 
amination before certain numbers of the council of the mines, nominated for the pur- 
pofe. Their profits are no more than one rix-dol!ar per fchippund, and fometimes even 
they are lofers; formerly, but this happened very rarely, they gained from five to fix 
rix-dollars; all however depends on the price which is paid for the ore at public auc¬ 
tion ; commonly of late years thirty tons of ore have produced a fchippund of copper j 
rarely has it happened that twenty-fix-or twenty-eight tons have yielded that quantity. 
The expence of founding is generally half a dollar per ton as an average price; each 
founder commonly produces from 200 to 300 fchippunds annually. The ton of ore 
is 6 t V cubic feet of Sweden ; the ton of charcoal at Fahlun is 5 cubic feet, but in 
every other part of Sweden it is the fame as a ton of ore. Eighteen tons of charcoal is 
one horfe’s draught, and colls commonly from 3 2 to 36 and 40 fchillings. la 1790, the 
price was 56 fchillings, and in 1791, 48, on account of the mildnefs of the winter, and 
the Ihort duration of the fledge feafon. The crown furmfhes nearly 30,000 ftig, at a 
certain price, viz. 8ooo at 20 fchillings,.and the refidue at 18. This iupply is brought 
in by the peafantry of the eight neareft parities, as a commutation for territorial con¬ 
tribution, and the capitation tax. The whole confumpdoa is about 70,000 Jlig y which 
the peafantry are paid for in the following manner:— 

The ore from the mine is divided into fixteen lots, one of thefe lots is affelfed by a 
comptroller, and ferves as an eftimate for the reff, which are drawn for by lot (five of 
the fifteen ferve to pay expeaces); this diih ibution takes place four times a week. T he 
crown was wont to receive the fourth fchippund until 17 70, it now receives no more than 
the eighth. 
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The officers are a prefident, a matter of the mines, two jurors, a fifcal, a matter of 
the engines, eighta comptroller for dividing the ore, a number of book-keepers, 
and at the weighing engine an infpector on account of the crown. The council of the 
mine fits twice a week; as often as any occurrence takes place of any importance regard¬ 
ing the fociety, it aflembles and gives its advice. 

Here a variety of ores, rock, and other (tones are found in abundance, that is to fay, - 
precipitate of copper, yellow copper ore, fteei grained, fcorise grained, white copper ore, 
yellow, hepatic, grey, black, very much impregnated with iron, yellow in odtaedra, en- 
crufted with mica ; iron ore of a blackifh caft, which anfwers the magnet, very rare y 
and odhiedrai encrufted with mica, Hkewife attrsifted by the magnet, cryftallized gyp- 
fum, rhomboidal and prifmatic, martial pyrites, fometimes in a cryftallized (late ; mineral 
pitch, rather rare, fluoric cryftallized gypfum, and white ftriated calcareous fpar, gra¬ 
nulated calcareous {lone, rock garnets, garnets cryftallized in dccaedra, fometimes as 
large as a man's head, (Mr. Gahn has one of an enormous fize ;) a rock of fibrous ftri- 
ated and (tarry fchoerle, potter's ft one, granulated and folid quartz, un&uous and dry; 
amianthus, galena fraught with filver in large cubes and fcaly, fcaiy blend, blue, green, 
and white native vitriol, the latter very rare; zeolites very friable, and of a brick colour ; 
fometimes among the fcorise you meet with curious matters among other cryfialsof the 
fame form as the bluifh cellulary hematites. 

Vitriol manufa£lory. In 17755 by private contract, a privilege was granted tq three 
perfons to make vitriol; the water from the mine is received in a refer voir, and thence 
conducted by a canal to fix compartments, made on a very high wooden feaffbld, one 
hundred and twenty-eight feet long ; thefe canals have a number of holes on each fide 
to admit the water to drop over faggots of three feet breadth, fome lying and others 
ereft, made of birch for want of other wood ; fixty-fix cocks let out the water, into the 
fix compartments of the canal, which is about two feet broad from one extremity to 
the other, perhaps an inch more at the entrance of the firft compartment ; this flight 
increafe of breadth, however, we conceive,'has been accidental, although the fize of the 
compartments might be lefs by degrees frnce the volume of water decreafcs* The water 
is then let into the firft compartment, whence it falls into another refervoir, through t he 
chinks ; it is carried back into theTecond, whence it drops again into the third refer- 
voir, and fo on to the fixth, when it is plain it will depofit moil of vitriolic matter, the 
quantity encreafing at every frefli exudation. The fpedfic gravity of the water being 
1280, on coming from the mine is reduced after the graduation to 1250, or at moft 
1 2 60- In winter the works are fufpended, After this operation it is put into leaden 
boilers with iron, to precipitate the copper, and faturate the acidity of the vitriol, where 
the water is evaporated for the fpace of twelve or thirteen hours, whence it Is conveyed 
into bafons to clarify, in which it depofits its fediment: to prevent the too hidden 
cooling of the matter, thefe bafons are made of wood coated with clay, and are covered 
with planks ; in thefe it remain^ from fix to twelve or twenty-four hours, according to 
the gravity of the water; from thefe bafons jt runs by means of fpouts into others to cryf. 
tallize, wherein it is fuftered to remain fourteen days, at the expiration of which the vi¬ 
triol remains at the bottom, on the fides, and adhering to (ticks placed in the bafons; if 
any fediment yet remains it is heated anew; the eryftals are laid on an inclined plain 
for the water to efcape : the lye or firft matter which is not cryftallized is poured into 
a well apart,* whence it is taken to be heated again with frefli lye.. In order to dry the 
eryftals they are laid on (helves of four ft cries, and in two or three days, according to the 
feafon, it is effected; the quantity of vitriol annually made is eight hundred fchip- 
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punds, which fell at Stockholm for three rix-dollar.s, thirty-two fchillings, per fchip- 
pund. 

Precipitation of the copper. In order to precipitate the copper in the vitriolic water, it 
is fufl'ered to fall repeatedly over old iron by different cafcades, each about twelve feet 
high, and difpofed like ftairs ; this water afterwards circulates in a number of fmall 
channels furnifhed with old iron, and laying on level ground. 

Red colour. To make this they begin with waffling the earth, which is afterwards baked 
in an oven for twelve hours ; with this they paint their houfes, mixing with it a fmall 
quantity of vitriolic water, mixed with flour and boiling water, which is the moft genera! 
prafHce, or mingle with it oil of flax, which is a snore expenfive mode; it is alfo mixed 
with boiling vitriolic water, and a little pitch, or with pitch alone for painting the doors 
and roofs : with pitch and oil of turpentine, or oil of turpentine alone; this colour 
preferves wood from rotting from the generation of mofs, &c. it cofts two rix-dollars 
the ton, of eleven lifpunds Viet; a thoufand tons of it are annually lent to Stockholm. 

For the information he afforded us, and his civility in accompanying us over every 
part of the works, we are highly indebted to Mr. Gahn ; yet do we advife all who may 
receive letters of recommendation to this gentleman, to procure from him whatever 
they may be defirous of knowing before they leave Falilun; for in fpite of the moft 
formal promifes, notwithftanding we ourfelves had furnifhed him with valuable docu¬ 
ments, of which he was highly folicitous, we yet were unable to obtain from him one 
Angle anfwer to the numerous letters we wrote to him, as foon as he had gained from 
us all he wifhed. Travellers cannot too ftrongly imprefs on their minds that nine tenths 
of thofe perfons who have lhewn them the greateft civility, forget them by the time of 
their arriving at the firft ftage : this we have generally experienced, notwithftanding 
we have every where met with kindnefs. From Fahlun to Elfdal, by Mow, is eleven 
miles. 

Mora is a very confiderable parilh, fmee it contains nearly fifteen thoufand inhabitants, 
but what renders this place the moft remarkable is its being that where Guftavus Vafjt 
harangued the Dalecarlians, from a ftone which is ftill lhewn, and where he affembled 
the troops with which he drove Chriftian If. from Stockholm. What gives further in- 
tereft to thefpot, Guftavus III. in 1778, harangued the fame people from the fame ftone, 
with equal perfuafion, and obtained front them the like afliftance, with yet a remarkable 
difference, that the enemies againft whom Guftavus III. folicited their fuccour, were not 
Danes. Mora is on the road to Elfdal, where are fituated thofe famous quarries of 
porphyry, fo highly deferving the attention of every curious traveller, ft is met with in. 
many different mountains, always in layers, and of various colours, fuch as black, grey, 
red, and brown; with white, red, and green veins. This porphyry is very hard, and re¬ 
ceives a moft beautiful poliffi; it is found in great abundance ; the quarries are five in 
number. The mods of formation of this ftone, which cannot be ranked among mar¬ 
bles, but rather with jafpers, contributes to render it greatly varied ; hence each quarry 
is of a different complexion and coinpofition. Porphyry of a browmfhor blackifh red, 
with fmall white ftones, is that of which the largeft blocks have hitherto been found. It 
is precifely fimilar to the porphyry called Leucoftrios, deferibed by Pliny. In 1730 it 
was a matter of doubt whether or not Dalecarlia produced porphyry, and authors began 
difputing, fome affirming, others taking the negative. This difpute was determined at 
length in 1786, when the fenator. Count de Biclke, then prefident of the college of mines, 
propofed an affociation of 1500 fliares, at 5 rix-dollars each. This project was adopted, 
and the quarries were begun in May 1788. The five quarries vary in the colour and 
veins. Some blocks are from four to five ells fquare. There are even flattering hopes 
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t f finding green and blue porphyry, dependant on the form of the pebbles, which are 
met with in abundance. On this fpot and in the neighbourhood rock pebbles are 
alfo found, red jafper, filicious brecbes or pouddingues, among others one of deep brown 
porphyry, with knots of pale red. A quantity of granite, not fo handfome as that of 
the neighbourhood of Stockholm. The Hone is tjranfpprted on fledges during the win¬ 
ter, and in fummer on waggons, as far as Wefteros, where it is embarked for Stock¬ 
holm. 

We fhall enter into a detail of this interefting eftablilhment. The direction of it on 
the fpot is committed to a very capable perfon, (Mr, Hagftrceum,) for whom care fliould 
be taken to be provided with letters of recommendation. There are a hundred men 
employed by the day, befides a great number who work by the piece in chipping the 
blocks. A labourer’s pay is from fix to nine fchillings per diem. The work effected 
in the firft years of the eftablifhment can afford no juft idea of its poflible perfection, 
fmce the expence of the different parts of the proceis is to be regarded, the mills-, laws, 
polifhing machines, &c. The method ufed for feparating the porphyry is the fame as is 
adopted in Italy. The pieces are traced with fteel pointed inftrmnents, which are after¬ 
wards feparated by wedges driven by main force. At this manufactory all forts of uten- 
fds are made, tables, vafes, mortars, in one word you may have made whate ver you 
will by ordering it at the office edabliflied for the purpofe at the mint at Stockholm. .4 
table of thirty-fix inches by eighteen, cofts 30 rix-dollars; twenty-five by feventeen 
one-third, 18 rix-dollars, of which 12 are paid for workmanfiiip; eighteen by twelve, 
9 rix-dollars, the workmen are paid 6. A vale of eighteen inches perfectly well turn-, 
ed and hollowed, cofts 40 rix-dollars; of fourteen inches, 26 rix dollars; of twelve 
inches, 2$ rix-dollars; the prices are rather below thefe at prefent Small articles are 
in the fame proportion, although in general the larger coft but little more on the fpot ; 
thus the latter afford a profit of at Jeaft 50 per cent, while the former pays no more 
than 4 or 6. This eftabliflnnent deferves minute attention. The traveller fhould con¬ 
trive to plan his excurfion fo as to have ic take place either in fummer or the feafon 
tor fledges; although in the latter the fnow will prevent the fight of a number of in¬ 
terefting objefts, particularly the ftone at Mora. Soon as the thaw begins this road is 
impaffible. You have to return to Fahlun by the fame road. On the way you may 
vifit the copper mine of Mortamberg, in the parifh of Rattvick, which has been but re¬ 
cently opened. In it you find copper ore of a grey colour ; fometimes in azure, green, 
yellow and Hghtifh yellow cryftals; mountain green; galena in fmall quantities ; mar¬ 
tial pyrites; mineral pitch ; very flender druzes of quartz ; white quartz ; calcareous 
fpar ; potter’s ftone; and amianthus in flender veins. In walking through the 
parifti of Rattvick you often find folid calcareous ftones filled with petrifactions, fuch as 
orthocerathites, fometimes replete with mineral pitch, and calcareous fpar, frequently in 
cryftals; fhells and corals of different forts, and very rare lithnites. From Mortam- 
berg you may proceed to Self berg, where a (mail vein of galena is worked, which is in 
a flight degree argentiferous. The vein yields galena, red and yellow blend, lapis cala- 
minaris, calcareous fpar, breche of calcareous (tone, and black flate, fometimes mixed 
with galena; and lumachelle , or calcareous ftone mingled with petrified (hells, with 
which alfo a portion of galena is fometimes blended. From Silfberg to Ofmmidfberg, 
a pretty confiderable mountain, containing folid calcareous ftone; idem, in form of 
balls, impregnated with petroleum, and occafionally hollow, and lined infide with cal¬ 
careous fpar in druzes ; fluid, yet thick petroleum •, bituminous flate, frequently full of 
minute petrifactions; blue clay, containing a flight portion of filver; fuller’s earth ; 
and martial pyrites. 
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We cannot take leave of Fahlun without an acknowledgment to Mr. Nordin , the go¬ 
vernor of the province, for the kindnefs he fliewed us. During the whole of our flay at 
that town he made his houfe our home. 

This is the feafon for giving fome account of this province and its inhabitants. 

Dalecarlia is a large province, eighty leagues long by fixty broad at lead. Tillage 
lands arefcarce in it, and in confequence it is far from being peopled in proportion to 
its extent, containing little more than one hundred and twenty thoufand inhabitants. 
Its mines and forges are its principal and almoft only wealth ; but in this country, in¬ 
terfered by lakes, forefts, and torrents, dwells a brave and loyal people, at all times 
attached to their fovereigns and to freedom ; for they do not regard fuch union as in¬ 
compatible. In Dalecarlia, above all other parts of Sweden, is the remembrance of its 
valiant deliverer cherilhed. The peafant, the artifan, the people at large, all of them 
talk of Guftavus Vafa: they call to mind that to their anceftors it was he owed his 
crown. It exalts" their imagination, and they fpeak of it with pride and pleafure. This 
people, nearly as rude as their mountains, pofleffes the fame rugged manners, the fame 
chara&eriftics. Free as heretofore, they deem the chains of flavery infupportable. At¬ 
tached to their King, they look for a chief in him and not a mailer: ever ready to ftep 
forward in his defence, the Dalecarlian of the prefent day has proved to Guftavus III. 
that he has not degenerated. The Dalecarlians poffefs the right of fhaking hands with 
the Princes of the blood royal, and even with the King himfelf upon meeting with 
him : to this we were eye-witueffes at Haga one day while attending His Majefty, who 
had the goodnefs to affure us of the truth of the exiftence of this cuftom. The Dale¬ 
carlians are divided into black and grey; a denomination arifing from their drefs, which 
is perpetually of one or the other of thefe colours. 

From Fahlun to Qefie is thirteen miles; you pafs through Strand, XJpbo , Smedby, 
Rmurjhyttan, Sarjlad Afen, Hmitgbo , and Beck : there is a different road, Ihorter by two 
miles and a half, but which is only paffable in the fummer time. 

You pafs over nearly the fame road before traverfed on leaving Fahlun, for the poft- 
oflice of Upbo is but half a mile from Sceter, on the oppofite fide of the river. In the 
third ftage you crofs the Dahl three times over a floating bridge. From Smedby to 
Sarftad a very woody country. At Roeurfliyttan is a confiderabie forge, and a number 
of others between that place and the fucceeding ftage, particularly at a large village, 
near a river, which you crofs over a bridge. Before you reach Sarftad, you come to 
a barrier, which divides Dalecarlia from Geftrieie. We were very well accommodated 
at Sarftad, where we flept. Half a mile from Sarftad, out of the road, are the iron 
mines of Torfceker, of great extent. In them are found black iron ore granulated ; 
galena blended with the iron ore j martial pyrites; garnets, both large and fmall, 
but full of chinks; rocks of garnets, calcareous fpar, and quartz. At half a 
mile from the mines is a mountain called Kioerberg, which yields black garnets, min¬ 
gled with calcareous and granulated white fpar, forming very pretty but very friable 
maffes. The works of this mine are fuperb ; the galleries admirable, and highly de- 
ferving of notice. From Roeurfhyttan to Gefle there are a greater number of villages, 
and many houfes {landing by themfelves in the country, the refult of the number of 
mines and forges. The roads likewife are better, and here and there you fee fome 
fields of com. At the beginning of the lafl: ftage you pafs a bridge, and another be¬ 
fore you arrive at Gefle; the letter of ftone, with a baluftrade of iron, and an inferip- 
tion, importing that it was built in 1772, under the adminiftration of Mr. Spar re, in com¬ 
memoration of the revolution. 


Gefle. 
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Gefle. A fraall town, of from five to fix thoufand inhabitants; it is more confider¬ 
able than Fahlun, and much more pleafant from itsfituation on the gulph of Bothnia. 
Its port is formed by a long jetty, from the extremity of -which the profpeCl is delight¬ 
ful. A canal paffes through the town. Its trade is confiderable, fo much fo, as to 
make it rank the third in the kingdom for the extent of its exports, and at leaf!: the 
fourth in point of importation. Very large quantities of iron are fliipped hence. In 
1787 fifty-two veflels belonged to this town, carrying fix thoufand fix hundred and for¬ 
ty-two tons. Uddevalla and Vilby poifefs more (hipping,, but the firft exports fcarcely 
any thing but filh, and the tonnage of the fecond is not fo great. 

At Gefle there is a public fchool. The town-houfe is a handfome building. Mr. de 
Cronfledt, governor of G eft ride, has cauled a map of this province to be engraved, ■ 
which is admirably performed ; we cannot fay the fame, however, of the duties of ci¬ 
vility to ftrangers addrefied to him; this flight blemifli, however, we look upon as 
more than compenfated by his conduct towards, and his zeal in the caufe of Gufta- 
vus III., who has not one fubject more grateful for favours received than is Mr. Cron- 
liedt. 

Some miles diftant in the neighbourhood of Gefle, towards the weft, are the forges 
of Tollfors , Walbo, Mafagu and Mackmura, Forjbacka and Hceugbo : on the north thofe 
of Ojlotlprfs, Wiforfs , and Ax m ar . Continuing the road to Torneo, you traverfe the 
forefl of Tynnebfo-heden , which feparates Geflricie from Helfingie. In this laft province 
are the towns of Soeuderhamn and Hudvifkfvall. In the fil'd is a manufactory of arms. 
Within reach of the great road are the forges of Longvind, Iggefund, Gnarps, Mafugu , 
and Franizhamar. 

In the province of Medelpad is the town of Sundpuail ; it is watered by the rivers 
JShtrunda and Jndahh. In the village of Bergc, in the parifh of Timero , is (hewn a ma¬ 
chine after the Dutch falhion, which cuts the metal for coining by means of water. 
The forges of Galjtmum , Limgdceun, and Oviken are fituated in this province. 

The capital of Angermania is Ilernofand : it is the governor’s refidence, as well as 
that of the bifliop, and contains, moreover, an ecclefiaftical confiftory and a public 
fchool. This province produces a quantity of flax, and is famous for its mode of 
spinning and working it. The moll confiderable river bears the name of the province. 
The forges of Utanfmu , in the parilh of Hotugzmu, and Olosforfs in that of Nordrualing , 
are upon the high r-oad. 

The following towns are contained in the province of Weftrobothnie, Umeo, the re¬ 
fidence of the governor; Piles, that of the military governor; Luleo and Borneo ; the 
latter known by the fojourn made by the academicians fent thither in 173.6 to determine 
the figure of the earth. It contains thefe different forges: Horleforfs, in the pari/h of 
Umeo; Robenforfs, in that of Bygdeo; Melderjieil in Beleo; Svajken and Kengh, 
ten miles north of Torneo. Hither mu ft you repair if defirous of feeing the fun unin¬ 
terruptedly for days together; but this pleafure will be dearly bought by the fatigue 
of the journey from Torneo, arid particularly the additional inconvenience you will ex¬ 
perience if you fhould travel to Ruflia down the eaftern fide of the gulph; fince you 
will have to traverfe an imtnenfe extent of country, entirely deftitute of all refources, "im¬ 
mediately after you leave the fea. Another fuperior vexation is the prodigious quantity 
of infeCts of every kind, which fwarin through the country in the two or three months 
the fummer lulls. One fpecies of fly in particular draws blood. The inhabitants 
obliged to be upon the rivers, have no other means of protection againll them than by 
covering their face with a kind of maftic. For the reft, the whole road from Gefle is 
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as fine, and the poll duty as well regarded as in any other part'of the kingdom. It is 
a difmal country to travel through, on account of the immenfe forefts through ttrivch 
you go, but in which you are perfectly fecure, as well by night as by day, travelling 
through that part of Europe hitherto the leaft infefted with depravity. 

It will be necefTary the traveller fhould he provided with letters addrefled to the dif¬ 
ferent governors, who will facilitate his obtaining lodging throughout their provinces: 
generally it is the clergy who receive travellers, and all who have made this journey 
concur in fpeaking highly of their kindnefs and attention. 

If curious to traverfe a part of Lapland, and puls over to Norway by the mountains, 
the infi.ruftions fubmitted at the dole of the following chapter may be followed in full 
reliance; but above all, the adventurer mu ft be inured to fatigue, and-refolved on lub- 

mhting to great privations for the fpace of a month at leaft. 

From Gefle to Sudersfcrs is live miles and a half, by Elfscarleby and MehedL Be¬ 
fore you reach Elfscarleby, you pafs the Dahl in a boat with oars; the poftillions are 
ufed to leave you at the banks, but this mult not be allowed, on account of the next 
poft-houfe being at fettle dillance from the oppofite bank, whither you mult either re- 
f G ]ve on walking, or wait poflibly fame time for horfes. A quarter of a mile beyond 
Elfscarleby. you follow a narrow road at the right, which leads to the cataract; it is 
commodioiifly feen from a faw-mill on the fide, and ftill better from a frnall houfe 
built much lower down, on the brink of the river, for falmon filhing, (the fifhery is 
farmed for 7000 copper dollars). This catarad is very curious, and with refped to 
the mafs of water precipitated, is more confiderable than that of Trolhoetta, but with 
refpeft to the circumjacent feenery is poflibly lefs pidurefque; there are, neverthelefs, 
fome great trees, which form a charming perfpeftive, and we recommend both one and 
the other to the traveller’s obfervance. Almoft the whole of the remainder oi the 
{tape is through a foreft. You turn to the right in order to reach Mehsde ; from Me- 
hede to Sudersfcrs is rather a bad crofs road. On arriving at Sudersfcrs, you- pafs 
over a wooden bridge acrofs the Dahl, near which is a very pleafing cafcade; from 
it you have an admirable view of the whole breadth of the river, which is extremely 

vide. . . , 

Sudersfcrs is an efiate and confiderable forge belonging to Mr. Grill; this is tiie 
only forge in Sweden at which anchors are call, and what renders it Hill more intereft- 
feg, the procers ufed here is entirely different to thatin practice elfewhere, where an¬ 
chors are made ofbar or wrought iron, whereas here it is made at once in a mould, of 
call iron. It is affirmed, that anchors made in this manner are at leaft equal in goodtiefs 
with others; they for certain aa*e lefs expenfive, the iron undergoing one fufimi lefs by 
the latter procefs. Three thoufand fchippunds are annually manufactured, one thou- 
fand of which into bars, and two thoufand into anchors; as many as two thoufand 
four hundred have been made occafionally, and even once three thoufand two hundred 
during the war between France and England ; the latter is the iargeft poffible quantity 
that can be manufactured. The ore comes from Dannemora, which is the caufe of the 
excellence of the iron from this forge, as well as in others that ufe it: this ore on its 
arrival is at firft broken, (that at leaft which is in too large pieces,) and is afterwards 
carried into the oven into which it is to be thrown: of thele there are two in the open 
air for roalting the ore; one is forty-two feet wide by twenty-five; the other, oT the 
fame form is fome-what lefs; both feven feet in depth : the walls are of brick made from 
fcor'ue ; a layer of wood is laid of the whole extent of the bottom, and as high as the 
walls, which is kept burning for the fpace of four weeks ; each procefs of the firft oven 
furnifhes a fupply for feven weeks to the great furnace, and of the leffer oven for five 
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weeks and a half. The ore, upon its being withdrawn, is pounded by a large ham¬ 
mer and thrown into a fieve, whence the (melt part falls into a bucket fattened to an 
iron chain, which carries it to th'e large furnaces. When this large furnace is once 
heated it continues fo for about fix-and-thirty weeks, more or lefs, without interrup¬ 
tion ; after which a new crucible becomes requifite. The fules of the furnace, al¬ 
though of bricks made from fcor'ue fixteen ells in thicknefs, require renewal every four 
years- When once the furnace is kindled it is fupplied every hour with a tatt of char¬ 
coal and a fchippund and a half of ore, divided into eleven equal parts. The iron fufes 
in about fifteen hours : in the beginning this procefs is very little produ{five, but it in- 
creafes by degrees as the furnace augments in heat, and at length produces, when in 
full aftivity, about one hundred and twenty fchippunds of iron weekly. The bellows 
arc worked by a wheel twenty feet in diameter. When the ftrengtli of the flame is 
confidered, which proceeds from the mouth, one is attoniflicd at the little hurry of the 
workmen in emptying their barrows of charcoal: fmall and dry as it is yet does it ne¬ 
ver in ft ant ly take fire even in the middle of the flame. The great, ft attention is ne- 
ceflary in throwing the ore on the charcoal; as a little too much or too little might in¬ 
jure the fufion and have a material influence on the quality of the iron. The metal in 
fufion is let off every eleven hours. A channel is made in hot fand of equal dimen- 
fions with the orifice, where the molten metal flows, and the divifions are marked 
agreeably to the length defired to be given them: it does not run to fo great a length 
as in France, feldora more than two feet. The fand is kept hot for the purpofe of pre¬ 
venting accidents, which however in extreme cold weather occafionally happen. The 
furnace each time it is (truck yields leven or eight fchippunds. In lefs than a quarter 
of an hour afterwards the iron, having refumed a degree of firmnefs, is railed and re¬ 
moved for its cooling with greater difpatch ; fhortly after it is thrown into a cifteru 
lined with wood, and repeatedly filled with cold water on account of its being made to 
boil inftantly upon the firft immei fion : from this ciftern a prodigious (team arifes, and 
by the fide of it you feel a kind of trembling underground. Near this is a building in 
which the raw iron from the procefs is founded j for this ufe there are three furnaces, 
one hammer and a furnace for fmall anchors. 

In another building are eight furnaces, fix of which for founding the raw iron, and 
two for large anchors. The chimneys of the furnaces for the anchors are fufpended in 
the air. In this forge are three hammers. During the war between England 
and France the demand there was could not be anfwered, notwithftanding all the eight 
furnaces were kept wholly employed upon anchors. The largeft hammers weigh two 
fchippunds and a half; the extremity alone is of tempered Iteel. For hammering the 
anchors a hammer is likewife fometimes ufed larger than a fledge hand hammer, called 
Hercules ; it is entirely of iron, and has the fit ape of a club. Ofthefe there are different 
fizes; the largeft weigh nearly a fchippund. They are raifed, by means of pul lies, by 
two men, and are directed by another. There is here a machine in fhape of a crane, 
at the end of which hangs an iron chain ; it goes on a pivot, and is fo true that two 
men are all that are required for moving the largeft anchor and placing ;t on the anvil, 
in the pofition defired for its receiving the blow. We have omitted to mention a fur¬ 
nace in the open air, in which the fcor'ue from the three fmall furnaces are molten 
anew; in which fcorite a large quantity of iron is found yet to remain. It is but lately 
that this furnace has been employed. 

The anchors are tranfported by land to Elfscarleby, on account of the cataratt; the 
largeft, which weigh thirty fchippunds, require eight horfes, and can be moved’only 
upon fledges; thofe of twenty fchippunds being the heavieft which can be tranfported 
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otherwife. Some years the larger anchors have been fent to Stockholm all the way by 
land in order to forward them the quicker. They colt from 16 to 19 and 20 nx- 
dollars the Schippund, according to-their fize. Ihe iron at from 7 M08 rix-dollars. 
The mark on the anchors is a crown, beneath an S, and in finaller charafters a C and 
a G The annual confumption of the manufactory is twenty tboufand laits oi charcoal, 
twelve tons to the laft; the price of each of which is 21 ichilhugs. Each furnace re¬ 
quires twenty men when large anchors are forged, who are relieved every twelve 
hours: the other furnaces feldom employ more than three men. lo forge latge an¬ 
chors requires at lealt" thirteen or fourteen days. At Sudersfors as much Iteel is ma e 
as is neceffary for the workmen’s tools: the obftacle to their manufacturing more ts 
of fa-coal, which is very rare in Sweden. (The Count de Ruuth has met 
with it on one of his ellates in Scania, but it is of an indifferent quality.) A headman 
earns 50 rix-dollars per annum ; befides thefe wages he is furmfhed with a houfe to 
live inf has his grain afforded him at half price, and provender tor tour cows, the 
other workmen 4 Schillings per diem, an habitation, and provender for one or two 
cows. The eftate not fupplying of itfelf a lufiicient quantity of grain, although two 
miles in extent, the proprietor is under the neeeffity ot purchasing annually two thou- 
fand tons. Upon the eftate there is befides a mill for fawmg planks, and admail dock 
for building of (loops and boats ; eight large ones we faw, carrying each one malt. 
To thefe mu ft be added every trade requifite to a colony feparated from fociety, iucii 
as carpenters, wheelwrights, glaziers, &c. The Mary of the mailer of the furnace is 
100 rix-dollars: he is paid more than any other workmen, his work being the molt dif¬ 
ficult of any. At Sudersfors there are about 600 perfons, from 120 to 130 of whom 
are employed at the forge. The total expence of the eftablithment is 35,000 nx-dol- 
lars. As to the fori*, of which the bricks are made, they are run when m a lute of 
fufion into moulds of the form required ; thefe bricks are very durable. At Sude - 
fors we were fhewn a building cafed forty years before with thefe bricks, whuh had 
received no injury from time. At Fahlnn experiments of a fumlar defcnption have 
been made without luccefs, the fcorim at that place being too brittle and too ^ghly im¬ 
pregnated with fulphur. Many houfes at Sudersfors are covered with the bark of the 
birdi tree, over which thefe Teonas are laid to keep the bark level. This mode of covet¬ 
ing houfes is the molt ceconomical, but makes the roof prefs more heavy on the tim¬ 
bers. The maladv to which the workmen are moft fubjeftis the erifipelas in t ^ , 
owing to their being employed in fi thing when not occupied at the forge, and their being 
much e.xpofed to the wet. For the fervice of the forge twenty-eight horfes are kept. 
Near the bridge bv which you firft enter is a lockfmith s fhop, with one menace and a 
fmall hammer. On the fame premifes are a turner’s lathe for wood, and a brick or tile 
kiln, a biackfinith’s fliop, a granary, a flour mill, and a charitable eftabhfhment ror file 
widows of the men employed at the forge. From the bridge you have a Pleafing 1 lew 
of the new church : this is a pretty building, and capacious enough ; it is built of bric^ 
with the tingle exception of the foundation of caft fioria. Men were employed m le¬ 
velling the ground about it and erefting a very thick wall for an mebfure, on w hich it 
is intended to raife iron palifades. Near the church a cemetery and chamel-houfe is to 
be conftruded: the carcafe of the building was complete in April 1791. 

The manfion is a very modeft wooden building, painted tone colour; it is ot one 
finale ftory, with twelve windows in front: already has it flood a hundred ycais. lie- 
fore it are two fmall pavillions, built likewife of wood, painted led, an or one 01 y 
alfo. Between the manfion and the building is an extreme iniall parterre* n 
firft ftory is a fmall gallery, or rather corredore, in which are a number ot anuna * 
fluffed, Lch as the elk, rein-deer, &c. In the middle of the caftk is a gkfs wwer, 
vol. vi. 3 p 
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whence you have a fine profpefl, but which the bad weather that reigned while we 
were there prevented our enjoying. Adjoining to the principal building is a tolerably 
large kitchen garden with lorae final 1 hot houfes, at the extremity of which is a palif- 
fade, through which you have a delightful view of the river; in this fpot it is .amazing, 
ly wide, and more refembles a lake ltudded with iflands than a river. - On the fide of 
the manfion, in a fmall pavillion, we faw a collection of three or four hundred birds 
fluffed, and a pretty apartment of (hells. The catalogue of thefe two colleClions is 
printed, but the proprietor is daily making additions to them. In the fame apartment 
is a library of books relative to natural hiftory ; in the billiard-room on the fide fome 
impaled animals, fuch as the fox, the glutton, a white fox, another white and grey, a 
wild cat of a large fize called a lynx, &c. 

We cannot fpeak too highly of the kindnefs of Mr. Grill, at whofe houfe we lived, 
and with difficulty were fullered to lodge at the inn at which we arrived. He (hewed 
us every thing himfelf with the greatell politenefs, and explained every thing with the 
utmoft civility. Willingly would we have had to fpeak as favourably of him with re¬ 
gard to his collection of medals at Stockholm : but after giving a formal promife to 
(hew us them he put us off from one day to another, and finally gave for anfwer that 
they were packed up and could not be (hewn. This brings to memory the expreffion 
fo well known— he fsewed himfelf a brave man fuch a day —and proves that politenefs 
may fometimes be ephemeral. 

From Sndersfors to Upfal is feyen miles and a quarter, by Tfre, Lebu , and Hozugfla. 
You travel almoft wholly on the eftate of Mr. Grill for the drift ftage, tracing back the 
road by which you came for about three quarters of a mile; afterwards you turn to 
the right, and having gone further three quarters of a mile you find yourfelf again on 
the high road to Upfal. Half a mile before you reach Yfre you pafs over a bridge 
acrofs a river, and a quarter of a mile beyond another, the parapets of which are of 
iron; from this you have the profpeCt of a number of charming cafcades. In order to 
reach the poft-houfe you leave the high road on the left, and join it again by a crofs 
road. On this ftage you notice one of the largeft plains in Sweden : thence to Upfal 
we traverfed plains and a well cultivated country ; a quarter of a mile before you ar¬ 
rive there you pafs by the fide of the church of Old Upfal, celebrated in the days of 
paganifm, but at prefent abandoned. We faw afterwards feveral heaps of ftones, under 
which, according to tradition, fome ancient kings lie buried. 

Chap. XIII. — upfal. — The Cathedral.—Univerfify. — Cabinets. — bi/lrudions for travel¬ 
ing the Alps of Lapland. 

UPSAL, formerly the capital of Sweden, at prefent of Upland, is a very fmall city, 
and contains fcarcely more than four thoufand inhabitants, exclufive of the ftudents, 
the number of which, as is the cafe of all univerfities, occalionally differs, but which 
may be generally eftimated at five hundred at leaff. From the caftle, a tolerably large 
but irregular building, you have a very fine view of the town and country ; and thence 
it is that you are enabled to form the beft eftimateofits extent*. A river runs through 
it which has a communication with lake Mceler, and which is of benefit to the very tri¬ 
fling commerce carried on by the town. Notwit h (landing the inconfiderablenefs of its 
trade, if the extent of the city be regarded, it is very well inhabited, for independent of 
thofe, who from their fituations are obliged to refide here, fuch as the Governor, and 

* We did not notice by the fide of the gate# the tun full of water, which is dcfcribtd by the Dutch 
traveller (Le Voyageur Hollandais). 
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the Archbifliop, (Mr. Trolly a well informal man, formerly Biffiop of Linkceuping, and 
author, among other things, of Letters on Iceland, a work much dleemed, and which has 
been tran Hated into French',) a number of Swecfifh noblemen have taken up their abode 
here, fame to be nearer to their eftates, and lame to avoid the expence and tumult of the 
capital. Among thefe we have to notice in particular the Senator, Baron Geet\ formerly 
Secretary of State for foreign affairs: we have to thank him for the obliging manner 
in which he received us. foreigners entirely unknown to him, but (till more for the ac¬ 
quaintance of a well informed, affable, polite man, in whofe fcciety the curious travel¬ 
ler could but acquire great advantage, IJpfal on many accounts is deferring of being 
feen ; in order to notice all, a flay of at dead three days will be reqmfue; this city is 
mtereffing were it only for its giving birth to Linnscus and Bergmanii, A liouie is 
building in memory of Linnaeus at the royal gardens, which ferve for a public pro¬ 
menade. 

The cathedra! is the larged and handfomeft church in Sweden ; of it this affertioii 
might make a perfon who had not feen the others form rather a high opinion ; but 
having viewed them it will be readily conjectured that better might be erected.- which 
yet fhould be far from perfect. This church is however truly remarkable on account 
of the tombs it contains, which, although no mailer pieces, are imerefting, as they re¬ 
gard the hiftory of the country. The church is two hundred and thirty feet long from 
the extremity to the altar; beyond which is a chapel of fotne depth: its width is one 
hundred and eight feet; it has three naves, and chapels all round it: in that behind 
the great altar is the tomb of Guftavus Vafa and his waves ; his children and grand¬ 
children are interred in the one adjoining. In’ this John III. was buried. The monument 
over his tomb, erected by Sigifmund, was made in Italy ; but the veffels carrying it to 
Sweden being fhipwrccked onthecoaft of Dantzick it was tranlported thither, where it 
remained near two hundred years; it has been brought hither only within thefe few 
years: it is no honour to the arts, and was in a bad ftate. In another chapel are the 
iepulchres of the families of Oxenjikrn and Stenbock. In another two beautiful Sarco¬ 
phagi in marble to the memory of Charles de Geei\ Marflial of the court, and his lady ; 
his buft alfo in white marble, on the fragment of an antique fluted column, eredted by 
his wife. The tomb of Stare and his two fons, killed by order of Eric XIV. The fe- 
pulchre of the fir ft wife of Sigifmund. On the right of the great altar are the relics of 
St. Eric, and nothing elfe remarkable. Linnaeus is inhumed beneath a ftone near the 
door without any inferiptton or even his name (whatever the Dutch traveller may ad¬ 
vance to the contrary). In a fort of cave adjoining the church is a wooden idol of the 
God Thor, which does not appear fo ancient as faid to be, with the chalice, crofier, &c* 
prefen ted by Pope Atix III. to the fir ft bifhop of UpfaL 

The univerfity of this city was founded by Sten Sture the elder, in 1476, who ob¬ 
tained permiffion for the purpofe from Sixtus IV., and took the inftitution at Bologna for 
his model. The adminiftrators and fenators confirmed the bull of Sixtus IV. (of the 
28th of February 1476?) on the 20th July 1477, an ^ granted to this academy all the 
privileges enjoyed by the univerfity of Paris. In 1624 Guftavus Adolphus affigned * 
them eftates under the direction of the confiftory of profoffors. The revenue was then 
25,000 crowns, of 3 dollars ; but this fum is now nearly tripled: it is however depend¬ 
ant on the feafons. The univerfity appoints two profeffors, called Mrarii^ to manage 
its property, who retain their places for two years, when one of them goes out. There 
are four faculties, viz, four profeffors of theology, (there were five,) who at the fame 
time compofe the eccienaftical confiftory, two of jurifprudence, thirteen of philofophy, 
and four of medicine. The new profeffors are : one of theology, one of private occo- 
* 3 p 2 nomy, 
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nomy, and one of eloquence and politics; the others eftablilhed In 1751 are, one of 
chetmftry, and one of phyfic ; in 1761, one of public right, (now abolifhed,} and one 
of anatomy, during the revolution of 1772. The courts in medicine laft three, four, 
or five years before the (indent can take a doctor’s degree. The novice muff undergo 
two examinations; this is a(ludy Ids followed than any* The courfes in jurifprudence, 
when followed only to qualify for the bar, continue tor two or three years; thofe of 
theology, three or four years. The King alone grants a doitor’s degree. In philofophy 
two themes tnuft be maintained ; this is the couiTe of all others the moft followed ; 
the director is changed every fix months, at St. John’s day and at Chriftmas. The 
profeifors nominate three candidates for the office, one of which was wont to be elefted 
hy His Majefty, at prefent he chooles who he will; the directors have no increafe of 
allowance, their only emolument being derived from the compliment paid by each Un¬ 
dent on his admiffion to the univerflty during liis reftorfhip; this prefent is two or three 
rix-dollars, and two or three ducats if the ftudent be of a diftinguifhed family. The 
flipend of the profeifors is 1400 filver dollars and a hundred tons of corn, which may 
be eftimated at 1600 fed : fome of them have apartments, but moil not. No one can 
become a civil magiftrate without undergoing a public examination at one of the three 
univerfities of Up fa!, Obo, or Lund. There is a fourth at Gridfwald in Pomerania, 
which is under the jurifdictidn of the empire. The perfonal jurifdiction of the univer- 
iity extends not only throughout the city, but for fix leagues around, (in matters which 
regard the Undents), The holidays are from the 14th December to the 28th January, 
and from the feftival of St. John to that of St. Michael. The profeifors give gratuitous 
leffons four times a week; for private leffons the fcholar pays two or three rix-dollars 
monthly, according to bis capacity, which is paid every other term. There are fome 
prizes of private foundation called Stipendia^ of which more than a hundred ftudents at 
Upfal reap advantage; thefeare hour4^ to 400 plottes each, and areufually adjudged 
by the confiftory; but an appeal lays to the chancellor in cafe of dilfatisfaction, who 
finally awards. The Siipendta diftributed by the King amount to 3000 plottes. In 
3730 there were two thoufand (Indents, in 1791 but fix or feven hundred. 

In the bull by which the univerflty was inftituted, the archbifhop is defignated chan¬ 
cellor; but the academical conftitutions of 1625 affume, that thenceforward it fhall be 
a fenator of the kingdom, the archbifhop being only vice-chancellor. It is the body of 
profeifors, or the academical confiftory, which elects the chancellor, and their nomina¬ 
tion is confirmed by the King : fora number of years the preemptive heir of the crown 
has had the title. 

The library of the univerflty is highly celebrated throughout Europe, but in our opi* 
nion without defert, notwkhftandmg it contains many articles well worthy the mfpe£tion 
of a traveller. In the firft place we faw a number of things which appear out of place 
certainly in a library, fuch as an antique cafe made of different forts of ftone, with a 
- frnail fpinnett, and little paintings on agate reprefenting the paflion of our Saviour, &c.; 
fome very minute works in wood and ivory, the whole prefen ted to Guftavus Adolphus 
by the city of Nuremberg, for his daughter ; two fmall books of flowers, fifh, and ani- , 
mals, painted on vellum by Queen Chriftina; a number of toilet trinkets which belonged 
to her; the portrait of General Konigfmarck, in the fervice of the republic of Venice, 
formed by lines of writing in latin, which give an account of his life, on vellum ; a large 
agate of lixteen inches by thirteen, on one fide of which the laft judgment is depicted, 
and on the other the paffage of the red lea, by Koenig, with other matters of little 
moment. 5 
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In the firfl of the three rooms of which the library is compofecl, is a marble buft of 
Charles XI. placed there in 1701 by Ben. OxenJUern ; in the third that of Gultavus 
Adolphus, erected in 1731 by Frederic I. 

The firfl; room contains belles lettres , hiflory, and natural hiflory. The fecond was 
added by the late King in 1767, when Prince-royal, as appears from the inl'cription over 
the door. The third comprifes jurifprudence, theology, and phytic. 

The moft valuable article in this library is the gothic manufcript known under the name 
of Codex argenteus. It contains the four evangelifts in letters of gold and fiiver, each line 
interlined; it is in 4to., is incomplete at both beginning and end,and confifts of one hun¬ 
dred and eighty-feven leaves; in the margin is a tranllation of fome pafiages in latin: we do 
notbelieve it has been printed, as fome travellers affirm. Befides this, Coinmsnlaria htflorica 
Regis Erici XIV. cum direElionibus et profedlionibus planeiarum domorum , et partisan pro 
anm 156b, an original in his own hand writing ; the fame for the year 15b/? a copy. 
Edda et Scalda, a very valuable Icelandic manufcript on vellum, with figures coarfely 
drawn, incomplete and much damaged. The Edda was compofed by the layman Stt/r- 
lefon , in the thirteenth century; he was murdered in an infurreffion. Mr. Mallet in 
his introduction to the hiflory of Denmark, fpeaking of this work fays, ** J. P. Refemus 
publifhed the firfl; edition of the Edda in 4W. at Copenhagen, in 1665; by the fide of 
the text is a verfion in latin by Stephanus Olai", a learned ecclefiaftic of Iceland, and a 
Danifli tranilation by Stephanius, with variations taken from a manufcript of Magnus 
Olai , an Icelander. The molt ancient manufcript of the Edda is thought to be that 
which belongs to the King of Denmark : it is confidered to have been written at the 
clofe of the thirteenth century or the beginning of the fourteenth. A valuable manu¬ 
fcript of the Edda is alfo to be feen at Upfal. Mr. Goeurandfon has publifhed it with a 
Swedilh and latin verfion : the text of this edition differs very immaterially rrom that of 
Refenius.” We have a difficulty in comprehending how’a complete tranllation of that 
work could poffibly be made from a manufcript in fuch an imperfect ftate. The laws 
of Iceland , a very ancient manufcript on vellum. Dialogue creaturarum moraiifatus ; 
the firfl work publifhed in Sweden at Stockholm, 1483- Manuals ecclefuc Linkopenjis , 
an extremely rare work. Smuderkwaping, 15 ^h e only one known. A latin commen¬ 
tary on theJeven pfalms , 1515, the firfl .work publifhed at Upfal. The lame volume of 
Rudbeck as is found in the King’s library at Stockholm. Thomas Aquinas Secunda 
fecundm , in folio, Mentz, 1467, in good prefervation. Two editions of the Catholicon 01 
the fifteenth century, without a date. A German bible which belonged to LuLher, Wit- 
remberg, 1541. The firfl folio bible is in latin: Nuremberg, 1475. A German bible 
in folio, j 494, Lubeck; this is the oldefl German bible printed. A Bohemian bible , 
1489, finall folio, with figures in wood. Pliny, in latin, Rome, 1473) in folio, 011 paper. 
Suetonius , 1470, Rome, in folio, on paper. The moft ancient Swedilh bible, Upfal, 
1541. The New fejlament in Swedifli, with the arms of Gutlavus Vafa, Stockholm, 
1526. The laws of Sweden, on vellum, 1617, at Stockholm, very elegant. The 
library confifts of nearly fifty thou fond volumes. The manuferipts are on the firfl 
ftory. The univerfity bought a collection of five hundred volumes of manuferipts of 
the widow of Mr. Palmjkelds , moft of them are in 4to. fome rare articles among them _ 
have been printed. Profeflor Giorgi arranged and made a catalogue of them, which 
confifts of uvo large volumes. No t with [landing the number of manuferipts is very con- 
fiderable, many receptacles are empty. There is nothing among them fingularly valu¬ 
able except the Diarium Wadjiencnfe , an original manufcript. on vellum, fmall quarto, 
written by different hands from 1344 to 1544. This work was publifhed by Bmzelius, 
at Upfal, in 1721: Mr, Nordin is about to publilh a new edition. The fund let apart 
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for the horary is 1000 plottcs per annum, a fum which appeared to us inconfi tier able 
indeed. 

The miner a 'ogical cabinet , under the management of Mr. Afzelitts, proffeffor of fchemif- 
try, is clafied agreeably to the fyflem of Crmiftedt; the Councillor of mines, Swab, firlt 
began the collection. The univerfity lias poflefled it ever fince 1750, and it has been 
coiifidurably augmented by the celebrated Bergmann : it is now very complete, particu¬ 
larly as to what regards the minerals-peculiar to Sweden. Theft; entirely fill one cabi¬ 
net, to tile number of three thoufand fpccimens ; the general collection is contained in 
about forty large cafes. We faw here alfo fome (tones engraved, none of which were 
remarkable ; a number of cryftallizations and petrifactions peculiar to Sweden, of but 
little inf ere ft ; fome (hells alfo, but in no great number. The mod valuable article in 
this cabinet is fome majfive, native and artificial gold, found at Nertchhjkoi in Siberia, 
analyzed by Mr. Bergmann. A number of mineralogifts doubt, but unjuftly, the ex- 
id ence of this fpecimen. In a fmall cabinet are feen the models of the pumps, furnaces, 
and other utenfils employed in mines. There is but a very poor chemical laboratory. 
Mr. Alzelius, in April, 1791. had but thirty icholars, a matter which appeared to me 
very fingular in a country, the mines of which form its principal wealth, and in which 
chemillry fnouid confequemly be cultivated above all other fciences. 

The cabinet of Mr. Thimberg is exceedingly curious from the beauty of the fpccimens 
collected, and their number; for it embraces objects of more than one defeription, 
although wholly analogous to natural hiftory : Mr, Thunberg has travelled a great 
deal, and has himfelf felcfted a great number of interefting articles: he has been at 
Japan, and even in the capital, owing to a concurrence of circumfiances which few Eu¬ 
ropeans have had the good fortune to meetwith: of animals and birds thefe are the 
molt remarkable : the Horfe of the Cape of Good Hope; a head of the Ant eater, from 
the fame place ; a Buffalo, idem ; the American Ant-eater ; a white Fox.; a Stag, from 
the iiland of Java, a very rare fpecimen ; an animal refembling the Ermine, with a much 
longer body; three fpecies of Sloths, from America, Ceylon without a tail, and from 
Java, the latter very rare; a China Pheafant; a male and female Eiderdown Duck ; 
three fpecies of the Alca arftica, very rare ; a col left ion nearly complete, of the birds 
peculiar to Sweden, and a number of other animals and birds ; a very beautiful collec¬ 
tion of butterflies : the Atlas of Ceylon, a female, meafuring nine inches from the ex¬ 
tremity of one wing to the other; the male is not fo large as the female: the Luna of 
Surinam, rare ; the Priam, from the iflands of Banda and Ainboyna, cofts 25 ducats in 
Plolland ; the Laternaria, a fpecies of Fi/'gora, from Surinam, extremely rare ; Pneu- 
mor&, maculate?, immaculqtee, and fexguttatez, rare, particularly the laft named, from 
the Cape of Good Hope; a fuperb colleftion of infefts, crabs, and crayfifh, fpiders, 
fcarabad, bees, &c. ; a new feurabasus of the Gideon fpecies, with three horns, unique ; 
corals and marine plants; a herbary of plants of all countries, confiding of nearly twenty 
thoufand fpecimens; a large piece of trapp of three colours; the bafe reddifh, green and 
white, twenty inches long by fixteen wide, engraven en cameo, in China, after the an¬ 
tique, and reprefen ling leaves and fruit; an exceeding rare and valuable article : fome 
fhells: a fpindle, IPvffeau,') fingular cn account of its fize, being nearly feven inches ■ a 
fhelt from Jamaica of the Teliina genus; and another from Japan yet undeferihed ■ an 
Ifogonum, extremely rare, of five inches and a half ; a Placenta, five inches in diameter- 
a Hammerfifh, feven inches and a half at the end, the handle fix inches long; a Parella’ 
from Japan, nondefeript. A Polijh cap, nearly two inches. . In the adjoining garden 
are five or fix thoufand exotic plants, as well of Sweden as from foreign countries,' in 
green-homes and in tne open air* Mr. 1 huaberg had a hundred Icholars. His cabinet 
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lie has made a prefent of to the umverfity : his voyage to Japan was publifhed in 1791, 
and trail Hated inro German. 

There is a catalogue of the different cabinets of the univeiTuy of Upfal, publifhed in 
the form of differtations, with the title, Mujmum naturalium Academics Upf alien ft &: many 
parrs have already appeared, containing an account of what has been preferred to the 
univerfity by Mr. Thunberg and others. The colIefHon of plants extends to twenty 
thoufand fpeeies, the mofi rare of which are thofeof the Caps of Good Hope and Japan. 
The Mura Japomca is already printed, and Mr. Thunberg is at prefect employed on the 
Flora Capenfis. 

The coins of Japan are in the cabinet of His Majefiy at Drottmnghnlm, Mr. Thun- 
berg gave a defcription of them before the academy of feiences at Stockholm. Among 
the Indian coins there are numerous rare fpeeies, fuch as the pagoda of Malabar with 
the figure of an elephant in gold, and the twelve rupees in gold with the twelve fignsof 
the zodiac, ftruck by Nourrnahat, the wife of the grand.Mogul, Selim I. It is extremely 
rare to meet with this collection complete, on which account it is very dear, coiling 
more than 4000 livres. 

The cabinet of Mr. Ziervogelis very curious, and above all remarkable in the depart¬ 
ment of fhells, of which there are nine hundred different fpeeies, and in all nine thou¬ 
fand fpecimens; a great number are fawed in twain in order to Ihew the interior; this 
appeared to us a new and well conceived plan; feme are fawn in a traafverfe direction. 
Hie following are the moft remarkable in the cabinet: the Cip re a ace Ha la, with black 
fpots ; a tolerably handfonie collection of Harps , although the Imperial is wanting ; the 
Hippo cafianum mutex ; Turns Babitonkus murex* of three inches and a half in height'; 
Murex pervsrfus, three inches and a half; Trocbus PharamU folarh ; Turbo chryfojio* 
mas, of a golden colour within ; a Scalarh , of nearly two inches; Helix ear a cotta; He¬ 
lix amarula; a grouped Mitella ; hep as; Spondilus g&deropus, of two inches with very 
long thorns ; Area ioriuofa , of three inches and a half; a white Hammerjljh, of five 
inches and a half, the arms more than fix inches long, a fide of it is wanting which is a 
great pity ; a Hammer, fix inches fay fix; a Placenta, of three inches and a half; Cry/la 
galii, mytHus ; a number of Argonauts s numerous himdfome Nautili, two of which Pom* 
piin fix inches and a half in length, fome are painted. A fine vafe of rock chryftal, fix 
inches in diameter, with a hunt extreniely well engraven on the in fide, a little chipped. 
A trifling collection of filh and marine plants. Very beautiful infeCts of nearly three 
thoufand different forts, but feventy are wanting to make the collection of thofe of Swe¬ 
den entirely complete. A quantity of amber of all deferiptions, A complete collection 
of ffones and minerals. Mr. Ziervogel, in imitation of Mr. Thunberg, preiented after¬ 
wards his cabinet to the univerfity. The naturalift muft be highly grateful to them for 
adopting this method of preferving to the public without difparagement, fuch truly valu¬ 
able collections, 

A full mile from Upfal, by turning a little from the great road, you arrive at Moraf- 
tein: this is a frnall houfe on the left fide of the road, built over the fpot where formerly 
the Kings were crowned; over the door isinferibed — mora Jienar , anno 1770. The 
interior of the room is twelve feet fquare; a number of (tones are ranged on the ground 
by the fide of the walls of different fizes, fome with characters engraven on them, but 
which are almoft wholly effaced. What follows is written on the fides of the chamber 
at a certain height, and appears to relate to the Sovereigns who have been crowned 
here. 

Konunga Wal och hy Uningar oro fordom har fkedda Konung ffenkil 1060. K. jnge* 
£, Magnus Ladulos D. J, 1276, K. Mag. finek. B* IL 1319* K. Eric, D. XIII. 1306. 
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K. Chriftopher, 1441* K, Carl, TX VIII. 1448. K. Chriftiand L 1457 - Riks, £ 
Stfcrf Sture, D. yngre* 1512, flora berettelferlos Tceurners.difs 1700. Rudbeoss Atl. 
Scljeflerus de Upfldia. WexiordtiB. Eubergs orn Uplala. Satvii oni Upland. 1 uneld 
ofver fucrig. Med flora.” 

Mr. Ludcke, the paflor of rhe German church at Stockholm, took a drawing of the 
Hones in 1789, which has been engraved j his fott, at prefent at Gcettingen'j (in * 793 *) 
is employed on an account oi them. 

f rom Upfal to Stockholm by Moraflein, is feven miles and three quarters. 

InJlruBiom for thofe defirous of travsrfing Z.aptand and the A!ps t in orderfo to paft over to 

Norway. 

On arrival at Lideo , which is one of the towns of Wedrobothnia, fifteen miles from 
Torneo, provided the traveller be defirous of continuing his route- towards the pro¬ 
vinces of Lapland, which bear the name of their capital, or chief place, he mud pro¬ 
ceed to old Luleo, fituated a mile from the new. At a quarter of a mile didant, he 
will come to the river of Luleo, where lie may go three miles by wafer j after which lie 
will be obliged to walk for a mile or more through an arid fandy foreft on account of 
the great rapidity of the river, and the rocks and hones in its bed which hinder the paf- 
fage of boats; he mult afterwards return to the banks of the river and take boat again, 
proceeding thus for four miles to a cataratt of no great confequence, where fotne thou- 
Jand barrels of falmon are annually caught. From this fpot he mud again go on foot 
for two miles, and then take to the water anew for three miles, in boats which he will 
find at every dation pointed out. At eleven or twelve miles from Luleo, Lapland begins^ 
from its borders to Jockmock church is fix miles further. The forefts and mar files may 
be palled over in four or five days, which will bring the traveller to the houje of the 
reftor, (Mr. Fieldrceume,) a polite and intelligent man, honoured with the title of King’s 
almoner. 

This church, built about a century ago, is fituated in a hilly country, in the midd of 
a large foi’ed of pines and fir. . 

Gellmari mine, the mod confiderable in all Lapland, is fix or feven miles wed of 
lockmock. 

If defirous of continuing his journey towards the Alps, the traveller mud obfervethe 
following dire£tions : ift, he mud walk for a mile from the reflor’s houfe; 2d. crofs a 
lake of the fame breadth, and afterwards go on foot two miles, which wifi bring him to 
another lake called Purkiparcr. He will find tolerable accommodation at night in the 
houfes of the inhabitants, emigrants from Wedrobothnia, whom the government has 
encouraged to fettle in Lapland. From lake Purkiparcr he mud march two miles and a 
half, when he will have to crofs another called Purkipaur. In its neighbourhood is a 
mountain called Atiekoiwe , (grandfather’s head,) at the foot of which is a cavern confe- 
crated by the ancient Laplanders to feme of their divinities at prefent unknown. In it 
alfo are found numbers of rein deer’s herns, remnants of facrifices on the part of the 
Laplanders. The opening is fo near the lake, that you,may enter it without getting 
out of the boat; its dimenfions are ten or twelve feet in breadth by fix or eight in 
depth. 

After palling the lake, he mud proceed on foot two miles, and will have to crofs 
another large lake four miles broad, having pafied which he will arrive at a habitation 
called Tiomotis. At a quarter of a mile from this place he will fee a copper mine now 
abandoned called Kuriwan, (copper mountain.) From Tiomotis he mud march two 
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miles through the foreft in order to reach lake Tiomotis, which is five miles in length ; 
this mu ft be traverfed in tlie direction of the Alps, which are diftinguifliable at the dis¬ 
tance of eight or ten miles by their fummits covered with fnow; he will next fee a rock 
of extraordinary height,' and which on account of itsrefemblance is denominated the 
talpit. A little farther he will notice the beautiful cafcade Cafcawari, (defcribed fifty 
years ago in the Ada Up/a! ,) precipitated with great noife juft at the brink of the lake. 
At length he will reach Ouidjock, another church of this province; it is fituated at the 
foot of Ithe Alps, in fucha pleafant fpot during the'fummer, that the learned author of 
the celebrated Atlantica was thence induced to place the terreftial paradife within the 
frozen zone, (the redor’s name is Ohrftroeum.) If defirous of croffing the Alps, the 
traveller now muft afeend the firft mountain, the moft loity of the whole, it is called 
Walliwari: the afeent is nearly a mile. From the fummit of this mountain lie will 
have moft eiitenfive and pidurefque views of the whole province. From Walliwari 
you look down as on an immenfe map, and diftinguilli beneath you the tops of the 
Alps, at times enveloped in clouds. 

It requires at lea/t ten or twelve days to crofs the Alps and arrive in Norway, on 
which journey he muft abfolutely travel on foot for eighteen miles, and provide himfelf 
with a tent and provifions. Scattered about here and there he will meet with fome of 
the Laplanders with their flocks in the moft fertile valleys; but occafionally from their 
erratic life, he may meet with none. After crofling the Alps, their mountains of fnow, 
their maffes of ice, their deep rivers, &c. he enters Norway at the 68° of latitude, and 
finally arrives at the North fea. 

Chap. XIV. —A Summary of the Hifiory of Sweden from Gttjlamis Vafa, to the Afcenjton 

to the Throne of Guflavus III. 

AS it forms no part of our plan to fpeak of the kingdoms of the North previous to 
their obtaining confideration in the political balance of Europe, we ftiall begin with the 
reign of the great Guftavus Vafa, under whom Sweden firft faw herfelf finally releafed 
from a foreign yoke, and left to her own powers. 

Gustavus Vasa. 

Guftavus, the liberator of his country whofe gratitude adjudged him the crown, was 
bom of an illuftrious family in 1490. His father Eric Vafa, was murdered in the hor¬ 
rible maflacre at Stockholm on the 8th November, 1520. His great foul was wholly 
intent afterwards on avenging his father, and freeing the country from the tyrant be¬ 
neath whofe fcourge it withered. After wandering about a length of time in Dalecar- 
lia, and efcaping a thoufand dangers, he had the good fortune to mufter fufficient force 
to make himfelf mafter of feveral towns, and finally to drive the Hanes from Sweden in 
1523, yet not without a number of battles in the two years it took him to efteft his ob¬ 
ject. Previoufly nominated adminiftrator of the ftate, this year he was made King at 
the diet of Strengnoes, and honoured with a title which he had fo juftly deferved, he 
entered his capital in triumph. Notwithftanding his power was unlimited, he governed 
Sweden rather as a father than a mafter. The Dalecarlians indeed revolted feveral times 
in his reign, to fubdue whom he was obliged to ufe rigorous raeafures, which he exer- 
cifed likewife towards two fenators guilty of rebellion. At the council of CEurebro in 
1529, the Roman catholic religion was entirely aboliflied, and the creed of Augfbourg 
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received as the rule of faith throughout the kingdom, which put an end to tfaofe de¬ 
putes concerning religion which had laded fo great a length of time. 

To the former pofiefiions of the crown, Gudavus added the immenfe property of 
the clergy ; and in 1531, with a view of giving greater weight to the new religion, he 
replaced the canons ci Upflil by Lutherans ; and caufed I^q^vvsiics Pcfriy a Protedant, 
to be indalled Archbilhop of that city for the celebration of the marriage of the King, 
and coronation of the new Queen: Gudavus even gave one of his relations i:i marriage 
to the Archbifliop. In 1541, he made a treaty with Francis the Fird, King of France, 
to whom he fent an embafly the next year, the two Sovereigns by this treaty contracted 
an alliance offenfive and defenfive. In 1 544, Gudavus requested the States, affembled 
at Wederos, to make the crown hereditary in his male line, which was unanimoufly 
confented to, as a reward juftly earned by his important feryices. It was decided at the 
fame time, that in cafe of the royal line becoming extiiiCl, the fenate, in conjunction 
with the States, Ihould elect a new King. 

This prince died in 1560, after a glorious reign of nearly forty years. He podefied 
-the requisites of a great man, was brave, enterprizing, aCtive, a great politician, and inac- 
celfible either to love or flattery; never did he unflieath the l'vvord except from neceflity, 
yet never did he yield aught it was his duty to defend. He releafed Sweden from the 
fhackles of Denmark, and not with dan ding the turbulent reftlefs fpirit of his people, 
was chcriffied by them as their common father. In lliort, he was a prince whom poffe- 
riry may take for a model. Why were not his children like him ? 

Eric XIV. 

Eric, the fon and fucceffor of Gudavus, fenfible and well informed, was yet highly 
culpable, irrefolute in his plans, and imprudent in his conduct. The dole of his reign 
was marked by a£ts of fury and madnefs, of which the Star a were the unfortunate vic¬ 
tims. He placed great reliance in judicial adrology. He charged his brother John 
with rebellion for having married Catherine the daughter of Sigifinund I. King of Po¬ 
land, and an ally of the Mufcp vires, with whom he was at war; and not with danJing he 
had confented in the fird indance to the marriage, he befieged John in the cadle of 
Abo, and having taken him priloner, confined him in the cadle of Gripfholm, whence 
he was releafed in 156;. The Prince however never forgave his brother this imprifon- 
ment, but joining with his.brother Charles in 1568, afterwards Charles IX., they be¬ 
fieged the King in Siockholm, and obliged him to abdicate the throne. This unfor¬ 
tunate prince was imprifoned in many different cadles, and after nine years’ confinement 
was finally poifoned. 

d his death, while it excites our pity for the viditn, infpires one with horror at his 
brother John, who fucceeded him. 

Eric XIV. in 1568) created Counts and Barons. Of the three dignitaries made on 
this occafion, Peter Brahe was the fird. The families of the other two are extind. 

John III, 

John the Third was declared King by the States 2 flembled at Stockholm ; he reigned 
alone, not with (landing his engagement of fhan'ng the throne with his brother Charles, 
and which engagement was the inducement for Charles abiding him againd Eric. The 
fueceeding year Eric was condemned by the States to perpetual imprisonment; but in 
4 578, feme partifans yet remaining faithful, he attempted to efcape from pril'on. John, 
apprehendve of danger to his crown from fuch a rival, determined on poifoning him, 

to 
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to a propofal of which nature the States had the bafenefs to give their approbation *. 
John contented himfelf with ceding to his brother Charles three-provinces, as prefcribed 
by his faiher’s will, but exafled from the inhabitants an acknowledgement of him as 
the only fovereign of Sweden. 

1 his prince was almoft continually at war with the Danes and Mufcovites, with vari¬ 
ous fuccefs. *1 he following incident is highly worthy of relation. In 1573, fix hun¬ 
dred horfe and a hundred foot belonging to the Swedes under the command of General 
Ackefon , being abandoned by the Livonians their allies near Revel, defended themfelves 
fo vigorously "againft fixteen rhoufand Mufcovites by whom they were furrounded, that 
they killed feven thou ("and of them and put the others to flight, making booty of their 
baggage. John, up to 1583, the period of the death of Catherine Jagellon, daughter 
of SigifinundL, afliduoufly attempted at different times to re-edablifh the Roman Catho¬ 
lic religion, but never with fuccefs; he even reforted to violent meafures, luch as rarely 
indeed avail in matters of faith. Hisfon Sigifmund, Prince Royal of Sweden, obtained 
by the credit of Acne, Oueen dowager of Poland, the filler of his mother, the crown of 
that kingdom in 15S7. Religious.difputes dill continued : Duke Charles being fteadily 
attached to the creed of Augfbourg, the edablilhed faith of the nation, a great coolnefs 
bt tween the two brothers arofe in confequence ; but in 1589 they were reconciled, and 
the fucrecding year Duke Charles was nominated Governor of all Sweden. 

John died in 1592: he was an ordinary character, deffitute of great vices as well as 
of any fplendid virtues. The death of his brother Eric will be an immortal Itain on his 
memory ; the welfare of the date mull in vain be pleaded in excufe for fratricide, the 
more fo from the ufage in fimilar cafes of confounding the welfare of the individual 
with that of the date. His fecret cabals to promote the Roman faith, did ii jury to the 
wordiip he fought to edablifli, and the afcendancy over him which he differed his firft 
wife to aifume, docs no credit either to his firmnefs or his chara&er: the fway of woman 
is mild, but urdefs it infpire to glory and virtue, Kings fltould refill it in common with 
all men. 

Sicismun D. 

Sigifmund, King of Poland, by the death of his father inherited the throne of Sweden: 
he delayed repairing to his new kingdom for fome time: Duke Charles his uncle, who 
acted in the interim as adminidrator of the kingdom, applied himfelf feduloufly to root¬ 
ing up all traces of the Catholic religion. Sigifmund, on his arrival in Sweden, endea¬ 
voured to re-eftablifli it, but met with drong oppofition: he remained but a fhort time 
in this kingdom, his uncle Charles being named by the Senate adminidrator in his ab- 
fcnce. The Duke, defirous of rendering himfelf popular, difmiffed all fuch from their 
employments as profeffed the Roman faith ; among the red Eric Brahe, Governor of 
the callle of Stockholm. In 1395, notwithdanding the King's prohibition, the Duke 
convoked the States. At their feflions it was again decreed that the creed of Augf- 
bourg diouldbe the only religion tolerated in the country; that the Romifli prieds fiioultl 
quit the kingdom within fix weeks, that Catholics fhould not be allowed to make open 
profeffion of their religion, and be deemed incapable of holding any appointment. More¬ 
over the Duke, in conjunflton with the Senate, was appointed Governor of Sweden. 
In 1597, Sigifmund, jealous of a meafure which tended to deprive him of all authority, 
found means to difturb the harmony fubfifting between his uncle and the Senate, parties 

* Among the mannferipts ofHii Majefty at Drottningholm, the original approval of the Siatea is to ho 
feca, 
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were formed in confequence, and that of the Senate prevailed. But the Duke affembled 
the partizans which adhered to bis caufe, and cauled him lei f to be chol'en Governor by 
them again; he wifhed to make the Senate agree*with this election, but it refufed. 
Upon this he took up arms and made himfelf mailer of a number of places, Sigifmund, 
unable to prevent hoflilities by negotiation, determined in 1598 on tranlporting an 
army to Sweden. The two parties came to blows near Linkocuping, and the King was 
worited; notwithllanding this, Charles came to an accommodation with his nephew, by the 
terms of which the King relumed poffellion of his caltles, llrong places, veffels. &c. and 
the Duke was declared entirely innocent. The treaty \va* figned by the two Princes; 
after which the King retired to Poland, in lieu of repairing, as he had promifed, to 
Stockholm, where his firlt aft was to enter a protell again!! the treaty he had entered 
into. 

Sucli a procedure irritated both the Duke and the States, and engaged them to re¬ 
nounce their oath of fidelity to the King. An affembly for this purpofe was called at 
J.inkmuping in 1600, at which both Sigifmund and his eldeft fon Ladiflas were excluded 
Irom the throne $ to the latter a year had been granted for his recanting the Romilh 
laith, and coming to affume the crown. A long time afterwards, even the lame pro¬ 
pofol was made him anew, yet ineffectually. The fame affembly of the States veiled 
Charles with abfolute power, and acknowledged his fon, then fix years of age, and his 
heirs male as his fucceffors. Thus Sigifmund continued to reign in Poland, preferring, 
notwithllanding he had children, an elective to an hereditary throne; this is certainly 
an election for which it is difficult to affign a caufe, particularly as an able Prince might 
have conciliated both parties and preferved them friends. He died in 1632, after a 
long and Itormy reign : he wanted that diferimination and policy required in the de¬ 
licate and aukward fituation he found himfelf, and was rather guided by his own than 
th e °f his people, which he was dellitute of that vigour neceffary to controul. 

Charles IX. 

Charles IX. enjoyed fovereign authority; but had not the title of King, than at which 
price his ambition was not be fotisfied ; pretending a defire to be releafed from the bur¬ 
then of government, he was on the contrary raifed to the throne by the unanimous 
fuffrage oi the States, affembled at Norkiceupingin 1604. The few years of his reign 
were employed in wars with the Poles, the Ruffians, and the Danes. His fon, Gulta- 
vus Adolphus, when yet but fixteen years of age, took Chriftianftadt in Scania from 
the Danes. Such a beginning was taken as a prefage of what he afterwards effeCted. 
Charles died in 1611, aged 61 years. By the previous details, it will be evident that 
this Prince was ambitious and politic. He was frequently at war, and difplayed 
proofs of his ability in that department. It cannot, however, be difguifed, that he 
ufurped the throne; but hiltory will pardon his ufurpation, lince to that was owing 
the fucceffion of Gultavus Adolphus, one of the brightell ornaments of the Swedilh 
crown. ‘ , v 

Gustavus Adolphus. 

Gujlavus Adolphus mounted a throne yet infecurely ellabliffied, and attacked by three 
powerful enemies. Although fcarcely feventeen years of age, the council appointed by 
his father confided with him the government of the (late. This prince put himfelf im¬ 
mediately at the head of his troops to oppofe the Danes. Different places were red- 
procally taken and loft, without any evident advantage on either fide. Peace was 
Ihortly afterwards concluded, and a truce was made with the Poles, In 1614 he found 
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himfelf obliged to renounce all his hopes of placing his brother Charles on the throne 
of the Czars. The truce with Poland was feveral times renewed ; but in 1625, Sigif- 
mimtl, who always imagined his pretenfions juft to a crown which he had not been 
able to retain, determined pofitiveiy 011 war. This war lafted till 1630, much to the 
difadvantage of Poland, which was affifted by the Emperor to fupport its continuance ; 
while at the fame time he himfelf feized upon a part of the coafts of the Baltic. Guf- 
tavus could not without uneafinefs behold the projeft of the Houfe of Auftria to domi¬ 
neer in the North. However, in order to avoid proceeding to extremities on flight 
foundation, he fent to propofe a reafonablc accommodation to the imperial plenipoten¬ 
tiaries then at Lubeck; but his ambafladors were not even admitted. Gu I lav us having 
demanded attention in vain, conceived it belonged to him for the honor of Sweden and 
his own, to make preparation for war. This was theji refolved upon, and declai cd in 
1630. This was that famous war, known by the denomination of the thirty years’ war, 
which lafted uninterruptedly to 1648, and in which the Swedes began to crown thcm- 
felves with glory under the command of their King; and the luftre of which was fur¬ 
ther encreafed by the different generals he had formed: they became the terror of 
Germany, and were looked upon as the beft troops in Europe at a time when all the 
powers of the continent were involved in war. The campaigns of 1631 and 1632 arc 
imfter-pieces of military tadics. The rapidity of the conquefts of the Swedifh monarch 
is aftonilhing, as well as the multiplied advantages he obtained over the belt generals 
of that day. The caufe of this was his being not only the beft general in Europe, 
(proved by the fchool he formed,) but at the fame time the braveft foldicr in his army. 
At length on the 16th November 1632, this great man encountered death at the battle 
of LuSen m Saxony, in the 38th year of his age. The Swedes, it is true, were victo¬ 
rious here, but in lofing their King, they loft more than a battle; in cafe of his death, 
he had nominated Banner to fucceed him in command. . 

Puffendorff afferts he was killed by Duke Albert of Saxe Lauenhourg, which is the 
truth, but does not aferibe the real motive of this villainy; it was as follows: ten yearn 
or more before the battle of Lutzen , the Duke of Saxe Lauenbourg, being at a ball 
given by the Oueen-dowager, at which the King and feveral fenators were prefent, 
claimed precedence of a fenator, which wasoppofed by HisMajefty ; the Prince, obliged 
to fubmit, fhortly after put his cane between the fenator’s legs and nearly threw him 
down j this being perceived by the King, in the firft heat of his refeittment be gave the 
Duke a box of the ear. The affair was unnoticed at the inftant, but the Duke never 
forgave the blow ; and at Lutzen, in the middle of the a&ion, he fliot Guftavus, who 
fired at him again as he fell, but miffed his aim; the Duke thereupon fired a fecoml 
time, after which the King was trampled under the horfes’ feet. The King had a bei- 
dake\ who accompanied him wherever he went; but this man being wounded in palling 
through a coppice, the Duke availed himfelf of his abfence to fire at the Kmg, after 
which"he returned to fee if the heiduke was dead ; this he feigned to be, and afterwards 
related the fa& to a clergyman, who took his depofition in a bible; this bible was af¬ 
terwards found, but no. one knows aught of it at prefent. After the death of the King, 
general Banner took command of the army, in lpite of the oppofition of the different 
Princes ferving in it. An oath was tendered to the troops, and fuch officers as objected 
to it were replaced by others* 

Duke Albert of Saxe Lauenbourg, on the very day of the battle, went over to the 
Emperor, and was killed by the Swedes at the fiege of Schweinitz in Silefia* 

Guftavus, by his perfonal qualities and brilliant actions, acquired the title or the 
Grcaiy a title which upon every account he eminently deferved* 1 he leifure afforded hmi 
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by peace or truces was employed in framing wife laws, in encouraging the arts, com¬ 
merce, and agriculture; and, in one word, in proving that he was as great in peace as 
in war* A worthy defcendant of Guftavus Vafa, he had not in an equal degree that 
fuppienefs and fkilful policy which diftinguifhed his grandfather, but of which again he 
had no need, fince he had only to maintain himfelf on the throne in which his predecef- 
for required to be eftablifhed. 

Without daring to decide which of thefe two m on arch s has the greateft claim to our 
admiration, we (hall juft remark, that their name is a favourable omen for Sweden : ho 
who at prefen t fills their feat has already realized the major part of the hopes which 
that illuXlrious name encourages, as well as the great obligations it itnpofes, GvftaJ 
via IV* will not degenerate from his ameflors ; this we dare to predict, and after having 
had acquaintance of the matter and thefcholar, the augur has little right to be vain of 
his prophecy 

Christina* 

Chrtjtim* the only daughter of Guftavus Adolphus, fucceeded her father when only 
fix years of age, under the guardianfhip of a council of regency. During her reign, the 
war in Germany was carried on with renewed vigour. The Swedifh generals formed 
in thefchool of the great Guftavus, arrayed themfelves with glory, as well as the armies 
they commanded. The principal chiefs who headed thefe troops were, the Duke of 
SaxeWehnar, who died in 1639; Guftavus Horn ; the famous Banner, who died in 
1641 ; Kmplmifefi, killed in Weftphalia in 1636; Alexander Lejlie ; James de la Gar* 
die 1 Kioningfmark ; Wrangel ; the celebrated Torjlenfm, named Gcneraliffimo at thes 
death of Banner; and Charles Guftavus, Count Palatine, who fucceeded Chriftina. 
In 1637 Sweden made an alliance with France, which lafted to the peace of Munfter in 
1658. This peace was as glorious for Sweden as had been the war. The great Turenne 
on many occafions fought with the Swedifh army not unworthy of fuch an illuftrious 
ally. In order to give an idea of this war, we (hall trace the great battles which took 
place between the Swedes and the Imperialifts, without faying any thing of the towns 
carried, or innumerable conflicts more or tefs decifive, and many of which equivalent 
to battles* Leipjic in 1631 ; Lutzcn in 163a ; Nordlingue^ 1634 (the only one loft ) ; 
Perlberg in 1636 (general Banner) ; Rhehifeld, 1638 (Duke Bernard); Lutze n, 164a 
(Torftenfon); Jancovitz, 1642 (Torftenfon), But what renders thefe campaigns ad¬ 
mirable as leffons for military men, is the feries of operations, is their various combina¬ 
tions ; for a battle is fcarcely ever any thing more than the affair of a day, whereas to 
manage a campaign requires more talents than the gaining a number of battles. During 
the continuance of this war, there were feveral engagements between the Danes and the 
Swedes, which we fliall not particularize. 

In 1650 the Queen, in the affembly of the States, nominated Charles Guftavus,Duke 
of Deux Pouts, her coufimgerman, as her fuccefFor, The formal project of the Queen 
was to abdicate the throne, and Charles Guftavus, while openly he appeared to "blame 
her intention, had the add refs fecretly to eftablifh her in her refolution* Notwithftand- 
jng (he highly efteemed this Prince, (he conftantly refufed to marry him. At length, 
c n the 21 ft May 1654, in fpite of the reiterated reprefentations of every order in the 
ftatc, Chriftina pronounced her intention of refigning the crown on the 16th June fol- 

* Wc ftiall leave tlm article juft as it was compofed In 1791, before an execrable treafon deprived Europe 
«f a great man, foverdgns of a model, and Sweden'of a fappovt, the lofs of which the will led malt fenlj- 
bly, and fooner perhaps than is imagined, 
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lowing ; a ceremony which took place with the greatest folemnity, the Queen firft re* 
ferving to herfelf fome very confiderabie paffeffions, and a right of fovereignty over her 
fervants and dependants : fhe was at that time Evventy-feven years of age- Whatever 
motive may be afcribed to the abdication of Chriftina, it certainly required great (Irength 
of mind-and refolution to meditate for fo great a length of time, and put in execution, 
a projeft of fimilar nature* It appears a very difficult thing freely to renounce a crown, 
particularly in one who was bom to the throne, and had known no other condition of 
life. Chrillina had reigned glorioufiy ; file had protected the arts, induflry, and com¬ 
merce, and eftablifted poft-houfes, (in 1636 :) her fenfe and acquirements would have 
made her confpicuous, even had fhe not united with them the fplendor of royalty; her 
youth held out affurance of a long continuance of life ; but the love of liberty, of in¬ 
dependence, got the better, in her, of every other confideration: in the throne file faw 
nothing but fplendid flavery, the bonds of which her whole thoughts were employed 
in breaking hfunder; for the inclination of this Princefs for the arts can only be re¬ 
garded as a fecondary motive for her condudt; this with that of numbers is our opi¬ 
nion. 

Chriftina, notwithflanding, dcferves to be ranked in the number of great Sovereigns ; 
flic was an extraordinary woman, and implacable In her vengeance. (This is proved 
by the death of the Marquis of Monaldefchi; an a£tion in the life of Chrillina which 
we arc very far from approving, particularly from her having chofen to exhibit at a fo¬ 
reign court, a fpeSacle till then unfeen ; but fhe thought fhe had aright to punifli one 
of her fervants, who affuredly was guilty, a right which, as we have before noticed, (he 
had refer ved. to herfelf in full plenitude.) She held public opinion far too much in con¬ 
tempt ; yet mufl it be allowed (he poffeffe'd great qualities. It is affirmed that fhe re¬ 
peated having abdicated, which is credible; and this opinion receives fome fupport 
from the circumflanee of her having travelled to Stockholm upon the death of Charles 
Guflavus; this journey, however, was ail for nought, the minds of the people being no 
longer favourably difpofed towards her; for Chriflina, upon her firfl leaving Sweden, 
retired to Rome, and on pafling through Infpruck had abjured Lutheranifni, and em¬ 
braced the Roman catholic religion;' fhe returned again therefore to Rome, and died 
there in i 63 g, in the 63d year of her age. We fhall here remark, that this Princefs, 
on leaving Stockholm, took with her her furniture, pictures, books, medals, jewels, 
plate; in one word, all file could carry, and left her palace in fiich a perfect ftate of 
deftitution, that her fucceffor was obliged to hire carpets and borrow plate for the ce¬ 
remony of his coronation : the Queen deeming no doubt that in leaving him the crown, 
foe left him quite enough, 

Charles X, 

Charles Gujlavtis was the foil of the Count Palatine, Prince of Deux Pants, and Ca¬ 
therine, the filler of Guflavus Adolphus, who were married in r6 14. The King at the 
time declaring, that if he fhould die without children, he wiflisd that the eldeft Prince 
born from this alliance fhould afcend the throne ; in the perfon of Charles X, the will 
of Charles was literally complied with. This Prince, throughout the whole of a very 
fhort reign, was entirely intent on war; he defeated the Poles and Danes in many en¬ 
gagements. Charles traofported his army over the two Belts on the Iceland forced the 
King of Denmark to conclude the peace of Rofchild, by which he acquired a great ex¬ 
tent of country. The paflage of the Great Belt, four Danifh miles (fifteen to a degree} 
wide, took place on the 7th February 1658, This was an enterprize which ought to 
ferve as an epoch in the wonders of the world : the council of war being of an entirely 
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pppofite advice, the King yet refolved on the paflage, adhering to the opinion of Count 
Dahl berg % a foldier of fortune, then major of artillery, who pledged himfelf for its 
fuccels, A fquadron of guards and the King*s carriage were loft; the reft all arrived: 
orders were ifilied for every one to take care of himfelf* and fuccour none on pain of 
death. Shortly after the peace, Charles, fufpefling ihe Danes might attack him when 
lie ihould be otherwife employed, and wifhing to put it out of their power to injure 
him, hirafelf firfl broke the treaty; fo that he had on his hands at once Denmark, Po¬ 
land, the Empire, and Holland, and bravely oppofed all his enemies, A premat die 
death carried him off at Gottenburg in 1660, in the thirty-fixth year of his age, aild 
fixth of his reign* This Prince was intrepid, indefatigable, and endowed with great ta¬ 
lents for war, which he was continually waging. To him the pacific virtues, which 
alone complete the happinefs of a nation, were unknown \ yet throughout his reign, 
Sweden continued to be refpected abroad, on account of her maintaining the reputation 
fo long acquired. It is on this account alone that Charles del'erves to be reckoned 
among the fovereigns who have graced the throne of Guftavus Vafa. His fon, five years 
of age, fucceeded him, 

Charles XL 

Charles XL refembled neither his father nor his fon; nevei*thelefs he was at war for 
feveral years, and gained in per fon two battles from the Danes, under command of 
their King, Chriftian V. (that of Lund in 1676, and that of Landfcron in 1677,) 
Peace being concluded in 1679, Charles cemented it by marriage with thefifter of the 
King of Denmark. He immediately limited the power of the fenate; and managed* 
in 1682, in fpite of the oppofition of the nobility, to be inverted with abfolute power, 
which he preserved to the day of his death. He took advantage of his authority to 
recruit the finances of the ft ate and the police of the kingdom ; he knew how to make 
himfelf refpefted as well by his fubjecls as foreign powers: the flourilhing ftate in 
which he left the army, commerce, and finances, is folely attributable to the ufe 
he made of his ability for governing, and his afting without controul and by him- 
felf. He handed down unlimited power to his fon, which that Prince frequently 
abufecL 

Charles XL died in 1697, forty-two years of age ; he had prepared the peace of Ryf- 
w r ick, which was not concluded until after his death, Charles XL reigned feven-and- 
thirty years, and reigned a defpot f. 

Although 

* General Count Dahlberg, who was preterit at this paflagc, rrn attempt which Hands unequalled in the 
annals of war, terved under Charles XL, and accompanied him in all his battles, and particularly at Lund % 
on the 14th December 1676 1 he was afterwards made govern nr of Riga, and was with Charles XIL at 
the famous paflage of the Dwina, then nearly ninety years of age ; he confcqucntjy was prefecit at the 
moft memorable aftions of three fevtral reigns. He it h who publiftied Sticria anliqua , a ■collection' 1 of plans 
and views in Sweden. He left no fon : by the female fide, Count Qxenftkrik formerly prime m milter,. do 
fcends from him. Since an opportunity offers to fpeak of this feu at or, though we may rifle offending his 
modefiy, we yet cannot fuffer It to efcape without obtemng of him what we /half be joined in by all who 
know him. To a name rendered fo famous by the grand chancellor under CImfHna, he unites the mod 
frank and ririjble manners, elegance of language, an abundance of fen fe, mildnefs, amiability, and information 
•void of pedantry , which in our efteem encreates its value* 

f Many people detdl the name of de/potf confidering that word fynonimous with tyrant ; what, however. 
conHitutes defpotifm, is the power of making laws, of cancelling fueh as exiii, of impofmg taxes at will, 
and of IcfTening the freedom of the people. Hence a number, of perfons in France, where clear ideas on 
government are extremely rare indeed, notwithftoding it is a fubjedf which ha? employed them iueffr&uaNv 
for thtfe four years pall, confound ihe power with die will. Rufiia undoubtedly is'a ddpotic Hate ; ft iff 
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Although the means he made ufe of in affuming abfolute power, may be cOnfidered 
by forne as worthy of blame, it will yet be difficult indeed to pafs cenfure on the ufe he 
made of his authority. lie left to his fucceffor a flouriihing kingdom, a rich treafury, 
and an army; perhaps it had been more Fortunate for humanity, if Charles XII. had 
found his kingdom in the fame Hate he hirafelf left it: yet again who can infure that 
this ungovernable character would have been retrained by want of power ? Ought 
we not rat her to conceive, that the condition of his fubjects would have been much 
more worthy of regret, if an exhauftion of men and money had manifefted itfelf at the 
beginning of his reign ? This Prince, attacked by three powers, neither regarded the 
ftate of his army, nor the means of his country; he only looked to the infult and re¬ 
venge ; the perfonal courage with which he was infpired appearing to him to counter¬ 
balance every other confideration. Sweden has reafon to bewail the death of 
Charles XL, fince his fucceffor in a few years loft all the fruits of a long and glorious 
reign : yet can it not be concealed that Charles XII. never was the offender, and pof- 
fibly, had he not been forced to arm for defence, (and having affumed arms, he certainly 
bore them too long,) he might have been ignorant his whole life long of his talents for 
war, of his fatal propenfity. 

Charles XII. 

Charles XII. fucceeded his father, and was declared of age at the clofe of 1697, a ^" 
though at that time no more than fifteen years and a half old. This Prince, fo famous 
from his exploits, was attacked in 1700 by the united forces of Denmark, Ruffia, and 
Poland, the fovereigns of which countries thought to take advantage of the youth of 
the new King, little imagining with whom they were about to deal. Charles obliged 
Denmark to fue for peace in fix weeks 5 time; and in the fame year defeated the Ruf¬ 
fians at the famous battle of Narva, the relations of which differ with refpeit to the force 
of the contending armies; but generally agree in allowing that the Ruffians were beaten 
by an army vaftly inferior in number. Mr. Leveque hazards an affertion in his hiftory 
of Ruffia, on the fubjett of this adlion, as incredible as it is abfurd; he pretends, that 
in fpite of the capitulation of a part of the Ruffian army, the Swedilh generals detained 
and ill-treated even thofe who had furrendered, and that in the prefence and in viola¬ 
tion of the orders of the King. This affertion is evidently falfe: in the firft place, the 
Swedilh generals never would have dared to infringe upon the orders of their King, and 
that in his prefence, of a King fo arbitrary in his will, and whofe engagements were ever 
facredly obferved: moreover, it is not the character of Swedilh foldiers to maltreat 
their foes after capitulation. Mr. Leveque compofed his hook in Ruffia; there it was 
that he imbibed that antipathy towards the Swedes which appears throughout his work: 


moie Co even than Turkey; which might eafily be proved were wc to enter into difeuffion on the fubjedt i 
yet will no one attempt to compare Catherine with Nero or Caligula. Denmark alfo is a defpotic govern¬ 
ment, perhaps as much fo as Ruffia ; yet no one efteemffthe Danes a nation to be pitied, although, accord¬ 
ing to the pbilofophers of the prefent day, all fubjedls of defpotifm are objedis of pity. Wc will readily 
grant that fuch a cafe may occur, but deny that it is a pofitive confeqtience. The moft tremendous defpo¬ 
tifm is that which is cxercifed by a number, examples ilitiftrative of which may eafily be found in Europe. 
The more fie [pots there are, the heavier the yoke they impofe: a fenfible and well-informed man, void of 
ambition, and friendly to peace, to order, and juftice, will ever prefer the fmalleft number of defpots ; be- 
caufe lie will be fathffed that, having to obey his talk will be but the more laborious, from being fubmttted 
to the caprices of a mob always ignorant, frequently unjuft, and fometimes brutal. Were we to point out 
a perfect government, we (hould exemplify the empire of law; but then again to how many chiefs (liould 
we confide the trull of feeing to their execution ? 
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how vain fuch poor attempts to prejudice that brave nation! No, Mr. Leveque, fay 
what you will, the Swedes will never be regarded as a rude and barbarous people; the 
inverfe indeed would have been much more credible. The famous paffage of the 
Dwinain 1701, in face of the Saxon army, is one of the nioft brilliant aflions of mo¬ 
dern warfare. We flail not follow Charles in his victories. Every one is acquainted 
with the vengeance he took on Augullus, the King of Poland, by dethroning him. His 
intention was to treat the Czar Peter in the fame manner; but at length, after nine 
years fuccefs, fortune forfook his banners at Pultawa. This battle, fought on the 27th 
June, (O. S.) 1709, deftroyed the effect of his previous vittories. The provinces upon, 
which he had feized were retaken, his army annihilated, and the Czar thus faw himfelf 
freed from a dangerous enemy, and at liberty to dedicate his attention to the civilization- 
of his people. Charles taking refuge with the Turks, remained five years among theinj. 
vainly endeavouring, by every contrivance, to engage them to affil't him with troops.. 
His enemy Peter, finding himfelf in 1711 furrouuded at the Truth with his army by the 
Turks, Charles was in hopes that he fliouid be allowed to profit of his aukward fitua- 
tion and attack him ; but the Czar had the prudence to capitulate, and thus fruftrated 
all his plans. In the mean time the Turks, weary of fuch agueft, yet unable to rid 
themfelvesof him, refolded upon attacking him by force: then ft was that Charles fuf- 
tained in his houfe an unexampled fiege, and difplayed fo much intrepidity, that, while 
we can but condemn him for defending himfelf againfl all right and reafbn, we yet 
cannot withhold our admiration. 

At length Charles departed in 1714 for his dominions, that is to fay, to continue the 
war. Baron Gcertz, a fpecies of adventurer, but an able politician, having infinuated 
himfelf into the good graces of the Prince, was trufted with the management of his af¬ 
fairs. He contrived to bring to conclufion a treaty of alliance between his mailer and 
the Czar, tending to re-eltablilh Staniflaus in the throne of Poland, (Tor this unfortunate 
Prince, after the defeat of his prote&or, had fallen with his fortunes,) and to place the 
Pretender on the throne of England ; thefe vafl projects were overturned on the 3.0th 
November 1718, by the death of Charles at the fiege of Fredericfliall in Norway: he 
meditated the conquelt of that kingdom, and every thing leads one to think that he 
would have fucceedcd, for never had he commanded a finer army. He is blamed by 
M. de Voltaire for preferring rocks and deferts to the fine provinces of Germany, 
which he left to themfelves; we differ from M- de Voltaire: Norway has other recom¬ 
mendations than rocks; its pofitioil renders it fufceptible ot an iimnenfe trade; and as 
it leans uninterruptedly on Sweden, it appears to us far more defirable to that kingdom 
than provinces in Germany, which, however rich, are more dillant, Separated by the fea, 
and difficult to defend. 

It has been faid that all the qualities of Charles bordered on extravagance, and that 
he was rather extraordinary than great; this is true : more a foldier than a general ; 
this may be true alfo : neverthclefs, hepoffeffed a fund of military knowledge, which he 
proved on various occafions; but his intrepidity, carried to excefs, leads one to forget 
the general, to regard the foldier alone. Charles poffeffed fome eftimable qualities ; he 
was pious, a foe to adulation and luxury, and exempt from foibles; he rewarded merit, 
particularly valour, which he looked upon as a principal virtue : he may perhaps not 
unworthily be flyled a great man, but he was a King, and he was not a great King: he 
neglected thofe duties to which a fovereign ought to attend ; agriculture, commerce, 
the arts, the welfare of his people, thefe were wholly foreign to him, and every thing 
but arms: he left his Rates expofed to his neighbours, delfitutc of men and money; 
whence we may conclude, that this Prince may in fome points be admired, but that it 
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-would be dangerous for Sweden fliould he be imitated by his fucceffors: had he con- 
lented to the peace propofed by the Czar in the midft of his victories, he might have 
dictated what terms he would, and have ranked on a level with the greateft fovereigns; 
but thirfling for vengeance he fancied fortune harnefl'ed to his chariot wheels. This 
confidence was one of his greateft faults; another his advancing too far into a country 
in which, fliould he gain a battle, his condition would not be ameliorated, but in cafe 
of defeat (which happened to him) he would be deftitute of all refources. It appears 
certain that the principal caufe of his lofing the battle was the incapacity of Mezeppato 
fulfill his engagements, to which likewife the wound which Charles received might 
not a tittle have contributed. Had the King appeared on horfeback at the head of his 
army there is no faying what influence his prefence and example might poffibly have 
had on the event. Shortly after his death Baron Gcertz, accufed of tyranny and ex¬ 
tortion on the people, was beheaded at Stockholm. We look upon him lefs as realty 
guilty, as he did but obey liis mailer's order, than as a vi£lim to the misfortunes of the 
times ; a victim poffibly requifite in the difaftrous pofition of the kingdom. As we 
proceed we fliall fpeak at large of the death of this King. 

Frederic I. 

Charles XII. never having been married, the ftates and fenate conceived no occafion 
more favourable could offer for annihilating arbitrary power. Upon fuch conditions 
the crown was offered to Ulrica Eleanors, the filter of Charles XII. She accepted them, 
and the conflitution was placed upon the ancient footing. The Oueen was proclaimed 
King, according to cuftom for Queens ruling themfelves, and was crowned in 1719; 
but the year following fhe engaged the ftates to approve of her yielding the crown to 
her hufband, the Prince of Heffe Caffel, who was crowned in May 17 20. Ruffia refumed 
hoftiluies again ft Sweden, the death of Charles annulling all treaties between him and 
the Czar. At length the peace of Nyftadt, in 1721, reftored tranquillity to Sweden at 
the price of feveral provinces on the coafts of the gulf of Finland. During the twenty 
years this peace continued Frederic employed himfelf on internal affairs, commerce, in- 
duftry, and finance. In 1731 he eftablifhed the Eaft India Company; in 1734 entered 
into a treaty of commerce with Turkey. At length, in 1741, Sweden, having caufe to 
complain of her conduft, declared war againft Ruffia; but the ftates failed in taking 
the neceffary precautions in fimilar circumfiances. The Swedifh army under Wrangel 
was defeated near Wilmanftrand by troops fuperior in number; and this was the only 
adion during the warm which the Swedes conduced themfelves with their ufual valour; 
after this they kept continually retreating, fcarcely ever obtaining any but flight and unfre- 
qtient advantages, a matter to be attributed to the mi funder f landing among the generals, 
and the alinoft utter impoffibilitv of war being carried on with fuccefs by divided coun¬ 
cils at the helm. Generals Buddenbmh and Levenhmtpt, who commanded in the two 
laft campaigns, were arrefted, and, as it frequently happens, they were made the fcape- 
goats for the bad fuccefs of the war, and beheaded in 1743, regarded, by all impartial 
men, rather as unfortunate than guilty victims. 

To complete the misfortunes of Sweden, fhe had to contend with enemies in her 
bolom the Dalecarlians revolting were fubjefted by force alone: at length the king¬ 
dom exhaufted by fuch a difaftrous war felt itfelf obliged to fue for peace with Ruffia. 
The peace of Abo, in 1743, guaranteed the poffeflion, on the part of Ruffia, of the 
provinces before ceded, and fixed the limits of the two ftates as they are at the prefent 
time. 

The 
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The Queen Ulrica Eleanora died at the clofe of 1471 regretted by all her people, 
whofe affe&ions file had juftly earned. The King had no children. In 1742, after 
long debates, the Duke of Holftein-Gottorp was named as fucceflor to the throne of 
Sweden by the three orders of the Hate (the clergy protefting in vain againft the elec¬ 
tion) j but this Prince, unfortunately for him, had been declared fucceffor to the 
throne of Ruflia, and could not accept of the offer of the Swedes. In the following 
year the Duke of Holltein, Bifhop of Lubeck, father of His prefent Majefty, (Gufta- 
vus III. 1791) was made Prince-royal of Sweden, and married the fucceeding year to 
Ulrica of Pruffia, filter of the great Frederic. In 1745 the King made a treaty of de- 
fenfive alliance with Ruffia, but which lafted no longer than 1747, when he made a 
new alliance with Pruffia, and afterwards with Denmark, upon the occafionof a tripar¬ 
tite league between Ruffia, England and Holland; but the good undemanding fub- 
fifting between the two countries was not interrupted. In 1750 a canal of communi¬ 
cation between Stockholm and Gottenburgh, joining various lakes and rivers, was be¬ 
gun, and but for the cataract of Trolhoetta would have been completed. This Prince 
renewed, in 1748, the order of the Seraphim, mftituted in 1334 by Magnus Ladulos; 
that of the Sword, iuftituted by GuftavusL in 1523, and created the order of the Polar 
Star. 

In 1751 Frederic was taken from the Swedes, who bewailed him as a father. This 
Prince had no other ambition than to render his people happy; no wiffi but to pro¬ 
mote the arts, agriculture, and trade ; his were the virtues of peace, lefs brilliant than 
warlike deeds, yet far more l'olid, defirable, and neceffary to the happinefs of man. If 
with that portion of authority left him by the renewed conftitution, he merited praife 
like this, what might he not have earned if veiled with abfolute power ? For we are 
wide of imagining that abfolute fway has any influence on the chara&er of kings ; it' 
merely affords the means of difplaying themfelves with greater energy, and renders 
them, from its poffeffion, either more amiable, or more worthy of dread": thus, though 
Tiberius were a monfter, Titus was a god. 

ADOLPHUS FREDERIC. 

This Prince afeended the throne in 1751, after an oath was adminiftered to him 
to maintain the conftitution of government as eftablilhed in 1720. The new (tile of 
the calendar was adopted in the beginning of his reign, an academy of belles lettres in- 
ftituted under the patronage of the Queen, and a pyramid in honour of the labour of 
Mr. Maupertuis and the learned academicians who accompanied him in 1736, erefted 
at Torneo. The royal authority already fo much diminilhed was expofed to new at¬ 
tacks ; and in confequence, in the year 1756, a revolution was attempted in favour of 
the King, the chief victims of which were the Count Brahe and Baron Horn. Sweden, 
as guarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia, conceived herfelf obliged to enter into the 
league againft the King of Pruffia. This war did not redound to her honour, and was 
terminated in 1762 without advantage or lofs, except of men and money, fervingto de- 
monftrate that armies, wherein there are more than one party, more than one mind, 
are ever incapable of any thing great. In 1762 the two faftions, known by the name 
of bats and bonnets , began to declare themfelves openly : foreign powers affifted either 
one or the other party, and each triumphed in its turn. The fovereign alone, always 
fubjeft to humiliation and infult, felt himfelf conftrained to fimulate a fixed determina¬ 
tion to abdicate the throne, in order to obtain the convocation of a diet which might 
ifford fome alleviation to the long Offerings of the people. This refolution was the 
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more embarraffing from the ferute alone, that is to fay, without the concurrence of 
the King, being difabled by the laws of the realm from putting any orders into execu¬ 
tion. This convocation of the hates however effected none of the changes requifite. 
Adolphus Frederic died in 1771, regretted for his goodnefs and humanity, and pitied 
by thofe witneffes to a reign which the injuft ice and vexations of a corrupt fe- 
nate rendered the epoch of raifery to the people and difcomforc to the King. He left 
his fon the name of King of Sweden, with which alone that young Prince did not long 
remain content. 

The reigns of thefe two fovereigns, from 172a, afford a new proof of what we have 
before advanced, that Kings without authority are of little value. In the wars of 1741 
and 1756 who in the Swedes would look for the companions of Charles XII and Guf- 
tavus Adolphus ? But for hiftjSry one would take them for novices in war : nothing is 
fern among them but generals difagreeing among themfelves, a divided lenate dictating 
arbitrary orders to diliant armies, of whole force and polition they were perfectly igno¬ 
rant. To what a deplorable government has not Sweden been fubject for thefe fifty 
years ! To what humiliations has the chief of a nation, pretendedly free, been fubjeft! 
a nation which, while mocked with the title of free, groaned beneath the tyranny of a 
number of families, and what is even worfe, beneath a foreign yoke. It cannot be too 
ftrongly enforced that to degrade the King is degrading the nation which permits it; if 
it be his own people who vilify him, at the peril of his life, a king worthy of the name 
ought to refume the authority which is indubitably devolved on him, or if means for ' 
the attempt be wanting, (that is to fay courage, for that alone is requifite to begin with,) 
he fiiould abdicate the throne and live a private man, tranquil, and, if a virtuous man, 
refpected ; fo would he fill his proper ftation. 

In the number of kings whofe hiftory we have Iketched, we have noticed feveral 
whofe memory will with juftice be renowned, becaufe they reigned fubftantiaUy. 

A powerlefs king may be humane, affable, virtuous, a good father of a family, a good 
friend, but cannot be a great King. Adolphus Frederic poffeffed every eftinaable qua¬ 
lity ; this is a tribute p2id to him by all who knew that Sovereign: was it ever faitl or 
written of him that he was a great King ? Stanillaus, the prefent King of Poland, what 
is his character after a thirty years reign ? that of being an amiable, well informed man, 
whofe ccnverfation is enchanting ; but this is all. Royal dignity is eafiiy forgot when 
but the name remains; and in fpeaking of one fo fituated, the judgment given is firoi- 
lar to what would be given on a private man. 

Chap. \Y.~GuJlavus III. the reigning Monarch.—Duke Charles the Regent. 

WE fhall dilate more in defcribing the reign of Gnflavus III.: to this we are in¬ 
duced by feveral motives: the revolution effected by him, fufficient in itfelf to render 
his name illuftrious; the eftablifoments which he has formed; all that he has done 
towards the welfare of his people; the ftate in which he has left arts and fciences ; the 
advantage we pofiefs of having perfonally known him, and of having had means of ap¬ 
preciating part of his rare qualities; his death even, a death upon which he might have cal¬ 
culated, fmce Henry IV. fell alfo by an afiaflm ; his death, the greateft misfortune that 
could have befallen Sweden ; all tend to induce us to trace the principal events of the 
reign of this great Prince. This is a tribute defervedly his due, and which with the ut- 
moft cordiality we offer to his memory. 


We 


+!y4 fortia’s travels in Sweden. 

We have obferved that Adolphus Frederic left but the title of a Kmg to his foil. 
The (late was tom by two oppofite parties j the lenate by its arbitrary exadions was, 
oppreflively grievous; the fbvereign alone enjoyed no prerogative, but was fubjed to 
the molt humiliating vexations ; in fliort, tilings had arrived to fucli a pitch that the 
crown could but be confidered as a burthen to a Prince who knew himfelf capable of 
{importing alone the whole of its weight. 

Let us not be furprized then th&t Guft&vus Ill* endowed with a itiong mind* with 
great energy ofcharader, fhould feel himfelf indifpofed to tolerate fuch afhamefui yoke. 
The revolution of 1772 is known to all the world, even in its moil nice minutiae; this we 
fhail not attempt to defcribe, yet (hall we communicate to our readers an anecdote but 
very little known, for the truth of which we can vouch. The King of Sweden had confided 
his project to none but Louis XV.; neverthelefs the fecret tranfpired, was known m 
England, and mentioned to .the Englifh minifter at Stockholm. Judge of the aftonilh- 
ment of Guftavus; this unfeafonable difcovery engaged him to execute his plan feme 
days before the time he at firft intended, which did him not however any injury. This 
Is the manner in which the fecret tranfpired. Madame du Barry had noticed the King 
reading a difpatch with much attention; whether out of fnnple curiofity, whether at 
the mitigation of the Englifh ambaflador, fhe picked His Majelty’s pocket of the letter 
upon his falling afleep, and imparted its contents to the Ambaflador, (This is a fit 
moment to obferve that* notwithftatiding it be made to amount to a much larger mm, the 
real affiftance offered by France to the King of Sweden at this critical jundurewas nomore 
than coc,ooo livres.) it got wind among many people at Stockholm, who even knew the 
day fixed for the purpofe : but when they law Guftavus the evening-before prefent at a 
new piece at the opera till eleven o’clock, and appear perfectly gay and unconcerned, 
they could not imagine it would take place on the i'ucceeding day. We fhail juft remark 
here that when this Prince projeded any important affair he always alluded to give balls 
and entertainments, into the fpirit of which he appeared to enter with fo much glee that 
no one could think it poflible his mind could be intent on aught but mirth and pleafure. 

This revolution, brought about by a Prince but fix-and-twenty years old, totally 
changed the conftitution of Sweden, and was effeded without the lofs of a Tingle drop 
x)f blood. As Frenchmen we may be allowed, in comparing it with our own, to heave 
a bitter figh. It proves that the exceffes which will live an immortal (lain in our hiitory 
might have been avoided ; however philofophcrs and the reatbners of the day allure 
that revolutions cannot happen without violent convulfions and numerous victims . if 
jyou objed the revolution in Sweden, they anfwer, 0 /j, that was quite a different 
thin?', and indeed it was, and therefore do we figh ; but why was it different ? In 
both the one and the other country the conftitution of the government was changed, 
the exifting laws were annulled for the fubftitution of others; one power was an. 
nihilated for the creation of a different one: thefe are juft and very finking refem- 
blances ; in what then does the difference confilt? In this : in Sweden, he who effeded 
a revolution had no one to confult; he had the genius to caufe it to be adopted by all 
his fubjeds, and excited the admiration of Europe: in France, thofe who caufed the 
revolution poffeffed beforehand the good wilhes of the people, yet found the fecret of 
diffarisfying and difguffmg a great part of the kingdom, and all Europe ; they have 
been unable to fix their edifice upon a folid bafe, vvhilft in Sweden the fame ftrudure 
required but a few days for its perfed completion. We cannot tell if thefe differences 
will be found available in juftifying the misfortunes and atrocities of the revolution. 

Guftavus III. unites to thofe qualities which conftitute a great King, thofe the 1110ft 
amiable in individuals; he has an inexhauftible fund of anecdotes of all deferiptions. 

2 Rarely 


FQRTIA’a TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 


495 

Rarely is a circumftance related in his prtfence without its bringing fomewhat corref- 
pcmdent tirhis memory. Every age is prefent in his mind, and whatever be the nation 
he is equally well acquainted with its hiflory. Frequently has he ainufed himfelf by 
embarrafling Grangers who have paffed for intelligent, and who have even de- 
ferved their character on points relating to their own country : in one word, as a 
focial companion none can be more agreeable. When we look upon him as a mo¬ 
narch he exacts the juft: tribute of praife and admiration. This Prince poffefles thofe 
qualities which fpur a man to great deeds from a due calculation on their fuccefs : that 
natural eloquence, that talent of exprefling with fluency thofe fentiments with which he- 
would infpire others; that gift of fpeech, the effect of which in a fovereign’s mouth is 
fure, Guitavus received from nature ; nor ever has he employed it to the multitude 
without fuccefs*. He is pofi'efled of great perfonal courage; evinced in his cam¬ 
paigns in Finland : indeed, if at all deferving of reproach, it is for expofing himfelf too 
much. His conduct towards the officers, condemned in 1790 by the council of war,, 
is the higheft proof of clemency that ever was exhibited by a Sovereign : out of a great 
number of delinquents fentenced to death five of the mod guilty, it was expe&ed, could 
not efcape the fword of the law ; one alone paid with his head the treafon of the whole,, 
nor would he even have fuffered had he not delayed too long to implore for mercy. 
The moll frivolous pretexts! were caught at with avidity by this monarch to lave the 
guilty: this however did not prevent remarks that he was fond of decapitation ; to 
which we advanced, as our opinion, that he appeared to us not fufficiemly fo, fince he 
might, and poflibly ought to have taken off the heads of the other four officers, as well 
as that of a certain officer of rank in the navy, tried a number of times, yet never unani- 
moufly condemned, although highly culpable, whofe name we may difpenfe with men¬ 
tioning ; the Swedes will recognize it eafily enough. Thus is it plain, the contagion 
was not confined to the army ; the Admiral was equally merciful with his brother, 
for under any other commander the guilty man would certainly not have been tried 
by two councils of war, nor have ever left his ffiip again. Neverthelefs we are firmly 
perfuaded that the fovereign alone has the right of pardoning an officer guilty of dis¬ 
obedience in battle; and that the General who prefumes fo far exceeds the limits of. 
his authority. 

With the talent of fpeaking, with courage and clemency, the King poffefles great 
ambition, an indefatigable activity, an immoderate thirftof glory, and what alone makes 
him undertake every thing, a ftrong reliance on his good fortune. Perhaps we may 
deceive ourfelves, yet cannot we refrain from thinking that a man, who with all thefe 
qualities wears a crown, mud draw on him the eyes of all the prefent age, and com¬ 
mand the admiration of poflerity. 

Still not to be chargeable with a want of franknefs, and that we may fliew that im¬ 
partiality which we profefs, let us endeavour to reply to the detractors of this prince, 

* When the King of Sweden vifited France, in [7 3 a, We courtiers thought he /poke too much fora 
King; this without doubt was occafioncd by our being fo little accuJlomcd to converfation with Kings. 
Not but that it ever is bell fora fovereign to be lilent unlcfs he fpeak to the purpufc, but in our opinion a 
king who Ihoutd have been able to fpeak to could not poffibly have done us harm-. 

! A certain officer having caufed himfelf to be reported as infane, was as fuch confined in the lunatic 
hofpital at Dannyilen. Some imagine the King might have been the dupe of this llratagem ; the following 
anefcdbte may ferve on this fcore to undeceive them. The King fpeaking to us one evening of what we 
had vifited in thecourfeof the day, we informed him that we had ih t very day been to-fee the hofpital for 
tun a tics — Did you fee K.? — We lucre not fa indifereet at to require ii,fatisjied with noticing the pavilion in which 
he was confined. — So, fo, you fancy that /give little faith to hit icing mad. But ih truth the King only 
fought for a pretence to lave his life. 
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for he is too grfeat not to have calumniators. He is accufed of a crime in declaring 
war at a time that he had not the power of making either war or peace. This reproach 
is not unjuft; we have no doubt but Guftavus knew that he exceeded thus the 
powers he himfelf had obtained, and that he thoroughly repented not Having inferted 
fuch an article in his conftiturion of 1772, which would have palled them as well as 
the reft ; and his deficiency in this inftance is certainly a fault on the part of the prince 
which can no otherwife be excufed, than by an apprehenfion he might have of acquir¬ 
ing the lefs from his alking too much. However that may be, this prerogative inherent 
in royalty hedid not poffefs; he wasdefirous of obtaining it, but at the fame time anxi¬ 
ous that the war fiiould be tarried on for the advantage of his country: and people 
worthy of credit, even in Ruffia, agree that had it not been for the defection of his 
officers in Finland, nothing could have prevented the King going to St. Peterlburg, not 
for the purpofe of keeping it, that he would not have been able to do, but of laying it 
under contribution, of drawing thence a confiderable fum of money, and of obliging - 
the Emperor to agree to the reftitution of a part of the countries wrefted from his pre- 
deceffors; in one word, for terminating the war in one fliort campain by a glorious peace, 
of which he himfelf would have preferibed the terms. 

Here again have we occafion to admire the clemency of His Majefty*. The campaign 
of 1788, was prepared a long while before in the midlt of entertainments and Ipe&acles. 
A fine army, a fleet of nearly thirty fliips of the line, equipped in Jrwo months time, an 
affurance of the defence! efs ftate of the enemy’s eoafts; what aprofpeftwas here of fuc- 
cefs! A traitor, a Swede, Sprengporten , who had gone over to the Ruffians fome years 
before, fruftrated the grand preparations. The Emprefs propofed to him to ferve againft 
the Turks, but he preferred being employed in Finland, where he could be of greater 
fervice, alluring her that he fhould be able to feduce good part of the Swedifh army. 
This villain entered the camp on different occafions difguifed as a peafant, with his 
pockets filled with gold, and gained over nearly a hundred officers, principally Fins. 
It is affirmed as a faft, that an officer can be pointed out who fold himfelf for a hundred 
roubles; a cheap price indeed to take in exchange for infamy. The project of thefe 
wretches was not confined fimply to a refufal of advancing, they were likewife to feize on 
the King’s perfon and deliver him to the Ruffians. This Prince was in perfect fecurity, 
abfolutely ignorant of this frightful confpiracy; that he was not feized was wholly owing 
to the cowardice of thofe who had engaged in the plot. Refleft but an inftant on what 
mull be the fituation of Guftavus, when his troops having entered the enemy’s terri¬ 
tory, his officers flatly refufed to march, owing to his not having authority to undertake 
a war, as they affuined, without the approbation of the States. The King inftanlly per¬ 
ceived that all his blooming hopes were blafted, all his great preparations rendered ufe- 
lefs, in one word, the whole campaign abortive; a campaign, of the fuccefs of which 
he had fo much reafon to be confident. He caufed his forces to retreat, and fent the 
officers to be tried at Stockholm. We are far from inclined to blame this Prince’s con¬ 
duct, we have no fuch right, for clemency, even where exceffive, is Hill a virtue. We 
lhall only ftate what in his place.we would have done. Immediately upon the refufal 
of the Finifh officers to march, we would inftantly have had them arrefted, dilarmed, 
and furrounded by fome battalions; advancing into the circlewewould have faid to them:: 
Gentlemen , do you perfifl in your difobedience ? Remember that at prefent you are foldiers 
oppofed to the enemy , and not citizens deliberately in council.. Should they have anfwered 

* YiTere we deftrous of multiplying example we fhould not need therm In a man eonvi&ed of 

offering to aflaflinate him was fent to Pomerania with an appointment of 500 rist-doUars. 
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We are refolute : their determination was made a long time before, and in their corref- 
pondence with the enemy, afterwards proved, they had pledged themfelves to perfift.— 
That being the cafe , Gentlemen , as an officer at the head of his regiment is bound to obey as 
much as the meanejlfoldier in the ranks ; and as all difibedience in face of the enemy by mili¬ 
tary law is punijhable with death , the law ffiall take effect: we would then have decimated 
the" guilty, given up to immediate execution thofe upon whom the lot had fallen, and 
imprifoned the remainder in the neareft citadel; afterwards we would have filled up 
the vacant appointments, and have given the word to inarch, with firm affu ranee that 
none would have ventured to hefitate. Without being a King, a general ought to have 
afted thus, and we could cite thofe who would not have aded otherwife. This conduft 
on the part of the King would have been fo much more fecure in that the foldiers, al¬ 
though feduced in meafure by their officers, would have fided with the King immediately 
he addreffed them. It is not of them that His Majefty complained on this mournful 
occafion; on the contrary, often has he repeated before us, that once entreated with 
the King at their head, the Swedilh troops would brave even hell itfelf. 

To other embarraffinents to which His Majefty was fubject, is to be fuperadded the 
impoflibility of his addreffing the Finnifh foldiers, except by an interpreter ; the Finnilh 
language having no analogy with the Swedilh. We had an anecdote from His Majefty, 
which for its Angularity deferves to be repeated. Being defirous of addreffing fome 
foldiers who were murmuring, he made ufe of an officer whom he met on the fpot 
for an interpreter. This officer delivered the fpeech of His Majefty to the foldiers, and 
the anfwer of the latter to the King, quite different to what was expreffed by either. 
The Prince was not till fome time after made acquainted with this piece of roguery, 
as impudent as novel. He had liberality enough not to feek to know who this officer 
was. 

The King in defpair returned to Stockholm, where fhortly after a party was formed 
againft him. The proje£t of it was no lefs than to reduce him to the ftate he was in on 
afeending the throne, and if poffible, even lower. The chiefs of the party fpoke openly 
of their intention, and nothing but the afleinbly of the diet was waited for to confoli- 
date this new fcheine. Guftavus, in the molt terrible pofition imaginable, hefitated 
whether or no he fhould aflemble the States : fortunately he determined for the negative, 
fwayed, as it is faid, by the advice of two foreign minifters; had he convoked them at 
that inftant he would have been ruined. To thefe multiplied embarraffments fucceeded 
a fudden irruption into his dominions. The Prince of Ileffe, at the head of twelve 
thoufand Danes, landed in the neighbourhood of Gottenburg. Guftavus was at the 
time in the mountains of Dalecarlia: fetting oft' with only a fingle fervant unknown to 
any one, he harangued from the fame ftone, on which on a fimilar occafion Guftavus 
Vafa had flood, the defeendantsof thofe who had afiifted him to expel the tyrant Chrif- 
tiern. Guftavus III. whofe eloquence was uniformly perfuafive, engaged a number of 
thefe mountaineers to fet off for Stockholm. (In one village, where the men were em¬ 
ployed at their labour, the King addreffed their wives, who pledged themfelves for their 
hufbands.) They arrived at their place of rendezvous, and under the command of 
Baron Armfeldt, cloathed and dreffed in their country garb, with the blue ribbon con- 
fpicuous over his Dalecarlian drefs, took a pofition at Drottningholm, whence they had 
an eye on all that paffed in the capital. The King here for the firft time heard of the 
invasion of the Danes: he immediately fet off, and arrived at Gottenburg at an inftant 
when fought for all over the kingdom, at an inftant when this city, incapable of defence, 
was about to furrender to the Prince of Heffe. The prefence, the language of the 
King gave courage to all. No longer was heard any notion to furrender} the Danifh 

vol. vi. 3.5 herald 


498 


PORTJA*$ TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 


herald coming to demand the kevs, received his anfwer from the Monarch's mouth, 
whom he miuook for an officer. Mr. Elliot the Britff mmifter at Copenhagen then 
difolaved that elevation of chara&er fo frequently diftmguifhed in the Brtttjh nation. 
He declared that his court would confider the prolongation of hoftilities, and any rc- 
fuffil on the part of the Danes to evacuate the Swedilh territory, as a declaration of 
war* The Prince of Heffe upon this cauled his troops to retreat, and reaped no 
other advantage from this campaign than the obloquy of having daftardly invaded the 
dominions of a King in misfortune, without even the flighteft pretext. /I his general 
had landed at Gottenburg fome months before; he was received there with the great- 
eft refpefl, particularly on the part of the Duke of Sudermama who was there at the 
time The whole of the city was (hewn him as well as the foits, without the leaft 
idea that in fo ffiort a period he would avail himfelf of the information he was thus af¬ 
forded The known influence of the Prince of Heffe on all the military operations of 
Denmark leaves no room to doubt of his being the director on this occafion, a conduct 
which ft amps him with infamy. This Prince was moreover, with great reafon blamed 
for not having raifed contributions on the aty of Gottenburg, or earned off the flock 
of goods with which the magazines of the Eaft India Company were full The vil¬ 
lainy once begun feme booty ought to have been made without having had the expence 
alone for the trouble. All this might have taken place before the King arrived ; with 
him once there nothing indeed could have been more hazardous on the part of the 
Danes than to have tried the fate of arms. His Majefty had ablo utely determined on 
eiving them battle in a little plain adjoining the aty. He had collated from three to 
four thoufand men ; General Armfeldt was on his way to join him with nearly ten 
thoufand, and the Swedes, animated by the pretence of their King, who came for 
their falvation, would have fhewn themfelves difficult to conquer. Not that the-ftate 
in which the King found the town was at all fit for defence. Ihe cannons on the 
ramparts had balls which did not fit the calibres of the guns and the officer of artil¬ 
lery there was unacquainted with the range of the mortars: beneath the mafter s eye 

foon however was all adjufted. , yr . , , ,. - 

It will be found hard to credit that which follows : the King who, by his prefence, 
faved the warehoufes of the Eaft India Company from pillage, at a time they contain- 
ed three cargoes to the value of from 1 1 to 12,000,000 of livrest, requefted of it a 
very trifling loan : it granted him a part only of what he required. Here again the 
King was deficient; thus fliould he have atfdreffed the ffiredors: Gentlemen, it n evi¬ 
dent that your falvation is owing entirely to myfelf: in-effeamg UI have incurred a preffing 
neceffiiy for 100,000 rix-doliars ; ibis is but the twentieth part of the value of what I have 
prefervid to you; grant me this Jim Ibefeechyou immediately ; l\cffer you to indemnify your- 
felves out of the duties payable on yottrfuccejive cargoes. If the directors were endowed 
with common fenfe they would have anfwered : Sire, we have a hvSlyfenfe of the ob¬ 
ligations we lay under to Tour Majefty: we deem ourfelves but too happy tn offering him 
this feeble teftimonial of our gratitude ; yet deign. Sire , to accept it rather as a free gift; a 
tift undefervime of a thought. The King would have thanked them as a company fhould 
be thanked, as a province is wont to be prefenting the government with a fhip, and 
there would have been an end of the affair. 

# Admiral IWnp- in the Mediterranean 171S, afforded a fimilar example. Mr. Keith, when ambaffa- 
dor afcopenhageifinfifted m a fimilar manner that the government Ihould not attack the life of Matilda. 
From what country is it that minifters dare to take upon themfelves, without mftruamns from their court, 
fuch pofitive declarations, and without an apprelienfion of having them denied l Such procedures do 
great honour to any nation whatfoever. + Prom +50 to 500,0001. 
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The King* on his return to the capital, convoked the diet; but having had efpedal 
reafon to be diffadsfied with that of 17S6, he had the precaution to fecure the votes of 
the three orders for the aSlof feeurity. The nobility alone were refraftory : His Ma¬ 
jefty confequently felt himfelf obliged to intimidate them by an ad of vigour, no Ids 
than the arreft and confinement oi ; a number of the moll confiderable among them in 
Fredericfhoff, the prefent arfenal. The people^ Tided with the King, and teftified their 
zeal in the moil unequivocal manner, by infuUing thofe who oppoied him j and in this 
number feme of the firft in the kingdom, men whofe rank one fhould think would have 
guaranteed them from fimilar vexation: but who, it thetruth be rpoken,deferved the oblo¬ 
quy with which they were treated, more on that very account than did the others. I he 
nobility not choofing to give way, the King determined to terminate at once thefe 
continual diflentions. He entered the Houle of Lords without any one fufpe£ting his 
intentions. The King's party were pre-ad viled that if he ftouid get into his carriage on 
leaving the houfe it would be a token that he had gained his point; on the contrary, 
if he Ihould mount his horfe, (fome of his horfes ready fad died Handing in the fquare,) it 
would be the fignal that force muft be ufed for obtaining that to which perfuafion was 
inadequate. An immenfe concourfe of people accompanied the King to the fquare* 
He enters the houfe, and immediately upon his entering the chamber (entirely unat¬ 
tended) two gentlemen, well known by him to be of the oppofite party, clofed the door 
rudely after him. The King feels no wife difconcerted ; he takes his feat and propofes 
the a£t of fecuriiy to the affembly % which had already obtained the fuffrage of the three 
other orders. He puts the queftion to the vote; no no,> refounds from all parts ; fome of 
the members however attached to His Majefty vociferate yes with all their might. Not- 
with Handing much the lefs, the King feigns to believethat the number of yeas is the greater: 
he declares as much to the affembly j again the yeas and twes are repeated in a fimilar 
proportion. The King again makes the fame remark, and orders the Marlhal of the 
diet to fign the acceptance of the affembly in the name of the nobility j adding that notwith- 
(landing the confent of the three other orders already obtained enforced that of the fourth y he 
yet preferred that the a(t Jhould pafs by the free will of his nobility , whofe zeal and attachment 
to the crown he was happy on this occafion to acknowlege* After thanks thus well deferved. 
His Majefty fends to notify the palling of the aft, on the part of the nobility, to the 
three other orders then fitting. Immediately after the heralds, leffoned before hand, 
parade the town, and announce the diet clofed. This proclamation greatly difcon¬ 
certed the nobility, whofe intention it certainly was to proteft as foon as the King mould 
have left the houfe ; but His Majefty kept bis feat until the diffolution of the diet was 
proclaimed. His Majefty then left the houfe, and was received with acclamation by 
the people, whofe violence it were to be feared the nobility would have had to dread, 
in cafe things -had taken a different turn. Since that period a number of gentlemen, 
have retired to their eftates, where they remain condemning the King until they fliall 

meet again in another diet* ^ # # # 

His Majefty, yet, is far from having as partisans all the nobility who remain in Stock* 
holm: we could enumerate many of that body, of both iexes, who owe their all to 
him, but who, neverthelefs, are not the lefs enraged at him ; fome women, particularly^ 
who would have died of grief if his Majefty had omitted for three weeks together to in. 
vite them tofup with him, are among the moll violent of his calumniators* As French. 

* This a& gives the King the power of making peace and war, fixes the taxes to the next diet without 
prefer thing when it u to take place* The want of money alone therefore can oblige the King to fumrnone 
the Hates. 
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men we are far from being aftoniflied at this fort of ingratitude# Some among the la¬ 
dies, dcfirous of qualifying their opinion, reafon right and wrong on governments, ad- 
mini ftration, the power of Kings, &c. But they are unwilling to declare the real mo¬ 
tive of their hatred, which is merely the preference they give to a government in which 
they have a chance of feeing their hufband, their brother, or their coufin, take part in 
the adminift ration, to one in which there may be but one efficient Egotifm glides 
into the heads of the fair as well as our own. Yet fhould the nobility reflect and ceafe 
to murmur, without the King they would be nothing not only in Sweden but in any 
monarchical (late whatever. The tnoft opulent gentleman in the kingdom, enriched 
by the bounty of former King* to his anceftors, inhabits the capital; here he ought to 
pafs for fomebody, but here, unlefs when fpoken of as one of the chiefs of the party 
oppofed to the King, arrefted in 1789, infulted by the people, and recommended, after 
afking advice of the police, to leave Stockholm, none ever fpeak of him; the world in 
fhort fcarce knows of his exiftence. 

Let us refume: the King had not the power of declaring war, except by firft obferv- 
ing thofe forms he is blamed for having neglected, by compliance with them he gave 
notice to the enemy of his intention, and time to put himfelf in a pofture of defence. 
The general approbation of the war on the part of the diet proves that his motives for 
declaring war were not lb deflimte of juftice as has been afferted. Had this prince given 
the enemy an opportunity to prepare his defence, he would have bad attributed to fuch 
conduct the whole of the confequent mif-chances, and with reafon. In war the niceties 
of the drawing-room are difregarded. (England has almoft conftantly began her attack 
on us before any declaration of war. In 1756, two fiiips were taken by them Le Lys , 
and VAlcide, before we knew of the cornmcncement of hoftilkies.) Sweden is not 
ftrong enough to {land again ft Ruffia, when that power is at liberty to oppofe her with 
her whole force. Goftavus took advantage of the ftate of fecurity in which that power 
was wrapped, to endeavour to regain a part of the provinces wrefted from his prede- 
ceflbrs. In thefe difmemberments, it cannot be difguifed, juftice was feldom regarded ; 
they were the refult of the wars of Charles XII. and no one but knows that Peter the * 
Great in alliance with two other princes, attacked this Prince without the fmalleft ffia- 
dowof equity, juft at his leaving his cradle. The Ruffians exclaim againft the King of 
Sweden for attacking them without notice; but had he informed them of his deftgn four 
months before, undoubtedly they would have laughed at him. The Ruffians had com¬ 
mitted a great fault in leaving their frontiers unguarded. They fay they had no miftruft 
of the King of Sweden ; thofe neighbours with whom a nation has before been at war 
it ought always to miftruft. Their overfight was fhameful; thanks to their roubles they 
efcaped its punifhment. Let them profit by the leflonf. They knew how little was 
wanting to have made it a terrible one* The carriages of the Emprefs were in readinefs, 
every thing was prepared for flying to Mofcow. There were not five hundred cof- 
facks on the whole of the fouthern banks of the gulph between the Swedes and Peterf- 
burgh. The fcarcity of men was fuch, that three regiments were fent poft from the 
army of Prince Potemkin, feven or eight foldiers on a kibiek, by two hundred at a 
time. 

As it is right that all fhould be laid open, weffiall mention to our readers a very ex¬ 
traordinary opinion, but which was communicated to us as well founded ; it will ferve 

* The fame reafpti caufes the Ruffians to difapprove of the revolution in Sweden, as well as the laft in 
Poland. They found it fu pleafant to be mailers In other countries ! 

f Smce thfa war they have fortified the frontiers, particularly the mouth of the Kimen. Henceforth 
there willalw’ays be kept from 18 to 20,000 men hi this part of Finland. 


to 
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to prove that the brain of man is liable ofaccefs to the molt abfurd inconfiftencies. We 
have been allured that the King having by his own fault miffed his object the firft year, 
owing to a fiege badly planned, and an unfitccefsful campaign, himfelf engaged hisoffi- 
cers to enter into a criminal correfpondenee with Ruffia, in order that this treachery 
might ferve him as an excufe to the nation for having undertaken an unjuft war, and 
effe£ted nothing where much might have been done. Although a ferious reply to fuch 
an atrocious and unfounded charge might well, indeed, be difpenfed with, we yet ihall 
examine its merits. In the firft place, could it be fuppofed that the officers arrelted 
and tried would have failed to avail themfelves of fuch an ample apology to avoid the 
punillunent to which they were fubjeCt ? A minute detail of the whole procefs is in ex- 
iftence, and no fuch thing appears : beftdes, this charges Guftavus with an unpardon, 
able offence, that of caufing an officer to be beheaded, and many others to be imprifon- 
ed, on account of a crinje fuggefted by himfelf. A conduct of this defcription could 
be followed by none but one who had previoufly, and that provedly, done the fame ; 
but that the incredulous may finally be convinced, if further be requifite for conviction, 
let them know that the revolt of the officers in Finland was contrived, by that traitor 
Sprengparten, at the very inftant of his going over to the Ruffians in 1779 : that in 
1783 the firft meetings of the confpirators took place in Helfingfors, at a lodge of free- 
mafons; that Sprengparten regularly attended thele meetings from Ruffian Finland, 
where he refided, which was the more eafy for him to do as the King was then abroad.. 
The confpirators at that time were fifty, and much encreafed in number afterwards. 
Many perfons known well enough at Stockholm, if this work fliould chance to fall into 
their hands, mull inwardly own that our information is correct : eafy in fact would it 
be for us to give further particulars ; from fuch we however lhall abftain. What we 
have faid will be enough to flrew that the plot did not commence with the beginning of 
the campaign, as is generally believed. 

We fliall not dilate upon the war in Finland ; it would caufe us to exceed the limits 
we have prefcribed to ourfelves. We Ihall leave to hiftorians the talk of tranfinitting 
to pofterity the victories of Fredericjhamtn and Svenkfund ; fatisfied ourfelves with re- 
marking how great the difference between the Swedes in the prefent war and thofe who 
fought in 1741 and 1757. The victories of Guftavus Adolphus, Charles X. Charles 
XL, Charles XII., and Guftavus III. were owing principally to their .prefence. The 
Swedes are accuftomed to fee their kings at their head. If the foldier is guided by rea* 
foil the prefence of his king can but have great effect on him : he will feel that where 
he who might peaceably and in fecurity await the details of a battle,, expofes volunta¬ 
rily his life and bears all the inclemency of the weather, he cannot himfelf retreat be¬ 
fore the enemy, nor murmur at his toil. The prefence of a king prevents ail difobe- 
dience and all altercations,more common than is ulually imagined among generals. A king 
will take upon himfelf what a general would not dare without mature deliberation, in 
council or an order from court; in the interval of which the favourable opportunity is 
frequently loft. The generals of the King of Pruffia would not have ventured many of 
the battles won by that Monarch ; and to his heading his troops himfelf is the high re¬ 
putation of the Prullian forces entirely to be aferibed. What we have faid of the 
Swedes is applicable to the French; nor is it in this inftance alone that thefe two peo¬ 
ple referable each other. We know the time when the French foldier at the firnple 
name of the king, whom he had never feen, would gaily have fronted certain death : 
what then would he not have done if he had been at the head of his army; but for a 
long time our kings had been unaccudomed to fliew themfelves to their feldiers, ail 
omillion which will ever meet its pumihment foon or late. 
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The King having obtained all he wifhed conceived the title of fenator ufelefs, as the 
fenate was deftitute of power, in confequence it was fupprefled ; delirous of annihilat¬ 
ing the memory even of a body which had fo long abufed Sovereignty, and under the 
dcfpotiim of which his people and himfelf had fullered for fo long a period. We can 
but approve the fuppreffion of this heap of petty tyrants; the avidity and corruption of 
whom were at their height, and with whom any mode of enriching themfelves what¬ 
ever it might be was allowable *. 

A great part of the nobility however was connected with the fenate; and confequent- 
ly the annihilation of a body, the omnipotence of which fired or appeared to filed a 
lufire on themfelves, was not regarded by the nobles at large with an indifferent eye ; 
yet certainly this defpotifm, ftiared among a few families, could at no time extend to 
country gentlemen, who on the contrary were crufiled by its opprefiion in common 
with the reft of the kingdom. But it belongs to the character of man to view things in 
a different light to that he ought, and this pofition was amply proved by the Swedilh 
nobility on this occafion. That which ought to have fecured its eternal gratitude to 
Guilavus has been looked upon by that body as an ufurpation, of which it has avenged 
itfelf, after a long interval, in a manner that will fix an indelible difgrace on the firft 
order of the State. 

The revolution of 1772 is ftiil confidered by the nobles as a crime on the part of His 
Majefty. They repeat, and are fupporied by feme hiftorians, that he fwore to maintain 
the aniient conftitution upon his afeenfion to the throne, and that he could not change 
it but by rendering himfelf a perjured man. Proud of this difeovery the anti-royalijts 
are pleafed with the idea, and imagine or pretend to imagine that this affumption can¬ 
not be anfwered; we fhall however endeavour at an anfwer. 

It is every where allowed that an oath extorted by violence is null: the mod rigid 
publicifts confider thofe engagements valid alone which are freely made, and that the 
unreftrained only can pledge themfelves, or truly exprefs the real intentions they may 
have. Was the oath of Guftavus on his afeenfion to the throne unfubjecl to con- 
flraint ? If the ftate of Sweden be honeftly regarded at that epoch, we do not believe 
that any fuch queftion can ferioufly be made. The fovereign in 1771 finds his king¬ 
dom a prey to the arbitrary vexations of the Senate and the States: he fucceeds a fa¬ 
ther, outraged continually with infult and humiliation, even to the very day of his death; 
and that accelerated in all human probability by fuch abufe. Could he, was he at li¬ 
berty to, refufe the adoption of this conftitution fo humiliating to royalty ? Would he 
not have expofed himfelf by a refufal to the lofs of a crown, the fhadow of which alone 
the States conceded to him, but that they might poffefs the reality ? Is it not evident 
therefore that the oath of Guftavus mu ft be claffed with thofe extorted by violence ? 
Had this Prince and his fucceflors felt themfelves bound by fuch avow, arbitrary power 
would have been perpetuated to endlefs time ; for it is paft a doubt that no king would 
have been fuffered to afeend the throne without firft taking this abfurd oath. Let the 
Swedes therefore fliawer down bleffings on Guftavus, for confidering that a vow, the ob- 

* A fenator had fold his fuffrage, on a certain important occafion, tc the French ambaffador For 4000 
plottcs. The fecretary of the embaffy, employed to carry him this him, met him ill a coach in the ftreet; 
he imparted the object of his million, upon which the fenator informed him he had only to hand him the 
money, which was in bank notes. The young man did as every one fimilarly circumftanced would have 
done : he gave him the money. Judge what mutt be his ftirprtze and indignation, upon learning the next 
day from the ambaflador that the fenator had again demanded the fame, denying the receit of the former. 
The matter was of importance, his opinion of great weight; it was thought better therefore to give 8000 
plottes than to lofe 4100, and the him was paid a fecoud lime. (The ambaffador and his fecretary, now an 
ambaffador, are yet living, 1793.) - ; v . 
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fervance of which tended to the perpetuation of abufes, ought not to be binding, for 
thinkine with reafon that the good of his people ought to be above an illufory oath, that 
the government of a fmgle man, fupe-rior to events, were preferable to that of a cove- 
tous multitude, a prey to their paflions, to intrigue, the ilaves of foreign powers, and 
ever ready to fell themfelves to the higheft bidder. 

It is poflible that the affair of the diet of 1789 offended thefe nobles more than any 
other part of the condua of the King; they have never been able to forgive him the 
rafting of the a 8 offecurity , the lefs for their having placed their dfeareft hopes them 
itronseft reliance on reducing His Majefty, during its feflions, to the date he held in 
i7-1? They outfit, however, to feel greatly obliged for his forbearance, fince by his 
alcendancy over the people he could have made them forely repent their cond 11 fct. 
They complain of the King’s extorting their conceffion ; but, had he not obtained it 
in the Houfe of Lords, that affembly can but know that he would ftill have had it pais 
bv force, and at the price of blood ; not his blood, not the blood of the people, but 
that of the nobles: they owed him gratitude for his mercy, and how was it fhtwn . 

The death of this great Prince, the lofs of whom is already felt in Sweden ; this, 
crime an eternal flain on the charader of the Swedifh nobility, deferves that we fhouid 
fpeak of it at feme length : we ihall confequently make it the fubjed of the following 

The young King is very forward for his age, he promifes much, and we dare pledge 
ourfelves for his performance: he poffeffes the cafe of the perfect fovereign; far from 
being intimidated in a circle of half a hundred, which would but be natural in a youth 
of thirteen (he was not indeed fo old when we faw him), he unaftededly contrives to- 
fpeak of fomething to all entirely free from embarraffment: it is worthy of remark 
that when Prince-royal he had three court days every fortnight. His education is 
very nicely attended to, and his hours of ftudy exactly regular. We have no doubt 
that he yet continues as laudably attentive to his duties as when we were in Sweaen. 
Although a monarch now he is convinced that his youth requires yet fome years of toil 
and ftudy to fit him for the ftation which providence has affigned him. Although 
very young this Prince mu ft fenfibly feel his lofs: what pity that thus a premature 
death fhouid fo foon have robbed him of a tender father, a model, andguide . Snut 
be his ears to the counfel given if not in unifon with the leffons of Guitavus; never 
may he forget that he has to hand down the feeptre to his child as free as it defeended 
to himfelf • that it is a property which is but his for life, and for which he is refponfi- 
ble: let him beware of perfidious infinuations, tending to limit his authority, prefented 
under the fpecious but deceptive malk of philofophy. Yet again, in adhering to this 
advice let him not run counter, let him not feek to add to the power be now enjoys p 
its limits are irrevocably fixed : wifdom itfelf prefided at the eftabhfliment of the pre- 
fent conftitution; protea it Guftavus Adolphus; call to mind the pnnees whofe glo¬ 
rious name you bear, Guftavus Vafa, Guftavus Adolphus, Guftavus III.; be they 
ever prefent in your thoughts ; and however crooked, however difficult the path you 
have to tread, but take them for your guide you never can go-wrong. 

Prince Charles Duke of Sudermania, the King’s brother, is at prefent regent.. 
The confidence repofed in him by his brother, his fHendfhip for him, which ever was 
unchanged, led us to imagine that the intentions of Guftavus would be refpeded 
after his deceafe; to our great regret muft we ftate that we have been deceived. I he 
motive of the Regent’s condud is to us a problem: many prefent themfelves to our 
imagination, on which to fix we know not. Could it be contempt or indifference to 
the will of a dying brother? either feems to us incredible, the firft ihockmg ; hopes of 
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doing better ? Surely it were the height of preemption to expeft, in a few weeks 
rule, to do better than him who, not a common man, had been employed for twenty 
years in driving to do well. Whatever may have been the motive the Regent has dif- 
miffed mod of the perfons appointed by the late King. This conduft, to lay the lead 
of it, fhews deficiency of judgment, in fo much as it will prevent thole he has placed 
in their dead from attaching themfplves to him, led they Ihould experience from his 
fucccflbr a fimilar treatment. It is con dandy highly impolitic to difapprove in iota of 
the conduct of a predeceffor; for as it is next to impoflible that all his ineafures Ihould 
be bad, a general exception either denotes excelfive arrogance or violent exafperation 
againft him; neither of which fentiments are creditable, particularly with refpeft to a 
brother much fuperior in knowledge to his cenfor *. 

Of all the matters in which the Regent has differed from his brother none are more 
driking than what regards the Trench revolution. No doubt the new power with 
which he is veded has made him look upon things in quite a different point of view; 
for we well remember that, in 1791, he held an oppofite opinion to that he has fince 
profeffed: if this be in its favour it has taken him fome time to adopt. 

The Regent fet out with a mod rigid plan of ceconomy; he began with difmiffmg the 
French aftors, an indirect cenfure on the conduct of the lad King, with whom the 
theatre was the chief amufement and 'principal expence f: but then again he kept no 
midrefs (at lead publicly); and to us it feems that his pleafures had at lead the ad¬ 
vantage of decency which, in perfons of a certain diftinttion, conftantly tells for fo me¬ 
riting J. 

We Ihall terminate this article with obferving that we did expect from the Regent 
a very different conduct. We yet have hopes-; and pray for nothing more ardently 
than that they may foon be realized. 

'Chap. XVI— Ajfqjftnation of Gujlavus III.; bis death . — Trial of the Conspirators, 

Clemency of the King, 

AT length are we come to that execrable murder, which onr pen would refufe to 
defcribe but for its being a doty impofed by the plan of our work. If on the one hand 
the enormity of the crime excite our adonilhment, on the other the magnanimity of 
Gudavus, his firmnefs, his heroic courage afford us confolation; for in the common 
habits of life we feel it foothing to find thofe we love, thofe we take pride in exalting, 
Ihew themfelves worthy of general admiration: man applauds himfelf on fuch occa¬ 
sions for his difcernment, and with refpeft to Gudavus III, we have no fear of any room 
for changing our good opinion. 

T. hat the project for making away with the King was long in agitation is an indilputable 
faft : the affaffms had miffed their aim at Haga, where His Majedy's cabinet being on 
the ground floor afforded great facility for the execution of their treafon. It is well 
known that on the very day of his aflaflination it was fpokenof at Hamburg and Bruffels 

* Leopold of Auftrui afted in a fimilar manner on his fucceeding his brother tlie Jimperor Jofeph nor 
wai-this the only foolilh thing he did in courfe of a reign of yeiy /hoi t duration. 

■j- It colt him annually ico,ooo rix-doJIars. 

| What adds to the indecorum (at leaft in our eyes) of keeping a miftrefs, is where the cafe of one pof- 
‘feffed of'an amiable and lovely wife, a wife pleafant, playful, and lively in the extreme, whom alfo, notwith- 
ftatiding tilth- recommendations, the breath of calumny has never fullied ; the cleerdl proof of innocence 
for none do wrong, however high their rank, but fcandal will attaint when it has room! 
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a matter already cffafked. It has been laid that the predominant party in France, ap¬ 
prehensive with juft reafon of the influence of Guftavus, contributed to his death: 
this is pofUble ; and this Prince was fo firmly perfuaded of its being the fad that, upon 
his receiving the blow, he exclaimed, // is a Frenchman* It is believed that the mur¬ 
derer, after making his efcapefrom the iile of Gothland, to which he had been banifli* 
ed, (for treafon in Finland during the war with Ruffia,) travelled to Paris : this we do 
not affirm, but ftiould it have happened there can be little doubt of this monfter having 
been inftagated to the deed by thofe who had the meannefs, the itnpudence to place 
the bud of a regicide in their hall of audience ** 

On the night of the 16th March 1792 the King, according to cuftom, was at the 
mafked ball at the opera; while walking he felt hitnfelf ihot in the fide: he did not 
fall, but had ftrength enough, by leaning on a perfon near him, to reach his apartment 
adjoining the theatre. This frightful event became immediately public: Baron Arm- 
feldt arrived in a condition difficult to defcribe ; and as his coniternation was at its 
height, the King comforted him by obferving, u do not he alarmed^ my friend^ it is only a 
WOund^ you have been wounded yourfelf and know what it is* In the mean time the mur¬ 
derer, favoured by his accomplices, efcaped, and two days expired before he was dif- 
covered : the piftoi he had tiled, being found on the ground, was inftrumental to his 
detection ; upon its being ihewn to the gunfmith he pointed out the purchafer* 

Surgeons were fent for from all quarters. The King immediately directed them to 
give their opinion, adding that, ftiould he have but a few hours to live, he was defzrous 
of employing them in his affairs and thofe of the State ; and confequenriy that it would 
be but loft time to probe and drefs the wound. After the furgeons had examined it they 
declared as their opinion that it was not mortal: His Majefty thereupon confented to 
have it dreffed, and was carried to thecaftle* 

The next day Countefs Ferfen, Count Brahe f, and Baron Geer, all of whom 
had for a long time abfented themfelves from court, came to vifit His Majefty, who re¬ 
ceived them with great kindnefs, and expreffed the pleafure their vifit afforded him in 
thefe memorable words : my wound is of fame utility I find, fimte it brings me back my 
friends* What retnorfe nnift not a iimilar phrafe occafion in thofe who had turned their 
backs on fuch a fovereign! 

The remaining twelve days of the life of the King were employed in the affairs of 
State ; his indefatigable activity was ftiil the fame, and every interval between his pains 
was put to profit* His laft aft of fovereignty was to appoint his friend General Arm- 
felt Governor of Stockholm, an appointment which the Regent did not fuffer him long 
to enjoy, as he afted upon the fyftem of keeping in the back ground the greater part of 
thofe attached to his brother* 

The King defired to be kept ignorant of the names of his affaffins; the murderer's 

* This fociety (the jacobin) fo fearfully famous, wiflied, by the honours pa Id to the villain Anfarjlrtzumi 
to perfimde the world that k contributed to his crime ; not indeed becaufe it fancied the a£Uon laudable, 
but becaufeit was defirous of a new kind of glory worthy only 0/ itfdf; that of difpofnig at will of the 
lives of fovereigne. They are well aware, are its members, that people of fenfe are far from giving them 
credit for fuch authority ; but fools, that is to fay the mob, are hire of it, and this is all that is wanted by 
a horde of plunderers who govern but by terror. How much mull they not be furprized that their reign 
has been fo long* 

f We were of the company when Count Brahe and his lady flipped with the Duchefs of Sudermania : we 
do not now recollect upon what occafion, but we mentioned the eircumftance to His Majelly fome few 
days after; ibis for example ym mujl look upon ax fvmPwhat indecent ^ was His Majefty*s observation. We 
mud allow His Majefl-y’s remark was juft indeed. 
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alone was mentioned to him, and Liliehorn *, the author of an anonymous letter which ;s 
copied further on. This villain came to throw himfelf at the feet of his fovereign, and 
begged for pardon, which was granted. 

The piftol with which His Majefty was fhot was loaded with two balls and feveral 
nails ; a ftnall part of the 'charge only could be ext rafted from the wound. Art was 
exhaufled in vain, and on the thirteenth day (in the forty-fixth year of his age) Guf- 
tavus III. died in inexpreffible agony, after receiving the faerament, prelerving the 
firmnefs and refignation of a great mind to the very lad. lie did not die without firft 
exafting a pro mile from his brother that the murderer alone fhould undergo capital 
punifbment: thus by an aft; of clemency, fufficient in itfelf to render him immortal, 
he terminated a glorious life by a ftill more glorious end. 

All the accomplices, that is to fay. Ribbing, Horn, Liliehorn, and Ehrenfwerd, wrote 
* to the young King, when the judgment of the parliament on their crime was publiihed, 
all entrenching themfelves behind the letter of the law, and feemingly taxing the tri¬ 
bunal, which as regicides had condemned them to death, with rigour and injuftice. 
We procured all thele letters, as well as that of Horn to his father, and Ribbing to 
his mother, in which they attempt to comfort them for the misfortune of having given 
them birth : in faft we know of no greater calamity than to have fuch children. It is 
fit we fhould pbferve that Ankerflroeum, Ribbing, and Horn threw with dice for which 
of them fhould kill the King, to the firft of whom the lot devolved : they were bound by 
oath to kill themfelves after deftroying His Majefty ; but whether from want of refoiu- 
tion, whether from hope of hiving himfelf the afiaffm omitted this. And fuch wretches 
dare to appeal for favor to the law! 

General Pecklin oppofed the King in 1756 ; alternately in the pay of either France 
or Ruffia, he fided with the court in 1762 : he vffas made a Colonel in 1772? was 
on the point of tampering with his regiment againft his mailer when arrefted and con- 
dufted to Griplholm, where he was detained for fome weeks: there he was treated with 
diftinftion and refpeft j at the end of that time the King releafed him, an aft of cle¬ 
mency difapproved by the world, Pecklin being known to be a very dangerous man. 
In 1786 he appeared at the diet but did not make himfelf confpicuous; in 1789 he was 
arrefted with feveral other gentlemen, but only in his own houfe; and upon reprefen- 
tation to His Majefty that his eftates required his prefence, was fuffered to proceed to 
them. This man, who from 1772 had lived in the utmoft obfeurity, left it in 1792 to 
enter into aconfpiracy againft the King’s perfon: but familiar with crime, and matter 
of himfelf, he would confefs nothing ; by which means he eftablifhed his innocency, 
the laws of Sweden exafting confefEon before fentence of death can be paffed. 

dddrefs of General Major Baron Charles Frederic Pecklin to the King. 

“ Sire, 

“ Your parliament, by its decree of 24th May laft, relative to the horrible treafom 
committed on the perfon of his late Majefty, Guftavus III. of glorious memory, has 
declared, on the fubjeft- of the denunciation made againft me by the guilty, that as 

* We were very well acquainted with tilts Liliehorn when at Stockholm, He is the Ton of a woman 
in a very inferior ftatlon about the Queen : he was brought up at the ICing J 3 expence ; and hashed a very 
rapid advance, being a major in the guards at an age that would, without injuftice* have allowed him to 
vegetate for Come time to come in an inferior fhti m. We frequently fpoke of him to His Majefty: we 
were never pleaied with the manner in which he fipoke'of his bcnefa£tor ; but between a conduct of this 
deferiptbn and an affaffm there is fo wide a difference, that we ftiould never have fufpe&ed him capable of 
participating in fuch a crime. 
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t be proofs they afforded could not be looked upon as full andfatisfaflory , the matter, as far 
as it regarded myfelf, jhould be referred for further evidence; and that in the interval 1 
fhmldbe transferred to the fort refs of Carljlein, in order there to be kept , and be exhorted 
by clergymen to make confeffion of the fault with which I am charged. 

« It is not without the deeped grief that I fee myfelf fufpected, arreded, and con¬ 
demned for a crime of which 1 am perfectly innocent, and which the vimeffes legally 
heard have been unable to prove, fince the parliament itfelf declares, “ that lull and 
fatisfactory evidence is yet wanting.” 

“ Your Majedy will be pleafed, therefore, not to take amifs my prayer for a rever- 
fion of this decree. 

“ Equity is the firfl virtue of a King and a judge; and internally I feel perfuaded, 
that the chief defire of Your Majedy is to exercife ir, as the mod iecure method of eftab- 
lifhing your power in the hearts of your fubjeCts; and in what does it confift, unlefs in 
the fair application of the law, and the true interpretation of its meaning* Harbouring 
this perluafion, I dare flatter myfelf, that Your Majedy will not countenance the proofs 
accepted by the parliament, efpecially as, according to all 1 am able to comprehend, 
they are in abfolute contradiction to law. 

“ The law clearly edablifhes, by the 17th feCt. 7th chap, on the fubjeCt of trials, that 
“ the tejlimony of noperfon , being himfelf criminally indidled, is to be taken in evidence, nor 
that of one who turns informer, nor that of an accomplice” He who is objectionable not 
being allowed to give his evidence, the judge can certainly pay no regard to the tedimony 
of a perfon objected to in law, but fliould on the contrary rate it wholly void of truth ; 
hence is it that the law impofes a penalty on every informer that makes not good his 
charge; and if the gth feCt. of the fame chapter permit, that in criminal caufes the tef- 
timony of an objectionable witnefs may be heard, it is only, as is formally declared in. 
the fame paragraph, “ to enable the court to obtain means of acquiring legal evidence' 
but it is not faid, that the tedimony of the rejected perfon ftiall itfelf be accepted as 
evidence. 

** As during the courfe of the trial, nothing has appeared againft me but the relations 
of perfons accufed, accomplices, and fuch as have participated in the crime, of what 
had been imparted to me at private interviews; it appears to me, that had law been 
duly adminidered, the judge would have paid no attention to fimilar relations; and the 
lefs, from the dilagreement in the different tedimonies of the guilty parties, and front 
their written varying materially from their verbal evidence, as is declared by the parlia¬ 
ment in many parts of its decree: whence it follows, that, if they were objectionable 
perfons, their tedimony for that reafon is inadtnidible by the j 7th chap. 26th feCt.; 
and added to this, the greater part have only related what they had heard from others, 
which, according to the 14th feCt. of the fame chapter, cannot be confidered as legal 
evidence. 

“All that appears likely is not therefore fact. Eli dory points out many examples of 
perfons accufed, who have had fo many apparent proofs brought againd them, that the 
judge, fully perfuaded of their criminality, has not feen the lead pqffibility of their 
being innocent; and yet, after their punifliment, the real guilty man has appeared, and 
fcewn the judge in error; wherefore, unlefs where no voluntary confeffion appears, 
or legal tedimony, as a datefman, the judge has always held it a maxim, to preferfaving 
a number of guilty to the punijhment of one innocent man. 

“ If, in the prefent indance, the individual relations of fix guilty perfons could furnifli 
a half-proof, it would give birth to the abfurd idea, that the relation of twelve culprits 
ought to be regarded as entire proof; although, in hopes of mitigating their puniffi- 
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mentj th?y might have agreed before the perpetration of their villainy, or at lcafl be¬ 
fore their arreiration, that in cafe of difcovery, they ftould denounce an innocent per- 
fon as the princip t infiigator of their criminality. None but Charles Pontus Samuel- 
fon, (Liliehcrn,) and Adolphus Lewis Ribbing, who were arrelled, the one not until 
feveral days, the other till leveral hours after the treafon, accufed me in the firft in- 
ftance; the others have only repeated what they had heard them fay, or fpoken of mat¬ 
ters which had no relation to this affair. God preferve the country from a law which 
fiiould authorize fuch traitors to appear in evidence! For who, in fuch an age, could 
be certain of preferving either his honour or his life. 

*« As for other circumftances alledged againft me, and which the parliament has looked 
upon as legally fupportcd, they are: that I acknowledged that Thure-Stenfon (Bjelke) 
had frequently fpoken to me of a revolution, rebellion, and pillage $ that a number of 
the cohfpirators dined with me on the i6th March, and that, according to the evidence 
of the witneffes heard, many perfons attempted to enter my houfe the following night. 
But to thefe I Stall humbly beg to object; that Thure-Stenfon never did fay, and that I 
never have acknowledged that either he or others had formed a defign to change the 
form of government, to excite an infurre&ion, or pillage, a natural confequence; 
wherefore, from his arguments relating to changes in other circumftances varying from 
the affair in queftion, I did never imagine that I had any thing to denounce, nor any dan¬ 
ger to prevent; and being accuftomed, at my time of life, to receive friends daily at 
my table, for the recreation of my retirement ; as to fome of the guilty, before looked 
upon as worthy people, prefenting themfelves to dine with me, this is one of thofe in¬ 
nocent incidents which cannot be laid to my charge: again, their coming that day 
without any invitation, appears a connivance among themfelves for my ruin j and if a 
number of perfons came with a view of entering my houfe without being fuffered to 
enter, this cannot be laid to my charge. Your Majefty will perceive that thefe circum¬ 
ftances form no matter of accufation againft me, and that, conformably to law', in fpjte 
of the requifition of the parliament, I cannot regard it a duty to prove the probability, 
from the juft fufpicions that I have conceived, of the refolution entered into among 
certain of the guilty to effeft my ruin ; I truft too much to the equity of Your Majefty 
to doubt for an inftant of your approbation in this particular. 

“ Hence it follows, that the charges made againft me by the guilty, and the different 
relations given by them of what they have heard and fay themfelves, or learned from 
others, joined to other circumftances of little importance, cannot in any ways, accord¬ 
ing to the fenfe given them by the parliament, afford any other than collateral evidence, 
or half proof; on the other hand, if the meaning of the taw be regarded, if ail preju¬ 
dice and fufpicion be laid afide, thefe denunciations and thefe circumftances yield no 
proof whatsoever j for what does the law mean by appearances and circumftantial evi¬ 
dence ? In cafe of murder or affaffination, for example, it may be produced, that arms- 
belonging to the party accufed have been found near the murdered corpfe; that he re¬ 
fid es in the neighbourhood; that he may have been feen covered with blood, &c.; 
thefe are appearances. But the fpeaking proofs of my innocence will not efcape the 
penetration of Your Majefty. A number of my fervants, examined upon oath, have 
given from their teftimony no reafon to imagine that I had any knowledge of -the plot 
formed againft the late King j fo far from it, they have attefted my innocence, for they 
have depofed, that my doors were kept clofe the whole night, and that none of thofe 
who knocked were admitted, which certainly would not have been the cafe if 1 had 
been concerned : further, when the girl Peterfon came to inform me that the King had 
been wounded by a piftol, I was fo much hurt at the news that it occafioned me an ill- 
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nefs, an‘ inconteftible proof of my furprize, and the real grief I felt at this fatal event. 
Moreover, who can reafonably imagine that an old man of feventy years of age, weighed 
down and waited by the viciffitudes he has undergone, dropping by degrees into the 
grave, and occupied wholly on his latter end, could have allied bis phlegm and indif¬ 
ference to the violence and ambition of a parcel of madmen, and plot with them a con- 
fpiracy againft the perfon of the King, and. a revolution, contrary to his confcience, to 
his reafon, and to prudence. 

« But, Sire, fince no half-proof, nothing circumftantial, adtnillible by law, has been 
produced againft me, how can the parliament, wholly unprovided with thefe, have 
ventured to impofe on me a real punilhment, a punilhment the moft fevere that in my 
unfortunate fituation it poflibly could do, that of depriving me of my liberty, and thole 
attentions which my age requires, by confining me in a fortrefs the reft of my days. 

“ The chief motive of this fentence cannot be, as ailedged by parliament, to induce 
me,through the remonftrances of the clergy, to make confeflion of fault; for if this were 
abfolutely neceflary, it would be equally practicable in a houle here in the city, where 
clergymen are to be found more enlightened and more eloquent than could be in a dis¬ 
tant fortrefs. 

“ And fuppofing the parliament to be influenced by the three royal letters cited by the 
King’s folicitor, Your Majefty will perceive that the King’s letter, dated i ith November 
1756, ftates, that “ doubtkfs for the purpofe of difcovering others concerned , feme of the 
accomplices may , even before trials be confined in a fortrefs until more ample information be 
procured." and it is exprefsly ordained in this letter, that the prifoner fhould be crimi¬ 
nal, and his crime proved; but this citation cannot be looked upon as regarding him 
arrefted merely on fufpicion. As for the other two letters of His Majefty, neither can 
be deemed as applying to the cafe. 

« To conclude; as he who committed this horrible crime has been legally and juftly 
punifhed, and as thofe who formed this infamous confpiracy have been difcovered and 
condemned; while againft me, as I have {hewn, no witnefs or legal charge has been 
brought in the whole courfe of the trial, I live in hope that Your Majefty will decide 
that a more rigid confinement, for the purpofe of extorting confeflion, ought not to take 
place; imploring, if I fiiould have miftaken the meaning of the law, the clemency of 
Your Majefty. 

i( I am, for the few remaining days I have to live, with conftant zeal, 
and the moft profound fubmiflion. Sire, 

“ Your Majefty’s moft humble, &c. 

“ Cn. Fred. Pjecklin.” 

Copy of the anonymous Letter of Liliehom to Guftavus III. on the day of his 

affirmation . 

« Deign, and gracioufly allow an anonymous perfon, whofe pen is guided by the 
voice of honour and confcience, with the moft perfect franknels, to warn you that there 
are individuals, as well in the provinces as here in the city, who breathe nothing but 
hatred and vengeance againft you, to the length even of your deft ruction by fome mode 
of affaflination. That they {hould have failed the night of the lafl malked ball has 
been a fubjefl; of regret with them j and they notice with pleafure that another is an¬ 
nounced for to-day. Affaflins Ihun the day; nothing, they fay, can be more favourable 
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to them than darknefs, and the difguife which you are accuffomed to wear on theife oc- 
eafions; you are therefore entreated, by every tiling that isfacred, to defer this curled 
ball to a more fuitable opportunity, for your prefeut and future interelt, as well as that 
of feme enthufiafts, from whofe handsdoubtlefs, upon reflection, the Almighty will 
caufe the dagger to be thrown. I have the honour to afiure you, in the face of hea¬ 
ven, which I call to witnefs the motive and purity of my intentions, that the advertise¬ 
ment 1 give you comes from a man who is nothing lels than a courtier, who is in need 
of nothing, and who is very far from approving all theralh fteps you have taken, either 
in War or politics, and particularly in what regards morality. In making this confefiion 
with the utmoft cordiality, I fha.ll appear to you the lefs liable to fufpicion when I allure 
you, that being prefeut at the diet at Gefle, 1 fhould not have hefitatedan infant to have 
■drawn the fword to oppofe your mercenaries with all my powers, in. cafe they had re- 
forted to open force, as was at one infant expected. Vouchfafe, therefore, to diftin- 
guilh a difference between the conduct of a man of honour in his fenles, and that of an 
enthufiaft and a traitor: the one withes well to the commonweal, aiking for nothing 
more certainly than to be fo fituated as would allow of his making ufe of means fanc- 
tioned by religion and honour to promote its welfare; the other conceives all meafures 
tolerable which may contribute to the object in view. It may, however, be difficult, if 
not altogether iinpoflible in the end, to forewarn you againft all the calamities which 
furround you, unlefs you put yourfelf in train to become fincerely reconciled with the 
fame part of the nation, by following a conduct, however little, yet different to that you 
fiave hitherto done. 

“ I have conceived it for my internal fatisfaclion a duty to reveal this fhocking fecret, 
which I learnt by mere chance two hours ago ; be perfuaded, alfo, that I am not in- 
fpired by a panic terror in taking this ftep, but on the contrary by the dreadful cer¬ 
tainty I have, from what has been divulged to me, of the verity of the fa£t. Take 
good heed, I further entreat you, of the ground-floor at Haga, as being, according to 
their declaration, a place more appropriate than any other for their purpofes. You 
cannot ufe, generally fpeaking, too much precaution : if I may advife, keep away en¬ 
tirely from mafked balls, at leaft till after the holidays, this being-of importance to 
yourfelf as well as to us all. You will do wrong by fhewing a courage which nothing 
can move j we know that you have bravely faced the enemy; you may therefore with 
.perfeft fecurity and without dilhonour avoid the blow of a traitor. Iihallnever ceafe 
to put up prayers for your happinefs; befeeching you, in the mean time, to make no 
perquifitions for the purpofe of detecting the author of this advice, as they would be 
fruitlefs, having been entirely alone while I wrote it, and not having communicated its 
contents to any one/’ 

This letter was given in a garbled fate in all the newfpapers at the period of the fatal 
event; above, it is given with exactitude: the traitor who wrote it knew well enough 
what effeCt an anonymous letter would have upon the King ; had he had any real in¬ 
tention of faying him, he would have perfonally divulged the confpiracy: but we are 
not to wonder at the conduct of the wretch j he owed his all to the King, his fupport, 
his military rife, (he was a major in the guards,) and we live in an age in which ingra¬ 
titude to the throne is looked upon as a merit; as if Kings were the only men on earth 
bound to do good, the only objects of unfcrupled affaflination. 


Extract 
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Ext raft from the verbal procefs at the Cafile of Drottningholm^ on the l$th Attgvfi 

1792, in prefence of 

His Royal Highncfs •the Duke of Sutler mania. 

His Excellency Count Wachmcifler Rickfdrots. 

Elis Excellency Baron Sparre, Grand Chancellor . 

Pref dent Baron de Kurck. 

Prefdent Baron de Reuterholm. 

Pref dent Count de Ruuth. 

Senefchal Rogberg. 

Scncfchal Ulner. 

On the above day, the report of the commiffion being called for, and the two pro¬ 
tocols of the 4th July being read, the fecretary of the commiffion, Iferhielm, prefented 
the definitive conclufion of the high tribunal, upon the rgvifion of the decrees of the 
parliament, on the 24th of May of the prefent year, again ft the former Counts Horn 
and Ribbing, lieutenant-colonel Liliehorn, and lieutenant Baron Ehrenfverd, as well as 
againft the other perfons implicated in the horrible crime committed on the perfon 
of the late King; after which His Royal Highnefs was pleafed thus to exprefs him- 
felf : 

“ All the prefcriptions of law having been exactly followed, none of the advantages 
which it affords the criminals having been withheld, and the confirmation from the 
high tribunal, of the decree of the parliament made on the 24th May, having been pre¬ 
fented to us, we have nothing more to do than to make known our. fentence and will 
upon the occafion. 

« A prey to grief, to thofe afHifting fenfations which agonife our heart, while the 
memory of a refpefted King and much beloved brother is united with the anguilh 
which the unhappy and deplorable manner in which he was taken from us occafions in 
our bofom, we have neverthelefs, in conformity to our painful duty, caufed reprefenta- 
tion of all the occurrences of this horrible affair to be laid before us, with the fubftance 
of the different afts as they regard the fame.. 

“ It is not without the moll lively emotion that we perceive, by thefe elucidations,, 
that an unheard-of confpiracy has exifted againft the life of our revered monarch, and 
been executed in fuch a fhocking manner as makes humanity fhudder, in a manner that 
never could we have thought poffible in our days and in Sweden. This ftain, not upon 
the nation, known in all ages for its honour and fidelity, but upon a fmall number of 
guilty perfons, ought to be wafbed away and expiated according to the rigour of the 
law; and this is our duty to effeft. Our heart, torn by the moft cruel remembrance, 
feels fenfibly the horror fuch an atrocious deed is calculated to excite; but thefe feel¬ 
ings, although fatisfaftory for our grief, are not the only ones that afflict us. What 
adds to our trouble is, that we are under neceffity of rendering the juft feverity of the 
law (which we are far from defirous of mitigating in favour of criminals of this defcrip- 
tion,) compatible with the facred promifes extorted from us by the prayers and injunc¬ 
tions of a dying brother, our King,. 

“ The inftant is at hand which is to decide and make public the fate of thefe unfor¬ 
tunate men, who, by the nature of their crime, are more unhappy than they poffibly 
could be in undergoing the punifhments they have merited- The law has pronounced 
their fentence, and we feel perfuaded that the axe falling on their heads, would be to 
them, in their frightful fituation, the firfl and greateft of favours. Our confirmation 
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of this decree would fatisfy, at this moment, the rigour of juftice; but we are withheld 
by the ftrongeft and mod efficacious rcafons, which we ihall unveil for our own julli- 
fication and the benefit of pofterity. 

“ Being by the fide of the bed of His late Majefty a few days before his death, and 
fpcaking to him of the misfortune which had befallen him, and the dreadful confe- 
quences that would follow; His Majefty, whole fenfiblc and generous heart was ever 
prone to pardon, vouchfafed to exprefs to us, that the idea of the merited torments 
which the guilty would have to fuffer affecled him more by far than all his pains; he 
added, moreover, that this opprefiive fancy would never let him reft, unlefs we fhould 
•promife and fwear, upon the faith of a brother and a Prince, that in cafe he fhould 
•chance to die, his intercefiion fhould avail for the falvation of the lives of thofe wretched 
men who had been wanting to him in fidelity. Moved even to tears at fuch noble fen- 
timents, we yet dared to reprefent to him that law, whether human or divine, would 
not allow fo horrible a crime to pafs without penalty of death, and that the honour of 
the Swedifh name and public fecurity exprefsly called for juftice. His Majefty, fenlibly 
affected by thefe heartfelt reprefentations, then laid with anguifh, that if the law of re- 
prifal neceffarily exafted blood for blood, that if his interceffion was infufficient as a 
party to fave the life of the unfortunate man who lifted his hand againft his life; he yet 
perfifted that his fhould be the only one to pay for the death he had occafioned ; and 
that none of thofe concerned in the plot, however great their number, or deep their in- 
tereft therein, (which at that time was not difeovered or perfectly known,) fhould fuffer 
for it in their lives. 

“ His Majefty at the laft added, that this was not only his taft application as a bro¬ 
ther, but his laft will as a King, as the power of pardon could not be taken away from 
him as long as he lived; and again exacted from me the moft folemn promife; fuch I 
could not, nor had the right to refufe him any longer. This affefting and remarkable 
converfation, which will develope to pofterity the generofity and clemency of Gufta- 
vus III., and which, more than the victory at Svenkfund, will tend to eternize his name, 
fliall be the bafis upon which our fentence and refolves fliall be founded. 

“ As a chriftian, a fubjeft, a brother, as a man, we cannot, ought not to vary from 
the will of a dying King. He had the inconteftible right of pardoning in his own caufe. 
We fliall follow loyally his orders, nor Ihall it be reproached his brother that he deceived 
him in the arms of death. 

“ In confequence of the reafons before alledged, we declare and ordain, that the 
fentence of death awarded by the parliament, and confirmed by the high tribunal, 
againft the former Counts Claudius Fredericfon Horn, and Adolphus Lewis Ribbing, 
the former Lieutenant-Colonel and Chevalier Charles Pontus Liliehorn, and the former 
Lieutenant Baron Charles Frederic Ehrenfverd, fliall be commuted into perpetual ba- 
nifhmentj that they are degraded from their nobility, and declared unworthy of all 
right of citizenfhip; that they fhall be immediately conduced to the frontiers of an of¬ 
fended country, without hope of ever being allowed to return, and with prohibition, 
under pain of fuffering the death pronounced againft them, ever to require the fame. 
The care of their punifhment we leave to their conference and remorfe, perfuaded that 
the bitter reflections to which we deliver them will be more intolerable than death itfelf *. 

* The regent deceives himfelf; men of this defeription are ftrangers to remorfe. Banifhment is no pu¬ 
nifhment for fcoundreb who could no longer live in Sweden : two of thefe wretches, on their p adage even 
from Copenhagen to Hamburgh, proved that fentiments of repentance, imputed to them by the regent, 
were far fror their thoughts. Not with Handing the motive aferibed lower down, it is in a Fort refs that re¬ 
gicides, whole life is not fhortened on the fcaffold, fhould end their days. 
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"We fliall haften their immediate expulfion, in order fo, if poflible, to efface the remem¬ 
brance of fuch a horrid crime, which, by their detention in the fortreffes of the king¬ 
dom, would only renew the remembrance of a misfortune in itfelf indelible. For ever 
be thefe unhappy wreiches baniflied from that Sweden whofe calm and tranquillity they 
have difturbed; and in order to encreafe their remorfe, let them know that it is the 
King, again ft whofe life they dared to confpire, who, in his dying moments, gave them 
theirs. 

As for other perfons accufed fmce, we are not authorifed by the will of flis late Ma- 
jefty to leffen the feverity of the law in their favour, neither can we in an affair of this 
nature follow our innate inclination to clemency; whereupon we confirm, with refpsft 
to them, the definitive fentence of the High tribunal: in confequence of which Coun¬ 
cillor Von Engeflroeum (hall be fufpended from his poft. and be confined for three 
years in a fortrefs. Major Hartmanfdorff fliall likewife be displaced and imprifoned for 
a year; the Secretary Von Engellrceutn fliall be fufpended from his office for twelve 
months, and General Major Baron de Pecklin fliall be confined in a fortrefs until more 
ample information; but the territorial judge Nodell, agreeably to the fentence of the 
Parliament and the High Tribunal fliall be releafed from all charges. 

His Royal Ilighnefs immediately appointed the fortrefs of Waxholm for the prifon of 
Councillor Von Engeflroeum, that of Malmoe for Major Hartmanfdorff, and that of 
Warberg for General Major Pecklin. 

The prefent verbal procefs and the fentence it contains having been read and col¬ 
lated, the Commiffion broke up its fitting, in fdem protocol!. 

(Signed) N. JOHNSON. 

We conceive that what will now have met the reader’s eye requires no comment. 
A dying King pardons his allaffins: the lafl aft of his power is to draw afide the venge¬ 
ful fword of the law, from punifliing thofe who had robbed him of life: how honour¬ 
able, how glorious fuch an end! How well it crowns a reign, too Ihort for Sweden, but 
long enough for thofe Sovereigns difpofed to take him for a model, and enlightened 
enough to follow his fteps. 

The clemency of the King is fo well known to us, that upon the firft intelligence oF 
this execrable aft, we declared as our opinion, that if His Majefty recovered, the mur¬ 
derer alone would be punifhed with death. The event has fhewn that wc were not 
deceived. 


Chap. XVIII.- 0« the Death of Charles XII . 

THIS event, fo important from its confequences, which paved the way for Sweden 
to obtain a peace wanted fo many years before, and which changed the form of go¬ 
vernment of the country, is related in fo many different manners, but each fo void of 
proofs, that every hiftorian, without being liable to the charge of impofture, is left to 
adopt which he will. The ftatement of M. Voltaire has had mod partizans, yet do we 
confider it wrong, and the refearches we have been able to make put our opinion be¬ 
yond all doubt. We (hall prefently difcufs that of Mr. Coxe, given at great length in 
his Second Voyage to the North, publifhed in 1791: but fliall firft begin with the account 
of Lager bring, Profetfor at Lund, taken from his Hi (lory of Sweden, vol. iv. part 3. which 
treats of the reign of Charles XII. Stockholm, 1779 ; in it will befeen the effential dif¬ 
ferences which characterize the account of each hiftorian. 
vol. vi. 3 u 
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“ On the 281I1 October, 1718, the King coming from the Weftem Ed, entered Nor¬ 
way, followed by the other columns of the army. On the 20th November, batteries 
were raifed againft Frederufhalk Oil the 27th, fort GyUenlow was taken by aflault, at 
which the King was prefent. On the fir It Sunday in Advent, the 30th November, the 
King attended divine fervice in the morning, and afternoon at head quarters at Tijleda- 
Icn in the moniing he hnrnt certain papers. At four o’clock in the afternoon the King 
vifited the trenches on horfeback, and at nine in the evening all was done, and the King 
was a corpfe. Charles Handing in the trench, his body bent, with his head fupported 
on his arms leaning on the parapet, the officers prelent imagined him afleep; but as he 
remained in this pofture a longer time than ufual, they went up to him, and found that 
life was gone.” This is the account of Mr. Nordberg: others pretend that the engineer 
Megret, who had the direflion of the works in the trenches, wasfeated to near the King 
that he perceived a kind of convulfive tremor in him, whence he concluded him dead. 
M. de Voltaire, whdfe relation differs from that of others, fays that no one was near the 
King but Megret and Siguier . " The King was {landing,” fays he, “ oppofite to a bat¬ 
tery of the enemy, whence was a great diicharge of mufquet balls, with his body half 
uncovered from the enemy’s fire; at fome paces diflant was Count Baron Schwerin , 
Count Pcffe, a captain in the guards, Kalbert an aide de camp, (it fhould' be aide de 
camp general Kaulbars) was waiting his orders. All at once Mcgret and Siguier law 
the King fall on the parapet. A ball of half a pound weight had entered his head on 
the right fide, jffld made fuch a large hole that you might put in it your three fingers ; 
the left eye was entirely flattened, and the right forced out of its focket. When ’Megret 
law that the King was lifelefs he exclaimed : The play is over, now let's to /upper, but 
Siquier haftened to inform Baron Schwerin, &c.” . Colonel Carlberg, then Lieutenant- 
Colonel of Engineers, who w as prefent alfo in the trenches, has given another relation 
different from the preceding. “ When Colonel Megret, charged with directing the at¬ 
tack, had marked a new fine with fafeines and gabions at a diftanceof no more than two 
hundred ells from the bulwarks of the fortrefs; the enemy began a violent fire both 
with mufquetry and cannon: this was the firft time of their ufing mufquetry again ft 
the workmen in the trenches. The red hot balls and burning pitch on the fortrefs gave 
fufficient fight round about. Mr. Carlberg , after giving inltrudions to the men how to 
place the gabions, went down into the firit trench, where fome officers of high rank, 
were {landing clofe to the feet of the King, who leaned on the flope of the parapet of 
the trench, with his left hand under his jaw, fo that a part of his face was above the 
parapet directed towards the fortrefs. Hereupon a ball ftruck him on the left fide of 
the head, {this, from infpettion tnade of the wound, is evidently falfe ,) without any other 
movement being perceptible but that of his hand, which dropped from his jaw, and his 
head which reclined on his cloak. The aide de camp, General Kaulbars , was the firit 
who perceived the death of the King; he ftruck Carlberg on the fhouIJer, and begged 
him to make hafte to relate it to General P. B. Schwerin, who directed that it fliould 
not yet be made public, and that his body fliould be tranfported to head quarters. He 
thereupon was put on a litter and covered with white cloaks. At this inftant Siquier 
approached the litter, took the King’s hat, and put his hat and wig on him. The litter 
was accompanied by Carlberg, and a Captain Schultz, (fince ennobled under the name 
of NonL ncrentz) to Tiftedalen, and the body was carried to the fame houfe where the 
King had taken up his abode. After General Schwerin, the Duke of ilolfiein. Field 
Marflial Moeurner and General Diiker were among the firft who faw the defnnd. The 
Hereditary Prince of Beffe was then at Torpum, at the diftance of three quarters of a 
mile from Tiftedalen, and on his arrival the whole army had orders to decamp.” Thus 
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in many circumihnc.es the relation of Carlherg differs from thofe of Nordberg and Vol¬ 
taire, The Iaft remarks that no one was p relent when the King was killed except Si* 
pder and Megret, and that the foil of thefe related the death of the King to General 
Schwerin* 

Carlbcrg fays quite the contrary. Neverthelefs we mu ft not accufe M. dc Voltaire 
for relating cireumfiances fuch as they were given to him, and not improbably by the 
fame Siquier # ; but at the fame time we have no right to look upon as falfe the account: 
given by an individual who heard, faw, and did himlelf the things which he defcribes, 
and whom neither fear nor reward could induce to write any thing but what he could 
vouch from actual experience f * 

Different opinions were entertained of the King’s wound ; fuch as examined it, main¬ 
tained that it could not have been made from the fortrefs or the redoubts of the enemy. 
On a draught of the fiege of Fredericfliall on which it was affirmed that the King was 
killed by a fhot from the redoubts, an officer of high rank, who was at the time alfo in 
Norway, had written in German with his own hand, that is not true. It was generally 
conceived that the blow did not come from either a Dane or a Swede. No rumour 
was more common than that Siquier, the King’s aide decamp, had murdered the King. 
It is not doubted that he himfelf confeffed it when ill at Stockholm in 1722, but it is 
added that this illnefs was accompanied with delirium. Some have imagined that re- 
^norfe had extorted this confeffion 5 others again have infixed that Siquier after his re¬ 
covery, when for the benefit of the waters at Medevi, was tortured by the fame remorfe, 
although then perfectly in his fenfes and not delirious. In cafe Siquier had been near 
Kaulbars and others who were handing by the King’s feet when he was killed, it would 
not only have been eafy, but his duty to have obtained their teftimony, and by his neg¬ 
lecting this,fufpicion is no wifediminifhed. Another circumftance is alfo equivocal: Nord¬ 
berg relates that Siquier and Megret followed the King into the trenches, but I have 
been credibly informed that Siquier had nothing to do in the trenches, and that being 
interrogated by a certain perfon as to what bufiiiefs he had there, he hefitated in his 
anfwer. M* de Voltaire however declares him entirely innocent* He grounds his con¬ 
viction in the ffrft place on a declaration made to him by Siquier himfelf. u I could 
have killed the King of Sweden ; but fuch was my refpefl: for that hero, that if I had 
been fo inclined, I fhould not yet have daredand fecondly he obferves that “ Si¬ 
quier died poor, and that fuch exploits are ordinarily well paid : J> but if the miferable 
wretch do not in fuch cafes receive his wages in advance, his earnings may turn out ex¬ 
tremely fmalh The third circmnflance which he thinks abfolves him from the charge, 
appears to be of greater confequence, to wit, tc that the ball which terminated His Ma- 
jelly’s life weighed half a pound, a ball of which weight would not enter the mouth of 
i fufiL” But how did Siquier learn that the ball was exactly of that weight, fince in 
Sweden it is entirely unknown; probably it might be afcertained from the verbal pro- 
cefs on the fubje£t of an infpeftion of the body by three S wedifli noblemen J, a copy of 
which I give in a note fubjoined. 

“ We 

* In admitting tliis hypothecs, It fs next to impoffible not to have violent fufpicions of Siquier, aa fhall 
be hereafter detailed. 

f The Ratement of Colonel Carlberg was communicated by lumfelf to the author, and the copy which 
he poffrfTes he is aflured was written by Col* C. 

£ In the year 1746, on the 12th July, between five and fix in the morning, the underfigned went down 
into the Maufolcum called Carolm or Palatine, on the cqueftrian ifie of the church at Stockholm, and 
opened the coffin of King Charles X 1 L defunct, whom they found in the condition and order following ; 
a mattrafs or pillow fluffed with aromatic herbs covered the face of the King, under his head and joining 
; ‘ 3 u 2 ki« 
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« We pafs over feveral other memorable things related by M. t’e Voltaire, probably 
communicated to him by Siquier, of which however the perfons in attendance by the 
King ought to have better information, notwithHanding their narratives differ from that 
of M. de Voltaire. Another circumfiance as memorable as it is unaccountable. An 
officer of high rank in the neighbourhood of Frederidlialt foretold that the King would 
die on the 30th November. The report of this prediction was very extenfively fpread, 
and no fecret of it was made. It is not known whether it ever reached the ear of His 
Majcfty, but as we have before remarked, he was noticed the morning before to have 
deftroyed fome papers, and had nothing in his pockets but a prayer book and a minia¬ 
ture of Guftavus Adolphus. If the death of the King had not happened, the prophecy 
would only have been laughed at, but as it was confirmed by the event, it was thought 

to have fome fignification. . 

« To judge from appearances, the King died at a very unfortunate time for Sweden; 
but the J death of Kings is decided by powerful motives, which are not always thofe 
that fuit the intereft of man.” 

The foregoing is an exact tranflation as afforded 11s by a learned Swede; he further 
added, that the time would come when the death of Charles would be fpoken of as at 
prefent we do of that of Guftavus Adolphus, and we are very much of his opinion; 
We fliall now proceed to difcufs the opinion of Mr. Coxe, expofe our own, and leave 
our readers to determine which is the beft founded in argument and affertions. 

Mr. Coxe, in his Travels in the North, publifhed in 1791, enters largely into the 
fubjeft of this death ; he pretends that Lamotraye and Voltaire have given falle ac¬ 
counts of this event; this is true, it is certain, from the verbal procefs before cited, and. 
from the mafk moulded over the face of the King, of which Mr. Coxe fpeaks, that his 
eyes were not found out of his head, that the ball did not weigh half a pound, and that 
the orifice was confiderably fmaller than reported. Mr. Coxe cites the fame verbal 
procefs as we do, with fome flight difference. His tranflator has miftook him grofly in 
putting depth for length, and penetrated for went out. Mr. Coxe could have feen no 
other mark than fuch as we have defcribed: his conclufion from it is limply that the 
wound was made by a fmall bullet, which is incontrovertible: but he perfiits in believ¬ 
ing that it came from the fortrefs, and principally fupports his opinion by the account 
afforded by the old Norwegian Elkenfon, a cannoneer in the Danilh garrifon during the 


liis face was a doth. The head was uncovered without any cap. but in lieu was fiirrounded by a laurel 
wreath. His hair was in good prefei ration, oT a very light brown colour, and the length of a little finger 
combed upwards on the fides, but the top of his head was bald. On the right fide jult beneath the temple 
was a plafter, which (luck fo fall that with great difficulty we could remove it; when removed, we per¬ 
ceived and felt an oblong orifice ilanting in a direction towards the back of the head feven lines in length 
and two in breadth; on the left fide which was covered with a plaller of the fame fiv.e, the whole of the 
temple was torn away, and the fragments of the bones evidently denoted the pailage of the ball from that 
part His face was much walled, his mouth rather open; and fome of his teeth were vifjble. Under his 
head were feveral pillows of white linen full of fragrant herbs. Along his fides and on his arms a number 
of fmall white bags were laid filled with the fame materials. His arms were flrctched by the fide of the 
body, and his hands covered with white gloves were placed oppofite each other. His Hurt was of linen of a 
fmaller deerree of finenefs, and his winding (beet of cambric. 

B b EH. HARLEMAN. 

EL EKEBLAD. 

ANDREW JOHN, of Hcepken. 

The original of this atteftation is in the King’s library at Stockholm. It was communicated to the author 
by the Royal Librarian Gjcturwell, and may be feen in a work written by him, entitled Swedijb Antedate!, 

^ Baron Harleman was fuperintendanl of the King’s fliips. Counts Ekeblad and Hocpken were after¬ 
wards made Senators, 
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fiege, We reafon therefore from the fame materials as Mr, Coxe, but decide in a dif¬ 
ferent manner, We are well perfuaded that the King was affaffinated, and lhall detail 
the conje£iures upon which we decide, for where there is abfenceof proofs we muft be 
fadsfied with conje&ure. 

In the fir ft place Mr. Coxe, if impartial, muft allow that it is farcical to efteem the 
narrative of rhe old Norwegian alluded to as of any weight: wall he attempt to perfuade 
us, or does he himfelf believe that a cannoneer in a fortrefs any more than a foklier in 
the ranks can fcnbw any thing of what paffes except immediately by him, particularly 
at nine o'clock at night in the month of December, From hisrefponfes we gather for 
certain that there was no firing that night from the fortrefs of Oberbsrg^ this indeed the 
Norwegian, muft furely be competent to fay, as he was in the fort \ but this is all that 
he could know, and this proves nothing more than thatLamotraye is in error, affumhig 
the fhot to have come from that place. Mr. Coxe adds that the old man was of a frank 
character, and that there was nothing to induce him to tell an untruth : certainly not* 
nor did he conceal ought he knew, ITe ftates moreover that the Danes made ufe of 
mufquetry, that the parapet where the King flood was perfectly within reach of the 
place, that a number of /hells were fired, and that the King might have been killed by 
the enemy. This was all known before ; and if Mr. Coxe reflects, lie will fee that this 
proves nothing againft the affaffination: for it is impoflible to prefume that any one 
would have chofen a time for making away with the King by a mufquet or piftoi fhot 
when out of the reach of the enemy's batteries, or when the enemy made no ufe of balls 
againft the Swedifh trenches funilar to that by which he was ftruck, that is to fay, final! 
bullets, This would have demonftmted to all Europe that the Monarch died by affaf- 
fination, and there is good reafon to imagine that inch was not the intention of the 
guilty. We conclude therefore, that the convention, noticed with fo much fatisfufHon 
by Mr. Coxe, proves nothing againft our afiumption, or in favour of his own. It mult 
further be remarked, that the old Norwegian told Mr. Coxe that a number of loldiers 
were killed by the fide of the King, fo many indeed that they were buried on the fpot. 
It is verv extraordinary that this cannoneer Ihould have feen thus much from his fortrefs 
of Oberberg, (from which the Swedes were feparated by a hill,) or that after the army 
had decamped, he fhould divine that the foldiers killed in the trenches had been fo 
killed near the King, and at the fame time he was himfelf, Fo conclude, it is very fin* 
gular that this man fhould have known that, ot which no relation makes mention ; tor 
in all thofe which fpeak of the greateft number of perfons about the King, fpeak but oi 
four or five without enumerating any foldiers whatever. Mr- Coxe fays that the pre* 
fent King of Sweden (1791) hadconje&ured that Grmjledt was the atfaflin; but after* 
wards confeffed that he was miftaken : this may be, but if Mr. Coxe has^ ever had the 
honour of fpeaking to the King on this fubjeft, he would have found that if His Majefty 
no longer believes that Cronftedt was theaffaffin, it follows not that he does not believe 
he was affaffinated by foine other perfon, I hefe are what Mr. Coxe calls proofs, finifli- 
ing with thefe decifive words : 

“ The queftion relative to the death of Charles Xfl. is now rendered very fimple : 
unlikely anecdotes and vague conjectures cannot weigh againft a pofitive faft: the pre¬ 
tended affaffination is a mere chimera. 35 We fee nothing pofitive in all this, unlefs it be 
the tone of affurance which Mr. Coxe affiunes, nothing chimerical unlefs it be in his 
aflertions. We fubjoiu our reflexions upon the fame data. 

Firji rejleBhn**— According to the verbal procefs, the authenticity of which is incon* 
teftible, the ball went through the head in a horizontal direction, making a very fmall 
hole on entering, and tearing away the temple and Mattering the bones as it went out 

on 
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on the left fide; It confequently muft have had a violent impulfe, whence v/e may fairly 
conclude that the {hot was from a very fliort tliftance; then, the more near the parapet 
is affumed to be to the fortrefs, in order to render probable that the foot fhould have 
proceeded thence, the more impollible do we make it that the ball fhould have taken an 
horizontal dire&ion; for it muft not be forgotten that the fortrefsof Frcderirfl.in is on the 
fummitof a perpendicular rock, and the fituation of Charles the plain, near a- craggy 
rock, at the end of the Governor’s garden. If the (hot therefore had come whether 
from a cannon, mufquet, or carbine, fired from a great eminence, it could not move in 
an horizontal direction, to ftrike a point fituated below it; perhaps it may be faid that 
the courfe of the ball was changed by finking fomewhere, as occafionally happens ; but 
this objection becomes a nullity, when we confider that it pierced every obftacle, flut¬ 
tered the parts it encountered, which are precifely the hardefi in the whole head, and 
that it neceffarily mufi have gone through either the neck or the jaw, if it had not taken 
its direftion in a perfeftly ftraight line. The hat of Charles affords a new proof 
of the ball palling out at the temple, fince the hole is beneath the button, unlefs, indeed, 
the King wore it a la Pandoun , with the button on the right, in which cafe the hole 
would have been much enlarged by the curious, as Mr. Coxe obferves in his firft 
travels. 

Second reflection —Not only did the ball traverfe in a horizontal direaion, but alfo 
from the right temple to the left: let us fee if this be probable. According to all ac¬ 
counts the King was examining the enemy’s batteries. Handing, and his head fupported 
on his hands. Mr. Coxe indeed makes him to be feated on a wooden chair which was 
fhewn him ; as this by no means changes the pofition of the head of the King, we (hall 
pafs lightly over this opinion which nobody ever gave before. The King then was in 
front of the batteries, and as his bufinefs there was to examine them, it cannot be pre¬ 
fumed that he would for that purpofe prerent the fide of his face, or if it be admitted 
that the form of one of the batteries abfolutely made a right angle with a line from the 
middle of the King’s forehead, in fuch cafe, in the firft place, the trenches muft have 
been opened fo as to be liable to enfilade, and in addition the batteries have formed a 
perfect femi-circle; both thefe fuppofitions are inadmiffible; the Swedi fit engineers were 
no novices; the place was attacked in fuch a manner, that, but for the death of the King, 
it muft have been taken in a few days ; and the Danes for certainty had no batteries 
fronting each other in their fortrefles: fo that in any cafe the King might have fronted 
the batteries without expofing his fide to any, as there is no doubt but he did. 

Third reflexion ,—It is plain from the blood on the glove of the right hand, and on 
the fword.belt, that the King firft put his hand to the wound„ and afterwards on his 
fword, which he even drew half from thefcabbard. The firft movement is inftinflive? 
nature engages us to place the hand where pain is felt. But the fecond fuppofes re¬ 
flection ; and however rapid the action, it appears to us not the effect of chance; it 
evinces a determination to repel an aggreflion. We appeal to Mr. Coxe ; would he, 
in the trenches, expofed to continual fire, if he felt himfelf ftruck, would he lay his 
hand on his fword: many officers have feen fimilar events in trenches, can they cite an 
example of a fingle man attempting to draw his fword againft a cannon-ball, or the bur fl¬ 
ing of a bomb ? It feems to us that this fa£t has been much too flightly noticed, as from 
due examination it feems important. 

Fourth reflexion. —The mafk of ftucco, which we mention as well as Mr. Coxe, ex¬ 
tends only to the extremities of the temples; but the wound is left vifible on the right 
fide; why was it not alfo on the left ? The temple torn away, the bones Clattered, no¬ 
thin g of this is marked on the platter: would it be ralhnefs to imagine that this foam 
' ° 8 affixture 
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affixture was only placed there to prevent the curious from making the fame reflexions 
that we do now, reflections refulting from the verbal procefs entirely, fmcc no author 
has ever fpoken of the effeCt of the ball ? If to this be added the epoch at which this 
rnafli was moulded, the fliort time elapfed from the event, it will readily be conceived 
that this precaution was ufed from a lornial refolutiou to make no perquifition after the 
Origin of his death, as has been proved by the event. 

Let us now examine upon whom our fufpicions ought to fall, fince, from this exa¬ 
mination, in our opinion, we may gather, if not the certainty, at leaft the poffibiiity of 
afcertaining the afl’affination. It has been noticed before that Siquier was generally fiif- 
pefted, and it will be allowed from all the relations we cite, that it was nor without 
fome reafon ; M. de Voltaire in attempting to juftify him but increafes it: we think 
that he ought not for the honour of Siquier to have made public this phrafe, fo highly 
extraordinary: I could have killed the King, but fuch was my refpebf, that if / had been 
difpofed , lyet could not have dared: that is to fay that if he had lefs refpefted him, he 
could have done the deed. What language! he could, he fays, have killed him j but is 
there an aide de camp of a King with the army, who might not kill him even ten times 
a day? and was it ever known to come in the mind of any fuch to fay he could have killed 
him ? This phrafe appears to us fomething more than auk ward in his mouth,- at leaft 
it is far from any poffible j unification. M. de Voltaire fays, that Siquier died poor. 
Without fpeaking again of an anfwer to this objection, the example of many might be 
quoted, who, in the courfe of a few years, have expended enormous fums, fums more 
than adequate to the remuneration of the great eft crimes. As for the third objection of 
M. de Voltaire it is rather an evidence againft Siquier; that he himfelf related the cir- 
cumftances; for Siquier knew well enough that the ball did not weigh half a pound, 
that it was impofiible to introduce three fingers into the wound, and that his eyes were 
not forced out of their fockets: he could not be ignorant of thefe matters, fince he was 
upon the fpot, and fawthe body of the King recently after the event *. He had there¬ 
fore a very formal intention to difguife the truth : would he have a tied thus if the {hoc 
had truly come from the citadel, and if he had not had very cogent motives for putting 
fuch conff ruClion on his death ? We fee Siquier take the King’s hat and carry if imme¬ 
diately to the Prince of Heffe ; why take his hat ? If he had fimply to announce the 
death of the King what need was there of a fpeaking proof? It would have been be¬ 
lieved without that. We fhall add to thefe obfervations an anecdote, but little known, 
which we have from good authority. “ Sequier, upon his arrival, found the Prince of 
Hefle about to fit down to table, wafhing his hands in a golden ewer: upon learning 
the death of Charles, he immediately made a prefent of the ewer to Siquier, no doubt 
as an acknowledgment of the value of the information/’ Such a prefent, in our fancy, 
would have been more properly beflowed on the bearer of intelligence of a victory. 
Thefe details do not juftify Siquier, but they are evidence, not againft him alone f. We 
lay no ftrefs on the circuniftaace of ahnoft all the well-informed Swedes coinciding with 
us in opinion as to the affaffination, becaufe conjectures are not facts; but we think we have 

# He vs even without excufe* fince Counts Lieven and Carlberg who had feen the body of the Kkg, zt3 
well as him 3 affttm positively (according to Mr* Coxe in his firlt travels) that the fhot proceeded either 
from a mu fleet or a piftoh What tends further to criminate Siquier, [3 his mi filing the fact fo as to do 
away with the idea of his being aflafTmated. Could a murderer, we aik 3 or the accomplice of a murder* do 
more. 

f This is not the only example which might be found in modem Inftory of a fovereign; a frightful fuf* 
pic ion of whom would have Urniihcd the memory* but that the fpkiidour of a long reign has caufed it to 
be forgot, 

thrown 
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thrown as much light as poflible on an event which will never be known for certain. Our 
readers will appreciate the arguments pro and contra, and will judge for themfelves. 
We are very bold in daring to eontradift Mr. Coxe, who is convinced that Charles was 
{truck by a ftnall ball, becaufei ram the nearelt ballion, he was not more than from five 
4> fix hundred yards diftant; and who, farther on, is Jure that the King was killed by a 
ball from the citadel, and boldly contradiQs the afiertions of thofe who pretend that he 
could not be within mufquct fliot; a pofukm which nobody of fenfe has ever maintained 
for the caufes formerly afligned* We are not fo pofitive of our afiuraption : we expofe 
our doubts. Mr, Coxe may be in the right; it is very poffible he may be wrong. 

Chap, X Vlll. — Morals of the Swedes . — Religion. — Laws . — Government . — Taxes. 

OF all the nations in Europe, that which, on account of its morals, deferves the 
higbefi: rank, is inconteftibly the Swedifh nation. The people are naturally good, vir¬ 
tuous, and attached to their religion, and their Sovereign, Probity is general among 
them. In 1790 we met with waggons laden with the knapfacks of the foldiers who 
died in Finland 3 they were efcorted by a certain number of country people, who were 
relieved at fuccelllve ftages. They were on their way to Scania, that is to fay the ex¬ 
tremity of the kingdom, for the purpofe of reftoring to the relatives of the deceafed, 
the effects they had left behind them. Frequently have we left our carriage open in the 
high road for hours together, both by day and night, but never did we mifs a fingte ar¬ 
ticle. If any thing can tempt a Swede to appropriate to himfelf the property of another, 
it is brandy, the love of which is at its height with them ; it would be dangerous to leave 
it within his reach ; for frequently the temptation is too ftrong for his honrfty ■ In this 
character of the people we (peak of the country alone, the cities being as con upt as they 
are found elfewhere. 

The Swedes are not covetous ; they are ever content with what you give them, and 
oftentimes afk nothings for their fervices. They are fober in every other particular, 
brandy excepted. This lamentable habit begins in infancy, and may be regarded as 
one or the caufes of the depopulation of Sweden, We have feen children, nine or ten 
years of age, drink fuch large, glaffes of brandy as we ourfelves never could compafs 

The constitution of the fair lex is frigid \ there is, neverthelefs, no dearth of liber- 
tinifm in great towns; there it begins fometimes earlier than at twelve years of age, and 
is carried to excefs until eighteen or twenty 5 the young folks then become priidem, 
that is to fay, confine themfelves to one lover, and after fame years marry, commonly 
fo great advantage, the men not regarding in the leaft their former way oi hie, 

From fo much debauchery prevailing, it is not furprifing that venereal complaints 
fhould be common, as they are ; and W'hat is more unfortunate, there is fcarcely one 
man in Sweden, on whom you can depend on occafion. 

The habit of drinking, far from being peculiar to the common people, prevails among 
the higher claffes. We are forry to have to confeis that it is not unufual to fee great 
noblemen occafionally on rifing from table unfit for ferious avocations. This defeat 
docs not, however, diminifh their other good qualities, (for they are polite, affectionate, 
and engaging,) it is rather to be regarded as a vice peculiar to the country than to in¬ 
dividuals, a vice, which, however, would be better laid afide. Some travellers pretend 

* The glafs of brand7 is ealM foup ; the pour boirc of the French; the Irmkett of the Germans ; our fup 
&f beer } or fomething to drink your httuQ&r. 

that 
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that women, as Weil as men, drink-brandy before their meals; this is falfe. In Sweden, 
as in other countries, brandy is the beverage of none but a certain clafs of females, and 
is not ufed in good company. _ 

The eftablilhed religion of Sweden is the con fell! on of Augfbourg, without any vari¬ 
ation. All religions are tolerated freely* There are more than two thoufand catholics 
at Stockholm (where they have a church), and within the kingdom at lead fix thou¬ 
fand : many families are eftablilhed in Finland, and come to Stockholm once every 
year or two to fulfil their duties. 

We mull mention'the Skevlkars^ who inhabit the fmall ifland, li'ernidawt, near 
Stockholm- They are a remnant of thofe fe&aries who, from a fcrupulofity of con¬ 
fidence. foceded from the Swediih church m 1738. In the beginning, as they affected 
to continue public worfnip, the facraments, and particularly priefls, they neceffarily drev/ 
upon them Lives a pevfecution, which even extended to banifliing them the kingdom ; 
but in 1746 they were permitted to form an eftabliflnnent in the ifland of Wenndocun, 
where they bought the eltate of Skevik, whence they are called Skevihak'. There is 
much wliimficaiity in their doctrine, but their lives 2re virtuous. 

- Tiie Swedes are better-informed thin the people of other nations: all the country 
people, without exception, know how to read; hence GuflavuS III. whom nothing 
ufcaped, and who was reasonably apprehenfive of the effeft which news from France 
might have among them, forbid any notice, whether favourable or otherwife, of our re¬ 
volution to be taken by the Swediih Gazetteers ; ■ he confidered he was rendering his 
fubjoCts an effential fervice in keeping them entirely ignorant of the fubjech 

The code of laws now followed, were digelted in the reign of Frederic I. They are 
clear, wife, and precife: in civil actions each party pays his own coifs, the lofer never 
being condemned with all coifs. The criminal laws are humane, as they ought to be in 
a country where great crimes are extremely uncommon. No perfon accufed can luffer 
death without confeffing his crime. Criminals fentenced to die are beheaded. There 
is a latin trafiflation of the Swediih code of laws, in quarto. 

The preface of the law of Upland, ameliorated and publifhed by Birger, fon of Mag¬ 
nus, in 1205, begins thus : 

“ God himfelf made the firft laws, and fent them to his people by bis fervant Mofes, 
the firft great Judge of his people: lb, likewife, the powerful King of Sweden, and 
Gothia Byrghir, fon of King Magnus, fends this book of the precepts of Viger, and the 
laws of Upland, to all thole dwelling between the fea, the river boeva, CEudmorda (the 
northern foreft). 

“ Laws fliould be pronounced and executed for the government of all, the rich as well 
as the poor ; to diftinguififi what is juft, and what unjuff. It ought to beobferved and 
pronounced for the protection of the poor; the peace of the wife ; it fliould exift for 
the benefit of the innocent and virtuous man, and as a bar to the criminal and wicked. 
The count ry ought to be governed by law, and not by violence ; for that country is al¬ 
ways in a good ftate in which the laws are obferved : if all men were juft there would 
be no need of laws. 

“ The firft inftitutor of thefe laws was Viger Spa (that is to fay the wife), a pagan in 
the time of paganifm; he was fent by King lngiard. What we have found in his col¬ 
lection applicable to every body, we lhall tranferibe into this book ; what is not appli¬ 
cable, and too harth, lhall omit: what was unknown to the pagans, that is to fay, chrif- 
tian and ecclcfiaftical law, we lhall add at the beginning of this book; and in this law 
lhall follow-our anceftors, Eric the Holy, Byrghir Jart (that is to fay Duke Byrghir), 
and King Magnus: but in what thereto is added or omitted,' we fliatl follow our own 
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mature deliberation, with that of our fenators, which all wile men will applaud: this is 
compofed for the ufe of all dwelling as we have defcrtbed. 

“ This book of the law was made and written in the year from the birth of God 1295 : 
the learned lords who follow being prefent:—M. Andre, Provolt of Upfal ; M. Rccud- 
Kcjuldorffon j M. Bendicl-Bofon ; Ulver Lagmanllon; Hagbarder de Suderby ; An¬ 
dre de Forekarleby ; Thorften deSambran d’Attundalande; M. Philippe de Runeby; 
Jlakan, the great provincial Judge; Elkii-Skielghi, Sighurd the Judge; Jowan Gala- 
bogher de Fiedhundraland ; Ulver d’OIdniftum; Gotric and Ulridin, Judges ; befides 
thefe, the greater part of the learned of the three dillrids of Upland, as well judges as 
feudatories were fummoned, and all gave their confent to this law, which Byrger the 
great judge caufed to be tranfcribed in this book, according to the advice of all thofe 
before-mentioned. 

« We, Byrghir, by the grace of God, King of Sweden and Gothia, falute all thofe 
who lhall fee this letter, with the falutation of God, and his own,” &c. 

N. B. It is difficult to tranflate into the French language, and preferve the energy of 
the ancient Swedilh laws; the Latin language is better adapted for expreffion ; add to 
which the language of thefe Jaws is widely different from that at prefent ufed in Swe¬ 
den, fo much fo that few of the learned are able to comprehend and appreciate the va¬ 
lue of the words. 

Torture was abotiflied by Guftavus III.; another benefit conferred on Sweden by this 
Prince. 

It does not form any part of our plan to fpeak at large of governments ; we lhall 
only fay that the government of Sweden appears to us more perfect, than thofe the moll 
extolled, as to the manner in which the nation is reprefented at the diets; the peasantry 
forms a fourth order in the ftate ; this is the only great country in Europe where the 
cultivator is looked upon as fomebody*. It might be poffible to correft fome abufes 
which exift in the mode of ele&ion of the peafants, and the number of members at the 
diet, but here the adage may be applied; the bcjl isfill a foe to good. The Swedes, con¬ 
tent with enjoying a conllitution preferable to that of other people, tolerate the fmail 
number of abufes by which it is accompanied ; they fear damaging the trunk in lopping 
the branches. The real, and poffibly the only abufe, in the Swedilh conllitution, is, 
that it is impoffible for the King to keep where he is placed by it ; but this is an evil 
without a remedy; the fovereign, in a monarchical and hereditary ftate, mull neceffarily, 
in procefs of time, affume an afcendency over the other powers, of whatfoever deferip- 
lion they may bet. Wherefore, as this evil is infinitely lmaller than that of being go¬ 
verned by an elective King, we prefer the Swedilh conllitution, which we regard as 
being moll free from faults of any that we know. 

The taxes are numerous, and even burthenfome in the cities; yet do they produce 
but an inconfiderable fum; the total revenue of the ftate not amounting to more than 
thirty-three millions of livres. 

Every poll under the government is liable to a certain tax, fucli perfons as hold fe¬ 
ver al, pay but on one, but that is always the moll confiderable. Thofe who have the 
title without being actually employed, pay double. 

# The fame pra£lice extfts in the Tyrol, a fmail province belonging to the Emperor* In Prance we 
conceived the people were reprefented by giving a double reptefeniation to the tiers as if lawyers, dec- 

tors* and cothc-hoiife politicians, were the people. What an abfurdity l 

-j' H he does not a flume this afeendaney he will be overwhelmed ; there is for him no mean * wherefore* 
iu order lo diilmguifli which of the two be preferable, let a look be call on the relative fitu at ions of England 

and France. 
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The taxes confift i. of a perfonal tax ; 2. of an impoft on appointments, revenues, 
and funds producing income ; 3. a tax on windows, luxury, horfes, and carriages, fu- 
perfluous fervants, filk furniture, gilding, and watches, (thefe latter taxes were laid on 
by the diet of 1789, and the others at the fame time encreafed;) 4. on filk * dreffes, 
fnuff, and tobacco, for the maintenance of the King’s different palaces, the parliaments, 
and the fund of the college of phvficians. 

There exifts a book on the impofts, granted by the Hates at the diet of 1789; they 
were granted until the next fdlions, without fixing any time. We are ignorant if that 
held aL Gefle in i792lias occafioned any change. 

Chap. XX.— Population. — Commerce. 

SWEDEN and Finland fill a large fpace of country ; neverthelefs, they contain no 
more than three millions of people. The nature of the foil frequently unfit for culti¬ 
vation ; its numerous forefts, and the feverity of the climate in its northern parts, all 
concur to the want of population in Sweden. The frequent ufe of brandy, which we 
before have noticed, is another caufe of diminifhing the number of its inhabitants, from 
the great number of viftims who die before they reach maturity, or who, if they live, 
remain in confequence unfit for procreation. But this is a misfortune which we mull 
be fatisfied to lament; we confider this Clocking habit too deeply rooted to allow of 
eradication; it is too inveterate among the nations of the north. We have witneffed 
the diforders of which the populace were guilty, upon the King’s prohibiting the peafan- 
try from diftilling their own brandy ; nobody can. deny that his motive was good, or 
that in a country in want of grain, it is abfurd to confume a part thereof in brandy; ne* 
verthelefs he could not fucceed, and has felt himfelf obliged to leave the abufe uncor- 
retted. 

The commerce of Sweden is veryinconfiderable, and for fome years back has been in 
its dis-favour. Its articles of merchandize are iron, (the moft important,) copper, deals, 
pitch, herrings, allum, &c. The following tables will give a perfect idea of the ftate 
of its trade. 

Its annual importation of raw and clayed fugars, amounts to from two to three mil¬ 
lion pounds weight j the price regulated by the markets at Bourdeaux, as well as the 
the price of refined fugar by that of Hamburgh. 

One great abufe exifts in this country, which is the facility that bad-intentiohed men 
have of becoming bankrupts; his account once rendered, the infolvent gives himfelf 
no more uneafinefs ; it will readily be feen how difeouraging this mull be to a certain 
clafs of men, and for our parts we are at lofs to conceive how an abufe of fuch magni¬ 
tude can be Tuffered any longer to exift. 

* The fumptuary laivs forbid the wearing of coloured filk, and are obferved. The common drefs fr. filk 
is black, with, in a court drefs, an addition of flame-coloured filk banks. The fumptuary laws, with re- 
fpect to the number of diflies allowed to be ferved up at table, are lefs rigoroufly regarded. We have, 
however, been prefent at entertainments at which they were obferved. 
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A general Account of the Number of Ships belonging to each 
Town, with their Tonnage as given in 1787. 



* 

No, 

Under 

Above 

Of 500 

Total 

Towns, 


of 

100 

100 

Tons and 

Tonnage, 



Vtflels. 

Tons, 

Tons. 

upwards. 

Btcturnebourg, 

- 

JO 

84s 

54 6 


M 9 1 

9 S 6 i 
1,078 

Borgo, 

- 

3 

244’ 

412 


Brahdiadt, 

- 

6 

335 i ! 

74 2 * 


Eoftadt, 

- 

9 

4 - 9 ° A 



49 D T 3 

Cal naar, 

- 

49 

3> 6 i St 



3 * 6 iS r 

CarJfcrcma., 

- 

46 

2,049/ 

3*739 I 

890^ 

6,679 t 
^ 162 3 | 
1,086 | 

Cailf ham. 

- 

41 

1,979 * 

644 


Chnfliinocftadtj 

- 

5 

Z99 § 

7 2 7 


Chriilianfladt, 

- 

2 

504 A 



5O4 ye 

3 6 

Cembrillham, 

- 

1 




Ekinoes, 

- 

10 

945 i 



945 * 

26 

E11 gel holm. 

- 

1 

26 - 



Falkenberg, 

- 

2 

134 



*34 

Gottenburg, 

- 

200 

13," 1(5 A 

§>920 5 

7* 2 74 

29,970 T V 
6,612 J 

Gcfie, 

- 

5 2 

4.067H 

2 * 545 ‘J 


Gamla Carleby, 


16 

656 

3 > 3 ® 2 


4,038 

Halm ft ad t, 

- 

2 4 

1,076^1 



I ? 34 I a? 

- - j t 

Heliingb$urg, 

- 

10 

344 t 


582 

344 3 

2 > 5 6 9 

182 ^ 

Helfmgfors, 

Hudwickw&ll* 


10 

3 

434 
lH2 ^ 

MSS 

Hernofand, 

- 

7 

28l { 

994 


M 75 * 

HailandHan, 

- 

4 

1 53 



J J3 

Jacobftadt, 

, 

10 

706 

I >2 66 


1,972 

Kimghelf, 

- 

6 

487 

218 


7°S 

Kongbacka, 

- 

r 

22 



22 

38 

Kmllenfkone, 

- 

X 

3 8 



Landfcrana, 

- 

H 

1,074 * 



1,074 * 
l* 43<5 tA 

, Lauifa, 

- 

B 

633 A 


MP3IS 

Lab aim, 

- 

x 

29 i 



29 f , 

Malmoc, 

- 

33 , 

J *733 

742 ^ 


2 *47 S 7 

26 

Marftrandj 

- 

1 

26 


Nycasleby, 

Norkiceupingj 

- 

2 


230 1 

5 J 2 

752 

- 

33 

2 -3 2 7 f 

2,2^5 


4 > 58 2 1 

Nykioeupingj 

- 

3 

?53 i 



l 5 3 i 

Nyftadt, 

- 

1 

40 



40 

Po/k alia wick. 


1 

60 



60 

Piteo, 

- 

2 


5 2 4 
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Skanor, 

* 

* 4 

161 


161 

Stockholm, 

- 

259 

17>698^ 

25,6961! 

S*> 79 H 

48.574 A 

Stromftadt, 

_ ! 

11 

775 *j 


775 *' 

Sundfwall, 

* 

1 

124 



124 

Sceuderhanij 

- 

1 

i 341 



i 34 f 

Torneo, 


2 


636 


636 

Udde walla. 

- 

74 

4,992 £ 

2 > 39 6 ' 

700 

8,089 * 

U coberg, 

- 

22 

52B 


MpS? 

6,007 f 

Umei, 

Warberg, 

- 

4 

203 

5 IO §- 


7 J 3 s 

- 

iS 

M io t 

1,790^ 


1,510 1 

Walk or Kalk, 

- 

7 

219 


2,009 1 

Weller wik, 

- 

35 

2 , 9^3 § 

Ui 79 


$1,62 \ 
56,84 JrJ 

Wilby, 

* 

l l 

4 > 75 8 ^ 

926 

L 

Yftadt, 

- 

35 ' 

2,027 i 

220 

1,762 

2247 i 

Abo, 

- 

24 

1,7781 

r 344 

48,84 \ 

CEurebro, 

- 

1 

62 



62 

(Euregrund, 

- 

19 

1*353 * 



U 353 1 

Oitammar* 

- 

1 

60 



60 



1224. 

79 > i 3 8 t? 

68,8i6J J 

1 * 9 > 2 39 ! ' 

167,195/^ 
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The fummary Account of the Commerce of Sweden with the different 

Powers of Europe in 1785, 

Exports, 

Dt ports. 

To France, 

England* 

Holland, 

Spain, 

Portugal, > 

Italy, J 

Rufiia, 

Denmark, "j 

Poland, ( 

Pruiha, and 
Germany, ) 

Total value of Ex -7 
ports from Sweden, j 

In French money 24 

livres to the Pound 
fterling. 

From France, 

England, 

Holland, 

Spain, 1 

Portugal, > 

Italy, J 

Ruffia, 

Denmark, ) 

Poland, ( 

Pruffia, and [ 

Germany, J 

Total value of Im- 7 
ports in Sweden. j 

In French money 24 
iivres to the Pound 
fterKng, 

Li v res Sous Delu 

10,986,799 11 JO 

8,344,298 0 0 

2,394,602 7 6 

3,886,141 17 0 

1,140,04*6 0 3 

10,608,993 4 0 

Liv res Sous Den, 

7,706,781 17 m 

3,081,469 0 0 

1-693,376 15 2 

3,156,-53 17 0 

7,153,476 10 3 

I 4 - 343 * <Sl8 7 6 

37,360,875 0 7 ,| 

37 . 134-876 7 7 j 


Balance of Trade between Sweden and other Countries. 


France, 

Livres 

Sous 

Deu. 



Livrei 

Sous 

Den. 


' 


Sweden exports above her imports, 

3,280,017 

14 

O 

England, 




do. 

do. 

262,820 


PloIIand, 




do. 

do. 

70 J ,225 

12 

4 

Spain, - J 





' 4 .*• 



Portugal* and > 

Italy, $ 

RufRa, the imports ex- j 
ceed the exports by, j 

6,013,436 

10 

6 

do. 

do. 

729.988 

O 

O 

St. Bartholomew, 
Denmark, 

Poland, ( 

Fvufila, and f 

Germany, .J 

The Ezdi India Com- 7 

3,734,625 

3 

0 

do. 

do. 

321,568 

to 

0 

pany, ^ f 

3 .* 59 .J ! o 

10 

0 






Profit of Freight to 7 









the Swedes 




From one foreign port to another, 

600,000 

O 

O 







10,895,628 

16 

■ + 1 





Balance to the difad vantage of Sweden. 

2,111,943 

7 

2 


1 Z > 9 °T> 51 Z 

3 

6 \ 



12,907,572 

3 

6 


Table 
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Table of Exports from Stockholm in the Years 1786, 1790, and 179s. 



17b A 

1790. 

179*. 

Iwn in bars, 

183,942 Sehip* 15 Lifpr 

222,382 itehip* 4Lifp* 

209,960 Sehip, jo Lifp. 

in fmal] bars, flat, round, &c. 

18,417 do. 17 do. 1 

19,290 do. 1 do, 

5,888 do. 7 do. 

Anchors, 

194 do* 4 do* j 

867 do. 13 do* 

361 do* z do* 

Tktod iron, &c* 

• 35 do* 16 do. 

1 do* 7 do* 

39 do* 

Camion* 

4,336 do. 14 do* 

541 do. 13 do. 

4,017. do* 4 do 

Ball, 

373 do* 2 do. 

265 do* 6 do. 


Call iron, 

j 95 do. it do. 

207 do* 13 do. 

739 do, 17 do* 

Iron plates, 

4,867 do, 3 do* 

4,144 do, 4 do. 

2,017 do* 15 do* 

Nails, 

481 do* 6 do* 

i : 07G do, 7 do* 

760 ds* 5 do, 

Polilhed iron ware, 

439 mi’dol. 

241 rix-dol 


Steel, 

4,232 (chip. 

2,948 fclnp. 11 lifp 

6 

O 

6 

“O 

1>* 

Copper, wrought, 

925 ri\*dolt 

61 rix-dol. 


refined or pure, 

2,574 (bhip. 2 lifp, 

3,148 fchip, 13 lifp. 

1,319 do. 16 do. 

in plates or coined, 

j,iC9 do. 9 do. 

*1,730 do. 5 do* 

108 do* a tfoi 

in (heels, 

248 do, j! do* 

833 do. jo do. 


Brafjt, 

3,311 do. 14 do. 

2,762 do. 6 do. 

96 do, 2 do* 

Alum, 

1,876 do, 5 do. 

888 do* 14 do, 

1,556 do. 7 do. 

Vitriol and copperas, 

62 r do* 6 do* 

187 do* 8 do, 

419 do. 

Salt, 

4c,z4r tons 


5,713 do. 

Beer, 

332 barrels 

169 barrels 


Herrings and fardincs, 

5,013 tom 

5,068 tom 

2,211 tom 

Herring oil, 


- -V 

86 da. 

Pitch, 

12,924 do, 

11,140 do, 

13,738 do. 

Tar, 

75,661 do, 

95,464 da 

59,479 do. 

Red ochre. 

1,059 fchip* 

i,8qo fdiip. 

613 fchip* 17 lifp* 

Deals, Ms than i { inch thick. 




of i| inch, 

- 

2,085 dozen 

21,113 deals 

Ms than 2 indies thick,' 

26,700 deala 



from 2 to z | do. 

34 S >7H da. 



3 inches do* * 


6,172 do, 


Square timber and fpars, 

1,202 pieces 

386 pieces 

j,C 2 i pieces 

Capftan bars, 

303 dozen 

136 dozen 


Book and globes, to the value of 

1,540 rix 4 oI* 

603 rix*do], 


Furniture, *' do* 

1,902 do, 

3^25 do. 


Wrought filver, da 

717 do* 

1,210 do, 


Morocco leather and (kins, do* 

14,011 do, 

8^07 do* 


Watches and clocks, do * 

1,045 do. 

\ 


Divers clothes, do. 

2,272 do, 



Flags and fails, do* 


973 rix-Jol) 


■Oats, 

174 ions 



Tea, 

1,367 cafea 



Linen, - * 


1,305 pieces 


Gunpowder, 



511 bamls. 

Various merchandize, to the value of 

9,315 rix-dol. 

3,600 ris-dol. 



A Table 
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A Table of the Imports into Stockholm in the Years 1 

7865 1790, and 1792, 




1786. 

1790. 

1792. 

Oats 

- 

tons 

5*1715 

5 > 4 ** 

3*8 , 

Wheat, 

* 

do. 

47*437 

*M 54 

2 3 *94 7 

Barley, 

- 

do. 

72,983 

64*768 

3 2 > 733 . 

Malt, 

* 

do. 

31,106 

4 ii? j6 

43>*33 

Rye, 

- 

do. 

192,53° 

123,930 

59,689 

Peas, 


do. 

1,836 

11,349 

2,001 

Grits, 

- 

do. 

516 

258 

1 *4 : 

Wheat flour, 

- 

iifp. 

2,326 

34 

47 

Rye do. 


tons 

5 

34 

2 94 

Arrack, 

- 

aw ms 

35 

6 3 

127 

White thread ribbons, 



397 

3*8 

357 

Lead, 

- 

fchip. 

897 

1,508 

444 

Litharge, 

- 

lbs. 

7,291 

969 

1,896 

Pencils, to the value of 

- 

rix-dol. 


*49 

218 ' 

Cotton, 

* 

lbs. 

143,181 

* 6 3,*59 

195 * 12 * 

Brandy, 

- 

aw ms 

86 

4,614 

35 * 

Cam brick. 

* 

ells 

11,528 

16,355 

43,282 

Ducats, 

- 

tons 

2,000 

*>554 

750 

Cabill a 0, 

- 

37 

67 

19 

Dried cod, 

- 

letup. 

4 *94 2 

4.137 

**5^3 

do, dried differently, 

* p* 

do. 

43 

39 

7 

Ling, 

- 

do. 

822 

1,012 

745 ' 

Herrings, 

* 

tons 

2,11I 

2,2l6 

4 &99 

Dried hfh. 

- 

do. 

20 

3 

10 

Stoclefifh, 

- 

do. 

35 2 

338 

196* 

Whalebone* 

- 

lbs. 

2449 


3***7 

Feathers, 

* 

do. 

140 

44 

337 

Sweet oranges. 

• 

No, 

20,140 

31*460 

24,550 

Lemons, " 

- 

do. 

206,437 

342*909 

337^62 

Seville Oranges, 

* 

do. 

20,890 

33,595 

42,630 

Apples, 

Alum, 

_ 

tons 

iifp. 

846 

94 

521 

68 

1,059 

88 

Pruffian blue. 

- 

lbs. 

99 

192 

■ 5 

Other blue. 

- 

do. 

3,762 

7,982 

10,076 

Cerufe, 

- 

do. 

111,396 

*33*481 

142,728 

120,879 

Brazil wood. 

- 

do. 

74,488 

119,159 

Cennabar, 

- 

do. 

2,216 

j,Sri 

1,864 

Cocheneal 


do 

4,057 

- 3^50 

5t?8 8 

Pernambuco wood, 

- 

do. 

55 ’S 6 ? 

26,066 

48,738 

Gallnuts, ^ 

- 

do. 

7,5 8 9 

21,657 

55*^53 

Gum, 

- 

rix-doh 

3,694 , 

3,179 

2,325 

Indigo, 

* 

lbs. 

39,*36 

25,819 

58,549 

Colours, 

- 

do. 

57,309 

39,909 

63,303 

Carding machines, 

Red chalk. 

* 

m-doL 

lbs. 

*>377 

161 

773 

1,969 

White do. 

* 

tons 

3*4 

525 

560 

Vermillion, 

- 

lbs. 

6,041 

367 

9,950 

Roucou, a perfumed cahe from Cayenne, 

rix-dol. 

786 

651 

*,703 

tFotafh, 

- 

lbs. 

2,610 

5,594 

Sandal wood, 

- 

rix-dol. 

559 

476 

94* 

Shumuck, 

- 

Ibs, 

11,077 

3,900 

26,446 

Verdigreafe, 

- 

do. 

77* 

1,859 

4,465 

Umber (colour), 

- 

do* 

2 53 

522 

774 

Vau t (do.) 

- 

do. 

609 

435L 

290 


Table 
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Table—continued. 

Vitriol, - - lha. 

Soap, ** - «. do. 

PIan ts for cx t ra^Sti on of c ol 0 u r, wx~dpi. 

Colours, •** *-• •. lbs. 

Ye low colour, - - do. 

Calammaris, - - rkc^dol. 

White cotton thread - - lbs 

Red do, - - do 

Horfedmtr do, - - do. 

Coarfe thread, * - do. 

Dutch do, - » do. 

Plaiil^r, ‘ - - tons 

Guinea cloths, - - ells 

Pearl barley, - - lbs. 

Rice, - - do. 

Sago, - - do 

Hemp, - - * fchip, 

Colophanium, - - lilp. 

Os hides, , - - rist-dol. 

Flax, - - fchip. 

Hards of hemp, flax, &c. - do. 

Linen cloth, - - ells 

Sole leather, - - lbs. 

Upper leather, - * do. 

Mineral waters in flone bottles, 
in glafs do. 

Muffin, - - - ells 

Olive oil, “ - cans 

Hemp oil, * - awms 

Linfeed and turnip oil, - do. 

Oil of turpentine, - - lbs 

Blue paper, » - reams 

Brown do. - * do. 

Grey do* - - do. 

Writing paper, coarfe, - do. 

grey, finer, - do. 

■ large, white, - do. 

Pafleboardj - - rix-dol. 

Paper vellmu, - - reams 

> letter, - - do. 

royal, - - do, 

common writing, - do. 

printing, * - do. 

[ Furs, - - - ris-dolt 

1 China ware, _ 4 - - do. 

Quichfilver, - - _ lbs 

Balt, - - - tons 

Silk gauzes, - - ells 

Silks, - - rix 4 lol. 

Siik, Bologna, - * do, 

flowered, * - lbs 

fpun, ■ * . - do. 

Coin, - - rix*doL 

Anife, 1 - - lbs. 

Anchovies, * - do? 

Borax, ✓ - - do. 

1785. 

1790 . 

1792. 

57 

37 = 6 3 + 

369 

24339 

33 >® 7 2 

3=406 

55 1 

*0,572 

8,120 

2 7 > 34 S 

487 

598 

2l6,2J5 

6l4 

8^,260 

4 > 3 6 4 

6 , 33 ’ 

5 h 7 

8,814 

2,299 

676 

890 

n 8 ^ 504 / 

587 

1 7> 2 74 

14,202 

8,167 

3 1,426 
9 T I 
777 
3 = 38 o 
2^0 
167 
34 1 
L 334 
3 6 
76 
486 

339 

1,268 

24 

3=376 

192 

7=095 

596 

9*5 

114.554 

15,909 

34,092 

*0,385 

7 H 

1 3 44 ° 
20,571 
28,105 
4,116 
1,122 

9 » 

60,624 

1 > 3 2 4 
LW 3 * 

131176 

4 > 9*5 

* 5 * M 4 
5,601 
17,081 
942 
45 

253,258 

2=935 ' 
86,098 
3,620 
4 » 6 j 5 

255 
5 A 39 
i = 5 6 3 

384 

752,920 

164,462 

516 

l6 ? 956 

12*177 

7*752 

9,107 

116 

53 6 

6,399 

43 2 

256 
i ,coo 

20 

106 

55 

4 s 

1,115 

45 

3=448 

165 

5,868 

789 

3,850 

107,713 

6ji 

963 

13,909 

735 

3=703 

.20,000 

1 47=05.7 

3,063 
467 

433 

75=666 

645 

41,969 

31=063 

3=172 

27,0*2 

IO446 

3M4S 
i >208 
548 

59434 

623 

1 85.864 

6,548 

4.89; 

20fl 

33,625 

2,889 

244 

626 

2 37,107 
3^52 

21,876 
j 6,988 
55 > 2l S 

55 

676 

20,970 

354 

156 

630 

*> 57 $ 

126 

116 
212 

70 

1,604 

121 

5,902 

Co 0 
■8,t6o 

2,255 

1,908 
158,646 
25,072 

: 777 

* 4^5 54 
544 
9,028 
9 616 
i J9 2 

\ 5.358 

» 869 
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Table—continued. 

French plumbs, - * lbs. 

Cmnphor, - - do. 

Millet, - - do* 

Cinnamon, - - <la* 

Cocoa, - f do. 

Coffee, - - do. 

Capers, - - - do. 

Cardamom, - ~ do. 

Prunes, - - do. 

Chocolate, * - do. 

Lemon juice, - - cans 

Citron, candied, - - lbs* 

Currants, * - dp. 

Fennel j - - do* 

Figs, - - do. 

Ginger, - - do. 

Laurel berries, *■ ** do* 

leaves, - - do* 

Liquorice, * - do* 

Scented waters, *■ - rix*doI* 

Almonds, ' - - lbs* 

Nutmegs, - - do. 

Mace, - - . do. 

Cloves, * - do. 

Salt in, - - ells 

Olives, - - cans 

Pepper, - * lbs. 

Orange peel, - - do. 

Raifons, - - do. 

Saffron, - - do, 

Muffcard, - - tons 

Senna, ~ * » lbs* 

Plumbs, - - do. 

Turpentine, - - do 

Glafies, - - rix-dol- 

Looking-glaffes, - - do. 

Tin-leaf for glaffes, - lbs. 

Spirits of wine, - a wins 

Charcoal, * - tons 

Fiddle firings, * - rix-dol. 

Sugar, raw, * ■ lbs. 

clayed, - - do, 

Briffles, - - lilp. 

Tin, - * fclrip. 

Tobacco leaf, - - lbs. 

manufactured, - do, 

Dutch, ** - do. 

Wool, - - - lifp, 

Spanifta, - - do* 

Bacon (fkfk), - - fcliip. 

Salted meat (kyott), - tons 

Butter, * - fcliip. 

Clieefe, „ * do. 

Tallow, - „ do. 

Wax, - - lbs, 

j Wax lights, - . do. 

1786. 1790* 1792. 

4'S 2 * 

1,120 

8,031 

8,536 

1^260,293 

2,012 

43 2 

26.591 
427 

2,658 
636 
15,283 
16,859 
150,967 
3**775 
5> J 5° 
3>5° 2 
33,228 
508 
S3,47 2 
S96 

P? 

429 

765 

28,502 ; 

. 3 2 > 9$7 
505,072 i 

J 95 ! 
72 

1,402 

373,606 

20,291 

347 

2,074 

802 

486 

14*227 

90 

1,114,587 
1,210,951 

L94 3 

154 

331,626 

2,20$ 

39 2 

16,938 

1,426 

2 55 

18 

Z 2 z\ 
1,1 CO 

2 t ,847 

10.592 

3,586 

*»774 

7,108 

3 

8,702 

1,044,426 

1 *375" 
288 
13,006 
248 
5>5°7 

25402 

2,928 

193,919 

3 2 4* 2 
Si r 

2 *733 

41,448 

836 

65,756 

459 

34 6 

210 

527 
j 8,608 
64,518 
687,063 
306 

P 

1,584 

388,960 

8 ? 8oo 

236 

844 

377 

24 

6,020 

107 

1406,705 

93 3 *367 

M 93 

136 
354,501 
548 
668 
22,647 
260 
4*650 

81 of 
473 
3 ^H 
7 * 4 * 
2,728 
16,776 

1,588 

J *9 2 3 
12,225 
66 
‘ 9S8 
927,926 

^> 3^4 
457 
27,052 
450 
3 * 93 * 
549 
M 3 3 
12,045 
146 982 
20467 
2,786 

1,690 
80,084 
M 53 
94 j t 59 
474 
196 

339 
11 7443 
811 
22,848 
65,310 
2 * 7 > 73 l 
33 1 
74 , 

v 9 2 9 

47 LI 74 
7*343 
5 l ® 
7 * 3 ^ 
*73 
10 

53 2 

1,665,774 

1,123,110 
z,% 4 9 i 
i6t 
403,041 

469 

* 3 * 79 6 

2,079 

437 

3^7 

107 

3-275 
^563 
i,i 44 
e6,ijy > 


vol* vi. 3 y / . ’ . Table 
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Table- 

—continued. 






1786. 

1790. 

1792. 

'French wines. 


awms 

5 > 1 5 ° 

5 >37 $ 

5,661 

Rliemfh and Mofellc wines, 

- 

do. 

m 

191 

34 6 

Spanifh and Portuguefe do. 

- 

do. 

162 

2 3 °f 

118 

Vinegar, 

- 

rix-doL 

m 

I » I 77 s 

55 

Drugs, 

- 

lbs. 



1,124 

Books, 

- 

rxx-doL 


*>955 

6,863 

Porter, 

„ 

cans 


3.382 

5^433 

Lemon peel, 

- 

lbs. 


1 ,886 


Flints, 

- 

pieces 


232,000 

209*000 

Diililled oils, 

- 

lbs. 


292 


Sugar in loaves, 

- 

do. 


x 86,05 1 

202,113 

Antimony, 

- 

do. 

- 


4,406 

Oil of vitriol. 

' 

do. 

1 




Chap, XX*— Trade in Iron? Steely Copper? Brafs? &c*—Money* Weights? and Mm - 

fares of Sweden* 

IRON is the mod important branch of Swedilh commerce, its exports thereof 
amounting to three hundred thoufand fchippunds, at the fmalleft computation, being 
about three-fourths of the annual production of the mines. 

The iron warehoufe at Stockholm is fimated near the fouthern flood-gates, where 
the communication takes place between the lake Moeler and the fea ? it is an immenfe 
building, as may readily be imagined when remembered, that all the iron embarked at 
Stockholm is depofited there, Perfons finding themfelves preifed for money, can bor¬ 
row of the batik upon their iron ; the bars pledged are, on fuch occafions, tied together 
with a firing, which is feated, and cannot be removed until difengaged by repayment. 


Statement of fuch forges as work fifteen hundred fchippunds of iron and upwards. 

Places or names of the forges* 

Quantity 
worked in 
fdbippunds. 

Quality. 

No. of 
hammers. 

Proprietors. 

Ax mar in Geftricia, 

1,500 

good. 

2 

Beppen and Schinkdl. 

Malengfbo in Dalecarlia, 

1,500 

do. 

2 

Mad a m e E hreuh iekn. 

Bnkhammar in Weft mania. 

1,750 

good and inferior, 

2 

Jacob Rom fell* 

■ Boggo in We ft mania, 

2,127 

inferior, 

3 

Madame Byuggrcn. 

Eorfbackain Geftricia, 

1,600 

do. 

2 

M. Nordin. 

Wellcnftferg in Nerida, 

i,8co 

good, 

2 

M. E, HofFftcn. 

Watolma in Upland, 
Byorkbom 1 

and > in Venue land. 

2,000 

do* 

3 

Count BiciIiC'- 

2,070 ; 

inferior, breaks when hot. 

3 

M. Robfemfon. 

Bocufers, J 

Lafenft, Nericia, 

i. 74 8 i 

good, 

inferior, 

2 

M. HauflofF. 

Gammelbo in Weft mania, 

2,875 

4 

Heikn feboe ulds* 

Wirfb©, idem. 

1.7^5 

good. 

2 

Baron Silver 

Laifbo in Dalecarlia, 

2,zoo 

inferior. 

4 

Terfmcden. 

Hngelfberg in We ft mania y 

■*>539 

good. 

3 

StEuderhielm. 

ForiTii ark in Upland, 

2,875 

do. 

4 

Uggla. 

Marokerin Helfingia, 

2 >47 5 

breaks when hot. 

3 

\ Wcrenberg. 


Table 

































fortia’s travels in Sweden. 


53 * 


T able—continued. 


Places or names of the forges. 


Gran Inge in .Anger mania, 
Gimo, ] 

Romocus, J* Upland, 
Rnbersfovs, j 
Finoker m Wcilmania, 
Kifdafors, Heliingia, 
Grayendabl, Dalecarlia, 
Lcefta, Upland, 

Hafs'efors in Nericia, 
CEuiterby, Upland, 

Lcegdceu and Logfors, Med. 
Olofsfors, Angermania, 
Koikis, Finland, 

Okerby, Upland, 

Paul i ft ra: 11 m, Smaiand, 
Romnoes, Weftmama, 
Bendhammar, do. 

Longwmd, Helflngia, 

Schebo, Upland, 

Nekficeu, Gefhicia, 

Stromberg and Uliors, UpL 
Hoeugbo, Geftricta, 

Woxna, Helfmgia, 

Krakfors, Nericia, 

Suderfors, Upland, 

Gyfinge, Geftricia, 

Fema, Weftmania, 

Tolfors, Geftricia, 

FinTping, Oftrogothia, 
Loccdvicka, Daiecarka, 
Hargs, Upland, 


Quantity 

worked in 
fckippunds* 

Quality. 

No, of 
hammers 

Proprietors, 

2,000 

inferior, breaks when hot, 

3 

C laflbs is. 

2.875 

good and very good, 

7 

Lefebvre. 

1,94^ 

goo< 3 , 

3 

The family of Ferfen. 

2,000 

inferior, 

3 

M, Setons. 

2450 


4 

The family of Graves. 

0 to 10,000 

good. 

6 

Charles de Geer. 


good, very good. 

2 

S enior F alkei iberg s. 

5 to 6,000 

inferior. 

4 

CErill, 

hS z S 

do. 

2 

M. Kraps 

2,000 

do. 

3 

Paulii and Smarocus* 

1,500 

good, 

2 

Haffelgrenar. 

2,000 

inferior. 

3 

Cb. de Geer. 

2400 

good. 

4 

Fekltus. 

2,025 

breaks when hot, 

3 

Sccuderhielm. 

1 ,950 

inferior. 

2 

Julin Schoculds, 

1,600 | 

good, 

2 

S token If rocum. 

2,275 

inferior, 

3 

At'vedfon, 

i,6oo 

good. 

2 

Ch. Cederftrocum, 

3,100 

do. 

4 

Ch, de Geer, 

1,625 

inferior. 

2 

Hycrtas. 

1,900 

good, 

3 

Midler. 

1,500 

do. 

2 

Faleker, 

1,840 

very good, 

5 

Grill, 

1,800' 

good. 

2 

Wittfohls, 

2400 

inferior. 

4 

Rumfell. 

1,800 

good, 

2 

Soeuderhielm* 

1,810 

inferior. 

4 

J, J. de Geer. 

2,400 

do. 

3 

CederereuU. 

3,400 

good. 

2 

Baron Gxenftierm 


There are altogether two hundred and ninety-nine large 
forges, which furnifh - 

Befides ninety-two fmaller ones, belonging to fociettes of 
peafants, which furnilh 

Making a total of 


227,507 fchippunds, 
18,236 do. 
245 > 7+3 do * 


Thefe eftablifhments keep three hundred and feventy-three hammers at work; in 
addition to thefe are twelve others of no great confequence, the hammers in which or 
produce are not marked. 

It is to be obferved, that this ftatement accounts for no more than fuch iron as is 
brought for (hipment to Stockholm; to this amount, therefore, will be to be added 
that of the fliipments from other ports, as Gefle, Gottenburg, &c. and that of the fol- 
lowing tables* 

Note. The quantity of iron defoliated is that which is allowed to be forged, the pro¬ 
prietors, owing to a fcarcity of wood and coal, .not being allowed to exceed the limited 
quantity. With reipft to Reel there are not the fame preferiptions, wherefore the 
quantity wrought will not be conftantly the fame as that inferred in the table, 

3 y 2 Forges 
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Forges for lied. 

Hundreds ot [ Proprietor's names, 

packages and cales. ; 

Nyquarn in Su derma nia. 

Rock (holm, Wcftmania, 

Fema, do. 

Cariguftafstadt, Siadcmiama, 

Skippfta, do. 

Wijk and Wilmanfhytta, Dalecariia, 
Grauiiige, Augermania, 

Wirfboda, Merida, 

Hellefors, Wefimania, 

Re mm ens, V ermelaud, 

Sclii&hyttaOj Weft mania, 

Graven dal d, Dalecarlia, 

Breiininge, Sudermania, 

Okerby, Upland, 

CEufterby, do. 

\ Doriugfioeu, Dalecarlia, 

Wedevogj Wcftmanm, 

1,000 to 1,200 

5 to 600 

1,000 to 1,200 
] ,500 CO 2,000 

4 to 500 

‘ . ! 1 

Haron Leyonhufried. 
Holmgren* 

RumfeJI. 

Rothofs. 

Vahrendorf. 

Greiff. 

Claftons. 

Rob Cam. 

Heiken felloe tflds. 

( Mynnan. 

Ornfchoeuld. 

The family of Graves. 

Poll. 

Chevalier de Geer, 

Grill 

Yahrendorf. 

1 Ha'lencreutZ- 


Forges of iron plates. 

Schippunds, 

Proprietors' names. 

Rackhammar, Weftmania. 

from 4 to 500 

Schulzenham; 

Kofkdhdm, do. 

250 to 300 

Holmgren* 

Wedevog* do. 

3 to 400 

Hallencreutz. 

Ferna, do. 

250 to 300 

Ram fell. 

Carlholm, Upland, 

3 to 400 

Chevalier de Geer. 

Mariefbrs, Weftrogothia, 

roo to 150 

Beckman, 

Sathers, Dalecarlia, 

3 to 400 

Malm lien. 

Skinlkattcberg, Weft mania* 

4 to 500 

Hi dugs. 

Garphyttau, Nericia, 

250 to 3C0 

H gg !, a - r 

Gravcndahl, Dalecarlia, 

2 to 300 

Family 01 Graves, 

Hellefors, Weft mania, 

* 2 to 300 

Heikenfchoeulds. 

CUviiefots, Nerida, 

2 to 300 

EfTen. 

Kiadifall, Weftrogothia, 

150 to 200 

Count de Hordt. 

Frowinedra, 1 Y eft mania*. 

150 to 200 

Dab I man, 

j Frowi OfFra, do. 

2 to 300 

Foek, 

j Giflafbo Offra, do. 

150 to 200 

Omfeh could. 

\ Bos holm, Gftrogotkia, 

2Q0 tO 3CO 

Baron, j 

[ OlofFsfors, Augermania, 

200 tO 3 OO 

Paulu and Smareus* 

f Jadcrs, Wcftmariia, 

100 to tyo 

Manner ft rule. 


Rrafs manuiaftories. 

Sch ip ponds. 

Proprietors' names. 

Skultuna, Wcftniauia, 

Biurfors, do. 

Nykoping, Sudermania, 

Gufum, Oftrogpthia, 

Alius, 

Norktcc oping, do. 

6 to 700 

5 to Goo 
280 to 300 
400 to 450 
400 to 450 
goo to 1,000 

Adlervall. 

Yahrendorff* 

Syoeubcrg. 

Spalfenercutz. 

Weilerberg, 

Pafcfe. 


Manufactories, 

Sc hip pun ds. 

Proprietors, 

Fagerwkk* Nylaiid, 

Dylta, Nerida, 

Dylta, do. 

Fahlim, Dalecarlia, 

Lccufver, Smaland, 

Kafvdos, Weftrogothia, 

Andramra, Scania, 

Kellerum, Smaland, 

Garphyttau, Nerida, 

fulphur, 

vitriol, 

allum, 

250 to 300 
y to 600 

5 to 600 
1,000 to 1,500 

5 to 6co 
% to 300 
4 to 500 
900 to 1,000 

Hifmgers. 

Gkerhietm, 

Do 

Gahn and Hermdjn, 

Bufcb, 

Baron Manerere^tz, 

Count Piper. 

Cederbamm 

Uggla. 


Duties 
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Duties payable by the buyer at the iron wavehoufe, per fchippund* on the 
articles before mentioned; on 

Iron in bars, — — - — 

Schillings. 

2 

Round it. 

7 

in lots or packages, — 

5 

i 

in thick fheets^ — — 

6 

i 

in common do, — — 

9 

3 

Breenftohl fteel in packages or cafes, — 

10 

i 

Garf fteel, do. — 

16 

9 

Nails of 2 inches length, — — 

1 1 

11 

3 inches, — _ —*• 

10 

7 

4, 5, 6, do. — — 

9 

3 

7, and upwards, — 

7 

IX 

Iron tinned and: manufactured, — 

5 

IX 

Call iron or lead, •*— 

2 

ii 

Iron cannon, — •— 

2 

S 

Copper, red, yellow, or compofed metal. 

4 

8 

Sulphur, vitriol, and allum, — — 

2 

1 T 

I Anchors, — — , — 

I 

6 


Swedijh Currency . 

* . ~ . ■ • • > -' 

Value in the Country. ] 

[ Hurity. i 

Gold Money. 

Rix dd* Schil, 

Carats Grs, j 

The Adolphus, — 

5 ? 

23 3 

Ducat, — 

1 IQ 


Old Ducat, — 


22 0 ■ 

Silver Money* 



The Dollar, or filver crown. 

I 


Dollar, or copper crown. 

3 to the dollar. 

Silver mark, Swedilh mark, 

4 


Copper mark, — 

12 


Siklar, Slautar, Styfver, » 



CEr Sylber, i 



CEer Kypfer, or copper cer, i 

o 6 


Rundftiick, i 



CErleigs, — 

128 


Pfenninns, *— 

768 


Other Money* 

Value in rundlliicks. 

French 



Dcnrers, Grains* 

The double fchlanten, ftyfer. 

6 


Silver ftyfer, — 

9 


Carolin, — 

75 

8 

Dollar Carolin or double Carotin, 

150 


Plotte, Bank dollar. 

192 


Dollar in fpecie, rix-dollar. 

266 ^ 

IQ 

Ducatoon, — 

3 °° 

\ I 


Currency 
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Currency of Swedijh Pomerania . | 


Value in the Country, Purity 

Rix-tlol# Carats. Crains. 

The gold Adolphus, — 

J 

Rix-dollar, — 

I 

Florin of the Empire, 

14 to the do. rix-dol. 

Florin of Pomerania, 

3 to do. 

Swedifh mark, — 

6 

Grofchen, — 

24 

Schelling, — 

43 . 

Selling, — 

9 6 

Altinwiten, — 

192 

Pfinnings, — 

1 576 


Liv. 

Sous* 


s * 

d. 

— 1 I 

IO 

O 

9 

7 

I 

l 5 

O 

4 

9 i 

— I 

,84 

0 

z 

It 

— O 

194 

O 

0 


- O 

28 den. 

O 

0 

*4 


Value in French and Englijh Money. 

French Money. Sterling. 

The golden ducat, 

Rix-dollar, 

Plotte, 

Silver dollar. 

Schilling, 

The ton of gold is" ioo,oco filver dollars, clofe upon 4000I. Her.: viz. 3993b is. i^d. 

The rix-dollar is worth 3 plottes; 6 filver dollars} 18 copper dollars j 48 fchil- 
lings, and 192 (livers. 

Weight, Value , and AJfize of Gold and Silver, according to Ordonnance* 

The mark for the affize of gold is divided into 24 carats, the carats into 12 grains. 

The mark for the affize of filver is divided into 16 loths, each loth into 18 grains. . 

Wrought filver (hould be 13 loths and a quarter fine, but an allowance on affaying is 
made of one eighth part of a loth. 

The mark of gold and filver is moreover compofed of 16 loths, 64 quintins, or 
4284 aftes. 

The ordonnance of 1664, which regulated the weight of coins, is dill obferved; ac¬ 
cording to this, one mark of gold makes 62 ducats, and of filver, five rix-dollars and 
one fifth, which is 15 loths 2 grains each; anfwering, according to Tillet and Cateau, 
to 3 ounces 5 grofs 1 o grains French weight. Cantzler quotes ordonnances with re- 
fpeft to coin, as far down as to 1706, beginning with 1594. Within that interval no 
alteration had been made in the ftandard for filver coin. 

According to Cateau, eight rix-dollars are made from one mark of filver, of the 
ftandard of >4 loths 1 grain. He Hates he omitted fradlions. 

The ftandard of the ordonnance correfponds with 10 deniers 13 grains French. 
From authentic experiments made at Paris, the Swedilh rix dollar weighs 540 grains, 
and is of the ftandard of to deniers 10 grains. The ducat weighs 65 grams, and its 
ftandard is 2344 carats. 

The common money is after the rate of 50 rix-dollars per fchipund of 272 pounds. 
Ever fince 1745, copper flieets have not been current as money ; this currency has 
become rare even, and it is how almoft impoffible to procure collections of it for the 
cabinets of the curious. 1'hef' 
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SoHornm »i.h the arms of Sweden; in the middle^the value was damped. 
Thofe which were current for a rix-dollar, weighed lire pounds; and a half. 

.80 dollars Jilbermunt, or 540 dollars ioppermunt, in lheets of the value of 4 dollars 
to half a dollar filbennunt* or from la dollars hppermmt, were made from a fchippund 
“f ^ pounds provifion weight. 9 °o dollars ot copper money damped and nmnmd, 
of from'6 cers to half an ceer hppcrmmt, from one fchippund of copper, piovdion 

"°S ht - The ftln(llrd 0 f ,he pieces of one oeer, - is a den. 8 grs. 

of thofe — offouroers, — 3 18 

of thofe — from s to 10, —* 5 8 

la 1716, pieces of five and fix oers were coined much inferior to the ftandard of the 

coins before mentioned. 

ImpreJJiom. 

The golden ducat has the King’s head on one fide with his name in latrn, and this 
legend : S D. G. Rex Suecije j on the other a circular fineld the ground azure with 
three golden crowns furrounded by the chain of the order of the Seraphim, and this 
legend 6 : Faderneslandet. The date is under the fineld, and is divided by the croft 
fi fthe order which alfc difioins thefe two letters O L diftinguifhed above the date. 

The impreffion on the rLdollars, plottes, and double plottcs is fimilar to that on the 
ducats except that on the field of the reverie, the value for which they are current is 
SXand on the rim is feen this legend: Ne ladar avans mambus. The fmaller 
filver nieces have the initial of the Sovereign on one fide, and within his diftmgmOung 
cypher with the fingle word: Fadernejhmdct ; on the oppofite fide they have the ante 
SeU as the ducats, but without the chain. On the right of the field the value is 
ftamped and R. O. M. on the left, in a line with the figures. 

” The copper coins have an argent Afield with three bars undulated with azure, a hon 
downed, wkh his throat (tangly marked, and an abridged legend eompofed ofthe mn 
tial of the Sovereign with his diftinguiflnng cypher, and S. G. V. R. Ihe thiee 
crowns which form the arms of Sweden, are placed one on the dexter fide, the other on 
Sifter and the third at the bottom of the Afield On the other fide are two ar¬ 
rows making a St. Andrew’s Oofs, with the crown ot Sweden, the date and a mark 
expreffive of the value. Late coins have a chain round the nni 1 he rundftuck has 
three crowns on one fide, and above them G. R. S. below is the date; ontheoAer 
fide is a Afield with two arrows forming a St. Andrew s croft; on the right of thedhie e 1 
figure of L and the letter K., on the left the two letters O.R., below which M. placed. 

Obfcrvatiom. 

The Swedilh coins are generally well itack, particularly thofe of gold and filver 
Little fnecic of the coinage of the country is feen In circulation, but a number of Du ch 
ducats!* They are exchanged at par for thofe of Sweden, notw.thfland.ng the Du d, 
dnSt be only a, carats J frains fine. Somewhat more of the ..tar com ts m crcola- 
fion t they. Is Jell as thofe of gold are ftamped with the greateft nicety, and m confe- 
quence are in high eftimatkm; the exportation of them is rigidly prohibited, as well as 

the copper coinage, which offers a gain of 30 per cent. T 

There is no fixed relation of value between gold and filver in Sweden. * 75 ^ 
the proportion was 1 to 18, which is difficult to believe j m Swedilh Pomerania itw 
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i to tf>. The Swedifli rix-dollar, although it have the advantage in purity over that of 
Holland by one grain as well as that of Hamburgh, is yet exchanged with both at par. 

There is regularly but one mint in Sweden, which is at Stockholm: although in 
Dalecarlia there be a copper coinage on which the arms of the province are (lamped, 
and which has currency throughout that country and its neighbourhood. 

The accounts of the crown are kept in dollars fiber munt , as are accounts in general 
in Scania, Halland, Bleking, and Gottenburgh; in thefe parts mod payments are made 
in paper. Bank notes are confidered as cafli, and are even frequently taken with greafer 
avidity. The paper of the States, particularly that of Finland recently called in, are at 
a fmaller or greater difeount according to circmnftances. Merchants keep their ac¬ 
counts in dollars and ocr-s. The fchelling or fealing is an imaginary money, 48 of which 
go to the dollar. 

Although the exchange between Sweden and other countries varies according to the 
balance of trade, by the ordonnanceof 1776 the eourfe was fixed as under. 

On Amllerdam, - 45 fchillings per rix-dollar current. 

Copenhagen, - 100 rix-dollars fpecie per r 20 rix-doliars current. 

Spain, - - 41 fchillings per ducat of exchange. 

Hamburgh, - 47 fchillings per rix-dollar banco. 

Lifbon, - - 23 fchillings per crufado of 400 ries. 

London, - 4 rix-dollars 15 fchillings per pound fterling. 

Paris, - - 25 fchillings per Ecu de.oo fous Tournois. 

Stralfund, - 100 rix-dollars fpecie per 132 rix-dollars of Pomerania. 

Ext rad of the Royal Ordonnance relative to Money , of the zytb November , 1776. 

No one whatfoever (hall be obliged, in payments above the value of a rix-dollar, to 
receive a larger quantity of fmall copper coin at one time than half a-rix-dollar. 

Gold coins being requifite for the convenience of trade, Swedifli ducats as well as 
thofe of Holland, of full weight, and with a chain round the ridge, (hall be received in 
circulation in concurrence with the rix-dollar at the rate of 94 (killings or 1 rix-dollar 
46 (killings; which in currency amounts at the period of the date of this to 35 dollars 
8 cers in copper money, or 11 dollars 24 oers Jilbermunt. 

-All purchafes, fales, and transactions of every defeription regarding money, and being 
in writing, (hall be ftipulated from the commencement of the enfuing year in rix-dollars, 
and in default of compliance with this ordonnance, (hall be deemed illegal. 

Weights of Sweden and Stralfund, 

The Skolpfund is 1 lb. which is divided into 
32 — — Loths, 

9^ ■— Quintins, 

1 3 2 —=- — Dragmes, 

and 1848 — — Affes. 

The four weights ufed in trade contain — * 

The weight for provifions. Vigt. — _ 

Mark, miner's weight. Berg verkfvigt. — 4 

- Mark, Flat country or Town weight. Limd nth Stadts vigt. 7078 

Pound, Apothecaries’ weight, — _ 7416 

1 he Sten, --— , — — ■ -n ]k. 

Lifpund, — — — ■ — 20 

16 Ltf- 


Afles. 


7221 


2 
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16 Lifpuruls a jlaple fchippund, 20 lifpunds a fchippund. The fchippund of Stral- 
fund, commercial weight, is 20 lirpundsor 2S0 lbs.; the centner, 8 lifpunds or 112 lbs.; 
tee lien, io lbs. In grocers’ and other fliops, a weight is ufed 3^- percent, lighter th t .n 
that ufed in trade, fpoken of higher up. 

The Swedifh as correfponds exactly with the as Troy of Holland. 

The pound # , or Jiolpfund weighs 1 mark 7 ounces 7 grains, 8 grains poid de mare 
French. 


Dry Meafures. 


Value in the Country. Cubic French inchef. 


: Tunna or ion contains 

— 

7386 

Spanns, — - 

— 2 


Half fpanns, — 

— 4 


Fierdings or Viertels, 

— 8 


Koppars, — 

— 3 2 

231 

Kanne, — 

— 56 

132 

Stoppe, — 

— 112 


Qwarter , — 

— 448 


jungfre cert, — 

— 1792 



Meafures for Dry Goods. 

Value in the Country. French cubic inches 

The ordinary lift, 

Latl or ton of 1000 herrings, > — 12 tons. 

— of foreign beer, J 

— of tar, pitch, whale oil, allies, 

— of Spanilh or French fait, — 

— Hemp, flax, cordage, hops, tallow. 


The barrel of malt, — — 

of fait and lime, — 

Ton of wheat rye, barley, oats and peas. 


13 tons. 

18 tons. 

120 lifpunds. 
Kaiiius- 
66 

59 

63 


8771 

7848 

1210 


* I0O lbs, Swedifh weight is equal to 93 lbs. 7 ounces Eoglifh. Tlie English pounds confequently con- 
lain 9523 affes/cjv* of Swedifh weight* and is heavier than the Swedish in the proportion of 3 20 to 299* 
The Itaple fchippund weighs therefore of Avoirdupois weight Englifh, 299 lbs* 

The fchippund (of 20 lifpunds), . — “ 3731 ^s. 

The lifpund* — — — H* 3 - 

Theikopfund* — — ““ 140*, ij T %drami. 

f Reduftion of the table of meafures of capacity to English meafure, computing 7386 French inches to 


the tunna* and the French foot to be to the Englifh aa 1068 to 
The tuima will contain 7888 inches Englifiij or 
Spann, 


s8|Sf{ Gallon! Wincheftcr Dry meafure. 


Halfspan, 

Vkrtd, 

Koppar, 

Kanne* 

Stoppe, 

Qwater, 

Junfre cert. 


j 4 toYip 

- 

VT o Ay 

3 rrr* 


rather more than of a gallon, 
rather more than ha if a gallon. 

a quart* 
half 0 pint, 

d p 

The laft .of twelve tons, 3^7 gallons and upwards, of thirteen, 376 gallons, and of eighteen, S z £ a ^* 
tons. One ton Engtfli Avoirdupois! and 2y lbs. 

VOL. VI, 3 z «» 


3 * 
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At Straifund. 


Value in the Country. French cubic incht*. 


The laft contains, com meafure, Drcemts, 8 

Barils, 32 5892 

Scheffels, 96 1964 

Fehrts, 384 

Metzers, 1586 


-"■ J 1 

Meafitres of capacity of Liquids 

- 

• 




Added by tranflator. 


Value 

French 

Engllfh. 


in the country. 

Inches* 

Inches* 

Winchefler 





Wine Meafure. 

* 




Dec* 

One Freder or Vat contains 




220 2 

Pipes - - ! 

2 



I ID I 

Oxhofts, 

5 




Alims, 

6 



3 6 7 

Nembares or Eimers, 

12 

3 > 9 6 ° 

423,928 

18 35 

Omkares, 

24 

1,980 

211,964 

9 «7 

Kannes, 

360 


14,098 

6 l2 

*- 

Stoppes, 

720 

66 

7>°49 

3 °-r 

Quarters, 

2,880 



075 

_ i\ 

Jungfres, - 

11,520 



010 

At Straifund. 





One Stubgen contains 

1 

196 

209,3 

906 

Pottes, - 

4 

49 

5 2 >3 + 

226 

The other meafures the fame as 




1 

are ufed at Hamburgh. 

1 



l 


Long Meafures,fucb as areufedfor Cloths, Carpenter’s 
Work, and Di/lances. 


The foot contains 

1 

French lines. 

131 6 

Engllfh. 

140 5 

Inches, 

Lines, - _ - 

The ell, or alien, contains feet. 

12 

144 

2 

236 2 

281 0 

Fam, or fathom. 

6 

8 43 4 

Riethe, or perch. 

16 



The 
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French. Knglifli. 

The Swedilh mile confifts of feet ^6 } coc, ^ 3 ^oot 6 miles ^ 

For carpenter’s work, a meafure of a foot of 10 inches, or tumbs, in length, is ufed, 
divided into i o lines, which are again fub-divided into ten other parts. 

The tuna, a meafure ufed in carpenter’s work, is 46,772 fquare feet. 

At Stralfimd 

The Pomeranian foot is 125 French lines. 

Eli is 258. 

In Sweden after meafuring by the ftrike an addition is given to the buyer of four 
kappers, on every meaiureof wheat, rye, oats, and peas; and fix kappers upon each 
ton. of fait, or lime. 

Chap. XXI. — Rome from Stockholm to Upfal , by Gripjbolm, Oker , Flfilfuna, Skultuna, 

■ and Wcjlcrcs. 

\VE left Stockholm by the fame road we _ arrived on coming from Gottenburg. 
After eroding the l'outhern fuburbs, of a prodigious length and mod wretchedly paved, 
we reached Griptholm by Fitja, Saudertilje , and Kumla ; over a fuperb road fix miles 
and feven eighths in length. Half a mile beyond Fitja, you have a charming prorpeQ; 
of a lake lying along the left of the road. Half a mile from Sasudertelje, on the left is 
a handfeme r/w/ftiu^pleafanlly fituated on the fide of the lake, belonging to the Prefidenc 
Eyriengranat. Before we arrived at Griplholm, we croffed one of the extremities 
of lake Mmler, over a bridge at a place called Layffadt. There it is that the iron and 
cannon from the foundry of Oker, and the neighbouring forges, are embarked for 
Stockholm. Mr. Vahrendorf had begun building two warehoufes there. 

Gripjbolm is an ancient royal chateau, to which the court formerly went very frequently; 
it has not been thither fince 1784. The firft court is abfolutely irregular; the build- 
in^ of brick ; a large tower at the bottom of the court. There are four of them of 
unequal fize, and irregularly difpofed. In the firft court are two calverms in bronze, 
fifteen and feventeen feet in length, the caliber feven inches; we efteemed them forty, 
ei^ht-pounders. They each weigh eighty-five fchippunds, and were taken from the 
Ruffians in 1581, at the fiege of Iwanogorod, by Baron Pont us de la Gardie: feveral 
times has it been in contemplation to found them. The inferiptions upon them are in 
Ruffian characters, and ftate them to have been call; in 7085, and 7087, (7577, and 
] C70,) bv the Czar I wan Bafilowitz; fome marks of Ihot which have ftruck it are vifi- 
ble on the fmaller piece. Thence a vault leads into a very fmatl court. The interior 
of the chateau prefents nothing worthy of notice. In the King’s apartments are twenty- 
feven portraits of Turkifli Emperors, from Oftnan I. who died in 1326, to Abdulhamid, 
the latt Emperor deceafed. In the bed-chamber is an iron chair, ufed by Ghftayus 
Yafa. Above in a tower, is a pretty divan; the walls of it are nine feet thick; it is 
very handfomely furniihed, and commands a charming view of the lake. In another 
tower is an apartment in which Eric XIV. was confined for two years ; it is of an irre¬ 
gular figure, and feventeen feet long at its greateft length ; it is lighted by three fmall 
windows with iron bars. The theatre is fmall, but very hand fome. It is fupported by 

3 z 2 fixteen 
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fix teen fluted columns, which, as well as the reft of the body of the theatre, which 
forms a demi-circle up to the ftage of forty feet in diameter, are gilt* In the apartment 
of the Princefs, the late King’s After, is the bull of a woman veiled, compofed of three 
different kinds of marble. In that of the Queen is a final! copy of the Borghefc her¬ 
maphrodite, In the reading-room, two vafes of Ruffian marble* The mofi remark¬ 
able contents of this chateau are its numerous collection of portraits of the Princes 
and Princeffes of Europe, fince the time of Guftavus Vafa ; itis very eonfiderable, yet 
not complete. In a long gallery, which ferves as a dining-room, are the portraits of the 
different Sovereigns contemporary with Guftavus Vafa ; and in the faloon, which is a 
large rotunda of more than forty feet in diameter ; in the great tower are thofe of the 
Sovereigns who reigned at the time Guftavus III. afeended the throne* The firft, that 
is to fay thofe of the time of Guftavus Vafa, are Francis L King of France, taken in 
1542, when forty-eight years of age, Siglfmund I. King of Poland, who died in 1548, 
eighty-one years of age* The Emperor Maximilian* is 19 (the year of his death,) fifty- 
nine years old. Charles V. Emperor and King of Spain when thirty years of age, in 
1530; he died in his fifty-eighth year* Ferdinand I* King of Hungary and Bohemia, 
aged twenty nine years, 1531, he died in 1564. Lewis if. King of Hungary and Bo¬ 
hemia, killed in battle m the year 1525, in his twentieth year* Frederic , Duke and 
Elector of Saxony, 1525? he died aged fixty-two. John* Duke of Saxony, died in 
1532, in his fixty-third year* Joachim* Margrave of Brandenburg, died 1571, fixty-fix 
years old ; was painted in 1547. Henry* Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenburg, died in 
1578, feventy-nine years old, William* Count Palatine of the Rhine, died in 1550, 
filry-feven years old, George Duke of Saxony, died in 1559, fixty-eight years old, his 
likenefs taken when fifty-nine* Eric* Duke of Brunfwick ; he died in 1540; feventy 
years of age, painted when 63* Henry , Duke of Saxony, died in 1541, fixty-ei^hc 
years old, painted when fifty-eight* Henry , Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, died 

in 1572, ninety-three years old, painted in 1534- Albert , Duke of Mecklenburg, 

died in 1547, fixty years old* Andrew de Greti , Doge of Venice, died at the begin¬ 
ning of the 16th century, painted in 1533* Stephen Schlick* Count of Baffin. George , 
de Fronfberg,^ym auratus * Philippe , Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, died in 1 557, 
at forty-three years, painted when twenty. Chrijiopher , Duke of Wirtemberg, died in 
1568, painted when eighteen, John II, junior. Count Palatine of the Rhine and Deux 
Fonts, died in 1534, fifty-one years of age. John*[emor* Count Palatine of the Rhine 
and Deux Fonts, died in 1604, fifty-four years old* Wolfgang* Count Palatine of the 
Rhine, died in France in 1569, forty-three years of age. John* Margrave of Braden- 
burg and Pomerania, died in 1571, fifty-eight years old, was painted when eighteen. 
Rem r Count deNaffau, Prince of Orange, painted when thirteen years old* Ernejl , 
Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenberg, died in 1546, forty-nine years old* Philip* Land¬ 
grave of Heffe, he died in 1567, aged fixty-three years, painted when thirty. Ulric 7 
Duke of Wirtemberg, Count de Montbeliard, died in 1550, aged fixty-three years, 
painted when forty-fix, Joachim* Margrave of Brandenburg, Duke of Pomerania, died 
In 15355 aged fifty-one years, John Frederic , Duke of Saxony, died in 1534,. aged 
fifty-one years. Henry VIII. King of England, who died in 1547', aged fifty-fix years,, 
painted when fifty-one* Guftavus I. taken in 1542- Eric XIV* Thofe of the grand 
rotunda, are Guftavus III.; Jofeph IL ; Catharine, of Ruffian George HI. King of 
England ; Ferdinand IV, King-of Naples ; Maria Frances Ifabella, Queen of Portugal; 
Chrftian VII* King of Denmark; Lewis XV* King of France ; Charles III* King of 
Spain; Abdulhamid* the Turkifh Emperor ; Scaniflaus Auguftus, King of Poland; 
Frederic 1 L King of Pruffia; Victor Amadius, King of Sardinia; the Emprefs Maria 
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Thercfa; Pius VI. the Pope; Ferdinand Lewis, infant of Parma ; Maria Amelia , in¬ 
fanta of Parma, Thofe in italics are half lengths, fuch as are in Roman characters at 
full length. The difference of the dreffes has a very pleafing effect. 

It is not exactly known at what period this chateau was built ; all that is certain is 
that the Chevalier Harald Torlfon, was the firft mentioned poffeffor in 1280. In the 
fucceeding century it belonged to the Grand Chancellor, Bo Johnjon Grips , (without 
any account how it became his;) from whom it received the name of Grip (holm ; he 
was matter of it in 1383. In 1396, his fon, Knut Bofon Grips, fold it for a trifle to 
Queen Margaret. King Eric XIII. of Pomerania, poffeffed it in 1434. The Keeper 
has a publication in the S wedifli language, which gives more ample information refpect- 
ing the Cattle. In the immediate vicinity, is the town of Mariefred, very flnall, not 
containing more than four hundred inhabitants, and poffefling nothing worthy of 
notice. 

Diflillery. —Near to Gripfholm is the molt confiderable dittillery in the whole king¬ 
dom $ three-fourths of it belongs to Mr. Vahrendorf, and the remaining fourth to 
Gen. Duwal. It has been granted them by the crown for twenty years ; their privilege 
expires in 1795, when it will belong entirely to the King. The firft expences of the 
building amounted to 80,000 rix-dollars, which, when the eftablifhinent is minutely 
infpecfed, may readily be believed. It works annually one thoufand two hundred Riga 
lafts of grain, or eighteen thoufand tons; one fourth part of which is barley ; each 
ton yield twenty-two kannes of fpirit; of thefe the King receives nearly twelve ; fo 
that the proprietors retain for themfelves about ten kannes, which they fell at 16 (kil¬ 
lings 4 runftiiks per kanne; making, upon eighteen thoufand tons, one hundred^and 
eighty thoufand kannes, upon the whole produce nearly four hundred thoufand. On 
the eftablilhment are thirteen managers, who receive from 200 to 300 rix-dollars 
annually, and ninety-fix workmen, at from fourteen to fixteen plottes per month. On 
account of the too great heat of the feafon at that interval to allow of working,, there is 
a ceflation of the dittillery from the middle of July to the middle of September. For 
the purpofe of railing water, a machine is ufed of a Angular although very Ample con- 
ftru£l:ion; it is an upright cylinder with cogs, which afts upon fix pumps, three on one 
fide and three on the other, which fupply the firft and fecond ftory; it is worked by four 
horfes. Below are ninety-fix vats of equal lize; they are fcven feet in diameter, rather 
wider at the bottom, and four feet deep ; in each is put four and a quarter tons of flour 
(fourteen lifpunds vigt. each), 2000 kannes of water, and tenqannesofcommon*yeatt. 
Each vat yields from eighty to eighty-four kannes, and fometimes, according to the 
grain, ninety kannes. The mixture is ftirred at intervals until fermentation takes place. 
Upon this the vats are covered, luted down with lime, and in four days the wa(h is 
ready for the ftill; if the weather be warm in a Ihorter time y after it has fulEcientiy 
fermented the wafli palfes twice through the (till. There are twenty-fix (tills, four of 
which contain four thoufand Cannes, the others two thoufand. The walh takes fix or 
i'even hours before it all comes over; There are three malting kilns, two of which will 
dry two thoufand kannes, the other three thoufand. The daily confumption is from 
feventy-five to feventy-feven tons of grain, of fifty kannes each. Each ton requires 
three-fourths of a meafure of wood, or two tons of Englilh coal,, which comes nearly 
to the fame expence, the meafure of wood coding-6 plottes, and Englilh coal from 32. 
to 36 (killings. The brandy delivered to the King muft be fix degrees above proof* equal, 
to 1 6° of the hydrometer of Reaumur. We advife thofe who go to Gripfwald, to re-- 
turn their horfes,. as otherwife they may have a long time to wait. 
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From Grip (holm to Okcr is a mile. There is not an inn in the place, and no other 
accommodation than what the houfe of Mr. Vahrendorf the proprietor affords, or thofe 
of feme of the officers belonging to the foundry. So that in cafe of Mr. Vahrendorf 
being abfent it may not be amif’s to be provided with a letter from him : it will be Hill 
better to wait until he may himfelf be there. 

This place is very incerefting on account of its handfome foundry for cannon. 

Cannon foundry. The ore which is made ufe for founding cannon comes from fix dif¬ 
ferent mines : it fliould be poor or at lead mixed fo that the aggregate may contain no 
more than thirty per hundred of metal, and particularly it fhould contain none of that 
quality which breaks when hot. The firft roafting of the ore is carried on in the fame 
manner as at Fahlun in the open air. There are two furnaces for the fufion, each afted 
upon by two bellows ; they yield a fchippund of iron per hour for cannon : even 7 twen¬ 
ty four hours one piece of twenty-four pounds and one four.pounder are caft, or one 
thirty-fix-pounder. Thefe two furnaces require three hundred and twelve tons of 
wood daily, and the whole, including the other fires, three hundred and eighty. Ten 
tons coil t6 fchillings. The moulds are made of the country clay, and are hooped 
with iron to render them more firm. Round the fhape for the mould hards of tow are 
put mixed with tallow and clay, over which potter’s earth or clay mixed with land. 
Five men are occupied in fafhioning the earth about the mould when cannon is carting, 
three knead the clay while two turn the fliape ; the clay is put on croiswife : when 
the mould is completed there are no more than three perfons employed in placing the 
earth about it. It requires two days for the mould to get thoroughly dry ; for this 
purpofe, when the wood is taken from it, coal and final! wood are burnt within and 
coal alone without, which is turned about as the mould dries. The melting furnaces 
are very large, built of granite, anti the ftones are fupported by maffes of iron from 
eleven to twelve feet long, in fliape of beams. The two cannon of twenty-four and 
four pounds are caft in eight minutes; in three hours time, notwithftanding the 
pieces be yet red hot, the fand is removed in which the mould is placed. This is in a 
wooden vat of eleven feet deep, and eight feet in diameter: conceive but an inftant 
how violent the heat the men mud experience at the bottom of this vat, employed fo 
near this burning mafs in removing and throwing out the fand : they are confequently 
very quickly relieved. 

In fix hours’ time the mafs has acquired a fufficient confidence to allow of the piece 
being withdrawn; but it cannot be bofed until after it has laid two or three days in the 
open air. The firft operation then is to cut off the head of the cannon which is at 
leaf! a foot in length ; this is done at firft with a round plate of fteel more than fix 
lines in thicknefs ; the head is cut on three fides by turning this round plate, the piece 
remaining motionlefs, which operation in a piece of twenty-four pounds takes up fix 
hours. By that time the head holds but a very flender piece on the three fides; iron 
wedges are then ft ruck into the part cut by a mallet of a lifpound in weight. The 
more excellent the iron the greater the length of time before the head breaks off j It 
has taken up four minutes when we have been prefent: after this the furplus at the 
end of the cannon is cut off, and the end polifbed, which takes up two hours; then the 
boring begins at firft horizontally, the piece remaining immoveable : one man and a 
boy only are employed in working the wheel, which forces forward and turns the 
wedge in the piece ; this wedge or rather this bar is two inches thick, but the mouth 
of the camion is feven lines more, owing to the fteel end fitted to the bar, which Serves 
as it turns to bore the gun, being one inch and a half. The firft hole is drilled, after¬ 
wards it is bored perpendicularly, the borer turning and the piece being depreffed to 
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meet it: the arms are of iron and the borer of ft eel. The borers are of feven different 
fizes; each inftrument has four, the laft only fix, and one which traverfes at the end in 
order to polilh the interior of the cannon. The depreflion of the piece is after the rate 
of more than an inch a minute; there are twenty-one minutes of interval between the 
operation of one borer and another. When requifite to raife the piece, in order to 
withdraw the borer, two men and one apprentice turn the wheel which raifes it in five 
minutes; it takes four to let it down again. In cafe of necelfity a twenty four pounder 
may be bored in feventeen hours, viz. feven hours for the firft boring and ten for the 
fecond, for which the workmen are payed two plottes: thefe two works cannot always 
be done at once on account of their being afted upon by the fame head of water, which 
is not conftantly fufficient to work the two hydraulic engines. It takes two hours to 
drill the touch-hole, which is done by a bow, the drills are of iron of different fizes but 
equal length : on thefe three laft operations only three workmen are employed; all that 
remains of the cannon, confiding of rough iron, is fent to different other forges of 
Mr. Vahrendorf, at which it is made into bars. There are fcarccly thirty men em¬ 
ployed at the cannon foundry : the workmen earn but little; they have, however, as 
is the cafe at all the foundries, their grain afforded them at half price, and may receive 
at pleafure their wages either in provifion or money. 

The water proceeds from a lake of fufficient elevation, fince there is a fall of forty- 
eight ells to the great wheels ; thefe wheels work all together five machines : i. afaw- 
mill (near the lake); 2. that which blows the bellows ; 3. that which is ufed for cut¬ 
ting of the heads of the cannon ; and 4. and 5. the two machines which bore the can¬ 
non. The manufactory is difeontinued in December, and re-commences in March. 

From four thoufand three hundred to four thoufand four hundred fchippunds is 
made into cannon annually. The greater part goes to Holland, Naples, and Portugal; 
to the latter country chiefly thirty-fix pounders. They are proved in the prefence of an 
artillery officer belonging to the King, who marks them at the mouth with the arms of 
Sweden (thofe oF the powers for whom they are defigned are engraven on the breech), 
and likewife with a bomb if he belong to the army, or if to the navy with an anchor, 
A certificate from the officer is abfolutely neceffary before the pieces can pafs the cuf- 
toms and be fhipped. Twelve pounders are proved with from ten to eleven pounds of 
powder, firft with one ball, afterwards with two ; the cannon of other caliber in pro¬ 
portion. Their coft, with all expences paid, in board, is crow'ns of Hamburg banco 
(equal to from 51 to 54 fchillings). Portugal pays more on account of its taking credit. 
Ball is fold at 54 crowns: very little is made at Oker on account of- the great quantity 
of ore required for the other works. Mortars are dearer than cannon, by from 3 
to 4 crowns, owing to their frequently burfting on trial, which occafions lofs. Bombs 
coft fame what more than cannon, and fliouid coft lefs, as they occafion fcarcely any 
wafte. All Swedife ball weighs much more than the ftipulation, nearly one fifth part. 
The ball for Naples and Portugal is 5I inches in diameter, and the thicknefsof the gun 
at the mouth is three inches nine lines. Dutch weight is a little yet but a trifle greater 
than that of Sweden. The calibre of the Swedifii forty-eight pounder is feven inches 
one line and a half; that of the thirty-fix pounder fix inchhs and a halfj of the twenty- 
four pounder five inches eight lines \ the eighteen pounder five inches one line ; the 
twelve, four inches four lines and a half \ the fix, three inches feven lines and a half * 
thebrafs fix pounders weigh five fchippunds, thirteen lifpunds, eight marks ; the long 
twelve pounders eleven fchippunds, three lifpunds j the twenty-four, twenty-four fchip¬ 
punds, thirteen lifpunds, thirteen marks; the mark of the foundry flamped on one of 
the arms. The fhip cannon are from fixteen to feventeen calibers in depth j (they are 
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found to be too fliort, and recoil too much, they fliould be twenty calibres;) thofc for 
fortreffes from twenty-two to twenty-four. A twelve pounder for the navy weighs 
eight fchippunds, and is fix and a half feet long ; for fortreffes twelve fchippunds, is 
nine feet long, and is two inches two lines in thicknefs at the mouth ; a twenty-four 
pounder for the navy weighs fixteen to feventeen fchippunds ; for forts twenty-four; 
a thirty-fix pounder for the firit weighs from twenty-three to twenty-four fchippunds ; 
none of this calibre are made for fortreffes: the thicknefs of a navy twenty-four 
pounder at the breech is feven inches and a half. 

Oker about fifty years ago belonged to the crown, who fold it under an engagement 
to fupply a certain quantity of wood at a very moderate price. Mr. Vahrendorf af¬ 
fords fubfi(fence to nearly eight thoufand perfons, women and children included, which 
may readily be conceived when the extent of his poffeflions are confidered; his differ¬ 
ent mines, forges, and manufactures in Sudermania, Nericia, Dalecarlia, &c. The 
following is an account of what they annually produce him : from ten to eleven fchip¬ 
punds of iron in bars, of the value of from 6 to 7 rix-dollars; from four thoufand 
three hundred to four thoufand four hundred fchippunds in cannon, at 7 rix-dollars 
and a third ; two thoufand in hall, at 5! ; from eight hundred to one thoufand fchip¬ 
punds of brafs, at 50 rix-dollars; three hundred of copper, at 45 crowns ; two to 
three quintals of fteel, at 3} or 4 rix-dollars : in all at leal! 180,000 rix-dollars, exclu- 
five of many articles, particularly the brewery before mentioned. This is the inftant 
proper to remark that neither M. Vahrendorf nor other manufacturers of brafs fent 
any to France in 1791, which muff have occafioned great inconvenience to the town 
of Leigh and its neighbourhood, the foie dependance of which refts on its manufac¬ 
ture of pins; and which drew, if not all their brafs, yet a very confiderable part from 
this country. M. Vahrendorf has made fome very pretty gardens, in fpots before 
uncultivated, by dint of labour, in a very little time, overcoming the natural barren- 
nefs of the foil. 

From Oker we proceeded to Streiignres^ a fmall town of a thoufand inhabitants; 
this we left on the right a mile beyond Malmby. The country has a cheerful appear¬ 
ance, and is well cultivated; thence through Ekefog and Tiuljladt we palled on to 
Efiiljluna. This is a very interefting town on account of its numerous manufacturers 
of iron of every kind. The traveller will lodge at the poft-houfe; but if it Ihould be 
kept by the fame hoftefs as in 1791, he is cautioned to bargain with her beforehand, 
as Hie makes it a practice to fleece ftrangers, confidering that they vifit her but once, 
and flie fees them no more. It will be right to be provided with recommendations to 
M. Ryiwiarm, who has written a work on iron which is held in high eftimation, or to 
NaurdwaL The firft is aged and infirm, but the fecond is extremely complaifant, and 
fpeaks French. 

Eftil/hma. This town is divided in two, and is fituated precifely at the place of com¬ 
munication of the two lakes Mmler and Hielmer. Its fituation is very pleafant; it con¬ 
tains altogether about two thoufand inhabitants, from fix to leven hundred of whom 
(three hundred of them workmen, including one hundred inaftermen,) live in that 
part called the free town , feparated from the other by a bridge. Here it is that all 
thofe workmen dwell, willing to avail themfelves of the privilege granted by the King 
to fuch as come thither to fettle. Charles X. was the founder of this eflabUlhment; 
and Lockfmiths ftreet, built by him, is Hill called Rademacher, from the name of a Ger¬ 
man whom the King invited hither, and who was the firft director : the whole of the 
remainder is the work, of Guftavus III. Soon as a workman prefents himfelf, he is firft 
examined, and if approved the King gives him a houfe and an allotment of land of 
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feven tv-five ells in length by fifty. From that inftant he becomes a proprietor, and 
works' on what branch he pleafes: if defirous of buying a houfe,it is afforded him at 
half its value, and he pays on this flipulated price 6 per cent, per annum for twenty 
years, after which it becomes his in perpetuity. 

' Mr. Chriftian Johanfin paints different pretty things in a charming manner upon 
ft eel, fuch as, he fays, cannot be done in England: this however is doubtful, for we 
have*feen firoilar in'France which did not come from EjMlJtuna, His principal em¬ 
ployment is datnafquining fwords for officers, the expence of which is 2 rix-dollars, S 
fchillings each. Remakes buttons with landfcapes on them, which are as high as 16 
{killings each; feiffors at from 40 {killings to 2 rix-dollars, and other inconfiderable ar¬ 
ticles. He fells in Sweden alone, and has but one workman. There is here a inanu- 
fa&ory of fwbrd blades and fabres for the army. The iron tempered into ft eel (which 
muft be of the beft quality) conies from Graningen in Angermania. The blades of 
the fabres of the cuirafiiers are three feet long, and ccft 1 rix-dollar, 6 (killings; ot 
the huffarsi, are thirty-four inches long, and coft 1 rix dollar, 16 fchillings; of the 
dragoons, thirty-three inches, nine lines, and coll 1 rix-dollar 16 fchillings; of the 
cuiraffiers of Prince Charles, thirty-fix inches ten lines, at 1 rix dollar, 16 fchillings; 
of the regiment of cavalry of Oftrogothia, thirty-five inches, at 1 rix dollar, 16 fchit- 
lings; the cutlaffes for the navy, twenty-fix inches, and coft 1 rix-dollar, 8 fchillings; 
for the infantry, twenty-three inches, 20 fchillings; for the miners, twenty-five inches, 
three lines, 1 rix-dollar; for the Savolax regiment of foot, twenty-five inches, ten lines, 
1 rix-dollar, 8 fchillings; for the dragoons, a ftralght fiat fword, thirty-one inches, 
eight lines in length, 1 rix-dollar, 8 fchillings: all the manufacturers employed in 
the making thefe come from Solmgen. Three edged fwords, 1 rix-dollar, and foils, 
16 (killings. Thefe earn mod of 'all the workmen, fome even 32 fchillings per diem, 
and more ; lockfmiths and cutlers earn at leaft 8 or 10 (killings. 

'I here are feven workffiops of two hammers, one of which (very large) for fteel, 
and a fmaller for large nails, of which fcarcely more than two are made in a minute, 
fit requires three men to manufacture large nails, only one to make fmall ones.) The 
iron employed is brought from Weftefos. The whole quantity annually manufactured 
is two rhoufand fchippunds, half of which in caft articles, and the remainder wrought. 
The firft colls 3 rix-dollars, the other from 6 to 6|. There are four furnaces for fteel, 
at which none but coarfe work is wrought. The furnaces are made of French clay ; 
the principal walls are brick : the principal bottom of double flieets of copper. To 
convert the iron into fteel requires ten days fire ; and the confumption of fuel during 
the ten days is forty lafts: each laft of twelve tons cofts 3 2 lkillings. The quantity of 
fteel yielded is conflantly from two to three fchippunds more than the weight of iron 
put into the furnaces, which strifes from the phlogiften taken up by the iron in its pro- 
cefs Gf ftulification: if the exatl quantity put in were yielded the operation would be 
deficient (fee the work of Mr, Jars). Frefh fuel is added every fix hours. The fteel 
takes twenty days to cool, but lefs in winter. The length of the furnace, in which the 
bar iron is placed, intended to be converted into fteel, is four feet ten inches. Every 
ten days eighty fchippunds is turned out of each furnace : neverthelefs no more is 
made annualiy than two thoufand fchippunds, and frequently lefs, accof'ding to demand. 
The greateft part is fhipped for Lifbon. There are two furnaces, and a large hammer 
for forging iron bars ; of thele there are made from feven to eight hundred fchippunds, 
which quantity might be extended to one thoufand. Six workmen are kept for the 
two furnaces, two of which foremen. The foreman receives 12 fchillings for each 
fchippund of iron forged ; and pays the two workmen himfelf: they can forgl three 
von. vi. 4 a febip- 
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fchippunds daily ; they work in the German fafhion ; the difference between the Ger¬ 
man method and the Walloon are* 1. That by the firft manner they melt and work at 
once at both forges: by the fecond, the one is kept for founding* while they work at the 
other, 2, The fuel is meafbred out to the Germans* whereas it is afforded as required 
to the Walloons without limitation, 3, The firft melt the iron by degrees in fmall 
lumps* the other infert the whole at once: the Walloons hammer the iron lefs than the 
Germans, and confequently make much more* even five fchippunds per furnace per 
diem, whereas the Germans can work but three. From what has been obferved* the 
Walloon plan will be vifibly the dear eft. There are likewife three workfhops* in which 
there are two grind ft ones and four wooden wheels for fharpening and poiiftiing cutting 
inftruments. A fmall hammer alfo for giving their primitive fhape to fcythes. 

In another part of the town copper is flattened into fheets to the amount of about 
700 fchippunds* the workmen receive one rix-dollar per fchippund for ordinary flieets, 
and 12 fchillmgs additional for fuch as are four feet long by one and a half; there are 
three workmen employed on copper* and the quantity which may be flattened is from 
one thoufand to one thoufand two hundred fchippunds: there is moreover in the fame 
place* a hammer fox* fa Aliening iron bars, another for nails* and different other fmall 
eftablifliments the fame as in the free town. The annual confixmption of coal is fix 
thoufand lafts. Here we fliall fpeak of the different qualities of iron, and the mode of 
diftinguiihing them. Good iron is difficult to break, and breaks at once ; within it is of 
a duilifh white colour ; it is lighter than other iron* but among this fpecies the heaviett 
is preferred, as well as in caft fteeh Iron which is grey internally breaks more eafily. 
Iron which breaks when hot is known by groves acrofs it; when they run lengthways 
the iron is good : that which breaks when cold is of a Alining appearance* granulated 
when broke. This is the belt for refi fling the weather. The lighted iron is feven and 
a half times the weight of water* the heavieft from eight to eight and a quarter- There 
is no dearth of water at Eikilftuna, nor is there any interruption to the works even in 
the depth of winter. 

From Eikilftuna to Kolbeck by Smedby, is three miles and a half. On the firft'ftage 
feme commons and blocks of granite diftinguifliable on each fide the road. At half a 
mile beyond Smidby we arrived at the brink of the lake Mmler^ which is crofted on a 
raft in order to reach the fmall iftand Nickel .* about a third of a mile in length, belong¬ 
ing to Count de Creutz: on the pafiage you have a delightful view of the lake, Upon 
leaving the ifland you pafs over a fmall arm of the lake and land in Weft mania. The 
iftand is faiidy and apparently fterile* Shortly after you crofs a third branch, which as 
well as the two preceding* is very narrow* and the fare of the watermen extremely 
moderate* it is a projection of the lake, into which the canal of Stromfholm difembogues 
itfelf: nothing would be more eafy than the conftrudtion of bridges over thefe creeks* 
at leaf! the two latter *, leaving the firft open for the paffage of veffels; after palling the 
lalt ferry, the ancient royal caftle of Stromfholm is feen. Shortly after the road turns 
along fide the ftables* conlifting of three piles of wooden buildings of the greatefl fim* 
plicity. Leaving firft the caftle and afterwards the church to the right we crofted a 
bridge over the river which* by a canal we fliall fhortly deferibe* is connected with the 
lake. In order to fee this canal we were obliged to go from Kolbeck to Skantxen^ three 
quarters of a mile diftant; when finiftied* it will no longer be neceffary to travel fo far 
for this purpofe* yet will that fpot be ever an obje£t of curiofity from the abundance of 
interefting objefls found there, as will be conceived from the detail we are about to 

* Jgfts which are (till vifible at the laft ferry indicate that there has been formerly a bridge there. 
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mafcr. As there is no poft-houfe at Skantzen, it will be requifite to bargain with the 
poftillion who drives you from Kolbeck, to proceed to Skutuna or We keros; in caie ot 
his refufine, you muft of neceflity return to take hor&s at Kolbeek. 

The canal of Strbmfiiolm begins at Norberg, in Weft mania, and ends at Strommolm, 
where it joins lake Metier; it is ten miles in length. la feme parts the river was found 
to be navigable, but in molt it was either deepened or new channels cut. t ne fii !t 
lock is at Seatin', fix miles and a half beyond Skanlzen, and the lail at Strommolm . 
there are to be five and twenty. This canal was begun in 1777, and poflibly may be 
compleatcd in 1794 if great cxeriion beufed \ throughout the whole length there is 11 x 
feet depth of water, at "the bottom it is fixty fret broad, and at the lurfr.ee ninety ; the 
larged veffels which the canal will bear are forty-feven feet in length, draw five feet water, 
and are one hundred and fifty fchippunds burthen, (about forty-five tons). \\ Jieii we 
few it, velfels proceeded no farther than to the pxteenth lock: twenty-nine paffed annu - 
ally, but this number will be valtly increafed when the canal is entirely Imr.hed ; the 
wattage by it is clofed in November and relumed in May. Above the lock number 
fourteen, there are fix hundred fathoms of mafonry, on account of the quality of the 
foil. Three hundred fathoms below this, is lock number fifteen ; and a hundred fa¬ 
thoms beyond number fixteen; at a diflance thence of one thouland five bundled 
fathoms are numbers feventeen and eighteen cut out of the rock, alter which the canal 
makes a fharp turning through the natural rock to the left. ^ 1 he original plan was 
changed in this fpot. Five hundred fathoms from number eighteen are the locks nine? 
teen,°twenty,and twenty one, which are together. One tingle lock colls ico,coo dol¬ 
lars koppermunt, 1330I. fterling; the double and triple locks in proportion. Each lock 
has a fall of nearly fixteen Swedifh feet from furface to furface. The total fall of the 
canal is one hundred and ninety-two fathoms: in lefs than half an hour’s walk you meet 
with eight locks, that is to fay from number fourteen to number twenty-one, from the 
firft to the iaft the fall of water is fixty four fathoms; in the neighbourhood of 
number fixteen is a ft eel furnace; near to twenty-one a final! hammer for iron. Tne 
malts of the veffels are fixed fo as to lower at pleafure, as on many of the locks there 
are bridges. Over the fixteenth lock is a very pretty fmall bridge, with para¬ 
pets and comer fiones of granite, with this inscription in the Swedifii language: 
« This bridge, the firft built of Swediih granite, was contracted in the reign of Gufta- 
vus III, the granite hewn by order of the fenator Baron Charles de Spar re. I he work 
was direfted by John Ufftrceum, the peafantry hewed the (tones in 1787.” Employed 
on this work are about five hundred men, who are paid from 16 to 48 (killings per | of 
a cubic fathom, according to the nature of the ground. Veflels palling along the canal 
pay 14 fehillings 8 rundftiicks per fchippund, of which 6 fchillings 8 rundftiicks towards 
the locks. This canal will be of great utility for tranfporiing at finall expence the pro¬ 
duce of the mines, which is very abundant in the part where it begins; once arrived at 
lake Mceler, the after expence of tranfport to Stockholm will be very trivial. It will be 
neceffary the traveller fhould obtain a letter of addrefs to Mr. Berger, the director of 
the canal. -From Skantzen to Skultuna is two and a quarter miles, on the way you crofs 
the Scarfs: there is no inn at Skultuna nor any remedy but in taking up your abode 
with the proprietor of the manufactory. 

Skultuna. Here is a brafs manufactory. M. Galen in his work on the art of trans¬ 
forming copper into brafs, which makes a part of the arts and trades, has very well 
deferibed this operation; he took his detail from the manufactory eflablifhed at Nord- 
kiceuping, to which all in Sweden bear refemblance. At that at Skultuna are three 
large kilns, the chimneys of which, built of brick, rife to a confiderable height; in one 
of thefe kilns there are five furnaces, four in the fecond, and three in the third, altoge- 
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ther twelve: but nine arc fufficient. When the copper is broken and reduced into 
fmall pieces by the means of fledge hammers, it is put into crucibles of French day; 
the dearnefs of this article prompted the proprietors to make fearch for fimilarin Swe¬ 
den : it has been found in Scania, and promifes fliortly to equal that of France, which 
will therefore become unneceffary. In order to make it into fbeets it is run on a table 
of granite, over which another is fufpended; they are thirteen feet in length by five in 
breadth, and from eight to ten inches thick : they come from St. Main, and coft 
200 plotres the pair: in general it happens that out of every ihipment the half of what 
comes are bad. It appears aftonifhing that Sweden, which l'uperabounds with granite in 
every quarter, fliould be obliged to import it from abroad : that of St. Malo is however 
preferred on account of the mica and blende being more equally diffributed, and in 
greater abundance. For cutting the fheets intended to be drawn into wire, a fimilar 
machine is made ufc of to that,of the Englifh : when the brafs has been cut and drawn, 
it is put into a kiln, where it remains for half an hour : iris drawn five times^ and even 
eight if the wire be required of that finenefs. The packages of brafs wire are made up 
to weigh forty pounds ; there are twenty wire-drawing moulds of fteef; the manufac¬ 
tory is worked by a cylinder with wings, which the water puts in motion ; the water is 
fupplied by the Swartz, (black river,) which empties itfdf into the lake at Wefteros, and 
which conflantly furniflies it in all feafbns. In the nine furnaces before mentioned, the 
metal is melted twice per day, that is every twelve hours; each melting yields two 
hundred and forty pounds of brafs. The whole quantity made in a year fcarcely ex¬ 
ceeds from fix to feven hundred ichippunds ; it might be extended to one thoufand. 
The fheets of brafs are five times roafted, and are as often put into the cylinder which 
refembles that at Afruftadt. On coming' out they are ten ells long by three feet eight 
Inches in breadth : it undergoes no alteration in its dimenfions. Copper in its trans¬ 
formation into brals gains nearly twenty-five per cent., the precile quantity depending on 
the quality of the calamine. Hungary furniflies two forts of this article, red and white; 
Poland but one, which is a reddifh grey: the Hungarian calamine is confidered to be 
the beft; it cofts 1 rix-dollar 43 fchillings per quintal, (three and a half to the fchip- 
pund.) The coft of Polifh calamine is 25 rix-dollars per ton of between five and a half 
to fix fchippunds, about 1 rix-dollar 1 1 fchillings per fchippund: the annual confump- 
tion of this article is one thoufand two hundred fchippunds of calamine, and three thou¬ 
fand tafts of wood. There is likewife a petty furnace for the running of fmall utenfils, 
which are afterwards poliftied. The filings are remitted, but experience a lofs of 50 per 
cent. In all from fixty to fixty-two workmen are employed, lhe whole of this ma¬ 
nufactory was confumed by fire about ten or twelve years ago : the lofs was enormous 
to the proprietor, a Mr. Adlervull, to whom the traveller fhould have recommendation. 
At prefent lie has infured the whole, even the wood and charcoal; the infurance for 
buildings entirely of wood is two per cent, and from one to one and a half for other 
buildings, according to the quantity of brick and ftone contained in them. 

From Skultuna we proceeded to Wefteros, the distance a mile and a half, the roads 
full of holes and bad. As a traveller rarely remains more then a few hours at Skul - 
tuna, he fliould keep his horfes. 

Wefteros is a very ancient city which contains nothing worthy of remark. The tomb 
of Eric XIV. in the cathedral is abfolutely undeferving notice. The fleeple of this 
church, built on a fquare tower, is reckoned the higheft in Sweden, yet is not very 
high. At the extremity of a long jetty lined with warehoufes, is the port at which 
great quantities of iron are fiiipped for Stockholm. The left fide of this jetty is a 
rnarfh ; before you arrive hither, you fee the government-houfe, which is a handfome 
building. Wefteros is the capital of the province of Weftmania, one of the fineft in 

Sweden, 


JORTIa's TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 55 9 

Sweden, poflelTmg meadows, arable lands, and mines of all deferiptions. Its pofition 
with refpect to lake Moeler affords great facility to the tranfport of its productions, prin¬ 
cipally iron, of which it exports a confiderable quantity. Two famous diets have been 
held at Welleros, the one in 1527, the other in 1544 ; the firft deprived the clergy of 
its poffeffions, and the fecond fecuircd the throne, before elective, to the defeendants of 
Guftavus Vafe. 

From Wclteros to Upfal by Niqwarn, Enkeeupingy (a town,) Lflena , and Scfva, is 
altogether feven miles and one eighth: after the firft ftage you crofs the Serva or Sa~ 
gan\ ^ the fame river as flows by Sahla over a bridge, which palled, you are in Upland. 
This is a fine road -, the bridge which feparates the two provinces is built fharp of afeent, 
on account of being liable to be covered by the water at the melting of the winter’s fnow. 
Enkoeuping is a city, which elfewhere would be looked upon only as a confiderable 
village; its fituatton is advantageous at the bottom of a creek of lake Moeler. 

Chap. XXII .—Route from Upfal to Aba> by Dannemora , CEnJlerby , Lafta, Forfmarck, 

Gri/lcbmiiy and the ijle of Aland. 

AS we have already fpoken of the city of Upfal, we ftiall proceed direCtl y to the 
defeription of thofe objeCts which we noticed on our paffage to Abo in Finland ; this 
trip is very interefting on account of its affording a fight of the richeft mine and the 
moft capital forges in Sweden. _ . 

From Upfal to liujby one mile and a half; thence to Anderbyis two and a quarter; 
the road never bad, but frequently extremely narrow. Half a mile from Hufby we 
came to Natholma, an excellent forge belonging to Count Brahe; and a little beyond 
this to his feat, which has a handfome appearance *. In the two laft flages we paffed 
over feveral plains. From Anderlby to Dannemora is three quarters of a mile, thence 
to (Eufterby the fame diftance, although there is a nearer road. The road to (Eufterby 
turns to the right, that to the mine to the left, you pafs under the machinery of the 
pumps, which is fo low as to enforce your attention in cafe your carriage be any ways 
elevated. 

Dannemora. This is the mine which may juftly be called the Peru of Sweden : it pro¬ 
duces the beft iron, and of that at lead a tenth part of the production of the whole king¬ 
dom ; it is fituated in the hamlet of CEuderby. It is far from curious in itfelf as a 
mine, fince it has no galleries, no vaults, nor interior works; but merely a quarry open 
at the top. We fpeak of the-great hole into which the curious are wont to defeend, 
and which alone yields twenty thoufand fchippurids, thus divided: two fifths to Lcefta, 
two fifths to (Eufterby, and one fifth to Gimo. It is the beft iron of this niine, wholly 
monopolized by the Englifh, of which they make their fteel; it cofts nearly a rix-dollar 
more than other iron. M. de Vtrgennes, during his embaffy to Sweden, contrived to 
fend fome of it to France for fteel manufactures, but the importation was not con¬ 
tinued. From the firft works to the laft, there is a diftance of a thoufand ells in one 
direction. Seventy-three openings have been made, but great part of them are clofed, 
either on account of their not yielding ore, or the works being overflowed. 

This mine was worked for the firft time in the thirteenth century; but the moft 
authentic monuments refpecting it, are of the date of the fifteenth ; its greateft 

* He has another feat between Upfal and Stockholm, where are many manuferipts, particularly in the 
Polifh language. 
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depth is eighty Swedifli fathoms j it fupplies feventeen forges with iron, and belongs to 
thirteen,proprietors 5 each at die feventeen great forges among which the ore is diiiri- 
buted keep a man at the fpot to look to the fair dittribufion of the produce. The mine 
is capable of yielding, fixty thoufand fchippunds of ore, but no more than from forty to 
forty-two fchippunds is extracted. The ore yields from fixty to feventy-ttvo per cent,, 
the work in the mine is extremely eafy, being nothing but a block of metal; it was in¬ 
undated in 1693, an ^ twenty years were employed before it could be emptied, and its 
works be refumed. Avery confiderabte work has even become necefiary on the fide 
of the lake which ads on the pumps, for the prevention of a fimilar accident. This 
undertaking has enabled the miners to begin a new fearch, in w hich ore has been found 
at a very inconfiderable depth. There are in all four hundred workmen, if the women 
and children be included, who are very numerous in the large hole* Wood was for¬ 
merly ufed for bearing the ore, which caufed a very great consumption j atprefent they 
life powder alone, as has been the cafe for feven and twenty years ; from two hundred 
and ten to two hundred and fifteen quintals are thus annually expended at a coil of 
from 10 to li rix-doilars per quintal. The tribute paid to the crown is a tenth of the 
rough iron ; the ore is blown up every day at a fixed period, to wit, noon. The great 
hole is confiantly full of fmoke, unlefs when expelled by a violent wind, when alone 
the bottom can be difeerned from thefummit. There is a flair cafe but dangerous and 
confequently not ufed ; the only mode of defeent in practice is by buckets ; we were 
five minutes and forty feconds in going down ; the depth is feventy-eight toifes, there 
is day-light in every part; even in July we met with ice here and found it cold* In 
one corner is a forge for the tools of the workmen j no horfes are employed within the 
mine, but eighty without for daily work : all the buckets are a&ed upon by horfes ; 
the wheel that works the pumps is twenty-four ells in diameter $ it is the largeft in 
Sweden, and is worked by a very trifling head of water. 

Few years pais over without feme accident from the falling of ftones; but the rope 
was never known to break ; it is related that a girl being in the bucket, the bucket 
ftriking againfl: a projecting rock was overfet, but the girl’s petticoats fortunately catch¬ 
ing the rock, file hung by them till fuch time another bucket was letdown to her re¬ 
lief ; what was however equally extraordinary* the girl had the courage to go down 
again the fame day as if nothing had happened. Since the ufe of gunpowder in the 
mine the workmen have earned more, as being enabled to do more labour; feme have 
even made money and built themfeIves fmal'l houfes. Corn being dear in 1791, the la¬ 
bourers of the mine infilled upon paying no more than the fourth, inftead of half of 
the market price as ufual, but the proprietors who had a year’s (lock of ore on hand, 
refufing to employ them on inch conditions they defifled from their demand. 

The following minerals may be obtained at this mine ; black and bluifii granulated 
iron ore, fometimes naturally poliihed on the furface ; many varieties of amianthus * 
mountain leather and mountain cork ; cryfials of calcareous fpar, pyramidal and hex¬ 
agonal in drujes ; pale amethyfis; cloudy topazes; cryftalsof white quartz in drufes, 
mofHy without prifms ; rock garnets, fometimes cryflalized; rock pebbles, of various 
colours, fometimes in layers; mineral pitch ; and martial pyrites in cubes. The iron 
of this mine, the dearell in Sweden, is fhipped at Stockholm, and not at Oregrund, 
where formerly it ufed to be fliipped, and the name of which place it has preferved in 
foreign countries. By the fide of the mine are the mineral fprings of Harvick^ the fla¬ 
vour and properties of which bear great analogy to the waters of Balaruc. 

CEullerby is.a quarter of a league from Dannemora; here you may have accommo¬ 
dation at the inn, which is tolerable, and moderate of charge. This eftate belongs to 
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Meffrs.Grill and Pyhljit did belong to Guftavus Adolphus, who dwelt here, butwith fe- 
veral others was given to the family of Geer, who had rendered the King great fervice: 
the prefent poffeffors bought it for 140,000 rix-dollars, but according to the increafe of 
the value of coin, its worth is about 300^000 rix-dollars; the chateau is handfome'and 
well built, of brick and ftone (notwithftanding the Dutch traveller reports it of wood); 
within it has little to recommend it; its neighbourhood is pleafant, particularly for a 
country fo much towards the north. The traveller will do well to vifit this forge, as all 
the different works are carried on at it, whereas at Loefta and Forfmarck no pig iron is 
run. This forge has three hammers, without including one for fteel and another for 
iron ; each hammer is capable of working from forty to fifty fchippunds weekly; what 
is highly fingular, one of thefe continually works more than the other two by from fix 
to feven fchippunds, and notwithftanding the workmen have been changed, therefult, 
without their being able to account for it, has yet been conftantly the fame. The Wal¬ 
loon method of working is followed here, becaufe more work is completed by that 
method, and the iron lefs hammered; this practice is requifite at this forge as well as 
that of Loefta and Gimo, as all the iron is manufactured at thefe three different places, 
of which the Englilh make their fteel. Here five thoufand fchippunds are forged; 
fome years they have, fx'cm want of water, been able to forge no more than three thou¬ 
fand ; fometimes there is alfo a dearth of charcoal; what is bought cofts 32 Shillings, 
if brought by the peafants it cofts from 6 to 7 dollars. For iron in bars, 4 lafts per fchip- 
pund is required, of which two for the rough iron of the firft calling. The charcoal 
for the kilns is much more burnt than that for melting. The fteel is worked with fea- 
coal, after the Englilh manner, with artificial bellows. Samples of it have been fent to 
France, but they could not vie with the Englilh. The price of nails is, if under five 
inches long, from one to fix dollars the thoufand. Large nails are fold by the fchip- 
pund, at from 10 to 15 rix-dollar>, according as the heads are more or lefs wrought. 

The water comes from a lake, three-fourths of a mile in length, which formerly was 
a marlh. Channels were cut in the neighbouring for efts connected with it, in order to 
gather in one place all the rain-water; in dry years there is but little, as was the cafe 
particularly in 1790. It frequently raifes higher than the ground in its neighbourhood, 
which has neceflitated the conftruCtion of a ftrong dam; fhould this give way, not only 
the forge but the plain as far as Upfal, and a part of the town even, would be over¬ 
flowed. In 1751 or .52, only four inches were wanting of its reaching the fummif of the 
dam. The Governor of Upfal perceiving the waters fuddenly rife, came in perfon to 
(Eufterby, to fee if the dam had not given way. By the fide of the lake is another re- 
fervoir, and two more below this. From the firft to the laft there is a fall of from 
twelve to thirteen ells. The fame water fuppiies Lceufta in great meafure. 

All workmen requifite to a colony are found here : the village is compofed of feven ty 
houfes, difpofed in four ftreets after the manner of the Dutch ; each houfe contains two 
families, and has a little garden$ there are one hundred and fifty workmen, and alto¬ 
gether feven hundred inhabitants. The Walloon colony at CEufterby has preferved a 
confiderable portion of its antient manners : the people compofing it intermarrying 
only among themfelves, and holding the peafantry around in fovereign contempt. In 
1790 they attempted to imitate the people from Liege, but this kind of revolt had no 
confequences. In their contract there is a ftipulation for wine, and they are paid in 
filver. Their fupport requires fix or feven thoufand tons of corn annually, and as the 
eftate produces no more than from nine hundred to a thoufand, the reft is purchafed, 
which occafions a confiderable expence. In this forge labour ceafes from eight in the 
morning of Saturday, until four on Sunday evening. The Director’s falary is from five 
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to 600 rix-dollars, he has moreover a dwelling, and like the workmen is furniflied 
with charcoal and grain at half price. Iron is extracted from the drofs the fame as at 
Suderfors, and as well as at Suderfors they here make bricks of it for building. Their 
grain is dried by a flue, through which the fumes from the furnace are conducted beneath 
fiieets imperceptibly bored and inclined the fame as the roof of a lioufe ; flues for this 
purpofe proceed from the two furnaces belonging to the hammer on the fide. There 
are two chambers of this defcription, each of which dries twenty tons every Iwenty-iour 
hours. They are a ^contrivance of Mr. Veftrceun, and have been very generally 
adopted. 

From CEu derby to Bru is half a mile, (it will be neceflary to pre-advife one of the 
clerks belonging to the forge of the nine at which you wifli to depart, as there are no 
horfes at CEuflerby.) To Hokanjlo one mile and a half. This poft-houCe is fome dif* 
tance out of the great road, on the right; at a quarter of the diftance of this la It flag e, 
there is another road to the right which leads to Forfmarck, a fimilar difiance. To 
Loeufta three quarters of a mile ; from the inftant of leaving the road to Forlmarck 
you have nothing but foreft, and will decide which of thefe two forges you will vifit 
firfi, according to your courfe afterwards being either northward to Gefie, or fouthward 
on return to Stockholm, or to regain the high road to Finland. 

Lmijta* The inn is at the extremity of a long fireet planted with trees; on one fide 
are the houfes of the work people and perfons employed, on the other, of the depend¬ 
ants on the caflle, which is of one Aory and pretty enough, but not equally fo, in our 
efleem, with that of CEuflerby ; as you enter the court on the right hand you find two 
final! apartments; upon the gardens are five apartments in fucceffion, among which are 
the laloon and dining-room ; the furniture is of a common defcription ; there are fome 
family pictures; and paintings of Italian monuments. A Cleopatra in tapeftry, much ex¬ 
tolled, which had no charms for us, and which is Valuable but on account of the perfon 
from whom it was received by the poffeffor, Among the portraits, that of Charles de 
Geer is diftinguifhable ; the firfl who came from Holland to Sweden in 1652. He 
was proprietor of the eflates of Fhifpongs , Lmfta , Gimo^ CEuflerby , Godegord , and 
SkUberg. On the firfl (lory are fome very plain apartments. The gardens are hand- 
fome, particularly when confidered they are north of 6o° of lat. The library is with¬ 
out the caflle ; it does not contain more than feven thoufand volumes, among which 
nothing peculiarly valuable, except a folio volume of infects and birds, extremely well 
painted in colours. It is a defcription of the cabinet presented by Charles de Geer, 
Marfhat of the Court, to the academy of fciences, where it (fill is under the direction 
of M. Sparrmam A manufcript of memoirs to ferve to give light to the hi (lory of the 
age in which he lived, written by Charles de Geer, with a number of drawings by 
himfeif, alfo a very beautiful work. Round the caflle are feveral pavillions ferving for 
{tables for fixty-four horfes, kitchens, and other offices. A volery, two hot houfes 
containing orange-trees, aloes, coffee-trees, &c* A magazin of fowling-pieces, contain¬ 
ing at leaft a hundred, with a number of piflols, feveral Runic (licks, and Lapland fur¬ 
niture. In a very fmall apartment is a cabinet of natural hiflory. 

The forge is very confiderable, it employs four hammers, each of which capable of 
working fifty khippunds weekly, when in full play ; in the whole they turn out from 
eight to nine thoufand fchippunds at the mofh The pigs are run in ether forges in the 
neighbourhood belonging tikewife to the Baron de Geer. This is done for the fake of 
faving charcoal which is rare at Lceufta, Nothing is made here but bars ; their manner 
of working, the Walloon. The hammers are at a ft and from eight in the morning 0 f 
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Saturday until Sunday at midnight. Gram is dried here m the fame manner as at 
CEufterbv. This village alfo like that forms a colony of itfelf. 

In cafe of Hopping but for a few hours at Lceufta, the traveller will do well to retain 
the horfes he brings with him, to take him to the firft poft town, feeing there are none 
at Lceufta and that he will otherwife have to wait. From Lceufta to Reibifo three 
quarters of a mile; thence to Forfmarck one mile and a quarter ; although the real 
diftance be altogether no more than feven quarters, it is yet the culfoni, upon what ac¬ 
count is not known, to exact a quarter of a mile more. On the firft ftage the road be-. 
gins to be very narrow, and you pafs through nothing but forefts. There is accom- 
"mod at ion for the traveller at the inn at Forfmarck, where he may lodge. 

Forfmarck. The manfion-houfe at Forfmarck has a more impofrag appearance man 
either of the two preceding; it is two ilories high; eleven windows by fix ; a hand- 
fome court and agreeable gardens, which are the more linking from the witdneisot 
the road to Forfmarck, from which nothing is to be feen but rocks and woods. i»e 
iron is not run into pigs here on account of the fcarcityof charcoal; the eftablilhment 
has two hammers, and forges about three thoufand fchippunds. The ore comes from 
Dannemora; the pig iron from the neighbouring forges and from one in Finland, be¬ 
longing to Mr. Uggla. There is here a very fmalt furnace of the fame lhape as thole 
in which the pigs are run ; the drolls is founded here which falls from the pigs when 
under the hammer ; when in train there are eight meltings per week, each yielding 
from three to four lifpunds of iron. The Walloon method is followed here, where 
there ftill remains a number of Walloons. All trades requifite to a colony are followed 
here as well as at the other forges, there is likewife a fchool for children. The work 
at the forges finifhes on Saturday at night, and is refumed on Sunday night. They have 
here a machine for drying grain fimilar to thofe at CEofterby and Lceufta : the ware- 
houfes are handfome and well built. The eflate of Forfmarck was fold by Mr. Jen¬ 
nings to Mr. Uggla twelve years ago, for 100,000 rix dollars, it is now worth up¬ 
wards of 200,000, The mother of Guftavus Adolphus is faid to have dwelt hcre- 
Johannefors is three-eighths of a mile diftant, where there is a fniall hammer for Heel- 
works and one for nails j here alfo axles are made and fprings for carriages* * or 

wheels is made at Forfmarck. To make the fteel they ufe Engiifli coal which coirs one 
rix-dollar the ton. Here it is that the ore which Mr. Uggla fends to Finland to be 
melted is embarked on a canal, and the pig iron returned thence is unloaded; it is 
very near the fea, which here forms a fmall bay and looks mofl like a lake. 1 here are 
here faw and corn-mills, over the corn-mills is a fmall beluidere , whence the fea is dif- 
covered, and where the vifitor inferibes his name in a regifter kept for the purpofe. 

From Forfmarck to Nsrrjkdhka is one mile and a quarter (really one and a half,) 
■near the firft mile poft there is a road to the left which leads to OEuregrund, a fmall 
town and fea port. To Market is one mile farther, the road fandv, the count] y well 
wooded ; on the left is diftinguifhed the little town of Ofthammer, and fhortly after 
by the fide of a church you leave the road to Upfal on the left. Before you arrive at 
the poft-houfe you keep for fome fhort diftance along the banks of a lake, io Sanda 
one mile and a half, nothing but woods and fand, and rocks. Half a mile from this 
place by the fide of the church is a monument erefled by Baron Oxenftiem, in memory 
of his wife, who died in 1786, it confifts.of a fmall iron column furmounted by an 
urn with an infeription; beyond is the village compofed ot one ftreet, with the houfes 
built only on one fide; it is fmall but very well built; on the left you diftinguilh the 
feat of Baron Oxenftiem, in a charming lcite near the fea; this eftate, called Hargs, 
. vol. vi. 4 b 
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has a confulerable forge which employs two hammers. To Hnrmaby^ one mile and a 
half* lands and woods and rocks, To Trofta , one and a half mile; at the beginning 
of this ftageyou meet the road from Stockholm to Griflebarn, and at length enter a 
more direii road: this flage is a bad one, has a number of rifings and ddcents in it, 
and affords profpe£ts of nothing but faods and woods and rocks. To Grifkham three 
quarters of a mile ; upon leaving the poftriioufe you crufs a very narrow arm of the 
fea which ftretches deep in lhore 5 in a boat (the charge exceedingly final],) Griflehani 
is badly placed on the map of the roads, it ought to be more towards the north. 

Here it is that pafl'engers embark for the ifland of Aland; the boj&tmen employed for 
the occafion are regiftered marines; but as they live at their own homes, frequently at 
great diftances from the fhore, you have to fend before to give them feveral hours no¬ 
tice unlefs you prefer waiting. On embarkation you pay a duty of four fell tilings each 
perfon. The paffage over to Ekereu, in the ifland of Aland, is laid to be feven miles, 
for our part we do not think it fix: we were five hours within ten minutes in croiling: - we 
have been affured that the paffage has been made in two hours, hut fuch an event muft be* 
very uncommon; the boats have no decks; if a fmall boat be taken the charges two rix-dek 
lars, if a larger, three, (we advife the latter-) In the winter time, that is to fay from Odober 
14, to April 14, the charge is double. Half a rix-dolfar is given to the men to drink. 
Provided you embark with the courier on Wednefday or Saturday morning, you crofs 
for a trifle ; the ftipulated fare being hung up in the potUhoufe you cannot be miftaken 
as to what you have to pay* The worit periods to pafs are the beginning of autumn and 
fpring, but particularly the latter. The ifland of Aland as well as thofe before met with, 
are dependencies of the government of Finland, In thele Fadenhielm notes are current 
(fo called from the perfon by whom they are figned) ; thefe notes were iffued during 
the war of 1788; they are current in Finland alone, where they are obligatory ; there 
was a difeount upon them when exchanged againtt thole of Rikfem^ of from twelve to 
thirteen percent, and confequently a lofs of twenty-five per cent, or thereabouts, when 
exchangedagainft bank notes: but, as is juft, thefe notes are received by the collectors 
of the taxes, and are confequently ufed by the Fins for payment of their imports. It 
has been in contemplation to annihilate them entirely, an object much to be 
defired *. 

From Ekereu to Marby is feven eighths of a mile. Here you leave your horfes and 
crofs an arm of the fea in an oared boat; the fea here is about a quarter of a mile 
over; provided you take with you a very light carriage fuch as are generally ufed in 
the country the wheels are not taken oil", if not it will be necelTary to take them oft", and 
even to have two boats fhould it be heavy and carry much luggage; you are from twenty 
to twenty-five minutes in croflmg, If on foot, on horfeback, or with a light carriage, 
you pay three dollars ; four for a carriage with four wheels, and eight for two boats. 
The little ifland of Ekereu is very fandy ; has a quantity of foreft and rocky ground, 
feme few corn-fields, and appeared to us tolerably well peopled. The ifland of Aland, 
upon which we landed is about three miles in breadth, from cart to weft, and fomewbat 
more in length. It is pretty well peopled although it has no towns; is very woody, has 
abundance of rock, but lefs fand than the preceding. In it blocks of red granite, 
are feen on every fide ; it is indented by many arms of the fea which form numerous 
gulphs, and mult neceflarily render a diredl communication difficult at certain feafons of 

* In 17 93* the Regent ordered them tobepaiiL Count M* liad iffued a number of forged ones; but 
his property was fe^utftrued for the payment of them, Uhnfclf degraded from his vank^and banifhed the 
kingdom. 
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tlie year. Landing on the illand of Aland you find the poft-houfe of Frebenbyt thence 
to Enkarby is one mile and a quarter; to tiaraldby one and a quarter; altnoft towards 
the end of this ftage you crofs a fmall arm of the fea in a flat boat, the charge is one 
fchilling per each horfe, the carriage is not difmounted. To Bomarfand three eighths 
of a mile; at the firft eighth after palling a wooden bridge you diftinguifh on the right 
the ruinated cattle of Cajlelholm , in which the unfortunate Eric XIV. was confined in 
1751. By the fide of it is a fmall building which fervesas a prifon. At Bomarfund 
you embark for Finland ; if the wind be good it will be advifeable to take boat direct 
for Abo, thus avoiding the inconvenience and lofs of time arilmg from repeated em¬ 
barkations and difembarkations. In this cafe, as you travel through the village of Finby, 
half a mile before you reach Bomarfand, you mutt treat with a boat matter in order not 
to have to wait: a boat to Abo cofts five, or at moft fix rix-dollars; thediftance nearly 
fixteen miles and a half. We crolfed in fifteen hours, and had not the wind changed 
towards the latter part of our courfe, lhould have completed the pafi'age in lefs than 
eleven, as we had already got fourteen miles on our way in eight hours: with the ex¬ 
ception of the pallage called Dci'ct nearly three miles broad, you are conftantly fur- 
rounded by illands, and at hand to take refuge in cafe of contrary winds. Of thefe 
iilands, fome are nothing but rocks, others are covered with wood and inhabited. 
Some are more than a league and a half in breadth,, fuch as Varda, Kumlinge, and feveral 
others as you approach the coatt of Finland. This inceffantly varying feene affords a 
Angular profpect, before you reach Abo, you perceive the little town of NodendahL 
If the traveller prefer following the cuftomary road he may confuir the book of poft 
roads; he will however do much better in talcing our advice, fo faving both money 
and time. 

Abo , the capital of Finland, is fituated on a fmall river about half a mile from the 
fea; it has a number of ftone houfes, and contains ten thoufand inhabitants. It is 
imagined that the latt war may poflibly have fomewhat diminiflied this number. At 
the entrance of the channel or river of Abo, on the left, is the old cattle in which the 
unfortunate Eric XIV. was for fome time imprifoned, as well as John III. in 1563. In 
1791, this cattle was repaired for quarters for troops; a plan was refolved upon for 
ettabtifliing there a third flotilla compofed of a dozen of bomb ketches and about three 
fcore gun-boats. They are to be under Ihelter; when the cattle is fmilhed it will afford 
quarters for one hundred and eighty marines. 

The cathedral is a tolerably large building of great antiquity: it contains the monu¬ 
ments of a number of noble families buried there ; that among others of Catharine 
Manfdotter, Queen of Sweden, married to Eric XlV. who died in Finland in 1612. 
In the fame chapel that of Count de Tott her fon-in-Iaw, and her daughter Sigrida. 
The organ is the prefent of a citizen of Abo, who thought he had a right to tranfmithis 
lilcenefs to pofterity, and for that purpofe caufed himfelf to be painted at length in the 
middle of the front. 

The univerfity was founded in 1640, during the minority of Chriftina: it contained 
in 1791 three hundred and fifty ftudents : it is regulated in the fame manner as the 
univerfity at Upfal. The library contains ten thoufand volumes; its revenue is no more 
than 120 rix-dollars; it was founded by Count Brahe at the fame time as the univer¬ 
fity ’• this library contains nothing particularly curious; we were fiiewn a manufeript 
in folio oi one thoufand three hundred and forty-one pages, entitled, Minutes of a 
commifjion nominated in 1676, and of the fentente pronounced on certain malefactors and 
magicians , written in the Swedijh language by Andrew Bagman, the Notary of the faid 
Cmmijfwn: it wants fome leaves at the beginning. Miff ale. Abenfe^ Lubeck* 1588, 
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-with wooden cuts5 only two copies are in exigence; the other is in the library at Up- 
fal, and Is not complete. Dialogiu creaiurarum moralizatus* The hiftory of the library 
has been written by Henry Gabriel Porthun, profefibr of Rhetoric* 

Chap* XXIII .—From Abo to Peterjburg by Helfingfors^ Frederkjhamm , mid Wyhurg, 

FROM Abo to Pikie 9 commons, heaths, feme hills, and fome meadows, but of no 
great extent. To Vijla the fame country, a number of windmills. To Handelm , an. 
interfered country, Tandy roads, afeents and defc exits frequent, woods, Thepoft-houfe 
is on the left, on an eminence out of the high road. To Hakejlaro no change of fcene r 
many hills, the defeent of fome of which bad. j Hafla, the firft mile fends, woods, and' 
rocks, agents and defeents in very quick fucceffion, the reft of the road not fo bad, pre- 
fents fome valleys and meadows* To Swandby, (on this ftage you pay for a quarter of 
a mile more than the real diftance,) fands, rocks, and hills; a quantity of foreft both 
before and after you pafs a bridge : in the middle of the ftage you meet with two roads 
which are the feme; houfes extremely rare* To Biorfby, fands, rocks, woods, the 
road hilly : at about three quarters of a mile on this ftage you leave to the right a road 
leading to a newly conftruded fort, and take that through the wood* To Miollbolftadt 
the fame fort of road, many profpects of the fea, and of a feat on the right belonging to 
Mr. Aminofl ; the road by the fide of a river on which are feveral hammers for iron ; 
the banks of it are well peopled, at length you crofs it, and after palling the bridge leave 
the road to Ekences on the right. To Kockis, fands and almoft uninterrupted forefts f 
this flage is exceedingly rugged: the poft-houfe is on the right out of the high road* 
To Boljladt the road better, the country well peopled, and cultivated; the poft-houfe 
away from the road. To Quis> a far lefs agreeable ftage, frequently ftony, woody, and 
full of hillocks. To Bombmule , hills, fands, the country well populated and in good 
cultivation. To Helfingfors 9 fends and mountains. Provided the traveller be not in¬ 
clined to go to Helfingfors, which is to the right out of the great road, he will proceed 
from Bomboeule to Hackiboeuie, At almoft all the poft houfes from Abo there are 
accommodations for fleeping, either good or bad : at Helfingfors there are a number of 
inns, the beft is kept by a German. 

Helfingfors . Not with Handing this be the refidence of the Commander in chief of 
Finland % it is a town 1110ft horridly paved, and contains no more than a thoufend in¬ 
habitants; we may with perfect truth affirm that we few as many cows in the ftreets as 
paffengers; but for the fortrefs of Sweabourg it is totally unworthy of being vifited ; this 
fortrefs is more than half a mile from the ffiore, and is defervkig the minute attention of 
the curious traveller. For this purpofe an order from the minifter or the Governor of 
Finland is indifpenfibly neceffery. 

On one fide of the town is a magazine for the field artillery, which is to confift of 
one hundred and twenty pieces of cannon, many of which are now calling, and eight 
thoufand mufquets. 1 here are other magazines in Finland* The officer who conducted 
us, informed us that there were nearly four hundred pieces of cannon employed in the 
laft war, which, when to one acquainted with the roads and the country, mu ft appear 
extraordinary indeed. Twenty-ibur horfes are required for a twenty-four-pounder, fix 
for a fix-pounder, and for cannon of other dirnenfions in proportion. 

* \ he houfe occupied in 1791 by General Klinfporre, is the very Tame in which the lodge of Free Ma- 
Cons was held of which we fpoke iu our account 0! the confpiracy againlt Guftavua III.; at that period It 
was inhabited by General 3 ?oSe* 
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Sweabourg. This fortrefs is compofed of feven fmall i (lands or rather rocks, three 
of which are joined to each other by bridges. It requires half an hour to pafs from 
Helfingfors over to the principal ifland (Guftafholm), on which the governor’s houfe 
is fituated. No communication between the fortrefs and the town is practicable during 
the prevalence of a flrong fouth-well wind. The conftruction of this place was begun 
in 1748, and although it be not yet complete, it is in a perfectly defenfible condition, 
but would for that purpofe require a garrifon of fix thoufand men. The garrifon in 
July 1791, confided of three battalions of infantry (levies), and two of marines, making 
together two thoufand men. There was befides a company of artillery, but that was 
in another ifland, where alfo is the arfenal, and magazine for the land forces only. On 
coming from Helfingfors, you leave this ifland on the left. Independent of the garri- 
fon, there are other inhabitants, which, with the wives and children of the foldiers, may 
make the whole population amount to four thoufand. It has neither fpring nor well, 
but an immenfe refervoir for preferving rain water. The buildings are extenfive and 
well finiflied ; cafemates are fafhioned for five or fix thoufand men, with feveral powder 
magazines, three of which alone are built of brick. (The powder cods His Majefty 
10 rix-dollars the quintal.) There is a complete daft' here, and all defcriptions of 
workmen requifite to a colony. There are befides common prifons in the citadel. The 
harbour is excellent, being capable of containing fixty fail of the line: large veffels can¬ 
not enter but by an extremely narrow channel, commanded by the guns of the fortrefs j 
we faw, exclufive of mortars, one hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, which point upon 
this paffage,and nearly a thoufand pieces altogether, including the land batteries in the 
different forts. Many of the works are cut out of the rock. A very handfome dock 
is now making, which when finiffied, will be able to hold fifteen veffels under cover, 
twelve of which for the fake of preservation, and three at the extremity of the dock for 
repairs, between two fluices. This dock is three hundred and feventy-two Swedilh feet 
in length, by one hundred and fifty in breadth. Another new one is conftruft- 
ing, which will foon be finiflied, and be capable of containing the largeft (hips of the 
line 

This is the firft ftation of the flotilla. Here are xebecs, frigates, praams, floating 
batteries, gun boats and yawls in dry dock under cover, but no galleys. The number 
of tliefe vcft’els is very confiderable, many of them frigates of thirty-fix guns, and fhips 
called T&urma, which carry twenty-four thirty-fix pounders, and are the more tremen¬ 
dous, from their ports being no more than four feet from the water. Tliefe contri¬ 
buted greatly towards the victory obtained at Svenkfund. We faw fome veffels, which 
looked like xebecs, carrying ten guns placed in the middle, and which can be turned 
in any dire&ion. On board the galleys the fupply is one hundred broadfides, the fame 
for the yawls and gun boats; thefe latter carry from fixty to fixty-four men, in which 
cafe fifty foldiers, eight failors, and fix gunners. The complement of the yawls is 
eighteen men, commanded by a petty officer; they carry one gun of from eighteen to 
twenty-four pounds, fixed in fuch a manner, that the boat recoils upon its being fired 
and not the piece itfelf; in front is a fort of projection, with a platform, from which the 
gun is loaded, after which the man re-enters the boat. A divifion is generally com¬ 
pofed of ten gun boats and fix yawls, fometimes more. Colonel Kiercher, commandant 
at Sweabourg, (of whofe civilities we cannot fpetvk too highly,) lias contrived a kind of 
bomb ketch, which has not yet been put in fervice. It confifls of a very large veffel, 
the mart of which is made to lower at pleafure ; the mortar is ftationed near the main- 
maft, in the middle of the veffel; it is couched on a frame of flrong planks, under 
which is a heap of birch bark of great depth, for the purpofe of dirainifhmg, by the 
elafticity of the bark, the violence of the recoil. The mortar is calculated to throw a 
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bomb of eighty-eight pounds, befides at the fame time one of forty pounds *. RI. de 
Kiprcher is employed on the map of Finland. 

Dill rib uted among the three Uations of the fleet at Sweabourg, Stockholm, and Abo, 
there are one hundred and thirty-three gun boats, fixty-three yawls, forty galleys and 
deini-galleys, about forty fquare built fhips, fuch as frigates, xebecs, cutters, &c. At 
Landfcrona, a fourth ftation is to be formed, on the plan of that of Abo. For man¬ 
ning this fleet there are one thoufand two hundred and feventy-five men regiftered, that 
is to fay, eight hundred and twenty-five in Finland, and four hundred and fifty in-Swe¬ 
den r the eight hundred and twenty-five are divided into fourteen companies, two of 
which, of one hundred men each, for the two colonels at Sweabourg and Abo; three 
of feventy-five, for the lieutenant-colonel and the two majors at Sweabourg; and eight 
of fifty, commanded by captains. The four hundred and fifty in Sweden form feven 
companies, four of which of feventy-five men each, and three of fifty. The companies 
remain the fame in time cf war : they are engaged for fix years, receive 5 plottes pet- 
month, and two pounds of bread per diem. Every three years they have furniflied 
them a jacket", wailtcoat, and three pair of breeches of blue cloth, which coils 36 fchil- 
lings an ell; two coats and two pair of breeches of coarfe grey doth f . and two waift- 
coats of coarfe unbleached cloth f; three pair of long pantaloons, and three aprons of 
fail-cloth, which coil from 5 to 8 fchillings per ell; three pair of fltoes, (1 rix dollar 
eight fchillings,) and three pair of foies; four fliirts and four pair of woollen [lockings 
(one with another from 16 to 20 [killings); two pair of long rolled up hofe, which 
cover the thigh; two pair of leathern overalls; a hat (untrimmed 32 (killings, with 
the band and hoop, &c. 24—1 rix-dollar 8 fchillings); and a hair Hiffener for the 
neck (16 fchillings). The cloak is given only once in nine years, the knapfack once 
in fix years, and the mufket and bayonet the fame [6 rix-dollars). 

At Sweabourg we faw fome fix-pounders, which had as many as forty calibers. Ex¬ 
periments have been made of cannon to move on a pivot, but without iuccefs. We 
had fome Ruffian pieces fhewn us almofl as long as cannon, the mouths of which were 
ten inches in diameter, and from which they fire thirty three-pounders at a time; they 
will carry from five to fix hundred fathoms; the Ruffians place two of them on the 
poop of their Ships. 

There is an eighth ifland, perfectly contiguous to that in which the fortrefs is fitu- 
ated, whence, in cafe of the enemy getting a ftation, it might be fuccefsfully attacked. 
It is in contemplation to fortify it, which is highly neceffary, for it would be an ealy 
matter to bombard thence, under cover of the rocks, not only the fort re is but the flo¬ 
tilla in the harbour alfo. If the engagement of the gth of July had had a different re- 
fult, it was intended that Sweabourg fhould have been attacked, and from this ifland 
was it they meant it fhould be bombarded. The Ruffians are in pofleffion of very ex a ft 
plans of this fortrefs, given them by the traitor Springporten J. 

The principal court of the fortrefs is regular and handfome : at the bottom is the 
governor’s-houfe, well furniflied, nay much better than could be looked for on a rock 
in the middle of the fea. In the court is a tomb elevated fome few fteps; it is that of 
Mr. Ehrenfvard, the governor of the place, who formed the plan of the fortrefs. In 

m At the map and chart office at Stockholm* fume very handfome charts of the Baltic and the Gnlph 
of Finland, by Vice-Admiral Nordenaoker, may be procured* There were feven publlfhed m 1791, which 
number is to be made up ten : they are reported to be minutely corrtdj and coll but 24 ikiUin^a each. 
There are alfo three charts of lake We tier* 

■f Of hemp or flax* 

} We have been affined even at Petersburg that the Ruffians had friends in the fortrefs, upon whom 
they could depend ; but this we are unwilling to believe. 
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the governor’s houfe, which formerly was the hofpital, he is painted extremely well in 
crayons^ on doth. The picture of him was taken by Mr. Sjoeuftiemal, a Swcdilh of¬ 
ficer, wounded at the battle of Hogland ; this officer ferved in France during the Ame¬ 
rican war, (At that time we had nearly fifty in our navy; twenty-eight of whom re¬ 
turned to their own .country, all of them remunerated with the Order of Merit-) 
This fortrefs, of the greateft confequence, deferves the full attention of the traveller* 
From Helfingfors to Hackfboeuk? the road&are rolerably good, few mountains, fome 
fimds* On leaving the town, you crois two fmall arms of the fea over bridges. At the 
middle of the ftage you leave on the left the great road, quitted on the way to Helfing- 
fbrs. This fame road leads to Tavaftehus, and into theSavolax. On the left you difeerp, 
a large plain ; frequently rocks and fome woods; At Sibbo, a rolerably handfome poft- 
houfe, an abundance of wood; the country con ft ant ly full of rocks, but pretty well 
cultivated; fame few funds* Half a mile from the pofldioufe, on the right hand, on 
the road, is a (mall glais-houfc; it employs but five hands, and has but one furnace 
with five openings; the firft earth is brought from Stralfund, and cods 12 fchiltings 
per nine pounds Swtdiffi weight: here glaifes* of all deferiptions are made, and plate 
glafs; thefargeft plates are forty-fix French inches by twenty-four to twenty-five. We 
did not confider them of very good colour* This gkifs-houfe is called Marimdahl : 
there are three others in Finland, one at Biorneborg, one at Uleaborg, and the third 
atTavaftehus ; the laft is the mod confiderable. Thepoft-houfe at Sibbo is on the left 
out of the road ; here you may fleep*—Td Vvkqfkiy fome fhort but very rapid afeents, 
woods, and rocks. On leaving the poft-houfe, you pad a road on the left, which leads- 
to St* Michael- The poft-houfe of Vokcfki is on the left, out of the road. Before 
you reach it, you crofs a bridge over a imall river.—To Borgo^ the read hilly, the 
country- covered with wood- At the entrance of Borgo, you crofs the river over a 
bridge. This town is very badly paved, and very dirty- Here it was that, for the 
firft time, we were afked for our paffport, the judge of its value an innkeeper* At 
Louifa, upon our leaving the town, it was enquired for again.—To //£/, this ftage is 
jimilar to the two preceding.—To Perm * the road ftill very mountainous; rocks and 
foreft on either fide. Between Farhi and Perm is a very high caufeway, in a wood,* 
between two precipices: in cafe of travelling this way by night, the greateft care will 
be requifite-—To Forfby\ here is a furnace and two hammers-—'To Louifa ; on this 
ftage you difeern blocks of granite on each fide throughout the whole diftance, 

hotpfa has no gates; it is a frightful town, fituated in a fmall fpaee between the 
mountains and the fea ; its garrifen confided of one battalion of infantry, of the regi¬ 
ment of Stakelberg, and one company of artillery.* The bell thing about the town is, 
it is not paved ; you conftquently may traverfe it without being jolted to death : there 
is a little fort a mile out at fea ; it is not of great confequence, yet fhoutd we have vifited 
it but for the incivility of General Stakelberg, governor of Louifa, to whom we not- 
withftanding carried a letter of recommendation : fortunately the only inftance of rude- 
nefs we noticed in Sweden from perfons in office was at our leaving the kingdom.—To- 
Tesjgu ; a fimilar ftage to the preceding one, rocks, woods, and blocks of granite.—To 
PyUis ; at half a mile on this ftage is the Sw r edilh cuftom-houfe ; afterwards a corps de 
garde^ confiding of an officer and thirty men, who are relieved every four months : 
here you (hew your paiTport; beyond is a bridge over an arm of the Kymen, and a 
fittie farther a poft on the left, which indicates you are fifty werfts from Fredericfbamm*♦ 
This is the boundary of the tw ? o dates. A little before you come hither is a final! paf- 
fage over a rock, very fliort, it is true, but very bad. Before the end of the ftage, at 
the extremity of abridge, is a chcvam de frize ; there is the Ruffian cuftom-houfe: ypu 
yet fhew your Swediih paffport; by giving a 12 drilling note you avoid being rummaged, 
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provided your luggage be not very eonfiderable ; in cafe, however, of appealing loaded, 
the examination is fotnetimes rigorous; the road refembles that of the preceding 
ftage. 

The diftances hence are raeafured by werfts \ the charge is two kopecs per horfe per 
werft; the werfts are marked on pods, defending the diftance paffed and that to go; 
you pay before hand, and need give nothing to the poftillion. Provided you choofe to 
be thus liberal, give what you mean to the man himfelf, and not the under officer of 
the poft-houfe in reckoning with him, for in fuch cafe the paftillion would get nothing, 
A piece of 5 kopees perfectly contents him. To Sutiola^ in the middle of the ft age, is 
a wretched wooden bridge, and two others towards the end. To Fredericjh&fiim ; at 
the fourth werft is a bridge over the Kymen, where is a fine cafcade, which is worth 
flopping to fee. The molt favourable profpect of it is from the road itfelf, about two 
or three hundred paces beyond the bridge. The two laft ft ages are extremely fatiguing; 
the road crooked, almoft continually over rocks, with many alcents and defeents ; woods 
and blocks of granite on each fide the road After leaving Suttoia we palled through 
two regiments encamped. The Prince of Naffau inhabited a houfe nearly upon the 
high road. Part of the fleet was at Svenkfund, for the protection of the works begun 
there, 

Frederifhamm , a fmall qnpaved town, regular enough, but thinly peopled ; its forti¬ 
fications towards the land are very infignificanr, nor has it any thing whatever deferring 
notice : you will lodge at the Swediffi widows, but mutt bargain before hand, or exped 
to be handfomely fleeced. Your pafiport will be required as well on entering as leaving 
the town; and here you may begin to fhew, in lieu of the Swedifli paffport, that with 
which you are provided from the Ruffian minifter in Stockholm. 

From Fredericfhamm to Wyburg is one hundred and ten werfts*—To Kokena 7 rocky 
and woody.—To Peferhxj Hurpolava , Witajok 7 Serviok, roads of the fame defeription, 
except on the laft ftage, which is fandy and bad*—To Wyburg, bad enough : in order 
■to avoid a number of gulphs,you are obliged to make a long circuit to reach Wyburg: 
a little before you arrive thither, you pafs two arms of the fea, over two long and ex¬ 
ceedingly tirefonie bridges ; they are made of trunks of trees, both round and fquare, 
ranged alongfide of each other without any nicety : very near the city you crofs a 
third bridge, afterwards an exceedingly long jetty, which terminates the third en~ 
clofure. 

Wybourgy the capital of the government which comprehends all that part of Finland 
belonging to Ruffia, was burnt in 1793. There were then a number of brick houfes 
whitened over: trade is fomewhat brifk, a number of deals being Shipped hence; its 
fortifications are in a good (fate; by afking permiilion of the governor, you may be per¬ 
mitted to vifit them with an officer: there is here conllantly a very relpedable garrifom 
We were fubjeft to much formality before we reached our inn: our paffport was en¬ 
quired for as well on our entrance as our departure. 

From Wyburg to Peterfburg is one hundred and forty werfts.—To Kamarie few af- 
eents, but only rocks, and the roads made by trees laid acrofs.—To Rofmja much fand: 
the road appears not to be finifhed; atmoft all the werfts on this road have been taken 
away,—To Pampola a very ftony road ; at five werfts is a village, after palling through 

* We noticed that the blocks of granite in Finland were much lefshard and more friable than thofe in 
the interior of Sweden ; anting, according to feveral naturalifts, from there being two different deferiptions 
of granite. May it not likewife proceed from the fhores of the Baltic having been left by the water at a 
later period than the interior, whence the blocks have neceifarily become more hard and more perfectly 
formed? An opinion adopted by a number of Swedifti authors, who af&rm that the Baltic dmunifceam 
heigh: forty-five inches nearly in every century. 

which 
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which you have for fome time a very w pleafmg view of a lake.—To Lindova the fame 
bad road*—To Bellojirova the fame or worfe ; in this ft age you pafs the little river 
Se/ira over a bridge* on the fide of which is a poft, which indicates the commencement 
of the government of Peterfhurg, The pofl-mafler at Bieloipftrow obliged us to take 
an additional horfe, without giving us any reafon wherefore* but that it was his will. 
The pofhhoufe is on the right, out of the high road, and is by much the neateft of ail 
upon the road.—-To Draiimnufajki the road very bad and out of repair, full of holes, 
roots, and trunks of trees ; fo that you are obliged to go flow for werfts together, un- 
lefs you would rifk your carriage being broke to pieces.—To Peterfburg the road not 
fo bad, yet far from good ; this whole ft age is paid double. 

After parting Wyburg the country is much better cultivated than that which is ira- 
verfed to reach it. Between Fredericfham and Wyburg you meet with a number of 
redoubts,conftru&ed during the laft war; from before you reach Borgo, you pafs over 
a part of the theatre of the war. The country is but little wafted, much lefs in Ruffia 
than in Sweden, owing to the different manner in which the two nations make war. 
Soon as you enter Ruffian Finland you perceive a vifible change; the country is lefs 
peopled, worfe cultivated ; the villages become exceedingly rare, and nothing but mi¬ 
sery is feen : if Frediricfham and Wyburg be excepted, not a poft-houfeis there to be 
found which has the flighted accommodation, no bed, no furniture, and abfolutely no¬ 
thing whatever to eat; frequently even there is nothing but a ft able, which fcarcely ftiel- 
ters the horfes from the weather. In many houfes we faw nothing but a naked bed- 
ftead, the fame as that at a corps de garde, a table, and fome wretched chairs* The 
inhabitants appeared in an abfolute ftate of deftitution, thepeafants clothed in rags; in 
fuch a picture do we fee the effeds of a government fo different to that of Sweden. 
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From HeIJinburg to Car If croon* 


Stages. Swedifh miles. Stages. Swedifh miles. 


From Helfinburg to 

Aftorp, 

11 


Brought forward. 


To Obu, 


ii 


r To Norye, 


Blekmufa, 

- 

11 

8 

Cariihamm, a city. 

2 

Tyringuen, 

“ 

2 

bO 

S 1 

Hogbu, 

2 

Vceninguen, 


H 

3 1 

Runneby, 

ii 

Vanberga, 

- 


m 

Skilinguen, 

H 

Chriitianftadt, a 

city. 

if 


Carlfcroon, a city, 


Felkinguen, 

m 

1 



»■ ■ 

Gceudderid, 

m 

H 



HI 

Carried forward. 

13I 
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Route 








Skaraborg. Weftrogothia. Smaland. Smaland, Blekingen. 
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Stages, 
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Route from CarJfcroon to Gotlenburg. 


{ 


To Skilinguen, 
Rurmeby, 
Skiceurgen, 
Diuramola, 
Quarnamola, 

Urofa, 

Inguclftadt, 

Vixiceu *, a city, 

CEurs, 

Hceficeu, 

Torp or Nedeflet, 
Bor, 

Carried forward. 


Swedish miles. 

- \\ 

ll 

l* 

l| 


■ 1 


M 

1 

2 


Stages. 


Brought forward, 
f To Vernuino, 


"O 

J j 

rS 'S 

s 

CO 


.rt 


s V 

§0 l 

“ c 


«K 

to 


Brearud, 
Olmeftadt, 
Giflaved, 
Gronhault, 
Tofstorp, 
Svenliounga, 
Hounarud, 
Skone, 
Biceurlanda, 

Land wetter, 
Gottenburg f. 


Swcdilh miles, 

6 § 

1 

n 

1 

if 


if 

if 

if 


a city. 


2f 

If 


2 5 i 


From Gottenburg to Stockholm. 

To Kunghelf, (at the poft- 
houfe,) 

Kiufhill, - 11 

Marftrand, (by fea, a city, ? , 

at Fryber's,) - ) 4 

Kiufhill, (by fea,) 

Kunghelf, 

He, 

Beck, 

Holm, 

Salm, 

Strceum, - if 

Wenerfburg, (a city, at the 1 t 

poft-houfe,) - J *■* 


if 


■v 

7 

if 

3 

4 


Borlted, 

Greftorp, 

Tang, 

Melbu, 

Halangen, 

Embaka, 

Btceurfetter, 

Hafsletroeur, 

Hofva, 

Carried forward. 


i.U 

if 

if 

if 

if 

2 f 

if 

If 

a 

15 


Brought forward. 
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*Sh 

J 5 


a 


{ 


c 

s 

u 

Q> 

d 

c a 


n 


cn 

M-h 

O 

> 

o 

O 


15 


Bodarne, 

2* 

Werllorp, 

2 

Blackftadtd, 

2 

Mofes, 

1 

CEurebro, (a city,) 

1 

Glandfham, 

if 

Fellingfbro, 

U 

Arboga, 

n 

Kendfoeur, 

if 

Smedbu, 

if 

Lund, 

if 

Ticelftadt, 

1 

Ekefog, 

i 

Malm by. 

if 

Lagatrock, 

if 

Kuinla, 

if 

Sceurdertelje, 

if 

Fitia, 

2 

Stockholm, 

if 

43 f 


# At the poft-houfe; but as it is kept by three maflers, who each take their week, if it happen to be that 
of Mr* Grceme, care fhould fee taken not to become his dupe. 

f At the poft-houfe you will meet with indifferent accommodation j much better but dearer at the Mifs 
Mullers. ' . jr„„ 

















Upland. Geftricia. Dalecarl. Dale carl. Weft man. Weftmania. Upland. 


Stages- 

To Barkarbtij 
Tible, 

Gran, 

Tunalund, 

Vonficcu, 

Carlbu, 

Torna, 

Sahla, (a city) at the pofb 
houfe, 
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From Stockholm to Fahlun , and return by Upfal. 

Stages. 


Swedifh mike. 


i 

l 
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Swedifh miles 1 


To Grodcea, 

Sceter, a city at the poft- ? 


Brodbo, 

Vegarne, 

Afveftadt, a city, at the 
poft-houfe. 


12 

H 

1 


4i 


houfe. 


Naglarby, 

Fahlun, a city, on the 
great fquare, 




if 


Ji 

if 


35 


Return from Fahlun to Stockholm by Gefle, Suderfors. 


To Strand, - 2 

Upbo, - 1 1 

Sinedbu, - 1 

Rorihyttan, - if 

Sarftad, at the poft-houfe, 

Afen, - if 

Hogbo, - 1} 

Beck, - 1 i 

Gefle, (city) at a merchant’s ) 7 

in the church fquare, 3 T 


1 


Elfscarleby, 

Mehede, 

Suderfors, 


"O 

p 


To Yfre, 
Lobu, 
Hogfta 


*T 3 

.3 <4 
0.1 

p 


12 j 


*4 

14 


54 


2 

H 


Upfal city, (at Hodbergs) 1 1 

n 


Malma, 

OIbu, 

Haufbu, 

Rolebro, 

Stockholm* 


»4 

i -4 

if 

i 4 

2 


4 c 2 


From 














Swedifti Finland. Upland. Sudermanin. 
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From Stockholm to Upfal by Gr'tpjholm , FJkiflum , and Wejleros. 


Stages. 

To Fitia, 

Soeudertelje, (city) 
Kumla, 

Gripfliolm, 

Oker, (no inn) 

Mahnbu, 

I'kefog, 

Tiulftadt, 

Efkilftuna, (a city) at the 
poft-houfe. 

Carried forward. 


Swed 1 ft miles. 
2 


I2j 



Stagts, 

Swedilli mlL'i. 


Brought 

forward, i2| 


" To Smedbu, 

if 

eg 

Kolbeck, 

2 

Ip 

C 5 

c 

Skantzen, 

3 

■ 4 

e: 

Skultuna, 

2i 

£ 

Wefleros, 

If 

K* 

Niquarn, 

2t 

no 

f Enkoping, 

- I 

c 

Liflena, 

- I 

43 < 

Gh 

Sefva, 

H 

P ' 

{ Upfal, 

i| 

z 7 t 


1 1 ; 

^4 


From Upfal to Abo by Dcnnemora , Lcefta, Forfmarch ^ and the iflc of Aland, 

Brought forward, 

* To Ekerceu, (by fea it is not 
fix) 

Marbu, 

Fredenbu, by fea, 
Enkarbu, 

Haraidiba, 

Bomarfund, 

Abo, (by fea) near the 
great lijuare. 


To Hulby, 

Anderlbu, 

Dartnemora, 

Ofterbu, 

Bru, 

Hokanlbo, 

Loefta, 

Retnibo, 

Forfmarck, 

Norfiodicka, (it is if miles,) 
Marka, 

Sanda, 

Harmafbu, 

Irofla, - 

Griflehamm, - 


3 

4 

3 

4 

15 

1 

3 

4 

A 

4 


T 3 

C 

te 

O 


} 


16 

7 

7 

TT 

I| 

if 

It 


To Pikie 
Veda, 


Carried forward, 16 

From Abo to the frontiers of Sweden. 

Brought forward. 


Handel a, 

Hakeftaro, 

Harla, 

Svandby, 

Biorfbu, 

Miolboltladt, 

Kackis, 

Bolftadt 

Quis, 

Bomboeule, 

Helfingfors, (a city) at the 
German inn. 


Carried forward* 22J- 


1 

2 

T 3 

2 

2 

H 

2 

14 


-a 

G 

3 

£ 

<sl 

■ .-I I 

-O 

& 
oj 


r To Haelbccufe 
Sibbo, 

Vokofki, 

Borgo, (town) 
Hbu, 

For lb u, 

Perno, 

Louis, (a town) 
Jefliceu, 

Pyttis, 


16 




45 i- 


32^1 

* 4- 

n 

1 

*1 

1 
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34t 


To 
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From Abo to the frontiers of Sweden —continued. 

Stages 

Brought forward. 

To Pampola 
Lindova, 

Bello (l row, 

Dranitzuiko/ki, 

Peter/hurg, at the London 
hotel near the Admiralty, 
and alfo the Spanifh 
hotel. 


Stages. 

Wcrfts, 

Suftola, 

Frederic/b am m, at a Swediffi 
widow’s, 

22 
} 23 

Kokerta* 

16 

Pt’terlax, 

18 

Hurpolava, 

16 

Vilajokj 

r 3 

Serviok, 

27 

Wyburg, (at a Pole’s) 

20 

Kamare* 

22 

Rofvoia, 

20 

Carried forward* 

197 


1 


S 6 S 

Wcrfts* 

197 

>9 

20 

18 

16 

25 
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Obfcrvations. 

HMnburg contains at moll but one thoufand two hundred inhabitants-; in any other 
country it would be confidered merely a village : it has neither fortifications nor port: 
its jetty of ftone, but bad ; on leaving it you afeend a fieep mountain. The roads ex¬ 
cellent as far as Chriltianftadt. Before you arrive at this city you crofs the river Hel- 
gea over a number of bridges. Chriltianftadt is built pretty regularly of wood, is badly 
paved, of inconfiderable fize, but fortified; fince the revolutiofi of 1772 it has been 
famous. The King’s regiment is here in garrifon. Is celebrated for its (kin gloves. 
Between Gaeudderid and Norye you leave Scania to enter Blekingeii. Between Norye 
and Carljham is a finall but very pretty cafcade. CarHhana is a fmall town badly paved ; 
its ftreets are large and regular, its houfesof wood. In the very village itfelf ot Runneby 
there is a cafcade, and one, more confiderable, half a mile further. 

Carfcroon is a city which comprized fifteen thoufand inhabitants before the fire of 
1790: this deftroyed more than three-fourths of it. Great difpatchis uied in its re-edifi¬ 
cation : a confiderable part is founded on the rock ; the royal marine eftablilhment 
being divided from the city by a very thick wall fuffered no injury. The traveller 
fliould fee the new dock, it is an admirable work ; but we may fafely affirm, from con- 
templation of the finances of Sweden, and the little value of the undertaking, that it 
will never be completed. The port is well defended : the fortifications on the land 
fide are of 110 value ; but the nature of the pofitlon, furrounded almo/t on every fide 
by the fea, makes it difficult of approach. 

You return from Carlfcroon by the fame road you came, as far as Runneby ; half 
a mile beyond which village you take the right hand road. There is another way by 
Killerid , but it is longer and not fo pleafant. Betweeen Skioeurgue and Diuramola 
you leave Blekingen and enter Smaland, a wild and mountainous province; lakes, 
firs : the road excellent. 

At Quamamola you may bargain with the poftillions to take yon acrofs the country 
to Vexiceu. By this means you fave two ftages, and a good length of time. If you 
prefer continuing with the fame horfes, the poftillion from Urfa will take you to 
Vexioeu, without flopping at Inguelftadt. Vexiow is the capital of Smaland, and the 
only city between Carlfcroon and Gottenburg: notwithftanding the refidence of the 
Governor and Bifliop, it is but an infignificant place. It is fituated near a lake; one 

3! ftreet 
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ftreet is lined with trees, but all are not, as reported by forae travellers, no doubt from 
liearfay. 

Beyond Vexiccu, a continuation of woods and mountains. At GLurs you may take 
the road to lonkoeuping ; although fomewhat longer it is better, and goes through fome 
towns. After pafling Hoeuficeu there are a number of Hopes dangerous for a heavy 
carriage. The poll houfe at Bor is out of the high road: this is very often the cafe. 
As you leave Vernumo you pafs over a bridge, at which you pay 2 Tons per wheel ; af¬ 
terwards crofs the high road from Hclfinburg to Stockholm. On this itage nothing 
but heath and kinds. The fair of Vername is famous in the country; the flails are 
kept coninually (landing according to the ufage of the Swedes. Beyond Gronbult ex- 
tenfive forefts. As you leave Svenliourga you mu ft take the left hand road ; that on 
the right leads to Boros: little or no cultivation. The four laft ftages are die word on the 
whole road ; on the laft a fteep hill: the road is cut through the rock ; the wheels 
will frequently want locking. We travelled over the whole of this road, between the 
25th and 30th of December, on our wheels, and a very heavy and greatly loaded car¬ 
riage; but we advife no body to follow our example, as we confider it a miracle that we 
were not dallied to pieces from the fteep and winding defeents we had to go down on, 
the road and the ground being frozen. Before you reach Landwetfer you enter the 
government of Gottenburg, or Wellrogothia. 

Gottenburg. Previous to arriving at this city you pafs a cuftom-houfe; but it is 
cafy to prevail on the fearchers to vifit your luggage at the inn, where the ufual fee 
(from 20 to 24 fchiKings) will fave all trouble. It is a very handfome city, bearing 
much refemblanee to a Dutch town : it contains from fifteen to fixteen thoufand fa¬ 
milies ; and is the fecond city in the kingdom. It carries on 'a very confiderable trade; 
but few of the houfes are of brick. The Governor and Bilhop refide here. 

This is not the Ihorteft road, but that we took in order to fee Marftrand and the 
cataracts of Trolhceutta. Before you come to Xuugbe/f you pafs the caftle of Bobus , very 
ftrong from its pofition on a rock. Near it you pafs two arms of the river Goeutha, 
without unharnefling, and at a very moderate rate. Kungheif was formerly a place of 
fome confideration, of none at prefent. We left our carriage here and took a fledge, 
on account of our having to return hither. From Kiuf hill we walked over the rocks 
and {tones to the fca Chore, where we found a lonely houfe, at which our paffports were 
examined (this is an abfolute requifite upon going to, as well as on returning from 
Marftrand,) each time you give the clerk 8 fchillings. Marjlrand is remarkable only 
on account of its herring-fifliery ; it is a free port, but little frequented from its diffi¬ 
cult accefs : there is there a caftle which ferves as a prifon as well as a means of defence. 
Upon our return by the fame road to Kungheif we continued our journey : the coft of 
a boat to'take you to Marftrand, remaining there a day and bringing you back, is from 
2 to 3 rix dollars: you make your bargain beforehand at Kiuf hill. At Strom you 
leave your own carriage and take one peculiar to the country, or a (ledge, according to 
thefeafon to vifit the catarafts of Trolhceutta, exceedingly curious, and perhaps the moft 
pidurefque in nature. Wenerjburg, on lake Wener, is the largeft in Sweden : here 
it is that a fair is held for the fale of the iron brought from Vermuland, and where it is 
taxed by a commiffary of the crown ; after which it is forwarded to Gottenburg, and 
thence exported. 

Beyond Borfted you enter the province of Skaraborg. 

Between Melby and Kalangen you pafs through the final! city of Lidkceuping (over 
the great fquare) by the fide of lake Wener.—Between Bioeurfelter and Helfdrceur 
the fmall city of Mariejladt on the fame lake. Thefe two cities are not fiages. Be¬ 
yond 
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yond Hofva you enter Nericia : the cuftom-officers not ft rift. OEurebro and Arboga, 
notwith Handing they be capital towns, are nothing great: before you arrive at the lac* 
ter you enter Weftmania. This route is full of forges and mines, all the way from 
Markjiadt : near Arboga is a canal acrofs the high road. — Kongfmur. At this place, 
the extremity of lake Mceler, is the King’s ftud: nothing extraordinary. Tor/halla, a 
fmall town near Smedby : you do not change horfes here. There are here fome 
charming fmall cafcades, vihble from the bridge. 

At Kumla you enter the government of Stockholm. The whole of this road is beau¬ 
tiful, and extremely curious, provided, you turn afide occafionally, as is defcribed with 
ininutenefs in the work. Neither the fuburhs nor the neighbourhood of Stockholm 
denote a capital city ; you pafs through the fouthern fiiburbs, extremely long and tire- 
fome. The cuftom-officers were to us rather ftrift, refufing to come to examine the 
trunks at our lodgings. 

At Stockholm you mult go to fee the caflle, the arfenal, the port, the exchange, 
the opera-houfe, the nobles-houfe, the church of Ridderbohn, for which refer to the 
work. There are no good hotels at Stockholm ; the bell plan of a traveller is to 
take furnilbed lodgings: for 2 or at molt 3 rix-dollars per month he will be tolerably 
accommodated, and in a good quarter of the town. 

Half a mile before you arrive at Tible you crofs in a very convenient flat bottomed 
boat, and for a mere trifle, the river which feparates the government of Stockholm 
from that of Upfal; it is broad, and fliortly afterwards empties itfelf into a lake which 
communicates with lake Mceler. On this ftage there are many pleafing profpefts. 
As far as Gran many afcents and defcents. — Ttmland } here you meet with no more 
waggons with four wheels at the poft-houfes. Before you come to Vonfioeu you pafs 
the river which feparates Upland from Weftmania. Some parts of this road did not 
appear to us fo well attended to as ufual; but we mull obferve that when we travelled 
it thawed : it is not however any ways dangerous, or really bad, nor fhould we have 
made the remark in any other country. — Sahla t fmall city : here is a famous filver- 
mine, the works of which are admirable. 

The third ftage is rather bad j towards the middle of it you enter Dalecarlia. —* 
Afvejiad ; here you fhould make a Hop to fee the refinery of copper, and all its depend¬ 
ant operations. In its neighbourhood is the brafs manufaftory of Biurfors. Upon 
leaving Afvejiadt you pafs the Dahl on a floating bridge ; and again after leaving Gro- 
dozit in a flat bottomed boat without unharnefling, and at a very moderate rate. This is 
the largeft river in Sweden. 

Sceter, a very fmall town, has a mine of iron in its vicinity. On this ftage you pafs 
by the fide of the fmall city of Hedemora■ A powder-mill. 

At half a mile from Nag/arby you crofs the Dahl again in a flat bottomed boat with 
oars; the fare very moderate. A little afterwards on the right you difcern the road 
leading to the houfe in which Guftavus Vafa was concealed. The Iaft mile before you 
come to Fahlun is full of hills, many of which very fteep. 

Fahlun , the capital of Dalecarlia. Here is the famous copper mine with all its 
appurtenances. 

'Ihere is a ihorter road, but it is not paffable unlefs in the fummer, or with a fledge. 

On leaving Fahlun you return by the fame road j the poll houfe at Upbo is only half 
a mile from Soetes, on the other fide of the river. On the third ftage you pais the 
Dahl twice on floating bridges. On this road you fee a number of for efts and forges. 
Between Rofhytan and Sarftad you enter Geftricia. 

t6 


Gefls 
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Gefle is a fmall town, the export trade of which is confiderable; its fituation on the 
gulph of Bothnia is very advantageous. The cafcade of Elfscarleby deferves to be feen. 
It is three quarters of a mile from the pofl houfe; you mud leave your carriage on the 
high road to walk to the river. Suderfors is a conliderable anchor forge, belonging to 
Mr. Grill; the traveller will do well to give it attention, of which it is highly deferving. 
After half a mile you refume the high road which you left to vifit Suderfors. If the 
crofs road be excepted, the whole of this route is by excellent roads. Up/a/, a city of 
no great confequence, which however contains a number of objefts deferving the tra¬ 
veller’s notice. Yon mull turn out of the high road to vifit Morafteln , the done on 
which anciently the Kings of Sweden were crowned, it is a mile from Upfal. Although 
nothing in itfelf, as it will lengthen your road by no more than three quarters of a mile, 
you Ihould not inifs the opportunity of feeing this hidorical monument of the couutry. 

From Stockholm to Upfal, by Griplholm, Elkilduna, and Wefteros; on leaving 
Stockholm you pay a dollar (of copper) per horfe extraordinary. At Sccurdetelje you 
join' the great road from Helfinburg through Norkiceuping. 

The cadle of Griplholm, and the fpirit didillery, deferve to be feen. Okcn, a hand- 
fome cannon foundry. Near Okcn is the fmall town of Strengnoes, here there is no¬ 
thing to be feen. EJkUJtuna is an agreeably firuated town; curious on account of its 
number of artificers in iron in every line. At the fecond dage you crofs lake Moeler 
and enter Wedmania. You pafs by the ancient royal cadle of Stromjhobn, which pof- 
lefles nothing curious. At Skautzen you will fee the canal-of Stromlholm, a handfome 
work. Skultuna, a brafs manufactory. Weftcros, an ancient town whence a quantity of 
iron is Ihipped for lake Moeler. Enkiceuping, a fmall and ugly town. The whole of 
this road is excellent, with the exception of the two dages before Wederos, which are 
ftony atid jolting. There are a number of very inconvenient gates. 

Dannemora. Here is the riched iron mine in Sweden; it is however but little curi¬ 
ous with refpeft to its works. (EJierby has a very handfome forge, which in cafe of 
hurry will prevent the neceffity of examining the works of others, as all the branches of 
forging are carried on at this. The (Efta, a very confiderable forge : they do not run 
fows here: the gardens of Baron de Geer, conlidering their pofition, north of 60". are 
handfome. Forfmarck, a fine forge, and handfome manfion. The dage from Har* 
mnjby is not pleafant, but extremely hilly, a woody, rocky country. Provided you be 
not difpofed to flop at Griflehamm, you mud advile the failors beforehand. The fares 
are fixed for the boats according to the feafon of the year. You crofs the whole length 
of the ifland of Aland, dependant on the government of Finland ; although the ifland 
have no towns it is yet tolerably well peopled. If you wifh to take the cudomary route 
you mud confult the pod road book: if the weather be fine it will be advifable to pro¬ 
ceed dire&ly to Abo. 

Abo , the capital of Finland: this city has ten thoufand inhabitants; it contains nothing 
peculiarly intereding : the univerfity is no great matter. 

As far as Boljladt the country is much interfered by woods, rocks, fands, and heaths: 
the roads are frequently ftony and tirefome, before your each Kackis you catch here and 
there a glimpfe of the fea. At Boljladt the road begins to mend, the country to be 
better peopled, and in higher cultivation. The ftage from Outs not fo pleafant. 

Helfingfors is a wretched town, but worth turning afide to vifit on account of the for¬ 
tress of Sweaborg, a Ihon league from fliore. 

Borgo, a very fmall and very ugly town. 

Lou fa, jo ft fuch another town as the laft mentioned ; the lad in Sweden. It is not 
paved, nor has it any gates. There is a battalion in garrifon here, and fome artillery. 
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Its lituation between a mountain and the fea is very difagreeable. Thus far you meet 
with accommodations at the different ftages to lleep, either good or bad. Between Set 
fiEEu and Pyttss you leave Sweden and enter the Ruffian empire: here you have to 
fliow your paflport. The whole of Finland is ftony, and the roads in either a great or 
fmaller degree fatiguing. 

In Ruffia you reckon by werfts; the horfes are paid For at the rate of a kopees per 
werft; the poftillion makes no claim ; the charge of the ftage is paid for beforehand. 
It isabfolutely requifite you fhould take copper money with you, or expert to lofe upon 
ducats, which are the only coin you can take into Ruffia, at leaft the only one known 
by the poft-mafters. 

Fredericjhamm is a fmall town, has nothing worth notice. Wyburg is rather a pretty 
town, the capital of the government; it is tolerably well fortified, and the garrifon is 
confiderable; it is a place of great trade; your paffports are examined both on entering 
the town and leaving it. As far as Wyburg the route is through much foreft and rocky 
country ; the country is extremely wretched, and widely different from Swedifh Fin¬ 
land ; from the very borders we met with nothing but the moll diftrefsful indications 
of mifery. 

The four Jail ftages are deteftable, the roads entirely ruined; you are obliged either 
to go a foot pace, or run imminent danger. You can lleep no where but at Belloftrow; 
at all the other ftages you find abfolutely nothing: we recommend the inquifitive to 
take a view of fame of the dwellings in order themfelves to form a judgment of the 
attual condition of the country. 

The lad ftage you pay double. There is no cuftom-houfe at the entrance of Pe- 
terlburg. 
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TRAVELS IN RUSSIA: 

By Mr. COXE •. 



Chat. I. —Entrance into Rvjfia.—Limits and Account of the Province difmemheredfrom 
Poland .— Cheapnefs of the P Jl.—Journey to Smolenfko.—WJtory and Defeription of 
Smolenfo.—Divine Service in the Cathedral. —Vifit to the Biflsop.—Dinner with a 
Judge.—Journey to Elofcoiu. — Peafants.—Their Drefs, Cottages , Food, &c. 

AUGUST 20. We entered Raffia at the fmall village of Tolitzin, which in 1772 
belonged to Poland j but it is now comprifed in the portion of country ceded by the 
the late partition treaty. The province allotted to Rufiia comprifes Polifli Livonia, 
that part of the palatinate of Polotfk which lies to the call of the Duna, the palatinates 
of Vitepfk, Miciflaw, and two finall portions to the north-eaft and fouth-eaft of the pa¬ 
latinate of Minik } this traCt of Land (Polifli Livonia excepted) is fituated in White- 
Ruffia, and includes at leaft one third of Lithuania. 

The Ruffian limits of the new province are formed by the Duna, from its mouth to 
above Vitepfk; from thence by a ftraight line running direCtly fouth to the fource of 
the Drug near Tolitzin, by the Drug to its junction with the Dnieper, and laftlyby the 
Dnieper to the point where it receives the Sotz. This territory is now divided into the 
two governments of Polotfk and Mohilef; the population amounts to one million fix 
hundred thoufand fouls; its productions are chiefly grain, hemp, flax, and pafture; its 
forefts furnifh great abundance of marts, planks, alfo oak for fhip building, pitch and 
tar, which are chiefly fent down the Duna to Riga. 

At Tolitzin we were greatly aftonifhed at the cheapnefs of the port-horfes, and when 
our fervant had difeharged the firft account, which amounted to only .two copecs, or 
about a penny a verft "f for each horfe, we fliould have concluded that he had cheated 
the poft mafter, had we not been well convinced, from the general character of the 
Ruffians, that they were not likely to be duped by ftrangers. Indeed we foon after¬ 
wards difeovered, that even half of the charge, which we thought fo extremely mode¬ 
rate, might have been faved, had we obtained an order from the Ruffian embaflkdor at 
Warfaw. 

From Tolitzin, through the new government of Mohilef, the road was excellent, and 
of CQnfiderable breadth, with a double row of trees planted on each fide, and ditches to 
drain off the water. We pafled through feveral wretched villages, ferried at Orfa over' 
the Dnieper, there only a fmall river, went through Dubroflha, and arrived in the even¬ 
ing at Lady. The country from Tolitzin to Lady is waving and fomewhat hilly, 
abounds with forefts, and produces corn, millet, hemp, and flax. In the largeft villages 
we obferved fchools and other buildings, conftruCting at the expence of the Emprefs ; 
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*Ko churches with domes, intended for the Poliih 'diffidents of the Greek feet, and the 

before the late difmember- 

' ^ vas a Ruffian frontier town : we took up our quarters at the pon-houfe, vvheie 
vj mcured a comfortable apartment. Thefe- poll-houfes, which frequently occur on 
he J hS roads of Raffia, are moftly conflrufted upon the fame plan, and extremely 
convenient for the accommodation of travellers: they are large fquare wooden bu.Id- 
2 T enclofcd in a fpacious court-yard ; in the centre of the front is a range of apart- 
inents intended for the reception of travellers, with a gateway on each fide leadin & into 
the court-yard; the remainder of the front is appropriated to the ufe of the P°J- raafter 
and bis fervants, the other three fides of the quadrangle are divided mto ftables and 
fheds for carriages, and large barns for hay and corn. W e were agreeably fuipnfed, 
even in this remote place, to meet with fome Englifh ftroiigbeev, and nolefs pleafed to 
fee our fupper ferved in dilhes of Wedgewood’s ware. The luxury of clean ftraw for 

our beds, v. as no final! addition to thefe comforts. 

Calling for our bill in the morning, we found our charges as readable as the enter¬ 
tainment was good. The fatisfaflrion we expreffed at our reception, perhaps induced 
the fecretary (as the poft-mafter himfelf was abfenr) to think us proper fubjefts of .m- 
polhion. The diflance to the next ftation was about ten miles, and the fecretary de¬ 
manded three times the fum allowed by the public regulations, under pretence of our 
not being provided with an order for poft-horfes. _ We hinted feme furpnze at this 
charge: this intimation, though conveyed in the mildeft terms, was anfwercd with ex- 
pvelfions of contempt and defiance ; he ordered the horfes agam into the liable, and de¬ 
clared we fliould not fiir from the place until we difeharged the full um. 1 hough we 
St eafily have been prevailed upon by the flighted apology to fubm,t to the. impo- 
fition, we determined to chaftife his infolence. We repaired to the direftor of the cuf- 
tom-houfe, and were immediately admitted; to our great fatisfaftion he fpoke German, 
and after hearing our cafe, told us that the Ruffian had demanded treble the ffim he 
was infilled to ; he affiired us we fhould receive inftant rfedrefs, and that the offender 
fhould be punifhed. Haring difpatched a mefTenger, to whom he wmfpered a piwate 
order he defired us to wait his return, and offered us coffee. While we were drinking 
k h» gave us much information relative to the Ruffian polls, added feveral hints, which 
afterwards proved Angularly ufefu!,and advifed us to procure an order for horfes from 
th» governor of Smoienlko! In the mid ft of this converfation a carriage drove to the 
door which we perceived to be our own, with all things ready for our immediate de- 
narmre: the pofl mailer s fecretary made at the fame tune ins appearance in a fubmif- 
five attitude; we interceded with the Director tor his back, and obtained a promife that 
he fliould only be reprimanded. After making thofe acknowledgments to the friendly 
director, which were due to his politenefs, we took our leave and proceeded on out 

J ° U Wewere much chagrined at finding that the excellent new road terminated at Lady: 
it was fome fatisfadion, however, that the remaining parts from thence to Sinolenlko 
proved far fuperior to thofe we had encountered in the Lithuanian forelts. 1 he vil¬ 
lages were an exact counterpart to thole we bad quitted, and exhibited a repetition of 
fames already detailed. The Ruffians differ widely in their appearance and drefs from 
the Poliih peafants. The mod Unking contrail arifes from the method of wearing their 
hair; the Ruffians, inftead of Glaring their heads, let their hair hang oyer the,eye-brows 
and ears, and cut it fiiort round the neck. The country was undulating and hilly, And 
more open than ufual until we arrived within a few miles of Smolenlko; when we 
V ' 4 n 2 plunged 


57 4 coxje’s travels iw Russia. 

plunged into a thick forefl, which continued almoft to the gates of the town, without 
the intervention of a fingle village, or fcarcely of a Angle cottage. 

* 4 ° 3 > Smoleniko, vvhtcli belonged to the Ruffians, was befieged and taken by 
Vitold us, and, together with the whole province, united to the duchy of Lithuania*. 
During the inveterate enmity which fubfilted between the Ruffians and holes, Smoleniko 
was a place of great importance; though only fortified according to the cuftom of the 
time, partly with ramparts of earth and ditches, and partly with pallifadoes, and a 
wooden citadel f ; thefe fortifications were, however, fufficiently Urong to refill the de- 
iultory attacks of undifciplined troops, and it was at different intervals inefledually be¬ 
fieged until the beginning of the fifteenth century, Vaffili Ivanovitch, Great Duke of 
Mofcovy, obtained poffeffion by corrupting the garrifon. It continued in the hands of 
the Ruffians above a century, in the lame Ample ftyle of defence. At length the im¬ 
portance of its fituation near the frontiers of Poland, and the improvements in the art of 
war, induced Boris Godunof, prime miniller and brother-in-law of the Tzar Feodor 
Ivanovitch, to furround it with a wall; he came in perfon to Smoleniko, and affifted in 
tracing the fiteol the fortifications, which he lived to fee completed in his own reign j, 
and which ftill lubfift. lhefe additional ramparts, however, did not prevent Sigil- 
inond III. King of Poland, from taking the town in i6i i; and by the truce of De- 
velina in 1618, the poffeffion was confirmed to Poland. In 1654 it was a^-ain re¬ 
duced by Alexey Michaelovkch ; and in 1686 finally ceded to Ruffia at the peace of 
Mofcow ||. . 1 

Smoleniko, though by no means the moft magnificent, is by far the mod lingular 
town I have ever feen. It is fituated upon the river Dnieper, and occupies two hills and 
the intervening valley. It is furrounded by walls thirty feet high and fifteen in thick- 
nefs ; the lower part of ftone, and the upper of brick : thefe walls, which follow the 
fhape of the hills, and enclofe a circumference of feven verfts §, have, at every angle, 
round or fquate towers of two or three {lories, much broader at top than at bottom, 
and covered with circular roofs of wood. The intervals are ftudded with final ler tur¬ 
rets ; on the out fide of the wall is a broad deep ditch, regularly covered way with 
traverfes and glacis, and where the ground is higheft, are redoubts in the modem ftyle 
of fortification. In the middle of the town is an eminence, upon which ftands the ca¬ 
thedral ; from whence I had a moft pidlurefque view of the town, interfperfed within the 
circuit of the walls, with gardens, groves, copies, fields of pafture, and corn. The 
buildings are moftly wooden, of one (lory ^many no better than cottages), excepting 
a V* ^ er 5 a gentleman's houfe, which is called a palace, and feveral churches con- 
' ftructed of brick and ftuccoed. One long broad ftreef which is paved, interfedls the 
whole length of the town in a ftraight line; the other ftreets wind in circular directions, 
a, n f re ^ oore ^ planks. Thfe walls, ftretehing over the uneven fides of the hills 
till they reach the banks of the Dnieper, their antient ftyle of architecture, and gro- 
tefque towers; the fpires of churches fliooting above the trees, which are fo numerous 
as almoft to conceal the buddings from view; the appearance of meadows and arable 
ground ; all thefe objects blended together exhibit a feene of the moft fingtilar and con- 
trailed kind. On the further fide of the Dnieper many ftraggling wooden houfes form 
the fuburbs, and are joined to the towa by a wooden bridge. As far as I could coilea: 
from vague information, Smblenfko contains four thoufand inhabitants : it has no ma- 

* Dlugoflius, Lib. X. p. 104. et feq, \ 

f Reruin Mofc. Aueh p, 52* Mayefberg Iter, Mofc. p, 74. 

% S. R. G< \oh v* p. 94. Lengnicb, Jus Pub. t* i K p* 46. 
i Lcngnich, vol, i. p, 47. § Four mile a and three quartern 
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mifaffures, but carries on fome commerce with the Ukraine, Dantzic, and Riga. 1 he 
principal articles of trade are flax, hemp, honey, wax, hides, hogs’ briftles, raafts, 
planks, and Siberian furs. 

The Dnieper rifes in the foreft of Volkonlki, near the fource of the Volga, about 
one hundred miles from Smolenfko, pafles by Smolenfko and Mohilef, feparates the 
Ukraine from Poland, flows by Kiof, and falls into the Black-fea between Otchakof 
and Kinburn. By the acquifition of the province of Mohilef, the whole courfe is now 
included within the Ruffian territories. It begins to be navigable at a little diflance 
above Smolenfko; but in fome feafons of the year is fo fhallow near the town, that the 
goods mull be tranfported on rafts and fmall flat-bottomed boats. 

Having occafion for a new paflport and an order for horfes, we called upon the go-- 
vernor, in company with a Ruffian ftudent, whofpoke Latin, far our interpreter. I he 
governor being at church, we repaired to the cathedral, and waited until the conclufion 
of divine fervice. The cathedral is a ftately building, erected on the fpot where for¬ 
merly flood the palace of the antient Dukes of Smolenfko. T he in fide walls are 
covered with coarfe paintings reprefenting our Saviour, the Virgin, and a variety of 
Saints, which abound in the Greek calendar. The flirine, or fanftuary, into which 
only the priefts are admitted, is feparated from the body of the church by a fcreen with 
folding doors, and ornamented with twifted pillars of the Corinthian order, richly 
carved and gilded. 

The worfhip feemed to confift of innumerable ceremonies: the people\eroded 
themfelves without ceafing, bowed towards the flirine and to each other, and even 
touched the ground with their heads. The Bilhop of Smolenfko performed the fervice ; 
he was a venerable figure, with white flowing hair and long beard; he was drefled 
in rich epifcopal robes, and had a crown on his head. The folding doors were occa- 
fionally opened, and doled with great pomp and folemnity whenever the Bifhop re- 
tired within, or came’ forth to blefs the people. At the conclufion of the fervice, the 
doors being thrown open, the Bifhop advanced with a chandelier in each hand, one 
containing three, and the other two lighted candles, which he repeatedly croffed over 
each other in different directions; and then waving them towards the congregation, 
concluded with a final benediftion. Thefe chandeliers, as 1 am informed, are fym- 
bolical; one alludes to the Trinity, and the other to the two natures of Chrift. 

At the end of the fervice we prefented ourfelves to the Governor, who, to our fur- 
prize, received us with an air of coldnefs, which made fuch an imprefiion on our in¬ 
terpreter that he could not utter a Angle word. At length a gentleman-in the Gover¬ 
nor’s train accofled us in Fvench, and inquired our bufinefs. Informing him that we 
were Englifh gentlemen wno defired a paflport, and an order for horfes. he told us 
with a fmile, that the plaimiefs of our drdTes had raifed a fufpicion of our being tradef- 
men ; but he was not ignorant that Englifh gentlemen feldom wore lace or fwords on 
a journey; an-intimation which recalled to our recolledion the advice of our Poliflt 
friend at Minfk. Ht then whifpered the Governor, who inftantly affumed an appear¬ 
ance of complacency, and teflified an intention of complying with our requeft. 

' This matter being adjufted, the Bifhop joined the company ; he had laid afide the 
coflly garments in which he performed the fervice, and tvas drefled in a long black 
robe, a round black cap, and veil. He addrefled us in Latin, and invited us to his 
houfe. He led the way ; and we followed with the reft of the company to a commo¬ 
dious wooden building adjoining to the cathedral. On entering the apartment, the 
Governor and Ruffian gentleman kifled his hand with great marks of refpeft. After" 
defiring all the company to fit, he diftinguifhed us by particular attention ; obferving, 
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with much politencfs, that our company gave him greater plfea'fifre, as lie had never, 
fince his refidence at Smolenikb* received a vifit from any Engtiflimen, for whole na- 
lion he had the htgheft rc-fpeS:. During this converfation a fervant fpread a cloth upon 
a finail table, arid [.laced upon it a plate of bread, fome fait, and fome flowers,; anothei 
followed with a fairer of final! glafles full of a traufparent liquor. 1 lie lldhop (defied 
the bread and the falver with great folemnity, and then took a glafs ; we thought it at 
firft a religious ceremony, but were undeceived when the lervants ofleied the bread 
and falver to us as well as to the reft of the company. Every one being ferved, the 
Biftiop drank all our healths, a compliment which the company returned with a bow, 
and iuftantly emptied their glafles: we followed this example, and found the liquor 
to be a dram of cherry-water. This preliminary being fettled, we relumed our conver- 
fation with the Bifhop, and afked feveral queftions relative to the ancient (late of Smo- 
lenfko. He anfwerec every inquiry with great readinefs; gave us a concife account ot 
the ftate of the town under its ancient dukes, and informed us that their palace was 
fituated on the fpot new occupied by the cathedral, which was built by Feodor Mi- 
chaelovitch, brother of Peter the Great, and had been lately repaired and beautified. 
After half an hour’s agreeable converfation, we took our leave, greatly pleafed with 
the politenefs and affability of the prelate. 

Our interpreter then conduced us to the femtnary appropriated for the education of 
the clergy, in which the Latin, Greek, German, and Polifli languages are taught: the 
prieft who fhewed us the library talked Latin; he introduced us mto his chamber, 
and, according to the hofpitable cuiloin of this country, offered us Lome reirdhment, 
which confifted of cakes and mead. 

In the afternoon, the Ruftian gentleman who fo obligingly relieved us from our 
embarraffment before the Governor, kindly paid us a vifit, and invited us to dine with 
him on the following day. We accepted his invitation, and waited upon him at two, 
the ufual hour of dining : he was a'judge, and lived in a wooden houle provided by 
the court* the rooms were fmall, but neatly fumifhed. The company confifted of 
the -judge’ his wife and filter, all of whom talked French : the ladies were dreffed in 
the French fafhion, with much rouge; they did not curtfy, bur their mode of falute 
was to bow their heads very low. Before dinner liqueurs were handed about; each 
lady took a fmall glafs, and recommended the fame to'us as favourable to digeftion. 
The table was neatly fet out, the dinner excellent, and ferved up in Englilh cream- 
coloured ware. Belides plain roaft and boiled meats, feveral Ruffian ddhes were in¬ 
troduced ; one of thefe was a failad compofed of muflirooms and onions, and another 
of grain of green corn, baked and moiftened with fweet oil. Before we rose from the 
table, our hoft calling for a large glafs, filled a bumper of champagne, drank it off So 
our health, and then handed the glafs round “ ft his is an old cuftom,” he laid, 
“ and was meant as 'an expreffion of regard : the age is now grown delicate, and the 
freeeffufions of hofpitality mull be fuppreffed by Ceremony ; but f am an oldftafhioned 
man, and cannot eafily relinquifli the'habits of my youth.” 

After dinner we adjourned to another room, and played two or three rubbers fir 
whift. Coffee and tea were brought in, and a plate of fweet-meats was handed round 
to the company. At fix we took leave of our friendly hoft, and returned to our inn, 
if it mav be called by .that honourable appellation. This inn, the only one in the town, 
was a wooden building, in a ruinous ftate, formerly painted on the outfide. The 
apartment which we occupied had once been hung with paper, fragments of which here 
and there covered a fmall portion of the wainfot, a patch work of old and new planks. 
•' he furniture confifted of two benches and as many chairs, one without a bottom, and 
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the other without a back ; a deal box ferved the purpofe .of a table. We were inclined 
to conjecture that there was a heavy tax upon air and light; for all the windows were 
clofed with planks, except one, which could not be opened, and could fcarcely be feen 
through, on account of the dirt with which it was mcrufted. In the inventory of thefe 
valuables I fhould not omit a couch upon which Illept: it had been fo often mended, 
that like Sir John Cutler's dockings, immortalized by Mar Wins Scnblcrus , we could 
not diftinguifli any part of the original materials. It may perhaps appear furpnzmg, 
that a town iikeSmolenlko fhould contain no tolerable inn ; but the furpnze will ceafe 
when we relied that few ftrangers pafs this way ; that the Ruflians carry their provi- 
fions, and either continue their journey during the night, or are accommodated in pri- 

vate hotiles- _ , , x 

Aupufl 2 v We quitted Smolenfko, croffed the Dnieper over a wooden bridge into 

the fuhurbs* and purfued our journey through a valley of fine paliure watered by the 
Dnieper, fpottcd with underwood, and terminating on each fide in gentle eminences 
clothed with trees. As we advanced, the country became more abrupt, but no where 
rofe into any confiderable hill. Near Slovoda, a large draggling village, where we flop¬ 
ped for a few hours during the darknefs of the night, we again croffed the Dnieper on 
a raft formed of trunks of trees tied together with cords, and fcarcely large enough to re¬ 
ceive the carriage, which funk it fome inches under watei . this machine was then 
pufhed from the banks until it met another of the fame kind, to w hich the horles Hep¬ 
ped with difficulty ; and the diftance of the two rafts from each other was fo confider¬ 
able, that the carriage could fcarcely be prevented from flipping between them into the 

The fecond pofl from this primitive ferry was Dogorobufh, built upon a rifmg hill, 
and exhibiting, like Smolenlko, though on a fmaller fcale, an intermixture of chuiches, 
houfes, cottages, corn-fields, and meadows : fome of the houfes, lately confti u£ted at 
the Emprefs’s expence, w f ere of brick covered with flucco, and had the appearance of 
palaces when contrafled with the meannefs of the furronnding hovels. This place 
w'as formerly a flrong fortrefs, and frequently befieged during the wars between 
Ruffia and Poland. From the ramparts of the ancient citadel we commanded an ex- 
tenfive view of the adjacent country, confiding of a large plain watered by the winding 
Dnieper, and bounded by dillant hills- From Dogorobufh we proceeded twenty four 
miles to a fmall village called Zaratefh, where we thought ourfelves fortunate in being 
houfed for the night in a tolerable hut, which afforded a rare in (lance of accommodation 
in thefe parts, a room feparated from that ufed by the family. Our hoflefs was a 
true Afiatic figure: Ihe was dreffed in a blue garment without lleeves, which defend¬ 
ed to the ancles, and was tied round the waifl with a red fafh ; fhe wore a white piece 
of linen wrapped round her head like a turban, ear-rings,.and necklace_of variegated 
beads; her fandals were fattened with blue firings, which were alfo tied round the 
ancles, in order to keep up the coarfe linen wrappers that ferved for (lockings. 

Auguft 27. Our route the next morning, from Zaratefh to Viafma, lay through a 
continued fo reft, occafionafly relieved by the intervention of paftures and cornfields. 
When we reflected that we were in the 55th degree of northern latitude, we were fur- 
prized at the forwardnefs of the harvelt: the wheat and barley were already carried 
in, and the peafants employed in cutting the oats and millet. Since our departure from 
Smolenlko the weather proved remarkably cold, and the wind had the keennefs of a 
November blafl: the peafants were all clothed in their fheep-fkins, or winter dreffes. 

At a fmall diftance from Viafma we palled the rivulet of the fame name, navigable 
only for rafts, which defend its ftream into the Dnieper; we then mounted a fmall 
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eminence to the town, which makes a magnificent appearance with the domes and fpires 
oi ieveral churches rifing above the trees. Viafina fpreads over a large extent of 
giound; the buildings are moftly of wood, a few houfes of brick excepted, lately 
ci eaen by the munificence of the Emprefs, Part of the principal ftreet is formed, like 
the Ruffian roads, of trees laid crofs-ways, ami part is boarded with planks like the 
1 out or a room* It contains above twenty churches, a remarkable number for a ’ 
place but thinly inhabited. The churches in the finall towns and villages are chiefly 
ornamented with a cupola and feveral domes } the outfi Je walls are either white-waffied 
or painted red, and the cupolas or domes are generally green, or of a different co- 
loiii jJ 0111 the oi her parts. At fome diftance the number of fpires and domes rifing 
above the trees, which conceal the contiguous hovels, would lead a traveller unacquaint¬ 
ed with the country to expe<3 a large city, where he will only find a collection of 
wooden huts. 

At Viafma was concluded, in 1634, the treaty of perpetual peace between Ladif- 
laus IV. King of Poland, and Michael Fepderovitch : by which treaty Michael con¬ 
firmed the cefiion of Smolenffio, Seven,], and Tchemichef, which had been yielded to 
the Poles at the truce of Develina ; while Ladiflatis renounced the title of Tzar, and 
ac tv now .edged Michael as the rightful fovereign of Ruffia*. On this occafion both 
aionarchs reiinquiflied what they did not poflefs, and wifely facrificed imaginary pre¬ 
tentions to the attainment of a fubflantial peace. J 

The Ruffian peanuts appear in general a large coarfe hardy race, and of great bo- 
dsly urength; their drefs is a round hat or cap with a high crown, a coarfe robe of 
( OJ ht winter of fheep-fkin, with the wool turned inwards,) reaching below 
the knee, and bound round the waift by a faffi, trowfers of linen alrnoft as thick as 
fackcloth, a woollen or flannel cloth wrapped roiind the leg inftead of ftockings, fan- 
dais woven from ftrips of a pliant bark, and faftened by firings of the fame materials, 
which 3 .ie afterwa)ds twined round the leg, and forve as garters to the woollen or 
flannel wiappers. I11 warm weather the peafants frequently wear only a lhort coarfe 
ffiirt and trowfers. 

Tjie cottages aie built in the fame manner as thole of Lithuania, but larger, and 
fomewh'at better provided with furniture and domeflic uteiifiis: they are of a fquare 
fhape, formed of whole trees, piled upon one another, and fecured at the four comers 
with mortifes and tenons. The interfaces between thefe piles are filled with mofs. 
Within the timbers are fmoothed with the axe, fo as to form the appearance of wain- 
fcot; but without are left with the bark in their rude ft ate. The roofs are in the 
pemhoule form, and generally compofed of the bark of trees or fliingles, which are 
fometnnes covered with -mould or turf. The peafants ufually conftru£t the whole 
home folely with trie affiftaoce of the hatchet, and cut the planks of the floor with the 
fame inJirumentj in many parts being unacquainted with the ufe of the faw: they 
flnifh the fliell of the houfe and roof before they begin to cut the windows or doors. 
The windows are apertures of a few inches fquare, clofed with Hiding frames, and the 
doois are fo low as not to admit a middle-fized man without Hooping. Thefe cottages 
femetimes, though very rarely, confift of two ftories j in which cafe the lower apart- 
is a (lore-room, and the upper the habitable part of the houfe : the flair-cafe is 
mofi commonly a ladder on the outfide. Moft of thefe huts are, however, only one 
flory, and fav of them contain two rooms, the generality only one. In fome of tlifs 
latter fort I was frequently awakened by the chickens picking the grains of corn ia 


* Lengnich, Hift. Pol.p. 167. 
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the ft raw upon which I lay, and more than once by a lefs inoffenfive animal. At 
Tabluka, a village where we paired the night of the 27th, a party of hogs, at four in 
the morning, roofed me by grunting clofe to my ear. Not much pleafed either with 
the earlinefs of the vifit, or the falutation of my viiitors, I called out to my fervant, 
« Jofeph, drive thefe gentry out of the room, and fhut the door.” “ There is no door 
that will [hut” replied Jofeph, with great compofure, “ we have tried every expedient 
to fallen it without fuccefs ; the hogs have more than once been excluded, but have as 
often returned.” This converfation effectually routing me, l determed to refign to 
my unwelcome guefts that litter which I could no longer enjoy ; and contemplated, by 
the li^ht of a flip of deal, the furrounding feene. My two companions were ftretch- 
ed upon the fame parcel of draw From which I had juft emerged ; a little beyond our 
fervants occupied a feparate heap ; at a fniall diftance three Ruffians, with long.beards, 
and coarfe fackcloth ffiirts and trowfers, lay extended upon their backs on the bare floor; 
on the oppofite fide of the room three women in their clothes Cumbered on a long 
bench, while the top of the Hove afforded a couch to a woman dreffed like the others 
and four fprawling children almoft naked. 

The furniture in thefe cottages confifls chiefly of a wooden table or dreffer, and 
benches faftened to the fides of the room : the utenfils are wooden platters, bowls, and 
fpoons, with perhaps one large earthen pan for cooking. The food of the peafants is 
black rye bread, fometimes white, eggs, falt-fifli, bacon, mulhrooms ; their favourite 
difli is a hodge-podge of fait or frelh meat, groats, and rye-flour, highly feafoned with 
onions and garlic, which are much ufed by the Ruffians. 

The peafants were greedy of money; almoft always demanded previous payment for 
every trifle, and were in general much inclined to thieving. In Poland it was not 
neceffary to be always upon the watch; and we frequently left the equipage during the 
whole night without a guard: but in Ruffia, without the precaution of regularly Ration¬ 
ing a fervant in the carriage, every article Would foon have difappeared ; yet even 
with this expedient, the watchfulnefs of our Argus was continually baffled by the fu- 
perior vigilance of the natives, and the morning generally announced fome petty lofs, 
to which the night had given birth. 

The peafants at every poll were obliged to furnifh us with horfes at a fixed and rea- 
fonable rate, which had the ill cffeci of rendering them extremely dilatory in their mo¬ 
tions ; and as our only interpreter was a Bohemian * fervant, not perfectly acquainted 
with the Ruflian language, his difficulty in explaining, joined to their backwardnefs in 
executing our orders, occafioned delays of feveral hours for a change of horfes. The 
peafants afted in the capacity of coachmen and poftillions; they always harneffed four 
horfes a-breaft, commonly put eight, and fometimes even ten horfes to our carriage: as 
the ftages were for the molt part twenty, and fometimes thirty miles, and the roads ex¬ 
tremely bad. They feldom ufed either boots or faddles, and had no fort of ftirrup, 
except a rope doubled and thrown acrofs the horfe’s back. .Each horfe was equipped 
with a fnaffle-bridle, which however was feldom Inferted in the mouth, but generally 
hung loofe under the jaw. The method of driving was not in a fteady pace, but by 
ftarts and bounds, with little attention to the nature of the ground : the peafants fel¬ 
dom trotted their horfes, but would fuddenly force them into a gallop through the 
worft roads, and fometimes as fuddenly checked their fpeed upon the moft level fur- 
face. A common piece of rope ferved them for a whip, which they feldom had any 
oceafion to ufe, as they urged their horfes forwards by hooting and whiftling like cat- 

* The Bohemian and Ruffian languages are both dialcfts of the Sclav onian tongue. 
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calls. The intervals of thefe noifes were filled with finging, which is a favourite prac¬ 
tice among the Ruffians, and has been mentioned by moft travellers who have viftted 
tins country- From the wretched harnefs, which was continually breaking, the bad- 
nefs of the roads, the length of time we were always detained at the polls before we 
ctjuld procure horles, and other impediments, we were feldom able to travel more than 
forty or fifty miles a day; although we commenced our journey before fun-rife, and 
purfued it till it was dark* 

<Auguft 27. Near Viafma we entered the vaft foreft of Volkonfki, through which 
we continued fora hundred and fifty miles without interruption, almoft to the gates of 
Mofcow* This foreft* which ftretcheson all fides to an iminenfe extent, gives rife to 
the principal rivers of European Rufiia, the Duna, the Dnieper, and the Volga* The 
fources of the Dima were at Jo me di (lance from our route ; but thofe of the Dnieper and 
the Volga rofe at final! intervals from each other, not far from Viafma. The country 
in this part was more than ufual broken into hill and dale ; though it hill exhibited 
rather a fucceflion of waving furfacc, than any confiderable elevations. 

On the 28th we arrived at the village of Gretkeva towards the clofe of theevening, 
and imprudently proceeded on our journey another ilage of eighteen miles; the even¬ 
ing was exceedingly dark, cold, and rainy ; the road uncommonly bad, and we were 
in continual apprehenfions of being overturned. The great eft danger, however* 
which we encountered, was unknown to us until we reached the end of the ftation : 
we were then informed by our fervants that we had crofted a broad piece of water upon 
a wooden bridge without railing, fo infirm that it almoft cracked under the carriage, 
and fo narrow that one of the hind-wheels was for an infiant fufpended over the pre¬ 
cipice. Our ufual good fortune, however, brought u$ fafe between twelve and one to 
a cottage at Mofhaiik, where we found an excellent ragout of beef and onions prepared 
by the trufly fervant, who always preceded us, and provided our lodging and fupper. 
I have little to fay of Mofhaifk- as we entered it at lb late an hour, and departed the 
next morning by day-break. Wfe changed horfes at the village of SeloNaro, and ar¬ 
rived early in the evening at Maio-a-Viadrna, enibofomed in the foreft, and pleafanrly 
fituated at the edge of a final! lake. This place was diftant only twenty four miles 
from Mofcow, where we were impatient to arrive; but we prudently deferred our 
journey until the next morning, as we did not chufe to tempt fortune by expofmg-our- 
Jelvesa fecond time to dangers in a dark night and in an unknown country. 

The road for fome way before we came to V iafma* and b om thence to Mof¬ 

cow, was a broad ftraight avenue cut through the foreft. The trees which compofed 
thefe vaft plantations, let by the hand of nature, were oaks, beech, mountahvafli, pop¬ 
lar, pines, and firs, mingled together in.the mo 0 ; wanton variety. The different fhadek 
of green, and the rich tints of the autumnal colours, were inexpreftifaly beautiful 
while the fublime, but uniform expanfe of foreft was occafionalfy relieved by ru*. 
cedes of pa [lures and corn-fields.- 
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Chap. II. — Mo/cow.—Hi/lory. — Removal of the Seat of Empire to Petcrfiurgb.—Po¬ 
pulation ami Defcription of Mofcow. — Divifforts.—Kremlin; — Khitaigorod. — Bielgorod. 

_ Semlaimgorod. — Sloboda , or Suburbs .—AW Palace-gardens.—Old Style .— H'ojpi- 

tality of the Ruffian Nobles .—Account of Muller , the celebrated Hifforian. —Jnhiverfary 
of St. Alexander Nctfhi.—Entertainments at Count Alexey Orlof’s—bis Stud.—Boxing 
Matches. — Vauxhall, 

AUGUST 30. The approach to Mofcow was firft announced at tile diftance of 
fix miles, by fome fpires over-topping an eminence at the extremity of the broad ave¬ 
nue cut through the forelt; about two or three miles further we afcended a height, 
from whence a fuperb profpeft of the vafteity burft upon our fight. It ftretched in the 
form of a creicent, to a prodigious extent: while innumerable churches, towers, gilded * 
fpires and domes, white, red, and green buildings, glittering in the fun, formed a 
l'plendid appearance, yet ftrangely contrafted by an intermixture of wooden hovels. 
The neighbouring country was undulating ; the foreft reached to within a mile of the 
ramparts, and was I'ucceeded by a range of open paftures, We crofted the river 
Molkva on a long fpecies of raft floating, faftened to each bank, which the Ruffians 
call a living-bridge t becaufe it bends under the carriage. After a ftrift examination of 
our pafiport we drove through the fuburbs along a wooden road, entered one of the 
interior circles of the town, called Bielgorod, and took up our quarters at an inn kept 
by a Frenchman, at which fome of the nobility hold affemblies. Our apartments were 
convenient and fpacious ; we alfo found every accommodation in abundance, except , 
bed and ffieets ; for as no one, who is experienced in the cufloms of this country, tra¬ 
vels without thofe articles, inns are feldom provided with them. With much trouble 
however, we obtained from our landlord two bedlteads with bedding, and one mattrefs 
to place upon the floor: we could not procure more than three lheets, one of which 
fell* to my ffiare; but we had been fo long accuftomed to fleep on ltraw, that we fancied 
ourfelves in a ftate of unheard of luxury, and bleffed our good fortune. 

Antiquaries differ confiderably concerning the foundation of Mofcow; but the fol¬ 
lowing account is molt probable * : 

Mofcow ov'es its foundation to George, fon of Vladimir Monomaka, who, in 1154, 
afcended the throne of Ruffia. Being mfulted by Stephen Kutchko, Prince of Sufdal, 
he confifcated his domains, of which the- lands now occupied by the city formed a part, 
and laid the foundation of a new town, which he called Mofkva, from the river of that 
name. But the town fell into fuch decay under his fueceffors, that when Daniel, fon of 
Alexander Newlki, received, in the divifion of the empire, the duchy of Mofcovy as his 
portion, and fixed his refidenco at this place, he may be faid to have new founded the 
town. The fpot now occupied by the Kremlin, was at that time a morals overfpread 
with a thick wood, containing a final! illand with only a fmgle hut. On this part Da¬ 
niel con drafted numerous buildings, and enclofed it with wooden fortifications. He 
lifft affumed the title of Duke of Mofcow, and was fo attached to this fituation, that on 
l'ucceeding his brother Andrew Alexandrovitch in the great duchy of Vladimer, he 
continued his refidence at Mofcow, which became the capital of the Ruffian dominions. 

His fon Ivan confiderably enlarged the new metropolis, and in 1367 his grandfon, De- 

* Sec Sumorokof’s Klcine Chronik Von Mufcau in St. Pet. Journal for 1776} and ScherebatoP* 
Rusf. Gtf. p. 736. 
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tnetvius Tvanovitch Donfld, fuiTounded the Kremlin with a brick wall. Thefenew for*, 
tificafions, however, did not prevent Tamerlane, in 1382, from taking the town*. 
Being fooa evacuated by that defultory conqueror, it again came into the pofieffion of 
the Ruffians; hut was frequently occupied by the Tartars, who in the fourteenth and 
fiiteenth centuri s over-nm Rufita, and even maintained a garrifon in Mofcow, until 
they were finally expelled by Ivan Vaffilievitch I. To him Mofcow is indebted for 
its principal fplendour, and under him it became the mo.ft confiderable city of the Ruffian 
empire. 

The Baron of Uerberftein, ambaffador from the Emperor Maximilian to the great 
Duke Vaflili, fon of Ivan Vaflilievirch, in the beginning of the fixteenth century, is the 
firft foreign writer who gave a defeription of Mofcow, which he accompanied with a 
coarfe engraving of the town in wood f. In this curious but rude plan, may be diftin- 
guitiled the walls of the Kremlin, or citadel, in their prefent flate, and feveral of the 
public buildings, which even now contribute to its ornament. From this period we are 
able to trace itsprogrefs and gradual increafe, under the fucceeding fovereigns, in the 
accounts of feveral Englifh J and foreign § travellers, 

Mofcow continued the metropolis until the beginning of the prefent century; when, 
to the great diflatisfaiiioii of the nobility, but with great advantage to the Rate, the feat 
of empire was transferred to Peterlburgh. 

Notwithftanding the predile&ion which Peter conceived for Peterlburgh, in which 
all the fucceeding fovereigns, excepting Peter II., have fixed their refidence, Mofcow is 
itill the mod populous city of the Rullian empire. Here the chief nobles, who do not 
belong to the court of the Emprefs, refide; they here fupport a large number of re¬ 
tainers, gratify their tafte for a ruder and more expenfive magnificence in the ancient 
Ryle of feudal grandeur, and are not, as at Peterlburgh, eclipfed by the fuperior fplen¬ 
dour of the imperial eftablifhmenf. 

Mofcow is fituated in the longitude of tliirty-feven degrees thirty-one minutes from 
the firfl meridian of Greenwich, and in fifty-five degrees forty-five minutes forty-five 
leconds of northern latitude. It is the largeft town in Europe $ the circumference with¬ 
in the rampart, which enclofes the fuburbs, being thirty-nine verfts, or twenty-fix 
miles ||; but it is built in fo ftraggling a manner, that the population in no degree cor- 
refponds to the extent. Some Ruffian authors ftate the inhabitants at five hundred 
thoufand, a number evidently exaggerated. According to Bufching, who refided fome 
years in Ruffia, Mofcow, in j 770, contained feven hundred and eight brick houfes, and 
eleven thoufand eight hundred and forty wooden habitations^; eighty-five thoufand 
feven hundred and thirty-one males, and fixty-feven thoufand fifty-nine females, in all 
only one hundred and fifty-two thoufand feven hundred and ninety fouls; a computation 
which errs in the other extreme* 4 *. According to an accountpubliffied in the Journal 
of St. Peterlburgh ft, the diflrift of Mofcow contained, in the beginning of 1780, two 
thoufand one hundred and feventy eight hearths ; and the number of inhabitants were 
one hundred and thirty-feven thoufand fix hundred and ninety-eight males, and one 

* S. R. G. voL 8. p. 93. f See Rer. Mof. Com. in Ren Mof Auft. 

X Chiefly Chancellor, 1 H letcher, Smith, the author of Lord Carlifle*s Embaffy, Perry, Bruce, 

$ Poffevinus, Margaret, Petreiua, Olearius, Mayerberg, Lc Bruyn, 

H The circumference is nearly equal to that of Pekin, which, including the fuburbs, meafures forty 
ver-ls, or twenty-fiic miles and three-quarters* Journal of St- PeL April 1775, p. 24^ 

% According-to Heym, Mofcow contained in 1793, eight thoufand four hundred and thirty-nine houfes, 
which one thoufand three hundred and eighty-two were of brtek. 

** Bufehmg’s Neue Erdbefchreibung, vul, i. p. 841. Edit. 1777, For 1781, p* aoo*’ 
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hundred and thirty-four thoufand nine hundred and eighteen females, in all two hun¬ 
dred and feversty-two thoufand fix hundred and fixteen fouls. In the courfe of the 
fame year the deaths amounted to three thoufand feven hundred and two, and the births 
to eight thouland fix hundred and twenty-one; and in the end, the population of the 
didrift was found to be one hundred and forty thouland one hundred and forty-three 
males, and one hundred and thfrty-feven thoufand three hundred and ninety-two fe¬ 
males, in all two hundred and feventy-feven thoufand five hundred and thirty-five fouls. 
This computation is more accurate than either of the others; and its trutli has been 
recently confirmed by an Englifh gentleman lately returned from Mofcow, who made 
this topic the fubjeft of his inquiries. According to his account, which he received 
from the lieutenant of the police *, Mofcow contains within the ramparts two hundred 
and fifty thoufand fouls, and in the adjacent villages, fifty thoufand. 

If I was (truck with the fmgularity of Smolenfko, I was all aftonifhment at the ira- 
menfity and variety of Mofcow; a city fo irregular, fo uncommon, fo extraordinary, 
and fo contrafted, never before claimed my attention. The (beets are in general ex¬ 
ceedingly long and broad; (ome are paved; others, particularly thofe in the fuburbs, 
fanned with trunks of trees, or boarded with planks like the floor of a room; wretched- 
hovels are blended with large palaces; cottages of one (lory ((and next to the mod 
(lately manfions. Many brick itructures are covered with wooden tops; fome of the 
timber houfes are painted, others have iron doors and roofs. Numerous churches pre- 
fent themfelves in every quarter, built in the Oriental (lyie of architecture; fome with 
domes of copper, others of tin, gilt or painted green, and many roofed with wood. In 
a word, fome parts of this vaft city have the appearance of a fequellered defert, other 
quarters, of a populous town; fome of a contemptible village, others of a great ca¬ 
pital. 

Mofcow may be confidered as a town built upon the Afiatic model, but gradually be¬ 
coming more and more European; exhibiting a motley mixture of difeordant architec¬ 
ture. It is distributed into five divifions : 1. Kremlin; 2. Khitaigorod; 3. Bielgorod; 
4. Semlainogorod; 5. Sloboda, or fuburbs. 

I . The Kremlin was probably thus denominated by the Tartars when in pofleflion of 
Mofcow, from the word Krem or Krim, which fignifies a fortrefs. It Hands in the cen¬ 
tral and highefl: part of the city, near the conflux of the Molkva and Neglina, which 
walh two of its Tides, is of a triangular form, and about two miles in circumference. 
It is furrounded by high walls of (tone and brick, which were conftructed by Solano, 
a celebrated architect of Milan, in 1491, under the reign of Ivan Vallilievitch I., as ap¬ 
pears from a curious infcription over one of the gates: 

" Joannes Vafilii Dei Gracia Magnus Dux Volodimeriac Mofcovite Novogardiae Tf- 
feriae Plefcovke Veticie Ongarie Permiie Buolgarie et Aliar. Totius O. Raxise Domi- 
nus Anno 1 ertio Imperii Sui Has hurres Condere Fet. Statuit Petrus Antonides Sola¬ 
ris Mediolanenfis anno Nat. Domini 1491. K. Julii.” 

The reader will doubtlefs be as much furprized as I was to find, that the Tzars em¬ 
ployed foreign architects at fo early 3. period, before their country was fcarcely known 
to the reft of Europe. 1 he Kremlin is not disfigured by wooden houfes, and contains 


* Tins computation may be relied upon. For as a new aqueduft near Mofcow was juft finlfhed, it was 
lieu, lary to orm as exa£l an eflimate a? poffible of the number of inhabitants, in order to regulate the necef- 
iary iuppJy oi water for each family. Richter obferves, “ The population of Mofcow differs according to 
f V U 0t It ye ? r ' . WIlltor > wllen die nobility and their retainers flock to the metropolis, the inha- 

” ht “ “ , ‘ r '" ire “ ““ <l0 “ 

14 the 


182 


COXe's TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


the ancient palace of the Tzars, feveral churches, two convents, the patriarchal palace, 
the ar!’cnal,iiow in ruins, and one private houfe, which belonged to Boris Godunof be¬ 
fore he was railed to the throne *. 

2. The fecond divifion is called Khitaigorod, a term conjectured by Tome etymolo¬ 
gies to imply the Chinefe town. Voltaire, in his Hiftory of Peter the Great, fupports 
this opinion, when he calls Khitaigorod “ La pariie appellee la ‘ville Chlmife , ou les ra - 
rates tie la Chine f'cttallaient But this divifion of Mofcow bore that appellation long 
before any connection was opened between the Ruflians and Chinefe; and the belt 
hiltorians fuppofe the word Cathay or Khitai to have been introduced by the Tartars 
when they had pollt-ilion of Mofcow t: in proof of this conjecture it isalledged, that 
there is a town in the Ukraine called Khiraigorod, and another of the fame name in Po- 
dolia; both which provinces, though unknown to the Chinefe, were either over-run or 
inhabited by Tartars. 

The Khitaigorod J is enclofed on one fide by that wall of the Kremlin which runs 
from the Moikva to theNeglina, and on the other by a brick wall of inferior height. 
It is much larger than the Kremlin, and contains the univerfity, the printing-houfe, and 
many other public buildings, together with all the tradefmen’s (hops. The edifices are 
moftly ftuccoed or white-wafiied; and it has the only ftreet in Mofcow in which the 
houles (land contiguous to each other without any intervals. 

3. The Bielgorod, or White Town, which nearly encircles the two preceding divi- 
fions, isfuppoied to derive its name from a white wall with which it was formerly en- 
clofed, and of ■which fome remains Hill exift. 

4. Semlainogorod, which environs the three other quarters, takes its denomination 
from a circular rampart of earth with which it is encompafl’ed. Thefe two divifions ex¬ 
hibit a grotefque group of churches, convents, palaces, brick and wooden houfes, and 
mean hovels, in no degree fuperior to peafants’ cottages. 

5. The Sloboda, or fuburbs, form a vafl exterior circle round the parts already de- 
feribed, and are inverted with a low rampart and ditch. Thefe fuburbs contain, befides 
numerous buildings of all denominations, corn-fields, much open pafture, and fome finall 
Jakes, which give rife to the Neglina. 

The Moikva flows through the city in a winding channel; but, excepting in fpring, 
is only navigable for rafts: it receives the Yaufa in the Semlainogorod, and the Ne¬ 
glina at the weftern extremity of the Kremlin j both which rivulets are, in fummer, al- 
moft dry. 

The morning after our arrival, having ordered our Ruflian fervant to hire a carriage 
during our flay at Mofcow, he procured a coach with fix horfes of different colours ; 
the coachman and poftiUions were drelfed like peafants, with high cylindrical hats; the 
coachman, with a long beard and flieep-fliin robe, fat on the box j the poftiUions, in a 
coarfe drugget garb, were mounted upon the off-horfes, according to the cuftom of 
this country. Behind the carriage was an enormous fack of hay : upon exprefling fur- 
pnze at this appendage, we were informed, that almoft every carriage at Mofcow is 
provided with a viaticum of this fort, which, while the mafter is paying his vifitS, or is 
at dinner, is occafionally given to the horfes. Some refrclhinents of this kind, indeed, 

% See the next chapter, \vTi$re fome of thofe buildings are deferibed, Since my viftt to Mofcow, many 
additional buildings have been conducted, particularly the fenate liGufe* a magnificent itru&me, built by the 
Emprefs 

f S- R. G. vol. vlit. p- 538—541* 

% Khitaigorod is faid to be of Tartar derivation and to mean the Middle Tgw/j, from its fituation be¬ 
tween the Kremlin and Bielgorod, 

- 14 feemed 


CQXE’s TRAVELS' IN RUSSIA. 583 

feemed neceffary, as our horfes never faw the liable from the morning until the even¬ 
ing, or at midnight; and remained during that interval, like thofe of our hackney- 
coaches, in the llreets. During our continuance in this city, we, not uncommonly, 
perceived about dinner-time, in the court-yards of thofe houfes where we dined, many 
horfes without bridles, and unharneffed from the refpeftive carriages, browfmg upon 
their portable provender ftrewed on the grouncj; with them were intermixed different 
parties of coachmen and poftillions ; who at the fame time gratified the calls of hunger 
upon a repall ready prepared, like that of their cattle, and which too required as little 
ceremony in ferving up. The frequency of thefe objects foon rendered them familiar, 
and we ceafed to look upon our truls of hay as an excrefcence. 

The firft vifit we made in our new equipage was to our banker, who lived at the 
fur the ft extremity of one of the fuburbs, at the diftance of four miles from our inn. 
Our coachman drove through the town with great expedition, generally in a brifk trot, 
and frequently a full gallop, without any diftinftion of paved or boarded ftreets. 
Having fettled our bufinefs with the banker, who was our countryman, and obligingly 
furnifhed us with a large colleftion of Englifh newfpapers, we crofted the Yaufa over a 
raft bridge to a palace, con ft r ufted for the reception of the prefent Emprefs, when fhe 
viiits MoJcow; this palace is not, according to our ordinary acceptation of the word, 
a Angle (tincture; but, in the true flvleof Afiatic grandeur, a vail affemblage of nu¬ 
merous buildings, diftributed into Several llreets, and bearing the appearance of a mo¬ 
derate town *. The bale of each building is ftone, but of fo foft a nature, that it feem- 
cd fcarcely adequate to fuppovt the fuperftructure; the bricks ufed for the remainder 
of the fabric crumbled at the touch, nor did the workmanlhip exceed the materials, for 
the walls were in many places out of the perpendicular line. 

The greater part of the timber employed in the conllruftion of thefe vafl edifices 
was fafiiioned with the axe. Though I often faw the carpenters at work, 1 never once 
perceived a faw in their hands; they cut the trees through with the axe, they hewed 
planks with the axe, they formed the beams, and fitted them together with the axe- 
With this fimple engine they moj taifed and tenanted the final left as well as the largelt 
pieces of wood, and finoothed the boards for the floor with the nicelt exactness. In¬ 
deed, the dexterity and jullnefs with which they managed this inftrument was won¬ 
derful ; but the operation mult evidently occafion a prodigious wafte of labour and 
wood. 

The gardens which belonged to the old palace built by Elizabeth, near the fpot where 
the prefent ftrufture was erecting, are flill retained ; they are of confiderable extent, 
and contained fome of the bell gravel walks I have feen fince my departure from Eng¬ 
land. In fome parts the grounds were laid out in a pleafihg and natural manner, but 
in general the old ityle of gardening prevailed, and prefented rows. of clipped yew- 
trees, long ftraight canals, and a profusion of prepoflerous ftatues. Hercules prefided 
at a fountain, with a retinue of gilded cupids, dolphins, and lamias; every little ftruc- 
ture was a pantheon, and every grove was haunted by Apollos and Dianas; but rhe 
principal deity in the place was a feriiale figure holding a cornucopia reverfed, which, 
inftead of dillributing as ufual, all kinds of fruit, grain, and flowers, poured out crowns, 
coronets, and mitres. The reign of thefe deities was however doomed to be fhort t 
under the aufpices of Catherine, all thefe inftances of grotefque talle will be removed, 
and give place to more natural ornaments. This palace and gardens occupy the ex- 

* Paul converted this palace into barracks for two tboufand men. 
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tremity of the fuburbs, within the compafs of the exterior rampart which encircles the 
whole town. 

We toon ceafed to be furprized that our carriage was provided with fix horfes, as 
nothing was more common than to meet the equipages of the nobility w f ith complete 
fets, driving merely about the ftreets of Mofcow. As the city is of fo large a compafs, 
many hackney cairiages are ftationed in the ftreets for conveying paflbngers to the dif¬ 
ferent quarters. Thefe vehicles are without tops, have moftly four wheels, and are 
provided either with a long bench, or one, two, or three feparate feats, like arm chairs, 
placed fide-ways: their fares arefo reafonable, that fervants occafionally ufe them upon 
errands to diftant parts of the city. The coachman generally drives at the rate of eight 
or nine miles an hour. 

September i. This morning we received a card of invitation from Count Ofterman, 
governor of Mofcow, to dinner for the 2ad of Auguft ; but as it was the ift of Sep¬ 
tember, our fervant who took the meffage, came laughing into the room, and informed 
us that we were invited to an entertainment that was part : he had endeavoured, he 
added to convince the meffenger of the miftake ; but the man infilled that the enfuhig 
day was the 22d of Auguft. It was indeed a natural miftake in our fervant, who did 
not know that the Ruffians ftill adhered to the old ftyle, and as he had pafled the 22d 
of Auguft in Lithuania, it is no wonder that he was furprized at finding it again fo foon 
at Mofcow, 

Until the reign of Peter the Great, the Ruffians began their year in September, and 
dated their sera from the creation of the world *, and not from the nativity of our Sa- 
.viour. In 1700, Peter inftituted a grand jubilee at Mofcow, and ordained that from 
that period the year fiiouid commence in January, and be computed from the Chriftian 
asra, according to the ftyle then in ufe in England. As a mark of veneration to his 
memory, no alteration has been made In the Ruffian calendar $ and Ruffia is the only 
European nation'which ftill retains the old ftyle. 1 

The fame morning we carried a letter of recommendation from Count Stackelberg 
the Ruffian Ambaffador at Warfaw, to Prince Volkonlki, governor of the province, who 
received us with great cordiality, and invited us to dinner, defiring us to confider his 
table as ours during our continuance at Mofcow. The Prince is in his fixty-feventh 
year, and recol lefts Peter the Great, whom he deferibed as fix-feet in height, ftrongand 
well made, with his head touching and awry, of a dark complexion, and a countenance 
continually fubjeft to diftortions; adding that he was generally dreffed in his green 
uniform, or a plain brown coat; was remarkable for the fmenefs of his linen, wore his 
lhort black hair without powder, and whifkers. The Prince amufed us with relatin-i- 
ieveral anecdotes of that great monarch, and among ft others, one which he received 
from Prince Mentchikof. 

r ,, Ai ) ter v t jl e baltle of Pultava, while his father Prince Volkonlki, was following 
Charles XII. with a corps of light horfe, an aid-de-camp brought an order from Maiu 
cnikof to halt: he obeyed, but difpatched a meffenger to acquaint the Prince that he 
was pmiuing the King of bweden with the faireit profpedt of overtaking him. Ment- 
chikot was greatly aftonifoed at this meflage, as no orders for dilcontinuing the purfuit 
had ifiued from him, and his fuppofed aid-de camp was never difeoveredr As Peter 
inftituted no inquiry concerning the perl'on who had probably prevented.the capture of 

* They reckoned alfo, according to the opinion of the Greeks, 5508 years, inftead of only 1161 from 
Ihe creation to the nativity* 3 
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his mcft formidable rival, it is fofpetted that (he ftratagem was contrived by himfelf, in 
order to avoid being embarrafled with a prifoner whom he would be unwilling either to 

releafe or detain long in captivity. ^ * 

Nothing can exceed the bofpitality of the Ruffians* "We never paid a morning vifit 
to any nobleman without being detained to dinner ; we alio conflantly received general 
invitations, but confidering them as mere compliments, were unwilling to intrude our- 
felves without further notice. We foon found, however, that the principal perfons of 
diffin^lion kept open tables, and were highly obliged by our reforting to them without 
ceremony. Prince Volkonfki in particular, having calually difeovered that we had dined 
the preceding day at the inn, politely upbraided us, repeating his afiurances that his 
table was ours, and that when we were not engaged, he fhouid always expeft us for his 
gueffs. Indeed the firongefl expreflions can fcarcely do juftice to the attention and 
kindnefs of this excellent nobleman; not content with admitting us to his table without 
form, he was anxious that our curipfity Ihould be gratified with the fight of every re¬ 
markable objeft at Mofcow, he ordered his aide-de-camp to accompany us to different 
parts of the city, and as we were extremely defirous to become acquainted with Muller, 
the celebrated hiflorian of this country, he invited him to meet us at dinner. 

Muller /peaks and writes the German, Ruffian, French, and Latin tongues with un¬ 
common fluency, and reads the Englifb, Dutch, Swedifh, Danifh, and Greek with 
great facility. His memory is ft ill fur prizing, and his accurate acquaintance wuh the 
minuted incidents of the Ruffian annals, almoft furpaffes belief. 

/it the conclufion of the dinner I had the pleafure of accompanying this eminent 
hiflorian to his houfe, and paffed feme hours in his library. He poffefles mofl of the 
books in the different languages of modern Europe which treat of Ruffia: the Englifh 
writers upon this country are far more numerous than I imagined. His collection of 
Rate papers and manuferipts is invaluable, and arranged in the exafteft order. 

Every lover of literature muft regret, that Muller, who is admirably qualified for the 
talk, and has already prepared the materials, has not favoured the public with a regular 
hiftory of Ruffia, and that on account of his advanced age, he mu El confign to others 
the ufe of thofe papers which he has fo diligently accumulated. He will, however, 
always be eonfidered as the great father of Ruffian hiftory, as well from the excellent 
fpecimens he himfelf has produced, as from the vaft fund of information which he be¬ 
queaths to future authors. 

Gerard Frederic Muller was born in 1705, at Herforden, in the circle of Weftphalia. 
He received the early part of his education under his father, Thomas Muller, redtor df 
Gymnafium ; in the feventeenth year of his age was removed to the univerfity of Rin- 
teln, and in the following year to Leipfic. Having greatly diflingnifhed himfelf by 
rapid advances in various branches of polite literature, in the twentieth year of his age, 
he was recommended to Peter the Great as a proper perfon to be appointed member of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences. He arrived at Peterfburg in November 1725, after 
the deniife of Peter; but was nominated by Catharine the Firft, adjunct to the Imperial 
Academy. He read !e£tures in thelatin tongue on hiflory and geography, and in 1730 
was appointed profeffor of hiflory, and member of the Imperial Academy. In the 
fame year he began his travels into Germany, Holland, and England, and during his 
refidence in London was chofen member of the Royal Society. Being deputed by the 
Emprefs Anne to explore the extreme parts of Siberia, and the peninfula of Kamtchatka, 
he iet out on the 8th of Augufl 1733, on this memorable expedition, in company with 
Steller, De Liile, the elder Gmelin, and Kralbeninikof. The indefatigable traveller 
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turned his principal attention to the hiftory, geography, antiquities, manners, and cuf- 
toms of the various people and hordes of Siberia. He compiled or corrected maps of 
the di It rids which he viilted, arranged the archives of the principal towns, and copied 
the molt important documents. 

The unremitting affiduity with which he continued his inquiries, brought on a nervous 
complaint, which prevented him from accompanying his fellow travellers ; and com¬ 
pelled him to demand his recal. Having obtained the Empress permiffion to return, 
lie faw his companions depart with regret; but afterwards recovering his health, was 
impelled by literary zeal to continue his travels into the extreme parrs of Siberia, not- 
witfiftanding the fatigue of the journey, through an inhofpitable country, and over 
almoft impaffable roads. He vifued Irkytlk, Okotfk, and even penetrated to Yakutlk, 
where he arrived in 1736. In examining the archives, he found the original account 
of the Ruffian voyages in the Frozen Ocean, and in the fea of Kamtchatka, and difeovered 
that in the .laft century, Ddlmef, a Ruffian navigator, had taken his departure from the 
river of Kovyma, failed along the Frozen Ocean, and doubled the north-eaflem promon¬ 
tory of Afia # j thus afeertaining a point which had long agitated the literary world, that 
the continents of Afia and America were feparated by the fea. This important dif- 
covery occafioned various attempts to difeover the north-we/tern coaft of America, and 
gave rife to the expedition of Captain Cook. 

After an abfence often years Muller returned to St. Peterfburgh in the beginning of 
1743 ; and was received by the Emprefs Elizabeth with great marks of diftinition. In. 
1747 he was appointed hittoriographer, and rector of the Imperial univerfity, received 
other promotions at St. Peterfburgh, and at length was appointed by the prefent Em¬ 
prefs, Councilor of State, and Keeper of the Archives at Mofcow f. 

His principal work is a Collection of Ruffian Hiftories, in nine volumes, and contains 
many curious and interefting articles: an account of the Ruffian annals, drawn from 
the Byzantine writers, from the ancient Sclavonian chronicles, and from Snorro Stur- 
fenfis, an hiftorian of Norway ; various details of the Calmuc Tartars, and Zaporavian 
Coffacs; the Commerce and Poffeffions of the Genoefe on the Coalts of the Black Sea, 
and at Azof; an account of the Ruffian and Chinefe Settlements on the river Amoor ; 
Hiftory and Commerce of Siberia; Hiflory of Rullia, from the reign of Boris Godunof 
to the acceffion of Michael Feodorovitch ; Remarkable Things in Afiatic Ruffia, and 
in Turkey in Afia; the Ruffian Trade to China ; Natural Hiftory of the Diftrifts be¬ 
tween the Don and Diepper ; Account of Novogorod, Dorparc, Pernau, and Riga. 

The third volume of lhis interefting work contains an “ Account of the Ruffian 
Voyages and Difcoveries along the Coafts of the Frozen Sea, and in the Eaftern Ocean 
towards Japan and America," from 1636 to the termination of Bering’s and Tchirikof’s 
expedition in 1742: to this publication I was greatly indebted for my account of the 
Ruffian difcoveries. 

To thefe jvorks the accurate and indefatigable writer fucceffively added many other 
valuable performances on fimilar fubjefts, both in the German and Ruffian languages, 
which elucidate the hiftory and topography of this vaft empire. 

* See Account of tlie Ruffian Difcoveries between Afia and America. - 

y The Emprefs purchafed his fine collection of books and manuferipts for 2,cocl, Thjs great patronefs 
of letters eonfigned alfo to him the charge of arranging and printing, at her expence, a collection of Kiribati 
Treaties, in the form oF Dumont's Corps Diplomatique ; but the death of the learned luiloriau prevented the 
completion. He died on the 16th of OAober, 17 is 3, in the feventy eighth year of his age ; Catharine, a 
droi t time before his death, honoured Mr. Muller with the order of St. Vladimir, and has tdtilied her rtfpeft 
to his memory hy ennobling his family. 

September 
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September 10. This day being fscred to Alexander Nevlki, a faint highly revered 
by the Ruffians, and in whofe honour an order of knighthood was inftituted by Peter 
the Great, was kept with great folemnity. Service was performed in the principal 
churches of Mofcow with all the pageantry peculiar to the Greek religion, and the Go¬ 
vernor of the province gave a fplendid entertainment, to which the principal nobility 
and clergy were invited. 

Alexander Nevfki, a name more refpe&able than moft of the faints who fill the Ruf¬ 
fian calendar, was fon of the Great Duke Yarollaf, and flourilhed in the beginning of 
the 13th century', at a period when his country was reduced to the utmoft extremity by 
a combination of formidable enemies. He repulled an army of Swedes and Teutonic 
knio-hts, and wounded the King of Sweden with his own hand on the bank of the 
Neva, from whence he obtained the appellation of Nevlki. He defeated the Tartars in 
feveral engagements, and delivered his country from a difgraceful tribute impbled by the 
fucceffors ot‘ Zinghis Khan. His life feems to have been almoft one continued feene of 
action; and he performed fuch almoft incredible ads of valour, as induced an ignorant 
and fuperftitious people to confider him as a fuperior being, and confecrate his memory. 
He died about the year 1262, at Gorodetz, near Nilhnei Novogorod. The great fupe* 
riority of his character was evinced, as well by vi&ories which diftinguilhed the Ruffian 
arms during his life, as by the numerous defeats which immediately took place on his 
deceafe. 

The morning of this anniverfary was ulhered in by the ringing of bells uncommonly 
loud; inceflant peals refounded in every quarter of the city, but more particularly in 
the Kremlin, which contains the principal churches and the Iargeft bells. At eleven 
we paid our refpects to Prince Volkonlkt, who, as governor of the province of Mofcow, 
had a levee: he wore the red ribbon of the order of St. Alexander, and received the 
compliments of the principal nobility and gentry. From the levee vre repaired to the 
cathedral of St. Michael, and were prefent at high mafs, performed by the Arch- 
bifliop of Roftof. The church being filled with an immenfe concourfe of people, we 
could not, without the utmoft difficulty, penetrate to the bottom of the fteps leading to 
the ffirine, from which the bilhop occafionally came forth to add refs the congregation. 
The confufion arifing from the croud, and the rapid fncceffion of various ceremonies, 
didrafted our attention, and rendered us incapable of diferiminating the different parts 
of the ferviee. We could only obferve in general a great difplay of pomp and fplen- 
douf, and many ceremonies fimilar to thofe deferibed on a former occafion, with the 
addition of others appropriated to the greater feftivals of the Ruffian church. 

At the conclufion of the ferviee, which laftod two hours, we returned to Prince Vol- 
konfki’s, where ninety perfons were affembled at an entertainment given in honour of 
the day: when the Archbifhop of Roftof entered the room, the Prince met him at 
the door, and kiffed his hand after the Prelate had made the fign of the crofs; 
he paid the fame mark of refpefl: to two other biffiops, and the greater part of the 
company fiicceffively followed the Prince’s example. Being prefented to the Arch¬ 
bifhop, t held a long converfation with him in the latin tongue, which he fpoke with 
great fluency. He appeared to be fenfible, well informed, and verfed in various branches 
of literature *. he had perufed the works of feverai of our beft divines, either originally 
written, or tranflated into Latin, and mentioned their compofitions with much approba¬ 
tion. I troubled him with feveral queflions relative to the ferviee of the Ruffian ctiurch, 
which he anhvered with great readinefs and condefcenfion. The biblc, he faid, is 
tranflated.into Sclavonian, the liturgy is written in that language, which is the mother 
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tongue of the Ruffian, and therefore the ftyle of the facred writings, though fomewhat 
obfolete, is under (food without much difficulty, even by the common people. 

- The clergy, he informed me, are divided into iecular and regular priefls ; the latter, 
from whom are chofen the dignitaries of the church, are not permitted to marry ; the 
feculars are the parifli priefls, and from a literal obfervation of St. Paul's precept, “ the 
hufband of one wife,” are required, as a qualification for orders, to marry ; and, in the 
fpirit of the fame tenet, are after the death of their wives deemed unfit for the facred 
function. The disqualification arifing from widowhood may, indeed, be healed by the 
Bifhop’s difpenfation *, but a fecund marriage irrecoverably divorces from the altar. 
The Archbilhop was politely continuing to acquaint me with many other circumflances 
peculiar to the ccclefiaftical eftablifhment, when the conversation was interrupted by a 
fummons to dinner. A fmall table in the corner of the \v it hd rawing.room, according 
to the cullom in this country', was previoufly covered with plates of caviare, red herring, 
bread, butter, and cheefe, and different forts of liqueurs, to which the company helped 
themfelves before they adjourned to dinner. 

About ninety perfons fat down to a fplendid entertainment. During the fecond 
courfe, a large glafs with a cover being brought to Prince Volkonfki, he flood up, de¬ 
livered the cover to the Archbifhop, who fat next him, filled the glafs with champagne, 
and drank the Einprefs’s health, which was accompanied with a difcharge of cannon. 
The Archbifhop followed his example, and the glafs was in like manner circulated round 
the table- The healths of the Great Duke, of the Great Duchels, and of their ion 
Prince Alexander, were then fucceffively loaded with the fame ceremonies; after which 
Count Panin arofe, and drinking a return of thanks to the mafter of the feaft, was joined 
by the whole company. When each toad was named by the Prince, all the perfons at 
table rofe out of refpeft, and remained Handing while he drank. 

During our flay at Mofcow we frequently experienced the hofpitality of Count 
Alexey Orlof, who, in the laft war with the Porte; commanded the Ruffian fleet in the 
Archipelago, and burnt the Turkifli armament in the bay of Tchefme, for which aftion 
he was honoured with the title of Tchefininfki. The cultom of conferring an additional 
name for the performance of fignal fervices to the country, was in imitation of the Ro¬ 
mans, ufually praftifed by Conllantine and his fucceflors the Greek Emperors, who 
reigned at Conltantinople. From that quarter it probably paffed to the Ruffians, who 
in the earlier times of their hidory gave fimilar appellations to fome of their illuftrious 
leaders. Thus the Great Duke Alexander was called Neviki for his victory over the 
Swedes near the Neva, and Demetrius Ivanovitch was denominated Doniki, for his con- 
qued of the Tartars upon the banks of the Don. This cuftoin,. which was long difcon- 
tinued, was revived by the prefent Emprefs. Marfhal Romanzof received the denomi¬ 
nation of Zadunaifki, for his victories louth of the Danube; Prince Dolgorucki that of 
Crimfki for his fuccefles in the Crimea; and Count Orlof this of Tcheiminfki, for the 
naval victory in the bay of Tchefme. 

The houfe'of Count Orlof is fituated at the extremity of one of the fuburbs, upon an 
elevated fpot, commanding a fine view of the vaft city of Mofcow and the neighbouring 
country ; many leparate buildings occupy a large traft of ground. The offices, flables, 
manege, and other detached ltruclures, are of brick; the foundation and lower 
flory of the dwelling-houfe are built with the fame material; but the upper part is of 

* t q g £neva l the fccular prieft, when a widower, is received into a monaftery. 
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wood % neatly painted of a green colour. We carried a letter of recommendation from 
Prince Staniflaus Poniatoufki, the King of Poland’s nephew, to the Count, who re¬ 
ceived us with great franknefs. and detained us at dinner : he defired us to lay afide all 
form, adding, that he was a plain man, had a high efteem for the Englifh nation, and 
fliould be happy to render us every fervice in his power during our flay at Mofcow. 
We had the pieaf'ure of dining feveral times with him, and always met with the mod 
polite reception. The Count teemed to live in the true ftyle of old Ruffian holpitality, 
and kept an open table, abounding with a great variety of Greek wines, which he 
brought from the Archipelago. One dith ferved on his plentiful board, was extremely 
delicious, and only inferior to our belt venifon; it was a quarter of an Aflracan ffieep, 
remarkable for the quantity and flavour of the fatf. 

There was malic during dinner, which generally made a part of the entertainment 
at the tables of the nobility. We obferved alfo another ufual inftance of parade; nu¬ 
merous retainers and dependents were intermixed with the fervants, but feldom affift 
ed in any menial office : they occafionally flood round their lord’s chair, and feeme 
greatly pleated whenever they were diftinguiflied by a nod or a fmile. In this tra’ 
was an Armenian, recently arrived from Mount Caucafus, who, agreeably to the ci 
tom of his country, inhabited a tent pitched in the garden, and covered with felt. 1 
drefs confided of a long loofe robe tied with a faffi, large breeches, and boots: 
hair was cut, in the manner of the Tartars, in a circular form; his arms were a poi 
ard, and a bow of butralo’s horn ftrung with the fioews of the fame anima^ He 
extremely attached to his mailer; and, when firft preferred, voluntarily took an 
of fealty, and lwore, in the true language of Eaftern hyperbole, to attack all the 
Count’s enemies ; offering, as a proof of fincerity, to cut off his own ears; he alfo 
wifhed that all the ficknefs, which at any time threatened his mafter, might be tranf- 
ferred to hiinfelf. He examined our clothes, and feemed delighted with pointing out 
the fuperioriry of his own drefs in the article of convenience : he threw himfelf into 
different attitudes with uncommon agility, and defied us to follow his example: he 
danced a Calmuc dance, which confided in {training every mufcle, and writhing the 
body into various contortions without ftirring from the fpot: he beckoned us into the 
garden, took great pleafure in fhewing us his tent and his arms, and fliot feveral arrows 
to an extraordinary height. We were (truck with the unartificial character of this 
Armenian, who feemed like a wild man juft beginning to be civilized. 

Count Orlof, who is fond of the manege, is efteemed to poffefs, though not the largeft, 
yet the fineft ftud in Ruffia, and he was fo obliging as to gratify our euriofity by convey¬ 
ing us to his country-houfe, at the diftance of fifteen miles from Mofcow. He conveyed 
us in his own carriage drawn by fix horfes, harneffed with ropes, and placed two in 
front, and four a-breaft in the hinder row; an empty coach with fix horfes, ranged 
-two by two, followed for parade. He was attended by four huflars, and the Armenian 
accoutred with his bow and quiver, who continually fhouted and waved his hand with 
the ftrongeft expreffions of tranfpon ; he occafionally galloped his horfe clofe to the 

* Wooden iioufes are by many perform in this country fnppofed to be warmer and more wholefemc than 
thofe of brick and ftone, which is the reafoo why feveral of t lie Ruffian nobility chufe that part of the houfe 
which they inhabit themfelves, to be conJlrufted with wood. 

( d>e court-yard 1 obferved feveral flicep of this fpecies ranging about the itables, fo perfeftly tame 
that they fuffered us to ftrokc them. They are almolt as large as fallow deer, but with much Ihorter legs ; 
they have no horns, long flowing ears, and in Head of tails, a large bunch of fat, fometimes weighing thirty 
pounds. Mr. Pennant has given an engraving of thcfe lheep in his Hiftory of Quadrupeds,' which he ha* 
accompanied with an accurate defeription. 
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carriage, then fuddenly Hopped and wheeled round to the right or left with great 
rapidity. 

In our route we palled fevera! large convents, furrounded, like many of the mo- 
naileries in this country, with walls of brick, bearing the appearance of fmall fortreffes; 
tve crofted the Moikva twice, and entered a circular plain of luxuriant pafture, in the 
midit of which rifes an infulated hill, with the Count’s lvoufe on the top. This feat 
commands a beautiful view of a circular plain, watered by the Moikva, and fkirted by 
gentle hills, whofe fides prefent a rich variety of wood, corn, and pafture. 

The greater part of the ftud was graz; g in the plain ; it con lifted of fine ftallions, 
and above fixty brood-mares, moil of .vhiji had foals. The colleffion was gleaned 
from the moft diilant quarters of the globe; from Arabia, Turkey, Tartary, Perfia, 
and England. The Count obtained the Arabians during his expedition in the Archi¬ 
pelago, tome asprefents from Ali-Bey, others by purchafe or conqueft from the Turks: 
amongft thefe he chiefly prized four horfes (two of which we had noticed in the ma¬ 
nege at Mofcow), of the true Cochkan breed, fo much eileemed in Arabia, and feldotn 
feen out of their native country. 

The Count, after politely attending us to the ftud and about the grounds, regaled us 
•with a moil elegant entertainment, at which his vivacity lent charms to his fpiendour 
and hofpitality. On our return to Mofcow, we made a circuit to a fmall village fix 
miles from the capital, where a villa was erecting for the Emprefs, called Tzaricino, 
confifting, befides the principal building, of eight or ten detached ftru&ures in the 
Gothic tafte, which were prettily diiperfed among the plantations. The fituation is 
romantic, a riling ground backed with wood, and a large piece of water embracing the 
foot of the hill. _ 

I cannot forbear to mention in this place an act of almoft Eaftern magnificence, 
which this vifit afterwards occafioned. One morning in the enfuing winter, at Peterfe 
burgh, one of the fineft among the Arabian horfes, which Lord Herbert had greatly 
admired, was fent to him, accompanied with the following note : 

<e My Lord, 

« I obferved that this horfe pleafed you, and therefore delire your acceptance of 
him. I received him as a prefent from Ali-Bey. He is a true Arabian of the Goch- 
lean race, and in the late war was brought by the Ruffian Ihips from Arabia to me 
while I was in the Archipelago. I wilh he may be as ferviceable to you as he has been 
to me; and I remain, with efteem, your obedient fervant, 

“ Count Alexey Orlof Tchesmineki.” 

At the clofe of an entertainment, which the Count gave us at Mofcow, he intro¬ 
duced us to the fight of a Ruffian boxing-match, which is a favourite diverfiofl among 
the common people. We repaired to the manege, where we found about three hun¬ 
dred peafants affembled. They divided Into two parties, each of which chofea chief,who 
called out the combatants,and pitted them againfl each other: only a Angle pairwas allow¬ 
ed to engage at thefatne time. They did not ftrip, and had on thick leathern gfoveswith 
thumb pieces, but with no reparations for the fingers. From the ftift'nefsof the leather they 
could fcarcely double their fills, and many of them ftruck open-handed. Their attitudes 
were different from thole uied by boxers in England: they advanced the left foot and 
fide, ftretched the left arm towards the adverfary to repel his blows, and kept the right 
arm Twinging at fome diftance from the other. They generally ftruck in a circular di¬ 
rection at the face and head, never attacked the brealt or fides, and feemed to have no 
notion of aiming a blow directly forwards. When any combatant felled his antagonist 
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he was declared viclor, and the con tell ceafed. During our flay we witnefied about 
twenty fucceffive combats. Some of the men were of vaft flrengtH ; but their mode of 
fighting prevented mifchtef: nor did we perceive any of thofe contufions and fra&ures 
in which boxing-matches in England frequently terminate. Both parlies were highly 
intefefled in favour of their refpedlive champions, and feemed at times inclined to en¬ 
ter the lilts in their lupport; but the firft appearance of difpute, or growing heat, was 
checked by the Count, who acted as mediator: a kind word, or even a nod from him, 
inflantly compofed all differences. "When he appeared defirous to put an end to the 
combats, they humbly requelled his permifTion to honour them with his prefence a 
little longer; upon his aifent they bowed their heads to the ground, and feemed as 
pleafed as if they had received the higheft favour. The Count is greatly beloved by 
bis peafants, and their Item countenances melted into the moft affeQionate foftnefs at 
his approach. 

We made an agreeable excurfion to Mikaulka, the villa of Count Peter Panin, a 
Ruffian nobleman of the firft diftinftion, who fignalized himfelfin the late war againft 
the Turks, by the capture of Bender, and more recently by the defeat of the rebel 
Pugatehef. The villa is fituated at the di(lance of fix miles from Mofcow, in the rnidft 
of a large foreft. The Count originally purpofed to raife a grand edifice of brick, after 
a defign of his late wife; but on her death abandoned this project, and contented him- 
felf with a comfortable wooden houfe at the extremity of his grounds, which he fir ft 
erefted only as a temporary habitation. His offices, ftables, coach hordes, dog ken¬ 
nels, lodgings for huntfmen and other menial fervants, form two long rows of detached 
wooden buildings, all with uniform fronts neatly painted. The grounds are agreeably 
laid out in the Ryle of Englifli parks, with gentle dopes, fpacious lawns of the fineft ver¬ 
dure, fcattered plantations, and a large piece of water fringed with wood. 

We could not avoid feeling extreme fatisfadlion at obferving that the Englifh ftyle of 
gardening had penetrated even into thefe diftant regions. The Englifh tatle, indeed, 
can difplay itfelf in this country to great advantage, where the parks are extenfive, and 
the verdure, during the Ihort fummer, uncommonly beautiful. Moft of the Ruffian 
nobles have gardeners of our nation, and refign themfelves implicitly to their direction. 
The Count, who is fond of country diverfions, had a pack of hounds chiefly of the Eng¬ 
lifli breed, conlifling of an indiferiminate mixture of harriers, flag and tox-hounds, fe* 
lected without regard to lize or fpecies. With this fame pack he hunted wolves, deer, 
foxes, and hares. He poffeffed likewife a fine breed of Ruffian greyhounds, in high 
eftimation for their fwiftnefs j they are fliaggy and wire-haired, and fome are taller than 
the largeft breed of Newfoundland dogs. 

The Count entertained us with a moft fumptuous dinner: we were particularly ftruclc 
with the quantity and quality of the fruit in the defert: pines, peaches, apricots, grapes, 
pears, cherries, which can rarely in this country be obtained without the affiftance of 
hot-houfes, were ferved in the greateil profufion *. There was a delicious fpecies of 
fmall melon, which was fent by land carriage from Aftracan to Mofcow, though at the 
diftance of a thoufand miles f. One inftanceof elegance which diftinguiflied the defert, 
and had a pleafing effedt, muft not be omitted : at the upper and lower end of the 


* Since my departure from Ruflia, horticulture has been confiderably improved. According to Rltcher, 
in lus Sketch of Mofcow, pines are reared in great abundance in the hot-hoafes about Mofcow, and may 
be purchased for a rouble a piece. I am alfo informed, by an ingenious Dutch gentleman, lately arrived, 
from Rullia, that in the country houfe of Prince Gallitzin, he faw grapes nearly ripe in the open air. 

. f Phefe melons fometimes coll five pounds a pitce, and at other times they may be purchafed it> the 
markets of Mofcow for lefs than half a crown a piece. 
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table were placed two china vafes containing cherry-trees in full leaf, and fruit hanging 
on the boughs, which was gathered by the company, We obferved alfo in the dcfert 
a curious fpecies of apple, which is not uncommon in the neighbourhood of Mo [cow ; 
it is fomewhat larger than a golden-pippen, of the colour and tranfparency of pale am¬ 
ber, and has an exquifite flavour; the Ruffians call it Navlnich. The tree thrives in 
the open air without particular attention to culture, but degenerates in other countries; 
the flips and feed, planted in a foreign foil, have hitherto produced only a common fort 
of apple, but never the tranfparent fpecies. 

In returning from Mikaulka. we paffed clofe to the villa of Count .Razomouftii.Het¬ 
man of the Ukraine, which had more the refetnblance of a little town than a country 
Iioufe. It confided of forty or fifty buildings of different fizes; fame of brick, others 
of wood ; fame painted, and others plain. The Count maintains his guard, a numerous 
train of retainers, and a large band of muficians. The Ruffian nobles difplay a great 
degree of grandeur and magnificence in their houfes, domeftics, and way of living. 
Their palaces at and near Mofcow are fl upendous piles of building, and I am informed 
that their man (ions, at a di fiance frcm Mofcow and Peteritburg, are upon a ft ill grander 
fcale ; where they refide as independent princes, like the feudal barons in early times, 
have their feparate courts of juftice, and govern their vaffals with almoft unlimited 
fvvay, 

I did not expe<£t to .find in this northern climate a kind of VauxhalL Ir is fituared at 
the furtheft extremity of the fuburbs in a fequeftered fpot, which has more the appear¬ 
ance of the country than of a town. We entered by a covered way into the gardens, 
which were fplendidly illuminated. There was an elegant rotunda for a promenade, 
either in cold or rainy weather, and feveral apartments for tea or fupper. The entrance 
money was four fhillings. The proprietor is an Englifliman, whole name is Mattocks, 
The encouragement he met wkh from the natives on this occafion enabled him to en¬ 
gage in conftrutting at a great expence, a brick theatre, and, as an indemnification, he 
obtained from the Emprefs an exclufive patent for all plays and public mafquerades, 
during ten years from the time of its completion. 

The finefoview of Mofcow is from an eminence about four or five miles from the 
town, of which I have forgotten the Ruffian name, but its fignification in lEnglifh is 
. Sparrow hill: upon this eminence were the ruins of a large palace built by Alexey Mi* 
chaetovitch. Upon our return we (lopped at Vafdiofiki, the villa of Prince Doigo- 
^rucki, which (lands upon the brow of the fame hill. Beneath the Mofkva, which is 
"here broader than ufual, expands into a femicircle, at fome diftance; and the vaft city 
of Mofcow snakes a foperb and magnificent appearance : the houfe is a large wooden 
building, to which we afcended by three terrafles The prefent poffeffor is prince Dol- 
gorucki Crimfiri, who diftinguifhed himfeif by his victories over the Turks in the Cri- 
.mea, and by the conqueft of that peninfula. The models of feveral fortreffes which he 
befieged and took, are placed in the gardens, among which I particularly remarked 
thofe of Yenikale, Kerfch, and Precop. 

In traverfing the apartments, the various reverfes of fortune which befell the family 
of Dolgorucki, occurred forcibly to my recolleftioa ; efpecially when 1 furveyed the 
portrait of the Princefs Catharine Dolgorucki, whofe adventures, fo pathetically defcribed 
by Mrs. Vigor*, afforded one of the moft affecting (lories in the annals of hi (lory. 
That unfortunate Princefs, tom from the perfon (he loved, was betrothed againft her 
.inclination to the Emperor Peter II. On his deceafe (he became a momentary fove* 


* Letters from Ruffia by a Lady. 
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reign ; but was aim oft as taftanrly hurried from the palace to a dungeon, where the 
kmguifhed during the whole reign of the Emprefs Anne* Being releafed upon the 
acesflion of Elizabeth, fhe married Count Bruce, and died without ifllie* 


Chap. III.— Number of Churches in Mtfcow*—Their ouHuard StruBurc.—Interior Di- 
vijions,—Wo rfhip of painted Images.—Defer iption of an enormous Belt.—Principal Build« 
mgs in the Kremlin.—Ancient Palace.—Convent ofTfchudof—Nunnery of Viefntmtjkoi. 
—Cathedral of St. Michael—Tombs and Characters of the Tzars.■—Genealogical Tables 
of the Ruffian Sovereigns* 

THE places of divine worfhip at Mofcow are exceedingly numerous, and exclufive 
of chapels, there are four hundred and eighty-four* public churches, of which one 
hundred and ninety-nine are of brick, and the others of wood ; the former are com¬ 
monly fluccoed or whitewaftted, the latter painted of a red colour. 

The molt ancient churches are generally fquare buildings, with a cupola and four fmall 
domes f, fome of copper or iron built, others of iron tinned, either plain or painted green. 
Thefe cupolas and domes are for the molt part ornamented with croffes entwined with 
thin chains or wires; each crofs has two tranfverfe bars the upper horizontal, the 
lower inclining, which, according to the opinion of many Ruffians, is fuppofed to be 
the form of the real crofs, and that our Saviour was nailed to it with his arms in a ho¬ 
rizontal pofition, and one of the legs higher than the other. I frequently obferved a 
crefcent under the lower bar, the meaning of which no one could explain §. 

The infrde of the church is moflly compofed of three pans; that called by the Greeks 
TTjovaw, by the Ruffians Trapeza \ the body; and the fan&uary or flirine. 

In the body of the church are frequently four fquare and maffive piers, which fup- 
port the cupola: thefe piers, as well as the walls and cielings, are painted with nu¬ 
merous reprefentations of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and different faints. Many 
of the figures are enormoufiy large, and executed in the rudeft manner, fome are 
daubed upon the bare walls; others upon large maffive plates of filver or brafs, or en- 
ciofed in frames of thefe metals. The head of each figure is invariably decked with a 
glory, which is a maffive femicircle, refembling an horfe-Oioe, of brafs, filver, or gold, 
and fometimes compofed almofl entirely of pearls and precious Rones. Some of the 
favourite faints are adorned with filkcn drapery faftened to the walls, and Rudded with 
jewels; fome are painted upon a gold ground, and others are wholly gilded but the 
face and hands. Towards the extremity of the body of the church is a flight of Reps 

* According to Heym, in 1793* Mofcow contained twenty-two convents, nine cathedrals, and three 
hundred and twenty-fix churches. 

f The church of the Holy Trinity, fometimes called the Church of Jemfalem, which (lands in the KHi* 
taigorod, clofeto the gate leading into the Kremlin, has a kind of high Itceple and nine or ten domes j it was 
built in the reign of Ivan VafitUevitch II. An engraving of that, as well as fome of the mote antient 
churches, may be feen in Olearius and Le Brun's Travels. 

X I am here defcribmg the mod antient churches; the modern erodes over thefe of St. Peteifburgh arc 
mo Illy fin gle. 

5 Hr. King ingenioufly accounts for the crefcent. “ Some churches have a crefcent tinder the crofs; 
for when the Tartars* to whom Mufcovy was f objected two hundred years, converted any of the churches 
into mofques For the ufe of their own religion, they fixed the crefcent* the badge of Mahometamfm, upon 
them ; and when the Grand Duke Ivan Bafilovitch had delivered his country irom the Tartar yoke* and 
redo red thofe edifices to the ChiifUan worihip, he lefc the crefcent remaining* and planted a crofs upon it. 
as a mark of its viftory over its enemy.” Rites and Ceremonies of the Greek Church, p* 23, 
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leading to the (brine ; and between thefe (teps and the fhrme is ufually a platform, upon 
which the officiating tninifter (lands and performs part of the fervice. 

The (hrine or fanciuary is divided from the body of the church by the hconojlas , or 
fkreen, generally the part the moll richly ornamented, and on which the molt holy pic¬ 
tures are painted or hung *. In its centre are the folding, called the holy, royal, or 
beautiful doors, which lead to the lhrine, within which is the holy table, a Dr. King 
well deferibes it, “ with four fmall columns to fupport a canopy over it: from which a 
ferifterim , or dove, is fufpended, as a fymbol of the Holy Ghoft ; upon the holy table 
the crofs is always laid, and the Gofpel, and the pyxis, or box, in which a part of the 
eonfecrated elements is preferved, for vifiting the fick or other purpofes f.” 

It is contrary to the tenets of the Greek religion to admit a carved image within the 
churches, in conformity to the prohibition of Scripture, “Thou (Irak not make to thy- 
felf a graven image,” &c. By not confidering the prohibition as extending to repre- 
fentatmns by painting, the Greek canonifts, while they follow the letter, depart from 
the fpirit of the commandment, which pofitively forbids us to worfliip the likenefs of 
any thing under whatever form, or in whatever manner it may be delineated. 

Over the door of each church is the portrait of the patron faint, to which the com¬ 
mon people pay homage as they pafs, by taking off their hats, eroding themfelves, and 
occafionally touching the ground with their heads j a ceremony which I often faw them 
repeat nine or ten times in fucceffion. 

Before I clofe the general defeription of the Ruffian churches, I rauft not forget their 
Bells, which form, I may almoft fay, no inconfiderable part of divine worfhip ; as the 
length or (hortnefs of their peals afeertains the greater or leffer fanftity of the day. 
They are hung in belfreys-detached from the church, and do not fwing like our bells, 
but are fixed immoveably to the beams, are rung by a rope tied to the clapper, and 
pulled fideways. Some of thele bells are of a (tupendous fize : one in the beifrey of 
St, Ivan’s church weighs three thonfand five hundred and fifty-one Ruffian poods, or 
one hundred and twenty-feven thoufand eight hundred and thirty-fix Engliih pounds. 
It has always been efteemed a meritorious aft of religion to prefent a church with bells, 
and the piety of the donor has been meafured by their magnitude. According to this 
mode of edimation, Boris Godunof,. who gave a bell of two hundred and eighty-eight 
thoufand pounds to the cathedral of Mofcow, was the molt pious fovereign of Ruffia, 
until he was furpaffed by the Emprefs Anne, at whofe expence a bell was cad, weigh¬ 
ing four hundred and thirty two thoufand pounds, which exceeds in bignefs every bell 
in the known world. The fize is fo enormous, that I could fcarcely have credited the 
account of its magnitude had I not myfelf afeertained the dimenfions. The height is 
nineteen feet, circumference at the bottom fixty-three feet eleven inches, greateft thick- 
nefs twenty-three inches J. The beam to which this vaft machine was faltened, being 
accidentally burnt, the. bell fell down, and a fragment was broken off towards the 
bottom, which left an aperture large enough to admit two perfons abreaft without 
(looping. 

Our inn being clofe to the walls of Kremlin, I had frequent opportunities of examining 
the principal buildings. 

* “ On the north fide oF the royal doors tlie piflure of the Virgin is always placed, and that of Jcfus on 
the fouth; next to which is that of the fa'nt to whom the church is dedicated ; the fiuiation of the reft is 
icdifferent. Candles or lamps are ufually fufpended before the images of Jefus and the Virgin, and feveral 
others, and fomttimes kept perpetually horning.” Dr. King on the Greek church, p. ag. ; to which hook 
I would refer the reader. 

| King on the Greek church, p. 26. 

| Mr. Hanway, in his Travels, has given an accurate defeription and engraving of this bell. 
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The palace, Inhabited by the antient Tzars, Hands at the extremity of the Kremlin. 
Part of this palace is old, and continues in the fame ftate in which it was built under 
Ivan Vaflilievitch I. The remainder has been fucceffively added at different intervals 
without any plan, and in various ftyles of architefture, which has produced a motley 
pile of building, remarkable for its incongruity. The top is thickly fe£ with numerous 
little gilded fpires and globes ; and a large portion of the front is decorated with the 
arms of all the provinces which compofe the Ruffian empire- The apartments are in 
general exceedingly fmall, excepting one fingle room, called tlfe council-chamber, in 
which the antient Tzars ufed to give audience to foreign ambaffadors, and which has 
been repeatedly deferibed by feveral Englifh travellers, who vifited Mofcow before the 
Imperial refidence was transferred to Peterfburgh, The room is large and vaulted, and 
has in the centre an enormous pillar of ftone, which fupports the deling *. 

This palace, in w hich the Tzars formerly held their courts in all the fplendour of 
Eaftern pomp, was once efteemed by the natives an edifice of unparalleled magnificence ; 
fmee the modern improvements in arcbitedure, it is far furpaffed by the ordinary man- 
fions of the nobility, and by no means calculated even for the temporary refidence of 
the fovereign f. 

In this palace Peter the Great was born in 1^72; an event here mentioned, not only 
becaufe it is remarkable in the annals of this country, but becaufe the Ruffians them- 
felves were, till lately, unacquainted with the birth-place of their favourite hero. That 
honour was ufually aferibed to Columna, which, on that fuppofition, has been pro¬ 
fanely flyled the Bethlehem of Ruffia j but the judicious Muller has unqueftionably 
proved, that the Imperial palace of Mofcow was the place of Peteris nativity +. I ivas 
greatly difappointed that we could not view that part of the palace called the treafury,, 
The keeper being lately dead, the door was fealed up, and could not be opened until a 
fucceffor was appointed. Befide the crown, jewels, and royal robes, ufed at the coro¬ 
nation of the fovereign, this repofitory contains feveral curiofities which relate to and 
ill u ft rate the biftory of this country. 

There are two convents in the Kremlin j one a nunneij, and the other a monaftery 
for men, called Tchudof. It is well known in the Ruffian hiflory as the place in which 
the Tzar Vaflili Shuiiki was confined (1610) after his depofition, and from whence he 
was conveyed into Poland, where he only exchanged one prifcn for another {till more 
dilmal, and fell a vicKm to his own difappointment and chagrin, as well as to the iil 
treatment of the Poles. We are naturally led to compaffionate the fate of a depofed 
monarch, who dragged on a miferable exigence amidft the horrors of perpetual im« 
prifonment y but the black ingratitude of Vaffili Shuiiki towards Demetrius, his fove¬ 
reign and benefactor, almoft extinguifhes our fenfe of his calamities. For even if the 
perfon whoaffiumed the name of Demetrius was an importer, Shuiiki, when condemned 
for high treafon to an ignominious death, was indebted to him for his pardon $ an aft 
of clemency ill requited by the depofition and murder of his benefaftor §. 

The nunnery called Viefnovitfkoi, was founded in 1393 by Eudoxia, wife of the Great 
Duke Dmitri Ivanovitch Donlki, who was canonifed and interred under the altar- The 
abbeis politely accompanied us over the convent, and pointed out every objed worthy 

* * l The roof of the audience chamber was arched and fupported by a great pillar in the middle.” Lord 
Carlifie*s EmbafTy, p 1.19. In the Feail which Alexey Michadovitch gave to the Eatl of Carl!fie* this 
great pillar was adorned with a wonderful variety of gold and filver vefTels, p, 292. 

f The Emperor Paul ordered this venerable feat of the Ruffian monarchy to be rdtored and fitted up as 
3 manfion for himfelf and family. 

See Jomn St. Pet. $ See Chap. j t 
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of attention. She fil'd conduced us to the principal chapel, which contains the tombs 
of leveral Tzar;nas and Princefles of the Imperial family. The tombs referable Hone 
coffins laid on the floor, and ranged in rows; foiue were inclafed with brafs, and others 
with iron balluftrades, but the greater number had no didinftion of this fort. Each fe- 
pulchre was covered with a p.ill of crimfon or black velvet, ornamented with an em¬ 
broidered crofs, and edged with a border of gold and filver lace; over thefe, on great 
fedivals, are laid other coverings of gold and filver tifiue, richly ftudded with pearls and 
precious Hones. The abbefs obligingly prefented me with a MS. Ruffian account of 
the Princefles interred in the church. Having examined the repofitories. of the dead, ■ 
and furveyed the rich vedments of the prieds, and the figures of various hints painted 
on the walls, the abbefs invited us to her apartment. She led the way, and at the top 
of the Hairs, as we entered the anti-chamber, druck the floor two or three blows with 
her ivory-handled cane ; when a chorus of twenty nuns received us with hymns, which 
they continued finging as long as we Raid ; the melody was not unplea ling. In an ad¬ 
joining room tea was ferved to the company, and a table was plentifully fpread with 
pickled herrings, llices of fait fifh, cheele, bread, butter, and cakes; champagne and 
liqueurs were prefented by the abbefs herfelf. After partaking of thefe refrefhments, 
we attended the abbefs through the apartments of the nuns, many of whom were em¬ 
ployed in embroidering facerdotal habits for the Archbifhop of Mofcow, and then took 
our leave. 

The nuns wore a long robe of black duff, black veils, black forehead-cloth, and 
black wrappers under the chin; the abbefs was diftinguilhed by a robe of black fills. 
Meat is prohibited, and the nuns live chiefly upon fiffi, eggs, and vegetables. In other 
refpefts the order is not rigid, and they are allowed to pay occafional vifits in the town, 

I have already had occafion to mention the great number of churches contained in 
this city. The Kremlin is not without its fliare; in a fmall compafs I counted eight 
almod contiguous to each other. Two of thefe churches, St. Michael’s, and the Af- 
fumption of the Virgin Mary, are remarkable; the one being the place where the fove- 
reigns were formerly interred, and the other where they are crowned. Thefe edifices 
are both in the fame ftyle of architecture; and were probably condrufled by Solario of 
Milan, who built the walls of the Kremlin. Though the architect was obliged to con¬ 
form his plan to the ftyle of ecclefiaftical buildings which prevailed in Ruffia; yet their 
exterior form is not inelegant, although it is an oblong fquare, and too high in propor¬ 
tion to the breadth. 

In the cathedral of St. Michael I viewed the tombs of the Ruffian fovereigns. The 
bodies are not, as with us, depofited in vaults, or beneath the pavement, but are en¬ 
tombed in raifed fepulchres, molUy of brick, in the fhape of a coffin, and about two feet 
in height. When I vifited the cathedral, the mod antient were covered with palls of red 
cloth, others of red velvet, and that of Peter II. with gold tifiue *, bordered with filver 
fringe and ermine. Each tomb has at its lower extremity a fmall filver plate, bearing 
the name of the deceafed fovereign, with the sera of his death. 

From the time that Mofcow became the Imperial refidence to the clofe of the fix- 
teenth century, all the Tzars have been interred in this cathedral; except Boris Godu- 
nof, whofe remains are depofited in the convent of the Holy Trinity f; the Tzar, under 
the name of Demetrius+, who was dedroyed in a tumult, and Vaffili Shuilki, who died 
in captivity at Warfaw. 

* On great fcftivals all the fepulchres are covered with rich palls of gold or filver brocade, ftudded with 
pearls and jewels. 

f See Chap. 6. J Sec Chap. 7. 
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The tomb of Ivan Vaffilievitch I., juflly efteemed the founder of Ruffian greatnefs, 
claimed my principal attention. At his acceffion to the throne, in -462, Ruffia: formed 
a collection of petty principalities, engaged in perpetual wars with each other, fome 
nominally fubje& to the Great-duke of Mofcow, and all, with that monarch himfelf, 
tributary to the Tartars*. Ivan, in the courfe of a long and profperous reign, gave 
a new afpecl to the Ruffian affairs: he annexed to his dominions the duchies of Tver 
and other neighbouring principalities, fubdued Novogorod, and, what was ftill more 
glorious and beneficial, he refeued this Country from the Tartar yoke, and refufed the 
payment of the ignominious tribute exacted from his predeceffors. He had no fooner 
delivered Ruffia front this dependence, than his alliance was courted by many Euro¬ 
pean fovereigns; and during his reign Mofcow faw, for the firft time, ambafladors 
front the Emperor of Germany, the Pope, the Grand-fignor, the Kings of Poland and 
Denmark, and the Republic of Venice. 

The talents of this able Monarch were not confined to military atchievementst Ruf- 
fia was indebted to him for the improvement of her commerce, and for opening a more 
ready communication with the European nations. Under his aufpices, the know¬ 
ledge of gunpowder and the art of calling cannon were firft brought into Ruffia by 
Ariftotle of Bologna t. He employed the fame artift J, as well as other foreigners, 
to recoin the Ruffian money, hitherto disfigured by Tartar inscriptions ; he engaged, at 
a vaft ex pence, Italian artifts to enclofe the Kremlins of Mofcow and Novogorod with 
walls of brick, and to erect feveral churches and other public ftruftures with the fame 
materials §. For bis various civil and military Cervices he defervedly required the 
name of Great. Ivan is deferibed as a perfon of gigantic ftature, and ferocious afpefit. 
His manners and deportment, ftrongly infefted with the barbarifrn of his age and coun¬ 
try, were fomewhat foftened and poliffied by the example of his fecond wife Sophia ||, 
a Grecian Princefs of confummate beauty and winning addrefs, who to all the fofter 
graces of her fex added a manly fpirit -, and who, while file infufed into her hufband 
a tafte for the arts of peace, animated him to thofe glorious enterprizes which tended 
to the aggrandizement of his country. 

Ivan the Great died in 1505, in the fixty-feventh year of his age: on each fide of 
his remains are depofited thofe of his father Vafili Vaffilievitch, furnamed T he Blind *j[; 

•The fervitude of the Great-duke will appear from a paflage in Cromer, the Polifh hiftorian. 
“ "Whenever the Tartar ambafladors were fern to Mofcow, in order to colleft the acctiftomed tribute, the 
Great-duke ufed to meet them, and offer, as a mark of ht3 refpett, a cup of mare’s milk ; and if a drop 
chanced to fall upon the mane of the horfc, on ■which the Tartar ambaflador was fitting, he would himfeif 
lick it up. When they reached the hall of audience, the ambafiadors read the Khan’s letter, feated upon 
a carpet of the choice!! furs, while the Great-duke with his nobles knelt, mid Jiltened in refpe&fd filenee.” 
Cromer, 1 . xxix. p. 647. f Bacluneifter’s Effai fur laBib.de Petetf. p. 2ti. J PoflVvinus. 

j A vail effort in thofe barbarous times, and which defervts to be mentioned, becaufe at his acceffion 
to the throne alrnoft all the buildings of Mofcow were of wood. 

I] Sophia was daughter of Thomas Paktologus, brother of Conftantine, the laft Grecian Emperor, 
who loll his life when Conftantinople was taken by the Turks in 14(1. Soon after that event Sophia re¬ 
paired to Rome with her father, where they lived tinder the protection of the Pope, who is faid to have 
cegociated her marriage with the Great-duke, and even to have bellowed her porlion. in hopes..of pro¬ 
curing, through her influence, great advantages to the Roman Catholic religion ir. Ruffia. But tbefe 
hopes were frullrated ; for Sophia, on her marriage in 14^2, embraced the Greek religion. She encou¬ 
raged her hufband in fhaking off the Tartar yoke, and probably affifled him in procuring the abk-lt archi¬ 
tects from Italy. See Herberllein, in Rer, Mof. Comm, p 7. alfo Pau Jovii de Leg- Mof—Ibid p- 129. 

He received the appellation of The Blind, becaufe his eyes had been put out by order of his uncle, 
who, having formerly depofed him, praftiled this cruel expedient to dikjUatify him from re-a f-ending the 
throne. He was afterwards, however, rein Hated in the fuvtreignty by the affection of his fub]e£fs. 
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and of his foil Vafili Ivanovilch, who fucceeded him iy the throne, and expired in 
15^3. 

In a fmall chapel adjoining to tliefe tombs is the fepulchre of Ivan Vaffilie- 
vitch II, *, fon and fucccffor of Vaffili Ivanovitch. This Sovereign is branded 
by many writers with the name of tyrant, and reprefented as the mol- odious monfter 
that ever diigraced human nature. In delineating, however, his general character, 
they are lometimes guilty of fallehood t, and often of exaggeration ; and feein totally 
to forget many great qualities which he certainly poffefied. Though we fhould not 
give implicit credit to many idle reports of his favagenefs and inhumanity, yet it would 
be equally abiurd, and contrary to hUtorical evidence, to deny or attempt to apologife 
for many cruelties J actually committed by this monarch, who, like Peter the Great, 
did not reckon clemency among the number of his virtues. 

But while we regard the ferocity of his temper with abhorrence, we cannot refill Pe the 
tribute of admiration to his political character. He railed the fuperftm&ure of the 
Ruffian grandeur, of which his grandfather laid the foundation. Iallead of a defultory 
militia, collected in halle, and always impatient to dilband, he inftituted a (landing 
army; he abolifhed the ufe of the bow, hitherto the principal weapon among the Ruf¬ 
fians ; he trained them to fire-arms, and introduced a more regular difcipline. By 
means of this formidable body, he extended his dominions on all fides, conquered the 
kingdoms of Cafan and Ailracan, and rendered the Ruffian name rcfpe&able to the 
diftant powers of Europe. He gave to his fubje&s the firft code of written laws; he 
invited foreign artifts § to Mofcow, introduced printing into Ruflia, promoted com¬ 
merce, and regulated the duties of export and import ; he permitted Englifli merchants 
-to eftabliih factories within his dominions, and, with a liberality not always practifed 
by more enlightened fovereigns, granted to them the free exercife of their religion : 
lie had even formed the defign, which death alone prevented, of initialling various femi- 
naries for the cultivation of the Latin and German languages. 

Ivan Vaflilievitch II. died in 1584, in an agony of grief at the death of his eldeft 
fon Ivan, whofe remains are placed contiguous to thole of his father. Hiftorians have 
recorded, that this Prince received his death from the perfon to whom he was indebted 
for his life, by an unfortunate blow on the temple. The enemies of the Tzar imputed 
this melancholy cataftrophe to defign; while his apologifts ftrenuodly laboured to re- 

* Called, by the English writers, John Bafilovltz, 

^ Thus fame writers affert, that when he walked out, or made a progrefs through his own dominions, 
if he met any one whofe mien dffpleafed him, he would command his head to be ft ruck off, or d (i it him, 
fclf. Others as abfurdly relate, that he would order bears to be let loofe upon a crowd of people af- 
icmbled in the ft reels of Mofcow, and diverted himfelf with the cries and agonies of the perform devoured 
by thofe ferocious animals. Oleanus informs us, that Ivan wantonly commanded the eyes of the archi- 
Ted, who built the church of the Holy Trinity at Mofcow, to he put out, that he might never contlrucl 
any building of fuperior beauty. Thefe incredible tales confute themfelves; but the following charge we 
are able to contradict from our own hiftory. Ivan is faid to have ordered the hat of the Engli/h ambaf- 
iador. Sir Jerome Bowes, to be nailed to his head, becaufe he refilled to take it off rn his pretence. 
This report was occafioncd by the exaggerated account of a mifunderftanding between the Tzar and Sir 
Jerome Bowes, which is related in the ambaffador's difpalches* Hackluyt’s Collection of Voyages, vol. i* 
p. 460, See. 

J Inftances of which tbe reader will find in the 6th chap, of this book, and the zd of book iv, 

j Above three bundled artifts of all profeffions, namely, painters, fculptors, architects, watch-makers, 
bell-founders, miners, armourers, ftatloners, mafons, See* already arrived at Lubec in their way to Mof¬ 
cow, but were prevented from proceeding by the intrigues of the inhabitants of Lubec, and the natives 
of Livonia* See Bachmeifter*s Effai fur la Bib. See. p. ^ 
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prerent it as merely accidental. On weighing thefe difcordant acc'oums with impar¬ 
tiality > it appears, that the blow was either cafual, or, if defigned to chaftife, not in¬ 
tended to be fatal. r 

Feodor, the fecond fon and fucceffor of Ivan Vaflihevirch II., is. interred in the lame 
chapel: a* Prince of fuch weak intelle&s and notorious incapacity, as to be a mere 
phantom of fovereignty, and entirely under the direction of his brother-in-law Boris 
Godunof. Feodor afcended the throne in 1584, and expired in 159S : in him ended 
the male line of the fovereigns of the houfe of Ruric * j a> family which governed. 
Ruffia for a period of feven centuries. 

Among the tombs in this church, the moll remarkable is that which contains the- 
body of a°child, luppofed by the Ruffians to be the third fon oflvanVaffilievitch II. who 
is faid to have been alia Hina ted at Vglitz, in the ninth year of his age, by order of Bo¬ 
ris Godunof. This tomb, which is more diftinguiihed than thofe of the Ruffian fove¬ 
reigns, is of brafs, and highly ornamented. The child is claffed among the faints of 
the Ruffian calendar, and/ according to the legends of the church, his body is faid to 
have performed miracles, and is believed by the credulous to remain uncorrupted. 
The top of the fepulchre is frequently uncovered; and, during divine fervice on the 
feftival of St. Alexander Nevlki, I obferved feveral Ruffians killing the infide with 
great marks of devotion. The hifiory of the affaffination at Vglitz, and.the adventures 
of the real or pretended Demetrius, require a feparate narrative f. 

The fovereigns of the houfe of Romanof are interred in the body of the church : 
their tombs are placed on each fide between the maffy piers which fupport the 
roof. 

The firft of this illuflrious line is Michael Feodorovitch ; whofe ele&ion in 1613 put 
a final period to a long fcene of civil bloodfned, and reftored tranquillity to his diftrafted 
country. He owed his elevation to his high rank and princely defcent; but more 
particularly to the virtues, abilities, and popularity of his father Philaretes. Ladiflaus, 
Prince of Poland, having received a tender of the crown, from a body of Ruffian no¬ 
bles, afiumed the title of Tzar, and eftablilhed a garrifon at Mofcow: foon aftei*wards 
a powerful party, averfe to the government of a foreigner, expelled the Poles from 
the capital, and unanimoufly advanced Michael to the throne, though fcarcely feven- 
teen years of age. It is Angular, that he was raifed to this high ftation, not only with¬ 
out his knowledge, but even in repugnance to his own inclination. When the. deputies 
from Mofcow arrived at Coftroma, where he refided with his mother, and acquainted 
him with his election, Michael, recolle&ing the dreadful cataftrophes which had befal¬ 
len all the Tzars fince the demife of Feodor Ivanovitch, and reflecting on the diftra&ed 
ftate of Ruffia, burft into tears, and declined a crown, which fecmed to entail deftruttion 
upon thofe who had ventured to wear it J. Overcome, however, by the importuni¬ 
ties of the deputies, and dazzled with the fplendour of royalty, Michael at length yield¬ 
ed to the wiffies of his country, and repairing without delay to Mofcow, was crowned 
with the ufual folemnities. Though he afcended the throne with reludtance, he 
filled it with dignity, and found a protefticn from thofe difafters which overwhelmed 
his immediate predeceffbrs, in his own difcretion, in the wife counfcls of his father, 
and in the affection of his fubjects. Michael died in 1645, after a profperons reign of 
twenty-three years. 

* Uclefs Demetrius was ihe real Ton of Ivan VaffiUevitch TI. f See Chapter 7. 

f. See Bufching’s Account of the Election of Michael. Hitt. M. II. p. 403. 
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Alexey Mlchaeloviteh his Ton, whofe aflies are contiguous to his remains, is chiefly 
known by foreigners as the father of Peter the Great 3 but hedeferveslikewiie our atten¬ 
tion for his own public virtues, and for many falutary iriftitutions. He revifed, amend¬ 
ed, and new-modelled the code of laws compiled by Ivan Yaflllievitch II.; he intro¬ 
duced a more regular difcipline into the army, and invited foreign officers into his 
fervice * ; he procured from Amfterdam fhip-builder$, whom he employed in con- 
ftruding vefiels for the navigation of the Cafpian Sea : in a word, he traced the great 
outlines of rhofe regulations, which were afterwards improved and enlarged by the 
vafl genius of his fon Peter the Great, Alexey deceafed in 1676, in the 32d year 
of his reign, and the forty-ninth of his age, 

Oppofite- to the fepulchre of Alexey are thofe of his Tons Feodor and Ivan, Feodor, 
who fucceeded his father in the throne, is deferibed by Voltaire and others as a prince 
who pq fife (fed a vigorous mind in a weak frame, and whofe a Jminift ration was dignified 
with many ufeful and glorious regulations, But incapacity, no lefs than ill-health, 
difqualified him from conducting the affairs of government; he refigned himfelf to 
the direction of his fitter Sophia, and all the beneficial a£t s of his adminiffration muff 
beaferibed to her influence, and to the abilities of his prime minuter, the great Galitzin, 
Feodor, after a ihort reign of fix years, funk under the diforders which had long prey¬ 
ed upon his frame. 

Ivan, fecond brother of Feodor, was rightful heir of the throne ; being debilitated 
by epileptic fits, both in body and mind f, was at firll excluded from the fucceffion, 
as incapable of difeharging the functions of government; but being afterwards recog- 
nifed as joint-fovereign with his half-brother Peter the Great, he was confidered merely 
as a puppet, to f&tisfy the multitude, and fecure to his adherents a fhare in the adminif- 
tration of affairs. He was allowed to continue this ftare-pageant during the remainder 
of his life ; and his death, which happened in 169S, was fcarcely perceived by his fub- 
jefts, and not known to the reft of Europe, except by the omiflion of his name in the 
public afts, 

'1 he fucceeding fovereigns are interred at Peterftrurg, excepting Peter lL 9 whofe 
aflies repofein this cathedral. This monarch, the fon of the unfortunate Tzarovifch 
Alexey; was born in 17 15, fucceeded in 1727 Catharine I. and died in 1730 of the 
fmall-pox, on the day appointed for his marriage with Princefs Dolgomcki, His death 
was occafioned by the ignorance of the phyHcuvns, who treated his diforder as a ma¬ 
lignant fever. He acquired great popularity by fixing, during the latter part of his 
fhort reign, his imperial refidence at Mofcow* He was regretted as thegrandfon of Peter 
the Great, and as the prince in whom the male line of the houfe of Romanof became 
extinct. 

* Mayerberg fays, the foreign officers in the femcc of Alexey Michaelovitch, were two general?, 

two field marflialsj more than a hundred colonels, majors, captains, lieutenants, and enfigns in pro¬ 
portion. 

t Schleifling, who was at Mnfcow during the admin iftration of Sophia, thus deferibes the per Con of 
Ivan. il Ivan Alexey, the cldcft Tzar, is ill-formed by nature* iofomuch that he can neither rightly 
fee, read, nor fpeak. He always wears a piece of green filk before his eyes* in order to prevent the up* 
per part of his Face from being feen on account of its deformity* But he is very pious and devout; and as, 
on account of his weak conftitution, he cannot hunt, or take any violent exerclfe, he h the morecotlftant 
in his attendance at church, and never mifles a proceffion* He is {hort in his perfon, very thin, and is 
how thirty years of age. 
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1, Ivan, fourth foil of Daniel, died about 134c. 
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3. Sjmkon InanovitOh, died about 1353* 
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g, Vassili Ivanovitch^ bom r4jS ; died 1533, 
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* 3 « Boris Go&uKof, elected Tzar 1598 ^ died in 
1605. 
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Tzars of different Families. 

Dmitri, or Demetrius, the Falfe Demetrius of 
the Ruffian*; by others called the fan of Ivan Vaf- 
filievitch 11. attended the throne in Jutie } 1605 \ 
ar*ffinatedM&y 3 itio& 


Dmitri, or Demetrius, fuppoTed 
by the Ruffians to have been aflif- 
Unated nt Uglitr in 1591; by other* 
to have reigned under the name of 
Demetrius, 


Vasiili Ivanovitch Shuts*^ elected Ttur upon 
the afTaflination of Demetrius in 1609; deputed in 
16 IQ ; died in captivity at Warfaw* 
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I* Michael Feodorqvitch, elected Tzar 1613 ; died 1633. 


% Alexe'y MicitAELOViTCH f died 1676; married, x, Maria Hina Miloflafsky; 2, Natalia Kirilova Nariikin. 


FiODOJt Allsietitch, born, 
1651; died 1682. 


4. Ivan Alexievitch, born 1666; 
died 16951 married Frofkovia 
Soltikof. 


Catharine Ivanofna, died 1733; 
married Charles Leopold, Duke of 
Mecklenburgh, 


7, Anne Ivanofna, bom 1694; 
Emprefs 1730; died 1740; 
married Frederick William Duke 
of Courland* 


Soph r a, died 1704 4- Peter the Great, by Natalia, bom 

Alexey had many 1672 ; died 1725 ; married, 1. Eudokia 

oilier daughters Lapukin. 

who all died un- 2* 5, Catharine, who was bom about 1689; 

raarri ed, Emprefs 1725 ; died 1737. 


Anne, Regent of RuIIia, 174 ° 5 
died in prifon at Kolmogori, 
1746; married Anthony UUic 
brother to the Dwke of Brunf- 
wick, Anthony died 1782, 


Alexey Petroyxtch, 

byEudokfluborn 1691; 

, * 7 * 3 ; married 
Charlotte, Princefs of 

Brunfwick, 


t 

Anne Petrqfwa, by 
Catharine, b. 1707; 
d. 1730; m. Charles 
Frederick Duke of 
Holftem Gottorp, 


9- Elizabeth, 
ky Catharine; 
bo* 17C9; Em- 
prefs 1741; d, 
1761. 


Ivan, born and Emperor 
1740; depofcd 1741, put 
to death at Schlufielburgh 

1764* 


6. Peter II, Alexievitch, 
born 1715; Emperor 1727 ; 
died 1730. 
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10. Peter III* born 1728; Emperor 17615 
depofed and died 1? 62 ; married 
11* Catharine If Princefs of AuhaU- 
Zerbzt the prefent Emprefs, born 
1729; d* 1796, 


-, 

Paul Petrovitch, horn 1754 ; manned 
T* Natalia Princefs of Heffc-Darmiladt ; 
a* Maria Princefs of Wurtenburgh Stut- 
gard; Emperor 179^ » iBoi, 

_ 


I > Alexander, born 1777 ; 
m arried Louifa Prj nccfs of 
Baden,now Elisabeth Alex- 
ievnaj Emperor 1801 j 


Constantine, bom 1779 ; 
married Juliana Princefs of 
£„xc Cobourg* 


Michael 
b, 1798 V 
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Chap. IV.— Cathedral of the Affimpthn of the Virgin Mary in the Kremlin*—Tombs 
of the Ruffian Patriarchs.—Origin and Abolition of the patriarchal Dignity.—Account 
of the Patriarch Philaretes , Patter of the Houfe of Romanof.—Biogragbical Anedotes 
of the Patriarch Nicon, 

THE cathedral of the Affumption of the Virgin Mary, appropriated to the corona¬ 
tion of the Ruffian fovereigns, alfo fituated in the Kremlin, is the mofl magnificent 
temple in Mofcow. The lkreen is in many parts covered with plates of folid filver 
and gold richly worked. From the centre of the roof hangs an enormous chandelier 
of mafly filver, weighing two thoufand nine hundred and forty pounds: it was made 
in England, and prefented by Morofof, prime-minifter of Alexey Michaelovitch *. 
The facred vefTels and epifcopal veflments are extremely rich; but the workmanfhip 
is in general rude, and by no means equal to the materials. 

Many of the painted figures which cover the infide walls are of a coloffal fize, and 
were executed fo early as the clofe of the fifteenth century. This church alfo contains 
a head of the Virgin, fuppofed to have been painted by St. Luke, and greatly cele¬ 
brated in this country for the power of working miracles. The face is almoft black j 
the head is ornamented with a glory of precious ftones, and the hands and body are 
gilded, which gives it a grotefque appearance. It is placed in the fkreen, and enclofed 
within a filver cafe, which is never removed but on great feftivals, or to gratify the cu- 
riofity of ftrangers. This Madonna, according to the tradition of the church, was 
brought from Greece to Kiof, transferred from thence to Volodimir, and afterwards to 
Mofcow. It feems to have been a Grecian painting, and was probably anterior to the 
revival of the art in Italy f. 

In this cathedral are depofited the remains of the Ruffian patriarchs. 

The firfl: was Job, before whofe time the primate of the Ruffian church was- fuffrgan 
to the patriarch of Conftantinople. Job, being metropolitan archbiiliop of Mofcow, 

* According to Storfch it was a pvefent from the Venetians to Boris Godunof, and weighs two thou- 
Fand eight hundred pounds, 

t I faw feveral reprefentatlo ns of the Virgin in the north of Italy fimilar to this painting; Toms 
were called the productions of St, Luke, others of Cimabue, or his fcholars* The complexion in 
thefe was like wife of a dufky hue* Probably the Grecian painters reprefented the Virgin of a dark 
complexion, which was copied by Cimabue and the earl left Italian artifts, who received the art from 
the Greeks. Le Bruyn, fpeaking of this Madonna at Mofcow, fays, “It is very gloomy and almoft 
black i but whether this proceeds from the effects of time, or thefmoke of tapers, or the fancy of the 
painter ; certain it is, there is no great matter in it/ 1 &c. Travels, vol. i. p. 70* An ingenious author, 
in a late publication, mentions in the monaftery of Monte Vfrgine, a coloffal portrait of the Virgin 
Mary, which paffes for the work of St- Luke the Evangtdift, and adds, ** There are in Italy and elfe- 
vhere feme dozens of black ugly Madonnas, which all pafs for the work of his hands, and as fuch are 
revered.” To which paffage he fubjoins the following note, but without citing his authority; “The 
origin of this fable, or rather miftake, appears to be, that about the time that paintings of holy fubjeft# 
came into fafhion, there lived at Conftantinople a painter called Luke, who, by many reprefentations of 
the Virgin, acquired a very tranfeendant reputation. He was a man of exemplary life, and on account 
of his piety, and the edifying ufc he made of his talents, was generally known by the name of the Idoly 
Luke. In procefs of time, when the epocha and efreutn fiances of his life were forgotten by the vulgar, 
and his performances had acquired by age a fmokv, duiky call, fufficient to perplex the fhort-fighted 
connoiffeurs of thofe days, devotees aferibed hispi&ures to the Evangelift, who was pronounced a painter 
becaufe they knew of no other faint'of the name, and becaufe, if he had been a painter, no one could 
have had fuch opportunities of examining and delineating the features of the holy model*” Swinburne's 
Travels in the Two Sicilies, p. 123. For proof of the introduction of painting into RuQia and Italy by 
the Greeks, fee the Defcriprion of the Cathedral of St. Sophia at Npvogoiod, 
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wns 3 in 15S8, inftallcd in this cathedral Patriarch of Ruffia, by Jeremias, Patriarch of 
Conffantiaople. The ceremony of tran flaring the fee from the capital of Turkey to 
this city is thus described by an author who was himfdf prcfent *: 

tc On the 25th of January, 1588, the Greek Patriarch, accompanied with the Ruffe 
cleargi, went to the great church of Precheffe, or our Ladie, within the Emperour’s 
caftlc, where he made an oration* and delivered his refignntion in an inftrumem of writ¬ 
ing, and fo laid down his patriarchal ftaffe ; which was prefently received by the metro- 
polite of Mofko, and divers other ceremonies ufed about the inaugrafion of the new 
patriarch.”' 

The mo ft venerable of Job's fucceffors in the patriarchal fee was Philaretes, who, 
though no fovereign himfelf, is celebrated as the founder of that line of Ruffian mo¬ 
narc hs, diftmguifhed by the name of the houfe of Romanoff. His fecular name was 
Feodor, and he drew his lineage from Andrew, a Pruffian prince, who came into Rufila 
about the middle of the fourteenth century, and whofe immediate defeendants enjoyed 
the higheff offices under the fovereigns of this country. Feodor was fon of Nikita Ro- 
jnanovitch, great grandfon of Andrew, and brother of Anaftafia, firft wife of Ivan Vaf- 
filievitch II. When Boris Godunof was elevated to the throne, the high birth, great 
abilities, and popularity of Feodor Roman of, rendered him fo obnoxious to the new 
monarch, that he was compelled to aflame the prieflhood, and confined in a monaflery, 
on which occafion he, according to the Ruffian cuftom, changed his name to Philaretes. 

On the accefflon of the fovereign whom the Ruffians call the Falfe Demetrius, Phila¬ 
retes was reieafed from confinement, and appointed to the archbilhopric of Roftof. Soon 
after the depofition of Vaffili Shuifki, a ftrong party among the nobles having agreed to 
eleft Ladiffaus, foil of Sigifmond III. King of Poland, Tzar of Ruffia ; Philaretes was 
difpatched at the head of an embaffy, to fettle the conditions of his Ton's deft ion. He 
found the Polifti monarch engaged in the fiege of Smoleniko; and when the King de¬ 
manded the immediate ceflion of that town, Philaretes replied, ct When your fon has 
attended our throne, he will poffefs not only Smoleniko, but all Ruffia, and it ill becomes 
you to difmember his territories.” Sigifmond, exafperated at this fpirrted reply, and ftill 
farther inflamed by the remonffranees of the Ambaffadors againff his conduft towards 
Ruffia, arreffed and threw them into prifon. Philaretes ianguifhed nine years in the 
caffle of Marienburgh J, in Pruftia, under a rigorous confinement. 

His abfence, however, did not diminifli the veneration which the Ruffians entertained 
for his character: the whole nation unanimoufly conferred the crown on his fon 
Michael, a youth only in the feventeenth year of his age; in hopes that a peace with 
Poland w r ou!d reffore Philaretes to his country, and render him the director of that 
power with which they inveffed his fon. This expectation was gratified at the truce of 
Develina, concluded in 1619, between Ruffia and Poland, which gave Philaretes to the 
wifhes of the people. On his arrival at Mofeow he was confeerated patriarch, and became 

* Fletcher's Ruffia, chap. 21. This author adds, that Jeremlas, whom he calls Hieronimo, had been, 
either harcifhed from Conftautumple by the Turk*,' or depoffd by the Gret'k clergy ; that he cime 10 
Mofeow without any invitation from the Ruffians, to obtain money from Feodor Xvujiovitch, and with this 
view propofed the tranflation of the patriarchal fee from Conftantinoplr to Mofeow, Others deny that he 
was either depofed or baniihed, and relate, that the Tzar having formally demanded theconfent of the four 
Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, Conftantinople, and Jerufiilem, to the effabhlhment of a new Patriarch 
in Ruffia, they acceded to the requeft* and folemnly deputed Jerenffas to Mofeow, who in veiled the metro¬ 
politan job with the new dignity. King on the Grech Church, p. 496. 

f In confequence of a cuftom prevalent among the Ruffians to adopt the appellation of the grandfather 
for a family name, the new royal line was called Romanofj in honour of Roman, Feodor's grandfather. 

J Bufching* Hift. Mag. v. it p, 403. 
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the real though not the odenfible fovereign of his country, as his fon held the reins of 
government under his direaion. He was invefted with the admmiltratiou of affairs ; 
his name was frequently affociated in the public afts with that of the Tzar; he gave 
audience to Ambaffadors, and on many public occafions was permitted to take prece¬ 
dence of his fon *. His experience, moderation, and abilities, rendered him worthy of 
thefe hi»h honours and unbounded authority ; and the profperity of Michael’s reign 
proclaimed the wifdom of his lage monitor. Philaretes died in 1633, in an advanced 
age, regretted by his fon and the whole kingdom. 

The lad of thefe patriarchs was Adrian, at whofe demife, in 1699, Peter the Great 
refilled to nominate a fucceffor; and in 1721 the patriarchal dignity was formally 

abolifiied. , 

In a former chapter I obferved, that there are no feats in the Ruffian churches, the 
ceremonial of the Greek worflnp requiring all perfons to ftand during the performance 
of divine fervice. In this cathedral I obferved two elevated places near the Ikreen, en- 
clofed with rails without feats: one is appropriated to the fovereign; the other was 
formerly deftined for the patriarch, whofe jlate and grandeur were not inferior to thofe 
of the Tzar himfelf. Upon fome public occafion the Archbifiiop of Novogorod, who 
afpired to have the patriarchal dignity revived in his perfon, pointing to the place for¬ 
merly occupied by the patriarch, remarked to Peter, “Sire, that draft ure is now ufe- 
lefs, will not Your Majefty order it to be removed ?” Peter was filent; but the Arch¬ 
bifiiop repeating the queltion, replied, “That place fliall not be removed, nor fhall you 
fill itt” 

The Ruffians reckon eleven patriarchs from the firft eftablifhment of the dignity m 
the perfon of Job, to its final abolition after the death of Adrian. Of thefe the greatefl; 
and moil confpicuous was the celebrated Nicon ; whom, as lie is the only patriarch not 
interred in this cathedral, l could not mention on contemplating their tombs. It is 
hoped that no apology is neceffary for the account of a prelate, whom fome Ruffians dill 
abhor as Antichrift, and others adore as a faint; and whofe extraordinary character has 
never been faithfully reprefented tq the Englifh reader. 

Nicon was born in 16 13, in a village of the government of Nifhnci Novogorod, of 
obfeure parents. He received, at the baptifmal font, the name of Nikita, which, when 
he became monk, he changed to Nicon. He was educated in the convent of St. Maca¬ 
rius, under the care of a monk. From the courfe of his frudies, which were alnioft 
folely directed to the Holy Scriptures, and the exhortations of his preceptor, he imbibed, 
at a very early period, the ftrongeft attachment to a monadic life, and was only pre¬ 
vented from following his inclination by the authority of his father. In conformity, 
however, to. the wifhes of his family, he entered into matrimony ; and as that date pre¬ 
cluded him from being admitted into a convent, he was ordained a fecular pried. 

With his wife he paired ten years; fil'd as a paridi pried in fome country village, and 
afterwards at Mofcow in the fame capacity; butlofing three children, whom he tenderly 
loved, his difgud for the world and his propenfity to folitude returned with redoubled 
violence; and, having perfuaded his wife to take the veil, he entered into the monadic 
order. He chofe for his own retreat a fmall ill and of the White-Sea, inhabited only by 
a few perfons, who formed a kind of ecclefiadical edablilliment, as remarkable for the 
auderity of the rules as for the folitude of the fituation : twelve monks occupied fepa- 
rate cells, equally didant from each other | and from the church which dood in the 


* fkhmid. Huff. Gef* v. n t p, 13* — Bufdung, Hid, Mag. v. vEi. p. 329. 
f From Prince Volkoniki* J Two verdsj or a mite and a half. 
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centre of the ifland* Thefe lonely anchorites aflembled regularly on Saturday evening 
in the church, where they alllfted in the performance of divine fervice during the whole 
night, and the next day until noon, and then retired to their refpective habitations. This 
pr aft ice was repeated on certain feftivals ; at other times each reclufe occupied his cell 
undUlurbed by mutual intercourfe. Their food was bread, and fifli which they caught 
themfelves, or procured from the contiguous continent. Such was the fituation to which 
Nicon retired, as congenial to the gloomy ftate of his own mind j where, brooding in 
folitude upon the uncertainty of human life, he was unhappily led to confider the moft 
debafmg aufterities as acceptable to the Supreme Being, and contrafted that doiftered 
pride, which gave an alloy to his virtues, and proved the great eft deleft in his character* 
when raifed to an exalted Ptation. 

After a fhort refidence in this ifland, Nicon accompanied the chief of the ecclefraftieal 
eftablilhment to Mofcow, tc raife a colleftion for building a new church. He was 
fcarcely returned from this expedition, when, at the inftigation of the chief, whom he 
had offended during the journey, he was compelled by the other monks to retire from 
the ifland. He embarked in an open boat, with only a fingle perfon, in a high fea: 
being overtaken by a violent ftorm, he was toffed about in continual danger of perifhing; 
but was at length driven upon an ifland near the mouth of the Onega, 

From this ifland he repaired to a monaftery of the contiguous continent; and was ad¬ 
mitted into the fociety; but inftead of inhabiting an apartment in the convent, he con- 
ftrufted a feparate cell on an adjacent ifland \ where he lived upon the filh which he 
caught with his own hands, and never vifiled the monaftery but during the time of di¬ 
vine fervice. In confequence of this reclufe and rigid way of life he was held in high 
efteem by the brethren, and on the death of the fuperior was unanimoufly raifed to the 
vacant dignity. He continued in this capacity three years, when, being drawn by fome 
family affairs to Mofcow, he was cafually presented to the Tzar Alexey Michaelovitch, 
who, captivated with his various talents and extenfive learning, detained him at Mofcow, 
under his immediate proteftion. Within lefs than five years he was fuccefiively created 
Archimandrite or Abbot of the Novofpatflvoi convent, Archbifhop of Novogorod, and 
Patriarch of Ruffia. He deferved thefe rapid promotions by a rare aifemblage of ex¬ 
traordinary qualities, which even his enemies allowed him to poffefs j undaunted cou-' 
rage, irreproachable morals, exalted charity, comprehenfive learning, and commanding 
eloquence. 

While Archbifhop of Novogorod, to which dignity he was raifed in 1649, he gave a 
memorable inftance of firninds and diferetion, During a tumult, the Imperial gover¬ 
nor, Prince Feodor Kilkof, took refuge in the archiepifcopal palace againft the fury of 
the mfurgents, who, burfting opfen the gates, threatened inftant pillage if the governor 
was not delivered to them without delay. Nicon, inftead of acceding to their demand, 
boldly advanced into the midft of them, and exhorted them to peace. The populace, 
inflamed to madnefs by the prelate’s appearance, transferred their rage from the gover¬ 
nor to him ; they affaulted him with ftones, dragged him by the hair, and offered every 
fpeciesof violence and indignity to his perfon. Being conveyed to the palace in a ftate 
of infenfibiluy, he was recovered by immediate affi(lance ; but, regardlefs of the immi¬ 
nent danger from which he had juft efcaped, he perfifted in Ins resolution, either to ap- 
peafe the tumult, or perifh in the attempt. With this defign, as if devoting himfelf to 
certain death, he confeffed and received the facrament, and repaired to the town-houfe, 
where the mfurgents were affembled. He confounded them by his prefence, foftened 
them into repentance by a firm, but pathetic addrefs, and perfuading them to difperjfe, 
tranquillity was inftaxuly reftored. This calm, however, was of no long duration; the 
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fedition, allayed by the fpirit and eloquence of Nicon, was again fomented by the ring¬ 
leaders of the tumult, and broke into open rebellion; many of the inhabitants renounced 
their allegiance to the Tzar, and propofed to deliver the town into the hands of the 
King of Poland. The Prelate, however, undaunted by this change in their fentiments, 
continued his efforts to bring them back to their duty ; his remonftrances and exhorta¬ 
tions gradually prevailed; many flocked to his palace, defiring his interceffion with their 
enraged fovereign ; and though the remainder of the infurgents blocked up the avenues 
of the town, yet he contrived, at the peril of his life, to fend information to the Tzar. 
Being armed, by a commiflion from Mofcow, with full powers, he, by a vigorous exer¬ 
tion of authority, but without the effufion of blood, finally quelled the rebellion. To 
him was committed the trial of the rebels, and the difpofal of life and death; an office 
which he executed with as much judgment as lenity. The leader of the fedition was 
alone punifhed with death ; ten of his mod mutinous adherents were knooted and ba- 
niflted, and a few were condemned to a fhort imprifonment. Nicon nobly forgave the 
outrage committed againft his own perfon; and in chaftizing the public offence tempered 
the feverity of juftice with the feelings of humanity. 

He gained the refpect of the inhabitants by the unwearied affiduity with which he 
performed the functions of his archiepifcopal office, and conciliated their affection by 
afts of unbounded charity. He built and endowed alms-houfes for widows, old men, 
and orphans, was the great patron of the indigent, the zealous prateftor of the lower 
clafs of men againft the oppreffions of the great, and during a dreadful famine, appro- 
priated the revenues of his fee to the general relief of the poor. 

Nicon was no lefs confpicuous in the vigilant difcharge of his patriarchal office, to 
which he was appointed in 1652, only in the thirty-ninth year of his age. Heinftituted 
feminaries for the inftruclion of priefts in the Greek and Latin languages, and enriched 
the patriarchal library with rare ecclefiaftical and claffical manufcripts, drawn from a con¬ 
vent at Mount Ath .s. By a diligent revifal of the Holy Scriptures, and a collation of 
the various editions of the Old and New Teftament, perceiving many errors in the 
printed copies of the Bible and Liturgy ufed for divine fervice, he prevailed upon the 
Tzar to fumtnon a general council of the Greek church at Mofcow, in which he pre- 
fided. By his arguments, authority, and influence, it was determined that the moft 
antient Sclavonian verfion of the Bible, was ex aft) and that the errors with which the 
latter copies abounded fhould be corrected. He infpefted and fuperintended the print¬ 
ing of a new edition of the Sclavonian Bible, which was become extremely rare. He 
removed from the churches the piftures of deceafed perfons, to which many of the 
Ruffians offered a blind adoration; he abolifiied a few ceremonies which had been 
carried to a fuperftitious excels: in a word, his labours tended more to the refor¬ 
mation of the church, than the united efforts of all his predecefi'ors in the patriarchal 
chair. 

Nor was he folely diftinguilhed in his profeffional charafter; but proved himfelf 
no lefs qualified in a civil capacity. Although his ftudies were hitherto confined to 
ecclefiaftical fubjefts, and the reclufenefs of his former life feemed to impede the attain¬ 
ment of political knowledge; yet he was no fooner called to a public Ration, than his 
abilities expanded in proportion as the objefts which they embraced became more nu¬ 
merous and important: his fagacity, lharpened by continual application, foon rendered 
him matter of the moft intricate affairs, taught him to difcriminate the moft oppofite 
interefts, and to adopt that decifive line of conduft which marks the great and enlightened 
ftatefman. Being confulted by the Tzar on all occafions, he foon became the foul of 
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his councils*, and gained the afcendancy in the cabinet by the vaft fuperiority of hb 
genius, ever fertile in expedients, and zealous to recommend the mbftfpirited tneafures, 

Having thus atr-uned the higheft fuinmit of human grandeur to which a fubjeft can 
arrive, he fell a victim to popular difeontents, and to the cabals of a court. His fall, 
no Idsluddeii than Ins rife, may be traced from the following caufes : The removal of 
the painted images from the churches efftgufted a large party among the Ruffians, fuper- 
iiitinufly addicted to the adoration of their ancestors ; the correction of the errors in 
the Liturgy and Bible, the abolition of fome ceremonies, and the admiffion of a few 
others, (introduced perhaps with too much hafte, and without due deference to the pre¬ 
judices of his countrymen,) occafioned a ichifm in the church ; many perlbns averfe to 
all innovations, and adhering to the old tenets and ceremonies, formed a confiderable 
feet under the appellation of Old Believers ? and, rifing in feveral parts, created much 
difturbance to the hate, circumftances naturally imputed to Niconby his enemies. He 
excited the hatred of an ignorant and indolent clergy by the appointment of Greek and 
Latin feminaries \ he railed the envy andjealoufy of the prime-mimfter and courtiers by 
his predominance in the cabinet, and by the haughtinefs of his deportment, offended 
the Tzarina and her father, who were implacable in their refentment. 

All thefe parties uniting in one great combination, Nicon haitened his fall by a fu- 
percilious demeanour, which occafionally bordered upon arrogance; by trufting folely 
for his fupport to the reftitude of his conduct and the favour of his fovereign, and by 
difdaining to guard againft what he confidered as the petty intrigues of a court. 

The only circumftance which leetned wanting to complete his difgrace was thelofsof 
Alexey's protection ; and this was at length effefted by the gradual but fecret infinua- 
tiolis of the Tzarina and her party, who finally availed themfeives of an unfuccefsful 
war with Poland, of which the Patriarch is faid to have been the principal advifer* Mi- 
con, finding him lei f excluded from the p re fence of a fovereign accuftomed to confult 
him on every emergency, and difdaining to hold the higheft office in the kingdom, 
when he had loft the confidence of his matter, aftfrniftied the public by a voluntary ab¬ 
dication of his patriarchal dignity. This meaiure, cenfured by many as hafty and im¬ 
prudent, and highly expreffive of that pride which ftrongly marked his character, muft 
yet be efteemed manly and refolute, which even thofe who condemn cannot but admire. 
It may alfo admit of great palliation, if we conffder that the popular odium was rifing 
againft him; that a powerful party had fecretly effected his difgrace, and that, as he 
forefaw his fall, he preferred a voluntary abdication of his dignity to a forcible depo* 
iition ; chufing to refign with fpirit what he could not retain without meannefsf. 

This abdication took place on the loth of July, O. S. 1658, and he quitted his exalted 
ftation with die tame greatnefs of foul with which he had afeended it. He was per¬ 
mitted to retain the title of patriarch, while the functions of his office were performed 
by the Arehbifhop of Novogorod. He chofe for the place of his refidence the convent 

* The influence winch Nicon, from the fuperiority of his genius, obtained in the Tzar’s councils, per¬ 
haps induced Voltaire, in his erroneous account of this Patriarch, to declare, that he £I voulut clever fa chaire 
aU'dctlns du tr6ne; non feidement il ufurpait le droit de s’afleoir dans le fenat a c6tc du czar, mais il 
preiciidaitj qu’on ue pouvait faire 111 3 a guerre nf la paix fans fon CGnfentement. ,, See Hill, de Pitrre le 
Grand, p, 74, From Voltaire, the compiler of the article of Ruflia, in the Univerfal Hiilory, has adopted 
this idle aflertion, v, 38. p. 140. 

\ This is the opinion of Mayerburg, who came to Mofeow fix years after his abdication : after enumerat¬ 
ing the caufes of his fall, he adds* 41 Propter quae omnia omnibus emfus et ad exilium cmnmumbus waits expe- 
titus patrocinium nullum invenerit in favore Alexii, cujua ammum feufim abalienaverant jadts in longum 
odild uxor etiocer illi ob pmatas caufas infenfi,” p, 87 . 
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of Jerufalem, built and endowed by himfelf. On his arrival he re-a{Turned his reclufe 
way of life, and practifed the moll rigid mortifications. The hern itage he inhabited is 
thus defcribed by an author *, who vifited the fpot in the beginning of this century : 
“ A winding (tair-cafe, fo narrow that one man could hardly pafs, leads to the little 
chapel of about a fathom in the fquare, in which the Patriarch ufed to perform his foil- 
tarv worfliip. The room in which he lived was not much larger; in it hung a broad 
iron plate, with a crofs of brafs fixed to a heavy chain, weighing above twenty pounds, 
all which the faid Patriarch wore about his neck for twenty years together. His bed 
was a fquare Hone two ells in length, and fcarcely one in breadth, over which was fpread 
nothing but a cover of ruflies. Below in the houfe was a final! chimney, in which the 
Patriarch ufed to drcfs his own victuals.” 

Nicon, however, did not vafte his whole time in the performance of ufelefs an {feri¬ 
ties ; but employed himfelf in compiling a regular feries of Ruffian amialifls from Nef-' 
tor, the earlieft hiflorian of this country, to the-reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, He 
purfued this plan with his accullomed zeal. After comparing and collating numerous 
manuferipts, he digefled the whole collection in chronological order into a work, which 
is called fometimes, from its author, the Chronical of Nicon, and fometimes from the 
place where it was begun and depofited, the Chronicle of the Convent of Jerufalem. 
This compilation, the labour of twenty years, is jttflily efteemeJ, by the belt Ruffian 
hiftorians, a work of the greatefl authority ; and was confidered, by the venerable au¬ 
thor, of fuch importance to the hiftory of his country, that, in the true fpirit of enthu- 
ftafin, he begins the performance by anathematizing all thofe who ffiould attempt to 
alter the minuteft expreflion. 

The innocent manner in w hich he pafled his time could not protect him from the per¬ 
fections of his enemies, who were apprehenfive that while he retained the name of 
Patriarch, he might be rein hated in his former dignity. Repeated complaints were 
urged againft him; every difturbance, occafioned by the old believers, was made a 
matter of ferious accufation; not only his former conduct was arraigned, but new crimes 
were invented to render him hill more obnoxious. He was accufed of difrefpeftful ex- 
preffions relating to the Tzar, in a letter to the Patriarch of Cnnftantinople, of holding 
a treafonable correfpondence, and receiving bribes from the King of Poland. 

The Tzar, continually befet by the Patriarch’s enemies, was prevailed on to proceed 
to the moll violent extremeties. He convened, in 1666, a general council of the Greek 
and Ruffian clergy at Mofcow, whp, after a fliort deliberation, formally depofed Nicon 
from the patriarchal fee, and baniffied him to a diftant "convent. The principal caufe 
affigned for this depofition was, that Nicon, having by a voluntary abdication meanly 
deferred his flock, was unworthy to fill the patriarchal chair. This futile allegation is a 
fufficient proof that the other crimes were malicioufly circulated to prejudice the Tzar, 
and to influence the judges. In conformity to his fentence, Nicon was degraded to the 
condition of a common monk, and imprifoned in the convent of Therapont, in the go¬ 
vernment of Bielozero. His confinement was for fome time extremely rigorous; be- 
caufe, confcious of his own integrity, he perfifted in a denial of guilt, and refufed to ac¬ 
cept a pardon for crimes he had never committed. Upon the death of Alexey, in 1676, 
Feodor, probably at the in {ligation of his prime minifter. Prince Galitzin, the patron 
and friend of genius, permitted Nicon to remove to the convent of St. Cyril, where -he 
enjoyed perfeft liberty. 

* Ferry’s State of Ruffia. vol. i. p. 140. 
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Nicon furvived his depofition fifteen years. In 1 63 1 he obtained permiffionto return 
to the convent of Jerufaiem, that he might end his days in that favourite fpot, but ex¬ 
pired upon the road near Yaroflaf, in the 66th year of his age. His remains were trani- 
ported to the convent of Jerufaiem, and buried with ail the ceremonies which are ulu-d 
at the intermen t of Patriarchs *. 


Cr-i-AP. V.— Ruffian Archives.—Englif State-papers.— Commencement of the Connexion 
between the Courts of London and Mofcow .— Corrcfpondence between Quetn Elizabeth 
and the Tzar 1 -van Yafjiikvltch II - His Demand of the Lady Anne Hafiings in marriage. 

Account of that Negotiation.—Other Dfpatches.—Rife of the Title of Tzar.—Nego¬ 
tiation bet-wen Peter the Great and the European Courts relative to the '1 itk of Emperor. 
Univerfjty.—Syllabus of the Lectures. —Matthai’s Catalogue of the Greek Manufcripts in 
the Library of the Holy Synod.—Hymn to Ceres attributed to Homer. 

MR. MULLER obligingly accompanied us to the place in the Khitaigorod, where the 
public archives are depofited : it is a ftroug brick building, containing feveral vaulted 
apartments with iron floors. Thefe archives, confiding of numerous date-papers, were 
crowded into boxes, and thrown afide like common lumber; until the prelent Emprefs 
ordered them to be revifed and arranged. In conformity to this mandate, Mr. Muller 
has difpofed them in chronological order, and any Angle document: may be infpefted 
with little trouble. They are enclofed in feparate cabinets with glafs doors: thofe rela¬ 
tive to Ruffia are claffed according to the feveral provinces to which they relate; and 
over each cabinet is inferibed the name of the province. In the fame manner the ma¬ 
nufcripts relative to foreign kingdoms are placed in feparate divifions under the refpeftive 
Titles of Poland, Sweden, England, France, Germany, &c. The papers which concerned 
my native country principally engaged my attention. The earlieft correfpondence be¬ 
tween the fovereigns of England and Ruffia commenced in the middle of the fixteenth 
century, foon after the difeovery of Archangel, and chiefly relates to the permiffion of 
trade granted exclufively to the Englilh company of merchants fettled in Ruffia. The 
firfl: record is an original letter of Philip and Mary to Ivan Vaffilievitch II. acknowledg¬ 
ing the receipt of a difpatch tranfmitted to England by his Ambaflador Olef Niphea, 
and returning thanks for the liberty of opening a free trade throughout the Ruffian 
dominions. The charter of privileges granted by the Tzar to the Engliffi merchants, 
together with the numerous letters which he received from Elizabeth, are preferved in 
this colle&ion, and are moftiy published in Hackluyt’s Voyages: one, however, not 
found in that work, is dated the iSth of May, 1570, in which Elizabeth, among other 
expreffions of friendffiip, offers to Ivan Vaffilievitch, if compelled by an infurreffion to 
quit his country, an afylum in England. This letter was figned by Elizabeth in the 
prefence of her fecret council; amongft the fignatures, I noticed the names of Bacon, 

Leycefter, and Cecil. t 

Some hiftorians having aflerted that Ivan Vaffilievitch II- carried his perfonal refpeu: 
for Oueen Elizabeth fo far as to be one of her fuitors; while Camden only relates, that 

( * For the Hi [lory of Nicon, I have followed Muller in his Nachricht von Novogorod in S. R. G. 

vol. v. p. cai to 559. L’ Evtfqiie lias alfo drawn from the fame fourcc a fpinted and candid account of 
this great Patriarch, to which I acknowledge myfelf indebted for a few reflections. Hill:, de Ruffle, vol. lit- 
P 391 alfo417 1043°- 
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lie propofed to marry Lady Anne Haftings, daughter of the Earl of Huntingdon my 
curiofity led me to make inquiries into this tranfaaion. With refpea to any treaty of 
marriage between the Tzar and Elizabeth, the archives are filent; but furmlhed fome 
curious particulars in regard to the intended elpoufal of Lady Anne Haftings, 

The firft hint of this match was fuggefted by Dr. Robert Jacob, a phyhaan whom 
Elizabeth at the Tzar’s requeft, fent to Mofcow. Jacob, acquainted with the ficklenefs 
of "ivan in his amours, and his defire of contracting an alliance with a foreign prmcefs, 
extolled the beauty, accompliflunents, and rank of Lady Anne Haftmgs, whom he re- 
prefented as niece of the Queen, and daughter of an independent Prince, and inured 
die Tzar with a ftron* inclination to efpoufe her, although he had juit married his fifth 
wife Maria Feoderofna. The Tzar, fired by his defcription, difpatched Gregory Pir- 
ferafkoi, a Ruffian nobleman of the firft diftinaion, to England, to make a formal de¬ 
mand of the lady for his wife. By his uiftruflions, he was ordered, after a conference 
with the Queen, to procure an interview with the lady, obtain her portrait, and inform 
himfelf of the rank and fituation of her family : he was then to requeft that an Enghfh 
Ambaffador might return with him to Mofcow, with fell powers to adjuft the conditions 
of the marriage. If an obje&ion fliould be raifed that Ivan was already married, he 
was directed 10 anfwer, that the Tzar having efpoufed a fubjeft, was at liberty to divorce 
her - and if it was afked what provifion fliould be made for the children by Lady Anne 
Raftings, he was inftruaed to reply, that Feodor,' the eldeft Prince, was heir to the 

throne, but that her children fliould be amply endowed. 

In confequence of thefe orders, Pirfemfkoi repaired to London, had an.audience of 
Elizabeth, faw Lady Haftings, who had juft recovered from the fmall-pox, procured her 
portrait, and returned to Mofcow in 1583, accompanied with an Engli/h Ambaffador, 
Sir Jerome Bowes. The latter, a perfon of capricious difpofition, at his firft interview 
greatly offended the Tzar, as well by his freedom of fpeech, as becaufe he was not com- 
miflioned to give a final affent to the marriage, but only to receive a more explicit offer, 
and tranfmit it to the Queen. Ihe Tzar, unaccuftomed to brook delay, declared, 
« that no obftacle fliould prevent him from marrying fome kinfwoman of Her Majefty’s; 
that he fhould fend again into England to have fome one of them to wife; adding, that 
if Her Majefty would not, upon his next embaffy, fend him fuch an one as he defired, 
himfelf would then go into England, and carry his treafure with him, and marry one of 
them there.” Sir Jerome Bowes, probably in conformity to his inflruftions, threw ob- 
ftacles in the way of the marriage; inftead of fpeaking favourably of Lady Haftings, he 
mentioned her perfon with indifference, and denied that flie was any relation to the 
Queen; adding, with fome marks of contempt, that his miftrefs had many fuch nieces. 
By thefe means the affair was fufpended ; and the negotiation finally terminated by the 
death of the Tzar in the beginning of the following year. 

It appears from thefe archives, that the correfpondence between the Ruffian and Eng- 
lilhfovereigns, which began with Ivan, did not ceafe upon his demife. The amity, in¬ 
deed, between the two courts was fo firmly eftabhlhed, that Chailes I. lent a corps of 
troops, under Colonel Sanderfon, to the affiftance of Michael Feodorovitch, againft 
Laudiflaus King of Poland ; and Alexey Michaelovitch occafionally furnifhed Charles, 
in the period of his greateft diftrefs, with money and corn. The laft letter from our 
unfortunate Sovereign to Alexey is dated Ifle of Wight, June 1, 1648, and was written 
during his confinement in Carifbrook Caftle. I oblerved one from Charles II. to the 
Tzar, announcing the execution of his father: it is dated September the 16th, 1649,. 
and was brought to Mofcow by Lord Culpepper. 
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During the ufurpation of Cromwell, Alexey maintained a conftant correfpondence 
with the exiled Charles. He was accuflomed to declare, that all monarchs ought to 
efteem the caule of Charles I. as their own, and ftiould not, by countenancing an 
ufurper, encourage fubjefts to rebel againft their King. In conformity to thefe ienti- 
ments he reFufed, for ibnie time*, to hold any intercourfe with the Protestor; and 
thefe archives contain no letters between Cromwell and the Tzar, 

The reftoratipn of Charles II. renewed the harmony between the two courts; and 
as from this interval the difpalches received from England were fo numerous as to re¬ 
quire feveral days to examine them with attention, I was compelled to retire without 
latisfying my curiofify. Thefe papers, containing a complete historical feries of the 
alliances, connection, correfpondence, and commerce, between Ruflia and England, 
would form an interefling publication, if printed in chronological order, and inter!perfed 
with hiftoiical obfervations. 

1 had fcarcely time to glance over the numerous fhte-papers which relate to the other 
European powers; but the keeper of the archives did not omit pointing out to me one 
document Of great importance in the hiftory of Ruflia: I allude to the famous letter, 
written in the German tongue f, from Maximilian I., Emperor of Germany, to Vafiili 
Ivanovitch, confirming a treaty of alliance againft Sigifmond, King of Poland. This 
difpatch, dated Auguft the 4th, 1514, and ratified with the feal of the golden bull, is 
remarkable, becaule Maximilian addrefles Vafiili by calling him Kayfer und Herrfcher 
after Ruflen; Emperor and Ruler of all the Rufiias. This deed, dft'eovered by Baron 
Shavirof in the archives in the beginning of this century, firft fuggefted to Peter the idea 
of afluming the title of Emperor. The claim gave rife to various negociations, and oc- 
cafioned a curious controverfy among the learned, concerning the rife and progrefs of 
the titles by which the monarchs of this country have been dfilingnifhed. The early 
fovereigns of Ruflia were called Great Dukes ; and Vafiili Ivanovitch J was probably the 
firft who ftyled himfelf Tzar, an exprefiton which, in the Sclavonian language, fignifies 
King; his fucceifors continued to bear within their own dominions that title as the mofl 
honourable appellation, until Peter the Great firft took that of Povelitel , or Emperor. 
It is neverthelefs as certain, that the foreign courts §, in' their intercourfe with that of 
Mofcow, ftyled the fovereign indifcrimmately Great Duke, Tzar, and Emperor |(. 
With refpeft to England, in Chancellor’s Account of Ruflia, Ivan Vaflilievitch II. was 
called Lord and Emperor of all Ruflia; and in the Englilh difpatches, from the reign 
of Elizabeth to that of Anne, the fovereign was generally addreffed under the fame ap¬ 
pellation. We may at the fame time remark, that when the European powers ftvied 
the Izar Emperor of Mufcovy, they by no means intended to give him a title fimilar 


* fay for fame time ; for although, if I rightly remember, ihefe archives contain no difpatches between 
tie Tzar and Cromwell, yet it is certain, that afterwards Alexey maintained a comfpnndeuce with the 
Protettor, and had once comfemed to receive his ambaffadors at Mofcow. See the chapter on the Rife 
and lrogrcfsof the Englilh trade to Ruffia. 

t ^-Vr^ 1 c °Py t l le original German in Weber's Verandertes Rufsland, vcl. i. p- 357 ; 

and a faithful transition in Perry's State of Raffia, p . z5 8, 

^ “PP cII ~ Uo " * Kar Vl ' a3 no1 tahen, as fome authors ftjppofe, from the Tartars, when Ivan con¬ 
quered Caian, for the Prince of Cafan was called Khan. 

$ This is aflcried upon the pofitive leftimony of Heiberftem; and his authority is nnqueftionable, be- 
S®. “ ¥ ™ jMMTador to Mofcow the firft time to Vaffili Ivanovitch, and afterwards to Ivan 
Valiuieviteh II., be mull have been acquainted with the titles borne by thefe two fovereigns. Other authors 
fuppote, that his fon Ivan was the firft who affumed the title of Tzar. 

II According to Mayerberg, the title of Alexey Michaelovitch, prefixed to his code of laws, was « Tzar, 
et Magnus Dux totius Rufiia; Autocrator,” Iter in Mof. p. 1 j 3 . 
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to that which was peculiar to the Emperor of Germany ; but beffowed upon him that 
appellation as upon an Afiatic fovereign, in ihe fame manner as we now fay the Em¬ 
perors of China and Japan, When Peter, therefore, determined to alllime the title of 
Emperor, he found no difficulty m proving, that it was conferred upon his predecef- 
fors by molt of the European powers; yet, when he was defirous of affixing to the 
term the European feofe, it was confidered as an innovation, and was productive of 
more negotiations than would have been requifne for the termination of the molt im¬ 
portant (late affair- After many delays and objections, the principal courts of Europe 
confented, about the year 1722, to add refs the fovereign of Rufiia with the title of 
Emperor, without prejudice, neverthelefs, to the other crowned heads of Europe *. 

The 


# Many authors have erruneoufly advanced, that the Englrfh ambaffador, Lord Whitworth, foon after 
the battle of Pultava, gave, by drier of Queen Anne, the tide of Emperor, in its European fen/e t to Peter 
the Grunt. But the following extracts from R daTpatch of Lord Carteret to Sir Luke Schaub, the Eng- 
Efh minilter at Paris, which fell under my observation (luce I fiuifhed the account in the text, will fully 
contradifi thefe a Hat ions, and are here inferted, becaufe they will help to throw further light upon this 
fubjcCL The United Provinces and the King of Pruflia had, in ryi 1, acknowledged Peter's right to the 
title of Emperor ; but the cotirts of Loudon and Paris withheld their confent During the negotiation, 
feveral dffpatches pafi .d between Lord Carteret, fecretary of (late, Cardinal Dubois, and Sir Luke Schaub, 
Englifh min tiler - at Paris, 

lf LeCarrimaV* write? Lord Carteret, in one of Ids difpatches to Sfr Luke, dated Jan* 1721-2, ff croit 
qiPon pourroit accordtr je litre de l* Empcreur au Tzar, de maniere que les cour unties n*e.n fuffent point 
prejudidc9. ,> 

** Le Roy [George T.J a trouve la reponfe tres fage, que le Cardinal a faite aux mm litres du Czar 
touchant la demande du litre d* Fmpcreurz Nous agirons de concert, avec fan eminence dans cette affaire. 
Et pour by donner les ccla[retirements qublle fouhaite, touchant ce qui paffe entre la Grande Bro 
tagne et le Czar a Pegavd du litrc^ je vans envoye un extrait, qui a et£ tire dcs reglftres de nos archives, 
pour by ctre. communique Les minillres Mofcovites ne Font nullement foudez cn ce quails alleguent que 
ce thre a etc accorde au Czar cum me uue parie de la fatls faction dans Taffaire de Matueof. II dt cou- 
ibut que Von ne fit a tors aucun changemem a cette ocedion la. 

lt En examinant le flile, dout bs Roys de la Grande Bretagne fe font fervis, eu ecrivant aux Czars de 
Mofcoyie, on ell remonte jufqu’au terns de Ja Reine Elizabeth- On trouve qu f on leura tofijours ecrit eti 
Aug bis, et que cette Prince ffe. 

An- I£59 Se fervoit du flile WEmpercur et de Nighnefs* 

x6l6. Le Roy Jacques L dc celuy d *Emperettr etde Majejly* 

1633. Le Roy Charles I. 

1666. Le Roy Charles II. 

1687, Jacques IT. et Guillaume 111 , de cduy d ' Empe reur et 
! 6 d * Imperhi I Mnujly , 

1707* La Reine Anne & eft fervftdu flile d 'Emperour et A 9 Imperial Majejly^ jufqu J au Pan 1707, et dors 
on common^a a cccnre Commander* See, et Ozark Majejly. 

170S* bn 170S, le 19 Juillet et le 19 Septembre, Commander et Imperial Majejly ; ct le 9 Novembre 
de la m^tne aanee Emperour et Imperial Majejly* En 1 709, 1710, 1711, Emperour et Imperial 
Mtijcjiy * 

En jytSj 1715, 1714, Imperative t Czarean, £%arj/b,zt Imperial Majejly^ tantot Run, tantdt 
Paujre, et fun vent Czari/h et Imperial Majejly ^ dan 3 une meme lettre. 

£n 714, le 27 Septembre. le (Itlede la lettre de notification de Pavenement du Roy a Ja Cou- 
ronne, eft, Emperour t 1 Tour Majejly, etdans plufieurs autres Jettresdepuis ce temps la Cs.arik 
ou Imperial Majejly, et quelquefois Tour Majejly limplement. 

Voicy le litre entier* 


lo tile moft High, molt Potent, and moll Illuftrious, onrmoft dear Brother, the great Lord Czar, and 
Oreat-Unke, Peter fllexejewitz, of all the Greater, Leffer, and White Rufiia, Self-Upholder of Mufco- 
via, Kiovia, Ulodomiria, Novogardia, Czar of Cazan, Czar of Aftrachan, Czar of Siberia, Lord of PJexoe. 

°l Smole,lf,io * T ucn " a > Ugoria, Permia, Viatkya, Bolgaria, and others. Lord and Great- 
iJukeof Novogardia, and of tne Lower Countries of Czcrnegorlky, Refanlky, Roftoveiliy, Yeroflave, Be- 
ioorzerflty, Udorfky, ObdoiJlu, CondinJki, and Emperour of all the Northern Coafts, Lord of the Lands 
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The archives contain alfo thirteen volumes of letters* journals* notes, and other ma- 
nufcripts, of Peter the Great, written with his own hand ; thefe papers fuiEciemly (how 
the indefatigable pains with which that great Monarch noted do wn the minuteft circuin- 
fiances, that might prove ufeful in his extenfive plans for the civilization and aggran- 
dizement of his country. Muller has lately given to the public feveral letters and other 
pieces of this kind, which throw a conliderable light upon the tranfucUons of Peter's 
reign, and afford (inking inftances of his perfevering genius. 

From the archives we repaired to the univerfity, alfo fituated in the Khitaigorod : it 
was founded at the inftance of Count Shuvaiof, by the Emprefs Elizabeth, for fix: 
hundred ftudents, who are doathed, boarded, and intruded at the expence of the 
crown* We were received, with great civility, by the director of the univerfity and 
profeffors, who conduced us firft to their printing-office. One of the preffes being at 
work, feveral (heets were ftruck off and prefented to us as fpecimens of the Ruffian ty¬ 
pography ; on examining them, we found a complimentary addrefs to ourfelves in the 
Englifh and Ruffian languages. 

We next proceeded to the univerfity library, which contains a fma!I collection of 
books, and a moderate apparatus of experimental philofophy. On taking leave of the 
director, he obligingly prefented me with a Grammar of the Tartar language, which is 
taught in this fociety, a Syllabus of a year's lectures, and a catalogue of the Greek ma- 
nufcripts in the library of the Holy Synod. An extraS from the Syllabus * will dit 
play to the reader the general fludies, and the principal books ufed in this univerfity for 
the inft ruflian of the ftudents. 

1, A courfe of lectures on the Hiftory of the Ruffian Law, on Nettelbadianus, Syj- 
tema .univerfa Jurtfprudenfm , and on the Jus Cambiak ; eiglit hours a week. 2. On 
Cicero's Orations againfi Catiline, the fixth book of Virgil's iEneid, plays of Plautus 
and Terence, inft ru£tions on the manner of writing Latin and Ruffian verfes, from the 
examples of Horace and Lomonofof \ an expofirion of the panegyrical orations of Lo¬ 
rn onofof, together with tranflations and exercifes in Latin and Ruflian profe; eight 
hours a week. 3* On arithmetic, trigonometry, and optics, from Weidier's Mathema- 


Iverilcy, Cartitirriky, and Gruzenfky, Czar oF the lands of Caberdinlky, Czereafky, and Duke of the 
Mountains, and of many other dominions and countries, Eaft, Well, and North, from Father, and from 
Grandfather, Heir, Lord, and Conqueror. 

Lord Carteret, in a letter to the Cardinal Dubois, writes; Le Roi cooccura fans diffieulte avec fa Ma- 
jefte tres Chretienne a fa ire ce que V* Eminence jugera comrenahle, par rapport au nojiyeau litre que le 
Czar demande, et un parfait concert a faire efperer a cc Prince une telle complaifanee pour i’ervir a le gagner, 
et a nous faire tirer fruits de fon ambition. Jan* go, 1721-2* 

And in a difpatch to Sir Luke Schaub, he thus expreifes himfelf: La coutoume icy a toftjours cte 
d’eerire aux Czars de Mofcovie fur dn velin enlumine peine et dorc, commc on fait aux Empeieurs de Ma- 
roc et Fez, et a plufieurs autres Princes non-Europeens lefqueb felon cette coutumc feroicnf cgalement fon- 
dez dhnHller (urle litre d’Empereur. On n J a jamais vojihi changer l 1 ufage etably, quoique Jes Mofcovitcs 
Fayent fort foliche durant Rani ballade de my Lord Whitworth a Mofcow. Ce minilire sk.vcufa to^jours 
d’ett faire la proportion. II leurdit, qipil leur dormeroit le litre, fans difhculte, tel quhl le trouroit dtabli ; 
mais qu 3 il neleur confeilloit pas de remuer cette maticre, m de s’eclaircir trop foigntufoment fur quel pied 
on leur dornioit cc litre. Les Mofcovites crurent fon avis bon pour lors. Q^iarrd my Lord Whitworth et 
Mr RAmiral Norris fftrent chargez d’une com million aupree du Lzar a Amltcrdam, ib tRefirent que dea 
lettres de cachet, dont le Rile eioit Votvt Majcjfe \ les mini llres Rufliensen lirent d’abord quelque fcrupule, 
tnais n*y iuhilerem pas, 

Thefe extra&s are drawn from Sir Luke Schauhb Slate Papers, in the rare and ample colle&ion of 
the Earl of Hardwicke, a nobleman as diRinguifhed lor the extent, as the liberal communication of his 
knowledge, 

* It is entitled, <f Catalogue prpskdtionum publkarum ia Univetfitate C aefarta Mofqutnfi habemkrinn." 
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tica Injlitutienes ; and experimental philofophy from Kruger’s Compendium. 4. On 
ancient and modern hiftory. Introdu^on to tne knowledge of moral philofophy, 
from Bielfield’s In dilutes. 6 . On clinic medicine, or the remedies ufed by ancient 
and modem phyficians, from Vogel's Compendium. 7. On the pandefls from the 
Compendium of Heineccius, and a companfon between the Roman and Ruffian law j 
eitrht hours a week. Profeffor Defaitffiy, who reads this lecture, teaches alio the Eng- 
lifh Iancuasre from a Grammar compiled by himfelf; four hours a week. 8. Logic 
and metaphyhcs from Bauraeifter’s logic, eight hours; and four geometry and trigo¬ 
nometry from Weidler. 9 . On phyfic under the following heads; pathology, diete- 
tics and therapeutics, from Ludwig 9 s Compendinnu io* On botany, after the fyfteni 
of Linnseus. m- Anatomy from Ludwig* 12* On the etymology, fyntax, and 
pyle of the French tongue; eight hours. 13. Etymology, fyntax, and ftyle of the 

I3efide the univerfity, there are two gymnana, or fern-naties, foi the education of 
youth endowed alfo by Elizabeth, in which are taught divinity,- daffies, philofophy, 
the Greek Latin, Ruffian, German, French, Italian, and Tartar languages; hiftory, 
geography, mathematics, algebra, archiiefture, fortification, artillery, drawing and 
painting, mafic, fencing, dancing, reading, and writing. There are twenty-three pro- 
feflors - amongft thefe, the Syllabus informed me, that Mr. Alexief teaches divinity 
two hours in 'the week. Mr. Matthau, profeffor and redor of both feminaries, ex¬ 
plains fome of Cicero's Orations and feled Spiff! es, Libanius's Letters, Ernefti’s ora¬ 
torical Effays, Xenophon's Anabafts , teaches the Roman antiquities from Burman’s 
Compendium, and continues his ufual Latin exercifes upon oratoty. Mr. Sinkovfki, 
every morning from feven to nine, treats of the principles of rhetoric, particularly con¬ 
cerning the Perisdologia , both as to theory and practice, from B urgins’s Elements Ora - 
toria ; explains Cedar's Commentaries and Juftin; employs his fcholars in Latin and 
Ruffian truncations, and in the etymology and fyntax of the Greek tongue; reads Plu¬ 
tarch TE-ffi nru^rf; and, from nine to twelve on Mondays, Wednefdays, and Satur¬ 
days, Ovid’s Metamorphofis, and conneas mythology with ancient hiftory and geo¬ 
graphy. Mr. Tffierbotaref, extraordinary profeffor of logic and morality, and under- 
librarian to the univerfity, four hours in the week, comments upon Heineccii elements 
philofophia rationale ct moralis , as well in the original Latin, as in the Ruffian * tranha- 
tion, for the benefit of thofe who are unacquainted with the Latin tongue. Mr. Ur- 
banfki gives inftruaions in rhetoric from the Compendium of Burgius, both in theory 
and practice. Mr. Holberftof explains Count Teffin’s Letters to a young Prince f. 

The account of the Greek manuferipts in the library of the Holy Synod at Mofcow, 
prefented to me by the director, bore this title: “ Notitia codlcum manuferiptorum 
Graecorum Bibliothecarum Mofquenftum fanflijfmae fynodi Ecdejiae orthodoxae Graeco- 
Rufficae , cum varus anecdotis, tabulis semis et indicibus locupletijfmm. Edidit Chriflianus 
Fredericas Matthaei, Gymnajiorttm Univerfitatis Mofquenjts Rehor. Mofquae, typts U?ii- 
ver/ttatis, Amio 1776,” folio. The author is Chriftian Frederic Matched, a learned 
German, who was educated at Leipfic under the celebrated Ernefti, and had already 
difplayed his erudition by feveral excellent editions of the daffies. Being drawn to 
Mofcow by the liberality of the Emprefs, he was appointed a profeffor of this univerfity. 
Soon after his arrival, he turned his attention to the ftate of Greek literature, and ex- 


* lis praecipve, qui linguae Latinss font iguari, nec fua ftudiaacademica ;n urmertkaie ulterius profequi 
pofTunt. 

-J- The King of Sweden when Prince Royal. 
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plored the curious colle&ion of Greek manufcripts in the library of the Holy Synod, 
the greater part of which had, at the fuggfeftion of the Patriarch Nicon, been collected 
by the jnonk Arfenius from the monaftcry of Mount Athos. 

As a Catalogue of thefe mamijfcriprs, ptiblilbed by Afhanafitis , c chida, at the command 
of Meter the Great, was exceedingly inaccurate, Matthau* was encouraged by Prince 
Potemkin, the great patron oi ancient literature, who defrayed the expence of the pub¬ 
lication, to undertake this work upon a more extenlive plan. Accordingly, in t yy6, th** 
learned editor gave to the public the firft part, in which he has laid down an accurate 
and circumftat tial detail of fifty-one mamtfctipts, accompanied with judicious remarks 
and critical inquiries. lie defcribes the materials upon which each matmfcript is writ¬ 
ten ; Ipecifies she age, contents, and author, the number of pages, and the firft and laft 
words : he points out alfo the different proprietors. The author propofes to continue 
the publication at different intervals, until he has fiuifhed the account. But as it would 
require many years thus minutely to deferibe all the inanuffripts, which amount to five 
hundred and two; the learned author has, in the mean while, favoured the public with 
a complete catalogue in a lefs circunvftantial mannerf. To this index is prefixed a 
fhtisfaclory and com prehen five inrrodm 3 ion; in which, after informing us that he com¬ 
piled it for the ufe of Prince Yufapof, an enthufiaft' in Greek literature, heVives a brief 
account of the principal manufcripis. He enumerates feveral of the Septuagmr, and one 
in particular of the Books of Kings, which is of the ninth century, and contains, in /bme 
places, many various readings, materially differing from the printed editions. He men¬ 
tions alfo feveral of the New Teftament; fome accompanied with antient commentaries 
which have never been publiflied, and which the ingenious author has tranfcribed, col¬ 
lated, and prepared for the prefs. I he nioft antient of thefe was written at different 
periods ; the firft part fo early as the feventh or eighth century, and the remainder in 
the twelfth or thirteenth. This colleftion he adds, though chiefly confined to theolo¬ 
gical fubjecis, is by no means deficient in the daffies; among which’ he notices Homer 
iEfchylus, Sophocles, Demofthenes, yEfchines, Hefiod, Paufanius, Plutarch, and a molt 
beautiful fttrabo, which he has collated for the new edition of that author, preparing for 
the Clarendon prefs by Mr. Falkener of Oxford j. b 

In this libiary of the Holy Synod Matthfei diicovered an antient hymn to Geres in a 
manufeript of Homer, written about the conclufion of the fourteenth century, but which 
he fuppoles a tranfeript from an ancient and valuable, copy; this manufeript, befide a 
fragment of the Iliad, contained the fixteen hymns ufiially attributed to Homer, in the 
fame order as they are generally printed. At the end of the fixteenth he found’twelve 
veiles of a hymn to Bacchus, and a hymn to Ceres, which, excepting the laft part, was 
entiie. Matthrei, well acquainted with the delays which would attend the publication 
at Mofcow, fent a copy of the hymn to the celebrated Runkenius, of the Univerfity of 
Leyden, "\s ? ho gave it to the public in 1780 , and twenty lines being omitted by miftake* 
he put forth a fecond edition in the following year §, 


* Harris lias enumerated the editions publiihed by Matthwi. Philcf. Inquiries, p. c 64. 

- ^ " | * n ‘kx codicum mannfmptonim Graecorum Bibliothecarnm Mofqtienfium fainftiffimae Synodi eecle- 
SeLmtiaiaim X ^8o^ ,, 4to° RUffiCaC ’ ,c Ci,rlft,a,lus Fredericus Matthaei. Pretopoli, typis Academiae 

t . lt ™ confiderable difappointment to me, that Mr. Maltha was abfent from Mofcqw d™ mv 
continuance in that city, as I ihould have derived great information from his acquaintance I have likewk: 
to regret, that, on account of his abfence, I could not obtain a fight of thefe manufaipts 
S Homed Hymmis k Ceterem nunc primum editus a Davidc Runkenio. r 
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The learned editor has prefixed a critical difquifition, in which he aflerts that the 
hymn is undoubtedly of great antiquity, and written, if not by Horner himfelf, yet cer¬ 
tainly by a very diligent imitator of his ftyle and phrafcology. Though the ftyle and 
plan of this hymn appears to me (as well as to the celebrated editor) inferior to Homer, 
and in fome places unworthy of him ; yet this argument, depending on the talle and 
feelings of the reader, will not operate on all. with equal force; nor will even they who 
allow its inferiority to the other productions of the divine poet, be inclined to grant the 
conclufion, that it is not his work; becaufe Homer might in one particular compofition 
fall below his ufual ftandard of excellence. A ftronger proof againftits originality may 
be drawn from the words, phrafes, and inflexions occurring in this poem, which are 
either of a later date than the age of Homer, or not found in his unfufpeCted works. 
Some of thefe are enumerated by the editor *. 

Chap. "VI .—Retail Trade in the Kbitaigorod.—Market for the Sale of Houfes. — Excel - 

lence of the Police in Cafes of Riot or Fire.—Chefs common in Rujfia.—Account of the 

Foundling Hofpital.—Excurfion to the Monajlery of the Holy Trinity.—Delays of the 

Pojl.—Defeription of the Monajlery.—Tomb and Hijlory of Maria Titular Queen of 

Livonia.—Tomb and Character of Boris Godunof 

MOSCOW is the centre of the inland commerce of Ruffia, and connects the trade 
between Europe and Siberia. 

The navigation to this city is formed folely by the Molkva, which falling into the 
Occa near Colomna, communicates by means of that river with the Volga f. But as 
the Molkva is only navigable in the fpring, on the melting of the fnow, the principal 
merchandize is conveyed on fledges in winter. 

Almoft the whole retail commerce of the city is carried on in the Khitaigorod, where, 
according to a cuftom common in Ruffia, as well as in raoft kingdoms of the Eaft, the 
fliops and warehoufes are collected in one fpot. The place is like a kind of fair, con¬ 
fining of many rows of low brick buildings; the interval between them refembling 
alleys. Thefe fliops or booths occupy a confiderable fpace, and do not, as with us, 
make part of the houles inhabited by the tradefmen, but are ufually detached from their 
dwellings, which are moftly at fome diftance in another quarter of the town. The 
tradefman comes to his (Imp in the morning, and returns to his family in the afternoon. 
Every trade has its feparate department; and they who fell the fame goods have booths 
adjoining to each other. Furs and fkins form the moll confiderable article of com¬ 
merce in Mofcow, and the fliops vending thofe commodities occupy feveral ftreets J. 

Among the curiofities of Mofcow, I muft not omit the market for the fale of houfes. 
It is held in a large open fpace, in one of the fuburbs, and exhibits ready-made houfes , 
ftrewed on the ground. The purchafer who wants a dwelling, repairs to this fpot, men¬ 
tions the number of rooms he requires, examines the different timbers, which are regu¬ 
larly numbered, and bargains for that which fuits hispurpofe. Thehoufeisfoaietimespaid 

* The daflieal reader, who is defirous of further information relative to the genumenefs of this antient 
poem, is refened to the laft edition of the hymn by Rimkenius, and to the preface of Mr. Idole’fi Tranf- 
lation- 

t For the communication of the Volga with the Baltic, fee the chapter on the Inland Navigation of 
Ruffia, 

J According to Storfch, the number of fliops and warehoufes in Mofcow amount to fix thoufaad, of 
which the Khitaigorod contains four thoufand and Rveuty live* 
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for on the fpot, and removed by the purchafer ; or the vender contrails to tranfport and 
rreft it upon the place where it is designed to ft and. It may feem incredible, that a 
dwelling may be thus bought, removed, railed, and inhabited, within the fpace of a 
week; but it will appear eafily practicable by eorsfidering that thole ready made houfos 
are in general merely collections of trunks of trees, tenanted and mortaifed at each 
extremity, fo that nothing more is required than the labour of trailtporting and adjufl- 
ing them- 

But this fummary mode of building is not always peculiar to the meaner hovels ; as 
wooden ftruetures of large dimenfionaand handfome appearance are occafionally formed 
m Ruflia, with an expedition almofi inconceivable to the inhabitants of other countries, 
A remarkable in (lance of this difpatch was difplayed during the latl vifit of the Emprefs 
to Mofcow* Her Majefty propofed to refide in the manfion of Prince Galitzin, which 
is adeemed the completed edifice in this city ; but as it was not fufEciently ipacious for 
her reception, a temporary addition of wood, larger than the original houfe, and con¬ 
taining a magnificent fuit of apartments, was finifhed within the fpace of fix weeks. 
This meteor-like fabric was fo handfome and commodious, that the materials were 
afterwards taken down and re-conftructed upon an eminence near the city, as an im¬ 
perial villa* 

In Mofcow I obferved an admirable police for preventing riots, or flopping the con- 
courfe of people in cafe of fires, which are very frequent in thofe parts where the houfes 
are moftiy of wood, and the flreets laid with timber. At the entrance of each flreet is 
a ebevattx de-frize gate, one end turning upon a pivot, and the other rolling upon a 
wheel; near it is a centry-box, in which a man is occafionally (lationed. In times of 
riot or fire the centinel fhnts the gate, and all paffage is immediately Hopped. 

Chefs is fo common in Ruffia, that during our continuance at Mofcow, I fear cel y 
entered into any company where parties were not engaged in that diverfion ; and, in 
paffing the flreets, I frequently oblerved the tradesmen and common people playing be¬ 
fore the doors of their Ihops or houfes* The Ruffians are efteemed great proficients in 
chefs. With them the Queen has, in addition to the other moves, that of the Knight, 
which, according to Phillidor, fpoils the game, but which renders it more complicated, 
and of courfc more intereiting. The Ruffians play alfo at chefs with four perfons at 
the fame time, two againfl two; for which purpofe the board is longer than ufual, con¬ 
tains more men, and is provided with a greater number of lquares. I was informed* 
that this mode is difficult but more agreeable, than the common manner*- 

Among the public inftitutions, the mod remarkable is the Foundling Hofpital,. en¬ 
dowed by the Emprefs in 1764, and fupported by voluntary contributions, legacies, and 
other charitable gifts *. To encourage donations, Her Majefty grants to all benefac¬ 
tors fame valuable privileges, and a certain degree of rank in proportion to the extent 
of their liberality* Thehofpital, fituated in an airy part of the town on a gentle ifeent 
near the river Mofkva, is a large quadrangular building, part of which only was finifhed : 
it contained three thoufand foundlings, and when the whole is completed, will receive 
eight thoufand. 

The children are received at the porter's lodge, and admitted without recommend* 
ation* The rooms are lofty and large; the dormitories, which are feparate from the 
work rooms, are airy, and the beds not crowded : each foundling, even each infant, has 
a feparate bed; the bedfteads are of iron; the fiieets are changed once, and the linen 

* Heficks thefe occafionnl[applies, the mftitution is fupported by a lottery, tax upon public entertain* 
maita* and cards, which arc flapped by the Foundlings 5 FLofpitai. Richer Ski vou Mofka. 
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three times a week. I was particularly ftruck with the neatnefs of the rooms; even 
die nurferies were uncommonly clean, and without umvholefome fmelts. No cradles 
are allowed, and rocking is forbidden. The infants are not Twaddled according to the 
cuftom of the country, but loofely drefi'ed. 

The Director obligingly favoured us with his company, and fhewed us the foundlings 
at their refpeSive works. On his appearance the children crowded round him ; fome 
took hold of his arm; fome held by his coat; others kifled his hand, and all expreffed 
the higheft fatisfa&ion. Thefe natural and unfeigned marks of regard were convincing 
proofs of his mildnefs and good-nature j for children, when id ufed, naturally crouch 
before thofe who have the management of them. I could be no judge whether the 
children were well inftructed, and the regulations well obferved ; but 1 was perfectly 
convinced, from their behaviour, that they were in general happy and contented, and 
perceived from their looks that they were remarkably healthy ; a circuniftance owing 
to the uncommon care which is paid to cleanlinefs both in their perfons and rooms. 

The foundlings are divided into feparate clafies according to their refp ftive ages. 
The children remain in the nurfery two years, at the end of which term they are admit¬ 
ted into the loweft clafs; the boys and girls continue together until they are feven 
years of age, at which period they are feparated. Both fexes are in (trusted in reading, 
writing, and calling accounts. The boys are taught to knit, card hemp, flax, and wool, 
and to work in the different manufactories. The girls learn to knit, net, and perform 
ail kinds of needle-work ; they fpin and weave lace, and are employed in cookery, 
baking, and houfe-work. 

At the age of fourteen the foundlings enter into the firft clafs, and have the liberty of 
chufing any particular branch of trade; for which purpofe different fpecies of manu¬ 
factures are eltablifhed in the hofpital; the principal are embroidery, filk ftockings, 
ribbands, lace, gloves, buttons, and cabinet-work. A feparate room is appropriated to 
each trade. Some are inftruCted in the French and German languages and a few of 
the boys in tne Latin tongue; others learn tnufic, drawing, and dancing. About the 
age of twenty, the foundlings receive a Ann of money, and feveral other advantages, 
which enable them to follow their trade in any part of the empire: a confiderable pri¬ 
vilege in Ruflia, where rhe peafants are Haves, and cannot leave their village without the 
per mi (Eon of their matter. 

In another vifit which I paid to this hofpital, I faw the foundlings at dinner: the girls 
and boys dine feparately. The dining rooms, which are upon the ground-floor, are 
large and vaulted, and feparated from their work rooms. The firft clafs fit at table, 
the reft Hand ; the little children are attended by fervants ; but thofe of the firft and 
fecond clafs alternately wait upon each other. The dinner confifted of beef and mut¬ 
ton boiled in broth, with rice; I tailed both, which were remarkably good: the bread 
was very Tweet, and baked in the houfe, chiefly by the foundlings. Each foundling has 
a napkin, pewter plate, knife, fork, and fpoon: the napkin and table-doth are clean 
three times in the week. They rife at fix, dine at eleven, and fup at fix. The little 
children have bread at feven, and at four. When employed in their neceflary occupa¬ 
tions, the utmoft freedom is allowed, and they are encouraged to be as much in the air 
as poflible. The whole was a lovely fight; and the countenances of the children ex-> 
prefled the utmoft content and happinefs. 

In the hofpital is a theatre, of which the decorations are the work of the foundlings: 
they conftrufted the ftage, painted the feenes, and made the dretfes. I was preient at 
the reprefentation of the Honnete Criminel, and the comic opera he Devin du Village , both 
u-anflated into the Ruffian tongue. Not underftanding the language, I could be no 
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judge whether they fpoke with propriety; but was furprifed at the eafe with which they 
trod the ilage, and pleafed with the gracefulnefs of their aftion. There were fome 
agreeable voices in the opera. The ore heft ra was filled with a band by no means con¬ 
temptible, which confided entirely of foundlings, excepting the firft violin, who was 
their mufic-matter. On this occalion the play was not, as ufual, concluded with a bal¬ 
let, becaufe the principal performer was indifpofed, which was no finall difappointmenr, 
as they dance ballets with great tafte and elegance. The Emprefs, I am told, is induced 
to countenance theatrical reprefentations, which appear improper in a feniinary of this 
kind, from a defire of 6 itfu ling among her fubjeQs a tafte for that fpecies of entertain¬ 
ment, which fhe confiders a means of civilization, and of enriching the Ruffian theatres 
with a conftant fupply of performers. 

Many and great are the advantages of this excellent charity. It diffufes a knowledge 
of the arts among the people, increafes the number of free fubje&s, and above all has 
confiderably diminilhed the horrid practice of infanticide, fo prevalent before the infti- 
tution of this hofpital. 

We were unwilling to quit this part of the country without vifiting Troitfkoi Klofter, 
or the monaftery of the Holy Trinity, which is diftinguifhed in the annals of this country 
as the afylum for the Ruffian Sovereigns in cafes of infurre&ion; and is more particu¬ 
larly known to foreigners for the refuge it afforded to Peter the Great when he put ail 
end to the adminiftration of his filter Sophia *. 

The diftance from Mofcow to the monaftery being forty miles, we ordered poft-horfes 
to be ready at five in the morning, with an intention of viewing the convent, and return¬ 
ing by night. We hoped to complete this excurlion in the time propofed ; but ob- 
ftacles continually occur in foreign countries, unforefeen by thofe who are not fufficiently 
acquainted with the manners of the natives; and an ignorance of the mo ft trivial cir- 
cutnftances, which better information might eafily have obviated, produces confiderable 
embarraflinent. Some petty diltreffes of this nature lengthened our expedition from 
one to three days. 

' We.rofe at five in the morning, but were detained by want of poll horfes, which we 
found great difficulty in procuring, although the order was figned both by the governor 
of the province and of the city, and we importuned the poft-tnafter with repeated mef- 
fages. The cafe is, that the price for the hire of horfes being inconfiderable, the owners 
can employ them in other fervices to greater advantage ; and on this account a ftranger, 
unlefs accompanied with a Ruffian foldier to quicken the expedition of thofe who furnifli 
the port, mull meet with infinite delays. We were, indeed, ttrongly advifed by fome of 
our acquaintance to ufe this precaution, but imprudently omitted it, to our great incon¬ 
venience, as we foon experienced. 

After waiting nine hours, we at length thought ourfelves fortunate in feeing the poft- 
horfes make their appearance about two in the afternoon ; and fet off with an expecta¬ 
tion of proceeding without interruption to Bretoflhina, where a relay was waiting for 
us. But the drivers flopping at a village only four miles from Mofcow, peremptorily 
refufed to carry us any farther. In vain we produced the order for horfes; they con¬ 
tended that it authorized us only to take them from village to village, and on the ftrength 
of that conftru&ion returned without further ceremony to Mofcow. Two hours more 
were employed, and much broken Ruffian fpoken by our Bohemian interpreter, before 
we were able to prevail on the inhabitants to fupply us with horfes, and were again de- 
pofitedin a village about the diftance of three miles ; where all the old procefs of alter- 


* See chap. viii. 
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cation* threats* and promifes, was renewed- In this manner we continued wrangling 
and proceeding from village to village* which were thickly Scattered in this part of the 
country, until near midnight* when we found ourfelves at Klifma, only feven teen miles 
from Mofcow, and took up our lodging in a peafant’s cottage* Our Bohemian fervant 
having fortunately devoted great part of the night in rambling to different hemfes, and 
adjufling the difficult negotiation for frefli horfes, we were able to depart almoft by day¬ 
break, and had the ftiit farther fatisfaflion to pafs over the iwmcnji Jpace of feven miles 
without either hah or delay ; fo that by eight in the morning we reached Bretoffhina, 
half-way between Mofcow and the convent- Here we found a Ruffian ierjeant, whom 
Prince Volkonlki had obligingly fent forwards to procure horfes* and accompany m dur - 
ing the remainder of our journey ; the experience of the preceding day taught u$ the 
value of this military attendant. 

At Bretoffhina we viewed a palace built by Alexey Michaelovitch, in which he fre¬ 
quently relided: it is a long wooden building, painted yellow* only one (lory in heighth, 
containing a fuite of (mail and low rooms- This palace (if it deferves that name) has 
long been uninhabited. The Emprefs* pleafed with the beauty of the iituation, and re* 
fpecting the favourite refidence of Peter the Creates father, proposed to build a large 
brick palace near the fite of the old maniion, and part of the materials were already col¬ 
lected for that purpofe. On our return to the village we ordered the horfes, and were 
pleafed to find our order obeyed aimed as foon as blued : we had, indeed* a fuccefsfui 
agent in our friend the ferjeant; for the peafants, who were beginning to wrangle, and 
make their ufual altercations, were inftahtly difperied by his cudgel, whofe eloquence was 
more perfuafive than the mod pathetic remonitrances. The boors were certainly accuf- 
tomed to this fpecies of rhetoric; for they bore it patiently, and with perfect good hu¬ 
mour ; and, the moment they were feated on the box, began whiffling and finging their 
national fongs as ufual. We now continued our route, and arrived at the convent, 
though diftant from Bretoffhina twenty miles, without once flopping to change horfes* 

Troitfkoi Sergief Klofter, or the monaftery of the Holy Trinity, at a little diflan ce 
bears the appearance of a fmall town; and, like many convents in this country* is 
iurrounded with high brick walls, flrengthened with battlements and towers* The 
.parapet is roofed with wood, and the walls and towers are provided with embrafures 
for mufkets and cannon : the whole is furrounded by a deep ditch- This place with- 
flood feveral fieges; and particularly baffled all the efforts of Ladiflaus Prince of 
Poland, who attacked it at the head of a large army. 

Befide the convent or habitation for the monks* the walls enclofe an imperial 
palace, and nine large churches conftructed by different fovereigns* The convent is 
a range of buildings encircling a court, and far too fpacious for the prefent inhabitants: 
it formerly contained three hundred monks, together with a proportionate number of 
fludents, and was the richeft ecciefiaftkal eftabfifliment in Ruffia. Their eftates* as 
well as all the other church lands, being annexed to the crown, the members receive 
penfions* With the revenues the number of monks is greatly diminished, and they do 
not amount to one hundred. The habit is black, with a veil of the fame colour; they 
eat no meat, and the difeipline of the order is very (iridt. Within the convent is a 
feminary for the education of perfons intended for the church, which contained about 
two hundred (Indents, 

The imperial palace, which was much frequented when the fovereign refided at 
Mofcow, is [mail; one of the apartments is ornamented with, representations^ in ftucco 
of thcprincipal addons ol Peter the Great. The nine churches are fplendid* and ex¬ 
tremely rich in gold and filver ornaments, and coflly veftments* The principal church 
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has a cupola of copper gilt, and four domes, of tin or iron painted green. We attend¬ 
ed a new belfry, built by the Emprefs Elizabeth, which is not an inelegant piece of 
architecture; it commands a fine view of the adjacent country, which is gently 
waving, richly cultivated, producing much grain, and thickly ftrewed with villages. 
The archimandrite or abbot of the monaliery being abfent, we could not obtain per- 
miflion to fee the library, which occafioned fome regret, becaufe, according to Buf- 
ching, it contains a curious collection of books*. 

In the principal church a few tombs drew my attention. 

The firft was that of Maria Queen of Livonia, probably the only perfon who ever 
bore that title, an empty honour, which fhe may truly be faid to have purchafed at a 
dear rate. Maria, lineally defcended from Ivan Vaflilievitch L, was a relation of 
Ivan Ilf. She efpoufed, in 1573, Magnus Duke of Holftcin J, and titular king of 
Livonia, who was railed to that dignity by Ivan Vaflilievitch II. in an extraordinary 
manner. Livonia, bordering upon Rufiia, Sweden, and Poland, and reciprocally 
claimed and pofi'efled by thofe three powers, was, in the middle of the fixteenth cen¬ 
tury, partly free, partly fubject to Poland, and partly to the Swedes, when the Tzar 
made an irruption, and conquered a final I portion. Well acquainted, however, with 
the averfion of the natives to the Ruffian fceptre, he declared that he entered their 
country with no interefted views; had no other ambition than to refcue them from 
the Sivedifh yoke ; and, renouncing all right of conqueft, would only flyle himfelf 
their proteftor: he exhorted them to eleCt for their fovereign Magnus, brother of 
Frederic II, King of Denmark, who, in the capacity of Biftiop of Pilten, had fome 
pretenfions to Livonia. This propofal being cheerfully agreed to by a great party 
among the natives, the Tzar difpatched an embafly to Magnus, who accepted the 
proffered crown j and repairing without delay to Mofcow, was formally inttaUed in 

• Bufelung’s livd-bcfchreibung, vol. i. p. 851. 

f Ivan Vassieccyitch I. 

__ ! _ 

i 

Vassili Ivasovitcii. 


Ivan Vassiwevitch II. 


I 

Euuqkia. 

J Magnus was fon of Chriilian III. King of Denmark, and is known in hiftory by fcvcral different 
appellations. He is fometiraes Aylcd King of Livonia, from his m*ck-fciverctgNty in that country ; 
fometimes Duke of Holllcin, from liis inheriting a portion of that duchy on the deceafe of his father ; 
and Bifhop of JEfd, from his exchanging his part of Holllcin for the bishoprics of jElcl and Courland, 
which he fecularized. Holberg, the Danifh liiilorian. mentions a bond For 1500 marks, which was iigti- 
ed : “ We Magnus, by the grace of God, Lord ofTLfel and Wick , Hilltop of Courland, Administrator of 
the Biflioprick of Reval, Heir of Norway, Duke of Schlefwick, Holftcin, Storniar,and Ditmarlb, Count of 
Oldenburgh and Delmenhurft.” Titles, as the liiftorians remark, which could not procure him even a 
fmall fum of money without his bond. Holberg, vol. ii. p. 488. 


Andrew IvanovitchoF 
Staritza, died 1537. 


L, 


VlADIMER AmDREVITCH, 
died 1750- 

MariAj married to Magnus, 


his 






code's travels IN RUSSIA* 623 

Ms new dignity 9 upon condition of efpoufing Maria* and paying an annual tribute to 
the Tzar* 

Magnus* however* being oppofed by the Swedes* who maintained a large army in 
Livonia, and not unanimoufly acknowledged even by the natives, was (rill only a titu¬ 
lar fovereign \ and after a fruitlefs attempt to take pofTeffion of his crown, continued 
to difplay his mock dignity at Mofcow. At length, in 1577, being efeorted to Livonia 
by the Tzar, at the head of fifty thoufand troops, he obtained rhe town and territory 
of Wenden, the remainder of the province being referved to Ruffia. 

Magnus was fcarcely admitted into Wenden* where he was received with great 
demand rations of joy, than, defpifmg a precarious fovereignty, he was prevailed upon 
by his new fubjecls to form a fecret alliance with the King of Poland, and counteract 
the Tzarprog refs in Livonia. Ivan, apprized of this negotiation, laid immediate 
fiege to Wenden with a numerous army, and compelled the inhabitants to capitulate. 
Magnus himfelf carried the terms of capitulation, and, advancing to fupplicate the 
incenled monarch* threw himfelf at his feet, and interceded for the town. The Tzar* 
fpurning at him with his foot*, and ftriking him on the face, loaded him with re¬ 
proaches for his ingratitude, and ordered him to prifon; and entering the town, his 
troops committed every fpecies of horror and devaluation, Many of the principal 
inhabitants, retiring into the citadel, determined to defend it to the laft extremity ; 
but perceiving all refifiance fruitlefs, and expefting no quarter, they calmly afleinbled, 
received the facrament, and deftroyed themfelves by blowing up the citadel. Thus 
ended the kingdom of Livonia, four years after it was erected into a fovereignty* 
Magnus obtained his enlargement by paying a confiderable fum of money; and re¬ 
paired, with his confoxt Mary, to Pilten in Courland, where he died in 1583, in ex¬ 
treme difirefst. After the death of her hufband, Maria was enticed in Ruffia, and 
thrown into a nunnery, with her only daughter Eudokia J. She was never releafed 
from her confinement, and the time of her deceafe is uncertain. The remains* both 
of the Queen and her daughter, were depofited in the convent of the Holy Trinity. 

In the fame church repofe the allies of Boris Feodorovitch Godunof, who, upon the 
demife of Feodor Ivanovitch in 1597, was raifed from a private fiation to the throne of 
Ruffia, It is a eircumftance extremely favourable to a virtuous conduct, that a fove¬ 
reign cannot commit one flagrant offence without fuffering the imputation of many 
others ; and that fuppofititious cruelties are always added to a£ts of real tyranny. This 
was the fate of Boris Godunof* who, h? ring defervedly acquired the detdhuion of pof- 

# Henning, author of the Livonian Chronicle, relates this t ran faction more to ibe Honour of Ivan; 
Ho is thus quoted by the authors of the Universal Hiftory, vol xxsv p.242. (t The Tzar laid liege 
to the place, till*-at (Be earneft requefl of the citizens, Magnus, with only a few attendants, went 
into the Tzar's camp, and, falling on his knees, begged pardon for himfelf and the city. Bafilowitz no 
fanner faw the King of Livonia thus proltiate before him, than he demounted from his horfc, and defined 
him to rife, ret joining him his fword, and* after reproaching him with the Ingratitude of h ta latecn^S^ 
fredy pardo tied him and the city, and afTvued them of his protection. At this in flan t a cannon-ball from 
the caflle narrowly miffed killing the Tzar; which lb mcenfed him, that he mounted his horfc and rode 
away dire&ly, [wearing by St. Nicholas, that, for this frefh inftance of perfidy, every peifoit in Wcndeii 
fhbuld {offer death. Magnus was then put under an arreft in a farm-home, and obliged to fign an obliga¬ 
tion, by which he engaged 10 pay the Tzar 40,000 Hungarian Borins hy the next Chriflmas, as a fans- 
faction for the money taken from Polnbenfki; in cafe of failure of payment at that time, to forfeit double 
the fum,.and remain a prifcmer at Mofcow till the whole fhould be difeharged” I have,followed the princL 
pal hiliot iaqs of Sweden and Denmark,- alfo He Id en he in, and Oderborg, who feern iq have given the moil 
probable account of this event, f Heiberg, vol. i, p. 4SS. 

£ Fletcher's State of Ruffia, chap, v* 
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ferity by the perpetration of one crime, has been tmjuftly branded with infamy, even for 
thofe aflions which merit the higheft applaufe, 

Boris Godunof was defcended from a Tartar anceftor, who came into Raffia in 1329, 
and, having embraced Chriflianlty, aflumed the name of Zachary, From Simon Go- 
dim, one of his defendants, the family was known by the furuame of Godunof, and 
\yas greatly diftinguifhed by the elevation of the perfonage now under con fi deration, 

Boris, fon of Feodor Ivanovitch, a nobleman of the Ruffian court, was born in 1522, 
and in the 20th year of his age appointed, by Ivan Vafiilievitch II. to attend his fdn 
Prince Ivan : being fucceflively promoted to higher offices, and obtaining additional in* 
fluence by the marriage of his fitter Irene with Feodor Ivanovitch, he was, upon that mo¬ 
narch’s fucceffion to the throne, created privy counfellor, matter of the horle, and in- 
veiled with the foie direction of affairs. 

Feodor dying without Hfue, the eleftion fell unanimoufly upon Boris Godunof, who 
owed his elevation to the high opinion which all parties entertained of his capacity and 
wifdotn ; to the influence of lus fitter Irene, and to the artful manner with which he af¬ 
fected to decline, while he was mofl ambitious to poflefs, the crown, He deferred his 
elevation by his confummate abilities and popular manners; and, for his political and 
civil deportment, he is juttly ranked among the greateft ftatefnien of his age. 

Happy would it have been for himfelf and country, had he united moderation and 
humanity to thefe fplendid qualities. His perfection of feveral noble families, who 
ttood in the way of his ambitious defigns, and ft ill more the affaffination * of Demetrius, 
brands his character with indelible infamy. But while we admit and deleft in this in- 
flan ce the full extent of his guilt, let not our horror at this crime induce us to mifrepre- 
fetit his mofl laudable actions* Let us not aflert, with his enemies, that to turn the at¬ 
tention of the people from the cataftrophe of the Prince, and to ingratiate himfelf iu 
their favour by an afl: of public munificence, he purpofely fet fire to feveral parts of Mof- 
cow, that he might rebuild them at his own expence! Nor let us, with equal abfurdity 
and injustice, accufe him of privately inviting the Khan of the Tartars to invade Ruflia, 
that he might occupy the public with a foreign war, and acquire frefli glory by repelling 
the enemy! 

We may add to the lift of his fuppofitirious crimes, that he poifoned Feodor \ for the 
Tzar had long laboured under a declining date of health f; and, the year before his 
death, requefted a phyfician from England Even his paternal attention and un¬ 
bounded generofity towards his fubjefls during a famine, which foon after his elevation 
to the throne defolated Mofcow, was turned into an accufation agamft him ; for it was 
infmuated, that from an abfurd delicacy, he would not permit foreigners to fupply the 
Ruffians with corn, and that he joined feveral banditti in plundering the houfes of the 
rich § ; calumnies ably and unanfwerably refuted by Muller. But the brighteft fplen- 
dour of abilities, and even the moft upright ufe of power, will not atone for the ill means 
of acquiring it; and the time arrived, when Boris paid the price for the affaffmation of 

* This is not the proper place to inquire whether Demetrius was really affaffinatetb or whether he ef- 
caped ? for the crime of Boris was the fa me* whether his orders were carried into execution, or eluded. See 
the next chapter. 

f Fbtcher fays of Feodor, that he was inclining to a dropfy. 

i As appears from a letter in the Ruffian archives. 

$ This report, Mr* Muller conjectures, arofe from his compelling the bifhops and nobles, who had a fu- 
perfiuity of corn, to difpofe of it to the poor at an under price, S. R, G* V. 


Demetrius. 
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Demetrius. The death and character of Boris Godunof are thus delineated by an im¬ 
partial hiftorian *. 

The party of the pretended Demetrius increafed daily, and the Ruffians flocked to 
him from all quarters. This circumftance, joined .to the inactivity of the Ruffian army, 
had fuefi an effect upon Boris, that, driven to defpair, he fwallowed poifon f. He felt 
the firfteffefts of the poifon at dinner, and the fymptoms were fo violent, that he had 
fearedy time to enter into the monaftic order before he expired. According to the 
Ruffian cuftom, he changed his name from Boris to Bogolep. His deceafe happened 
on the 13th of April, or the 24th, according to the new flyle, 1605, after a reign of 
eight years and two months. 

“ It mull; be allowed that his death was a great lofs to Ruffia ; for if we except the 
unjuftifiable means by which he raifed himfelf to the throne, and the cruelty with which 
he perfecuted feveral illuftrious families, particularly the houfe of Roinanof, he mufl be 
efleemed an excellent fovereign. Ambition and revenge were his principal vices: on 
the contrary, penetration and fagacity, affability and munificence, political knowledge, 
diligence in the ad mini ft ration of affairs, affiduity in introducing into Ruflia the im¬ 
provements of foreign nations, in a word, unwearied attention to promote the advantage 
of his country, and the welfare of his fubje&s, were confpicuous parts of his character. 
We are apt to overlook the vices of a fovereign in confideration of his princely virtues, 
and in this refpeCt Boris is entitled to our efleem. When we add to thefe confidera- 
tions the long chain of calamities which fucceeded his death, his lofs could not but be 
fenfibly Felt.” 

His remains were at fir ft depofited in the Imperial fepulchre at Mofcow ; but were 
afterwards removed to the convent of the Holy Trinity J. 

Chap, VII. — Hiftory and Adventwes tf the Tzar who reigned under the Name of 

Demetrius. — Seats himfelf on the Throne. •— His Character — and JJfaJf nation. 

— Probably the -real Demetrius. 

AMONG the tombs in the cathedral of St. Michael I had occafion to mention that 
of a child, called by the Ruffians Dmitri, or Demetrius, whofe intricated and contro¬ 
verted hiftory was referved for a feparate narrative. 

Ivan § Vaffilievitch II. left two fons ; Feodor who fucceeded to the throne, and De 7 
metrius, an infant, who was educated at Uglitz under the care of his mother the Tzarina 
Maria Feodorofna, and in the eighth year of his age was faid to have been affaffinated 

* Muller* S. R. G* V, p, 247. 

f Capram Margaret fays* that he died of an apoplexy. Etatde la Ruffie, p. nit. 

■J For the Hiftory of Boris Godunof* fee Muller, S. R- G. Vol. v. p. 27 to 249* 

§ I had fiuifhed this chapter before the publication of L’Evefque’s Hiftoire de Ruffie. That ingenious 
author has, in his account of the perfon who (lyled himfelf Demetrius, advanced many plaulible arguments 
to {hew, that he was probably not an impoftor j and though they appear to me unanfwcrable, and it is eafy 
to perceive that lit entirely leans to that opinion, yet he candidly concludes with after ting* ** Flufkurs ob- 
jeftinne que j*ai hazavd£es contre l’impoflure d*0trepief me paraiftent d ? une grande force, je n’oferai cepen- 
dant decider la queftion .** See Hif. de Ruff v,lii, p. 226 to 236. It may ferve, perhaps, as an addi- 
^ional proof in favour of Demetrius, that two foreigners, who viftted Ruffia, both unbiafTcd by national pre¬ 
judices, and without the leaft communication, ihould hold nearly the fame opinion upon fo intricate a 
fubje£t* 

4L by 


vol. vr. 
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by order of Boris Godunof*. The real eircumfiances of this aflaffination, being pur- 
pofely withheld from the public, are varioufly related: and the following particulars are 
alone unqueftionable. A body, fuppofed to be that of the young Prince, was found 
•weltering in its blood ; and certain perlons, confidered as the aflaffins, were inflantly 
put to death by the inhabitants of Uglitz. The account of the cataltrophe being trans¬ 
mitted to Mofcow, Boris Godunof, after circulating a report that Demetrius had, in a 
fit of phrenzy, put a period to his own life, difpatched his creatures Vaffiii Shuilki and 
Cletchnin to inquire into the circumftances of his death. Having examined the body of 
the deceafed, they declared it to be that of Demetrius, and confirmed the report. 
Maria Feodorofna, accufed of grofs inattention to her foil’s fecurity, was compelled'to 
aflume the veil, and confined in a convent; many Inhabitants of Uglitz, who fpoke 
freely concerning the murder, were capitally puniihed; fome were imprifoned, and others 
banithed. ■ 

Boris Godunof managed this horrid tranfaclion with fuch art and fecrecy, that fcarcely 
any fufpicions were entertained againft him, until thirteen years afterwards a perfon 
made his appearance under the name of Demetrius: he declared that his mother, fuf- 
picious of the attempts againft her fon s life, had removed him from Uglitz, and fubfti- 
tuted another child, who was affaffinated in his place; and that, being educated in a 
convent, and concealed from the knowledge of his perfecutors, he had efcapcd from 
Ruflia into Poland. Being there admitted into the fervice of Wiefnovitfki, a Pole of 
great dillinftiun.he dilcovered himfelf to that nobleman, who warmly efpoufed hiscaufe. 
Boris Godunof, having received intelligence of this unexpected claimant, diffeinmated 
a report, that the impoftor, who affumed the name of Demetrius, was a monk (lyled 
Gregory or Grifka Otrepief; and fpared neither threats nor bribes to obtain poffeffion 
of his perfon. When rhefe expedients failed of fuccefs, he difpatched his emiflaries into 
Poland to aflaffinate him. 

Wiefnovitfki, alarmed for the fafety of his fugitive, recommended him to the protec¬ 
tion of the fenator George Mnilhek Palatine of Sendomir, a nobleman of great confe- 
qutnce in Poland. Demetrius (if I may be allowed to call him by that name) being ac¬ 
knowledged by him the rightful heir of the Ruffian throne, was foon afterwards betrothed 
in marriage to the Palatine’s daughter Marina, and, in the beginning of 1603, was in¬ 
troduced to Sigifmond 111 . King of Poland. Being admitted to a public audience before 
the diet, he e. cited the companion of the affembly by the affe&ing manner in which he 
related his adventures; and though Sigifmond and the diet regretted that the fituation of 
their country prevented them from openly feconding his pretenfions, yet they teftified 
the moft cordial attachment to his interefts, and laid no prohibition 011 thole nobles 

* Muller relates from a Ruffian manufeript, that twelve perfon s were privy to the in ruder, amongft 
whom were the Prince's uurfe and her fon, who perpetrated the deed ; that it was committed at mid-day 
in the court-yard of the palace, and that a belhringer, who was upon the top of an adjoining cathedral, 
faw the whole trarfadion Parens afferts, that the Prince was murdered during the corifufion of a fire, 
purpfiftly occafioned by one of the afTaffins. Margaret and Gravenbuck fay that the a/Taffin was fon of the 
Tzarina Maria's lVeretary ; and It is generally affirmed, that it happened at midnight.—The Ruffian aur 
thors npimally prefer the firft account, becaufe it was more difficult at mid-day to fubditute ajihild 'here 
is no reafon to be furprifed at thefe con trad idfcory opinions, when it is coniidered, as L’Evefquc juftly ob- 
fervtfc, f< que Boris fupprima toue lea details de cet horrible affaire ; qu’il trompa le Tzar et le public Le 
U public fut doncalurs mpl inftruit des circonflances de cet evenement, el le temps n*a pn y ajofiter que de. 
f* nouvrflw obfen rites* D’affiturs, mm me le dit Margaret, on obfervait en Ruffie tin fecret fi profond fur 
u tontes ks affaires, qu’il etait fort difficile d’apprendre la verite de ce qu’oo n’avait pas vu de fee yeux. ?J 
YuL in. p. 2 
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who might be difpofed to engage in his fupport. By the affi fiance of his two patrons, 
Wiefnovitflu ami the Palatine of Sendomir, Demetrius entered Rufiia in the month of 
Auguft, 1604, at the head of 4000 Poles; and being foon joined by many Ruffians, par¬ 
ticularly by the Coflacs of the Don, advanced ahnoft without oppofnion to Novogorod 
Severlkoi, and routed in December an army of 40,000 men ; but was not long after¬ 
wards defeated with great flaughter, by Prince Vaflili Shuilki General of Boris Godunof. 
Eight thoufand of his followers were either killed or taken priloners, and all his artillery 
and colours fell into the hands of the enemy j his horfe was wounded under him, and 
he himfelf efcaped with difficulty. 

This overthrow occafioned the defection of the Polilh troops; and Demetrius him¬ 
felf, difmayed with his lofs, would have retreated precipitately into Poland, had he not 
been diffuaded by the importunities of his Ruffian adherents; many of whom believed 
him to be the true Demetrius, and all dreaded the vengeance of Boris Godunof. Over¬ 
come by their entreaties he continued his march, and HOtwithftamling his late difeomfi- 
ture, was foon at the head of a numerous army of Ruffians, who flocked to his ftand- 
ard from all quarters. Not only the populace, ever prone to credulity, but even men of 
the higheft birth and quality, gave credit to his pretenfions; not only the diftant pro¬ 
vinces fupported his caufej but the people rofe even at Mofcow, and publicly proclaimed 
that Demetrius had efcaped from his aflaffins, and claimed allegiance as their rightful fo- 
vereign. This infurrefiion was immediately quelled ; but although Boris Godunof in- 
fii&ed the fevered punilhment upon his adherents, though the Patriarch publiflied a ban 
of excommunication againll him and his party, and though Vaflili Shuilki affirmed that 
he had himfelf examined the body of the deceafed Prince at Uglitz; yet an univerfal 
belief fpread through all ranks, that the pretender to the throne was the real fon of 
Ivan Vaffilievitch II. 

The fudden death of Boris Godunof enfured the fuccefs of Demetrius. Feodor Eo- 
rifovitch, declared fucct-flbr to his father by the Patriarch and nobles who were prefent 
at Mofcow, was deferred by the principal Generals of the Ruffian army, and by many 
perfons of diftinflion. His troops at this inaufpicious juncture were fuddenly attacked 
and defeated; and thofe who efcaped were perfuaded to fwear fealty to his rival, who, 
ftrengthened by this acceffion, advanced by hafty marches towards the capital without 
the lead oppofition ; the highways were lined with people the towns opened their 
gates with every demonftration of joy, while Demetrius fupported the prepofleffion of 
the Ruflians in favour of his birth by the affability of his demeanour, and the graceful- 
nefs of his perfon. Having publilhed a manifefto to the inhabitants of Mofcow, with 
offers of clemency and favour on their return to their duty, they rofe in arms, ftormed 
the place, ftrangled Feodor Borifovitch, and recognifed the title of Demetrius. On 
the 30th of June the new Tzar entered Mofcow in triumph, and took poffeffion of the 
throne with univerfal approbation. His pretenfions to the crown, as real fon of Ivan 
Vaffilievitch, were confirmed by the public teftimony of Maria Feodorofna, whom Boris 
Godunof had imprifoned in a diftant monaftery, and whom Demetrius, at his acceffion 
releafed from her confinement. Upon her approach to Mofcow, on the 8th of July, he 
rode to meet her at the head of a numerous proceffion, and at the firft appearance of her 
carriage, alighted from his horfe, and ran to embrace her. The tendernefs and affec¬ 
tion which both parties difplayed on this intereftmg occafion drew tears from the fpefta- 
tors and the flrong expreffions of tranfport with which the Tzarina openly acknow¬ 
ledged him for her fon, teemed to confirm the reality of his imperial lineage. Soon 
after this interview he was crowned with the ufual pomp, and feemed firmly feated upon 
the throne, in the poffeffion of which he would probably have maintained himfelf by a 
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conformity to the manners of his fubje&s, and by a prudent deference to their civil and 
religious eftablifhment. But his avowed contempt of the Ruffian cudoms, and his public 
negleft of their religious ceremonies, foon alienated the affections of his iubje£ts, and 
precipitated him from the throne as rapidly as he had af’cended it. 

Margaret, who had frequent accefs to the perfon ol Demetrius, has fketched hispor- 

trait in a ffiort but lively manner. . . , 

“ He had no beard, was of a middle ftature, and of dark complexion, his limbs were 
ftrong and nervous, and he had a wart under his right eye. He was active, fpirited, and 
merciful, foon offended, and as foon appealed ; liberal, ambitious, and defirous of mak¬ 
ing himfelf known to pofterity; in a word, he was a Prince who loved honour, and re¬ 
commended it by Ins own example*.” 

If we fhould allow that Margaret has concealed many of his defe&s, and placed Ins 
virtues in the moft advantageous light, yet the acrimony and injuftice which appears in 
many parts of the following extracts from his character, as drawn even by Muller, the 
moft candid of his opponents, will prevent impartial perfons from giving implicit credit 
to the reprefentations of his enemies. 

« The falfef Demetrius was of a middle fize, dark complexion, and had one arm 
fhorter than the other. He would have been efteemed not deficient in wifdom, had he 
not been fo precipitate in bis conduit, and had he conformed his behaviour to the difpo- 
fition and temper of his fubje&s. Jn Poland he applied himfelf to the ftudy of lan¬ 
guages, arts, and fciences; he converfed in Latin \ and Polifli with fluency ; he was well 
acquainted with hiftory, and particularly with that of Ruffia and the neighbouring king¬ 
doms , he was well verfed in mufic, and poflefled other liberal accomplifhments. On 
account of his addrels.and good fortune in obtaining the crown, he was efteemed a ma¬ 
gician. Warlike exercife and hunting were his principal amufements. He had fome 
knowledge of engineering and artillery, was fond of catling cannon, and foot with fuch 
fkill as to furprize the moft. dexterous markfmen. He was zealous to improve the dif- 
cipline of his army, for which purpofe he would often review his troops, intlrud them 
in different manoeuvres, tlorm ramparts and fortifications; and as he was always fore- 
moft, and the moft eager among the aflailanrs, was often rudely handled in the fray. 

« Defircus to be elteemed a'patron of juftice, he put to death feveral judges who 
were convidcd of iniquitous practices* But was not this mode ot pioceeding rather a 
proof of his inclination to cruelty ? and might it not arife from a defire of ftriking terror 
into his fubjeSs § ? 

** His munificence, for which he has been extolled, was both extravagant and ill- 
placed ; he heaped bounties upon Polifli muficians and other minions, and drained the 
treafury by enormous expences ||. Like all voluptuaries he was fickle and impetuous. 

* Margaret, p I+I. + S. R.G Vol. v. p. 301, &C-. _ . 

+ His undcrltanding Latin has been urged againft Him as 21 proof that He was educated by the Jefuits, 
Margaret, However, pofitively aftms, that he was not in the lead acquainted with that language. II eft 
tres certain quinine parlolt tuillement Latin, jVn puis temoigner, tnoins It fcavoit ft lire et ecrue* Ibid 

P I^Afiippofiiionwhich fhews a ftrong difpofition in the oppofueparty to mifreprefent the moft favourable 

pans of bh conduct , TT - r t - 

u The accounts of Hb extravagance were groisly exaggerated* He 13 laid to have given orders for a 

throne of raafiy filver, fupported by fix lions of the fame coftly materials ; and ior n footftool of pure gold, 
for the ceremony of his coronation, fruddfd with fix Hundred diamonds, fix hundred rubies, fix hundred 
fappliires, fix hundred emeralds, fix hundred Tuvkiih ftones; all of a large ike, but fome of the latter 
were as big as half a pigeon's egg* It muil be remarked, that this footftool was already in the treafury 
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All his actions proved an extraordinary pronenefs to prefer his own precipitate refolu- 
tions to the molt prudent advice, and to adopt the raffiert meafures. His hidden eleva¬ 
tion rendered him infolent; he was fo ambitious, that even the Ruffian empire appeared 
too fmall to fatisfy his Juft of dominion, and he extended his views to the reduaion of 
Turkey and Tan ary. His ebriety and incontinence were his mo it notorious vices, which 
frequently expofed him in the eyes of the public. Bcfides the Princefs Irene, the daugh¬ 
ter of Boris Godunof, alt who plesded him were facrificed to his dcfires, without the lead; 
regard to rank or age * *\ 

u On his acceffion to the throne he was eafy of aecefs, but gradually became fufpicious 
of his fubjeds ; he had a foreign guard, and often refufed audience to the Ruffian no¬ 
bility, when he admitted the Poles without referve. He feemed to fu mm on the privy- 
counfellors only for the purpofe of turning them to ridicule* If a Ruffian lodged a com¬ 
plaint again fl a Pole, he could never obtain jufUee, and mfult was added to injury.. 
Probably this infolence was the chief caufe of his fubfequent misfortunes ; and his fall 
would at leaft have been retarded, had he endeavoured to conciliate the affection of the 
principal nobles* Rut the circumflance which principally contributed to his lots of po¬ 
pularity, was the little reverence which he profefied for the ceremonies of the Greek 
church* On his arrival atHlofcow he entered the two cathedrals with drums beating 
and trumpets founding ; he paid no refpe£t to the clergy ; he made no difhn£tion 
between fafts and feftivals, would neither bow nor crofs himfelf before the facred 
paintings ; he profaned the church by admitting foreigners at the time of divine 
fervice, and Hill more by the number of dogs which fallowed him upon the fame 
occafion. 

u He was not only fo much attached to the Polifh cufloms and drefs as to prefer them 
upon all occafions ; bur he even ridiculed the Ruffian manners, and in every inftance 
deviated from the examples of the Tzars his predeceffbrs. Inftead of fhovvmg himfelf to 
the people feldoin, and only upon extraordinary occafions with a large retinue, he was 
accuftomed to traverfe the (Ireets with n few fervants ; he commonly rode, and, as he 
was an excellent horfeman, was generally mounted upon the moft fiery Heeds ; he 
hunted frequently, had mafic at hisrepafh, never flept at mid-day, never bathed. Thefe 
trifling circumfiances were regarded in fo ferious a light, that the omiffion of them ren¬ 
dered him the object of general hatred ; and it was commonly reported, that the perfon 
who could ihow fuch a diftafte for the cuftoms of his country, could never be defeended 
from the race of ancient fovereigns. It was an obvious inference, to conftder the de- 
fpifer of hisfubjeftsas their enemy. Under fuch circumftances his deflruftion feemed 
inevitable f; and yet near a year elapfed before any tumult broke out. At length his 
marriage with a foreign lady clofed the feene ; and it would have been a wonder if he 
had continued any longer upon the throne/* 

Having 


when Demetrius afeended the throne, and was a prefen t from the Sophy of PerJia to Ivan Vaflilievitch II. 
S. R. G. Vol, v. p. 33 j, Many fimilar ornaments employed at his coronation had been ufed by the former 
fbverdgnSj who were crowned with Afiatic magnificence.. 

* Thefe parts of his conduct were atfo greatly mifrep refen ted. L ? Evefque aliens, with great appear¬ 
ance of probability, that thefe reports of his incontinence were not founded in truth ; and particularly denies 
that the Princefs Irene was facrificed to his defires. Vol. 111. p. aoz. 

+ Muller relates an account of a match with fnow-balls between the Ruffian fbldienfand Poles; when, 
ihc latter, at the command of Demetrius, filled the fnow-balls with land and (tones, by which the Ruffians 
(blauc Augen und blutige Koepfe bekamen) received many black eyes and bloody heads. Such abfurd ac* 

cufatio&r 
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Having in Poland betrothed himfelf to Marina, the daughter of the Palatine Mnifchek, 
he difpatched a fplendid embafiy to demand her in marriage. The efpoufals were per¬ 
formed at Cracow, and the bride having made her entry into Mofcow, accompanied 
with a large fuite of Poles, was lodged in a nunnery until the folemnization of the nup¬ 
tials : during tliis interval hedifturbed the devotion of the holy fifterhood with repeated 
feafls, concerts, and balls, whereby he excited public horror, as a violator of religious 
difcipline. By this infatuated behaviour he inflamed the ditaffeftion of his fubjefts to 
fuch a degree, that a regular confpiracy was concerted againlt him. The leader was 
Prince Vaffili Ivanovitch Shuifki, the fame perfon who had owed his life to the lenity of 
Demetrius, and on whom this aft of clemency had no other effeft than to render him 
more cautious in his fubfequent machinations againfl: his benefaftor. Demetrius fre¬ 
quently received intimations from different quarters of a projected infurreftion; the po¬ 
pular odium betrayed itfelf by the molt alarming fymptoms j perfons were heard ex¬ 
claiming in the flreets, “The Tzar is an heretick, worfe than a Turk, and not the fon 
of Ivan Vaffilievitch.” But, either from a natural magnanimity that braved all danger, 
or from the incon ft derate levity of his character, he was infenfible to all thefe prognoses; 
and by obflinately perfevering in his unpopular conduft, feemed almoft to invite de- 
flruftion. ' 

The infurreftion broke out early in the morning on the 17th of May. The confpi- 
rators fecured the principal avenues of the city ; the great bell in the Kremlin, the com¬ 
mon fignal of alarm, was tolled; and a confuted cry was fpread among the people, that 
the Poles were preparing to maffacre the inhabitants. Vaffili Shuifki, who fecretly in¬ 
flamed the public dilcontents, led the way to the palace, bearing a crofs in one hand, 
and a fabre in the other, accompanied by avail multitude armed with the firfl weapons 
which chance prefented. This party, having overpowered the guards, burft open the 
gates of the palace, and rallied towards the royal apartment. Demetrius, awakened by 
the tumult, iummoned the few guards who were immediately about his perfon, and ral¬ 
lying, without a moment’s deliberation, againfl his affailants, hewed down feveral of the 
foremoll: being foon overborn by numbers, he attempted to retreat into the interior 
part of the palace j but, clolely preffed by his puriuers, precipitated himfelf from a 
window into a court, and diflocated his thigh with the fall. 

Being dilcovered in this deplorable condition, he was re-conveyed to the palace, and 
brought before Vaffili Shuifki, who loaded him with reproaches for hisimpofture. Not 


cu rations do not merit tenons refutation. Many idle tales arealfc gravely related againfl; him; and indeed every 
circumftance of his conduft was malevolently interpreted. Among the public diverfions which he gave in 
honour of his marriage, was a fire-work, in which a dragon was reprefented with three heads fpitlwg out 
flames. Such a fpeftacle being uncommon in the country, affrighted the Ruffians; and it was reported 
that the Tzar had^ contrived it on pitrpofe to alarm his fubjefts. 1 lie Poles were not wanting upon this 
and all other occafions to ridicule the ignorance and fimplicity of the Ruffians, which increafed the hatred 
againfl them and the foverefgn who protefted them, A wooden tower was alfo conflritftcd near the city, 
which, upon a certain day, was to te attacked with a cannonade and ftormed. After the affaffination of 
Demetrius, Vaffili Shuiflci publicly afferted in a manifefto, that Demetrius intended to take the opportunity, 
which the ftorming of this to wei- prefen ted, of maffacring many inhabitants of Mofcow. The gates of the 
city were to he fudder.ly fhut, the cannon to be fired among the people, and thofe who efcaped to be hewn 
in pieces by the Coffacs and Stvelitz, and the R uffian nobles to be murdered by the Polifli troops. This ac¬ 
count, fo improbable in itfelf, is only fupported by the fuppofed confelfion of two Polifli nobles, to whom 
Demetrius is faid to have revealed it a day or two before his affaffination ; but we may more juftly believe it 
to have been a calumny, invented by Vaffili Shuifki, to render the memory of his rival more odious. See 
S. R. G- Vol, v. 34a—346. 
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difmayed however, with the menaces of his enemy* he perfilted* in maintaining himfetf 
to be the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievirch IL and appealed to the teftimony of his mother, 
who refided in a neighbouring convent. The firmnefs and confiftency of his afleven- 
rions made a conliderable impreffion upon many of the Ruffian foldiers, who peremp¬ 
torily declared, that they would prated him from all injury, xinlefs Maria Feodorofna 
formally renounced him as her fon. On this unexpeded declaration, Vaffili Shuifki, 
accompanied by fome Rufltan nobles of his party, repaired to the convent, and returned 
inftantly with the following anfwer from the Princefs ; (C The real Demetrius was flain 
at Uglirz ; the perfon who at prefent affumes his name is an impodor ; and I was con- 
drained by menaces to acknowledge him for my fon.” On the delivery of this meffage* 
the unhappy Monarch was inftantly lacrificed to the fury of his enemies Neither was 
their vengeance appeafed by his death, hue extended even to his inanimate body ; it was 
pierced with repeated wounds, ftripped and expofed for three days to the infults of the 
populace; it was then depofited in the public charnel houfe, and afterwards f reduced 
to allies, from a notion that the earth would be polluted by the interment of fo unholy 
a corpfe. 

The aflaffination of Demetrius was followed by a general tumult; the houfes of 
foreigners were pillaged ; and not only the Poles, who fell into the hands of the people, 
but even many Ruffians who wore the Poliffidrefs, were maffacred. Though this fiate 
of anarchy tailed only ten hours, yet more than two thoufand perfons loll their lives* 
The dreadful fcene was finally clofed by the eleftion of Vaffili Ivanovitch Shuifkt to the 
throne of Ruffia. Manifeftos \ were immediately publilhed, in which the new Tzar juf- 
tified his conduct, and detailed the hiftory and fortunes of his predeceffior, whom he 
pronounced an adventurer, whofe real name was Grifka Gtrepief. lie afcribes to him 
an intention of extirpating the principal Ruffian nobility, and of introducing the Roman 
Catholic religion into Ruffia; accufes him of holding a correfpondence with the Pope 
for that purpofe; infinuates that he had even promiled to cede the provinces of Smo- 
lenlko and Steveria to the King of Poland ; reprefents him as an heretic and a forcerer ; 
difplays, in the moll odious colours, his averfion to the manners and cuftoms of the 
Ruffians, his attachment to foreigners, and expatiates with much art upon every part of 
his character which wasmofi likely to excite the public abhorrence. A few days after¬ 
wards a manifefto appeared in the name of the Tzarina Maria Feodorofna, in which 
fhe apologizes for having owned the impoftor for her ion, and again acknowledges that 
the real Demetrius was affaffinated at Uglitz; that theimpollor, at their interview.near 
Mofcow, firfl accotled her alone §, and threatened her and her family with the mod 
cruel torments, ii ffie refufed to recognize him as her offspring. 


# Mr. Muller fays, all the Ruffian writers declare, that he confefTed bis im poll lire ; hut it is certain that 
he did not ; otherw’fe why did Vaffili Shmfki repair to the convent to obtain the Tz^rina^ declaration,, 
when me own conftffion would have been fully fufficient. 

I b Rems, by other accounts, that the body was fbft buried without the city j and that the multitude 
flocked in crowds to die place. The common people believed that mu lie was heard in the night, and that 
ipettres were fecn hovetrug about the place where he was buried. For thefe reafons the body was dug up, 
and fhot bom the meat of a cannon,” Schmidt R. G. vol. i, p. 362* The author of the Ruffian Im- 
poflor alfo writes,^ 11 The people dug up his poor carcnfe out of an obicure grave, and after a repetition o£ 
barbarities upon him, they burn the body, and fcattered the aihes in the air,” p. 125. 

t Mr, Midler found thefe maniftftos in the archives of Tfherdin* S, R. 0.34^. 364, 366 / 

§ Habe mit irh geredit ohne dafs jetnand von deu iloiarne, odev arulern Leuten, dabey feyn doer feu, 
S. R G. vol v. p. 367. Margaret, on the contrary, who was probably prefent at this interview, fays 
expremy, “ aptes costfeveneta dtan quart d*heur, at prefena tie tout ks nobles it tie ceua de la vitlk, See. 
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AH thefe allegations, however, thus urged again ft the pretenhons. of Demetrius, could 
not efface the prepoffeflions entertained by the generality of the Ruffians in favour of 
his imperial defcent. A frefh infurre&iori was hourly expected, and feme tranfient 
tumults took place* in which Vaflili Shuifki narrowly efeaped deft ruction. In this cri¬ 
tical Hate of affairs he had recourfe to. an expedient, for the purpofe of appealing the 
public fufpicions. A rumour being fpread* that the body of the young Prince, formerly 
murdered at Uglitz, had performed miracles, a deputation of lev end bifhops and nobles 
was difpatched to take up the hallowed corple from the fepulchre, and to iranfport it to 
Mofcow. 

“ Upon opening the tomb/* relates Muller from the Ruffian archives,an agreeable 
odour filled the whole church* the body was uncorrupted* and the very clothes entire ; 
one of his hands gral'ped fome nuts that were fprinkled with blood* and which the young 
Prince had been eating at the in ft ant of his affaffination. His relics were carried in 
great Hate to Mofcow: on their approach to the city they were met by Vaflili Slmilki, 
the widow of Ivan Vaflilievitch 1 L and a large concourle of people, and depofited with 
much folemnity in the cathedral of St- Michael. During the proceffion* many troubled 
with various diforders were miraculoufl.y reftored to health : after the body was placed 
in the cathedral* thirteen fick perfons declared themfelves relieved of their complaints 
by the interpofition of the faint, and the fame number were healed on the enfuing 
day V* 

Let cs contrail this account with the relation of theoppofite party. 

(C On the 4th of June a difpute concerning Demetrius arofe between the Strelitz and 
the people* who afferted that he was not an impoftor, The Tzar and the boyars cry 
out* The people (hall have occular demonflration* that the true Demetrius was killed at 
Uglitz; his body is now removing to Mofcow* and has performed many ftupendens 
miracles. The boyars procured a poor man's child, about thirteen years of age* cut its 
throat* and having committed it for a few days to the ground, conveyed it to Mofcow* 
fhowed it to the people* and declared that this was the true Demetrius* whofe body* 
although long interred* was ftill uneorrupted* which the fooiifh multitude believed* and 
were appealed f/' 

The reader will judge which of thefe two accounts is mofl likely to be true. 

With refpeft to niyfelf, I fliall only add, that having endeavoured to examine thehif- 
tory of the Tzar Demetrius without prejudice or partiality* I am ftrongly inclined to 
believe that he was not an impoftor* but the real perfonage whofe name he a (fumed j. 

Chap. 

* S. R. G- vol. V. p. 371. d Payerne in Schmidt Ruff. Geff. vol. i- ^4* 

J For the hiftory of Demetrius, fee Petrems Mofcov. Chron. Margaret's Eftat, de la Ruffie, p/18 and 
19. in —175. Pay erne in Schmidt. Ruff. Gef. vol. ii. and particularly Mullet's S R. G. voh v. p, 1 Si 
to 380, That ingenious author has drawn together, in one point of view, the principal events of this 
troublcfomc serai and has reconciled, as much as poffible, the contradictory accounts of the different writ¬ 
ers : and though he has adopted the Ruffian prejudices, yet he has given the arguments of the oppofilc 
party with as much candour as could be expected from an author who wrote in Ruilia. 

Since the publication of this chapter, the death of Muller allows me to declare {what delicacy at that 
time prevented me from afferting) his full conviction that the Tzar was the reab Demetrius. As his 
impofture/* he faid f< is an article of faith, I could not venture to publish my'real opinion in this country. 
But in perufing my account with attention, you will perceive that the arguments which I have advanced in 
favour df the impofture, are weak and incm clufive/ > He added, fmiling, (< If you write on the fubjedf* 
tefute me with freedom ; but do not mention my confeffion during my life-time*” He then related a con- 
terfation with the Emprefs on this fubjeft, when fhe was at Mofcow. 44 I am informed/ 5 fhe faid, " that 
you doujjt whether Grifka was an impoftor ; tell me freely what is your opinion ? ,J Muller refpedlfully 
evaded the quetUon j but being ftill further prdled, replied* u Your Majefty Is well acquainted that the 
/ 6 * body 
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Chap. VIII._ Of the Princefs Sophia Alexiefna.—Mifreprcfentation of her Character .— 

Jit/lif cation of her Conduct.—Her Fall and Imprifonment. ~ UnjufUy accufed of attempt¬ 
ing to affujfnate Peter.— She ajfumes the Veil.—Her Death. 

SCARCELY any portion in the annals of this country is more important than the 
minority of Peter the Great; and no charader more grofsly mifreprefented than that 
of his filler Sophia Alexiefna, who governed Ruffia during that period. This illuftri- 
ous Princefs united many perfonal and mental accomplilhments; but as fhe headed a 
party in oppofition to Peter, the idolatry univerlally paid to him has contributed to 
diminifh the luftre of her adminiftration. 

I was led into thefe reflections from a vifit which I paid to the Devitchei nunnery in 
the fuburbs of Mofcovv, where Sophia was confined during the laft feventeen years of 
her life; and as we have fcarcely any knowledge of her character but through the me¬ 
dium of her adverfaries, I fliall throw together a few particulars, which induce me to 
judge favourably of her conduit * *. 

Sophia 


body of the true Demetrius is depofited in the cathedral of St. Mich tel; that he is adored as a faint, and hi* 
relics perforin miracles What will become of thefe relics fhoulcl Grilka be proved to be the real Deme¬ 
trius ?” “ True,” returned the Emprefs, fmiling, “but let me know what would be your opinion if thefe 

relics did not exili J” Muller, however, dill prudently declined giving a direft anfwer, and the Empref* 
urged him no farther 

This confeffion of Mr Muller, who was the mofl aide advocate of the opinion, that the Tzar was att 
importer, might perhaps render it unncceffary to repiint the remaining part of the chapter, which was 
principally employed in refuting his arguments j but for the fatisfa£lion of the reader, who may wifh to fee 
the ilatements on both Tides of the quell ion, it is infer ted in the Appendix. 

* Three foreign writers have principally contributed to render the chara&er of Sophia extremely odious* 

N The £rft is Gordon, in his “ Life of Pder the Great” But his teftimony is extremely exceptionable, 
as well tin account of his partiality to Peter, as becaufe he was prejudiced againfl Prince Vaffili Galitzin, 
Sophia's prime mimiter, for having degraded his relation and patron General Patrick Gordon. See ICorb 
Diarium, p 216. 

z* The fecond author is La Neuvllle, in his ** Relation de la Mofcovie” who dignifies himfelf with the 
title of Envoy from the King of Poland to the court of Mofcow, and is generally fuppofed to have been 
refident In that city at the time of Sophia’s fall. His authority, theiefore, is deemed tjmquelUonable, and 
the enemies of this Princefs have not failed to cite It in proof of their aecufations. Any per Ton, however, 
in the leall converfant with the hiftory of Ruffra, will perceive in t)iis work the groffdl contradictions, and 
the moll abfurd tales. The author, after loading the cbara&er of Sophia with more deceit and cruelty than 
ever difgraced a Tiberius, or a Gfcfar Borgia, affe&s the mo ft perfcdl knowledge of the fee ret cabals be¬ 
tween her and Prince Galhzm: he aflerts their Intention of marrying, of re-uniting the Greek and Latin 
churches, of compelling Pet* r to ajTume the monadic habit, or, if that failed, of afLffinating him, of de¬ 
claring the children of Ivan illegitimate, and of fecuring the throne to themfelves and their heirs. And as 
If thid chimerical project was fure of facet fs, he adds, Prince Galitzin had ft ill further views : he hoped, by 
re-uniting Ruffia ro the Roman catholic church, to obtain the Pope's permiflion (if he ihoujd furvive So¬ 
phia) to appoint his foil fueeefTor to the throne, in preference to thofe whom helhould have by the Princefs, 
while his wife was alive. But fitch abfurd accounts carry their own refutation, and the writer who retails 
them muft furely defer ve no credit, even fhould he be Je temoin occulaire,” as Voltaire %lea him, de 
ce qui fe pafiV* But the truth is, this envoy to Mofcow is a feppofititious perfon 1 the author was Adrien 
Baillet, who ftykd himfelf de la Neuville, from a village of that name, in which he was born, and was never 
in Ruffia, The f( Relation tk la Mofcoyfc,” was publiihed at the Hague in 169^ ; and was probably com¬ 
piled by the author from the vague accounts of fome of Peter's adherents, who in 1697 accompanied that 
Monarch into Holland 

In Menkeni Bibliotheca, La « Relation de la Mofiovk” is mentioned among the works of Adrien Baillet, 
for an account of whom, fee Niceron s (< Hommes Illujlres ; ,J article Ad. Baillet. 

tol. vr. 4 >1 3. Voltaire 
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Sophia was born in October, 1658. Her father, Alexey Michaelovitcb, was twice 
married ; by his firft wife Maria Tlinitchna, of the family of MiMlaffki, he had Feodor, 
Ivan, and feveral Princeffes, among whom was Sophia ; and Peter the Great by his 
fecond wife Natalia Kirilotha, of the family of Narifkin. During Maria's life, her family 
enjoyed confiderable influence; but after her deceafe, and upon Alexey's marriage with 
Natalia, their power was eclipfed by the fuperior afcendancy of the Narifkins. Hence 
two parties were formed at court, and perpetual quarrels took place between the chil¬ 
dren of Alexey by his firft wife, and their ftep-mother Natalia. During this period, 
Ivan Michaelovitch Milolaffki, the head of that* *family, endeavoured fecretly to under¬ 
mine the Narifkins: he attributed to their influence the increafe of the taxes, and the 
delay in paying the troops, and reproached them as the authors of all the grievances 
which were urged againlt the government of Alexey. By thefe and other artifices he 
laboured to render them unpopular; and having gained a large body of Strelitz*, 
waited for a favourable opportunity to execute his defignsf. On the acceflmn of Feo¬ 
dor, his relations, the family of Milolaffki, re-afllimed their importance, and the Narif- 
kins were excluded from all fhare in the adminiftration of affairs, 

Sophia gained the affeftion of her brother Feodor, by the fuperiority of her under- 
ftanding, infinuating addrefs, and unwearied attention during his long iUneJfs. To her 
the Tzar, whofe infirmities rendered him unfit to govern, refigned the direction of af¬ 
fairs, and at her fuggeftion, placed hrsTole confidence in Prince Vaffili Galitzin, a noble¬ 
man who had greatly diflinguifhed himfelf under the reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, for 
his political abilities. 

Feodor dying without ifFue, April 1682, Ivan his brother, and rightful heir of the 
throne, was excluded from the fucceflion on account of his incapacity, and his half- 
brother Peter declared Tzar. In regard to this event, the partizans of Peter endea¬ 
voured to eftablifh two portions : t. That he was raifed to this dignity in confequence 
of Feodor's exprefs appointment; and 2, By the unanimous voice of the nation. 

With refpefil to the firft pofition, the nomination of Peter J ; when we confider that 
Feodor was governed by Sophia and his own family, it is not probable, that he fliould 
afit in direfit oppofuion to their interefts ; and enfure, by the nomination of Peter, the 
adimni ft ration of affairs to the Narilkins. This fiate of the cafe has been lately eftab- 
lifted by a Ruffian hiftorian who informs us, from the authority of authentic records 
that Peter did not owe bis elevation to any declaration of Feodor in his favour, but to 


3. Voltaire lias contributed more than any other writer to fpread reports injurious to Sophia j but the 
truth of his narrative of her rife, ad mimlt ration, and fall, is liable to the ilnmgeft objections ; he draws 
many fa£ts, urged again ft Sophia, From the work of the ftippofed Polifh envoy, La Neuviile, which has 
been fhown to be of no authority, and extracts the remainder almofl folely from certain memoirs, which 
were tranfmitted to him by order of the Emprefs Elizabeth, Petcris daughter. 

But the violent prepofiefllons conceived agaiuft the memory of this unfortunate Prlncefs begin to fubflde. 
Muller has ventured to juftfty her character in fome inftancea; the author of the ft Antidote to the Abbe 
de Chapped Journey into Siberia,” fpeaks of her in a Favourable manner ; and L'Evefque has evidently 
fhown, that her character has been grofsly mifrr prefen ted. I had already iimfhcd this chapter, as well as 
the Salt, before his hiftory made ha appearance, and though the arguments of that judicious hiftorian had no 
fhare in forming, they certainly confirmed my opinion in favour of Sophia. 

* The Ruffian regiments of guards were called Strelitz, or St re I [ft, until they were fupprefied, and the 
name aholfthed by Peter the Great. 

J SumorokoPs Aufruehr der Sttelitzen, p. 4. 

% t( Feodor avant d’expirer, voyant que ton frere Ivan, trap difgracie de la nature, etait incapable de 
regner, nommapour heritier des Ruffes for fecond frere Pierre,” &e. Voltaire. 

$ Prince Sherebatof, See Bach. Ruff. Bib. toL v. p. 502. 
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the fuffrages of thole perfons in whom the right of nominating the fucceffor was 
veiled. 

In regard to the fecond pofition, the unanimity of Peter’s election ; Muller, who 
has explored the Ruffian archives with a view of afeerraining this point, can fupply us 
with no better proofs than the following information *: 

« Soon after the death of Feodor, all the fervants of the court, the officers, and 
ecclefiaftics, who were then at Mofcow, affembled in the palace and ct urt-yard to kifs 
the hand of the deceafed Monarch; after which ceremony they alfo killed the hands of 
the two Princes Ivan and Peter, the former of whom was fixteen, and the latter ten 
years of age. The ill health of Ivan, the hopeful appearance of Peter, and the well- 
known prudence and virtue of his mother f, induced all who were preli nt to prefer the 
younger to the older brother, and unanimoully to raife Peter to the throne. The 
altonilhing quiet and unanimity with which this important affair was aCcotnpliffied, 
feemS to prove, that it was preconcerted by the Patriarch and principal nobility. Tne 
Patriarch Joachim defeended from a noble family, was at the head of this tran&dion. 
The principal courtiers, ecclefiallies, nobk-s, officers, merchants, and a great concourfe 
of people being affembled before the imperial palace, he demanded of them whom they 
would nominate Tzar, Ivan or Peter; the quell ion was extremely unujaal, but, being 
jufiitied by the circumllances, was anfwered in favour of Peter. Probably the party of 
Ivan did not forelee that a younger prince, who was a minor, w'ould be preferred to his 
elder brother; and were therefore not prepared to make any oppofition to the app ifitment of 
Peter . 

« Two contradictory accounts of this nomination are given in two of the moll authen¬ 
tic records in the archives of Mofcow. The firll informs us that Ivan, as the eldeff, 
publicly renounced his right to the crown, before it could be conferred upon Peter; the 
fecond makes no mention of this renunciation, but aferibes the appointment of Peter to 
the general wiffies of the nation.” 

The firll record in the office for foreign affairs thus relates the tranfadlion: 

** And the Patriarch Joachim, and the metropolitans and archbiffiops, and all the 
clergy, and the Siberian and Kaffimovian princes, and the Boiars and Okolnitffii, and 
the Doumnie-Diaki, and the Stolnics and Straeptffii, and the nobility of Mofcow, and 
the Shiiitfi, and the nobles from the country, and the foldiers and Golli, and the mer¬ 
chants and people, entreated the Princes, Ivan and Peter, that one of them would pleafe 
to afeend the hereditary throne of Ruffia,” &c. And the Tzarovitch Ivan faid, “ It 
being advantageous for the public that my brother the Tzarovitch and Great-duke 
Peter ffiould al’cend the throne of Ruffia, becaufehis mother the Tzarina Natalia is alive: 
I, therefore, the Tzarovitch and Great-duke Ivan, refign the throne to the Tzarovitch 
and Great-duke Peter. And the Tzar and Great-duke Peter afeended the throne.” 

According to the other record, which is in the Journal of Occurrences at court: 

“ The Patriarch demands of the perfons affembled for the nomination of the new 
Sovereign, whom they would elect, Ivan or Peter. And the Stolnics and Straptlhi, and 
the Nobles, and the Diaki, and the Shiiitfi, and the Dietiboirafki, and the Golli, and 
the merchants, and the other people of different ranks, anfwered unanimoully, that the 
throne of all the kingdoms of the great Ruffian empire belonged to Peter Alexievitch: 
then the Patriarch addreffed the Boiars, Okolnitffii, privy councellors, and principal 

* Von Peter’s des Groffencrftetn Galangung zum Tliron. in Jour Pet. for 1780. 

t This Frincefs was then fcarcely twenty-four years of age, and had given no proofs of prudence and 
wifdom. I/Evcfque more juftly ftyles her “ jtune princeffe qui n’avoit pu fe faire encore aucunc 
reputation," 

perfons 
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perfons belonging to the court; and the Boiars, &c. anfwered unanimoufly, The Tza- 
rovitch and Great-duke Peter is, by the choice of all the dates and people of the Muf- 
coyite empire, Tzar and Great-duke of all Great, Little, and White Ruilia.” 

We may remark upon thefe extracts, that being compiled by the friends of Peter, 
even if they did not contradict each other, their authority would be exceedingly excep¬ 
tionable; nor could their filence, with refpeft to any oppofition, be confidered as afuf- 
ficient teflimony that the fuffrages in favour of Peter were unanimous; becaufe his ad¬ 
herents would never record any particulars tending in the fmallelt degree to invalidate 
his pretenfions, or fupport thofe oi Ivan. Bolides, when we recoiled the power of the 
family of Milolaffki during the reign of Feodor, the influence which Prince Vaffili Ga- 
litzin mull have acquired from his office of prime minifter, and particularly the infinu- 
ating manners and popularity of Sophia, (all of whom were bound, not only by the 
ltrongeft ties of interell, but even for their common fecuritv, to fupport the caufe of 
Ivan,) it is not probable, that the nomination of Peter was as unanimous as it is repre- 
fented. And indeed it is certain # , that a nobleman, named Sumbalof, objected to the 
validity of the ele&ion, becaufe the younger brother was preferred to the elder; that his 
remonitrance was followed by thofe of many others, and that even the Patriarch Joa¬ 
chim, who is efteemed by Muller a ftrong advocate of Peter, foon afterwards embraced 
the party of Ivan : thefe circmndances feem to imply that Peter was not raifed to the 
throne by the unanimous voice of the nation ; but that the fuffrages of the aflfembly had 
been furpr'ized by the fecret machinations of the Narilkins. 

Peter, however, by whatfoever means his nomination was obtained, received as foie 
Sovereign, the fealty of his fubjects; and the government was entrufted to his mother 
Natalia. But the party in oppofition to Peter was ftrong and powerful; his election 
was not as yet confirmed by the whole body of Strelitz, who, to ufe the fpirited expref- 
fion of a Ruffian author, polfeffed above fourteen thoufand armed votes f and their 
peculiar fituation at this important juncture rendered them fit inftruments of a new 
revolution. 

Juft before Feodor's demife, nine of thefe regiments, quartered at Mofcow, having 
tumultuoufly affembled, demanded redrefs of ill-treatment received from their colonels, 
and an inftant difeharge of all their arrears. Prince George Dolgorucki, their chief, 
having ordered one of the ringleaders to be feized, ftripped, and punilhed with the 
kneot, an immediate infurreflion was the confequence; the executioners were infulted, 
and the prifoners refeued J. On the day fubfequent to the interment of Feodor, the 
foldiers proceeded in a large body to the Kremlin, and presented a petition againft nine 
of their colonels, who being delivered to tjiem by the miniftry, were publicly whipped 
and difeharged §. Ivan Milolaflki inflamed the difeontents of this mutinous body, and 
though confined to his chamber by a pretended ficknefs, contrived to hold feveral inter¬ 
views with the ringleaders, who affembled at night in his palace. Sophia is alfo accufed 
of being prefent at thefe meetings, of diftributing money to the principal infurgente, and 
of exalperating them againft the family of Narilkin. On the morning of the 15th of 
May, a report being lpread that Peter was not unanimoufly elected, the drums bear to 
arms by order of Ivan Milolaflki, and the Strelitz being tumultuoufly affembled, two 
perfons of his party entered their quarters, crying, “ The hour of vengeance is at hand, 
Ivan Alexievitch is affaffinated, and the Narilkins are mailers of Raffia; revenge the 
murder of the Tzarovitch.” The foldiers, inflamed to Tory by thefe exclamations, 

• Sumorokof, p. 53—57. t 14.s98 bewaffnetc ftimme. SumorokoF, p. ig. 

t Gordon, p. 70. § Gordon, p. 71.; and Voltaire. 
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marched with drums beating and colours flying to the Kremlin, tolled the great bell, 
lurrounded the palace, and demanded the afl'ailins of Ivan. Although the Tzarina im¬ 
mediately produced both Ivan and Peter; yet the infurgents were not appealed, but 
vehemently required the execution of the Narilkins. Their fury was Hill further aug¬ 
mented by a tumour induftrioufly circulated, that Ivan Narifkin, the brother of the 
Tzarina, had feized the diadem and royal robes. In the mid ft of this tumult, one of 
the officers ventured to harangue the foldiers; he allured them, that Ivan Afexiavitch 
was in perfect fafety; that all their grievances Ihould be redrefled, and exhorted them 
to difperfe. This harangue feenied to make a fenfible impreffion, and the tumult was 
fubfidirig; when Prince Dolgorucki imprudently threatened them with the fevered; 
punifhment for their mutiny and rebellion : inflamed by this ill-timed menace, they 
feized the Prince, hurled him into the air, received him upon thtir pikes, and hewed 
his body to pieces. This affafijnation was the prelude to a more general maffacre, which 
continued during three days without intermiffion. Not only the two brothers of the 
Tzarina, and a few others molt obnoxious to the infurgents, fell victims to their fury, 
but feveral perfons, by no means unpopular, were facrificed amid It the general confu- 
lion, and Mofcow underwent a general pillage. 

To clofe this horrid fcene, the principal nobles aflembled on the i Sth of May, and, 
by a compromife between the two parties, Ivan and Peter were declared joint Sovereigns; 
but as Ivan was incapable of governing, and Peter in his minority, the adnriniiiration of 
affairs was veiled in the hands of Sophia. Hence conclufions were drawn unfavourable 
to that Princefs: Ihe was accufed of having maintained a fecret intelligence with the 
ringleaders of Strelitz, of exciting them by falfe reports to revolt, of ordering money 
and fpirituous liquors to be diftributed among the foldiers, and even of delivering them 
a lilt * of forty nobles whom fhe had profcribed. All her actions are malignantly in¬ 
terpreted : when Ivan Narifkin was led to execution, fhe publicly accompanied the 
Tzarina and Patriarch to intercede for his life, placed the image of the Virgin Mary in 
his hands to flop the fury of the Strelitz, and endeavoured, though in vain, to footh his 
affaffins t- They who judge unfavourably of her conduft, fay, that this compaffion was 
only feigned ; and that fhe fecretly mitigated his afl'aflination, though fhe outwardly 
affected to intercede,]- Upon this fuppofition, the whole conduct of Sophia implies fuch 
a deep-laid fcheme of hypocricy, artifice, and revenge, as feerns rather adapted to a po¬ 
litician grown grey in iniquity, and long pracliled in the arts of fedition, than to a Prin¬ 
cefs like Sophia, only in the twenty-fifth year of her age. 

But thecaufes which led to this revolution, may be traced from feveral events in the re! rt n. 
of Alexey Michaelovitch, long before Sophia had the leaft influence in political affairs, and 
particularly from the domefiic feuds in the imperial family. It appears alfo that the fir ft 
infurre< 3 ion of the Strelitz was cafual; occafioned by the arrears of pay, and the unpopu¬ 
larity of the colonels, and cannot, with the leaft degree of probability, be imputed to the 
intrigues of Sophia; therefore file can only be accufed, even by the molt malignant in¬ 
terpretation of her conduct, of availing herfelf of that mutiny to procure rhe ele&ion of 
Ivan. But there is furely a wide difference between affecting the injuftiee of his exclu- 
fion from the throne; or, under the malk of moderation and candour, inflaming to 

* *• Enfin, Sophie,” fays Voltaire, « fait remetire entfeleurs mains une liflettt qiiarante feigpeurs qu’dle 
appc le lenrs cneniis, et ceux de 1’iUat et qtiMs doivent mafTacrtr 7> I cannot give credit to this liit of forty 
nobles, which Voltaire compares lc smx proferiptions de Syllaet des tmimvhs de Rome ?l Whoever will 
attentively perufe the account of the enfulng rn a fiacre In Got don, or even in Voltaire, will find that the 
fury o. the Strelitz, except againfl the NarifkmS, was more 'directed by shanee than by defion, 
t Gordon, p. Si, j Sumorokof, 
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•madnefs the fury of a difaffefled foldiery, and calmly leading them from aflaffination to 
affaflination*. 

But is it not more reafonable tojfuppofe, that Ivan Milolaflki, who had, during tha 
reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, formed a party againft the Narifkins, fliould take ad¬ 
vantage of the {edition of the Strelitz, with whom he had long entertained a fecret in¬ 
telligence; and that Sophia was the oftenfible mftrument of his defigns? In a word, 
that (he was railed to the regency by the cabals of a powerful party, who forefaw their 
own ruin in the nomination of Peter ; and who, in the midft of an infurreclion, held 
forth to this licentious body the unalienable rights of Ivan. Examples were not wanting 
to prove that the incapacity of Ivan was no bar to bis election : a memorable inftance 
was exhibited in the perfon of Feodor Ivanovitch, who, not with (landing his imbecility, 
was railed to the throne, and a regency entrufted with, the ad mini drat ion of affairs f. 
It muft alfo be confidered, that Peter, then only in his eleventh year, had not displayed 
any indances of that vad fuperiority of underAandiug, which afterwards marked his 
character; and that his mother, who was to fway the reins of empire, was a perfon of 
no experience, and extremely unpopular. Nor is it matter of furprize that the care of 
Ivan and the adminiltration of government lhould be committed to Sophia. The vic¬ 
torious family would naturally choofe a regent devoted from intereft and inclination 
to their party; a perfon of imperial lineage, popular manners, refpedtable character, 
and great abilities; all thefe requifites centered in Sophia. 

However authors may have cenfured the ambitious defigns qf Sophia; they una- 
nimoully concur in delineating her engaging manners, the beauties of her perfon j, the 
rigour and wifdom of her adminiftration, and her extenfive plans for the advantage of 
her country. 

Sophia repofed her principal confidence in Prince Vaflili Galitzin, commonly known 
by the name of the Great Galitzin, a mod able minider and confummate politician. 
The fcandalous chronicle of thofe times, or rather of a later period, attributed her oar- 
tiality to a lofter paffion, though he was above fixty years of age; and her enemies 
have not even ferupled to declare §, that fhe had formed the plan of aOaffinating the 
two Tzars, ufui ping the throne, and efpoufing Prince Galitzin, who was to obtain a 
divorce from his wife. 

Sophia (j has been alfo accufed not only of neglecting the education of Peter, but of 
introducing him into the company of the mod profligate young men, and encouraging 


* “ Tandis que ks She! it z corameo^aieat ainfi a fc faire craifldre, la Pi in cede Sophie, qiii ks ammaii/out 
main.) pour ks conduire de crime in crime” &c, Voltaire, 
f S, R. G. vol i, p. 19- i 

j Weber, the Hanoverian envoy at St. Peterfburg in the beginning of this century, fays of Sophia. 
u the Tzar was frequently heard to declare, that, excepting her inordinate ambition, Hie was a Princefs of 
great pcrfonal and mental accomplLfhnlents. ,, Ver, Ruff, vol, i. p. 143.--Voltaire clofcs a fpirited por¬ 

trait by faying, 41 une figure agnahle relevoit tons fes ralens.” Perry deferibes her, at the time of the re- 
volution, as a handfome young lady, then upwards of twenty-three- He came into Rutfia In 1702, two 
years before her death ; and though he never faw her himfdf, on account of her impnfonment, mu (l have 

known many who had been perfon ally acquainted with her, Ferry*s State of Rullia, p. 143.-Sumoro- 

kof fays of her, that Hie pofTdfed a good undemanding and gnat beauty , p. rc*-Many other authors 

might be quoted to the lame purpofe, but as there is nothing which party-malice will not invent to depre¬ 
date an obnoxious chara£t^r, the fuppofititious Polifli envoy. La Neimfle, has mifreprefented her perfon as 
much as her condnd; (< Sophie dont Pefprit Sc le merite neUennent rieii de la dlffbrmtie defon corps^ etant 
d'unsgrojfeur mQfljh+eufe, awe me tete large comme un boifeau, du pot! au vifage, da foups auxjamba St au moins 
40 ar.$; mats auunt que fa faille ejl large , courts, & grojien, autant fon efprit ell fin* ddie & politique; $c 
fans avoir jamais lu Machiavel, ellepoffede naUirellement toutes fes m^^ximes > 5, &e. p* 154. 
j Gordon, p, 86* 11 Voltaire. 
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his prorenfity to every fpecies of excefs which might enervate his frame, weaken his 
underllanthng, and render him averfe to bufineis. 1 his calumny, however, has been 
amply refuted by Muller who has fliewn, from unqueftionable authority, that Ivan 
and Peter had two different courts; the education of Peter was folely entrufted to his 
mother} and if improper perfons were placed about him, the blame mull fall upon her, 
and not upon Sophia. With refped to his propenfity to drinking, that vice was ex¬ 
tremely common in Ruffia, and Prince Valfili f Galitzin was as remarkable for his 
fobriety as the favourites of Peter, Le Fort and Boris Galitzin, were notorious for in¬ 
temperance. “ Le Fort,” fays a writer who was in Livonia when the Tzar and his 
fuite palfed through that country in his firft journey to Holland, “ is a man of good 
underltanding; very perfonable, engaging, and entertaining} a true Swifs for probity 
and bravery,but chiefly for drinking . Open tables are kept every where, with trumpets 
and mu he, attended with feafting and excelfive drinking, as if His T. zarilh Majefty had 
been another Bacchus. I have not yet feen fuch hard drinkers} it is not poflibie to 
exprefs it, and they boaft of it as a mighty qualification J.” 

Thus it appears that Peter had examples of intemperance in his own houfehold ; and 
it cannot be iuppofed that Le Fort was the creature of Sophia. The evident falfehood 
of fuch virulent accufations fliould induce us not to credit other calumnies ; particularly 
the charge that Ihe attempted to deftroy Peter by poifon, which, though it failed of its- 
intended effect, diibrdered his conflitution, and occalionally produced melancholy and 
defpair bordering on madnefs. This report took its rife from his pronenefs to epileptic 
fits} a diforder common in his family, which gradually diminiIhed as he grew ftronger, 
but never entirely forfoolc him. Before an attack, the natural vehemence and favage- 
nefs of his temper broke out with redoubled violence, and rendered him the terror of 
all who approached him. 'I he inveterate rancour with which the enemies of Sophia 
have calumniated her memory, is in no inltance more evident than from their ab- 
furdly imputing the brutal ferocity of Peter’ to the effects of poifon which Ihe admi- 
niftered §. 

But it is time to trace the principal caufes of her fall, Sophia, to whom Ivan fur-, 
rendered the dire&ion of affairs, affumed ibrne exterior marks of homage, which feein 
to have been hitherto appropriated only to the fovereigns of Ruliia. While the heads- 
of her two brothers were tmpreffed on one fide of the coins, her image, arrayed with. 

* Journ of St Pet. Mar. 1778, p. 168 , 169. 

** Galitzin was the only man of quality in Ruffia who could entertain* without forcing lm company to 
drink to excefs- Brandy, the liquor which flowed at ever j other table, was feldom feen at his* who never 
drank any himfelf, but took much delight in rational and ingenious converfation, JJ 

Mott ley's Life of Peter, 

J Account of Livonia, p* 293. 

§ tf II prenoit quelquefois desacces d'humeur chagrine, ou il femblait frappe de I’idee noire qu’on votw 
1 ait attenter a fa perfonne, et ou fee amis lefi plus familim craignaient fee emportemens, Ces acces 

ETAr^NT UN RESTE FATAL DU POtSON, QJlhL RE£UT DC SON AMillTILUSi* S 0 EUR SoPHlE, On CO COU* 

uaiflait Papproche a certains mouwemens convuljlfs de/a louche. LMmperatrice £tart avertie* Elle venait Iqi 
parler; le fon de cette voix le calmait a Ibnltant. Elle le faifait aflcoir, et s’emparait en le cujolant de fa 
t^te, qu'elle gratfait doucemcnt. C’ctak comme un charme, qu 1 l* a/foup'ijfalt en peu de minutes. Pour ne 
pas troiibler fon fommdl , die foutenait fa t£te fur fon fein, fansfe lerrmer pendant dtuxMU trots heures, Alor$ 
il fe leveittait, entitlement ralfis et remis, au lieu qu'avant qu J elle cut ctudi^ cette maniere fl limple de le 
foulagtr, ces acces etaient la terreur de ceux qui Papprochaient* aiantcaiife, dit on, quelques malheurs, tt 
&£ant fuivi de rnaux de tiu affreux^qui dvraknt des jottmees entieres** Baffevitzm Buf. H M. ix. p, 294. 
Strange efltAs of poifon given in his infancy* Thofe who have been ufed to fee perfons in epileptic fltSj, 
will eably difeover all the ifft&s of that diforder from the words in Italics Bifliop Burnet fays, <4 was 
fubjcdl £0 conyulbve motions all over his body, and hU head feemed to be affedted with thefe, M 

the 
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the crown, fceptre, and imperial robe, was ftamped upon the reverfe; in the public acts 
her name was added to the fignature of the two Tzars *, and flie appeared in procef- 
fions decorated with all the enfigns of royalty f; circumftances which gave umbrage to 
the rival family, and afforded a fpecious pretence for inveighing againft her ambitious 

defigns. . . 

Peter, as he advanced in years, and felt himfelf born for empire, beheld with diflatis- 
faftion the power lodged in the hands of a rival party : encouraged by his mother and 
her adherents, he claimed a {hare in the adminiftration and took his feat, for the firft 
time, in the privy council, on the 25th of January, 1688, in the eighteenth year of his 
age. Sophia, though unwilling to refign any part of her authority, could not withhold 
her confent; but as Peter’s fpirit was above controul, fhe availed herfelfof fome violent 
altercations which palled between them, to exclude him from his feat. From this pe¬ 
riod their diffenfions arofe to fo great an height, as to threaten an open rupture j and the 
fall of the one feemed neceffary for the fecurity of the other J. 

Things remained in this date of jealoufy and variance until September, 1689 •, when 
the afpiring genius of Peter acquired the afcendancy, and fecured his undivided autho¬ 
rity by the fall and imprifonment of Sophia. By the advice of Boris Galitzin and the 
Nariikins, Peter refolved to arreft his After, and feize the reins of government. It is 
aflerted by his adherents §, that Sophia and Prince Vaffili Galitzin, apprized of his in¬ 
tentions, determined to prevent their own ruin by his affaffi nation; that they gained 
over the chief of the Strelitz and a corps of fix hundred men, and actually commiffioned 
them to perpetrate that infamous deed. Peter had retired to fleep at his palace of 
Preobafiienflti near Mofcow ; when two || of the confpirators, it is faid, {truck with hor¬ 
ror at their crime, quitted their companions, and haftcned to the young Tzar with the 
information, that a body of Strelitz were upon their march to affaffinate him. Peter 
refufed to credit their report, until it was confirmed by Boris Galitzin and one of his 
uncles, whom he difpatched to reconnoitre; and the confpirators were already fo near 
that he had fcarcely time to make his efcapef. He inftantly proceeded to the convent 
of the Holy Trinity, where troops flocked from all quarters, and in three days he had an 
army of fixty thoufand men under his command. 

Meanwhile Sophia, in a ftate of confirmation, denied all intercourfe with the con¬ 
fpirators, exprefled the utmoft horror at their attempt, dilpatched repeated meffages 
to her brother to juftify her condufl;, and even fet off in perfon to affert her innocence j 
but was ordered to return to Mofcow, and deliver the ringleaders of the mutiny. Soon 
afterwards Peter himfelf repaired to the capital: the principal confpirators being tor¬ 
tured in his prefence, confefled a defign againft his life, and l'uffered the fevereft punifli- 

* She did not fign her name In the public 'decrees until 1687. Buf Hift Mag-. vol. i. p. 9. 

Thefc eircumliances cannot imply a defign of afurplng the fovereign authoiity ; for fhe was only ac- 
cufed, even by her enemies* of fecretly eonfpmng againft Peter, and not of an open attempt to feize the 
crown. 

J Jo urn. of St. Pet. for 1778, p. 17J> ij'6, $ Gordon. 

II It is remarkable, that this fame ftory of two confpirators who were engaged to afTaffinste Peter, 
but, repenting, difeovered the plot, is again related as happening in 1697. Schmidt. Ruff Gd", vol, ii. 

Voltaire, though convinced of Sophra^s intention to aflaflinate Peter, and notwithftanding the intelli¬ 
gence he received From the court of Pcterfburg* can only give us the following fcanty information: “ La 
Ncuville refuknt alors a Mofcow > d tmoin oevkire de ce qui fe poffctj pretend que Sophie et Galitzin engage rent 
j e nouveau chef des Strelitz a leur facrifier kur jeune Czar : ii par a it an moins que fix-cent de ces Strelitz 
4evaient skmparer dc fa perfonne. Lcs memoires fecrette3 que lacour de Ruffle m J aconfics, affurent que 
k parti eioh pris de tuer Pierre Premier j le coup allait etre porte, et la Rufik etait privc a jamais de la 
nouvelle esdftence, qu’elle/* 
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ment. Vaffili Galitzm * was banifhed into Siberia, and Sophia imprifoned for life in 
the Devitchci nunnery ; Peter alone affuined the reins of government, and found ful¬ 
gent fcope for his vaft and enterprising genius ; while the name of Ivan was ftill in- 
ferted, as a matter of formality, in the public acts until his death, which happened in 

l6 g U ch are the principal circumftances of this extraordinary revolution; but this is the 
account given by the victorious party, and the caufe of Sophia has never undergone a 
candid examination. It may be impoffible to exculpate her entirely from ambitious 
views: die might be unwilling to relinquifh.a power which file had long enjoyed, and 
exercifed with great ability; file might efteem the right of Ivan to the throne as fupe- 
rior to that of Peter, and confidcr Peter’s acquifition to the foie fovereignty as the 
certain prelude to her own deft ruction; but we have no pofitive evidence f that file 
confpired againft her brother’s life ; and perhaps the whole ftory of the intended affaf- 
fmation was feigned by Boris Galitzin J and her enemies. She wanted not opportu¬ 
nities of efcaping from Ruflia, and never would have imprudently demanded admittance 
into Peter’s pretence, to aflert her innocence, had the proofs of her guilt been as ftrong 
as her adverfaries pretended. In a word, the conflict between Peter and Sophia was 
the conflidt of two rivals impatient of controul, and driving for pre-eminence; the caufe 
of the fuccefsful party was deemed juft and equitable, and the vanquifhed faction loaded 
with every fpecies of enormity. 

Thereftlefsfpirit of Sophia, brooding in the folitude of a convent, is faid to have ex¬ 
cited frefh troubles and infurredtions; and, during her life, no confpiracy was formed 
againft Peter, in which fhe was not fufpedted of being concerned. She was more par¬ 
ticularly accufed of being privy to the rebellion in 1697; when eight thoufand Strelitz, 
feizing the opportunity of Peter’s abfence upon his travels, rofein arms on the frontiers 
of Lithuania, and marched towards Mofcow. The rebels were defeated by the addrefs 
and courage of General Patrick Gordon; many were put to the fword, and the re¬ 
mainder furrendered at difcretion. The Tzar received at Vienna the account of the mu¬ 
tiny and defeat of the Strelitz, and inftantly battened to Mofcow to examine the delin¬ 
quents in perfon. 

Peter was anxious to difcover the caufes of the rebellion; to learn by whofe intrigues 
it was excited, and, above all, to con via Sophia, whom he charged with fomenting the 
public difcontents, and holding a corrcfpondence with the rebels. But as no perfons 
could give immediate and pertinent anfwers to his queftions, he entertained fufpicions 
of all his courtiers, and determined to inftitute a court of inquiry at his palace of Preo- 
bralhenfki, where the inftruments of torture were brought. The Tzar himfelf examined 
the accufed, urged them to confeflion, and ordered thofe who maintained filence to be 
racked in his prefence. The cruelty of the tortures employed on this occafion was in- 
expreffibly dreadful; human nature fluidders at the recital; but it is necelfary to men¬ 
tion them in juftification of Sophia. Some of the rebels were repeatedly whipped; 

* This able minifter furviVed his fall twenty-four years j he was releafed from prifon In 1711, and died 
a! his own dlate in 17 f 3- 

+ have no certain proofs that any of the confpiracors accufed Sophia of being privy to any defign upon. 
Peter’s life; and, even if they did name her as an accomplice, their evidence, extorted by the rack* is by 
no means to be depended on , 

J It appears from the following pafTage, that the difeovery of Sophias defigns came from that quarter; 
11 Prince Boris Galk/iu, a faithful fubjedt of the Tzar Peter, coming timely to penetrate into his kmf- 
man J s Prince Bahr&ddigns, put the Tzar upon his guard, advHing him, without delay, to take the go* 
vern merit into his hands,* 1 Gordon, voL i, p. 89* 
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others had their ffiotilders diflocated by a cord and pulley, and in that painful pofture 
received the knoot: many after undergoing the knoot, were roa.fled over a flow fire, 
the raw parts being expofed to the flame Phyficians were prefcnt to afcertain the 
degree of pain which the unhappy convrctswere capable of fupponing, and to recover 
thofe who had fainted, that the application of frefli tortures might recommence with the 
renewal of their ffrength- This dreadful mqmfition was continued, without intermiffion, 
throughout file whole of month of Oftobcr, Not only every fpeeies of pumfhtnenr, 
the mod refined which human cruelty could devife, was uifii&ed in order to extort an 
accufation of Sophia ; but promifes of pardon, and even of great promotion, were of¬ 
fered for the fame purpofe to the wretched [offerers in the inidft of the mod excruciating 
agonies f • 

At length a few of the Strelitz*, overcome by the feverity of the torments, or 
fed need by hopes of pardon and the promife of promotion, confeffed an intention to 
fet fire to the fuburbs of Mofcow, to maffacre all foreigners, to banifh or affaiftnate 
the principal nobility, to raife the Tzarovith Alexey to the throne, and to appoint 
Sophia regent during his minority; others declared that the ringleaders had drawn 
up a petition, which they intended £0 prefent to that Princefs, praying her to accept 
the admmiftfation of affairs. 

Although none of the rebels charged Sophia with being acceffary to their infurrec- 
tian, yet Peter was fo prejudiced againft her that he put to the torture one of her fe¬ 
male attendants ; and when no evidence of guilt could be procured by that horrid ex¬ 
pedient, even examined her in perfon. The Princefs, whofe high fpirit was fubdued 
by her misfortunes, and worn out by a long confinement, could not refrain from 
weeping at the fight of her obdurate brother; and even extorted tears from Peter 1 
him fell', though without melting his refen tment §. But neither this, nor every other 
effort employed to convi£t her, was attended with fuccefs; and the only proof of her 
fecret correfpondence with the rebels was derived from the confeffion of a boy be¬ 
longing to ail officer of the Strelitz, who declared, that letters inclofed in loaves of 
bread had paffed between Sophia and his matter |[, The officer, however, peremp¬ 
torily denied the fa£t even upon the rack, and was led to execution, perfitting to the 
lafl moment in this affeveration- The cafe feems to be, that the innovations of Peter 
created a confiderable number of malcontents ; that the introduction of the European 
difeipline, and his partiality to the foreign regiments, inflamed the difaffetHon of the 
Strelitz to fuch a degree as to account for their rebellion, without fuppoftng any 
cabals on the part of Sophia; that fhe had long been the object of affe&idn to all the 
enemies of Peter, and was naturally the perfon to whom they would confign the ad- 
miniffration had the revolt been attended with fuccefs. 

^ It appears from Clear \ us, and other travellers into Ruffia, that thefe tortures were ordinarily ufed 
in that country for the purpofe of forcing confeffion, 

f This account is extracted from the Diary of Korh, (vol I. p. 149 ) fecretary of the Auftrian em- 
feafty to Ruflia in 1697, who was prefent at Mofcow during thefe horrid proceedings. He received in* 
formation from feveral German officers in the fervice of Peter* who were eye-wftneffes. Korb’s authority 
is alfo to be depended on in this in fiance, becaufe he fpeaks highly in favour of Peter, and condemns the 
ambition of Sophia. Gordon alfo, though fo partial to Peter, informs us, that the rebels were tortured and 
examined in his prefence. J “ Quomndam pertinacia den urn vi&a, Korb. 

$ ** Ad monaftenum Neo virginum difeemt Tzarus, ut fororem fuam Sopbiam, ditlo monafterio 
inclufam, exarmnarn* publics enim miperi tumult us vulgo rea habtbauir: pricmis tnrmfque mtroitua 
ubevrimas amborum lacrymas excivilTe dicitur/* Korb. 

U Gordon, vol. i. p.izc/, 130. 
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Peter was extremely exafperated againft Sophia, and once determined to put her to 
death; but having changed his refolution, compelled her to affume the veil. To 
hrike her with terror, and announce to the public that he thought her privy to the 
rebellion, two hundred and thirty Strelitz were hanged withing fight of the nunnery 
in which fhe was confined, and three of the ringleaders fufpended upon a gibbet ereCted 
clofe to the window of her apartment * ; they held in their hands petitions fimilar to 
that which, according to the confeffion of the Strelitz, was to have been prefented to 
Sophia. 

From this period hiftory is filent in relation to Sophia : fhe was confined under a 
flrifl: guard in the monaftery until her death, in July 1704. She was interred in the 
church of the convent; the tomb is covered with a black cloth, and contains this in- 
feription: “ A. M. 7212 (or 1704 of the Chriftian sera) on the third of July, died 
Sophia Alexiefna, aged forty-fix years, nine months, and fix days j her monafticname 
was Sufanna. She had been a nun five years, eighth months, and twelve days: Ihe 
was buried the fourth in this church, called the Image of Sinolenlko. She was daugh¬ 
ter of Alexey Michaelovitch, and of Maria Ilinitchna.” 

Although Peter always fufpected the intrigues of his filler, yet he never foiled 
paying a juft tribute to her genius and abilities. “ What a pity,” he was frequently 
heard to lay, “ that lire per (ecu ted me in my minority, and that I cannot repofe any 
confidence in her! otherwife, when I ara employed abroad, fhe might govern at 
home f.” 

One linking feature in Sophia’s character, which I had no opportunity of mentions 
ing, while my inquiry was chiefly confined to her political conduft, rauft not be 
omitted. She deferves the veneration of pofterity for patronizing perfons of genius 
and learning, and encouraging, by her own example, the introduction of polite litera¬ 
ture into Ruflia, then plunged in the deepeft ignorance. At a period when there was 
no national theatre, and when the loweft buffooneries, under the name of moralities, 
were the foie dramatic representations even at court, this elegant Princefs tranflated the 
Medecin malgri lui of Moliere into her native tongue, and performed one of the cha¬ 
racters herfelf. She alfo compofed a tragedy, probably the fir ft extant in the Ruffian 
language; and fhe compofed it at a time when the moll violent cabals were excited 
againft her miniftry, and when the moil weighty affairs feemed to engrofs her foie 
attention. 

* Gordons p. 95,130. Korb, who faw them hanging, fays, tc Tam prope ad ipfas Sophiam cubicult 
feneftras, ut Sophia cofdem maim facile poflet ailingere. 11 Gn this occafion above two thoufand Strelitz 
i'uffered capital punifhment. Peter broke at the fame lime the whole body of Strelitz, and abolifhed their 
name, 

f This anecdote, which I received from VoJkonfki, k confirmed by a paflage in Perry*s State o£ 
Ruflia. 3 remember that upon a certain occafion, when mention was made of her [i. e, Sophiathe 
Czar himfelf gave her this character, that /he was a princefs endowed with all the accompliihments of 
body and mind to perfection, had it not been for her boimdlefs ambition y and infatiable defire of goveru- 
hig/' Vol» J. p. 13S. 
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Chap. IX .—Jowney from Mof cow to Novogorod. — Production of the neighbouring 
Country■ — Quadrupeds *— Birds. — Fijh. — Defcription of the Sterlet. — Torfhok. — Vijh- 
mi-VoloJhok. —Valdai Hills and Lake.—Bronitza.—Wooden Road.—Further Account 
of the Peafants. — Tarnjhics, -who furnijh Pojl-horfes .— Songs of the Peafants . 

WE quitted Mofcow on the 14th of September, traverfed a gently rifing country, 
partly open, and partly overfpread with fore Its, paffed the night at the village of 
par/ki, in a peafant’s cottage, as ufual, and changed horfes the next morning at Klin, 
fituated upon the Seftra, a broad rivulet. This village had been lately burnt, and the 
peafants were engaged in rebuilding their huts: near it we obferved a faw-pit, whith, 
in this country, was too rare an objeft not to attraft our notice. Beyond Savidof we 
crofled a rivulet, and foon after reached the banks of the Volga, which we coafted to 
Gorodna. The next morning the fprings of our carriage being ready to ftart, and one 
of the wheels in a crazy ftate, we left it to the care of our fervants, and hired the carts 
of the country, called kibitkas , which we filled with hay. After a confiderable degree 
of jolting, we arrived at Tver, which is magnificently fituated upon the elevated banks 
of the Volga. 

Tver * owes its origin to Vlodimir Georgivitch, Great-duke of Vlodimer, who in 
1182 raifed a fmall fortrefs at the junction of the Tvertza and Volga, to protefl his 
territories agsinfl the incurfions of the inhabitants of Novogorod. Afterwards, in 
1240, the Great-duke Yaroflaf II. built another citadel on the fpot now occupied by 
the prefent fortrefs, and laid the foundation of a new town, which increafing in popula¬ 
tion and wealth, became the metropolis of an independent fovereignty, called from the 
town the duchy of Tver. Yaroflaf III., fon of Yaroflaf II., and brother of Alexander 
Nevlki, received this duchy as his inheritance, and tranfmitted the fucceffion to a long 
train of defeendants. The laft fovereign of this line was Michael Borifovitch, whofe 
filler Maria efpoufed the Great-duke Ivan Vaffilievitch I. Notwithftanding this alli¬ 
ance, an open rupture enfued, and in i486, Ivan befieged Tver with a large army, 
and compelled Michael to abandon the town, and retire into Lithuania. On his re¬ 
treat, Ivan Vaffilievitch bellowed the town and duchy as a fief on his eldeft fon Ivan, 
and on his death in 1490, annexed them to his other dominions. 

Tver is divided into the old and new town; the former, fituated on the oppofite fide 
of the Volga, confills almoft entirely of wooden cottages; the latter was fcarcely fuperior; 
but in 17 63,being deftroyed bya dreadful conflagration, has rifen with lullrefrom itsaffies. 
The Emprefs ordered a regular plan of a new town to be fketched by an eminent ar¬ 
chitect, and enjoined that all the houfes ffiould be re-con fir u tied in conformity to this 
model. She raifed, at her own expence, the Governor’s houfe, the Bifliop’s palace, 
courts of juflice, the new exchange, prifon, and other public edifices; and offered to every 
perfon, who would build a brick houfe, a loan of 300I. for twelve years without in- 
terell. The money advanced on this occafion amounted to 6o,oooI.; and one-third 
of this fum has been lince remitted. The ffreets, which are broad and long, i 3 ue in 
a ftraight line from an oflagon, in the centre : the houfes are of brick fluccoed white, 
and form a magnificent appearance. Part only of the new town was finithed : when 
completed, it will confift of two 0flagons, with feveral ftreets leading to them, and 

* See Hill. Geog. Berdireibung der Stadt Twer, &c. Joirni Pet. for November 1780. 
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interfe&ing each other at right-angles; and would bp no inconfiderable ornament 
to the moll opulent and civilized country *. 

There is an ecclefiaftical feminary at Tver, under the infpechon of the Bilhop, 
which admits fix hundred lludents. In 1776 theEmprefs founded a fchool for the in- 
ilruaion of two hundred burgher’s children; and in June 1779, an academy for the 
education of the young nobility of the province. 

Tver is a place of confulerable commerce; and both the Volga and the Tvertza 
were covered with boats. It owes its principal trade to the advantageous Iituation, 
near the conflux of the two rivers, which convey all the goods and merchandize fent 
by water from Siberia and the fouthern provinces towards Peterfburgh. 

The Volga, the larged river in Europe, rifes in the foreft of Volkonfki, at the dis¬ 
tance of eighty miles from Tver, and begins to be navigable a few miles above the town. 
By means of the Tvertza, a communication is made between the Gafpian and the 
Baltic ; as will be explained in a future chapter. The number of barges which paf- 
led by the town in 177b amounted to two thoufand five hundred and thirty-feven; 
in 1777, to two thoufand fix hundred and forty-one, and the average number is 
generally computed at two thoufand five hundred and fifty, lhe boats are flat-bot¬ 
tomed, on account of the frequent flioals, and are conftrudted with new planks. The 
rudders have a finguiarappearance; the handle being a tree of fifty feet long, with a 
pole fixed to a broad piece of timber floating on the furface. The pilot Hands upon 
a kind of fcaffold, at the di(lance of thirty or forty feet from the Hern, and turns the 
rudder by means of the long handle. Thefe boats are only built for one voyage, and 
on their arrival at Peterfburgh are fold for fuel. 

I have already mentioned the prodigious wafle of wood arifling from the cuftom. of 
forming planks with 'the axe. To prevent this practice, which was no lefs ufual 
among the fhipwrights than among the peafants^ orders were iffued by government, 
that each veffei palling the Tver, in which was one plank falhioned with the hatchet, 
fhould pay a fine of 61 . In confequence of this decree the officer, who levied the 
fine, collected the firfl year 6000I., the fecond 15C0I., the third 100I., and the fourth 
nothing*. By this judicious regulation the ufe of the faw has been introduced among 
the Ruffian fliipwrights, and will probably in time recommend itfelf to the carpenters 
and peafants. 

The rifing fpirit of commerce has added greatly to the wealth and population of the 
town. It contains at prefent ten thoufand fouls-, and the number of inhabitants in the 
government of Tver has increafed in a furprifing degree : a circuinflance which fhews 
the advantages arifing from the new code of laws. Tver was the firfl province in which 
that code was introduced, and has already experienced the beneficial effefts of thefe 
excellent regulations. 

Tver being a large town, we concluded that we fhould find no difficulty in obtaining 
the neceflary repairs for the carriage, fo as to enable it to convey us, during two or 
three days, without requiring further affiflance. Trufling, therefore, to the workman- 
Ihip of a Ruffian fmith, we fet off at fix in the evening with the expe&ation of reaching 
in four hours the next poll, where we purpofed to pafs the night; but we had fcarcely 
proceeded ten miles, before we perceived that the wheel, in (lead of being flrengthened, 
was weakened by the fmith’s unlkilfulnefs. In this Iituation we flopped at a fmall vil¬ 
lage, where it was not poffibleto procure any affiflance, nor even a candle to fmear the 

* According to Htym, the circumference of Tver is fourteen verfts, and it contains two thoufand one 
hundred and fixty three houfes, moftly wooden, twenty-fix churches, and ainonaftcry, The population is 
eight thoufand and fourteen males, and feven thoufand and eighty-one females. 
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wheel, which required a conflant ftipply of greafe to prevent it from taking fire ; and as 
the next place in our route, likely to afford a new wheel, was above fixty miles, we 
prudently returned to Tver. 1 confuted tnyfelf for this delay; as it gave us an oppor- 
tuoity to pay more attention to the town and environs, than our tranfient flay had per¬ 
mitted. We took up our abode at the fame houle we had ju 11 quitted, an inn kept by 
a German, and one of the new magnificent brick edifices lately erected, butalinofl with¬ 
out furniture or beds. 

On the following day we made an agreeable excurfion into the adjacent country: 
after eroding the Volga over a bridge of boats, and the Tvertza over a raft, we rode 
between the banks of thofe two beautiful rivers. We then left the Volga to purfiie its 
courfe towards the Cafpian Sea, watering, as it paffes, the moll fertile provinces in Ruf- 
lia, and bathing the walls of Cafan and Aflracan, and made a circuit in the environs of 
Tver : we frequently Hopped to admire feveral delightful views of the new town, 
proudly l’eated upon the fteep bank of the Volga, the country gently Hoping towards the 
river. 

Tver lies in the midfl of a large plain, interfperfed with gentle acclivities. The 
country produces in great abundance wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-wheat, hemp and 
flax, and all forts of vegetables. The forells yield oak, birch, alder, poplar, mountain- 
alh, pines, firs, and junipers. The quadrupeds, which rove in the neighbouring coun¬ 
try, are elks, bears, wolves, and foxes; wild goats and hares; alfo badgers, martens, 
weafels, ermines, ferrets, fquirrels, and mar mattes. The principal birds are eagles and 
falcons, cranes, herons, fwans, wild-geefe and ducks, partridges, quails, woodcocks and 
fnipes, black game; all'o crows and ravens, magpies and blackbirds, fparrows and Har- 
lings; together with nightingales, linnets, larks, and yellow-hammers. The fifli caught 
in the Volga are falmon, fierier, tench, pike, perch, groundlings, gudgeons, and fome- 
times, but rarely, flurgeon and beluga. 

The Herlet, aetpenfer ruthenus of Linnaeus, is probably peculiar to the northern parts 
of the globe, and is a fpecies of flurgeon highly efleemed for flavour, and for its roe, 
from which the finefi caviare is made. It is diflinguilhed from the other flurgeons by 
its colour and inferior fize, being feldoni more than three feet in length *. The top of 
the head and back are of a yellowifh grey, the fides of the body whitifh, the belly white, 
mixed with rofe-colour, efpecially towards the mouth and vent, the eyes are of a fky- 
blue, encircled with white. The fnout is long and pointed, compreffed and fluted. The 
mouth is tranfverfe, with thick prominent lips, which it has the power of drawing in¬ 
wards, with a beard, confifling of four fmall and foft cirrbi, or wattles. It has five 
rows of pointed bony imbricated feales, one upon the back, two along the fides, and 
two under the belly ; the row upon the back begins from the neck, and reaches to the 
dorfal fin ; the number f, by which Linnaeus afeertains the fpecies, and fixes at fifteen, 
varies from fourteen to leventeen. The two fide rows begin from the upper angle of 
the gill-covers, and reach to the middle of the tail; their form is flat in the middle, 
with dentated margins turning towards the tail; their number varies from fixty to fe- 
venty. The two rows, which lie under the belly, reach from the peftoral towards the 
ventral fins; they are four-fided, mucii fmaller than thofe upon the back, and thicker 
than thofe on the fides. Befides thefe five rows, there are alio fome adipofe bony feales 
between the tail and the vent j their number invariably five. The refl of the fldn is 

* Lepekm’s Rcife, vol, ii. p. 154. and Pallas’s Reife, part at. p. 446* 

+ Aelpenfer Ruthenus cirri* 4. {quamis doifalibus 15, Mtd\ Fred* I* p, 54* and Taun. Sue. 27 2 . _I* 

the B y It Nat* p* 4035 he defined j Acipeut'er ordinibus fquama>um oUearum, iincrmedio officuhs 15* 
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without (tales, but extremely rough to the touch. It has, like mod other fifh, two pec¬ 
toral fins, two ventral, one anal, one dorfal, and the tail is forked *. Many authors 
have erred In fuppofing this fifli to be peculiar to the Volga and the Cafpian Sea, for 
they frequent many other rivers, lakes, and Teas, of the Ruffian empire. According to 
Muller, they are caught in the Dnieper, and feveral rivers falling into the Frozen Ocean, 
particularly'the Lena f. Lange aflerts, that they are found in the Yenifei; Pallas de- 
feribes them as inhabiting the Irtifli, Oby, and Yaik ; Georgi mentions them among 
the filh of the lake Baikal, and fometimes in the Angara- We learn from Linnscus, that 
by order of Frederic L King of Sweden, feme live fterlets, procured from Ruffia, were 
thrown into the lake Maeler, where they propagated 1 hey have been fometimes 
caught in the Gulf of Finland, and even in the Baltic j yet ai*e not iuppofed natives of 
thofe feas, but flray fifh, which efcaped from fome vefiels dallied to pieces in paffing the 
falls of the river Malta §* 

Sept- 19 . Having obtained the valuable acquifitlon of a new wheel, we proceeded on 
our journey in the afternoon, and reached before the dole of the evening, lorlhok, 
which is fituated upon the banks of the Tvertza, It is a large draggling place, con¬ 
fiding chiefly of wooden buildings, intermixed with a few public ft ruptures, and brick 
houfes, lately erected at the expence of the Emprefs, 

Although Torfhok was only forty miles didant from Tver, we edeemed it a fortunate 
eircum fiance, that, during that ipace, no accident happened to our carriage. But we 
were not fo fuccefsful on the enfuing day; for the axle-tree breaking about fix miles 
from Vidropufk, we walked to the village, and having procured a temporary axle-tree 
to fupport our infirm vehicle, again proceeded in kibiikas as far as Vilhnei-Volofiiok ; a 
place remarkable for the canal, which, by uniting the Tvertza and the Mafta, connects 
the inland navigation between the Cafpian and the Baltic. 

Vilhnei-Volofliok, one of the imperial villages enfranebifed by the Emprefs, and en¬ 
dowed with confiderable privileges, has already reaped many benefits from its new im¬ 
munities. The inhabitants, raifed from the luuadon of Haves to that of freemen, have 
fbaken off their former indolence, and caught a new fpirit of emulation and induftry ; 
they have turned their attention to trade, and are awakened to a fenfe of the commer¬ 
cial advantages poflefled by the place of their abode. J The town is divided into regular 
ftreets, and is already provided with a large range of diops and warehoufes, which line 
each fide of the canal. All the buildings are of wood, excepting the court of juftice 
erected at the charge of the Emprefs, and four brick houfes belonging to a rich bur¬ 
gher. During our day atViftmei-Volothok, we did not fail to examine, with great at¬ 
tention, every part of the celebrated canal, of which an account will be given in a future 
chapter |j. * 

Having procured a new axle-tree, we quitted, on the 2 id, Vifhnei Volofhok, eroded 
the river ShJina, and continued along a timber road, carried over extenfive moralfes, 

* The reader will find an engraving of thefterlet m theMufeum Fred. I. of Linmeua, in le Dmyn J s Tra¬ 
vels, vul. i. p. and in Lcpekin’s Reife, Table 9.’ 

+ S. R. R. G. ix, p. 4. HaygoH , s Rufsland, voL is. p. 416. Pallas's Reife, part b p. 284. part ii. p, 
446. Georgi Reife, vol* i. p. 177. 

X Faun. Sue. No. 272. 

j Bruce relates in his Memoirs, that fome vefFeb fr going for Peterfhurgh with live fiflu called Sterlit. 
in palling the falls of Ladoga, were beat to pieces, by which accident the fifh regained their liberty, and 
fome of them were afterwards taken at Cron (lad t, and one catched at Stockholm, which were confidered as 
great curiofities, as none of them had ever been fiffcn in tliofc feas before, 57 P. 112^ 

I On the inland Navigation of Ruffia, book vi. c. 7. 
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and abounding with innumerable finall bridges, without railing, and moftly in a fluttered 
ftate. I obferved feveral villages, as well as Helds and gardens, furrounded with wooden 
pallifadoes, about twelve feet in height, which prefented a picturefque appearance. Hie 
cudorn of encircling villages in this country with ltak.es is very ancient; for among the 
earlielt laws of RuiTia, one enjoins * the peafants, under pain of the knoot, to fun-mind 
the towns and villages with pallifadoes. Thefe enclofures wei'e intended as a defence 
again!! the defultory incurfions of the Tartar hordes before the invention of gunpow- 
der; and the praftice has been preferved among a people tenacious of old ufages. 

The country was for fome way almoft a continued bog, covered with fared, and the 
villages were built on eminences of fand rifing out of the morafs. We palled the night 
at Kholiloff, a fmall village, which had been lately confumed by fire. Thefe repeated 
conflagrations will by no means appear a matter of wonder, when it is confidered that 
the cottars are built with wood, and that the greater part of the peafants, like thofe in 
Poland, ufe, inftead of candles, long flips of lighted deal, which they carry about the. 
houfe, and even into hay-lofts, without the lead precaution. The next morning, the 
bad roads having fhattered our new wheel, which was aukwardly put together, and al¬ 
ready difcovered fymptcms of premature decay, we dopped to repair : but the repairs 
were as treacherous as the original fabric; for, before the end of the ftage, it agam 
broke, and we were delayed loine hours at Ycdrovo betoie we could venture to conti- 
nue our journey. We now thought ourfelves bleffed with the afliftance of a very maf- 
terly mechanic, as his workmanfliip laded to Zimagor, a finall village, prettily fituated 
upon the borders of the lake Valdai. The furrounding country is the mod agreeable 
and diverfified which we traverfed fince our departure from Mofcow. It rifes into gen¬ 
tle eminences, and abounds with beautiful lakes, prettily fprinkled with woody iflands, 
and fkirted with toreft, corn-fields, and padures. 1 he larged of thefe lakes is called 
Valdai, and leems about twenty miles in circumference; in the middle is an ifland con¬ 
taining a convent, which rifes with its numerous fpires among cluders of furrounding 
trees f. Valdai, which gives its name to the lake; and to the range of hills, contains 
feveral new brick buildings, and even the wooden houfes are more decorated than the 
generality of Ruffian cottages; it lies upon an agreeable flope, and commands a plea- 
fant view of the lake. The Valdai hills, though of no confiderable elevation, are the 
highed in this part of the country ; and feparate the waters which flow towards the Caf- 
pian from thofe which take their courfe to the Baltic. From their termination, the 
country was no longer diverfified with hill and dale, and enlivened witn lakes; but pre¬ 
fented an uniform flat, with a vad extent of morafs. 

On the 24th, in the afternoon, we arrived at Bronitza, a village upon the Mafia, within 
20 miles of Novogorod. We took up our abode in the houfe of a Ruffian pried, which in 
no wife differed from the other buildings. It was however clean and comfortable; 
having a chimney, and being provided with plenty of wooden and earthen utenfiis. i he 
Pried, not being attired in his clerical habit, was dreffed like the peafants, and only dif- 
tinguifhed by his long and flowing hair. He, his wife, and the red of the family, were 
bufily employed in ext rafting the roe from large quantities of fifh, which are caught in 
the Malta, and with which an excellent caviare is prepared. Having obtained from our 
landlady the choiced of thefe fiffi, and procured in the village a brace of ptarmigans, a 


* Haygold, vol. i. p. 357 ■ 
f In this convent the unfortunate 
meut. See book v. chap. ii. 


Ivan, who was dtpofed by Elizabeth, futfered a temporary confine- 
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bird of the partridge fpecies, we fauntered out while fupper was preparing, towards a 

neighbouring hill, which at:railed our attention. 

Two miles from the village, in the middle of a vaft plain, rifes, in a circular form, an 
infulated hill of land and clay ; the lower parts, are thickly ftrewed with detached pieces 
of red and grey granite, limiter to many others which appeaf tabout the adjacent country, 
1 meafured one of thefe maffes, and found it twelve Sect broad, eight thick, and live 
above the furface of the ground*. 

On the funnmt (lands a brick white wafhed church, which is a pleafing object from 
the adjacent grounds f. From the top we had a Angular and cxtenfive profpect. Be¬ 
neath, the country is fomewhat open, and divided into large enclofures of pafture and 
corn ; towards the foiith rife the Valdai hills, (Fining an immenfe plain, which ft retches 
towards the north, caft, and weft, as far as the eve can reach ; a vaft expanfe without a 
Angle hillock to obit ruct the view; it feemed an endlefs foreft, dotted with a few fo- 
] it ary wooden villages, w hich appeared fo many points in a boundlels-deferr. Beyond, 
at a great diftance, we obferved thel'pires of Nuvogorod, and the lake Ilmen fcarcely 
difcernihle through the thick gloom of the trees. 

The forwardnel's of the harveft in this northern climate has been already mentioned : 
it had been fome time, taken in, and the new corn w as (pringing up in many places. 
The corn remains, during w inter, buried under friow; at the melting of which, in fpring, 
it (hoots up fpeedily in thefe countries, where vegetation is rapid, on the returning 
warmth of the feafon. Bat as the (hortnefs of the foamier does not always allow the 
grain time to ripen, the peafitnts ule the following method of drying it. They raife a 
wooden building, without windows, fimilar to thelhell of the cottages; under this 
ftrudureis a large cavity, in which a Are being made, the corn is laid upon the floor 
and dried ; it is then hung upon frames in the open air, and afterwards threfhed. 

In this part of our journey, we pafled numbcrlefs herds of oxen, moving towards Pe- 
terlburgh ; mo ft of them were driven from the Ukraine, the near eft part of which 
country is diftant eight hundred miles from the metropolis. During this long progrefs 
the drivers feldom enter any houfe; they feed their cattle upon the flips of pafture on 
each flde of the road, and have no other (belter in bad weather than the foliage of the 
trees. In the evening the (till filence of the country was interrupted by the occaflonal 
lowing of the oxen, and carols of the drivers; while the folitary gloom of the foreft 
was enlivened with the glare of numerous fires, forrounded by different groups of 
herdfmen in various attitudes ; fome were fitting round the flame, fome employed in 
drefling their provifions, and others fleeping upon the bare ground. They refembled, 
in drefs and manners, a rambling horde of Tartars. 

The route from Mofcow to Peterlburgh is continued during a fpace of five hundred 
miles, almoft in a ftraight line cut through the foreft, and is extremely tedious: on 
each fide the trees are cleared to the breadth of forty or fifty paces, and the whole way 
runs chiefly through endlefs trails of wood, only broken by villages, round which, to a 
finall diftance, the grounds are open and cultivated. 

The road is of an equal breadth, and formed by trunks J of trees laid tranfverfely, 
and bound down in the center, and at each extremity, by long poles, or beams, fattened 

into 

* See fome curious conjeftures upon thefe granite ftones of Bronitza, in Pallas’s Travels ; and allb in 
Hiftoire des Decouvertes dans plufieurs Contrees de la Ruffia, &c. vol. i. p. 42, &c. 

■f This eminence was remarkable, in the times of idolatry, for an oracular temple, built in the place now 
occupied by the church. 

J Mr.Hanway makes a curious calculation of the number of trees employed to make a road of one hun¬ 
dred and fifty verfts. “ Allowing one tree with another to be nine inches diameter, and the length 
- vol. vi. 4 o twenty. 
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into the ground with wooden pegs; thefe trunks are covered with layers of boughs 
and the whole is Itrewed over with fand or earth. When the road is new it is re¬ 
markably good ; but as the trunks decay or link into-the ground, and as the land or 
earth is worn away or wa/hed off by the rain, it is broken into innumerable holes; 
and the jolting ol the carriage ov^i' the bare timber can better be conceived than de- 
fcribed. In many places the road is a perpetual fucceflion ot ridges, and the motion of 
the carriage a continual coneufiion, much greater than I ever experienced over the 
rougheft pavement. 

The villages which occafionally linethis route are extremelly fimilar, confining ufually 
of a frngle Ureet, with wooden cottages ; a few only being dUUnguilhed by brick 
houfes. The cottages in thefe parts are fuperior to thofe between Tolitzan and 
Mofcow : they feemed, indeed, well fuited to a rigorous climate; and although con- 
limited in the rudeit manner, are comfortable habitations. The fite of each building 
is an oblong fquare, inclofed by a high wooden wall, with a penthoufe roof, and ap¬ 
pears on the out fide like a large barn. In one angle of this inclofure (lands the 
boufe, fronting the ftreet of the village, with the ftair-cafe on the outfide, and the door 
opening underneath the penthoufe roof: it contains one, or at moil two rooms. 

I have frequently obferved, that beds are by no means ufual in this country; in- 
fomuch that, in all the cottages I entered in Ruflia, I only obferved two, each of 
which contained two women at different ends with their clothes on. The family fiept 
generally upon the benches, on the ground, or over the Hove * * ; occafionally men, 
women, and children, promifcuoufly, without difcrimination of fex or condition, and 
frequently ahnofl; in a Rate of nature. In fome cottages I obferved a kind of Ihelf, 
about lix or fevcn feet from the ground, carried from one end of the room to the 
other ; to which were fattened feveral tranfverfe planks, and upon thefe fome of the 
family flept with their heads and feet occafionally hanging down, and appearing- to us, 
who were not accuftomed to fuch places of repofe, as if on the point of falling to the 
ground. The number of perfons thus crowded into a fmall fpace, fometimes amount¬ 
ing to twenty, added to the heat of the flove, rendered the room intolerably warm, 
and produced afuffocating fmell, which nothing but life enabled us to lupport. This 
inconvenience was ftill more difagreeable in the cottages not provided with chimnies, 
where the fmoke loaded the atmofphere with additional impurities. If we opened the 
lattices to admit frefh air, fuch an influx of cold wind ruflied into the room, that we 
preferred the heat and effluvia to the keennefs of the northern blails. 

In the midft of every room hangs from the cieling a veffel of holy water, and a 
lamp, lighted on particular occasions. Every houfe is provided with a picture of a 
faint coarfely daubed on wood, which frequently refembles more a Calmuc idol than 
a human head : to this the people pay the higheft marks of veneration. All the 
members of the family, the moment they rofe in the morning, and before they retired 
to deep in the evening, never omitted their adoration to the faint: they croffed them- 
felves during feveral minutes upon the Tides and forehead, bowed very low, and fome¬ 
times even proftrated themfelves on the ground. Every peafant alfo, on entering the 


twenty three feet, and flipping the foundation and fidee to be^only half fo many more as the bridge is 
compofed of, and the road to be forty-fix feet wide } here is an expence of two million one hundred thotifand 
trees Han way’s Travels, vol. i. p. 92., If we extend this calculation over the whole Ruffian empire, 
reaching four thoufand miles in length, and take in the different crofs roads, the expence of wood muft 
be amazing, but the fordfs are alfo boundleCs and intrxhauHible 

* The Hove is a kind of brick oven ^ k occupies almolt a quarter of the room, and is flat at top- 

6 room* 
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room, paid his obeifance to this objeft of worfliip, before he addreffed htmfelf to the 

The peafants, in their common intercourfe, arc remarkably polite to each other: 
they take off their cap at meeting, bow ceremonioufly and frequently, and ufually 
exchange a falute. They accompany their ordinary difeourfe with much action 
and innumerable geftures, and are exceedingly ferviie in their expreffions of de¬ 
ference to their fuperiors : in aceofling a perion of confequence, they proftrate them- 
(elves, and even touch the grounds with their beaus. We were often frrucx at le- 
ceiving this kind of eaftefn homage, not only from beggars, but frequently iioiit 
children, and occaffonally from fame of the peafants themfelves* ^ 

In the aopearanee of the common people, nothing furprifed us moreihan the enoi - 
inous thicknefs of their legs, which we at Ml conceived to be their real dimenftdas ; bu t 
the bulk, which created our aftonifhmem, proceeded from the coverings with which 
they twaddle their legs, in fummer as well as winter. Befide one or two pair of thick 
worded (lockings, they envelope their tegs with wrappers of coarfe flannel 01 cloth, 
feveral feet in length, and over thefe frequently draw a pair of boots, fo laige as to 
receive their bulky contents with the utmoll facility. 

The peafants are ivell clothed, comfortably lodged, and feem to enjoy plenty of 
wholefome food* The rye-bread, whofe blacknefs at firft difgufls they eye, and whole 
fournefs the tafte, of a delicate traveller, agrees well with the appetite $ but as I became 
reconciled to it from life, I found it no unplealant morfel: this bread is rendered more 
palatable by (luffing It with onions and groats, carrots, or green corn, and (eafoning it 
with oil. The other articles or their food I have enumerated on a former occafion* 
in addition to which I (hall only obferve, that mufhrooms are fo exceedingly common 
in thefe regions as to form a very eilential part of their provifion. I leldom entered a 
cottage without feeing great abundance ; and in pafiing through the markets, was 
often aftonifiied at the prodigious quantity ex poled for fale: the variety was no 
Iefs remarkable than the number ; they were of many colours, amongft which I 
particularly noticed white, black, brown, yellow, green, and pink* lhe common 
drink of the peafants is quafs, a fermented liquor, fomewhat like fweet-wort, made 
by pouring warm water on rye or barley-meal, and deemed an excellent antifcorbutic. 
They are extremely fond of whifky, a fpirituous liquor diftilled from malt, which the 
poore(t can occafionally command, and which they often ufe to great excefs. 

The backwardness of the Ruffian peafants in the mechanical arts, when compared 
with thofe of the other European nations, is vifible to a fuperficial obferyer. As we 
approached Peterfburgh, and nearer the civilized parts o£ Europe, the villagers were 
better furnifhed with the conveniences of life, and further advanced in the knowledge 
of the neceffary arts, than thofe who fell under our notice between dolitzin and Mol- 
cow. The planks were lefs frequently hewn with the axe, and faw-pits, which we 
had long confidered as objects of curio fky, often occurred : the cottages were more 
fpactous and convenient, provided with larger windows, and generally had chimnies ; 
they were alfo more amply (fared with houfehold furniture, and with wooden, and 
fometimes even earthen utenfils* Still, however, their progreis towards civilization 
is very mconftderable, and many in (lances of the groffed barbarilin fell under our ob- 
fervation, 

l he inhabitants of different villages on the roads, who furnifli pofhhorfes, arc called 
yawfoics , and enjoy fome peculiar privileges* They are obliged to fupply all couriers 
and travellers at a moderate price, in the deareft parts at r|d. and in many other 

402 parts 
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parts at |d. per verft * for each horfe; and, in compenfation, are exempted from 
the poll-tax, and fupplying recruits: not with (landing thefe immunities, the price 
they receive for their horfes is fo inconfiderable that they frequently produce them 
with the greatefl reluftance. The inftant a traveller demands a iupply of frefh hories, 
the yamfliics affemble in crowds, and frequently wrangle to fuch a degree, as to afford 
amulenient to a perfon who is not impatient to depart. I heir fquabbles oil this oc- 
cation have ft ruck all travellers who have given any account of this country. Chan- 
celer, the firtt Englifhman who landed at Archangel, and went from thence to Molcow, 
could not tail to obferve this circumftance, which equally prevailed at that period as 
at prefent f. “ Exprefle commandement was given, that poft-horfes thould bee gotten 
for him and the reft of his company, without any money. Which thing was, of all 
the Ruffes in the reft of their journey, fo willingly done, that they began to quarrel, 
yea, and to fight alfo, in driving and contending which of them thould put their poft- 
horfes to the fledde.” 

In this defcription, however, Chanceler has made a ludicrous miftake: for the object 
of their fquabbles was not to obtain, but to decline, the honour of furniihing him with 
horfes. The fame fcene is often renewed at prefent, and the poft-mafter not unufually 
fettles the intricate conteft by compelling the yamfliics to draw lots. Indeed, as I have 
before remarked, it is abfolutely neceffary for a foreigner, who wifhes to travel with 
expedition, not only to provide liimfelf with a paffport, but alfo to procure a Ruffian 
foldier, who, inftead of attending to the arguments of the peafants, or waiting for the 
flow mediation of the poft-mafter, fummarily decides the bufmefs by the powerful in- 
terpofition of his cudgel. The boors, quickly filenced by this dumb mode of argumen¬ 
tation find no difficulty in adjufting their pretenfions, and the horfes almoft inftantly 
make their appearance. 

In our route through Ruffia I was furprized at the propenfity of the natives to 
finging. Even the peafants who atted in the capacity of coachmen and poftillions, 
were no fooner mounted than they began to warble ail air, and continued it, without 
the lead intermiffion, for l'everai hours. But what ftill more aftoniflied me was, 
that they performed occafionally in parts. I frequently obferved them engaged in a 
kind of mufical dialogue, making reciprocal queftions and refponfes, as if chanting 
(if I may fo exprefs myfelf) their ordinary converfation. The poftilions fing from the 
beginning to the end of a ftage ; the foldiers fing during their march; the countrymen 
fing amid their moft laborious occupations ; the public-houfes re-echo with their carols $ 
and in a ftill evening I have frequently heard the air vibrate with the notes of the fur¬ 
rounding villages. 

An ingenious author §, long refident in Ruflia, who turned his attention to the 
ftudy of the national mufic, gives the following information upon this fubjett. The 
general mufic that prevails among the common people in Ruffia, from the Duna to 
the Amoor and the Frozen Ocean, confifts in one fpecies of fimple melody, which 
admits of infinite variation, according to the ability of the finger, or the cuftom of the 
feveral provinces in this extenfive empire. The words of th e fongs are moftly in 
profe, and often extempore, according to the immediate invention or recollection of 

* Three quarters of a mile. The price however lias been fince increaj&d. 

-[• Hacklnyt’s Voyages, vol i p 247. f. Argumentum baculimim. 

$ Stathlin. Sec his Nacrichttn von der MnGk in Rutland, in liaygold's Beylagen, vol, ii, p. tfo to 
65 i where fpecimens of this air are given. 
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the finger ; perhaps an antient legend, the hiftory of an enormous giant, a defcription 
of a beautiful girl, a dialogue between a lover and his mi ft refs, or the account of a mur¬ 
der. Sometimes they are merely letters and fyllables taken from an old accidence, 
metrically arranged, and adapted to this general air. Thefe words are chiefly ufed by 
mothers in finging to their children ; while the boors perform their national dance to 
the fame tune, accompanied with inftru mental mafic, i he fubject of the fong alfo fre¬ 
quently alludes to the adventures of the linger, or to his prefcnt filiation; and the 
peafants adapt the topics of their common difcourfe and their dilputes with each other, to 
this general air; which, altogether, forms an extraordinary effect, and led me to con¬ 
jecture, that they chanted their ordinary converfation. 

Chap. X .— Novogorod. — Antiquity, Power, Grandeur » Independence, Decline, Sttbjedion, 
and Downfall.—Prefent State.—Cathedral of Sf. Sophia.—Early Introduahn of Paint¬ 
ing int 6 Riff a. — Price of Provijions.—Incidents of the Journey to Peterjburgh. 

At Bronitza we croffed the Mafia upon a raft compofed of feven or eight trees rudely 
joined together, which fcarcely afforded room for the carriage and two horfes. We 
then continued our route, through a level country, to the banks of the Volkovetz, or 
little Volkof, which we paffed in a ferry ; and, after mounting a gentle rife, defcended 
into the open marfhy plain of pafture, which reaches, without interruption, to the walls 
of Novogorod. That town, at a fmall diftance, exhibited a mo ft magnificent appear¬ 
ance, and, from the great number of churches and convents, which on every fide pre- 
fented themfelves to view, announced our approach to a confiderable city j but our 
expectations were by no means realized. 

No place ever filled me with more melancholy ideas of fallen grandeur, than Novo¬ 
gorod. It is one of the moft ancient cities in Ruffia; and was formerly called Great 
Novogorod, to diflinguifh it from other Ruffian towns of a fimilar appellation Ac¬ 
cording to Neftor, the earlieft of the Ruffian hiftorians, it was built at the fame time 
with Kiof, in the middle of the fifth century, by a Sclavonian horde, who iffued from 
the banks of the Volga. Its antiquity is proved by a paffage in the Gothic hiftorian, 
Jornandes, in which it is called Civitas Nova, or New Town f. We have little infight 
into its hiftory before the ninth century, when Ruric, the firft Great-duke of Ruflia, 
made it the metropolis of his vaft dominions. The year fubfequent to his death, in 879, 
the feat of government was removed, under his fon Igor then an infant, to Kiof j and 
Novogorod continued above a century under the jurifdiflion of governors nominated 
by the Great Dukes. At length, in 970, Svatoflaf, the fon of Igor, created his third 
foil Vlodimir Duke of Novogorod : Vlodimir, fucceeding his father in the throne of 
Ruffia, ceded the town to his fon Yaroflaf j who, in 1056, granted to the inhabitants 
confiderable privileges, that laid the foundation of their liberty. From this period No¬ 
vogorod was for a long time governed by its own Dukes: thefe Sovereigns were at firil 
lubordinate to the Great Dukes, who refided at Kiof and Volodimir; but afterwards, 
as the town increafed in population and wealth, gradually ufurped an abfolute inde¬ 
pendency 

* Nifhnei Novogorod, and Novogorod SeverfkoL 

f Sclavini a CWitate Nova et Sciavino ilumunenfi, et lacu qtii appdlatur MufianftS, &c# The lake h 
the Ilmen, and the Civitas Nova, Nuvogoiod* d, R. G, Yol. v. p- 3S3- 
J S. ft* G* Vul, v, p- 397, 
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But while they thus fliook off 1 the yoke of a diftant lord, they were unable to main-, 
tain their authority over their own fubjedts. Although the ihcceffion continued in the 
fame family ; yet, as the Dukes were elected by the inhabitants, they gradually bar¬ 
tered, as the price of their nomination, all their mo ft valuable prerogatives. They were 
alfolb frequently depofed, that, for near two centuries, the lilt of the Dukes rdembles 
more a calendar of annual magiftrates, than a regular line of hereditary Princes , and, 
in effect, Novogorod was a republic under the juril'diction of a nominal Sovereign, The 
privileges enjoyed by the inhabitants, however unfavourable ho the power of the Dukes, 
proved extremely beneficial to the real interefts ofhhe town : it became the great mart 
of trade between Rullia and the Hanfeatic cities, and made rapid advances in opulence 
and population. At this period its dominions were fo extenfive*, its power lu great, 
and its fituation fo impregnable, as to give rile to a proverb, Who can refill the Gods 
and Great Novogorod f 

It continued in this flourilhing ftate until the middle of the fifteenth century, when 
the Great Dukes of Ruffia, who ftill retained the title of Dukes of Novogorod, having 
transferred their refidence from Kiof to Volodimir, and afterwards toMofcow, laid claim 
to its feudal fovereignty; a demand which the inhabitants fometimes evaded by compo- 
fition, fometimes by refiftance, but were fomedmes compelled to acknowledge. At 
length, in 1471, Ivan Vaffilievitch L having fecured his dominions againft the inroads of 
the Tartars, and extended his empire by the conqueft of the neighbouring principalities, 
aflerted his right to the fovereignty of Novogorod, and enforced his pretenfions by a 
formidable army. He vanquilhed the troops of the republic, and having forced die 
citizens to acknowledge his claims, appointed a governor, who was permitted to refide 
In the town, and exercife the authority formerly veiled in their own Dukes |. This 
power, however, being exceedingly limited, left them in the entire pofleflion of their 
1110ft valuable immunities: they retained their own Jaws, chofe their own magiftrates, 
and the governor never interfered in public affairs, except by appeal. 

Ivan, by no means contented with this limited fpecies of government, watched a fa¬ 
vourable opportunity of extending his authority, and, in 1477, laid Oege to the town. 
His defigns being abetted by internal feuds, the inhabitants were conftrained to fubferibe 
to the conditions impofed by the haughty conqueror. The gates were thrown open ; 
the Great Duke entered the place in the character of Sovereign, and the people, ten¬ 
dering the oaih of allegiance, delivered into his hands the charter of their liberties, which 
unanimity would ftill have preferved inviolate. One cireumftance, recorded by bifto- 
rians as a proof of unconditional fubjeffion, was the removal of an enormous bell from 
Novogorod to Mofcow, denominated by the inhabitants eternal , and revered as the palal- 
dium of their liberty and the fymbol of their privileges. It was fufpended in the market¬ 
place ; the facred found drew the people inftamly from the moll remote parrs, and 
tolled the fignal of foreign danger or inteftine tumult. The Great Duke peremptorily 
demanded this object of public veneration, which he called t£ The larum of /edition ; >J 
and the inhabitants confidered its furrender as the fure prelude of departing liberty. 

From this period the Great Duke became in effect abfolute Sovereign of Novogorod, 
although the oftenfible forms of government were ftill preferved : to enfure the obedi¬ 
ence of his new fubjedls, he tran/planted above a thoufand of the principal citizens to 

* Its territory extended 10 die north as far as the frontiers of Livon r a and Finland, and eomprifed great 
part of the province of Archangel, and a large diftvIA beyond the north we Hern limits of Siberia, 

f tguis contra Deos tt uagnnm Novogirdiani ? 

J The government was flmiUr to that of the German republics, who acknowledge the Emperor aa their 
liege-lord, but are under the junfdi&ion of their own magistrates. 

Mofcow, 
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Mofcow, and other towns; and fecured the Kremlin of Novogorod with drong walls of 
brick. Notwirhftanding the defpotifm to which the inhabitants were fubjedt, and the 
oppreffion which tiiey experienced from Ivan and his fucceffors, yet Novogorod dill 
continued the largeft and mod commercial city in all Ruffia, as will appear from the 
defcription of Richard Chanceler, who paffed through it in 1554 in his way to Mofcow. 
“ Next unto Mofcow the city of Nqvogorod is reputed the chiefed of Ruffia ; for 
although it be iri majeftie inferior to it, yet in greauiefle it goeth beyond it. It is the 
chiefeft and greated marts towne of all Mofcovie ; and albeit the Emperor’s feate is not 
there, but at Mofco, yet the commodioulneffe of the river, falling into that gulfe which 
is called Sinus Finnicus, whereby it is well frequented by merchants, makes it more 
famous than Mofco itfelf 

Its population, during this period, was fo great, that in 150S, above fifteen thoufand 
perfons died of an epidemical diforder f; more than double the number of the prefent 
inhabitants. In its mod dourifhing condition it contained at lead four hundred thoufand 
fouls Under the reign of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. the profperity of Novogorod experi¬ 
enced a fatal downfall; that monarch having, in 1570, difeovered a fecret correfpon- 
dence between fome of the principal inhabitants and Sigifmond Augudus King of Po¬ 
land, relative to afurrender of the city into his hands, punidied them in the mod inhu¬ 
man manner. He repaired in perfon to Novogorod, and appointed a court of inquiry, 
judly denominated the tribunal of blood. Contemporary hidorians relate that its pro¬ 
ceedings continued during the fpace of five weeks, and that on each day of this fatal 
period more than five hundred inhabitants fell vidb'ms to the vengeance of incenfed def¬ 
potifm. According to fome authors, twenty-five thoufand, according to others, more 
than thirty thoufand perfons perifhed in this dreadful carnage. Thofe writers, who 
were the Tzar’s enemies, have probably exaggerated the number of thefe executions; 
and it is but judice to add, that fome circumdances in their relations are unquedionably 
falfe: but though we ought not to give implicit credit to all the accounts recorded by 
his adverfaries; yet, even by the confeifion of his apologids, there dill remains fuf- 
ficient evidence of his favage ferocity in this barbarous transaction, which equals if not 
furpades in cruelty, the madacre at Stockholm under Chriltian II 

This horrid catadrophe and the fubfequent oppreffions which the town experienced 
from that great though fanguinary Prince, impaired its drength ; and it is deferibed as 
a place of defolation by Uhlfield, the Daniflt Ambadador. But although thefplendour 
of this once flouridling town received a confiderable diminution ; yet it was not totally 
obfeured until the foundation of Peterfburgh, whither Peter the Great transferred all 
the commerce cf the Baltic, which before centered in Novogorod. 

The prefent town is furrounded by a rampart of earth, with a range of old towers at 
regular didances, forming a circumference of fcarcely a mile and an half; and even 
this inconfiderable circle includes much open fpace, and many houfes which are not 
inhabited. As Novogorod was built after the manner of the antient towns of this 
country, in the Afiatic dyle, this rampart, like that of the Semlainogorod at Mofcow 
probably enclofed feveral interior circles: without it was a vad extenfive fuburb, which 
reached to the didance of fix miles, and included all the convents and churches, the 

* HackUtyt, vol, i. p. *ji, f S. R, G. vol. v. p 494.. 

X According to Heym, Novogorod in 17H3 contained fix ty-two churches, fix convents, and exclnifive of 
twdve public buildings, one thoufand five hundred and twelve hoiifep, of which only thirty-nine were of 
bnck. The population amounted to three thoufand three hundred and forty-two males, and three thou¬ 
fand feveu hundred and eighty four Females. 


antient 
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antient ducal palace, and other Uructures, that now make a fplendid but folitary appear¬ 
ance in the adjacent plain. 

Novogorod 11 retches on both fides of the Volkof, a beautiful river of confiderable depth 
and rapidity, and fomewhat broader than the Thames at-Windfor. This river feparates 
the town into two divifions j the Trading Part, and the Quarter of St. Sophia, which are 
united by means of a bridge, partly of wood and partly oi brick. 

The firft divifion, or the Trading Part, is, excepting the Governor’s houfe, a rude clut¬ 
ter of wooden habitations, and in no other refpett ditUnguifhed from the common vil¬ 
lages than by numerous brick churches and convents, melancholy monuments of former 
magnificence. I11 all parts I was flruck with thefe remains of ruined grandeur ; while 
half-cultivated fields enclofed within high palifadoes, and large fpaces covered with net¬ 
tles, attefled prefent defolation. Towards its extremity a brick edifice, and feveral de¬ 
tached ftruftures of the fame materials, erefted at the Emprefs’s expence, for a manu¬ 
facture of ropes and fails, exhibited a fplendid figure when contrafted tvith the furround¬ 
ing hovels. 

The oppofite divifion, denominated the Quarter of St. Sophia, derives its appellation 
from the cathedral, and comprehends the fort refs or Kremlin erected for the purpofe of 
curbing the inhabitants, and preventing frequent infurredtions. It is of an oval form, 
and furrounded by a high brick wall, (Lengthened with round and fquare towers: the 
wall is fimilar to that which enclofes the Kremlin at Mofcow, and was alfo built in 1490 
by the Italian architect Solario, of Milan, at the order of Ivan Vaflilievitch I. foon after 
the conquelt of Novogorod. The fortrefs contains the cathedral of St. Sophia, the old 
archiepifcopal manfion with the ftair-cafe on the outfide, part of a new palace not 
finifhed, and a few other brick buildings ; but the remaining (pace is a wafte, overfpread 
with weeds and nettles, and covered with ruins. 

The cathedral of St. Sophia, one of the moft antient churches in Ruffia, was begun 
in 1044 by Vlodimir Yaroflavitch, Duke of Novogorod, and completed in 1651 *. It 
was probably conftrufted foon after Chriftianity was introduced into RuHia by the 
Greeks, and called St. Sophia, from the church of that name in Confiantinople. It is 
a high fquare building, with a gilded cupola, and four tin domes. We entered this 
venerable pile through a pair of brazen gates ornamented with various figures in alto 
relievo, reprefenting the Paffion of our Saviour, and other feriptural hiftories. Accord¬ 
ing to tradition, thefe gates were brought from the antient town of Cherfon, where 
Vlodimir the Great was baptized, are fuppofed to be of Grecian workmanfliip, and are 
in confequence of this perfuafion called Korfunfkie Dveri, the doors of Cherfon. But 
if we admit the truth of this tradition, how fhall we account for the Latin characters 
with which they are infcribed. 

p. e. WICKMANNVS MEG IDE BVR GENS IS 
ALEXANDER epe DEBLVCICH. 

AVE MARIA GPACIAPLEHS DHS 'EECVGI. 

The firft part of this inscription feems to prove rather, that they came from Magde- 
burgh in Germany ; a circumftance by no means improbable, as the inhabitants of No¬ 
vogorod maintained, in thofe early times, a no lefs frequent intercourfe with Germany 
than with Greece. 

# $, R. G. vol* v. p. A wooden church of the fame name was con ftru tied about the year rooo, 

by Joachim, the firft. Biftiop of Novogorod, on the fpot where this cathedral now ftands. Ibid, p, 394* 

5 In 
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In the infide of this cathedral are twelve mafly piers white-waflied, which, as well as 
the walls, are thickly covered with the reprefentations of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, 
and of various faints. Some of thefe paintings are of very high antiquity, and probably 
anterior to the revival of the art in Italy. Many of the figures are finiflied in a bardfiat 
fiyk of colouring upon a gold ground, and exactly fimilar to thofe of the Greek artills, 
by whom, according to Vafari, painting was firft introduced into Italy. 

Towards the latter end of the thirteenth century, feme Greek artifts invited to Flo¬ 
rence, painted a chapel in the church of Santa Maria Novella. Although their defign 
and colouring were bard and fiat , and they chiefly represented the figures on a field of 
gold ; yet their productions were much admired in that ignorant century. Cimabue, 
who was then a boy, (truck with their performance, was accuftomed to pafs all the time 
he could (teal from fchool in contemplating the progrefs of their work. His enthufiafrn 
being thus kindled, he turned his whole attention to the Itudy of an art to which his 
genius Teemed inclined. Ilis firfl: compofitions had all the defeats of the matters whom 
he imitated ; but he gradually improved as he advanced, and bid the firfl rude founda- 
tion of that aftonifhing excellence which the fchools of Italy afterwards attained.- 

As painting was brought into Italy from the Greek empire, when there was fcarcely 
any connection between thofe two countries, we may be well affured it was introduced 
at a more early period into Ruffia, from the fame quarter; not only becaufe a conflant 
intercourfe had been long maintained between the Great Dukes and Emperors of Con- 
ftantinople, and becaufe the Patriarch was formerly the head of the church eftablifhed in 
Ruffia; but likewife becaufe the Ruffians being converted to Chriftianity by the Greeks, 
were accuftomed, after their example, to decorate their temples with various figures, 
and muft have received from them many portraits of faints, which form in their religion 
a neceflary part of divine worffiip. We may conclude, therefore, that the cathedral of 
St. Sophia, which was built in the eleventh century, and is one of the moll antient 
churches of Ruffia, was ornamented with figures of faints by the Greek artifts, whom 
the Great Dukes of Novogorod drew from Conflantinople, The reprefentations in 
queftion, indeed, are fuch mere daubings, as not to deferve a particular inquiry, if it 
did not affift in illuflrating the progrefs of the liberal arts, and afeertaining the early in¬ 
troduction of painting into this country, at a period when it was probably unknown 
even in Italy*. 

Several Princes of the ducal family of Ruffia are interred in this cathedral. The firfl 
is Vlodimir Yaroflavitch, who was horn in 1020, died in 1051 f, and buried in this 
church, which he had juft completed. Befides his tomb, are thofe of h:s mother Anne, 
daughter of the eaftern Emperor Roman us, his wife Alexandra, his brother Micfliflaf, 
and laftly, of Feodor, brother of Alexander Nevfki, who died in 1228. The moil 
antient of thefe fepulchres are of carved wood gift, filvered, and furrounded with 
iron rails ; the others are of brick and mortar. Within the fanCluary the walls are 
covered with Mofaic compartments, of coarfe workmanffiip, but curious from their 
antiquity. 

Our landlord is a German, and his inn, though fmail, one of the molt commodious 
we had hitherto met with in Ruffia ; it was neatly fu mi filed, and afforded beds, an 
article of Angular luxury in this country, which we had no fmail difficulty to procure, 
even in the city of Mofcow. * 

* Jam diu piogutit Rutherii, ct ipiit crcdal ? feculo duodecimo, fays Falcor.i.— See Eflai fur la Bib. See,' 
f. 19. 

-J- S. It. G- vol. v. p. 399. 
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By the afflftance of our landlord we obtained the price of proviilons in thefe parts *; 

* i , j 


Butchers meat per Ruflian pound t, 

Black bread per ditto, - 

Wbite common ditto, - 
French ditto, - 

Butter ditto, - 

Ten eggs from - 
Pair of fowls from *■ 

Fatted goole, - 

Couple of wild ducks, .... 

Tame ditto. 

Brace of Partridges, - 

Black game, cock and hen, - 

Hare, - “ 

Quart of milk, - 
Bell fpirituous liquors per quart, 

Worft fort, 

Pair of peafant’s leather Ihoes, 

Boots,. ' " 

Round hat, n 

Peafant’s flin t, no collar or wriftband, and very fliort. 
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Our coach being much fluttered by the bad roads, we left it at Novogorod, and con¬ 
tinued our journey in kibitkas^ the common carriages ot thecountiy. A kibitka is a 
fmall cart, capable of containing two per tons abreaft, while the drivel fits upon the rur- 
ttier extremity clofe to the horfe s tails. It is about five feet in length, and the hinder 
half is covered with a femi-circular tilt, open in front like the top or a cradle, made or 
laths interwoven and covered with birch or beech bark. T. here is not a piece of iron, 
in the whole machine. It has no fprings, and is fattened by means of wooden pins, 
ropes, and {ticks, to the body of the carriage. The Ruffians, when they travel m thefe 
kibitkas, place a feather-bed in the bottom, admirably calculated to break the intoler¬ 
able jolts and concuffions, occafioned by the uneven timber roads. With this precau¬ 
tion/a kibitka, though inferior in fplendour, equals in comfort the moft commodious 
vehicle. The traveller ftretches himfelf at length upon the feather-bed, and d inclined, 
may dofe away the journey in perfefl tranquillity. But being novices in the method of 
equipping this fpecies of conveyance, we fuffered a layer oi trunks and other hard bag¬ 
gage to be fubftfcuted in the place of feather-beds * thefe fubfiances, fo much more 
bulky, and fo much lefs yielding than down, obliged us either to fit undei the. tilt in a 
Hoping polture, or upon the. narrow edge of the carriage ; in the alternate enjoyment 
of which delegable pofrtions we paffed twelve hours without inJermiflion, and with no 
refrefhment, Thofe who have ever regaled themfelves amidft a pile of loofe trunks 
and boxes in the bafket of a heavy-laden Sage coach, over the roughen pavement* 
would efieem that mode of conveyance luxury to what we experienced. Our impa¬ 
tience, however, to reach Peteribnrg beguiled in feme meafure the bnufes we received 
from our kibitkas and their contents, and induced us to perfevere in oUr route till after 
ten at night j when, being depofited in a fmall village^ I had Icarcely ilrength remain* 


* A ELufian pound—14$ Englifh ounces t 4 77 ®' 
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mv to cfawl to fome frefh ftraw fpread for our beds in the comer of an unfumilhed mu. 
With t he comforts of this delightful place of repofe I was fo enamoured, that I could 
not be prevailed upon to relinquith it even for a few minutes, for the enjoyment of an 
excellent ragout prepared by our fen-ant, which a conftant failing luce mne in the 

of ouiy fifty between us and Petc f- 
bur<rh, induced us to re-affume opr former Rations, and to brave a repetition o. oui 
fatigue. The country we puffed through was .11 calculated to alleviate our fuiTe.mgs, 
by transferring our attention from ourfclves to the furroundmg objeds Excepting 
the environs of Novogorod, which were tolerably open the road made of timber, and 
as ilraighf as an arrow, ran through a perpetual foreft, without the leaft mtei mixture 
of hill or dale, and with few flips of cultivated ground. I hrough this dreary extent. 
the eloomv uniformity of the forcit was only broken by a few fohtary villages, at long 
di Ranees from each other, without the intervention of a lingle houfe. Itchora, the U t 
village at which we changed horl'es, though but twenty miles from thecapital, was ma 
and wretched, and the adjacent country as mhofpitable and unpeopled as that we had al¬ 
ready pafled. About ten miles from Itchora we luddenly turned to the right, and the 
fcene inftantly brightened: the woods gave way to cultivation, the country began to be 
enlivened with houies, the inequalities of the timber road were iucceeded by the level 
of a lpacious-caufeway, equal to the fineft .turnpikes ol England, the end of each \ ei 
was marked with fuperb mile-ftones of granite and marble, and a long avenue of trees 
was clofed at the diltance of a few miles with a view of Peterfburgh, the oojea of our 
wiflies, and the termination of our labours. 


Chav. III.— Juflification of Peter the Great for transferring the Seat of Empire from 
" Mofcow to St. Peter [burgh.—Defcription of the new Metropolis—Foundation and 
Pro?refs.—Circumference and Population.—Inundations of the Neva.—Remarkable 
Flood in *777 *—Bridge of Pontoons* —Plan for a Bridge of a Jingle Arch acrofs the 

Ncva _ Coloffal Statue f Peter the Great.—Account of the Pedejial, and its Conveyance 

to Peterfhurgh*—GeneralOhfervatwm on the Weather during the Binter*—'Precautions 
againji the Cold.—Diverfwns and Winter Scenes upon the Neva.—Ice Hills,—Annual 

Fair. 

SAINT Peteriburgh is fituated in the latitude of 59- 56' 2/ north, and longitude 
2 mf eaft from the meridian of Greenwich. It Itands upon the Neva, near the 
Gulph of Finland, and is built partly on fome iflands in the mouth of that river, and 
partly on the continent. The principal divifions are: I. The Admiralty quarter. 
2. The Vafilli Oftroff. 3. The fortrefs. 4. The Ifland of St. Peterfburgh; and 
c The various fuburbs, called the fuburbs of Livonia, of Mofcow, of Alexandei Nev* 
M and of Wiburgh. Their refpettive lunation will be better explained by the an¬ 
nex^ plan of the town, than by the moft elaborate defcription. 

Peter the Great incurred confiderable cenfure for transferring the feat of empire 
from Mofcow to St. Peterlburgh ; it has been urged, with fome degree of plaufibikty, 
that he was in effect more an Afiaiic than an European fovereign; that Mofcow, lying 

* Throughout alltlWhigh loads of lluffi*, each verft for three garters of a mile] h marked by a wooden 
poii, about twelve Feet ir. height,painted red. 

•j- Oltrof fignifie* bland. 
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nearer to the center of his dominions, was better calculated for the imperial relidencej 
and that, by removing his capita!, he ncgletted the interior provinces, and Sacrificed 
every consideration to his predilection for the fettlements upon the Bahic. 

But although Peter {burgh is fituated at the extremity of Ruffia, he did not neglefit 
any other part of his vail dominions. On the contrary, he was no left attentive .to his 
Afiaiic than to his European provinces ; his repeated negotiations with the Chinefe, 
his campaigns againfl the Turks, and his conquefl of the Per ban provinces, which bor¬ 
der upon the Cafpian, prove the truth of this affection. It is no lefs obvious, that Eu¬ 
rope was the quarter from whence the greateft danger to his throne impended j. that the 
S wedes were his triaft formidable enemies, and from them the very cxiftence of his em¬ 
pire was threatened with annihilation. It was not by leading his troops again!! the de¬ 
sultory bands of Turks or Perfians, that he acquired a Solid military force; but by train¬ 
ing them to endure the firm attack of regular battalions, and to learn to conquer from 
repeated defeats ; with this defign, the nearer he fixed his feat to the borders of Swe¬ 
den, whole veterans had long been the terror of the north, the more readily his troops 
would imbibe their military fpirit, and learn their well regulated manceuvres. Add to 
this, that the prote£lion of the new commerce, which he opened through the Baltic, de¬ 
pended upon the creation and maintenance of a naval force, which required his immedi¬ 
ate and almoft continual infpe&ion. To this rircumftance alone is owing the rapid and 
re Ip eatable rife of the Ruffian power, its preponderance in the north, and political im¬ 
portance in the fcale of Europe. In a word, had not Peter transferred the feat of go¬ 
vernment to the (bores of the Baltic, the Ruffian navy had never rode triumphant in *the 
TurkHh feais ; and Catharine II. had never flood forth the arbitrefs of the north, and 
the mediatrix # of Europe. 

'She internal improvement of the Ruffian Empire, the great object of Peter’s reign, 
was considerably advanced by approaching the capital to the more civilized parts of Eu- 
iQpe; by this means he drew the nobility from their rude magnificence and feudal dig¬ 
nity at Mofcow, to a more immediate dependence upon the Sovereign, to- more poll filed 
manners, to a greater degree of Social intercourse. Nor did any other caufe, perhaps, 
lo much tend to promote his plans for the civilization of his fubjeXts, as the removal of 
the imperial feat from the inland provinces to the Gulf of Finland. 

In oppofition, therefore, to the cenfurers of Peter, we cannot but efleem this act as 
extremely beneficial, and might even venture to affert, that if, by any revolution of Eu¬ 
rope, this empire fliould lofe its acquisitions on the Baltic; if the court (liould repair to 
Mofcow, and maintain a fainter connection with the European powers before an e (Ten rial 
reformation in the manners of the people takes place; Ruffia would foon relapfe into 
her original baibarifm, and no traces of the memorable improvements introduced by 
Peter I. and Catharine II. be found but in the annals of hiftory. 

In walking about this metropolis 1 was filled with aflonifhment on re8e£t"ng, that ib 
ate as the beginning of this century, the ground on which Peterfburgh now {lands was a 
morals occupied by a few fi flier men’s huts. The fir ft building of the city is fo recent 
as to be amiotl remembered by perfons now alive, and its gradual progrefc is traced 
without difficulty. Peter the Great having wrefted Ingria from the Swedes, and ad¬ 
vanced the boundaries of his empire to the fliares of the Baltic, determined to ereft a 
fortrefs upon a fmall ifiand in the mouth of the Neva, for pretexting his conquelts, and 


1 It mu ft be remembered, that Catharine ] I. mediated die peace of Tefchen, in 
pern of Germany and the King of .Vruffia. 
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opening a new channel of commerce*. As a prelude to this undertaking, a fmall 
battery was railed on another ifland of the Neva, upon the fpot cow occupied by the 
Academy of Sciences, and was commanded by Vaffili Demitrievitch Rotfhmin. All 
the orders of the Emperor fent to this officer being directed Yaffi’i na OJtrof, To 
Vaffili upon the ifland, this part of the town was called VoJfiH Ojirof, or the illand of 
Vaflili. 

The fortrefs was begun on the t6th of May, 1703; and, notwithstanding the ob- 
ftructions arifing from the marfiiy nature of the ground, and the inexperience of the 
workmen, a fmall citadel, furrounded with a rampart of earth, and ftrengthened with 
fix bullions, was completed In a fliort time. An author f, who was in Ruffin at that 
period, informs us, “ that the labourers were not furnilhed with the neceflary tools, 
as pick-axes, fpades and {hovels, wheel-barrows, planks and the like; notwithftanding 
which, the work went on with fuch expedition, that it was furprifing to fee the fortrefs 
railed within lefs than five months, though the earth, which is very i'carce thereabouts, 
was, for the greater part, carried by the labourers in the Hurts of their clothes, and 
in bags made of rags and old mats, the ufe of wheel-barrows being then unknown to 

them.” , 

Within the fortrefs a few wooden habitations were erected. For his own immediate 
refidence, Peter alfo ordered, in the beginning of 1703, a fmall hut to be railed in an 
adjacent illand, which he called the illand of St. Peterfburgh, and from which the new 
metropolis has derived its name: this hut was low and fmall, and is ftill preferred in 
memory of the fovereign who condefcended to dwell in it. Near it was foon after¬ 
wards conftrufled another wooden habitation, but larger and more commodious, in 
which Prince Menrchikof refided, and gave audience to foreign minifters. At a fmall. 
diftance was an inn, much frequented by the courtiers and perfons of all ranks; to 
which Peter frequently repaired on Sundays after divine fin; vice, and caroufed with 
feis fuite and others who happened to be prefent, as ipectatcrs of the fire-works and di- 
verfions exhibited by his orders. 

On the 30th of May, 170C, Peter demoliflied the ftnall citadel, and began the found¬ 
ation of the new fortrefs on the fame fpot. In 1710, Count Golovkin built the firft 
edifice of brick, and in the following year the Tzar, with his own hand, laid the founda¬ 
tion of a houfe, to be erected with the fame materials J. From thefe fmall beginnings 
rofe the prefent metropolis of Ruffia; and in lefs than nine years, the feat of empire was 
transferred from Mofcow to Peter {burgh. 

The defpotic authority and zeal of Peter for the improvement of the new capital, 
will appear from his mandates. In 1714 he enjoined, that all buildings upon the illand 
of St. Peterfburgh, and in the Admiralty quarter, particularly thofe on the banks of the 
Neva, fhould be conflru&ed after the German manner, with timber and brick; that 
the nobility and principal merchants fhould be obliged to have houfes in Peterfburgh 
that every large veffel navigating to the city, fhould bring thirty Hones, every fmall one 
ten, and every peafant’s waggon three, towards the confirmation of the bridges and. 
other public works ; that the roofs of the houfes fhould be no longer covered with birch 
planks and bark, fo dangerous in cafe of fire, but with tiles or clods of earth. In 1716 
a regular plan § for the new city was approved by Peter; the principal part of the new 
metropolis was to be fituated in the ifland of Vaffiii-Oftrof; and, in imitation of the 

* See Hill. Geog. and Top. Befehreibung der Stadt S. Pet. in the Journal of St. Pet. for J 779 1 

-}- Perry's State of Ruffia, vol. i. p. qco. X Journal of St. Peterfburgh, 1799. 

j The reader will find a delineation of this plan in Perry’s State of Ruffia. 
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Dutch towns, canals were to be cut through the principal ftreets, and lined with ave. 
nues of trees; but it has never been carried into execution ; and under (ha Emprefs 
Anne, the imperial refidence was removed to the Admiralty quarter.^ Ah=. nobility 
foon followed the example of the lovercign ; and, excepting form? public edifices, and 
the’row of houfes fronting the Neva, the VafiUi-Oflroi is the work part of the city, and 
contains more wooden buildings than all the other quarters. 

Succeeding fovereigns have continued to embdlHh Pvterfburgh, but none more than 
the prefent Emprefs, who may be called its fecond founder. Notwithstanding, how¬ 
ever all thefe improvements, it bears every mark of an infant city, and is frill 45 only 
an iromenfe outline, which will require future Empreffcs and almoft future ages to 
complete*.” The ftreets in general are broad f and fpacious; and three of the prin. 
cipal ftreets, which meet at the Admiralty, and reach to the extremities of the fuburbs, 
are at lead two miles in length. Moil of them are paved; but a few are flill fullered 
io remain floored with planks. In feveral parts of the metropolis, particularly in the 
Vaflili-Oftrof, wooden houl'es and habitations, fearedy fuperior to common cottages, 
are blended with the public buildings; but this motley mixture is far lefs common than 

at The”brick houfes are ornamented with a white flucco, which has led feveral travellers 
to aflert that they are built with ftone; whereas, unlefs I am miflaken, there are only 
two ftone ftruaures in all Peterfburgh; the one the church of St. Ifaac, of hewn gra¬ 
nite and marble columns, not yet fmifhed ; the other the marble palace, conftruaed at 
the expence of the Emprefs, on the banks of the Neva. Her Imperial Majefty gave this 
l'uperb edifice to Prince Orlof; and, at his death, purchafed it from his executor for 
2,000,000 of roubles. The ftyle of archite&ure is magnificent but heavy; the front 
is'compofed of poliflied granite and marble, and fmifhed with fuch nicety, and in a ftyle 
fo fuperior to the contiguous buildings, that it feems to have been tranfported to the 
prefent fpot, like a palace in the Arabian tales, raffed by the enchantment of Aladdin s 
lamp J. It contains forty rooms upon each floor, and is fitted up in a ftyle of fuch 
fplendour, that the expence of the furniture amounted to 1,500,000 roubles. 

The manfions of the nobility are vaft piles of building, but not iu general upon fo 
magnificent a fcale as feveral 1 obferved at Mofcow: they are furaifhed with great coft, 
and as elegantly as thofe at Paris or London. They are fitunted chiefly on the fouth fide 
of the Neva, either in the Admiralty quarter, or in the fuburbs of Livonia and Mofcow, 
which are the fineft parts of the city. 

The views upon the banks of the Neva exhibit the moft grand and hvel/fcenes I ever 
beheld. That river is in many places as broad as the Thames at London; it is alfo 
deep, rapid, and as tranfparent as cryftal; and the banks are lined with hand feme 
buildings. On the north fide, the fortrefs, the Academy of Sciences, and Academy 
of Arts, are the inoft ftriking objects: on the oppofite fide are. the imperial palace, the 
Admiralty, the manfions of many Ruffian nobles, and theEnglilh line, fo called, becaufe 
the whole row is principally occupied by the Et'ghfh merchants. In the front of thefe 
buildings, on the fouth fide, is the Quay, which ftretches for three miles, except where 
it-is interrupted by the Admiralty; and the Neva, during the whole of that fpace, has 
been lately embanked by a wall, parapet, and pavement of hewn granite ; a magnifi¬ 
cent and durable monument of imperial munificence. The Canals of Catherine, and of 

* Wraxall’a Tour, p 2 U _ 

+ They are inoftly as broad as Oxford-ftreet: thole with car.als much broader. 

+ i n this palace Stamflaas, the abdicated king of Poland, died. 
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the Fontanka *, which are feveral milfes in length, have been recently embanked in the 
fame manner, and add greatly to the beauty of the metropolis. 

The quantity of polifhed granite ufed m thefe public works is lufficient to altomlh an 
European arch'itett, who confiders the hardnefs of the ftone, and the difficulty with- 
which it is poliffied. I have frequently viewed with furprize the procefs employed by 
the Ruffian workmen, in fmoothing the granite. They batter the ftone with an iron 
hammer edged with ft eel; the cjuantity which flies oil at each ftroke is a lino it iniper- 
ceptible; but by repeatedly linking the fame place, the prominent parts are worn 
away, and the ftone becomes fmooth. io this gradual attrition may be applied the 

proverb, , , 

Gutta cavat iapidem , nm vi fed Jape caaenaa. 

Peterlburgh, though more compatt than other Ruffian cities, with the houfes in 
many ftreets contiguous to each other, ftill bears a refeinblance to the towns of this 
country, and is built in a very ftraggling manner. By an order lately iilued from go¬ 
vernment, the city has been enclofed within a rampart, the circumference wheieof is 
twenty-one verfts, or fourteen Euglilh miles. 

The average population of Peterlburgh may be col letted from the lifts of births and 
deaths during feven years. 


Births, 

Males 

I 77 I Females 
177Z 

*773 - 

Males 

*774 Females 

*775 

, Males 
7 > Females 

Natives. 

Males 

Females 

*777 Foieignm. 
Males 
Females 




2459 

2322 

4759 

5483 

2819 ? <417 

2598 j 5^7 

- 4961 

2816? ™ 

2 J&!3 

27I7I 

2618 | 

r> 5 8 54 

265 

254 J 


Total of births for feven years 36,67 2 


Deaths. 


Males 

Females 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 


\'il I W9 

472 / 

503 1 

2899 

*559 

3107 


445 s 


Natives* 

-v 

Foreigners. 


Total of Deaths 


3 *' 7 l 
2043 1 

£>5660 

265 

235J 

32,165 


Annual average of births, omitting final 1 fraftions 
of deaths 


523 s ' 

4594 


'By multiplying the births five thoufand two hundred and thirty-eight by twenty five, 
the Turn is one hundred and thirty-four thoufand nine hundred and fifty; and the deaths 
four thoufand five hundred and ninety-four by twenty-fix, the film is one hundred and 
nineteen thoufand four hundred and forty four. By taking the medium, therefore. 


* And the Moika hnce my departute* 
2 


between 
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between thefe two fums, we have one hundred and twenty-fix thoufand fix hundred 
and ninety-feven for the number of inhabitants *, 

Peterfburgh s from its low and marihy fitbation, is fubjecl to inundations, which 
fometimes threaten the town with a total fubmerfion* Thefe floods are chiefly occa- 
fioned by a weft or fouth-wefl wind, which, blowing direflly From the gulf, obftructs 
the current of the Neva, andcaufes an accumulation of the waters. On the 16th of 
November we had nearly perfonal experience of this dreadful calamity. Being in¬ 
vited Co a mafquerade at the Cadet’s in the Vaillii Oftrof, pn our approach Co the 
bridge we perceived that a flormy weft wind had fwelled the river fo considerably as to 
elevate the pontoons; and the bridge was in danger of being carried away. Inffcad, 
therefore, of repairing to the mafquerade, we returned home, and waited for feme 
hours in awful expectation of an immediate deluge. Providentially a hidden change 
of wind preserved Peterfburgh from the impending cataflrophe, and the inhabitants 
from an almofl univerfat conflernation, which recent fufierings impreffed upon their 
minds, I allude to the flood in the month of September 1777, whole effects are thus 
described : t£ f In che evening of the grh a violent florin of wind blowing at S.W. and 
afterwards W, raifed the Neva and its various branches to fo great a height, that at 
five in the morning the waters poured over rheir bank, and fuddenly overflowed the 
town, but .more particularly the Vaflili Oftrof and the ifland of St, Peterfburgh. The 
torrent rofe in feverai ftreets to the depth of four feet and an half; and overturned, 
by its rapidity, various buildings and bridges. About feven, the wind fhifting to N*W. 
the flood fell fuddenly ; and at mid-day mod of the ftreets, which in the morning could 
only be pa fled in boats, became dry. For a fhort time the river rofe ten feet feven 
inches above its ordinary level/* 

The divifions of Peterfburgh, on each fide of the Neva, are connected .by a bridge 
on pontoons, which was ufually removed when the large maffes of ice driven down the 
ftream from the lake Ladoga firft made their appearance, and for a few days, until 
the river was frozen fufficiently hard to bear carriages, there was no communication 
between the oppofite parts of the town. The depth of the river renders it extremely 
difficult to build a ftonc bridge : and if one fhould be confirufted, it would probably be 
deflroyed by thefe vaft fhoals of ice. To remedy this incovenience, a Ruffian peafant 
projeded the fublime plan of throwing a wooden bridge of a Angle arch acrofs the 
river, which in its narrdwell part is nine hundred and eighty feet in breadth. The 
artifl has executed a model ninety-eight feet in length, which I examined with great 
attention, as he explained the proportion and mechanifm, 

* Sufdick estimates the population of Peterfburgh at one hundred and thirty-three thoufand one 
hundred and ninety Jis, by multiplying the births by twenty eight ; and one hundred and thirty two 
thoufand nine hundred and ninety, by multiplying the deaths by twenty fix; neither of which numbers 
differs filenttally from the average number in the text : he adds, that Peterfburgh is the only large town 
in which there are more births than deaths* The population of P tetfburgh is continually rncreafing, as 
weU from the txeefs of the bin hs above the deaths* as from the influx of natives and foreigners. According 
to a cenfus taken in <784, it contained one hundred and twenty-fix thoufand eight hundred ard twenty- 
feven males, and fixty five thoufand fix hundred and nineteen females, tot hiding about twenty-feven 
thoufand eight hundred and ninety foreigners ; in all one hundred and ninety-two thoufand four hundred 
and forty-tlx perform. 

According to ProfeiTor Hcym (Encyclopedia des Ruffifcbrn Refchy) I\terffmrgh was twenty-four 
verfts in circumference in 1784, and contained feventy-one churches* and three thoufhnd four hundred and 
thirty-one hotifes, of which one thoufand two hundred and ninety one were of brick, and two thoufand 
one hundred and forty of wood. -J- ] burn. St. Pet. Sept. 1777. 

t This bridge was, in December 1779, replaced For the fuft time, and continued during the winter* 
a pya&ife which has been fince renewed, and renders the communication more convenient* 

5 The 
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The bridge is conftru&ed on the fame principle as that of Schaffhaufcn, excepting 
that the mechamfm is more complicated, and the road not fo level. I ft all attempt to 
defcribe it by fiippofing it finifted, as that will convey the bed idea of the plan. The 
bridge is roofed at the top, and enclofed at the fides : it is formed by four frames of 
timber, two on each fide, compofed of beams- or truffles, which fupport the whole 
fabric.* The road is not carried over the top of the arch, but fufpended in the middle. 


Feet, 

Length of the abutment on the north end - - 658 

Span of the arch - 9 ^° 

Length of the abutment on the fouth end - - 6j8 

Length of the whole ftrufture - - 2296 

The plane of the road upon its firfi: afeent makes an angle of five degrees 
with the ordinary furface cd the river 

Mean level of the river to the top of the bridge in the center - 168 

Ditto to the bottom of the bridge - - • 126 

Height of the bridge in the center - - 4 2 

Height from the bottom of the bridge in the center to the road - 7 

Height from the bottom of the bridge to the water - - 84 

Height from the water to the fpring of the arch - - 56 


There is a difference of thirty-five feet between the road at the fpring of the arch, 
and the road at the center; in other words, an afeent of thirty-five feet in four hun¬ 
dred and ninety, which is little more than eight tenths of an inch to a foot *. The 
bridge is broadeft toward die fides, and diminiftes towards the center. 

In the broadeft part it is - * 168 feet. 

In the center or narrowefl: - - 42 

The breadth of the road is - - 28 

The artifl: informed me, that to conftruft the bridge would require forty-nine thou- 
fand fix hundred and fifty iron nails, twelve thouland nine hundred and eight large 
trees, five thoufand five hundred beams, and that it would coft 300,000 roubles, or 
6o,oool. He fpeaks of this bold project with the warmth of genius, and is convinced 
that it is pratticable. I muff own, I am of the fame opinion, though I hazard it with 
great diffidence. What a noble effect would be produced by a bridge fpringing acrofs 
the Neva, with an arch nine hundred and eighty feet wide, and towering one hundred 
and fixty-eight feet from the furface of the water! The defeription of fuch a bridge 
feerns almolt chimerical j and yet, on infpeffing the model, we are reconciled to the 
idea. But whether the execution of this ftudendous work may be deemed poffible or 
not, the model itfelf is worthy of attention, and reflects high honour on the inventive 
faculties of untutored genius: it is fo compaft, that it has fupported three thoufand 
five hundred and forty pood, or one hundred and twenty-feven thoufand four hundred 
and forty pounds, without fwerving from its direction, which is far more, in proportion 
to its fize, than the bridge, if completed, would have occafion to fuftain from the pref- 
f'ure of the carriages added to its own weight. 

* The afeent of the road of the bridge of Schaffhaufen is barely four tenths of an inch iri afoot. 
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The projector of this plan -was apprenticed to a ihop-keeper at Nifhnei Novogorod • 
anti, like the Swifs carpenter who built the bridge of Schaffhaufen*, unacquainted 
with the theory of mechanics. Oppofite to his dwelling was a wooden clock, which 
excited his curiofily; by repeated examinations he comprehended the internal ftruc- 
ture, and, without nfliffance, formed one exa&ly fimilar. His fuccefs in this effay 
urged him to undertake the conftruftion of metal clocks and watches. The Emprefs, 
acquainted with thefe ivonderful exertions of native genius, took him under her pro¬ 
tection, and fent him to England ; from whence, on account of his ignorance of the 
language, he foon returned to Rulfia. I faw a repeating watch of his workmanfliip at 
the Academy of Sciences: it is about the bignels of an egg; in the inlide is reprefen ted 
the tomb of our Saviour, with the ftone at the entrance, and the centinels upon duty; 
fuddenly the ftone is removed, the centinels fall down, the angels appear, the women 
enter the fepulchre, and the chant performed on Eafter-eve is heard. Thefe are 
trifling, although curious performances; but the plan of the bridge was a fublime 
conception. This perfon, whofe name is Kuiibin, bears the appearance of a Ruffian 
peafant; he has a long beard, and wears the common drefs of the country j he re¬ 
ceives a penfion from the Emprefs, and is encouraged to follow the bent of his me¬ 
chanical genius. 

The nobleft monument of the gratitude and veneration paid to Peter I. is his equef- 
trian ftatue in bronze, of coloffal fize; it is the work of Falconet, the celebrated 
French ftatuary, call at the expence of Catharine IX. in honour of her great prede- 
ceffof, whom (he reveres and imitates. The monarch is represented in the attitude of 
mounting a precipice, the fummit of which he has nearly attained. His head is un¬ 
covered, and crowned with a laurel; he wears a loofe veil in the Afiatic ftyle, with 
halt-boots, and fits on a hoofing of bear-lkin : the right hand is ftretched out, as in 
the ait of giving benediction to his people, and the left holds the reins. The defign 
is mafterly, and the attitude bold and fpirited. The flat pofuion of the right hand is 
deficient in dignity, and has an unpleafing effett ; for which reafon, the view of the 
left fide is molt (hiking, where the figure is graceful and animated. The horfe is 
fpringing upon the hind legs and the tail, which is full and flowing, appears (light¬ 
ly to touch a ferpent, artfully contrived to afiift in fupporting the vaft weight f. The 
artift has, in this noble effay of genius, reprefented Peter as the legiflator of his coun¬ 
try, without allufion to conqueft and blood(hed; wifely preferring his civil qualities 
to his military exploits J. The contrail; between the compofure of Peter (though 
perhaps not charadferiftic) and the fire of the horfe, eager to prefs forwards, is very 
fir iking. The fimplicity of the infcription correfponds to the fublimity of the defign. 


PETRO FRIMG §, 
CATHARINA SECUNDA 
1782. 


PETRU PERVOMU 
ekatherena VTORAITA 

1782. 


* Fot the account of the bridge of SchafFhaufcn, fee Travels in Switzerland, Letter II. 

•J- The height of the hero is eleven feet; of the horfe feven teen ; the bronze in the th inn eft part is 
only three lines, hut increafes gradually towards the hind feet of the horfe to one inch ; the weight oF the 
whole (exclufive of the counterpoife of ten thoufand pounds) is forty-four thoufand and forty-one Ruffian 
«r thirty-lit thoufand ft* hundred and thirty-Gx Englifh pounds. 

£ l-alconet has ably refuted the cenfures urged again!! his ftatue on this account. See his Letter to 
Did trot, in “ Pieces written by Motif, falconet,” Iran dated by Mr. Tooke, p. 47. Where the reader 
will aifo find an engraving of the ftatue. $ Catherine II. to Peter I. 


Falconet 
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Falconet having conceived the defign of placing the ftatue on a huge rock * instead 
of a pedeftal, carefully examined the environs of Peteriburgh, for a detached ma s 
of granite, of magnitude correfpondent to the dimenfions of the equeflrian figure; 
and after confiderable refearch, he difcovered, near the village of Lachta, a llupendous 
crag, half buried in the mid(l of a niarihy foreft. The expence and difficulty of 
tranfporting it were no obftacles to Catherine 11 .: the moral's was drained, the foreft 
cleared, and a road four verfts in length formed from the fliore to the Gulf of Finland. 
It was fet in motion on large friction-balls, and grooves of metal, by means of pullies 
and vrindlaffes, worked by four hundred men. In this manner it was conveyed, 
with forty men feated on the top, twelve hundred feet a day to the fhorej then em¬ 
barked on a nautical machine f, tranfported eight verfts by water, and landed at Pei erf- 
burgh near the fpot where it is now erefted. This more than Roman work was 
accompliflied in lefs than fix months; the rock when landed was forty-two feet long 
at the bafe, thirty-fix at the top, eleven broad and feventeen high, and weighed fifteen- 
hundred tons. 

The pedeftal, however, though ftill of prodigious magnitude, is far from retaining 
the original dimenfions; as, in order to form a proper ftation for the ftatue, and re- 
prefent an afcent, the bulk has been much diminifhed. But I could not obferve with¬ 
out regret, that the artift had refined too much upon nature; and in order to produce 
a refemblance of an abrupt precipice, had been too lavifti of the chiffJ, An is too 
confpicuous; and the effect would have been more fublime had the Hone been left as 
much as poffible in its rude ftate, a vaft, unwieldy, ftupendous mafs. 

The ftatue was ereftcd on the pedeftal on the 27th of Augufl; 1782, near the Ad¬ 
miralty, and the pontoon bridge over the Neva. The ceremony was performed with 
great folemnity, and accompanied wirh a folemn inauguration. 

Having palled feveral months in Ruffia, I (hall throw together feveral fafts and 
obfervations concerning the ftate of the weather, and the effects of the cold in this fe- 
vere climate. 

During our journey from Mofcow to Peterfburgh, in the month of September, we 
found the weather very changeable, the autumnal rains being extremely frequent and 
heavy The mornings and evenings were extremely cold j and, whenever it did not 
rain, we generally obferved the grafs and trees covered with a hoar froft. On our 
arrival at Peterfburgh on the 29th of September, the winter was not yet fet in: in 

Oftober 

# u Pour marqueur a pofterite, d T on cet Keros legiflateur etoit parti, et quels obftacles il avoit fur- 
Description d*un t Pierre pour ftrvir de Pieckftal, &c. in Haygold’s Rufsland, vol ii. p. an. 

f This nautical machine was conftru&ed on the principle of the camel, which is ufed to convey fhips 
over the bard, both at Amfterdam and St. Peterfburgh, It was hollow, and being funk to the water level* 
the done was placed upon it, the water was then pumped out of it, and it rnfe and floated. The ftooe, 
A11 ported by this machine, appeared like a moving mountain on the fur face of the gulf. 

The machinery for the iranfport of this enormous mafs wad con ft ru died under the dffeftioo of Count 
Caibim, who was known in Ruflia under the name of the Chevalier Lafcaris, and the prtjcefs is deferibed 
in a fuperb work, illuftrated with engravings, under the title, of ** Monument deve a la glorie de Pierre 
le Grand, 1777.^ 

t In thirty days it rained twenty-four; and the quantity of water which fell at St. Peterfburgh in the 
month of September G.S. was equal to 2 1 Englifh inches in depth. 

From accurate obfervations, during fourteen years, to afeertain the quantity of ram and ftiow which 
fell at St* PeUifburgh, the rtfult was, that the average annual duration of fnowy and rainy weather was 
equal to forty-two times twenty-four hours, or fortiething lefs than the ninth part of the year. Prom a 
courfe of ten years* obfervations it appeared, that rain fell during forrve part of one hundred and three 
days, and fnow during fome part of feventy two ; and that if the year was divided into twelve parts, a 
fourth was fine weather, a third rain, and a fifth fnow. 

The 
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Oftoberthe weather, for the firft twenty days, was the moft part rainy; the mercury, 
in Fahrenheit’s thermometer, was feldoin below freezing point, and moftly fluctuated 
between 32 and 44, 

The fnow made its firft appearance in fleet on the 9th, and the following day came 
down in flakes and in large quantities; on the 24th the mercury fuddenly funk to 25, 
rofe the next morning above the freezing point, a fudden thaw enfued, and all the 
fnow di(appeared in a few hours- Thefunimer and winter are not, as in our climate, 
gradually divided by fpring and autumn, but feem aimoft to fucceed each other. 

On the 15th of November tliirNeva * was entirely frozen f: ibon afterwards the 

The whole quantity of rain and fnow water, taken together, which fell in the eourfe of a year, was the 
following proportion : 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

* 2*345 

The average quantity of rain which falls m London in the courfe of a year is equal to nineteen thoufand 
two hundred and forty-one. 

* The freezing of the Neva is not attended with any peculiarities which diftinguifh It from other rivers. 
The following cfrcumftances, which fell under my obfervation, aieextra&ed from my journal, 

Monday morning, Nov. 9. On Saturday the 7th, imall pieces of ice, which came from the lake Ladoga, 
were firft observed floating with the ft re am : the fame day in the evening the bridge of boats was removed, 
as in thefe cafes they collet and would carry it away* Yefterday the pieces of ice were more frequent and 
mafly ; today they are fmall floating iflands, which alrnoft cover the river; the fules of the Neva are 
frozen only a few feet from the banks ; all the canals are covered with ice, and people ate fcatmg upon 
them. 

Nov. 12 and tt* The Neva is frozen above the place where the bridge was ftationed, by the pieces of 
ice which have united and barred the parage ; below it the ftrearn is open for boats, which are continually 
pafilng to and fro. 

Nov. 13. The bridge of boats is again replaced, as there is no longer any danger of its being carried 
away by the floating mafles of ice ; and will continue during the w hole winter, a circumftance which has 
not happened fince the foundation of Peter {burgh. 

Nov. 15. The river about and below the bridge is entirely frozen, and I faw perfons walking acrofs 
it. I am Informed that yefterday the ice was ftrong enough to bear font paftengers; this will convey 
fomc idea of the feverity of the weather in this climate j as the rapid current was open on the 13th, and 
on the next day was frozen. 


Table of the freezing and thawing of the Neva for five fuccefiive 
years, from ProfefTbr Kraft's Obfervations. 


1 77 3- 

1774' 

1775. 

1776. 

1777' 

New Style 16 

A n ri J _ 

April 2r 

22 

z 5 

so 

Old Style 27 

May 2 

May 3 

May 6 

May 1 i 

19 

7 

12 

1% 

26 

Nov. — 


—_ 

— 

— 

3 ° 

18 

23 

23 

Dec. 7 


Open 217 days. | 200 | 204 j 201 | 210 


See Nov. Ac. Pet. for 1777* P. ILp. 73. 

4 In 1784, the Neva was not finally frozen until the night of the 5 th of December, N. S* 

The thicknefa of the ice is from twenty- four to thirty-eight feet; the average about twenty-eight* 

Gulf 


Inches 
0,979 
0,979 
o Boj 

'*335 
3 >' >6 


July. 

Indies. 

2,760 

Auguft, * 

2,67! 

September, 

3 > 4-73 

O&ober, * * 

2>493 

November, 


December, 

o .979 
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Gulf of Finland was covered with ice, and fledges began to pafs from Peterfburgh to 
Cronftadtj the road being marked over the forface by rows of trees* 

Even during the months of December and January, the weather was extremely 
changeable; is fluffed in a hidden manner from a fevere froft to a thaw ; the mercury 
in the thermometer often rofe within the courfecf twenty hours from 20 to 34, and 
funk again as rapidly in the fame fpace of time ** 

When the froft was not fevere* namely * when the mercury in Fahrenheit's thermo¬ 
meter was not below I frequently walked out in a common great coat. When 
the cold was more intenfe, I was drefled in the manner of the natives ; and wore* in 
my daily excurftons, a peliffe^ or large fur cloak, fur boots or ihoes, a black velvet or 
fur bonnet, that prevented the froft from nipping my ears, the part which I found the 
inoft liable to be affected. I urmg the 9th, 10th, and 11 th of January, the froft was 
nearly as intenfe f as it was ever felt at Peterfburgh ; the mercury in the thermometer 
falling at one time to 63 below freezing point, or — 31, This cold, however, did 
not detain me at home; but I walked out, as ufual, with my boots, and found 

it by no means unpleafant, the fun fhining with great brightnefs* As I traverfed the 
city on the morning of the 12th, I obferved feveral perlons whofe faces had been 
bitten by the froft : their cheeks had large fears, and appeared as if finged with a hot 
iron* As I was walking with an Englifh gentleman, who, inftead of a fur cap, had on 
a common hat, his ears were fuddenly frozen: he felt no pain, and would not have 
perceived it for fome time, had not a Ruffian informed him J, and aflifted him in rub¬ 
bing the part affefted with fnow, by which means it was inftantly recovered. This, 
or friftion with flannel, is theufual remedy; but fhould the perfon in that flate approach 
the fire, or dip the part in warm water, it immediately mortifies and drops off. 

The common people continued at work as ufual, and the drivers of fledges plied inf 
the ftreets, feemingly unaftefted by the froft; their beards were incrufted with dotted 
ice, and the horfes covered with iftcles. Even during this extreme cold, the people 

* Although I examined the thermometer every day; yet I did not attempt to form a feries of re¬ 
gular obJervations, which 1 now much regret> I occafionally, indeed, made a few remarks, which I 
ffrall infer t, as I find them featured in my journal; they will tend to confirm the truth of what I haver 
advanced in relation to the change of weather obfervable at Peterfburgh, and will ferve to contradict 
thofe authors, who aflhrt that, as foon as the hard froft commences, the cold continues with uniform 
feverity, avid with little variation, during the whole feafon. Nov. 16. To day a thaw; the thermometer 
mounted to 40 : in the evening fharp Froft again ; the mercury falling to 20-—Nov, 23. The ther¬ 
mometer at 4, 5* and 6,—Dec. 3, It has been thefe few days moftly a thaw and changeable weather._ 

Dec. 6. The thermometer fell almoft fuddenly from 33 to 10,—Dec. 1 1. Thermometer at -jo.—D ec. 14, 
A fudden thaw, which continued the 15th and 16th.—Dec. 17. Thermometer-7 r —Dec, 18'. Ther¬ 
mometer at -5, and a fog at the fame time —Dec 19 Windy, thaw, thermometer shove freezing point* 
—Dee. 21. Changeable weather all this week, from iharp froft to fudden thavfr—Jan 1* 1779, Wea¬ 
ther very changeable, the thermometer one morning at -8, the next above freezing point; this winter it 
has not as yet been lower than -13.—Jan 6 Thermometer at 14.— Jan, 9, Thermometer at -7J ; the 
barometer mounted Juddeuly very high lince laft night.—Jan 10. Early this morning the thermometer 
at 23, and at la at 2 g£. barometer at $ The frooke of the chimnies waspiefled down to the 

ground.—Jan. n. Thermometer at -28, according to my own obfervatlon, at ten in the morning: but 
earlier the mercury had funk to -3if or 63J below freezing point. Jan* 15. Thermometer, fmee the 
11th, rofe gradually ; on the 12th in the morning it ftood to -13 ; from thence it fell to o, to j; j and 
to-day it is above freezing point. 

I made the fame obfervations during the fecond winter which I pafTed at Peterfburgh, and found the 
weather equally uncertain. 

t Hie winter in which profefibr Braun congealed quick Giver, the cold was fo Intenfe, that De Lille's 
thermometer funk to 2041^10 Fahrenheit's to—33, or 65 below freezing point. 

t I he part frozen always turns quite white, a fymptom well known, and immediately perceived by the 
natives 
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did not add to their ordinary clothing, which is at all times well calculated for the 
feverities of the climate. They are careful in preferving the extremities againft the 
cold, by covering the legs, hands, and head, with fur. The upper garment of flieep- 
fkin, with the wool turned inwards, is tied round the waift with a fafh ; but the neck 
is bare, and the breaft only covered with a coarfe fhirt: thefe parts, however, are well 
guarded by the beard. I obferved, with much furprife, feveral women engaged in 
waffling upon the Neva or on the canals. They cut holes in the ice with a hatchet 
dipped their linen into tfie water with bare hands, and then beat it with flat flicks! 
During this operation the ice continually formed again, and they were conftantly em¬ 
ployed in clearing it away. Many of them palled two hours without intermiffion at 
this work, when the thermometer was at 60 below freezing point; a circumftance 
which proves that the human body may be brought to endure all extremes. 

It fonietimes happens that coachmen or fervants, waiting for their mailers are 
frozen to death. To prevent as much as poflible thefe dreadful accidents, great' fires 
of whole trees, piled one upon another, ate kindled in the court-yard of'the palace 
and the moft frequented parts of the town. As the flames blazed above the tops of 
the houfes, and call a glare to a co 11 fidcrable diflance, f was much amufed with con¬ 
templating the pi&urefque groups of Ruffians, with their Afiadc drefs and Jong beards, 
afletnbled round the fire. The cenfinds upon duty, having no beards, which are of 
great ufe to prated the glands of the throat, generally tie handkerchiefs under their 
chins *, and cover their ears with fmall cafes of flannel. 

Nothing can be more lively and diverfified than the winter fcenes upon the Neva- 
and fcarcely a day paffed that I did not take my morning walk, or drive in a fledge 
upon the river. Many carriages and fledges, and numberlefs foot paflengers perpetu¬ 
ity eroding, afford a conftant fucceflion of moving objects ; the ice is* alfo covered 
with different. groups of people, difperfed or gathered together, and varioufly em¬ 
ployed as their fancy leads them. In one part are feveral long areas railed for the 
purpofe of Rating; a little further is an enclofure, where a nobleman is training his 
borles, and reaching them the evolutions of the manege. In another part the croud 
and fpeGators of a fledge race. The courfe is an oblong fpace about the length of a 
mile, and fufficiently broad to turn the carriage. It can hardly be denominated a 
race, lor there is only a fingle fledge drawn by two holies, and the whole art of the 
dnver confifts in making the Jhaft horfe trot faff, while the other is pulhed into a 
gallop. r 

The ice-hills afford a perpetual fund ofamufement to the populace^ A fcaffolding 
is railed upon the river thirty feet in height, with a landing place on the top, to which 
the afeent is by a ladder. From this fummit a Hoping plain of boards, four yards broad 
and thirty long, fupported by ftrong poles gradually deertafing in height, defeends to 
tlie lupernctes of the river, and the fides are defended by a parapet of planks. On thefe 
boards are laid fquare blocks of ice chipped with the axe, and fprinkled with water bv 
which means they coalefce, become fmooth, and form an inclined plain of pure ice. ’ At 
the bottom the '(how is cleared away for the length of two hundred yards and the breadth 
of four, and the fides of this courfe, as well as the fides and top of the feaffolding are 
ornamented with firs and pines. Each perfon being provided with a fmall fledge i 
mounts the ladder to the fummit, feats htmfelf on his fledge and glides down the inclined 
plane; when the velocity acquired by the defeent, carries the fledge above one hundred 

* The women alfo ufe this precaution. 

Jr butcher’s tray, as Dr. King juftly observes his ingenious pamphlet on therf- 
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yards on the level ice of the river. At rhe end of this courfe, is ufually a fimilar ice- 
hill, nearly parallel to the former, which begins where the other ends; thus the diver- 
fion may be perpetually renewed without inter million. The chief difficulty con fills in 
poiling the fledge in its rapid defcent down the inclined plane, for if the pilot is not 
fteady, but totters either through inadvertence or fear, he is liable to be overturned, 
and incurs no fmall rilk of breaking his bones, if not his neck. I have frequently 
flood above an hour at the bottom of thefe ice-hills, obferving the fledges follow each 
ether with inconceivable rapidity ; but never had fufficient courage to try the experi¬ 
ment *, as one failure might have preyed fatal. 

Boys alfo continually amufe themfelves in fcating down thefe hills j they glide chiefly 
upon one fcate, being better able to preferve their balance on one leg than on two. 
Thefe ice-hills exhibit a pleafing appearance, as well from the trees with which they are 
ornamented, as from the moving objects defeending without intermiflion, which Rich¬ 
ter, in his Iketch of Mofcow, not unaptly compares to a ca tar aft of human figures. 

Another ftriking objeft is the market on the Neva. At the conclufion of the long 
fall which clofes on the 24th of December, O. S. the Ruffians lay in their provifions 
for the remainder of the winter. For thispurpofe an annual market, which lalts three 
days, is held on the river near the fortrefs. A long ftreef, above a mile in length, was 
lined on each fide with an immenfe ftore of provifions, fufficient for the fupply of the 
capital during three months. 

Many thoufand carcafes of oxen, flieep, hogs, pigs, together with geefc, fowls, and 
every fpecies of frozen food, were expofed for fale. The larger quadrupeds were 
grouped in various circles upright: their hind legs fixed in the fnow, with their heads, 
and fore legs turned towards each other j next to them fucceeded a regular feries of 
animals, defeending gradually to the fmalleft, intermixed with poultry and game hang¬ 
ing in feftoons, and gamilhed with heaps of fiffi, butter, and eggs. I foon perceived, 
from the profufion of partridges, pheafants, moor-fowl, and cocks of the wood, that no 
Jaws in this country prohibit the difpofal of game. I obferved alfo the truth of what 
has been frequently aflerted, that many of the birds, as well as feveral animals, in thefe 
northern regions, become white in winter, many hundred black cocks being changed to 
that colour; and fome taken before they had completed their ?netamorphqfis i exhibited a. 
variegated mixture of black and white plumage. 

The moft diftant quarters of the empire contributed to fupply thisvafl ftore of provi¬ 
fions, and the fined veal was fent by land-carriage from Archangel, which is eight hun¬ 
dred and thirty miles from Peterfburgh; yet every article of provifion is furprizingly 
cheap: beef was fold at one penny the Ruffian pound f, pork at five farthings, and 

* Timid perfons, or thofe unaccustomed to this exercife, are occafionally accompanied' by a condti&oty 
who directs the fledge. A mode well defciihed in the “ Voyage de deux Frau$oiV’ &c. 

“ Le traineau confilte en une petite planche plus longue que large, et peu clevee : uue feule perfbnne 
pent s'y tenir, encore n’eft elle point a fon aife. Le condufteur du traineau eft affis, les jambes ouvertes, 
entre lefquellcs fe place celui qui veut delcendre (chaque courfe coftte cinq copecks) ; l'un ct l’autre ont 
I’aUention de tenir les jambes fort elevens et le corps tres en arriere ; ainfi places, et le traineau etant par- 
faitanent droit, on le conduit au bord de la defeente. et on le laifle after: le condufteur le dirige avec frs 
mains qu’il tieut ecartees du corps, et qui font garanties par des mitaines d J un cuir fortepais La rapidke 
de a courfe prodigieufe s et le traineau arme fur le terrain plat, parcourt encore une aflez grande et en¬ 
due : dans 1 e premier moment la tefpiratjon eft fort genee; il faut avoir Pattenuon de ne faireaucun mouve- 
nient d un cote on d*un autre j on feroh bienVt culbutd, ce qui eft fort ordinaire., mais il arrive tres pert 
d accident par le peu de hauteur de la chute.” 

Voyage de deux Fran^aia au Nord de Y Europe, tom iii. p, 355. 

t ^ Ruffian pound contains fourteen ounces and a half*. 
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mutton at three halfpence per pound; a goofe for ten-pence, and a pig for elgl t pence, 
and all other articles equally reasonable ** 

To render this frozen food fit for drefling, it is fir/l thawed in cold water. Frozen 
meat, however, lofes much of its flavour; and the tables of perfons of condition, and 
thole of the Engiifh merchants, are fupplied with frefti killed meat, which is fold from 
four-pence to fix-pence a pound. 


Chap. IV. — Prefiniation to the Emprefs* — Court, — Balls* — Mafqueradess—Public En¬ 
tertainments*—Orders of Knighthood.—Accoimt of the Place called the Hermitage. —« 
Diflribution of the Emprefs*s Time* — Ruffian PI ability*—Their Hofpitaliiy* — PolUenejs. 
Affemblws * — Engiifh Merchants.— Club* 

ON the fir ft of October, in the morning, between eleven and twelve, we attended 
our minifter, Sir James Harris t, to the drawing-room, impatient to behold Catharine 
II, It was fortunately the name-day, or, as we term it, the birth-day of the Great Duke, 
in honour of whom a moft brilliant court was afTembled. At the entrance into the 
drawing-room flood ttvo centinels of the guards ; their uniform was a green coat, with 
a red cuff and cape, white waiftcoat and breeches ; they had filver helmets fattened un¬ 
der the chin with filver clafps, and ornamented with an ample plume of red, yellow, 
black, and white feathers. Within the drawing-room, at the doors of the pattuge lead¬ 
ing to the royal apartments were flattened two foldiers of the knight’s body-guard ; a 
corps perhaps moreTumptuoufly accoutred than any in Europe. They wore cafques, 
like the antients, with a rich plumage of black feathers, and chains and broad plates of 
folid filver were braided over their uniforms, reprefenting a fplendid coat of mail. 

In the drawing-room we found a numerous attend) !y of foreign min liters, Ruflian 
nobility, and officers waiting the arrival of the Emprefs, who was attending divine fer- 
vice in the chapel of the palace, whither we alfo repaired. Amid a prodigious con- 
courfe of nobles, I obferved Catharine {landing fingly behind a railing; the only dif* 
tindtion by which her place was marked. Next to her flood the Great Duke and 
Ducheis, and behind an indiferiminate throng of courtiers. The Emprefs repeatedly 
bowed, and eroded herfelf, according to the forms ufed in the Greek church, with great 
appearance of devotion. Before the conclufion of the fervice we returned to the draw¬ 
ing-room, and took our ttation near the door, in order to be prefen ted at Her Majefty’s 
entrance. 

About twelve, the chief officers of the houfehold, the miflrefs of the robes, the maids 
of honour, and other ladies of the bed-chamber, advancing two by two in a long train, 
announced the approach of their Sovereign. Her Majefty came forward with a flow 
and folemn pace, walking with great pomp, holding her head high, and perpetually 
bowing to the right and left* She flopped near the entrance of the drawing-room, and 
fpoke with great affability to the foreign minifters, while they kilted her hand. She 
then advanced a few fieps, and we were fingly prefented by the vice chancellor Count 
Olterman, and had the honour of kitting Her Majefty’s hand. The Emprefs wore, ac¬ 
cording to her ufual cuftom, a Ruffian drefs, a robe with a fliort train, and a vett with 
fleeves reaching to the wrift, like a Polonaife ; the veil was of gold brocade, and the 
robe of light green filk ; her hair was dreffed low, and lightly fprmkled with powder; 
her cap ornamented with a profufion of diamonds, and fhe wore much rouge. Her 

^ In 1778, d Now Earl of Malmetbury. 
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perfon. though rather below the middle fize, is majeftic, and her countenance, particu¬ 
larly when file fpeaks, express both dignity and fyeetnefs. She walked flowly through 
the drawing-room, to her apartment, and entered alone. r I he Great Duke and Ducheis 
followed the Emprefs to the door, and then retired to their own drawing-room, where 
they had a levee j but as we had not yet been prefented to them at a private audience, 
we could not, according to the etiquette of the Ruffian court, follow therm The Great 
Duchefs leaned upon the arm of His Imperial Highnefs, and they both inclined their 
heads on either fide to the company, as they paffed along. ' 

In the afternoon, at fix, we repaired to a ball at court. The private as well as the 
flare apartments of the Emprefs are on the third ftory, and the whole luite is remarkably 
grand and fplendid. We found the company affeinbled in the anti-chamber, who, as 
loon as the Great Duke and Duchefs made their appearance, all entered a fpacious 

ball-room. c 

The Great Duke opened the ball by walking a minuet with his contort, at the end ot 
which he handed out a lady, and the Great Duchefs a gentleman, with whom they each 
performed a iecontl minuet at the fame time. Ihey afterwards fucce (lively conferred 
this honour in the fame manner upon many of the principal nobility, while feveral other 
couples were dancing minuets in different parts of the circle : the minuets were fuc- 
ceeded by Polifh dances, and followed by Engiiffi country-dances. When the Emprefs 
entered, fhe was more richly appareled than in the morning, and wore a final! crown of 
diamonds. 

On her appearance the ball was fufpended ; while the Great Duke and Duchefs and 
the mofl confiderable perfons haftened to pay their refpe&s to their Sovereign. Catha¬ 
rine having addreffed a few words to fome of the principal nobility, afeended an ele¬ 
vated feat, and the dancing being again refumed, fhe, after a fhort time, withdrew into 
an inner apartment. We, in company with feveral courtiers, threw ourfelves into the 
fuite, and formed a circle round a table, at which fhe had fat down to cards. Her party 
confided of the Duchefs of Courland, Countefs Bruce, Sir James Harris, Prince Po¬ 
temkin, Marfhal Razomoffki, Count Panin, Prince Repnin, and Count Ivan lcherni- 
chef. The game was Macao, the pieces in circulation were imperials and a player 
might win or lofe two or three hundred pounds. 

In the courfe of the evening the Great Duke and Duchefs prefented themfelves, and 
flood by the table about a quarter of an hour, during which time Her Majefty occafion- 
ally entered into converfation with them. The Emprefs paid little attention to the 
cards; converfed familiarly and frequently with great vivacity, as well with the party 
at play as with the perfons of rank Handing near her. About ten fhe retired, and foon 
after the ball concluded. 

On the 6th we had the honour of being prefented at a private audience to the Great 
Duke and Duchefs > both of whom converfed with us in the mofl affable and conde- 
feending manner j according to the etiquette of t this court, we kiffed tier Imperial 
Highnefs’s hand. 

There is a drawing room at court every Sunday morning at twelve, and on other 
particular h diva Is, at which the Ambaffadors are ufually prefent, and which all foreign¬ 
ers who have been prefented, are permitted to attend. The ceremony of killing the 
Emprefs’s hand is repeated every court day by foreigners in the prefence chamber, and 
by the Ruffians in another apartment, who bend their knee on this occafion; an ex- 
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predion of homage not exa&ed from foreigners. No ladies, excepting thofe of the 
Emprefs’s houfehold, make their appearance at the morning levees. 

Every court day the great Duke and Duchefs have alfo feparate levees at their own 
apartments in the palace. And on particular occafions, fuch as her own and the 
Emprefs’s birth-day, &c. foreigners have the honour of killing Her Imperial Highnefs’s 
hand. 

In the evening of a court day, there is always a ball at the palace, which begins be¬ 
tween fix and feven; the foreign ladies kifs the Eraprels’s hand, who falutes them in 
return on the cheek. Her Majefty, unlefs indifpofed, generally makes her appearance 
at feven ; and if the affembly is not numerous, plays at Macao in the ball-room ; the 
Great Duke and Duchefs, after dancing, fit down to wHift. Their Imperial High- 
nodes, after a lliort interval, rife, approach the Emprefs’s table, pay their refpeSs, and 
then return to their game. When the ball happens to be crowded, the Emprefs 
forms her party in an adjoining room, which is open to all perfons who have been 
pre fented. 

The rtchnefs and fplendour of the Ruffian court furpaffes defeription. It retains 
many trices of the Afiatic pomp, blended with European refinement. An immenfe 
.retinue of courtiers always preceded and followed the Emprefs; the codlinefs and glare 
of their apparel, and a profufion of precious ftones, created a fplendour, of which the 
magnificence of other courts gives a faint idea. The court-drefs of . the men is in the 
French falhion; that of the ladies is a gown and petticoat, with a fmall hoop; the gown 
has long hanging fleeves and a Ihort train, and is of a different colour from the petti¬ 
coat. The ladies wore, according to the falhion of the winter of 1778 at Paris and 
London, lofty head-drelles, and were not fparing in the ufe of rouge. Amid the lump- 
tuous articles which diftinguilh the Ruffian nobility, none perhaps is more calculated to 
■ftrike a foreigner than the profufion of diamonds and other precious ftones, which fpar- 
kle in every part of the drefs. In moll- other European countries thefe coflly ornaments 
are principally appropriated to the ladies; but here the men vie with the fair fex in the 
ufe of them. Many of the nobility were almoft covered with diamonds; their buttons, 
buckles, hilts of fwords, and epaulets, were fet with diamonds, their hats were frequently 
embroidered, if I may ufe the expreflion, with feveral rows, and a diamond ftar on the 
coat was fcarcely adiftinftion. This paffion for jewels feenis to pervade the lower ranks 
of people, for even private families abound with them, and the wife of a Ruffian burgher 
will appear with a head-drefs of girdle of pearls, and other precious ftones, of the value 
of two or three hundred pounds. 

On days of high ceremony, the Emprefs generally wears a crown of diamonds, and 
appears with the ribbands of the order of St. Andrew and St. George, both thrown 
over the fame fhoulder, with the collars and the two ftars emblazoned upon her veil. 

On certain anniverfaries the Emprefs dines in public; two of thefe days occurred 
during our Hay at Peterlburgh. The 2d of December being the feaft of the Ifmailof 
regiment of guards. Her Majefty, who as Sovereign, is Colonel of the corps, gave, ac¬ 
cording to annual cuftom, a grand entertainment to the officers. She was dreffed in 
the uniform of the regiment, which is green trimmed with gold lace, made in the form 
of a lady’s riding habit. The officers"having kiffed her hand, a falver with wine was 
brought in by one of the lords in wailing, and the Emprefs prefented a glafs to each 
officer, who after a low obeifance, drank it off. At the conclufion of this ceremony Her 
Majefty led the way, at one o’clock, into an adjoining apartment, in which afumptuous 
din ner was fpread; Ihe took her place in the middle of the table, and the officers were 
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r atified on each fide according to their refpe&ive ranks. The Emprefe helped the foup, 
and”during the whole repaft, which laded an hour, paid great attention to herguefts. 

On a fubfequent occafion we attended an entertainment given to the Knightsof the order 
of St. Andrew. The Emprefs wore a robeof green velvet, lined and faced with ermine, and 
a diamond collar of die order. The drefs of the knights is fpiendid, but gaudy and inele¬ 
gant : they are habited in a green velvet robe, lined with filver brocade, a coat of filver bro¬ 
cade waiftcoat and breechesof gold ftuff, red filk Hookings, a hat a la Henry IV. ornamented 
with’a plume of feathers, and interfperfed with diamonds. 'I bis order * being the moft 
honourable in Ruffia, is confined to a few perfons of the firft rank and confequence ; 
and only twelve fat down at the imperial tables: Prince Potemkin, Prince Orlof, Mar¬ 
ital Galitzin, Counts Alexey Orlof, Panin, Razomofiki, Tchernichef, Voronzof, Alex¬ 
ander and Leon Narifkin, Ivlunic, and Betlkoi. Before dinner, the Emprefs prefentea 
each knight with a glafs of wine; at table file was diftinguiihed by a chair ornamented 
with the arms of Ruflia, and prefided with her ulual dignity and condefcenfion. The 


# The order of St. Andrew, or the Blue Ribband, the fir ft ever known in this country, was Inftituted 
by Peter I, in the year 1698, foon after his return from his firft expedition into foreign countries. Weber's 
Ver. Ruff. part in. 

That yf Alexander Ncvfiff, or the Red Ribband, was founded by the fame Sovereign, but never con¬ 
ferred until the reign of Catharine I. in 1725. , . * 

The order of St, Anne of Hoi Hein, was inflamed in 1735, by Charles lredtrick Duke o t Holltem, m 
memory of his wife Anne, daughter of Peter the Great, and introduced into Ruflia by her fon Peter III. 
It is in the difpofai of the Great Duke as Sovereign of Holfteiu* The knights wear a red ribband bordered 

The military order of St* George, called alfo the order of Merit, and which has the precedent over that 
of St, A nne, was created by the prefect Emprefs in 1769. It is appropriated to perfons ferving by land or 
by fea, and excepting the fmall crofs of the fourth clafs, ne ver bellowed in time of peace. The knight a wear 
a ribband with black and orange ftripes. 

This order is divided into four claffes. The knights* of the firft clafs, called the Great Crofs, wear the 
ribband over the right fho wider, and the fiar upon the left fide. Each receives an annual falary of 700 rou¬ 
bles = 140I. The knights of the fecond clafs wear the liar upon their left breaft, the ribband with the 
crofs pendent round tiieh neck. E a ch rece i ves 40 o rouble s s= 8 oh per atm * The kmgbts o f the t bird cla is 
wear the fmall crofs pendent round their neck. Each receives zoo roubles, or 40I, per arm. This clafs 
admits fifty* The knights of the fourth clafs wear the fmall crofs fattened by a ribband to their button¬ 
hole like the French Croix de St. Louis. Each receives 100 roubles, or 20I. per ann. The fund of this 
order, affigned by the Emprefs for the payment of their falaries and other cxpences, is 40,000 roubles 

g jOCO l p sr ann * Of this 1,680 is deitmed for the firft clafs, and 3,000 for each of the remaining three. 
The number of knights is unlimited. In 1778 the firft dafs, which is confined to commanders in chief, 
contained only four ; namely, Matfhal Roman2of, for his victories over the Turks j Count Alexey Orlof, 
far burning the Turkiffi fleet at Tchefme ; Count Panin, for the taking of Bender ; and Prince Dolgo- 
rucki, for his conquefts in the Crimen. The fecond clafs comprized only eight knights; the third forty- 
eight j and the fourth two hundred and thirty fevem No perfon can obtain this order without having 
performed feme gallant exploit, or having ferved with credit in the rank of officer tVenty-five years by land, 
or eighteen by fea. See Ukafe ueber die Stlftung de St, GeorgVOrdens, in Schmidts Beytrage* 

The order of St, Catharine, appropriated to the ladies was inftituted in 1714 by Peter, in honour of hia 
wife Catharine, The motto of u Love and fidelity’* was intended to commemorate the difplay of thofe 
virtues in her behaviour on the banks of the Pruth. This order is extremely honourable, as befidca the 
Emprefs, the Great Ducbefs, and a few Foreign princeffesj only five Ruffian ladies were decorated 
with it. 

The firft and moft diflingttifhed of thefe feveral orders is the order of St. Andrew, which, befide the 
foverergn princes and foreigners, com prized, in 1778, twenty-fix Ruffians; that of St, Alexander NeVflri, 
one hundred and nine ; and that of St* Anne two hundred and eight* The Emprefs may alfo'be find to 
have the difpofal of the Pohth orders of the White Eagle and of St. Staniflaua* 

Catharine founded, on the 4th of Gdober, 1782, a new order, called St. Vladimir, in favour of thofe who 
ferve in civil employments ; and it is nearly on the fame footing as that of St- George with refpedt to the 
falaries annexed to the different ckffes. There are to be ten great croftes, twenty of the fecond clafs, thirty 
of the third, and fixty of the fourth, befide a fifth for thofe who have ftrvcd thirty^five years, which gives 
them a right to wear it* 

foreign 
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foreign minifterstmd a fplendid train of courtiers flood fpeftators of the entertainment, 
and feveral were otcafionally noticed by the Emprefs. 

Two or three times in the winter there are mafquerades at court, to which perfons of 
all ranks are admitted. At one of thefe entertainments which we attended, eight thou- 
fund tickets were diftributed ; and a magnificent fuite of twenty apartments, handfomely 
illuminated, was opened on this occafion. One of thefe, a large oblong room, the fame 
in which the common balls at court are held, had a fpace in the middle enclofed with a 
low railing, appropriated to the nobility who danced. An elegant falcon of an oval 
form, called the great hail of Apollo, nearly as fpacious as the rotunda at Ranelagh, 
but without fupport in the middle, was allotted for the dances of the burghers, and 
other perfons who had not been prefen ted. The remaining rooms, in which tea and 
other refrefhmerits were ferved, were filled with card tables, and crowded with perfons 
continually paffing and repaffing The company either retained their mafks, or took 
them off at their pleafure, The nobles in general wore dominos; the natives of infe¬ 
rior rank appeared in their own provincial clothes, perhaps embellifhed with occafionai 
ornaments. An exhibition of the feveral drefTes actually ufed by the different inhabi¬ 
tants of rhe Ruffian empire, afforded a greater variety of motley figures, than the vrildeft 
fancy ever invented in the mafquerades of other countries. Several merchants wives 
were decked with large quantities of valuable pearls, many of which were fplit in halves 
for the purpofe of making more fhow. 

At (even the Emprefs made her appearance at the head of a fuperb quadrille, con¬ 
fiding of eight ladies led by as many gentlemen. Her Majefty and the ladies of the 
feleft band were fumptuoufly appareled in Greek habits, and the gentlemen <vere ac¬ 
coutred in the Roman military garb, their helmets richly fludded with diamonds; 
among the ladies I difling milled the Duchefs of Oourland* Princefs Repnin, and Coun- 
tefs Bruce; among the gentlemen. Prince Potemkin, Murfhal Razomoffki, and Count 
Ivan Tchernichef, The Emprefs led the way, leaning upon the arm of Marfhal Razo¬ 
moffki, and paffing in great flare through the feveral apartments, walked two or three 
times round the hall of Apollo, and then fat down to cards in an adjoining falcon; 
the company flocked thither in crowds without diflinftion, and arranged themfelves 
round the table at a refpeftful difiance. The Emprefs withdrew as ufual before 
eleven. 

A feparate edifice called the Hermitage, communicates with the palace by means of 
a covered gallery. It takes i his appellation becaufe it is the feene of imperial retire¬ 
ment ; but bears no refemhlance to a hermitage, the apartments being extremely fpa- 
cious, and decorated in a ftyle of regal magnificence. To this favourite fpot the Em¬ 
prefs ufually repairs an hour or two every day, and on a Thurfday evening gives a 
private ball and flipper to the principal perfons who form her court; ambifiadors and 
foreigners being feldom invited At this entertainment all ceremony is banifhed, as far 
as is confident with the refpeft due to a great Sovereign. The attendance of fervants 
being excluded, the flipper and various refVefhments are prefen ted on final 1 tables, which 
rife and fall through trap-doors- Many di reft ions for the regulation of this feleft fo- 
ciety are difpofed : n the various apartments ; and their general tendency was to encou¬ 
rage freedom, banifli etiquette, and invite the mnft un tiff rained eafe. One written in 
the French language I comprehended, and retained, ™ AJfeyez vous ok vous voukz , et 
quand it vous plaira y fans quon le repete milk foh V 1 

* Sit down where you chufe> and when you pleafe, without its being repeated to you a thoufaud 
times* 

A winter 
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A winter and fummer garden, comprifed within the fite of the building, are lingular 
curiofities, and fuch as do not perhaps occur in any other palace in Europe. The fum¬ 
mer garden, in the true Afiatic ftyle, occupies the whole level roof of the edifice: but 
at this feafon of the year was buried under the fnow. The winter garden is roofed and 
furmunded with glafs frames; it is a high and fpacious hot houfe, laid out in gravel 
walks, ornamented with parterres of flowers, orange trees, and other Ihrubs, and peopled 
with ieveral birds of fundry forts and various climates, which flitted from tree to tree. 
The whole exhibited a pleafmg efixt, and was more delightful as being contrailed with 
the dreary feafon of the year. 

A magnificent range of buildings has been recently added to the Imperial palace ; it 
joins the Hermitage, and is fo extenfive that it may be called another palace. A l uperb 
luite of apartments, chiefly occupied by the Emprels, contains the cabinet of pictures* 
principally comp'fed of the f tipwing collections: 

1. The celebrated collection of Crozat, at Paris, which vied with that of the Duke 
of Orleans; it confided of more than three hundred and feventy pieces, including 
various fleetebes. 

2. The fmtill but well chafen collection of counfellor Tronchin,of Geneva ; in which 
may be noticed feveral by Teniers, and a Chrift bearing the crofs, by Ludovico Caracci, 
half length, of the natural fize ; the countenance expreflive of that meek dignity by 
which die founder of the Bolognefe lchool peculiarly characterifed the Saviour of 
mankind. 

3. The collection of Count Bruhl, remarkable for twelve Woverman’s; a Holy 
Family, by Watteau ; an Ecce Homo, by Caravagio; a painter who fucceeded in 
delineating finiple nature and low life, but was extremely deficient in treating dignified 
fuhjects. 

4. Part of the collection of the Chevalier Bardouin, purchafed «t Paris; the pofleflbr 
referring to himfelf feveral landlcapes by the Dutch mailers, and Vcrnet* Among the- 
pictures which came to the Emprefs, 1 obllrved feme excellent paintings by Rubens 
and Vsndike, particularly an inefliinable head of Henry the Fourth, by Rubens, a 
Study after Nature, for the Luxemburgh gallery, greatly expreflive of that vivacity and 
bon-hommie which charaderifed that amiable monarch; two, by Ferdinand Bo]; feveral, 
by Rembrandt, in his ftrong but uncouth manner, and two lovely groupes of children’s 
heads, in the characters of angels, hy the inimitable Corregio. 

5. The collection of Houghton houfe, the lofs of which all lovers of the arts mult 
fincerely regret, and upon which I need not enlarge, as the pictures are well known, 
from the c talngue publiflied by Horace Walpole, and from the engravings by BoydeL 

6. A c< IleCtion from Venice, containing feveral, by oil Palma, Titian, Paul Veronefe, 
and the Baflai s; many of which are, perhaps, not originals. 

Of the Roman fchool the Emprefs poflefles three capital pictures, by Raphael, which 
belonged to the cabinet of Crozat: a Holy Family, in that great matter's bell manner, 
and in the higheft prefervation ; a Portrait of Cardinal Pole, alfo in his belt manner 3 
and a St. George, of which there is an engraving by Voflerman. I mult not omit an 
old and excellent copy of the School of Athens.-of which the original frefco painting in 
the Vatican, for compofition, correCtnefs of defign, and juft delineation of character, is 
unrivalled. 

Several fine landfcapes by Claude Lorraine, the painter of nature, and two by Gat- 
par Pouflin, in which that poetical painter, fo remarkable for his piCturefque pencil, has 
delineated towers and battlements. 


“ Bufom’d high in tufted trees 


and 
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and realises the beautiful imagery in the Penfcrofo of Milton: 


* ( And when t&C fun l>egjnn to fling 

His flaming beams, me, goddefs bring 1 

To arched walks of twilight groves, 

And ftadows brown that Sylvan loves 
Of pine, or monumental oak. 

Where the rude axe with heaved Jlroke 
Was never Heard the nymphs to daunt. 

Or fright them from their hallow'd haunt/' 

By Salvator Rofa, the well-known picture of the Prodigal Son from the Houghton 
colle&ion, Democritus and Protagoras, not lefs celebrated, and feverat fine land- 
fcapes* 

Of the Bolognefe fchool, two Guercinos, and feveral invaluable pieces by Guklo. 
Befides the celebrated picture of the doSors confulring on the immaculate conception 
of the Virgin Mary, from the Houghton colledion, I could not fufficientlv admire that 
delightful painting, known by the name of Les Cou feu fes, from the Crozat collection. 
This charming picture reprefents an aged govern els fu perin tending feveral young 
women at work, who are models of perfedl beauty, unaffected grace, and ferene 
innocence. Thefe two paintings are fufficient to exculpate Guido from the cen- 
fares of thofe connoiffeurs, who, judging baftily from a few fpecimens, indifcrimmately 
accufe him of always facriBeing too much to the graces, and of introducing affected 
attitudes. 

The cabinet contains alfo a few pictures by Battoni and Mengs, with whom the genius 
of the Roman fchool feems to have expired- Of Battoni, Thetis approaching Charon 
with her infant Achilles afleep is not without merit. 

Three pictures by Mengs deferve notice: Perfeus and Andromeda, in which, the 
painter has erred againft cojhime , by reprefenting the hero naked, and Andromeda half 
clothed* The Judgment of Paris, a fine pifture. and St. John preaching in the wilder- 
nefs, a fingle figure; the air and motion are dignified. 

The ordinary diftribution of the Emprefs v s time at Peterfburgh, as it concerns fo 
great a Princefe, cannot be unacceptable to the reader. 

Catherine ufually rifes at fix, and is engaged till eight or nine in public bufinefs with 
her fecretary. At ten fhe generally begins her toilet, and while her hair is drefling, the 
minifters of ft ate and aid-de-camps in waiting, receive their orders* Being dreffed about 
eleven, fhe fends for her grand-children the young Princes Alexander and Gonftandne, 
or vifits them in their own apartment. Before dinner fhe receives the Great Duke and 
Duchefs, and fits down to table rather before one. She has always company at dinner, 
ufually nine perfons, confuting of the generals and lords in waiting, a lady of the bed¬ 
chamber, a maid of honour, and two or three of the Ruffian nobles, whom fhe invites. 
Their Imperial Highneffes dine with her three times in the week, on which days the 
party is increafed to eighteen. The Lord of the bed-chamber in waiting, who fits op- 
pofiteto the Etnprefs, carves one difh and prefents it to her \ a ceremony, which having 
once politely accepted, fhe afterwards difpenfes with. Her Majeftyfe remarkably tem¬ 
perate, and is feidom at table more than an hour. From thence fhe retires to her own 
apartment, and at three frequently repairs to her library in the Hermitage. At five fhe 
vifits the theatre*, or a private concert \ and when there is no court in the evening, 

* An Italian opera, a company of Ruffian and another of French players were, in 1778, maintained at 
Her Majefty's expence, u which the fpe&ators were admitted gratis. 

S < has 
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lias a fmall party nt cards. She feldom faps ; generally retires at half pad ten, and is 
uRially in bed before eleven *, 

Tlie Great Duke is extremely fond of the manage ; and two or three times in the 
week takes the diverfion of a .tournament, which is thus defbribed in my friend Colonel 
Floyd's journal: u Count Oriof having obtained the Great Duke's permiffion for me 
to attend the manage of the court, I went this morning to fee a tournament. His 
Imperial Highnefs and eleven of his nobles, dreffed in uniforms of buff and gold, and 
armed with Jances, fwords, and piftols, were affembled by nine o'clock, although it was 
yet dufk. The Great Duke drew them up by pairs; and on the found of the trumpet, 
himfelf and the knights mounted their horfes, and retired in due order without the rails*. 
Two rings were fufpended on oppofite (ides of the walls on each fide of the manage; 
at each corner was a moor's head of pafte-board, or an apple fixed upon a pole, and 
between them two heads with a fquifa in the mouths. Thefe were all placed upon 
Hands aim oil as high as a man on horfeback, and at fome paces from the wall; at each 
end was alfo an helmet of pafleboard railed upon a (land about a foot from the ground, 
and about four from the wall. The two judges, with Lord Herbert and myfelf, who 
were the only fpeftators, took our Ration on the outfide of the rail. Upon a fecond 
fignal from the trumpet, two knights entered at oppofite ends of the manage. A band 
of mufic played a quick air, while each knight, galloping his horfe to the right, and 
making a volt fainted with their lances at the fame time, tfien continuing their courfe 
round the manage, each ran with his lance, fir ft at the rings fufpended from the walls, 
and next at the moor's head; after which they delivered their lances, as they went on, 
to their fervants on foot. The knights then drew their piftols, and each making a fecond 
volt round the other heads, difeharged them'in order to fet fire to the fquib; then 
pur filing their courfe round the manage, drew their fwords, and making a third volt 
round the apple, endeavoured to (trike it to the ground. They fmiftied their career by 
(looping down, and as they galloped by, thrufling their fwords through the helmets; 
then polling them in the air, they met in the middle, and riding towards the judge, fa- 
luted him* related the attempts in which they had fucceeded, and demanded their prizes: 
the prize was about four (hillings for each achievement, and an equal fine was paid for 
every failure. The whole was performed on a continued gallop, and always to the right. 
In running at the ring, the head, or the helmet, it is e (teemed honourable to put the 

k Catharine was as fortunate in her death as the was in her life, having reached her hxty-ninth year, and 
the thirty-fixth of her reign, without experiencing the infirmities of age. A few days before her demife 
file complained fiighllyofan occafional giddinefs j her phyfician recommended bleedings the replied, I will ' 
refer vt that remedy for a ferious ilhiefs. 

In the evening which preceded her death, Ihe was miufnally cheerful, flept well, rofe early asufiial, drank 
coffee, wrote till half paft nine, and font a note to Prince Zu buffi ordering him to bring at noon the fob- 
fidmry treaty with Great Britain again# France, for her iigpature. The mefienger on returning, did not 
hud the Eruprefs cither in her cabinet, or in any of the apart merit a. 

After waiting fome time, he opened the door which led from her apartments to that of the bedchamber- 
woman, and found thcEmprefs half leaning with her head and back again# the wall, near the water elofet, 
and quite fperchiefs She had not made the lea# exclamation, for the,door of one of the apartments occu¬ 
pied by her female attendants was open, and the lady who was warming herfelf by the fire, heatd nothing. 

The Emprefs was immediately blooded and bllftered, but continued fpeeddefa, though breathings for 
twenty-four horns, and expired the next morning. 

An exprefs bring fent by the firft remitter Prince Eefborodko, the Great Duke came from Gatchinaabcut 
nine m the eveuingj and fucceeded with great tranquility. In a few hours the imperial palace exhibited & 
wonderful muamorphofi!, and was transformed from an elegant magnificent place of refidence to the^ip- 
p&nance of a gyrrifon ; numerous cemineh were ftationed at all the avenues, and In all the paffages, and 
the new Sovereign, with theorem of his houfchold and hiafervants, appeared in jick-boots and keven* 
hulk* huts, 
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horfe into full career* which increafes the difficulty. The judge having bellowed the 
rewards* or taken the forfeits* ordered the two knights to retire. The trumpets again 
founding, two others made their appearance, and performed the fame manoeuvres. This 
exercife was repeated twice by each pair of knights. The whole troop then entered at 
the fame time* marched* charged, formed, drew and returned their fwords* and dif- 
mounted by word of command from the Great Duke, At the conclufion they adjourned 
to the fire ; chocolate was brought in, and after a fhort converfation, the Great Duke 
bowed and retired.” 

The nobles of Peterfburgh are no lefe than thofe of Mofcow diftinguiffied for hofpi- 
tality to foreigners. We were no fooner prefen ted to a perfon of rank and fortune* 
than we were regarded as domeftic vifitants. Many of the nobility keep an open table* 
to which the fir ft invitation was confidered as a handing paffport of admiffion. The 
only form neceffary on this occafion, was to make inquiry in the morning if the matter 
of the hoiife dined at home ; and if he did, we prefenced ourfelves at his table without 
further ceremony. The oftner we appeared at thefe hofpitable boards, the more 
acceptable guefts we were etteemed* and we alwaysTeemed to confer ieftead of receiv¬ 
ing a favour. 

The tables are ferved with great profufion and tafte. Though the Ruffians have 
adopted the delicacies of French cookery, yet they neither affed to defpife their native 
diflies, nor fqueamifhly rejedl the folid joints which characterize an Engiifh repatt. The 
plaineft* as well as the choiceft viands, are collected from the mod dittant quarters: I 
have frequently feen at the fame table fterlet from the Volga, veal from Archangel, 
mutton from Aftrachan, beef from the Ukraine, and pheafants from Hungary and Bo¬ 
hemia. The common wines are claret, Burgundy* and Champagne ; and 1 never tatted 
Englifli beer and porter in greater perfection and abundance. Before dinner, even in 
the houfes of perfons of the firft diitinction* a final! table is fpread in the corner of the 
drawing room, covered with plates of caviare, dried and pickled herrings, fmoked ham 
or tongue, bread, butter, and cheefe, together with bottles of different liqueurs; and 
few of the company of either fex omitted a prelude of this kind to the main enter¬ 
tainment. 

This pra&ice has induced many travellers to relate, that the Ruffians fwallow bowls 
of brandy before dinner. What are the ulages of the vulgar in this particular I cannot 
determine; but among the nobility I never obferved the leaft violation of extreme fo- 
briety ; and this cutto-n of taking liquor before dinner, confidering the extreme fmalJ- 
nefs of the glades* is an innocent refrefhment, and will not convey the fainted idea of 
excefs. Indeed, the Ruffians in nowife differ from the French in this inftimce* than in 
taking a glafs of liqueur before their repaft* which the French defer till after dinner. 
The ufual hour of dining is at three; and the entertainments are mottly regulated ac¬ 
cording to the French ceremonial; the wine is circulated during meals, and the diflies 
are no fooner removed than the company retire into another room, and are ferved with 
coffee. Nor do the gentlemen, asi n England, continue wedded to the bottle while the 
ladies withdraw into a feparate apartment. 

Several of the nobility alfo receive company every evening in the moft eafy manner : 
the parties ufually meet at feven*fome fit down to whiff* macao, loo, and other games* 
fome converfe, others dance. Amid the refrefhments tea is handed round no Ms fre¬ 
quently than in England. At ten fupper is brought in, and the party generally break 
up between eleven and twelve. It is no exaggeration to fay, that during our continu¬ 
ance in this city, not one evening puffed but we had it in our power to attend an affem- 
bly of this fort; and had we always frequented the fame, we flaouid always have found 
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the greateft cordiality of reception. From thefe circumfiances, perhaps no metropolis 
in Europe, excepting Vienna, is rendered more agreeable to foreigners than Peterf- 
burgh. 

The houfes of the nobility are furnifhed with great elegance ; and the fuite of apart¬ 
ments in which they receive company is uncommonly fplendid. They are fitted up id 
the ilyle of London and Paris, and the new falhions make their appearance as foon as in 
thofe two capitals. 

Having, on a former occafion, defcribed the modes of falutation praftifed by the pea- 
fants and" common people; 1 Ihall here mention thofe which I obi'erved in ufe among 
perfons of higher rank. The gentlemen bow very low, and the ladies incline their 
heads inltead of curtfying. Sometimes the gentlemen kifs the ladies’ hands as a mark 
of refpeft, which is ufual in many countries; if the parties are well acquainted, or of 
equal condition, or if the lady means to pay a compliment, fhe- falutes his cheek while 
he is killing her hand. Frequently, while file Hoops to touch his cheek, he takes that 
opportunity of fainting her. I have often obi'erved this ceremony performed and re¬ 
peated, as well in the drawing-room at court, as at the different affemblies. If the gen¬ 
tleman is a perfon of high rank, the lady offers firll to kifs his hand, which he pre¬ 
vents by fainting her cheek. The men* and particularly relations, exchange falutes 
in this manner, each killing the other’s hand at the fame inllant, and afterwards their 
cheeks. 

The Ruffians, in the ufual mode of addrefs, never prefix any title or appellation-of 
refpeft to their names; but perfons of all ranks, even thofe of the firll: difiinftion, call 
each other by their chriflian names, to which they add a patronymic. Thefe patrony¬ 
mics are formed in fome cafes by adding Vitch * to the chrillian name of the father, in 
others by Of or Ef; the former applied only to perfons of condition, the latter to thofe 
of inferior rank. Thus, 

Ivan Ivanuf $ «Ivan the fon of Ivan. 

Peter Alexeof j P«er the fon of Alexey. 

The female patronymic is Efna or Ofna, as Sophia Alexefna, or Sophia the daughter of 
Alexey j Maria Ivanofna, or Maria the daughter of Ivan. 

Great families are alfo in general diftinguilhed by a furname, as thofe of Romanof, 
Galitzin, and Sheremetof. 

Travellers who have experienced the great politenefs and tafte, which diftinguilh the 
Ruffian nobility, both in their entertainments and affemblies, mull be furprized to find, 
that.fcarcely fixty years ago Peter the Great \ thought it neceffary to eftablilli the follow¬ 
ing regulations by authority: 

Regulations for Affemblies at Peterjburg in 1719. 

“ Affembty is a French term, which cannot be rendered in Ruffian in one word : It 
Signifies a number of perfons meeting together, either for diverfion, or to talk about 
their own affairs. Friends may fee each other on that occalion to confer together on 
bufinefs or other, fubjects, to enquire after domeltic and foreign news, and fo to pafs 

• Vitch is the fame as our Fitz, as Fitzherbert, or the fon of Herbert, 
t Perry’s State of Kulha, vol. i. p, it(6. 
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their time. After what manner we will have thofe aflemblies kept, may be learned from 
what follows: 

£< i. The perfon at whofe houfe the affembly is to be in the evening, is to hang out a 
bill or other fign, to give notice to all perfons of either fex. — 2. The aflembly fball not 
begin fooner than four or five in the afternoon, nor continue later than ten at night.— 
3. The mafter of the houfe is not obliged to go and meet his guefts, to conduct them 
out, or fO entertain them; but though himfelf is exempt from waiting on them, he 
ought to find chairs, candles, drink, and all the neceflaries afked for, as alfo to provide 
for all forts of gaming, and what belongs thereto. — 4. No certain' hour is fixed for any 
body’s coming or going; it is fufficient if one makes his appearance in the aflembly.— 
5. It is left to every one’s liberty to fit, walk, or play, juft as he likes; nor fhall any 
body binder him, or take exception at what he does, on pain of emptying the Great 
Eagle (a bowl filled with wine or brandy). As for the reft, it is enough to falute at 
coming and going. — 6. Perfons of rank, as for inftance, noblemen, fuperior officers, 
likewife merchants of note, and head-mafters, (by which are underftood fhip-builders,) 
perfons employed in the Chancery, and their wives and children, fhall have liberty of 
frequenting the aflemblies. — 7. A particular place fhall be affigned to the footmen, 
(thofe of the houfe excepted,) that there may be fufficient room in the apartments de¬ 
signed for the aflembly.” 

The Englifli merchants live in a focial and even fplendid manner. Befides conftant 
meetings at their refpeftive houfes, they have once a fortnight a regular aflembly to 
which they obligingly invite all their countrymen who happen to be at Peterfburgh, and 
occafionally fome Ruffian ladies. There is a ball, cards, and fupper; twelve or four¬ 
teen couple ufually dance at thefe meetings, which are perfectly cheerful and agreeable. 

A traveller who frequents the houfes of the Ruffian nobility will be ftruck with the 
variety of complexions and faces which are obfervable among the retainers and fervants; 
Ruffians, Fins, Laplanders, Georgians, Circaffians, Poles, Tartars, and Calmucs. He 
will be no lefs furprifed on being informed, that many of the fervants, who belong to 
theEnglifh and other foreigners, are Mahometans, of whom numerous colonies are ftill 
refid ent in this vaft empire. 

Fortrefs of Peterfburgh.—Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul.—Tomb of Peter the Great, 
and thefucceeding Sovereigns. — Mint. — Hi/lory of the Boat called The Little Grandfre , 
which gave rife to the Ruffian Navy on the Black Sea. 

THE origin of the fortrefs, which occafioned the foundation of this capital, has been 
related in the general defeription of Peterfburgh. Maffive walls of brick, faced with 
hewn granite, and ftrengthened with five baftions, encircle a fmall illand not more than 
half a mile in circumference, formed by the Great and Little Neva. Within the Go¬ 
vernor’s houfe are barracks for a finall garrifon, feveral wards ufed as a common jail, 
and dungeons for the confinement of ftate prifoners. 

In the centre ftands the cathedral of St. Peter and Paul, in a different ftyle of archi¬ 
tecture from that ufually employed in the couftruCtion of churches for the fervice of the 
Greek religion. Inftead of domes, it is furmounted with a fpire of copper gilt, two 
hundred and forty feet in height. The interior decorations are more elegant and lefs 
gaudy than thofe in the churches of Novogorod and Mofcow, and the paintings are 
executed in the modern ftyle of the Italian fchool. 
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In this cathedral are depofited the remains of Peter the Great, and of ail the fuccef- 
five fovereigns, excepting thofe of Peter 11 . buried at Mofcow, and of the late unfortu¬ 
nate Peter III. * interred in the convent of St. Alexander Nevlki. The tombs are of 
marble, in the ffiape of a fquare coffin; and one excepted, have inferiptions in the Ruf¬ 
fian tongue: when I faw them, they were covered with gold brocade, bordered with 
filver lace and ermine. 

I viewed, not without peculiar veneration and atve, the fepulchrc which contains the 
body of Peter I.; the fternnefs, or rather the ferocity of whofe difpofition, neither fpared 
age nor fex, nor the deareft connexions ; and who yet, with a ftrong degree of com¬ 
punction, was accuhomed to fay, “ I can reform my people, but 1 cannot reform my- 
felf.” A f royal hiftorian has juflly obferved of Peter, that he redeemed the cruelties 
of a tyrant by the virtues of a legiflator. We mull readily allow that he confiderably 
reformed and civilized his fubjeXs; that he created a navy, and new-modelled his army; 
that he encouraged the arts and fciences, promoted agriculture and commerce, and laid 
the foundation of Ruffian grandeur. But, inltead of exclaiming in the language of 
panegyric, 

Erobefce, ars J Hie vir maxim us tibi nihil deb u it : 

Ex lift a, natural Hoc flupendium tuum eft # : 

w r e may, on the contrary, venture to regret that he was not taught the leffons of humanity; 
that his fublime but unruly genius was not controuled and improved by proper culture ; 
nor his lavage nature corrected and foftened by the refinements of art. And if Peter failed 
in enlightening the mafs of his fubjeXs equal to his wifhes, the failure was occafioned 
by his own precipitate temper, by the chimerical idea of introducing the arts and fci¬ 
ences by force, and of performing in a moment what can only be the gradual work of 
time; by violating the eftabiifhed cultoms of his people, and in contradiction to the 
dictates of found policy, requiring an immediate facrifice of prejudices fanftified by ages. 
In a word, his failure was the failure of a fuperior genius wandering without a guide; 
and the greateft eulogium we can juflly offer to his extraordinary character, is to allow 
that his virtues were his own, and Iiis defeCls thofe of education and country. Peter 
the Great was born at Mofcow on the 30th of May, 1672, and died at Peterfburgh on 
the 28th of January, 1725, in the fifty-third of his age, and in the forty-fourth of a 
glorious reign. 

I obferved near the tomb of Peter fome Turkifh colours: they were taken in the 
naval engagement of Tchefme, difplayed during a folemn proceffion, and placed by 
the hand of the Emprefs, at the tomb of the Sovereign who founded the Ruffian navy. 

* Catherine the Second was interred in this cathedral. On the acceJTion of Paul, the remains of his 
father Peter the Third were removed from the church of the monaftery, and after lying in ftate, interred with 
regal pomp in the cathedra), in the fame fepulchre as the body of Catharine the Second. By order of the 
new Emperor, Count Alexey Orlof, and Prince Baiatynfki, to whom the death of Peter the Third was 
attributed, were (tattooed on each fide of the body while it lay in ftate, and compelled to follow the funeral 
proccffion. 

t Pierre I. mmirut dansces clrconftances, laiflant dansle mondc plutoc la reputation d'un horome extra¬ 
ordinaire, qne d’un grand homme, & couvrant let eruautet d’un Tiran des uierlvs d’tm kgiflalcur. Hilt, de la 
Mai fun de Brandebourg, 

l Blulh art! this hero owed thee nothing. 

Exult nature 1 for this prodigy is all thy own. 

See Gordon’s Life of Peter. Vot. II. 
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Near the alhcs of Peter are depofited thofe of his fecond wife and fucceffor Catha¬ 
rine I., the beautiful Livonian, who, by a train of fingular events, was exalted from a 
cottage to unbounded fovereignty *. 

In the vault of this church, but without tomb or infcription, lies Alexey, fon of Pe¬ 
ter I., who fell a facriftce to the arts of the defigning Mentchikof, and to the refentment 
of an inhuman, though perhaps juftly offended father. The recolleftion of his fate 
makes a flrong impreffion on a feeling mind, and mull flill more forcibly (trike a fub- 
jedl of the Britiffi empire; where will is not law, where the*heir apparent is as fecure 
as the fovereign himfelf, and where the right of fucceffion Hands irrevocable, not to be 
altered by the caprice or jealoufy of a reigning monarch. The fpeculative theorift may 
indeed argue for Peter, that a power ought to be veiled in the l'overeign to exclude an 
unworthy fucceffor. But, in effeft, this is rendering the fate of a whole empire de¬ 
pendent upon the will of one perfon, who, during his life, may change his heir as often 
as he changes his opinion ; or who, like Peter, may expire without nominating his fuc- 
ceffor, and leave the throne open to every claimant who can fecure the concurrence of 
the army. The exclufion of Alexey, the decree f fubfequent to his death, and the un¬ 
fettled ideas concerning the right of fucceffion introduced by that fatal mandate, oc- 
caftoned frequent revolutions in the government; and the difpofal of the feeptre lias 
depended on the regiments of guards flationed in the capital. The re-eltablifliment of 
hereditary right, therefore, may be juftly clafled among the foremoft of thofe excellent 
regulations which diltinguifli the reign of Catharine the Second. 

In the fame vault, which contains the body of the unfortunate Alexey, is placed that 
of Charlotte Chriftina Sophia, Princefs of Brunfwick, his no lefs unfortunate wife, whofe 
fate is more afflicting, becaufe Ihe deferved it lefs. She was bom in 1694; married 
the Tzarovitch in 1711, and died on the firft of November, 1715, partly of a broken 
heart bccafioned by her hulband’s ill-treatment, and partly by the confequences of her 
delivery of Peter II. J 

Among the imperial fepulchres is that of Anne of Holllein, elded daughter of Peter 
and Catharine, who, though far more deferving of notice, is lefs known than her filter 
the Emprefs Elizabeth, becaufe her virtues were not ennobled by a diadem. Anne is 
deferibed as a Princefs of majeftic form and expreffive features, of an excellent and im¬ 
proved underftanding, and of irreproachable morals. While file was very young. 
Count Apraxin, a Ruffian nobleman, paid his addrefies to her, but was rejected with 
fcorn. Not daunted with this repulfe, he continued his courtfhip, and finding her one 
day alone, threw himfelf at her feet, offered his fword, and entreated her to put an end 
to his life and mifery. “ Give me the fword,” faid the Princefs, ft retching out her 
hand, “ you fhall fee that the daughter of your Emperor has ftrength and fpirit fufficient 
to rid herfelf of a wretch that infults her.” The Count, apprehenfive that file might 
execute her threat, withdrew the fword, and demanded infiant pardon; and, as the 
Princefs told the (lory with great humour, became the derifion of the court §. 

# See an account of Catharine I* m chap. viu. of this book, 

‘f In the month of February*, 17az, a proclamation was made by the found of trumpet, requiring 
every natural-born fubjecl of the Rullian empire* and all foreigners then relidtng there, to fwear and figri 
an oath, * that they will acknowledge, as fucceffor to the empire, the perfon whom His Majefly fhall no¬ 
minate for their fovereign, after hh death/ This order ilruck a damp on the fpirits of every body, when 
they reflc&ed on the undoubted title of the young Prince Peter, His Majefty's grandfon, and only remain¬ 
ing heir of the imperial family.” Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 226. 

\ See an account of this Princefs in chaj* viiju of this book, $ Baflfewitz, 371, 
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Anne efpoufed, in 1725, Charles Frederick, Duke of Holftein-Gottorp,to whom fhe 
had been long betrothed." Bred up with the expectation of two crowns* ** , fhe was dis¬ 
appointed of both ; nominated by her mother, Catharine I., one of the council of re¬ 
gency during the minority of Peter II.; ex-cluded from that council after once taking 
her feat, by the defpotifm of Prince Mentchikof, whom flic herfelf had promoted with 
all her’influence; driven from Ruflia by the mandate of that arrogant minifter, flic 
retired with her hufband to Kiel, where flie died in 1728, in the twenty-feeond year of 

her age, leaving one fon, the unfortunate Peter III. 

I'ler coufin, the Fmprefs Anne, lecond daughter of Ivan Alexievitch, is inteired m 
the fame cathedral. She was widow of the Duke of Courland, and relided at Mittau, 
when fhe was unexpeaedly called to take pofiefficn of the empire. On the death of 
Peter II. without iflue, the fceptre, according to Catharine swill, ought to have level ted 
to her grandion, afterwards Peter III., foil of Anne of Holifein; but as hereditary tight 
was abolidled by Peter’s decree, and no fucceflor appointed by Peter II., a privy coun¬ 
cil of feven nobles, in whom the regal power was vetted at the deceafe of the Emperor, 
formed a plan for limiting the prerogative of the crown, leaving the title and pomp of 
royalty to the reigning monarch, but referring to tjiemfelves the fupreme authority. 
Having drawn up certain conditions for the ratification of the future lovereign, they 
chofe the Princefs Anne, in preference to the family of Peter the Great, and to her el- 
deft fitter Catharine of Mecklenburgh, becaufe having no legal claim, fhe would more- 
readily agree to the terms which might fecure her the fucceffion. Anne figned the 
articles without hefitation, only for the purpofe of breaking them, and had fcarcely 
arrived at Mofcow before fhe was enabled, by the affiftance of the guards, to annul the 
aft of renunciation, to difiolve the privy council itfelf, and to re-affumc the imperial 


* Thefe of Sweden and Ruffia; the former by marriage, and the latter by her father’s nomination. 

With refpefi to the crown of Sweden, her hufband, the only fon of Hedwige, elddt filler of Charles XII. 
was undoubted heir of the Swedifh crown, but was fetafide by the Swedes, who preferred Uh ica Eleonora, 
Charles's youngeft filler. See Genealogical table of the Houfe of Vafa, and the chapter on the death ot 
ChatlesXIl-, both in the fourth volume. , , . , 

As to her expeditions of the Ruffian crown, Eaflevltz, her huff land's mituflcr, pofiuvely aliens, that 
Peter-I. had foi med the refolution of raffing her to the throne. 11 C’etoit dans les mains de cctte l'rincefie, 
que Pierre le Grand fouliaitoit de voir patter fon fceptre.” Euf. Hlf. Mag. ix. p. 37 1 ' 

A fhort time before hislaft illnefs, he explained to her and the Duke of Holtleiti the fyltem he had pur- 
fued during his reign, and inllruatd them in the details of government. While he lay upon his death-bed, 
having recovered his underftanding by a momentary interim fiion of the delirium, { lee chap viu. on Catha¬ 
rine 1 ) he called for Anne to di£tate his latt fentiments, but upon her arrival he rdapfed into hi* former 

flats of Enfenfibility. Ibid, p, 372* . . , 

It alfo appears, from Sir Luke Schaube’s difpatches, in the pofiefiion of the Earl of Hardwicke, that 
Perer had even taken fume fteps towards fettling the crown upon his daughter Anne, 

** Le Cardinal [Dubois] ne paroit guere touche de lb'njuftice qui feroit Taite an fils du CzaroWit? ; et il 
ditj que il le Czar regkro'tt laJuecrJfwnen favour de fafilk* il faudroit bitn que ctux qm voudroient fe her avec 
lui de fon vivant* proruifiVnt de la maintenir apres fa mort, apres laquelle toutefois rl arriveroit vrayfembla- 
blement de cette difpofirion com me li tile n*avoit jamais exift^” Sir Luke Schaube to Lord Carteret, 

Paris, Jam 20, 1722* _ t r 

Ce que les miniftres Mofcovftes dlfoient au Monf. de Campredon que le Czar voulut fe procurer nne 
garantie pour la fuccejfion a fit dais de la man 1 ere qtdil fe propoje de Veiahlir s paroit fort iingulier, ^ 

rapport a Vexclufion de fen pet fo fits m fiveur dejafilled ans marquer cn mcme temps a qu cl Prince il In delude. 
Lord Carteret to Cardinal Dubois, Paris* Jan. 1721-2. 

The decree which he ilfucd in February 1722, feemed a prelude to this appointment, which was probably 
prevented by the hidden nefs of his death* 

Catharine I. was no lefs inclined to appoint Anne her fuccefTor* and a ftrong party was formed in her 
favour; but that Emprefs was prevented fr<?m following her inclinations in this in fiance by the fhortnefs or 
her reign, and the danger of excluding Peter Alexievitch; who^ as the grandfon of Peter the Gveatj was 
Supported by a ftid more powerful party, 

authority 
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authority in es unlimited a form, as had ever been enjoyed by any of her predeceffors. 
This Emprefs refigned herfelf implicitly to the direction of Biren, a native of Courland, 
who rofe from the loweft extradion, and regulated all her councils with the moft arbi¬ 
trary fway. Anne has generally been cenliired for her feverity, and is faid to have 
ruled the Ruffians with the knoot in her hand ; but the cruelties which tamifhed her 
reign, muft be attributed to the brutal temper of Biren, The Emprefs herfelf was of 
a humane difpofition : fhe frequently oppofed the fanguinary meafures of her favourite, 
and in vain endeavoured to foften his mercilefs difpofition, by fubmitting to intreaties, 
and interceding even with tears, for the unfortunate objects of his refentment *, But, 
in effed, the fovereign who permits cruelties is, and ought to be, equally guilty in the 
eyes of the world with the fovereign who commands them ; and pqfterity jvdily imputes 
to the miUrefs the vices of the fervant, who is uncont routed in his abufe of power. 
Anne died on the 17th of Odober 1740, after nominating for her fuccdlbr her ne¬ 
phew Ivan, then an infant; with a view of prolonging the reign of Siren, whom the 
appointed regent during the minority. 

Viewing the tomb of Elizabeth, I reeolleded the motley charader of that indolent 
and voluptuous Emprefs, who, by the revolution of 1741? renewed in her perfon the 
line of Peter the Great upon the throne of Ruffia. Elizabeth was born in 1709, 
and, when arrived at years of maturity, was extremely admired for her perfonal at¬ 
tractions* 

Her beauty, as well as rank and large dowry, occafioned feveral offers, none of which 
were accepted, and fhe died fingle* During the reign of her father, a negociation had 
commenced for her marriage with Louis XV, By the will of Catharine, Elizabeth was 
betrothed to Charles Auguftus, bifliop of Lubeck, and brother of Adolphus Frederic, 
King of Sweden; but he died before the completion of the ceremony. In the reign of 
Peter IE, file was demanded by Charles, Margrave of Anfpach ^ in 1741, by the Perfian 
tyrant Kouli Khan 5 and at the time of the revolution, the regent Anne endeavoured to 
force her to efpoufe Prince Louis of Brunfwickf. From the period of her acceffion fhe 
renounced all thoughts of the connubial llate, and adopted her nephew Peter, Her 
difiike to marriage, however, did not proceed from any difinclination to man ; for fhe 
freely owned to her confidents, that fhe was never happy but when in love f, if we 
may dignify by that name a capricious paffion ever changing its objed, The fame cha- 
raderiftic warmth of temper hurried her no lefs to the extremes of devotion : fhe was 
fcrupuloufly exad in her annual confeffions of the wanderings of her heart, in expref- 
fmg the ntmoft contrition, and in pun dually adhering to the minuted ceremonies and 
ordinances ofjhe church. 

With refped to her difpofition, fhe is generally flyk-d the humane Elizabeth, as 
fhe made a vow never to inflid any capital punifhments § during her reign j and is 


# <f J J ai dte prefent/ 1 writes Count Mimic ct lorfque lUmperatrice pWroit a chaudes larmesfur ce que 
Biron fjlminoil Sc menacoit de ne vouloir plusfcrvir 11 rimpcratiice riefaenfioit Vofejiki Sc aluft des autres.*' 
Ebauchc; &c, p. u 9 

Mrs-Vigor ’ays of her, if I have often feen her mth into tears at a melancholy flory, and fhe thews fuch 
unaffc&ed horror at any mark of cruelty, that her mind to me feems to be compofed of the mofl am table 
qualities that 1 have ever obferved in any one perfon j which terms a particular mark of the goodnefs of 
Providence, as (he is pofTdTed of filch power.Letters from RufSa, p. $-9. 
f See Manikin 1 s Memoirs, p 25285*. 309, 

^ « Elle etoit voluptueufe a Voces, nee de fang voluptueiix. Sc dledlfoit Convent a fes conBdentes, qu’rile 
n’doSt contente que tant qu'elie etoit amoureufe ; mais rile cloit avec tela fort incontlante & changeoit 
fouvent de favoris Ebauche, p. 17c, 

^ See Remarks on her celebrated cdi£t r which abolilhtd capital punuhraents, in the chapter cn the Penal 
Laws of lUffia, in a fubfequent paffage. 
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reported to have (bed tears upon the news of viftortes gained by her troops, from the 
refleftion that they were not obtained without great bloodfhed. But although no 
criminal was executed in public* yet the ftate prifons were filled with wretched fuf- 
ferers, many of whom, unheard of and unknown* perifhed in damp and unwholefome 
dungeons: the flaie inquifition, or l'eeret committee, appointed to judge perfons fuf- 
peeled of high treafon, had conftant occupation during her reign ; many upon the 
flighted furmifes were tortured in fecret j many underwent the knoot, and expired 
under the infliction* But the tranfaflion which refiefts the higheft difgrace on her 
reign, was the public punilhment of two ladies of fafliion, countefles Beftuchef and 
Lapookin : each received fifty ftrokes of the knoot in the open fquare of Peterfburgh ; 
their tongues were cut out, and they were banifiied into Siberia, One of thefe ladies, 
Madame Lapookin, efteemed the handfomeft woman in Ruflla, was accufed of iiold- 
ing fecret correlpondence with the French ambaflador ; but her real crime was having 
commented too freely on the Emprefs J s amours. Even the mere relation of fuch an 
affecting feene, as that of a woman of great beauty and high rank publicly fcourged 
by the common executioner, muft excite the flrongeft emotions of horror, and forbid 
us to venerate the memory of a princefs, who, with fuch little regard to her own fex, 
could iflue thofe barbarous commands* But let us lament the inconfiftency of 
human nature ; and in confidering the charafter of Elizabeth, let us not deny that her 
heart, perhaps naturally benevolent, was occafionally corrupted by power, and fteeled 
with fufpicion; that although mercy might predominate whenever it did not interfere 
with her paffions and prejudices, yet file by no means deferves the appellation of hu¬ 
mane, the moll noble * attribute of a fovereign, when it interpofes to temper the* 
feverity of jufiice. Elizabeth died in 1761, in the twenty-firll year of her reign, and 
in the fifty-third of her age : file expired in December, the fame month in which fhe 
was born, and in which file acceded to the throne. 

In the fort refs is a fmall arfenal, which among other military (lores, contains fome 
cannon, calf in the middle of the fixteenth century, under the reign of Ivan Vaffi- 
Jievitch II, I had occafion to mention In a former chapter, that the art of calling can¬ 
non was Introduced into Rufiia under Ivan Vaffilievitch L by Ariftotle of Bologna, 
Ivan 1 L did not fail to imitate the example of his grandfather in procuring, by means 
of foreign artifls, the belt artillery ; and to this judicious policy both monarchs were 
chiefly indebted for their fucceffes in war, and for the conqueft of Jeveral provinces, 
which they annexed to their hereditary dominions. 

In a feparate building of the fortrefs is the mint. The gold and lilver are feat from 
the mines of Siberia, and the metals are refined in this laboratory. We furveyed the 
whole procefs from the ftrfl melting of the ore to the coining. Among the fiiver we 
obferved a large quantity of Dutch dollars, which were melting to be recoined iri 
roubles. Peter I. wanting fiiver for the new coinage, iffued a decree, that all the 
cuftoms fhould be paid in Dutch dollars : at prefent half the duties are ftill difeharged 
in that money by all foreign merchants, excepting the Englifh, who are exempted by 
treaty. But as the gold and fiiver obtained from the mines of Siberia, with the ad¬ 
dition of the dollars, are by no means fufficient for the circulation, a confiderable 
quantity of both metals is annually imported. The coinage, in its prefent debafed 

* I was informed from undoubted authority, that it was impolTiblc to obtain Elizabeth's confent for 
flie execution of a felon who had even committed the molt horrid fpecics of premeditated murder, and 
that the mailer of the police ufed fecretly to order the executioner to knoot to death thofe delinquents 
who were found guilty of the moll atrocious crimes* It is a pity flic did not refeive her humanity; 
which in this inftance was ctuelty to her people, for more refpeftable objects. 
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{late, muft be very advantageous, as in the gold there is fo much alloy, that a profit of 
48 per cent, is gained, and in the filver of 37 *. This ftate of the coinage renders 
ufelefs the prohibition againfl: the exportation, and produces the niifchievous effeft of 
promoting the contraband introduction offalfe coin from foreign countries. 

Among the remarkable obje&s in the mint, the machine for flamping the coin de- 
ierves to be mentioned ; becaufe it was invented by Her prdent Majelly, and is ef- 
teemed an ingenious and Ample piece of mechanifm. 

Within the fortreis is a four-oared boat, fecured with great veneration, in a brick 
building, and preferved as a memorial to future ages, of its being the origin of the 
Ruffian fleet. Peter I. ufed to call it the Little Grandfirc , and, in the latter part of 
his reign, ordered it to be tranfported to Peterfburgh: it was conduced in folemn 
proceflion, to excite the admiration of the people, and expofed to view that they might 
compare the former condition of the marine, with the improved ftate in which he left 
it. The hiftory of this little boat is worthy of notice; not only as it comprehends 
the firft rife of the navy, but becaufe, during the courfe of the narrative, 1 Ihall be 
enabled to point out fundry errors advanced by feveral hiflorians of Peter the Great. 

There is not the lead foundation for the report that Peter was naturally afraid of 
the water, and had the utmoft difficulty in furmounting this averfion: on the contrary, 
he always exprelfed a flrong attachment to that element. The boar, which has given 
rife to this detail, was ctmflmcted during the reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, by ICar- 
flens Brandt, a Dutch fhipwright, whom Alexey Michaelovitch invited into Ruflia. 
Peter, about the year 1691, accidentally feeing this boat at a village near Mofcow, 
inquired of Timmerman, who taught him fortification, why it was built in a different 
manner from other veilels ? Timmerman replied, it was a veffel contrived to fail 
againfl: the wind. Peter’s coriofity was roufed by this intelligence, and Brandt being 
inftantly fummoned, repaired it without delay, provided a maftand rigging, and, having 
launched it upon the Yaufa, failed in it, to the furprize and aftonifliment of the young 
Tzar, who immediately embarked, and, under the direction of Brandt, foon learned 
the management of the veffel. 

Having repeated thefe experiments upon the Yaufa, as well as upon a neighbouring 
lake, he ordered Brandt to build a yatcht f upon the banks of the Mofkva, which was 
launched in 1691 ; and in which Peter failed as far as Columna. Animated with the 
fuccefs of this expedition, he commanded the fame fliipwright to conftru£t, upon the 
lake of Periflaf, feveral fmall veffels carrying guns ; in which the Tzar failed on the 
8th of February, the 3d of March, and the 5th of April, of the following year. On 
the firft of May another veffel was launched, and on the 9th Peter returned to Mofcow. 
The death of Brandt feems to have interrupted the increase of this little fleet j but did 
not prevent Peter from continuing his expeditions on the lakei Some extracls, from 
General Gordon’s \ Journal, will fhow the eagernefs with which the young monarch 

purfued 

* Set ElTai fur le commerce de Ruffle, c. x. where the reader will find an accurate ftate of the Ruffian 
coinage, iu which the difference of the prefent money from that of the former reigns is laid down, as I 
was informed from good authority, with great exaSnefs, p. 254, 2yy. 

J* From lienee I follow implicitly Muller’s Extra&s from General Gordon’s Journal. 

J General Gordon, a native of Scotland, was born in 1635; having fervid with glory in the Swe- 
difti and Poliftt armies, he entered into the Ruffian ftrvice tn i66t, in which he continued to the end oF 
his life. His journal, in the EngUffi tongue, is now in the archives at Mofcow, and has never been printed. 
Muller, who made great ufe of it in feveral of his works, propofed to extract and publiih all the cireura- 
ilances relating to Ruffia ; but, to the great regret of all lovers of hiftory, has been prevented by 
other occupations from carrying his defign into execution. 1 hnd, from Bachmeiiler’s Ruff. Bibl. 
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pursued his new occupation: when fuch trifling incidents as weighing anchor, and 

failing acrol's a lake, are circumftantiaUy recorded. . . 

*= Gordon went on the 1 ith of Augufl to Perefiaf; and on the 14th was entertained 
in due fern and ceremony on board of (he Admiral's • (hip. On the .8th,” he adds, 
“ we failed from one fide of the lake to the oppofite bank; on the 2 ift we got under 
weigh and failed to the other fide, where we again came to an anchor; on the 24th 
Gordon attended the Tzar on {hip-board; on the 28th we departed from Perefcr, 
and on the 21 ft reached AlexeyBut as the limits of a lake were too confined for 
the rifing ambition of the Tzar, he hurried to Archangel, where he arrived 10 the month 
of June, 1602. « On the 17th,” fays Gordon, “ the polt brought the news that the 

Tzar had been upon the White Sea, and was happily arrived into port, and on the nth 
of October he came back to Mofcow. In the beginning of May, 1694. he returned to 
Archangel, and continued in thofc parts until September; during which time he made 
frequent expeditions upon the fea, and improved his knowledge of navigation. 

Thefe little adventures, which feerned mere youthful amufements, were productive 
of the moft glorious event that didinguiflied his reign* Peter, in the campaign of I &95 
a train ft the Turks* befieging Azof* found it impoffible to take the town without block- 
ing up the harbour; and as he did not poflefs one fliip, was compelled to raife the 

fi esfSi 

Hi's fpirit excited, rather than damped, by ibis ^appointment, he gave orders for 
the immediate conftruaion of feveral veffels: fome were framed at Occa, and rranf- 
ported over land to the Don; but the greater part were built at Veronetz. In iefs 
than a year he renewed the liege of Azof, and brought before it, to the mrprize of 
the Turks, two men of war, twenty-three gallies, two gdlleots, and four fire-lhips t- 
"With this little fquadron, which failed down the Don into the Black Sea* he blockaded 
the harbour, gained a victory over the Turkifh gallies, and took Azof* He fignahzed 
this wonderful event by a triumphal entry into Mofcow, and by a medal reprefenting 
the capture of Azof, with a motto in Ruffian* 4t ViOor bv thunder and the waves*” 
This fuccefs was the prelude to fill! greater achievements ; and as the fecurity of his 
new conquefts upon the Black Sea depended upon a powerful navy, he collated from 
aU quarters the mofl expert fhip-builders, and fuperinteded the neceflary picpaiationsat 
Voronetz, Azof, and Taganroc* In 1699, foon after his return from his firft expe¬ 
dition into foreign parts, he was prefent at a naval review upon the Black Sea, in 
which ten frigates were engaged, the largeft carrying fifty, the imailed twenty-fix 
guns* ; and the Ruffian navy, in the harbours of the Euxine, conftruaed and upon 
the flocks, is deferibed as confiding of nine fhips of fixty guns, ten of fifty, ten of 


for 1782, that a German Iran flat 10Q of it h given in Part iv. of the Journal of St* Peterfburgh for 1782, 

^G ordo rTdleThr^ much regretted by the Tzar, and, to ufe the words of hh relation, “ His 
Mdkfty viflted him five times during his illnefs, was prefent the moment he expired, and fhut his eyes 
wuh his own hand.” The fame author alfo fays of him, greatly to his honour, “General Gordon 
wa3 a fober man, in a country where drinking is much in fafhion; and though he ufed to be vmchvn 
the Tzar’s company, His Majefty, knowing hh inclination?, would never allow him to be urged, hie 
was ever mindful of his bufinefs, and did great femes to the Ruffian nation.” Gordon s tliit. oi teter 
the Great, voh i. p. 137, 138* 

# Muller conjectures, that Fort was the admiral of this little lguadron. 

f S. R. G. vol iu p 4 226* % lb. p* 184. r 

VOL.-VI. 4T fort y- 
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forty-eight, two of forty-two, fourteen of thirty-four, two of thirty-two, three of thirty, 
one of twenty-fix, one of twenty-four, four of eighteen, three of fourteen, and four of 
eight guns; befide eighteen triremes, one hundred brigantines, and three hundred 
boats in the Dnieper. This ftupendous account would be incredible were it not recorded 
by the fecretary # to the Auilfian embaffy, then refident at Mofcovv ; it is fearcely pa¬ 
rallelled by the naval exertions of the Romans in the firft Punic war. The rapidity 
with which Peter created his fleet for the Black Sea, was equalled by fimilar exertions 
upon the Baltic, after the acquifition of Cronftadt and the foundation of Peterfburgh, 
But to return to the boat which occafioned this digrefUon, and which gav r e rife to 
the Ruffian navy. In 1723, at the dole of the Perfian expedition, it was tranfported 
from Mofcow to the new metropolis, and'Peter gave a public entertainment, which was 
called the Confecratwn of the Little Grandfire . Twenty-feven men of war, being ranged 
at Cronftadt in the form of a crefcent, the Emperor embarked in this boat, himielf 
fleering, while three Admirals and Prince Mentehikof performed the office of rowers : 
being then towed by two floops, it made a finall circuit in the Gulf: and, returning by 
the fleet, the fhips [truck their flags, and fainted with all their guns; while the Little 
Grandfire returned each falute by a difcharge of three fmall pieces. It was then 
brought into the harbour, and furrouiided by the men of war, A few days afterwards 
the Little Grandfire was conveyed to St, Peterfburgh, and its arrival folemnized 
by a mafquerade upon the water f, This memorable boat, freighted with the 
Emperor, proceeded to the fortrefs, and was conducted, under the difcharge 
of ail the artillery, to the place where it now remains enfhrined as a memorial to 
po fieri ty. 

From the fortrefs we took water, and landed at an adjacent fpot in the ifland of Pe¬ 
terfburgh, near a wooden hovel, remarkable as the habitation of Peter the Great, 
while the fortrefs was conflruffing. It ftili remains in its original ftate, and (lands under 
a brick building, erefted to preferve it from detraction. The houfe is aground floor, 
with only three rooms, which I had the curiofity to meafure# They are but eight feet 
in height; the apartment for the reception of company is fifteen feet fquare; the din¬ 
ing-room fifteen by twelve, and the bed-chamber ten. Near this houfe is another four- 
oared boat, the work of PetePs own hands, which has been erroneoufly called the Little 
Grandfire . 

Chap. VI .—Congelation of Quickfiver. — Dr. Guthrie 9 s Experiments to afcertain the 
freezing Point of Mercury , and to prove that the Purity or Impurity of the Mercury , by 
no means affects the Congelation* 

AS the curious experiment of freezing quickfilver was firft made at Peterfburgh by 
Profefior Braun, I was defirous of witnefling the repetition of the fame procefs; parti¬ 
cularly as many doubts were entertained by fevcral philosophers, concerning the real 
congelation or pure quickfilver, and I had frequent opportunities of feeing this pheno¬ 
menon during a feries of experiments by Dr. Guthrie, phyfician to the Imperial Corps of 
Cadets. 

* Kerb Diamsin, The reader will find* in p« 236, a catalogue of the names of all thefe veflels, toge¬ 
ther with the breadth, length, depths number of guns, and complement of men. See alfo Le Bruyn*a 
Travels, voL i. p. 62. 

\ Coufetds prefent State of Ruffia* p. 21$* 

Having 
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Having inferted a tube containing quickfilver in a mixture of fnow and fpmt or nitre, 
he took it out in ten minutes, placed it in a fecond mixture, and in five minutes the 
quickfilver was congealed. The tube being broken, the quickfilver appeared in a Jolid 
mafs like a ball of filver, and being ftruck with a hammer was flattened into twice its ex- 
tenfion before it liquified. 

But the hammer being much warmer than the frozen quickfilver, melted the parts 
which it touched, feeming to have the fame effect upon the mercury as a warm non 
upon wax; I defired, therefore, Dr. Guthrie to place the hammer alio m the freezing 
mixture, fo as to acquire the fame degree of cold as the frozen quickfilver. Another 
portion of quickfilver being congealed by the fame procefs, 1 took out the hammer, and 
ftruck the folid mafs of quickfilver; it refilled the drake, and yielded a dead fauna like 
lead ; I ftruck it again, and made a fmall dent, a third time, and made a larger dent, 
until it gradually extended and flattened under the hammer, feparated like an amalgams 
of the confidence of cheefe, and loon liquefied. , 

To me the congelation of quickfilver was a matter of mere curiqfity ; yet the dolor s 
experiments tended not only to prove its abfolute congelation, but iikewife to afceitam 
the freezing point; and (hew that the purity or impurity of the mercury did not affect 

the fuccefs of the experiment. # 4 . 

Asthefubjeft is extremely curious, and rendered ftill more intereihng by the ame 
treatife publifhed by Sir Charles Blagden, in the Philofophical Tranfaftions, 1 fhall infer t a 
fummary account of the experiments and obfervations communicated by Dr. Guthrie, 
and (hall only add that 1 was witnefs to mofl of the experiments* . 

« Mr* Jofeph Adam Braun, Prcfeffor of the Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. 
Peteriburgh, difeovered, in December 1 759 ^ mercury might be rendered fond by 
means of artificial cold, and it has been fince congealed in fevere winters by the cold of 
the atmofphere in the northern countries of both the old and new continent. t 

<£ This congelation of mercury by the natural cold, renders the knowledge of its 
freezing point a matter of great importance to the natural hiftory of the earth as well 
as of man; as by determining the degree of cold neceflary to effefl: this phenomenon, 
we fhall be able to eftimate the real degree of cold in the countries near the poles, and 
confequently the power inherent in living animals to refill it. Until lately our ideas on 
this fubjeft were confuted and erroneous. The experiments attd obfervations or the 
moft able naturaliftsm Europe and America were only of partial ufe to natural hiftory 
and phyfics, by placing mercury amongfl the malleable metals, and by demon!trating 
that there is nothing effeniially fluid in its nature, but that it is a metal which melts with 
a lefs degree of heat than the others. 

u Still the philofopher was not informed what reliance he could place on the .mercurial 
thermometer towards determining the cold of climates; as the motions of the quickfilver 
appeared by thofe very experiments extremely irregular in the lawer parts of the fca.e, 
falling many degrees in an inftant, and after defeending below a certain point, finking 
fuddenly into the bulb, and thereby feeming to indicate that the annuals of the northern 
countries could refill the action of cold feme hundred degrees below the freezing point 
of water. This fuppofition ftaggered the faith of many philofophers, and made them 
anxious that the matter Ihould be more fully inveftigated. Accordingly the Royal So 
ciety of London defired its members refidingin cold countries, to turn their attention 
towards determining the point of congelation of mercury, and remark the defeent ot 
the mercury in the thermometer during the procefs from the freezing point of water to 
that of mercury, in order to form a jufter notion of its real contraction. But new light 
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tvas lately thrown upon the fubjeft, by a courfe of experiments made at the defire of 
the Royal Society, by Mr. Hutchins, Governor of Hudfon's Bay, who received excel¬ 
lent inltru&ions from Mr. Cavcndifh, and "Dr. Black, profeffbr of chymiftry in the ur.i- 
verfity of Edinburgh. Thcfe diregions, and an apparatus made in London, enabled 
the Governor to perceive, that the fudden and confiderable defcent which takes place in 
the lower parts of the thermometer, when expofed to great cold, happens from thecon- 
tration of the metal in its frozen [fate, and does not atfett the regularity and juftnefs of 
its contraction whit ft it remains fluid. This great point was principally afcertained by 
means of a fpirit thermometer, which was found not to freeze as foon as the mercury, 
and thereby indicated the degree of cold produced by his frigorific mixture, when 
the mercurial thermometer ceafed to meafure it on account of its contraction on becom¬ 
ing folid. 

To prove that the defcent of the mercury in the thermometer was derived from 
this new-difcovered principle, namely, the contraction of the metal in freezing, and to 
try whether pure mercury required a greater degree of cold to freeze it than adulterated 
mercury, 1 made thefe experiments with various forts of mercury: 

*‘1.1 procured from Winterberger, a famous chymift of St. Peterfburgh, the pureft 
mercury known to chymifts, viz. revivified from calomel by filings of iron. 2. From 
Hr. Pallas, native mercury, collected in a mine where no other metal is found but a 
little iron. 3. Common barometer mercury, furnifiied by Morgan, an Englifh optician 
at Peterfburgh, as he received it from England for filling his inftrumeets. 4. Six 
drachms of common mercury, which I adulterated by diffoiving in it a quarter of a grain 
of tin foil. 

“ I procured alfo fome thermometers made with great care and accuracy by Morgan, 
filled with the fame purified mercury. No. 1. for the exprefs purpofe of thefe experi¬ 
ments ; alfo one with highly rectified fpirits of wine, di(tilled by Winterberger. 

“ Adjoining is a drawing of the apparatus I employed in thefe experiments, which 
was fuggefted to me by my learned friend Dr. Black ; it differs from that employed by 
Mr. Hutchins in being more fimple, and confequently the mercury was more eafily ex¬ 
amined during the procefs of congelation. 

“ December the 22d, 1784. In a calm clear evening, Reaumur’s thermometer at 
17 degrees below o, after expofing the apparatus on a table in my court-yard (where I 
made my experiments) for two hours, to acquire the temperature of the atmofphere, I 
poured a little of the purified mercury. No. 1, into the glafs tube, and having inferted 
a thermometer filled with the fame purified mercury, fo that its bulb was covered with 
the mercury in the tube, I placed rhem in the wnter-glafs, filled with the freezing mix¬ 
ture, and in fix minutes tranfported them into a fecond, with fimilar contents ; the mer¬ 
cury in four minutes more became folid, and when I drew out the thermometer, -with 
the frozen mercury furrounding its bulb in the form of a folid cylinder, it flood at 32^ 
degrees below o. Perceiving, however, a little fluid mercury ftill remaining in the tube, I 
re-placed the thermometer with the mercury adhering to its bulb, and in a few minutes 
the mercury rofe about half a degree; drawing it up a fecond time, I found the mer¬ 
cury melted, and the bulb quite free. From this experiment it proves, that the freez¬ 
ing point of pure mercury is at 32! degrees below o on this thermometer; for as there 
remained a little mercury ftill fluid in the tube, there feems to have been only pro¬ 
duced fufficient cold to freeze it, and as on its rifmg half a degree the mercury became 
fluid, the point of congelation is accurately determined.” 

“ Second experiment.—On the 9th January, 1785, between fix and half paft feven 
in the evening, l made the following experiments in prefence of Mr. Epinus, Mr. Coxe, 
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and other rembmeit. I inferted the mercurial thermometer ufecl in the lad experiment 
in a portion of the purified mercury, N' 1 1 , and placed them in the cold mixture: the 
thermometer fell flowly to twenty-two and a half degrees, and was ftationary fometime, 
whiift we perceived the mercury in the tube freezing round the fides, fo as to produce 
a coating like tin foil in the Leyden phial; on tranfportmg it to a fecond glafs of cold 
mixture, the thermometer fell in five minutes to thirty-fix degrees, where it remained 
fiationary during the time of its continuance in the mixture. What was remarkable in 
this experiment,•the mercury in the thermometer was dill fluid, although its bulb was 
frozen into that contained in the tube ; for on reverfmg the inftrument, the mercury 
ran out of the bulb into the ftem. Now, here is a proof that mercury may be cooled 
three and a half degrees below its freezing point without becoming folid. 

“ Third experiment with native mercury.—It having been afierted, that a thermome¬ 
ter filled with highly reftified fpirits of wine, is better calculated to determine the freez¬ 
ing point of mercury, than one filled with the fame metal, becaufe it refills congelation 
longer, I plunged the fpirit thermometer into the tube containing the native mercury. 
Having placed the apparatus in the glvds with the refrigerant mixture for five minutes, 
and tranfported it into a fecond glafs, the fpirit falling in the thermometer to thirty-two, 
we examined the mercury, and found it frozen, although the fpirits of wine remained 
fluid and the thermometer Hood at the fame degree, (not only while the apparatus re¬ 
mained in the cold mixture, but even after 1 tranfported it into a warm room) and kept 
it at the fame point, until a large part of the bulb of the thermometer was uncovered 
by the melting of the frozen mercury, drop by drop, into a glafs. 

3 a fourth experiment on common barometer mercury.— The mercurial thermometer 
ufed in the firft experiment eras plunged into this mercury, and placed in the glafs of 
cold mixture, and after remaining five minutes, was tranfported into a fecond glafs, where 
in four minutes the thermometer funk to thirty-eight, and remained ftationary. The 
fame Angular phenomenon prefented itfelf that appeared in the fecond experiment, 
with fome additions; viz. the mercury fublided to five and a half degrees below its freez¬ 
ing point on this thermometer, without becoming folid. 

Fifth experiment with the fame mercury.—l froze a little of this mercury, without 
inferring a thermometer, in order to try its malleability and fpecific gravity ; it flattened 
under the hammer, and of courfe is malleable, and funk in fluid mercury, which fhews 
that it contrafts confiderably in freezing, differing in this circumftance from common 
ice, which expands and fwims in water. 

“ Sixth experiment on mercury adulterated with tin.—The fpirit thermometer 
being plunged into this mercury, ftood at thirty-two when the mercury was frozen round 
its bulb. 

“ Seventh experiment on purified mercury, was on the 10th of January 1785 (are. 
petition of a former one) in the prefence of Profeffors Pallas and Ferber, and other gen¬ 
tlemen. I plunged the fpirit thermometer into a portion of Winterberger’s vivified 
mercury, and it fell to 32 degrees below o, whilft the mercury was freezing, and re¬ 
mained there after it became folid fo long as it ftood in the frigorific mixture. I then 
drew the thermometer out of the tube with its bulb froze into the mercury, and hung 
it on a nail in the open air; the metal melted flowly in drops, and the fpirit ft ill kept at 
the fame point until the greater part was thawed. We finifned thefe experiments by 
trying with the fpirit thermometer, what degree of cold was produced by a frefh frigo- 
rific mixture, which appeared to be juft 35 degrees below o. 

“ From the whole of thefe experiments, I am difpofed to conclude, that the freezing 
point of mercury is at 32 degrees below o on Reaumur’s thermometer, or 40 of 

Fahrenheit, 
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Fahrenheit, and that common mercury does not freeze with a lefs degree of cold than 
pure mercury. 

“Eighth experiment.—February i, 1785, a favourable cold of 15 degrees offering 
this evening, we placed in the mixture lome revivified mercury, twice diflilled with 
fixed alkali by Winterberger, a preparation which has been faid to refilt a greater degree 
of cold than the others; but it froze in two and a half minutes, exactly at 32 degrees 
of Reamur’s mercurial thermometer, in the fir It glafs of cold mixture, and differed no 
wife from all the other forts except the following. 

tc Ninth experiment.—Mercury purified with antimony froze in two different experi¬ 
ments at 30 degrees with a fpirit thermometer, and in one with a mercurial thermo¬ 
meter at 32 degrees, fo that there appears a difpofirion in this preparation to freeze vvi b 
a lefs degree of cold than the others; but it mull be remarked, that it has a blackilh 
dull colour and fluggifii motion. 

“ Tenth experiment.—Mr. Coxe being curious to try the malleability of mercury 
diflilled with alkali, which has a bright and fluid appearance, I froze fome of it in a tube, 
at the fame time cooling the hammer in the refrigerant mixture, fo as to acquire the 
fame temperature as the frozen mercury, defending the iron from the adlion of the ni¬ 
trous acid by means of a glafs cylinder. This mercury bore feveral flrofces of the cold 
hammer, flattening like a leaden bullet. 

“ Eleventh experiment.—I laftly froze fix drachms of common mercury, containing 
twelve times as much tin foil as in experiment the fixthj but even this quantity of alloy 
which rendered it almofl: an amalgama, did not difpofe it to freeze with lefs than 32 de¬ 
grees of Reamur. 

“ February 16, O. S.—A cold of 24 degrees offering moft unexpectedly this morn¬ 
ing, fo late in thefeafon, and another experiment being fuggefled to me by an ingenious 
friend, Mr. Romme, to put the point of congelation of pure mercury ftill in a clearer 
light, I tried it about mid-day, when the cold was diminifhed 4 degrees in the fhade. 

** Mr. Romme remarked, that mercury takes up much more biftnuth than tin without 
lofing its fluidity or colour, and as bifmuth is a metal oftener ufed to adulterate it, and 
difficult to be feparated, he thought a mixture of them was a proper fubjefl: of experi¬ 
ment to decide the queftion. 1 accordingly prepared an amalgama fo thick, that it fil- 
vered glafs like a mirror by merely running over it, and adhered fo fad as not to be re¬ 
moved without fcraping. But the freezing point of this very impure mercury was the 
fame as the others j viz. 32 degrees of Reaumur, by the mercurial thermometer. The fpirit 
thermometer being employed to.fry the cold of the frigorific mixture, to my furprize fell 
no lower than the other thermometer inferted in the mercury contained as ufual in a tube. 

“ Thus ended my experiments this feafon; and I may venture to draw the following 
inferences: 

** The point of congelation of mercury is at 32 degrees below o on Reaumur. 

“There appears no difference in the point of congelation of purified and common 
mercury, except one preparation with antimony, which feems to congeal with a lefs de¬ 
gree of cold than all the others. 

“ In fome circumftances mercury may be cooled below its freezing point, without 
lofing its fluidity, even as far as 5I degrees, whilft the portion in which the bulb of the 
thermometer is plunged, becomes folid. 

“ Thefe experiments do not affeft the credit of the mercurial thermometer, as an 
accurate inftrument for meafuring the degrees of heat from the point of boiling water 
to that of the congelation of mercury *, but no conciufions can be drawn from its mo- 
tions below this point, as they depend on the contraction of the metal in a folid flare 

which 
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which ought to be carefully diflinguifhed from the contraction which takes place whitfl ' 
it preferves its fluidity ; therefore the ideas we have formed of the cold obtaining in the 
habited countries near the poles, and the aftonifhing power of animals to refill it, mull 
be erroneous *, as they have been taken from the extraordinary defcent of the mercury 
in the thermometer, which we now know is derived from the contraction of the mercury 
when frozen, and not from fuel) an extraordinary degree of cold, which if it had taken 
place, mult have deftroyed the whole fyftem of organized bodies. 

« \Ve cannot, according to our prefent knowledge of the fubjeft, affert, that a much 
greater degree of cold exifts than the point of the congelation of mercury ; no other 
inflrument having been employed to afeertain it than the mercurial thermometer, which 
is now proved of no authority below 32 degrees of Reaumur. 

« But it appears, that a thermometer filled with highly rectified fpirits of wine pre¬ 
ferves its fluidity in a cold of 3 2 degrees of Reaumur, or 47 Fahrenheit, and pro¬ 
bably in a greater, which may therefore be employed in northern climates with more 
advantage than one filled with mercury. 

“ The furprifmg coincidence in the freezingbf mercury congealed in Siberia by natural 
cold, with that effected by means of artificial cold, merits attention, as they both fix the 
freezing point of mercury at 32 of Reaumur ; profeffor Laxman, particularly in a late 
paper to the Imperial Academy, declares, that he found common mercury conftantly 
become folid at 210 of De Lille (32 of Reaumur), and that in 1782, it continued folid 
for two months together. Dr. Pallas alfo, in the third volume of his Travels, men¬ 
tions the fame phenomenon taking place about the fame part of the fcale.” 

In addition to Dr. Guthrie’s remarks, I fliall offer a few obfervarions. 

From a careful review of Mr. Hutchins’s experiments, and a comparifon of the ther¬ 
mometers which he employed on that occafion, Mr. Cavendilh t concludes, that the 
true point at which quickfilver froze on Mr. Hutchins’s thermometer, graduated accord¬ 
ing to the fcale Fahrenheit, was 40; and a thermometer adjufted in the manner recom¬ 
mended by the Committee of the Royal Society, freezes in 38^, or, in whole numbers,. 
39 below freezing point, or 314 of Reaumur which anfwers to the conclufioif*drawnby 
Dr. Guthrie from his experiments, eftimating the point of mercurial congestion at 32 
of Reaumur, or 40 below o of Fahrenheit. 

As the degree of artificial cold requifite to congeal quickfilver was greatly mifeon- 
ceived and exaggerated, a fimilar mifconception alfo prevailed with refpeft to the degree 
of natural cold neceffary to the fuccefs of the experiment. 

Dr. Guthrie however proves, that the congelation fucceeded in a cold not exceeding 
o of Fahrenheit; and fubfequent experiments made at Oxford by Mr. Walker lliew, 
that a verv fmall degree of natural cold is fufficient to obtain for the frigorific mixture 
the degree of cold neceffary to congeal quickfilver. Mr. Walker froze quickfilver in 
a mixture of equal parts of vitriolic acid and Itrong fuming nitrous acid with fiiow, the 
temperature of the atmofphere being only at 30, or 2 degrees below freezing point.. He 
has alfo Ihewn, that it may be'even frozen in fuinmer, in the hotteft climates, by a par¬ 
ticular combination of the frigorific mixtures, without the ufe of ice J. 


* Sir Cliarles Eragden ingenioufly infers, from a comparifon of natural cold, during a furies of years, at 
Albany Fort, meafnred by a Ipirit thermometer, and of artificial cold produced by freezing mixtures, that 
the extreme artificial cold produced by fnow and nitrous acid correfponds pretty cxaftly with the extreme 
of natural cold in the molt rigorous climates, which can be well inhabited ; and does not exceed 46“ of a 
ftandard mercnvial thermometer of Fahrenheit, Phil. Tranfac. vol. lxxiii p. 387. 

■f Phil. Tranfac. vol. lxxiii. part 2. page 321. 

J Walker’s Experiments on the Production of Artificial Cold, Phil. Tranfac. vol. Ixxviii. p. 395 '—Alio 
Walker’s Experiment? on the Congelation of Quickfilver in England, Phil. Tranfac, for 17by, vol. Ixxix. 
part 2. p. 199. 
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I fhall clofe this chapter with feme curious experiments made in Siberia by Dr. 
Pallas, for afeertaining the difference of the heat in animals during their torpid and 
natural ftates* 

Pallas having made an incifion into the abdomen of a hedge-hog, during its tor¬ 
pid ftate, and placed Fahrenheit's thermometer in the belly, the mercury rofe only 
to and the animal gave no more ligns of feeling than if a&uaily dead, as well 
whilft the incifion was making, as when the wound was fewing up ; the animal 
being conveyed immediately into a warm room, gradually recovered from its lethargy, 
and walked about the chamber with as much infenfibility as if no operation had been 
performed, ■ * 

Pallas kept this hedge-hog in his houfe from December to the end of March ; and 
although the heat of the apartment was feidom under 60 degrees, yet it eat no food, and 
was never out of its torpid ftate, except once or twice, when it was placed behind die 
ftove, in a heat from 77 to So. Roufed by that expedient, it was awakened from its 
lethargy, took a few turns about the room, and eat a few morfels j but foon lay down 
again, and paffed its torpid months as nature ordains. 

Probably the bodies of thefe aniininls, which ileep during winter, are gradually 
prepared for the torpid ftate by a deficiency of food, and a confeq 11 ent diminution of 
natural heat; for a thermometer plunged in the bellies of marmots and hedge-hogs 
in their natural ftate, rofe to 76, 79, 81, 86, 88, 99, 99^, namely, from 364 de¬ 
grees to 50 higher than it rofe when plunged into the belly of the hedge-hog in its 
torpid ftate. 

The following faft alfo feems to illuftrate the conjeflure, that a certain ftate of body 
predifpofes to a torpid ftate. A tame marmot, which had become extremely fat during 
fummer in the pvofeffor's houfe, continued awake during the whole winter, although 
expofed to the fame cold which threw the whole fpecies into their tprpid ftate in that 
part of Siberia ; nor was the doftor able to render it torpid, even with the aftiftance of 
the ice-cellar, wherein he fometimes confined it during feveral days. 

By comparing this experiment with the fleeping hedge-hog, which Pallas was not 
able to roufe during the whole winter, except for very fliort intervals, though expofed 
to a heat of between 77 and 80 degrees \ it feems to follow, that a certain ftate of body 
is neceflary to aftift nature in laying afieep fame animals, to which they are gradually 
brought by a deficiency of nourifhment at the beginning of winter, when they fhut up 
their holes, and retire to reft from inftindt $ and that the impulfe of the circulation and 
animal fpirits, arifing from heat or nutrition, fupcrledes the necefiity of the torpid ftate, 
and prevents their falling afteep. 

It is alfo a curious circumftance in the ceconomy of nature, that Pallas found the heat 
of birds more confiderable than that of quadrupeds; namely, from 103 to 1 \ 1 degrees; 
a wife arrangement of Providence, in proportioning the heat of the winged tribe to the 
fuperior cold obtaining in that part of the atmofphere where they range* 
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C.Nap. .Vir _ Palace and Gardens of Tzarfkoc-Zelo.—Oranienbaum. —Hijlory of Prince 

Mentchikof.—Fori refs.—Apart men ts of Peter III.—Palace and Gardens of Peterhof— 
Dutch Ploufe built by Peter the. Great.—Scbluffelburgh.—Origin, Hi/lory, and Defcrip- 
tion of the Port refs. 

THE feafon of the year being far advanced on our arrival at Peterfburgh, we had no 
time or opportunity to vifit many places in the neighbourhood of that capital, yet we 
contrived, before the approach of winter, to make excurfions to Tzarfkoe-Zelo, Orani- 
enbaum, Peterhof, and Schlufielburgh. 

Tzarlkoe-Zelo, an imperial palace, fifteen miles from Peterlburgh, is the favourite 
fummer refidence of the Emprefs, where flie lives in a more retired manner than at 
Peterhof. This palace, built by Elizabeth, is a brick edifice ftuccoed white, of difpro- 
portionate length, and in a heavy ftyle of architedure. The capitals of the outfide pil¬ 
lars, as alfo many of the other exterior ornaments, together with the wooden ftatutes 
which fupport the cornice and adorn the roof, are all gilded, and exhibit a tawdry 
appearance. The apartments are large and magnificent: fome fitted up in the old ftyle 
of gaudy profufion; others in a lefs fplendid but more elegant tafte, by the prefent 
Emprefs. One room is much admired, being richly incrufted with amber, a prefent from 
the King of Prufila. 

Having viewed the palace, we walked round the gardens, which are laid out in the 
Englifli tafte, and agreeably diverfified with lawn, wood, and water. Among feveral 
bridges, we were particularly ftruck with one, built after the model of Lord Pembroke's 
Palladian bridge at Wilton. It is exa&ly of the fame fize, but more magnificent, the 
lower part being of granite, and the colonade of marble. The marble was hewn and 
worked in Siberia by an Italian artift, who employed nine years in completing it*, from 
Siberia it was tranfported by water to Peterfburgh, and from the capital to Tzarlkoe- 
Zelo by land It was a pleafmg fatisfaclion to obferve our works of tafte introduced 
into thefe diftant and formerly inhofpitable regions. Several buildings were fcattered 
about the gardens, raifed in honour of thofeperfons who diftinguilhed themfelves in the 
imperial fervice. Among thefe I remarked a triumphal arch to Prince Orlof, for check¬ 
ing the progrefs of the plague at Mofcow; a building to Count Alexey Orlof, in me¬ 
mory of the naval vi&ory at Tcheime; and an obelifk to Marfhal Romantzof, for his 
fucceffes again ft the Turks. 

Our next excurfion was to Peterhof, Oranienbaum, and Cronftadt # . 

The road lay at a finall diftance from the Gulf of Finland, at firft through a flat dif- 
trift, chiefly marfhy, producing pafture and little corn. On our left extended a ridge 
of low hills, which once formed the boundary of the Gulf, when it fpread over a larger 
fpace than it covers at prefent. We afeended this ridge; obferved on our left the con¬ 
vent of St. Sergius, and on our right the palace of Strelna, begun by Elizabeth, but 
never finilhed. About four miles further we pafled by Peterhof; and proceeded to 
Oranienbaum, through a country covered with foreft. 

The palace of Oranienbaum, near the Gulf of Finland, at the diftance of twenty-feven 
miles from Peterfburgh, was erected by Prince Mentchikof, in the meridian of a power 
to which fcarcely any fubjeft but himfelf has ever arrived. The rife of this extraordi¬ 
nary man is varioufly related by different authors. Some aflert that he was apprentice 

# Cronftadt will be deferibed in the chapter which treats of the Ruftkn navy 
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to a paftry-cook, and fold pies in the ftreets of Mofcow ; that Peter flopping to con- 
verfe with him, was ftruck with his ready-wit and quick repartees, took him into his 
fervice, and advanced him, by rapid promotions, to the height of favour which he after¬ 
wards enjoyed: others declare, that lie was the fon of a groom belonging to the court, 
and was cafually placed about the perfon of the Emperor *. JBoth thefe accounts, how¬ 
ever contradiftory to each other, fufficiently fliow the uncertainty of his origin ; and 
indeed it is no wonder that the genealogy of an upftart favourite fhould not be exactly 
traced. The earl left account upon record concerning him is, that, in 1687, he was 
one of the youths f whom Peter formed into a corps, and difdplined after the Eu¬ 
ropean manner. The young Tzar was only fifteen years old, and Mentchikof, then 
known by the name of Alexafca , or Little Alexander, of rhe fame age ; and being re¬ 
markably a£tive in his exercife, was obferved by Le Fort, and recommended to Peter. 
Several perfons of this company were afterwards promoted very high in the Ruffian 
fervice, and many circumftances concurred to forward the advancement of Mentchikof. 
He rendered himfelf remarkably ufeful to the Tzar in his plans ot reformation; he paid 
particular attention to foreigners, whom Peter was continually drawing into his fervice > 
he ftudied his mafler’s character and temper, and knew how to lubinit to the groffefl 
infults. “ The Tzar,” lays Gordon, who was himfelf an eye-witnefs, “ often kicked 
him publicly, and beat him like a dog; fo that the by-ftanders concluded him undone; 
but always next morning the peace was made up, which people believed could nor pro¬ 
ceed but from fome preternatural caufe £.”, 

One in fiance of his implicit obedience to the commands of the Tzar, and dexterity 
m performing them, is recorded by Korb, fecretary to the Auilrian embafly. Peter was 
accuflomed to affift at the examination of the prifoners who were accufed ot high rrea- 
fon, and was prefent at the tortures infiidled to iorce oonfeihon; lie frequently attended 
at their execution; fometimes performed the office of executioner §, afid occafionally 
configned that talk to his favourites and principal nobles. Soon after the infurrection 
of the Strelitz in 1698, Peter fcornfully reproached many of the nobles who trembled 
at being compelled to behead fome rebels; adding in a ft rain of fangumary juftice, “No 
victim is more acceptable to the Deity than a wicked man.” Mentchikof, however, 
did not labour under fuch delicate feelings ; for as a prelude to the execution of one 
hundred and fifty Strelitz, he drove through the ftreets of Mofcow in a fledge, bran- 
difhing a naked fvvord ||, and boafted of his adroitnefs in cutting oft twenty heads. He 
did not, however acquire the confidence of Peter merely by acts of buffoonery and 
cruelty, but by his fuperior abilities both as aflatefman and a foldier a [f. Being chofen 
by the Emperor for the companion of his travels, he was created Prince of the German 
empire, and rapidly elevated to the higheft employments both in the civil and military 
line. On particular occafions he was even permitted to perfonate his Sovereign, by 

* The former opinion, that he was a paftry-cook’s boy, feems to be the mofl probable, as it is preferred 
by Weber, Manftein, Bruce. 

■\ Muller’s Nachricht von der Urfprunge des Preobafchenkifchen, See. in Journal of St. Peter/burgh for 
March, 1778, p. 173. Furft Menzikow war einer den erften Potefchnii. See alfo Manftein, p. 11. 

J Gordon’s Life of Peter, vol. it. p. 278. Korb alfo fays. 11 Alexafcam vtrd favoritam fuum, glad to 
accinflum inter tripudia deprehendens, deponendi gladii morem inflifto colapho docuit; cujus impetum fan- 
gttis ex naribus abunde defluus fatis, teftatus eft,” p. 84. 

§ " Qninque rehellium capita a noblifjimd Mo/covia maiiu fecuri efle amputata.” Korb Diarium, p. 1 y O. 

]j Qjlendit ad hue to me/perc fspe diSti: Alexander, carpento per omnia urbit compUia veSut, creberrinid midi etifts 
ejicntotionc, quam fanguinolentam crajlini did trageediam expeflaret. Cruddior Alexafca de viginti decujftt capifftbut 
gloriabatur. Korb. p.330. 

15 At the battle of Pultawa he had three horfes fhot under him. 
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pivlnn- public audience to foreign ambaffadore; while Peter, averle to the pomp of 
royalty, appeared as a private perfon in his iuite* So great indeed was the afcendency 
which this favourite acquired over the Kmperor, as to occafiona report among thskui- 
fians, that he fafeinated by witchcraft the mind of his mailer. 

On the death of Peter the power of Mentchikof was ftill more unbounded, Catha¬ 
rine, chieflv indebted to his affiftance for her elevation to the, throne, gratefully refigned 
to him the foie atbliiniftration of affairs; his authority continued imdiminiflied to the 
moment of her deceafe, and the claufe in her will', by which flieordered her fucceffor 
Peter II. to efpoufe the Prince’s daughter, was at once a proof of his afcendency and her 
gratitude. 

Hife intrigues and power, his ambition and arrogance, his diireLpeciruI behaviour to 
Peter II. f,°and the peculiar circumftances of his difgrace are related in the Memoirs oi 
Manflein J. Being arreffed, in September, 17273 wasimpr Toned at Berefof, a final! 
town upon the river Oby, in a wooden hovel incloled with pal Ufa does, wheie he ended 
his days, He fupported his difgrace with firmnefs and refignation §: he received a 
daily allowance of ten roubles, from which he even faved a fufficieiicy to build a wooden 
church, and amufed himfelf by affifting the workmen in the conftruffion. He furvived 
liis fall two years and five months, dying in November, 1729, of an apoplexy j|. 

The wife of Pritfce Mentchikof, affe&ed with hfer huibanTs difgmce, became blind 
with weeping, and expired on the road to Berefof. One of Ins daughters died befoie 
her father In' prifon; and his fumving fon and daughter were releafed at the acceffi on 
of the Emprefs Anne. The daughter was married to Guftavus Siren, brother to the 
Duke of CourUmd, and the fon promoted in the army, A grandfon of Prince Ment*. 
chikof is now living 1 he is an officer in the Ruffian army, and inherits the name, but 
neither the riches or power of his grandfather* 

Soon after the fall of Mentchikof, the palace of Oramenbaum was converted into an 
hofpital for failors; but was afterwards chofen by Peter the Third for his favourite 
refid ence. The body of the edifice was built by Mentchikof, and confids of two Tories, 
containing a range of fmall apartments \ the wings, which are long buildings ot one 
Tory, were added by the Emperor* 

Faffing from the palace to the fortrefs, we obferved a miniature model of a citadel, 
made by order of Peter III* when he firtt contracted a fondnefs for military ftudies, for 
the purpofe of learning practical fortification> The fortrefs, which is lurrounded with 
a ditch and rampart, and ftrengthened with bafiions, was raifed by Peter when Great 
Duke, and contains a building called the governor^ houfe, which he generally inhabited 
himfelf, and into which he admitted only his officers and favourites, while his court re¬ 
sided in the palace. Near it were barracks for a fmall garrifon, fome wooden houfes 
for the principal officers, and a fmall Lutheran chapel, where the HoUiein foldiers 
affembled for divine fervice. The governor's houfe is a brick building ftuccoed, with 
four windows in front, and contains eight fmall rooms* It remains exactly in the fame 
ftate as during the life-time of the Emperor, neither the furniture, nor the bed, in which 

• Gordon fuppnfes that this will was forged by Fmicc Mentchikof; a fijppofifion for which there is not 
the halt proof. We mul l diftingui'fli between thofe parts of ^Gordon’s hiftory, which relate to events while 
he was in Ruffia, anti the others which he wrote after lie quitted that country In 17U1 He fpeaks worfe 
of Prince Menichlkof than he Teems £0 deferve, and particularly arraigns his courage. # , 

f Manic giveSj amongtl others, the following mitances of his arrogance., <c Lorfqu-il ccrivoit au jeune 
Empereur il Ictraitoit de his et fous-fignoit la lettre; Votre Pere Menfchikow. Aus eglifes 11 fe mettok a 
la tribune de P Empereur,” &c. Ebauche, &c. p* $7. 

| 1 \ 2. to p. 13* § Manikin, p, 10, \\ See Schmidt Matenahen, p. H 3 * 
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he flept the night preceding his depofition, being removed. The bedftead was fur* 
nilhed with curtains of pink and fdver brocade, ornamented with plumes of red and 
white feathers, and the coverlet was of white fatin. Adjoining is a neat cabinet, hung 
with light brown filk, upon which were feveral figures worked by the Emprefs. 

From the fortrefs we were conducted to a large gallery of pictures, colle&ed by the 
Emperor, Among feveral portraits of that unfortunate Prince, one was pointed out to 
to us as a fir iking refembiance; he is painted in his Holllein uniform, the complexion 
is fair, and the hair light j there is no exprefiion in the features, and the countenance is 
effeminate. 

In the garden is an elegant pavilion, conftructed by order of the Emprefs when Great 
Duthefs; it contains eighteen apartments, each furniflied in the ftyte of different coun¬ 
tries, and is fituated in the midft of a thick plantation. The approaches being circular, 
we had not the leaft glimpfeof the building until we arrived; and as it generally caufes 
an emotion of fur prize, it has, for that reafon, received the appellation of Ha ! 

In the gardens of Qranienbaum is an extraordinary building, denominated the Moun¬ 
tain for fledges, called alfb by fome travellers the Flying Mountain. It (lands in the 
middle of an oblong area, enclofed by an open colonade half a mile in circumference, 
fupporting a flat roof, which is ratfed for the accommodation of fpeftarors. The flying 
mountain is a long wooden ftru&ure, fupported on brick walls, reprcfenting an undu¬ 
lating lurface of ground, or a mountain compofed of three principal declivities, gradu¬ 
ally diminifiiing in height, with intermediate fpaces refembliug vallies: from the futn- 
mit of the flrrnfhire to the further extremity is a floored way, in which three parallel 
groves are formed. A finali carriage, containing one perfon, being placed in the cen¬ 
tre groove upon the highelt point, ruflies with great rapidity down the firfl declivity ; 
the velocity acquired in the defcent carries it up the feeond and third, and it glides fwiftly 
to the extremity of the area; it is then placed in one of the fide grooves, and drawn up 
to the fummit by means of a windlafs. To a perfon unacquainted with the mechanilin 
of this Angular firu£ture, this entertainment would appear tremendous; but as the 
grooves always keep the carriage in a due equilibrium, there is not the leaft danger of 
being overturned. At the top of the flying mountain are handfome apartments for the 
accommodation of the court and principal nobility, and there is alfo room tor many 
thoufand fpeclators within the colonade and upon the roof. Near the flying moun¬ 
tain * is a ipacious amphitheatre, in which tournaments are ufiially exhibited. 

Peterhof is feven miles from Oranienbaum, and twenty from the capital: the palace 
Was begun by Peter the Great, and finilhed by Elizabeth. It is feated upon an emi¬ 
nence, and commands a fuperb view of Cronftadt, Peterlburgh, the intervening gulf, 
and the oppofite coaft of Carelia; it is magnificently furniflied, and the fuite of apart¬ 
ments is princely. The prefence-chamber is ornamented with the portraits of the love- 
reigns who governed Ruflia fince 1613. The mod confpicuous is a whole length of 
Catharine the Second, making her triumphant entry into Peterlburgh, the evening of 
the revolution which placed her upon the throne. She is reprefented dreffed in the 
uniform of the guards, with a branch of oak in her hat, a drawn fword in her hand, 
and mounted on a white fteed. 

The gardens of Peterhof have been celebrated for tafte and elegance ; and from the 
number of jet d’eaus, fountains, bafons, cafcades, and parterres, have been compared to 
thofe of Verfailles. Thefe gardens, which at the time of their formation, were greatly 

* Dr. King, in Tito EITay on tie Effe-fts of Cold, has dcfcribtd another kitid of Flying Mountain, which 
was crofted at Tzarfleoe Z.clc; ii was taken down when 1 faw the place. 
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admired in this country, though not congenial to the tafte of the Emprefs, are fuffered 
to remain in their prefent ftate ; as during fuminer Her Majefty principally refides at' 
Tzarflkoe-Zelo, where the grounds are difpofed in a more modern and pleafing manner. 

I lhall not detain the reader with a defcription of Giver dolphins and gilded Itatues, 
which are fcattered in great profufion ; but I cannot omit a childilh conceit of two gla¬ 
diators placed in a bafon of water ; they are reprefented, not with the antient weapons, 
the fword and buckler, but with the more modem inftruments of war, a brace of piftols, 
which they level at each other in hoftile attitudes, and the water ruflies impetuoufly from ‘ 

the barrels. . 

Parr of the garden lies between the palace and the gulr, and contains, among other 
buildings, a houfe titrated on the margin of the water, which is worthy of particular ob- 
fervation becaufe it was the favourite retreat of Peter I. As the houfe and furniture 
have been preferved with religious veneration in their original ftate, we can form fbme 
idea of the plain and frugal limplicity in which that great monarch was accuHomed to 
live This houfe being built foon after his return from Holland, and fitted up in the 
tafte of that country, was known by the appellation of the Dutch houfe: he ufed alfo 
to call it Monplaifir , the name by which it is now diftinguiflied. Being fubject to fe¬ 
vers, he imagined the fea air * beneficial to his conftitution, and for that reafon caufed 
this fmall houfe to be placed clofe to the Gulf of Finland. It is of brick, of one flory, 
and roofed with iron, the windows reach from the ground to the top, which, added to 
the length and lownefs of the building, give it the appearance of a green-houfe. The 
habitable part confifts of a hall and fix fmall rooms, which are furnilhed in the neateft 
and plainelt manner. The mantle pieces are ornamented with curious old porcelain, 
which he greatly prized as being brought into Rulfia when the communication was firft 
opened with China. The bed-room is fmall, white-waffied, and the floor covered with 
a coloured fail-cloth. It contains a barrack bedftead without curtains, and I obferved 
that the fheets were remarkably fine. The galleries on each fide, and two fmall rooms, 
are hung with pictures of the Dutch and Flemilh fchools; among thefe were feveral por¬ 
traits of IItimfelf under the character of mafter Peter, when he worked at Savdain; and 
one of his favourite miftrefs, the beautiful Dutch girl. 

Being anxious to vifit every remarkable place in the neighbourhood of this city, I 
went tcT Schluffelburgh ; a fortrefs often mentioned in the Ruffian hiftory, and cele¬ 
brated for the number and rank of the ftate prifoners who have been there confined. 

Schluffelburgh is forty miles from Peterlburgh; the road runs the whole way by the 
.fide of the Neva, which flows with a full ftream in a broad and winding channel ; the 
banks, which are fteep and high, are ftudded with villages, and country houfes impend- 
ing over the water. The village of Schluffelburgh, which is fituated on each fide of 
the Neva, contains three hundred wooden houfes, and two thoufand eight hundred 

inhabitants. . . 

The fortrefs is built upon a fmall ifland of the Neva, at the point where it iffuesfrom 
the lake Ladoga. The breadth of the ftream is three quarters of a mile, and the current 
remarkably rapid. 


* “ Le czarprlt a Riga une forte attaqne tie fievre rnaiidc Pour s’en remettre, HTclogea tine "huttame 
<k joins ilnv; U11 miffeau A fonavir. Pair des eajix reftanraitk fante. Pea de juvroeos pafTecs fans U 
relpirer. Be levant su point du joar, et dinatir a oiiztt Jieures du matin, 11 avait couiiinie^de faire un lorn— 
meil apre? le Tcpas. "Un He de rtpofl pour cet tifagt il drt lie flane la Ircgatte, et 11 y allait en toute faiion. 
Mtmt t<}rfqu , il fejaiirnait eu et-6 a Pet rHiotf, Pair (Its vaflta jardlns tie >ce palais lui fcmhlait etouffe, et ii 
conchait a rfonilfifir, roaifon, dont kteflots des la mer Invent un cote, et dont l’atitre conene an grand pare 
de Pcterlhoff. C’Stait fa reiiaite favorite. Il I’avait me abler de tableaux damans reprefemant des 
fecnes clian.pelres et maritirats, plaifantes pour la plupart.” Baffevitz, in B, H.M. IX. p. 33 V- 
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According to the Ruffian hiftorians, George Danilovitch, Great-Duke of Mofcoiv, 
during an expedition again!! Wiburgh in 1324* built a fmall fortrefs in the middle ot 
this illand, which was then called, from its oblong lhape, Qrekoflki Ollrof, or Nut 
■Illand; from this appellation the fortrefs took its name of Orekovetch, which was cor¬ 
rupted into Orefhek. Being befiegc'd and taken by Magnus King of Sweden, the 
Swedes iranflated the name into their own language, and. called it Noteborg. It again 
came into the polleffion of the Ruffians, who retained it until 1614, when Gultavus 
Adolphus forced thegarrifon to capitulate. Since this period the Swedes encircled the 
whole illand with a wall and battlements. 

In 17c2 Peter advanced to the frontiers of Sweden with a confidcrable army, and, 
after feveral ineffeftual attempts againft Noteborg, fent Prince Galitzin, Colonel of the 
Guards, at the head of a feleft corps, to take it by llorm- The troops being landed by 
means of rafts, clofc to the fortifications, which advance almofl to the edge of the water, 
were expofed to fo dreadful a carnage, that Peter, conceiving the aflault impracticable, 
lent orders for the Ruffians to retire. Galitzin refilled to obey. « Tell my fovereign,” 
he added, “ that I am no longer his fubject; having thrown myfelf under the protec- 
tioo of a power far fuperior to him.” Then, turning to his troops, he animated them by 
his voice and example, and, leading them to the attack, fealed the walls, and took the 
fortrefs. Peter, ftruck with this exploit, laid to him, “ Aik what you chufe, except 
Mofcowand Catharine.” The Prince, with a magnanimity which reflects high honour 
on his character, requeued the "pardon of his ancient rival Prince Repnin, who had been 
degraded by Peter from the rank of Marfhal to that of a common foldier ; he obtained 
his requefl, the confidence of his fovereign, the elleem of Repnin, and the applaufe of 
the public # . 

Peter changed the name of the fortrefs into Schluffelburgh, becaufe, from the im¬ 
portance of the fituation, he confidered it as the key t of his conquefls. From this pe¬ 
riod it has continued in the poffeffion of the Ruffians; but has been chiefly uled for a 
flate prifon. 

The illand, which lies midway between the banks of the Neva, is of an oblong fliape, 
i'carcely more than fix hundred yards in length, and two hundred and fixty in itsgreateft 
breadth. The walls, which lkirt ahnoft the whole circumference, are built with ftone 
and brick, about fifty feet high, from eleven to twenty thick, and lengthened with 
battlements and round towers. We palled over a draw-bridge into the fortrefs, which 
we examined, but without being permitted to enter any of the wards where the prifon- 
ers are confined. A range of corridors enclofes a large area, and contains feveral dun¬ 
geons for the prifoners. We obferved the windows of thefe dungeons clofed with 
brick, leaving towards their top a vacant fpace of a few inches fquare, which admits fo 
little light, that the unfortunate inhabitants have only a kind of twilight gloom. In the 
middle of the area is the governor’s houfe, and a fmall wooden cottage, wherein a 
Hate prifoner was confined. Further on we entered through a portcullis into the inte¬ 
rior fortrefs, built by George Danilovitch; it is one hundred and forty feet fquare, 
open at top, with Itone walls remarkably high. Within is the Ihell of a brick houfe of 
one ftory, which reaches from one fide to the other, and contains eleven rooms, each fe- 
venteen feet by twelve. This houfe was built by order of Peter III. with fuch expedi¬ 
tion, that it was begun and brought to its prefent Hate in lefs than fix weeks ; but his 

* T received tins anecdote from a defendant of Prince Galitzin, and llie truth was confirmed by many 
Ruffian noblemen* 

f ScMuITd in German figoifies a key \ and Peter affe&ed to give many places a German appellation* 

depoiirion 
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Jepofmon put an immediate flop to its proofs. The conftruaion of fo large a build- 
in* in fo fecure a place, and in fuch a finatl ipace of time, has always been deemed a 
my fiery; but there is great reafon to fuppofe that he intended it for his confort, whom 
he determined to divorce and impnfon. A few weeks before his depofition, Peter vi- 
fired Schluflelburgh, and faw Ivan; he examined this houfe with great attention, and 
feemed fatisfied with the expedition ol the workmen .. _ 

Several 0 ate prifoners of high rank have been confined in this fortrefs; among the 
molt remarkable are Maria t, After, and Eudocia|, firft wife of Peter the Great, who 
was here inaprilbned in one of the moft gloomy cells. Count Piper, minifter to Chat les 
XII. who was taken at the battle of Puitava, died here alter a lingering captivity. Biren 
Duke of Courland, and Regent of Rufiia, here exchanged the pomp of palaces for a 
loathfome dungeon, and the ill-fated Ivan, after an imprifonment ol twenty-three yeais, 

here fullered an untimely death § . .. 

Thefe melancholy ideas, heightened by the dreadful gloom, dead filence, and awful 
appearance of a few folitary centinels, communicated fuch an imprefiion as will not ea- 
fily be obliterated ; and even at this diftance of time and place, I fhudder at the recol¬ 
lect ion of a Ruffian fiate-prifon. 


* Bu&fiing fuppofts. that Peter conffrufled a houfe Tor Pence Ivan in the fortrefs of Schluflelburgh. 
Tins can mean no other houfe than that drfenbed in the tixt, which I am convinced wasdeligned for the 
Emprefs; but Bufching probably did not know that Ivan was removed to Itexholm the beginning ot 

Tune. Bufching, vol. vj. p. 5a e. , . , _ , , , , 

See the account of P.ince Ivan in book v.chap ii. m the next volume. Several authors who have writ¬ 
ten line e the death of the Emprefs. have advanced the fame opinion, though without the fmalltst. founda¬ 
tion. In facli luylferious traufaftions as thefe, difference of opinion run ft occur. _ , , 

| Marfa was imprifoned on fufpicion of being concerned With Alexey, was again releafed, and died at 

PC ±Eudfdawa\ 7 cfcoufedin 1689 to Peter the Great, and was delivered of Alexey In 1600. Her oppofit ion to 
PeTer’a plans of reformation and remonihances againll his incontinence, occafioned her divorce, which took 
place in i Ac 6 ; wlicn (he was compelled to afl'umc the veil, and confined in a convent at Sufdal. During her 
lvfidence in that convent, (he is reported to have formed a conntAion with General Glebor, and even to have, 
entered in to a contract of marriage by exchanging , ings. Encouraged by the prediitions of the Archbiftiop 
of Roftof, who, from a dream, announced to her the death ol Peter, and her immediate return to court, 
under the reign of her fon Alexdy, Ihe rc-attuned, it was find, her fecular drefs, and was publicly prayed for 
in the church of the convent under the name of the Emprefs Eudocia. Being conveyed to Mofcow .11 171b, 
and examined (he was. by order of her inhuman hufbaud, fcourged by two nuns, and impritoned in a Itnall 
cell in the convent of New Ladoga, without being fuffered to fee any one but the perfons who brought her 
food, w hich (lie d it (fed herftlf. From thence (he was removed to the fortrefs of behliiffelburgh. Being 
rcleafed on the acctffion of her grandfon Peter Ill. file repaired to Mofcow, was prrfent at bis coronation, 
as well as that of the Emprefs Anne, and expired ill the Devitthei nunnery, where Ihe held her court, in- 

17s i, in the JQlh year of herage |[. r .at o .. 

This Princefs, though certainly a weak woman, perhaps was not fo guilty as (he was reprefented by Peter. 
Mrs Vigor, who faw and converfed with her at Mofcow in 1731, affiires us, that Glebof “ underwent 
fuch repeated tortures, as it was thought no creature could have borne, with great conitancy, perfittmg in 
his own and her innocence during his torments. At laft the Tzar hrnifelf came to him, and offered him 
pardon if he would confefs. He fpit in the Tzar's face, and told htm, he fhould difdain to fpeak to him,, 
hut he thought himfelf obliged to clear his miftrefs, who was as virtuous a woman as any in the world,- &c. 
Letters from a Lady in Ruifia, p. 44, 46- Alfo Voltaire, Schmidt, &c. 
j For an account of his death fee book v. chap. ii. 

JJ Schmidt. Gen. Tab. in his Ruff. Gef. 


<Shap» 


7°4 


COXE’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


Chap. Vltl. — Divine Service in the Slavonian and Greek Tongue, performed by the Arch' 
bi/hop of Mofcow. —Bkjfing of the Waters.—Public Fcajl gi ven to the Populace. — Be- 
feription of (he vapour Baths. 

THE reader in the prefen t chapter, will meet with various ceremonies and national 
eu(loins, which will follow each other in an unconnected detail, but which were too cu¬ 
rious to be omitted. 

During our (lay at Peterfburgh, one Sunday morning, at nine o’clock, we, in com¬ 
pany with Sir James Harris, had the honour of attending Prince Potemkin to the Arch- 
bifliop of Mofcow', in order to be prefent at a Sdavonian and Greek fervice. This 
learned Prelate, whofe name is Plato, received us with great politenels, and, at the clofe 
of a (hort converfation, conducted us into the church. On his entrance the chorifters 
began a (hort hymn *, which they finifhed as he approached the fhrine; having then 
faid a (hort prayer, he placed himfelf upon a raifed feat in the middle of the church f; 
and taking off his mandyas, or common garment, the attendant priefts kiffed his hand, 
while they delivered to him the different parts of the coftly pontifical veftments, which, 
in receiving, he raifed to his lips |, before he inverted himfelf with them. He alfo 
placed on his head a crown richly ornamented with pearls and precious (tones. We 
were informed, that this drefs is fimilar to the imperial robe, formerly worn by the Greek 
Emperors of Conftantinople, which they permitted the fupreme dignitaries of the church 
to put on at the time of fervice ; and the fame attire ftill continues to diftinguifli the 
hierarchy of the Greek church eftabliflied in Ruflia from the lower orders. 

The Archbilhop being robed, repaired to the flirine within the great folding-doors, 
and foon afterwards began the celebration of divine worfhip. Part of the fervice was 
performed in the Sdavonian tongue by the different priefts, and part by the archbilhop 
in the Greek language, which he pronounced according to the accent of the modern 
Greeks. In conformity to the rules of the church, no organ, or any other mufical in- 
ftrument, was introduced j but the vocal harmony, which confided in hymns, was ex¬ 
ceedingly plcafing. Lighted tapers and incenfe feemed no Ids effential parts of their 
worfhip than among the Roman Catholics. 

Towards the conclufion of the prayers, the archbirtiop and clergy retired into the 
Ihrine, to receive the communion. The folding-doors were immediately (hut, and none 
of the laity § at that time partook of this rite; but we, as ftrangers, were allowed to 
view what paifed through a fide door that was left open for that purpofe. The commu¬ 
nicants ftood during the ceremony; and the wine was, according to ufual cuftom, 
mixed with warm water; the bread, which was cut into fmall pieces, was put into the 
wine ; and the elements of both kinds were given at the fame time in a fpoon. 

The whole fervice lafted about an hour. The Archbilhop, having pronounced the 
final benedi&ion, again feated himfelf in the middle of the church, diverted himfelf of 
his pontifical garments, and clothed himfelf in his common robe. We then followed 

* (t The Lord*s Dame is praifed From the nfmg of the ftin to the going down of the fame,” Pfaltn 
csiii 3* 

f TheBifhops alone have the privilege of robing themfelvcs in the middle of the church ; the common 
priefts put on theit ecclefiafticai veftments in the fhrine 

£ In order to kifs the ciofs* which is embroidered upon each part of the drefs, 

^ The laity generally receive the facrament once or twice in the year, 

him 
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him to his houfe, where we found a collation, confifting of an eel pye, a fterlet, red and 
pickled herrings, and various forts of liqueurs and wines. After enjoying for fome time 
the intelligent and entertaining converfarion of the Archbiftiop, who fpoke fluently the 
French tongue, we made our acknowledgments, and retired. 

Before our departure from the metropolis, we had an opportunity of being prefent 
at another religious rile of a more public nature, the bleffing of the Waters ; which 
was 'performed on the 6th of January, O. S. January 17th, N. S. though not with 
its ancient pomp and magnificence. This ceremony ufed to be held upon the Neva; on 
which occafion the Sovereign attended in perfon upon the ice, and all the regiments of 
guards were drawn out in great foleinuity. Its pomp, though fUll fplendid, is now much 
diniinifhed. 

On the frozen fur face of a fmall canal, between the admiralty and the palace, was 
erefted an octagon pavilion of wood, painted green, and ornamented with boughs of fir; 
it was open at the fules, and crowned by a dome, fupported by eight pillars. On the 
top was the figure of St. John with the crofs, and four paintings, reprelenting fome mi¬ 
racles of our Saviour; in the inlide a carved image of the Holy Spirit, under the em¬ 
blem of a dove, was fufpended, as is ufual in the fanCtuaries of the Greek churches. 
The floor of this edifice was carpeted, excepting a fquare vacancy in the middle, in which 
an opening wzs cut in the ice, and a ladder let down into the water. The pavilion was 
enclofed by pallifadoes, adorned with boughs of fir, and the intermediate fpace alfo co • 
vered with carpets. From one of the windows of the palace a fcafiolding was erected, 
ornamented with red cloth, which reached to the extremity of the canal. 

At the time appointed, the F.tnprefs appeared at the window of the palace, and the 
Archbiihop, who was to perform the benediction, paffed at the head of a numerous pro- 
cefiion along the fcaffo!ding into the octagon, round which were drawn up a few foldier? 
of each regiment quartered at Peterihurgh. After having pronounced a few prayers *, 
he defeended the ladder, plunged a crofs into the water, and then fprinkled the colours 
of each regiment. At the cOndufion of this ceremony the Archbiihop retired, and the 
people rulhed in crowds into the oftagon f, drank wilh eagernefs the water, 
l’prinkled it upon their clothes, and carried i’ome of it away for the purpofe of purifying 
their houfes. 

On the 6th of December we were witnefs to a very Angular entertainment given to 
the public by. a Ruffian, who had acquired a large fortune by farming, during four 
years only, the right cf vending fpirituous liquors. On furrendering his contract, lie 
gave, as a proof of his gratitude to the lower clafs of people, by whom he had enriched 
himfelf, a fcall near the garden of the fummer-palace, which was announced by hand¬ 
bills distributed throughout the city. As ft rangers, defirous of obferving the national 
manners, we did not fail to be prefent at this caroufal, which commenced at two o’clock 
in the afternoon. A large ferni-circular table was covered with all kinds of provifion, 
piled in different fliapes, and in the greateft profufion. Large flices of bread and ca¬ 
viare, dried fturgeon, carp, and other fifli, were ranged a great height, in the form of, 
pent-houfes and pyramids, and garnilhed with craw-filh. onions, and pickles. Indif¬ 
ferent parts of the grounds were rows of calks full of Jpirituous liquors, and Hill larger 
veffels of wine, beer, and quafs. Among the decorations I obferved the reprefentation 

* The reader will find the ceremonies and prayers ufed on this occafion, in Ur. King’s Rites of the Greek 
Church, p. 386, 

■f- I was informed that fome of the populace plunged into the water, and that others dipped jheir children 
into it ; bat as I was not myfelf witnefs to thefe circumftances, 1 cannot vouch for iheir truth. 
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of an immcnfe whale in pafleboard, Covered with cloth and gold or filver brocade, and 
filled in the in fide with bread, dried fifii, and other provifions. 

All forts of games and diverfibns were exhibited for the arnuCement of the populace* 
At the extremity of the grounds was a large 1 qua re of ice well fwept for the/batters; 
near which were two machines like the twinging vehicles at Bartholomew Fair. One 
of chefe machines confuted of two crofsdieauis fixed horizontally to a pole in die centre 
by means of a*pkvot; from the ends of the beams hung four fledges, in which the peo¬ 
ple /bated thcmfelves, and were turned round with great velocity ; the other had four 
wooden horfes fulpended from the beams, and the riders were whirled round in the like 
manner as their rivals in the fledges* Beyond thefe were two ice-hills, fimiiar to thofe 
which I have defended oil, a former oecafion *, and for the fame tliverlion. Two poles, 
above twenty feet in height, were alfo erected, With colours flying ; and at the top of 
each were placed a piece of money, as a prize for thofe who could fwann up and leizeir* 
The poles, being rubbed Wh oil, Ibon froze in this fevere climate ; many and tedious 
were the attempts of the various competitors in this flippery afeent to feme* The feene 
was lively and gay ; for above forty thoufand perfons ol bothfexes were affembled on the 
occafion. 

Having thus far fatisfied our curiofity, we found our way, not without great difficulty, 
through the crowd to a pavilion in the garden; where the matter of the feaft and fe¬ 
vers! of the nobility were affembled, and were regaled with a cold collation, and various 
forts of wine* 

It was preconcerted Lint on firing a rocket, the people were to drink a glafs of fpi- 
rituouxliquor, and, on the difeharge of a fecund, to begin the repafL But the impa¬ 
tience of the populace anticipated the neceffity of the fecond fignal; and the whole 
multitude was foohand at once in motion. The whale was the chief objeft of conten¬ 
tion ; within the fpuce of a few minutes he was entirely diverted of his gaudy trapping?, 
which became the fpoils of his fuccefsful invaders* They had no fooner flead off his 
drapery, and fecured the fragments of rich brocade, than they rent him into a thoufand 
pieces, to feize the provifions with which his infide was flared. The remaining people, 
who were too numerous to be all engaged in contending about the whale, were em¬ 
ployed in uncovering the pentdioufes, and pulling down the pyramids; in conveying 
with one hand provender to ihdr mouths, and with the other to their pockets. Others 
crowded round the calks and hagfheads ; and with great wooden ladles lapped incef- 
fimtly win#, beer, and fpirits* The cotifufion and riot, which foon fucceeded, is better 
conceived than dMhnbed ; and we thought it expedient 10 retire. The evening was 
clofed with a fiiperb illumination of the gardens, and magnificent fire-works* 

But the conibqtiences of this fcafl were indeed dreadful. The cold had luddenly in- 
ereafed with fuch violence, that Fahrenheit's thermometer, which at mid-day ilood only 
4, funk towards the clofe of the evening to 15 below freezing point. Many intoxicated 
perfons were frozen to death : not a few fell a facrifice to drunken quarrels; and others 
were robbed and murdered in the more retired parts of the city, as they were returning 
late to their homes* From a comparifon of the various reports, we had realon to 
conclude, that at lead four hundred perfons loft their lives upon this melancholy 
occafion f* 

* See vol it. book h* chap* 3* 

f The following day I granted rayfcff no kfn titan forty bodies, collected m two feeds tear the place of 
entevuiomfet. 

a The 
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The Ruffian baths have been defcribed by every traveller who has given to the public 
any relation of this country. Inftead of trail (bribing from the accounts of others, I 
{hail relate what fell under my own immediate notice. 

In one of the'Ruffian villages we entered a baihing-houfe, and examined it with as 
much attention as the extreme heat would permit, it was a wooden building of one 
room, with final! windows like ihofe of the common cottages. Within an old woman 
was employed in preparing the bath ; and as the violent finoke and heat rendered it 
fcarceiy poffible for usdo (lay in the room (or the fpaceof a minute, we took our ftation 
at the dooi% and obferved the procefs. She firft made a fire under an arch of large gra¬ 
nite {tones four feet in height; and when they were fufficiendy heated, {he fprinkled 
them at different intervals with water, which flew off in vapour. She then took from 
the fire, by means of two flicks, feveral final 1 red-hot pebbles, and put them into pails 
and troughs of water, which acquired different degrees of warmth. In half an hour 
three men entered the bath ; and, taking off their clothes, remained within* while the 
old woman continued to throw water upon the arch of {tones, which heated the room 
to a prodigious degree. They then lay down upon a fort of table, and having lathered 
ibeir bodies with foap, ,fhe rubbed them lightly with a bundle of twigs in full foliage. 
On account of the exceffive heat, we *were driven from the door; and Toon afterwards 
the men, their bodies fuffufed with a deeperimfon from the effects of the vapour, rbfhed 
our, plunged themfelves into the river, and re-entered the bath. 

Another bath which we entered near the convent of Yunef at Novogorod, being 
larger and more commodious, we were able to remain feme time fpcfhtorsof the whole 
procefs. It was a large wooden building, containing, like that juft defenbed, only one 
room, and was provided with ranges of broad benches, placed like fteps one above the 
other, almoft to the height of the ceiling. Within were about twenty perfons undreffed; 
fame were lying upon the benches ; feme were fitting ; others (landing ; fome were 
walking their bodies with foap ; others rubbing themfelves with finall branches of oak- 
leaves tied together like a rod ; fome were pouring hot water upon their heads, others 
cold water; a few, almoft exhauflcd by the heat, were (landing in the open air, or re¬ 
peatedly plunging into the Volkof ** 

I {ball add on this fubjecl the following account communicated to me by an Englifli 
gentleman at Peterfburgh, who was ordered to bathe for his health. The bathing- 
room was final! and low, and contained a heap of large ft ones piled over a fire, and two 
broad benches, one near the ground, and the other near the ceiling. Small buckets of 
water being occafionally thrown upon the heated ftones, filled the room with a hot and 
fuffocating vapour; which, from irs tendency to afeend, rendered the upper part much 

* Travellers are too apt not to diftmginfh between the cufloms of the common people and thofe of the 
nobles ; often Imputing to tbe latter what is true only of the former. The Abbe dc Chappy In his account 
of hfs journey through Siberia, has in many inftances been guilty of this abfurdiiy ; and the reader is led 
to conclude From his narrative, that the nobles bathe prom ifcuoi! fly in public like the common people; that 
they are equally addi&d to ffrifittvouB liquors : z.nd that they me as rude and inelegant in their entertain- 
Jttcnts and hehavigur ; the very r.cycrfe of which is the The author of the Antidote to hia Tra¬ 

vels has not failed, with a glow of jigiloual patriotifm, to ccnfirre .inch, mdifcrfmmate accounts. In no one 
mftance has the Abbe both more erroneous than in his defcrfptlpn of the baths, Alter a ludicrous relation 
of them, be adds*, “Thei'e baths are in tile ail over Ruffa ; every inhabitant of this vail Lra& of laud, 
from the Sovereign li> the mcshcR bather twice 3 week, and in the feme manner. Every individual, 

even of the fmalleft fortune, hap a private bath in hiR own houfe, in which the father, moLhcr, and chil¬ 
dren fgmetWs bathe all together,^ A nd again. 44 The hatha of the rich differ only from tliofe of the poor 
people in being mure chan/* But fuch ftiameful mifrepreftfri tattoos fcarceiy tkferve to be mentioned, were 
it not to exp ole their fehity* 
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hotter than the lower. Having taken off my clothes, I laid myfelf down upon the 
higheft bench ; while the baching woman was preparing tubs oi hot and cold water, 
and continued to increafe the vapour in the manner above mentioned. Having dipped 
a bunch of twigs into the hot water, flic repeatediy fprinkled, and then rubbed with it 
my whole body. In about half an hour I removed to the lower bench, which I found 
much cooler j when the bathing-woman lathered me from head to foot with foap, fcrub- 
bed me with flannel for the fpace of ten minutes ; and throwing Several buckets of warm 
water over me, till the foap was entirely wafhed off, (he finally dried me with napkins. 
As I put on my clothes in a room without a fire, fl had an opportunity of remarking, 
that the cold air had little effeft on my body, though ill fo heated a date; for while I 
was d ref ling, l felt a glow of warmth which continued during the whole night. This 
circumflancc convinced me, that when the natives rulh from the vapour-baths into the 
river, or even roll i:i the fnow, their fenfutions are in no refpeft difagreeable, nor the 
effects in any degree unwholefome.” 

Though the liardinefs of the Ruffians has, with reafon, been generally attributed to . 
the hidden extremes of heat and cold, which they experience on thefe oceafions; yet 
other caufes are not wanting that may concur to this effect. The peafants change their 
drels without the leaft attention to the variation of the feafons; on the fame day they 
wear only their coarfe Hurts and drawers, or are clad in the warmeft clothing. They 
are totally unacquainted with the luxury of beds; fleeping either upon the tops of their 
ffoves, or on the bare floor, fometimes in their clothes, and at other times alrnoft naked. 
Their cottages alfo are rendered exceedingly hot, from the number of perfons crowded 
into a fmall fpace, and from the ftoves, which are alrnoft always heated, even in the 
midft of fummer; fo that when they go out, it is like iffuing from a warm bath into the 
open air. The children are not tenderly nurtured, but are equally inured from their ear- 
lieil infancy to themoft oppofite extremes, "We feldom, indeed, paffed through a vil¬ 
lage, in which we did not obferve feveral running about the ft reels; and others, who 
were fcarcely able to crawl, ftanding or lying near the doors of the cottages, with no 
other covering than their fflirts, even in rainy or frofty weather. Thus the natives are 
ufed to fudden changes of heat and cold, and accuftomed from their infancy to the har- 
dieft kind of life. 


Chap, X'L.—"Journey from Peterjburgh to Riga. — Hi/lory of Livonia. — Narva. — Dorpt. 

— Riga.—Anecdotes of General Brown. 

AN excurfion through Livonia and Courland will form the fubjeQ: of this and the 
following chapter. 

May S, 1785. Quitting St. Peterfburgh, we purfued our journey through Efthonia,. 
and Livonia, conquered from the Swedes by Peter the Great. 

As thefe provinces bordering upon Ruffia, Sweden, and Poland, and reciprocally 
poffeffed by thofe three powers, were, during a period of more than two centuries, a 
conftant fource of the inoft bloody wars, it may not be unneceflfary to ftate briefly their 
hiftory, and to trace the caufes which rendered them objects of contention. 

In 1158, fo me merchants of Bremen, bound to Withy, in the ifle of Gothland*, 
driven by ft refs of weather, landed at the mouth of the Duna, trafficked with the na¬ 
tives, and gradually eflabliffied afettlement. A German monk of the Auguftine order, 

who 


* Nadmekter von Lkfland, S. R. G. v. 9. 263, 
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who accompanied the new colonifts, acquired the language of the country, converted 
feveral of the natives to cbriftianity, and perfuaded them to be baptized. According to 
the cuftorn of that barbarous sera, an order of knighthood, firft called the Knights ot 
thrift, and afterwards with more propriety the Knights of the Sword, was inftituted 
for the propagation of Cbriftianity by force of arms. Theft military miflionaries, equally 
fanatic and fangulnary, gradually over-ran the country, and reducing the ancient inha¬ 
bitants, rendered them at the fume time C.hriftians and ftaves. 

In 1231 thefe knights, being incorporated in the Teutonic order, ftyled thcmfelves 
Knights and Lords of the Crofs, and put-chafed Efthonia, in 1521, from the King of 
Denmark. Walter Plettenburgh, chief or general, having obtained from the Grand 
Mafter of the Teutonic order thejurifdi&ion of Livonia, was confidered as independent, 
and admitted by Charles the Fifth among the Princes of the empire. The knights con¬ 
tinued in poffeflion of Efthonia and Livonia, until the impolitic condu£t of their makers, 
and civil diffenfions, incited the ambition of the neighbouring powers, and involved the 
country in a feries of bloody wars. 

In 1556, the Archbifhop of Riga being imprifoned by Walter Furftenburgh, general 
of the order, implored the affiftance of his uncle, Sigifmond Auguftus, King of -Poland. 
Sigifmond immediately armed in favor of his nephew, invaded Livonia, and compelled 
Walter Furftenburg to releafe the Archbifhop to liberty, and to conclude a treaty. by 
which he acknowledged himielf and the province ot Livonia dependent on the crown of- 
Poland. 

But Ivan Vaffilievitch, whofe an ceftors poflefled Dorpt, and other neighbouring towns 
in Livonia and Efthonia, laid claim to thefe provinces, and entering Livonia with a for¬ 
midable army, refolved to annex them to the Ruffian empire. In this imminent dan¬ 
ger, the city of Revel, and the inhabitants of Efthonia, threw themfclves under the.pro¬ 
tection of the King of Sweden, who, in taking pofleffion of that province, claimed Li¬ 
vonia as an annexed dependency. At the fame time the Ruffians, entering Livonia, met 
with little reft fiance, took Furltenberg, the Grand Mafter, prifoner, and over-ran the 
country. 

Gothard Ketler, who was appointed Grand Mafter in the place of Furftenberg, un¬ 
able to refill the Ruflian arms, haftily concluded a treaty with Sigifmond Auguftus, 
ceded Livonia to the crown of Poland, on condition of referving to himfelf and heirs 
male the duchies of Gourland and Semigallia as fiefs of Poland. At the conclufion of 
this treaty, Livonia, the object of contention, thus ceded to Poland, was partly poflefled 
by the Poles, partly by the Swedes, and partly over-run by the Ruffians. 

Jn this fituation of affairs, Ivan Vaffilievitch conferred on Magnus, Prince of Denmark, 
who, in the capacity of bifhop of Pilten in Couriand, had fome pretenfions to Livonia, 
the nominal fovereignry of that province. Having already related * the account of that 
transition, together with the erection and extinftion of the fhort-lived kingdom of Li¬ 
vonia, I (hall only add, that Ivan Vaffilievitch, being worfted by Stephen Bathori, King 
ofPoland, in feveral engagements, purchafed a peace, by ceding, in 1582, to the crown 
of Poland, all that part of Livonia which he had occupied; but the King of Sweden 
continued in pofleffion of Efthonia; and, by the fourth article of the peace of Oliva, 
obtained pofleffion of all Livonia. Thefe important provinces, containing ail the north¬ 
ern diftritt between the Gulf of Finland, the Narova, the Peipus lake, and the Duna, 
and ftretching to the boundaries of the prefent government of Polollk, were wrefted from 
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the Swedes by Peter the Great, and confirmed to the Ruffians by the peace of Ry Unit, 
in 1721. 

The reformation was firft introduced info Livonia and Efihoniain 152 2, and foon em¬ 
braced by all ranks of people. The Lutheran religion is the molt prevalent; but all other 
fects are tolerated, V : 

Narva and its luburhs, according to a geographical divifion, are finiated partly In In- 
gria, and partly in Eflhonia, as the river Narova divides thofe two provincesf but, 
in the diviftori of governments eftablifhed by the Emprcfs, is comprifed in Ingria, or the 
government of St. Peterfburgh. 

Narva ft antis on the Narova, near one hundred miles from Peterfburgh, twenty-four 
from the point where that river ifiues from the lake, and eight miles from its mouth, 
where it falls into the Gulf of Finland. The houfes are built of brick fluccoed white, 
and it has more the appearance of a German than of a Ruffian town. In the fubufbs, 
called Ivangorod, the colofTal remains of an ancient fortrefs, built by Ivan YaflHievitch 
the Great, impend in a picturefque manner over the deep banks of the Narova. 

Thejsrineipal exports arc hemp, flax, timber, and coni; the imports, fair, tobacco, 
wine, falted herrings, fpices, tea, fugar, and other grocery wares. 

.1 did not omit vifiting the two falls of the river Narova, which have been pompoufly 
deferibed by feveral travellers, but appear trifling and uninteroding to thofe who have 
feen the fall of the Rhine at SchafFhaufen, of the Dahl, near Gefle, in Sweden, and the 
fl upendous cataracts of Trolhactta. The breadth of the river is two hundred feet, and 
the perpendicular height of the falls fcarcely exceeds twenty. The fteep and chalky 
banks of the river, its rapid and turbid ftream, and a rocky iflancl which feparates the 
two falls, form a- rugged and pi&urefque feene, much heightened by the foam and roar¬ 
ing of the cataract. 

Near Narva is the fpot celebrated for the victory which Charles the Twelfth, in the 
nineteenth year of his age, gained over the Ruffian army (1700). Authors prone to 
exaggeration, and willing to render more marvellous the exploits of the Swedifh hero, 
have dimimfhed his army to three thoufand, and increafed the Ruffians to one hundred 
thou land. The fact feems to be, that Charles headed, on that memorable day, at leaffc 
nine thoufand men, and the Ruffians did not exceed thirty-two thoufand •*. And it is 
no wonder that the veteran troops of Sweden, led on by their undaunted monarch, 
fhould triumph over a raw undifeipiined army, commanded by generals at variance 
with each other. Six thoufand Ruffians, including thofe drowned in attempting to 
pafe the Narova, fell in this engagement; but the confequences were (till more fatal to 
the Ruffian arms, as the whole artillery was loft, and the greater part of the infantry 
furrendered to the conqueror. The number of prifoners was fo great, that the officers 
were only detained; the reft were driven, like a flock of flieep, to the diftance of a league 
from Narva, and difmiffed. 

Peter the Great, not difpirited with this lots, exclaimed, “ I expefted that the Swedes 
would beat my troops but in time they wilt teach us to conquer them.” Nor was 
this prediction long before it was verified. In lefs than five years from the defeat at 
Narva, he revenged the difhenour of his arms on that unfortunate day, by taking the 
town by aflault; and gave a fingular proof of his humanity. He traverfed the ftreets 
on horfeback, with his drawn fword in his hand, re'trained his troops from pillage, killed 
t wo who refufed to defilt, placed guards at the doors of the principal houfes and before 

* Sse L’Evcfque*a Hift, <le Ruffie, vol.iv. p. (6^. 
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the churches* repaired to the Hotel de Ville, where the rriagifbrates and citizens had 
taken refuge, and throwing his Jword upon the table, exclaimed; u It is not rtalned 
with the blood of the natives, but with that of my own foldiers, whom I killed in order 
to fave your lives */* 

Dorpr, one hundred and feventy-four verrts, or one hundred and fifteen mties, from 
Narva, bears evident marks of the dreadful devaftation which it fuffered in the wars 
between the Swedes and Ruffians in the beginning of this century ; and particularly in 
the ruins of the cathedral, which form a pifturefque objeft on an adjacent hill* In 
addition to thcfe devaluations, the town fufiered a lew years ago front a violent confla¬ 
gration ; but is now rebuilding, and will rife more beautiful from its ruins, as the Em- 
prefs has contributed with her ufual munificence. A wooden bridge over the li'mpac 
was likewife burnt down, but has been lupplied by a magnificent fbne bridge, on which 
1 remarked this arrogant infeription ; 

f Sifte impetus hie flumen, 

Carharina II* juber \ 

Cujus munificentia hex moles 
In publicum commodum 
Extmfta, Livoniaque prime 
Lapideo ponte adornata. 

1 7 S 3 . 

In purfuing our route from Narva to Dorpt, we coafted the lake Peipus, a large but 
uninterefling piece of water, the banks flat, and the environs oioftly Tandy. 

Dorpt Hands in the mod fertile part*of Livonia, called, from the abundance of grain, 
the Granary of the North ; and this fertile diftrict continued till we came within a few 
miles of Riga, which is inverted, as Wraxall jufbly obferves, on every fide with deep 
barren funds. Its fit nation in fo barren a fpot was chofen by commerce, the genius of 
which {fill protects and clinches it J.” 

Riga, the capital of Livonia, contains within the fortifications nine thoufand inhabi¬ 
tants, and in the fuburbs fifteen thoufand, exclufive of a garrifon of one thoufand fob 
diers §* It derives its confequence from itsfituation on the Duna, a river which, being 
navigable from the frontiers of the government of Polorik, brings the productions or 
the north ealtern parts of Poland, and the weftern provinces of Ruffia, and is fufficiently 
deep to receive dole 0 its walls, rtiips of burthen, which fail to and from the Baltic. 

Next to St. Peterlburgh it is the inert commercial town in the Ruffian empire*. . The 
trade is chiefly carried on by foreign merchants, who are refident in the town. The 
Englifh factory enjoy the greateft ffiare of the commerce, and live in a hofpitable and 
fplendid manner. The principal exports are com, hemp, flax, iron, timber, marts, 
leather, tallow j the imports, fait, cloth, filks, wine, grocery, pot-afli, and faked 
herrings. 

The mart traders peculiarly beneficial to the town: the burghers of Riga fend per- 
foils, who are tailed mart-brokers, into the Ruffian provinces, to mark the trees, which 

* L’Evefaue* p. 2ot. 

f Here. O river. Hop your impetuous courfe, Catharine the fecnnd eonimanda \ by whofe munificence 
this mound was railed* and Livonia adorned with this frrft done bridge. 

£ Wraxalf s Not them Tour, p 281 , 

$ According to Hcym, in the town and fuburbs, fourteen thoufand two hundred and eighty tnaks, and 
thirteen thoufand five hundred arid fixUen famalesi 

are 
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are purchafed {landing. They grow moflly on the diftri£ts which border on theDnie* 
per, are fent up that river to a landing-place, tranlported thirty verfts to the Dona, are 
then formed into floats of from fifty to two hundred pieces, and defeend the dream to 
Riga. The tree which produces the larged mulls is the Scotch fir. Thofe pieces which 
are from eighteen to twenty-live inches in diameter are called mails; under thofe di- 
menfions, Ipars, or in England, Norway mafU; bccaufe Norway exports no trees more 
than eighteen inches in diameter. 

The Englifli merchants, who contraCl with government, buy the mails from the 
burghers of Riga; and great fkill is required in difUnguHhing thofe that are found 
throughout from thofe which are in the leafl internally decayed, ihey are ulually from 
feventy to eighty feet in length. 

The hemp is brought from the Ukraine and Poland, and requires two years in its 
paflage to Riga. The barks in which it is conveyed, are from two hundred and fifty 
to three hundred tons burthen, are covered with mats, Hoping like a penthoule roof, 
and have a faife bottom. They a found the Dnieper and the Duna; but on account of 
numerous fiioals can only pais the Duna in the ipring, or about three weeks alter the 
fnow begins to melt, and if they mils that rime, are delayed rill autumn. J he hemp 
exported from Riga, is generally wore efieenred, and 30 per cent, dearer, than that Ex¬ 
ported from Peterfburgh * ; the former comes from the Ukraine, the provinces of Mo- 
hilef and Polotlk, and the neighbouring parts of Poland ; the other from the govern* 
meats of Tver and Novogorod. The Riga hemp is chiefly uled for fhrouds and ftays 
of men of war, and procured by contrail for the Englifh admiralty and Eatt India 
company f. 

T he inhabitants of Riga cany on alfo a confiderablc commerce in fait. I hey import 
it from Spain, and fend it up the Duna to fupply the diftrifts bordering on that river ; 
and by land into Courknd, and into the neighbouring provinces of Poland. 

We paid our refpe£ts to General Brown, governor of Riga, and had the honour of 
dining with that gallant veteran, who, with a pleafing garrulity natural to old age, related 
a variety of intertilling adventuress, that, had befallen him in the courfe of a long and 
active life, lie is a native of Ireland, and was born in the beginning of this century. 
Being a Roman catholic, he was compelled to feek his fortune in foreign courts, which 
he would willingly have dedicated to his own. Hefirlt entered the Andrian, and finally 
into the Ruffian fervice. In the campaigns of 1737 and *738, he lerved under Count 
Munich againfl the Turks, and diftinguiflied himielf at the fiege of Otchakof. Being 
lent with a corps of troops into Hungary, he was taken prifoner by the Turks, fold as a 


* Lately the Ukraine hemp has found Its way to Pcterfbiirgh, 

■f I11 cafe of ceceflity, the Urtican Cfinimbma f or hemp-nut tiff might be fubftituted m the place of hemp. 
It is a native of South-rafter si Siberia, on the other fide of the Oby> and is chiefly found in ihe valhcs be- 
tween rocky mountains, and on the batiks of the rivers* It comes out early in the fpriug, and affbfds gooa 
fhaots, which arc eaten by the natives as vegetables. It flowers In June or July ; in gnod foils fhooU 
from ten to fifteen feet high In Siberia the feeds ripen in September, -altftofc the time of the fir ft ^olt. 
It is perennialj and multipl/c? by running The cords made from this fpecies are ftronger even Lhan thofe 
t wifted from hemp. The Mongol Tat tars life them for cords to their bows, and for nets to catch animals 
in the woods In force parts of Germany the natives employ them for ropes. *1 bin plant is defcribed m 
Amman's Siirfiimn Rarlorum hi tmpcrh Ruthena horns tt Difcriptientt, p> 173. No, 240. plate 25. Urticn/o- 
iiuprofunde laclnmii ; alio in Gmclin’s Flora Siburica. It will be defcribed in the third volume of Pallas* 
Flora RuiTica. # 

The common nettle, the urtica urens of Linnaeus, fnpplies the natives of Kamfchatka ** and ot the Kuril 
ifles, with cords f or fiihmg-nets. 


* See Cook*® kft voyage, vol. iii* p, 339,—Pallas Nord, Beytr, vol. iv. p* 117. 
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Have* and transferred to four different makers. At one time he was bound back to 
back with another prifoner for eight and forty hours, and expofed alrnott naked at the 
various places where fiaves are brought for fate. He then bore the rank of colonel in 
the Ruffian fervice, but to leffen the price of his random, afferted that he was only a 
captain. Being accidentally met by a gentleman, lo whom he \vas perfonaily known, 
he fent an account of his fituation to the French Ambaffadof, who found means to pur- 
chafe him for 500 ducais. But his Turkith matter difeovering his rank, reclaimed his 
prifoner, and threatened to recover him by force. The French Ambaffiidor, however, 
applied to the Grand Vizir, who decided in his favour: Count Brown recovered his 
liberty, and returned to Ruffia, in which fervice he was gradually promoted, and has 
been lately appointed governor of Riga, a place of the greateft trull. 

Over the Duna, at Riga, is a floating wooden bridge, forty feet in breadth, and two 
thoufand fix hundred in length, A row of piles extends from one fbore to the other; 
each pile is from twenty-five to forty feet long, according to the depth of the river, and 
appears about four feet above the level of the water. To thefe piles the parts of the 
bridge are loofely fattened, by means of iron chains fixed to the tranfverfe beams. The 
bridge rifes and falls with the river, and under the wheels of heavy laden carriages, 
plays as if actuated by a fpring. It is the fafhionable walk, and is an agreeable bufy 
feeue, when crowded with people, and lined on each fide with fiiips taking in or unload* 
ing their cargoes. In the beginning of winter, when the fro ft fees in, the bridge is re¬ 
moved ; the piles remaining in the water are forced up by the ice, and conveyed to 
land, and the whole is again laid down in fpring. 

The importance of the trade of Riga will appear from the following tables; 


N timber of Vdiets which arrived at Riga 
and 1783. 

, 1782 

Veflels which arrived and failed from Riga in l 7 ^ 4 * 
fpectTying thofe which wintered there. 



1782. 

*7 % 


Wintered. 

Arrived. 

Departed, 

Da nidi, 


-25 


Darrifli, * 

__. 

160 

160 

French, 



8 

French, 

— 

ID 

IO 

From St. PeterJburghj 


45 


From St. Peterlburgh, 

H 

3 * 

3 * , 

EtigKfh, 

- 

94 

200 

Etiglifh, 

3 

*75 

174 

Dutch, 


6 

I 12 

Port ugnefe, 

— 

4 

4 

Swcdifti, 


298 

42 2 

Pruflian, 

t 

77 

77 

Pruffian, 


i >3 

I23 

Swedifhj 

4 

3 * 1 

3 M 

From Oflend, - 


123 

66 

Dutch, 

— 

170 

170 

Portnguefe, 


7 

7 

From Oitendf 

— 

53 

33 

American, 


—- 

1 

Genoa, 

— 

1 

1 

From Bremen, 


j 6 

:A 

Hamburgh, 

— 

1 2 

13 

IDantzic, 


5 

JO 

Lubec, 

4 

27 

27 

Lubec, 


-9 

26 

Bremen, 

\ 


24 

Roftoc, 


*3 

3 

Danisic. 

— 

. 3 

3 

Hamburgh, 


5 

5 

Roftoc, 

— 

1 i 

11 

Pernau, 

- 

4 

6 

Pemau and Revel 

— 

4 

4 

From Riga, 

- 

30 

38 

Riga, - 

l 5 

30 

20 

Total, 

- 

961 

■.254 

Total, 

43 

1,085 

DO77 , 


^ y 
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Value of the Cargoes of the VeJJils which failed from Riga in 1784* 


Roubles. Copec?. 


For Denmark, - 

735*335 

270,886 

78 

— 

France, 

68 

— 

The Dominions of the Emperor, 

51,209 

45 

— 

England, • 

1,-288,284 

388,843 

53 

—* 

Spain, “ 

1 

— 

Portugal, - 

302,213 

93 

— 

Pruffia, - - - * 

6 4*775 

75 

— 

Sweden, .... - 

1,182,907 

79 

— 

Holland, - 

1,470.320 

93 

— 

Italy, . 

i. 35> 0 97 

8 

— 

Hamburgh and Bremen, 

209,840 

7 

— 

The Baltic, - 

292,707 

39 

—“■ 

Total of Exports, 

6,392*422 

44 

— 

Value of the Imports, 

1,422,717 

87 

12 

Excefs of Exports, ■ 

4,969,704 

5 6 

12 

Coin Imported. 

Ducats 448,739, - - - * - 

Value in Roubles. 

- 1,207,741 IO 

New rix dollars 1,78 0,744J 

2,36^,389 

851 

Old rix-dollars 138,976£ 

- 1,182, 

,° 5 S 

844 

Sum total of Coin imported, 

4,758,189 
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Chap. X. — Mittau.—Duchy of Courland. — Hijlory. — Succeffon.—Anecdotes of Ernejl 
John Biron.—Conjlil ution.—Feodal Dependanceon Poland.—Prerogatives of the Duke .— 

Diet. — Nobles.—Religion Language. — Memmel.—Journey to Koningfburgb.—Sketch 

of the Hi/lory of Prujfia. 

QUITTING Riga we croffed the Dana, paffed through a flat fandy country, thinly 
inhabited, to the Ruffian frontiers, about fixteen Englilh miles diftant from Riga, and 
entered the Duchy of Courland, Our baggage was ftri&ly fearched by a Ruffian cuf- 
tom-houfe officer, who even opened our portfolios, and examined the fmalleft pieces of 
paper. This ftridt fearch is made to prevent foreigners from exporting Ruffian money ; 
but confidering the debafed ftate of the coinage, is an ufelefs precaution. 

Mittau, which ftands in the midft of a fertile and agreeable country, is a long town, 
containing a mixture of brick houfes ftuccoed white, and wooden buildings. The pa¬ 
lace *, built by the late Duke, is a great pile of buildings, with a large and handfome fuite 
of apartments, but almoft. totally unfurnilhed. Its magnificence and extent almoft 

* Great part of this palace was demoli filed by the late 'Emperor Paul. It has been lately diftinguiffied 
as the temporary relidence of Louis XV 111. 

3 juflifies 
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the witticifm of a traveller, who eftimating the country not from its fize, but from its 
trivial confequence in the fcale of the north, affirmed that the palace was larger than 
the dukedom. The academy, inftitutid by the prefen t Duke at a confiderable expence, 
contained, in May 1685, eight profeflors, and only twenty (ludents. 

The duchy of Courland and Semigallia is bounded on the north by the Baltic, on the 
eaft by Livonia, and by Poland on the fouth and weft. It ftretches in length two hun¬ 
dred and fifty miles, and the average breadth may be eftimated at forty, 

Gothard Ketler, grand-mafter of the Livonian knights, having ceded Livonia to Po¬ 
land, at Wilna, received, in 1561, the inveftiture of Courland and Semigailia, as an he¬ 
reditary fief of the crown of Poland, Dying in 1587, he was fucceeded by his fon 
Frederic ; and in 1589, it was enabled by the diet of Poland, that, on the extindltonof 
the heirs male of the line of Ketler, the duchies of Courland and Semigailia fhould be 
united to Poland, 

Frederick William, Duke of Courland, dying in 1711, without iflue, the right of fuc- 
ceffion devolved on his great unde Ferdinand, the only furviving branch of the Ketler 
line; but Peter the Great took pofteflion of Mittau and great part of Courland, under 
pretence of fecuring the dowry for his niece Anne, widow of Frederick William. Fer¬ 
dinand, who was abfcnt, and at variance with his nobility, was unable to enforce his 
right, and Courland, during feveral years, was governed by the Ruffian court, under 
the name of the Duchefs Anne* The country was in a ftate of civil confufion, and 
feveral indTedual attempts were made to raife, firft, a Prince of the houfe of Saxony* 
and Afterwards Frederick William, Margrave of Schvedt, to the ducal throne. 

At length, in 1726, the infirmities and abfence of Ferdinand afforded a pretext; a 
parry of nobles determined to appoint a iucceffor, and Auguftus the Second, King of 
Poland, fecretly influenced the diet to nominate his natural fon Maurice, afterwards well 
known under the title of Marfba! Saxe. This appointment was conceded by the repub¬ 
lic of Poland, and by Catharine Emprefs of Ruffia* 

The Polifh diet, which affembled at Grodno, denied the right of the nobles to appoint 
a duke, declared that duchy a vacant fief belonging to the republic, annulled the elec¬ 
tion of the Count of Saxe, and propofed, on the death of Ferdinand, to incorporate the 
duchies of Courland and Semigailia with the crown, according to the edict in 1589. 

Catharine the Firft, confidering Courland almoft as a province of the Ruffian empire, 
equally oppofed the election of Maurice, and the incorporation of Courland ; and Prince 
Mentcbikof, who on her death afpired to the ducal throne, difpatched a corps of Ruffian 
troops to Mittau. and drove Maurice from Courland. The fail of Mentchikof pre¬ 
vented his nomination ; but the Ruffians, under Peter the Second, and Anne, maintained 
their influence in Courland, and promifed to fupport the ftates in their right to cleft a 
Sovereign on the deceafe of Ferdinand* 

The death of Auguftus the Second annihilated the hopes of Maurice; and on the 
demife of Ferdinand in 1737, the Emprefs Anne forced the ftates to nominate her 
favourite Riron, and fupported hiseleftion in oppofmon to the claims and remonftrances 
of Poland. At length, deputies from the Emprefs and the new Duke on one fide, and 
from the King and the republic of Poland on the other, arranged the convention called 
Pacta BubjeSUojiiSy or Acts of Valfalage, which regulated the confutation of Courland 
according to former a£ts of vaffalage, and eftabhihed the fucceffion in the male line of 
Birr-n, In 1779, the Chancellor of Courland did homage in the name of the Duke to 
Auguftus the Third* But, in 1743, Riron being arrefted and imprifoned, the ftates 
declared the ducal throne vacant, and elefted, at the recommendation of the regent 
Anne, Louis Erneft, Prince of Brtmfwick, and brother of her huiband Anthony Ulric. 

4 y 2 The 
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The revolution of 1741, which placed Elizabeth on the throne of Ruffia, prevented 
the ratification of this eledion ; and from that period, till * 759 ? l ^ e ad mini It ration was 
nominally veiled in the council of Hate ; but the whole power centered in the court of 
Ruffia. 

In 17589 the nobles difgufted with their rulers, chofe Charles Chriftian, fon of Au- 
gullus the Third, who received the inveftiture of the two duchies from his lather, made 
his entry into Miitau, and repairing to Peterfburgh, obtained from the Emprcfs Eliza¬ 
beth the reftimtfcwi of the ducal eftaies and revenues, and her renunciation of all right 
and title to thole two duchies* But the death of Elizabeth, in 1761, rendered this refti- 
tutlon ineffectual, Peter recalled Biron from exile, and Catharine reftore.d him to his 
former dignity. 

Ernefi John Biron * was defdended from a family of mean extraction. His grand* 
father, whofe name was Buren, or Bieren, was head groom to James the Third, Duke 
of Courhind, and obtained from his mailer the gift of a final! eftate. His fon accom¬ 
panied Prince Alexander, yotmgeft fon of the Duke of Courland, in a campaign againfl 
the Turks, in quality of groom of his boric, and with the rank of lieutenant. Prince 
Alexander being killed before Buda, in i 68 ( 5 , Biron returned into Courland, and was 
appointed matter hunifman to [he Duke. 

Erneft John, his fecond fon, was born in 1687, received the early part of his educa¬ 
tion in Courland, and was fent to the univerfity of Koningfburgh in Pruffia, where he 
conrintied until fome youthful imprudences compelled him to retire. In 17 14^ he made 
his appearance at St. Peterlburgh, and [clicked the place of page to the Princefs Char¬ 
lotte, wife of the Tzarovitch Alexey, but being reje&ed as a perfon of mean extraction, 
retired to Mittau, and ingratiated himfelf with Count Beftuchef, mailer of the houfehold 
to Anne, widow of Frederick William Duke of Courland. Having through his means 
obtained the office of gentleman of the chamber to the Duchefs, and being of a hand- 
fome figure and polite addrefs, he foon became her chief favourite, and the firft ufe 
he made of his favour was to obtain the difgraee of his benefaftor Beftuchef. He 
gained an entire afcendency over the affections of his miflrefs, and the upftart favourite 
offended, by his arrogance, th^. whole body of the nobility. 

Having efpoufed Mademoifelle de Trenden, a lady of a noble family, and maid of ho¬ 
nour to the Duchefs, he endeavoured, by means of that alliance, and the favour of his 
miflrefs, to be admitted into the body of nobles, but hisffolicitations were rejected with 
great contempt. 

His afcendency over the Duchefs, his fpirit of intrigue, and extreme arrogance, were 
fo notorious, that when Anne was declared Sovereign of Ruffia, one of the articles 
propofed by the council of flute of Mofcow exprefsiy ftipulated, that file fhould not 
bring Biron into Raffia. She confented, but initantly broke her word ; for foon after 
her arrival at Mofcow, he made his appearance at her court. By his fecrct advice, the 
Emprefe formed a flrong party among the Ruffian nobility, gained the guards, and 
planned the revolution, which reft or ed to the crown defpotic authority. But when the 
project was ripe for execution, Anne hefitated, and was alarmed, till Biron took her by 
the hand, and led her to the door of the apartment in which the council of (late, fenate, 

* For ibis account of Biron I have confulted Matiftem's Memoirs, p. 42, 47, 6z t 190, 26 t, ^6^, 16L 
2^0 Letters from a Ladv in Ruffia, Let. xxyHB xxix. ; Sdimidt's Mat cri alien fuer den Ruff. Geft* 
p. 44, 28 , 3 2 1 j Motifs de la Difgraee d* Erndl Jean de Biron, Due de Courland, written by hirnfeif, 
m Bufching’s Hifl. Magazin. vol. tx. p 3 3 $, 398 \ Antwurf auf die Vergefiende Schrift. von einem 
natch lien Verwandten des Grafen von Munich, ibid. p- 401* 454 ; Gouvevnnient d*l J £mpirede Rtiflie> by 
Marlhal Munich, paffira. 
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and principal nobility were aflembled, and {he was declared abfolute Sovereign- Within 
the {pace of a few months, Biron was appointed gentleman of the bed-chamber, knight 
of the order of St, Andrew, lord high* chamberlain, and, as Man Hein fays, was omnipo¬ 
tent in the government. 

On the death of Ferdinand Ketler, in 1737, the Enlprels difpatched General Rif- 
marck, governor of Riga, to Mittau, at the head of a conliJerable army. The nobles 
having aiiembled in the cathedral, Bifmarck furrounded the church with troops, and 
compelled them to deft for their Sovereign the fame Biron whom they had reiufcd tn 
admit into their corps- But his new dignity did not prevent him from keeping his poft 
of high chamberlain, and his wife that of the firfl lady of the bed-chamber. Biron ruled 
Courland with the fame arbitrary fpirit with which he governed Ruffia, and the nobles 
who ventured to oppofe his will, or to fpeak with their ufual freedom, were privately 
feized by per fans in mafks, forced into Kibitkas, and conveyed to Siberia. The cruel¬ 
ties aifo which he exercifed upon the moft illuftrious perfons of Rutfia almoft exceed 
belief; and Manftem conjefturcs, that 6C during the ten years in which Biron's power 
continued, above twenty tboufand perfons were font to Siberia, at whom fcarcely five 
thoufand were ever more heard of.” 

The arrogance of his temper often broke forth in a manner highly difrefpeftful to 
the Emprefe. Once in particular, while fhe gave an audience to the Duke of Bevern, 
Biron burfl into the apartment, complained that he was tormented by her tenants, 
threatened, with horrid imprecations, to retire into Courland, and again rufiling out of 
the room, fliut the door with great violence. The Emprefs, in the highelt consterna¬ 
tion, lifted up her hands to heaven, then clafped them together, and being almofl ready 
to faint, opened the window for air. While lhe continued in this agitation, the Du chefs 
ol Courland, accompanied by her children, entered the room, kneeled down, and en¬ 
treated the Emprefs to forgive the pafhonate behaviour of her huiband* Anne in this, 
as in every other inftance, relented, and patiently endured his infolence During the 
fitting of the cabinet council, Ihe frequently repaired to an adjoining room, in which 
her favourite remained, to receive his advice, or rather his orders. She even kept no 
table, but dined with his family. 

Acquainted only with the German and his native jargon, lie governed the extenfive 
empire of Ruffa without under (landing the language. He even piqued himfelf on his 
ignorance, and declared, in the prefence of the Emprefs, that he would not learn the 
Ruffian, beeaufe lie could not bear to read all the reports and memorials which were 
daily tr an funned to him. 

Birop was undoubtedly a man of great capacity; during his whole adminiflration, 
the external fplendour, and internal tranquillity of the Ruffian empire, announced the 
vigour and wifdom of his meafures, and he fhe wed his judgment in employing fuch a 
ftatefman as Oder man, and fuch a general as Munich. He was a fmcere friend and an 
implacable enemy ; and it was juftiy find of him, that ho feldom forgot a benefit, and 
always remembered an injury. Ele amatled an enormous fortune in money and jewels, 
and on public occafioos his magnificence t far exceeded that of the Emprefs. 

* Bufching*s Wochentiliche Nnchi ichten, 3774. p. ji6. 

t In his vifit of ceremony to the Marquis dc h Chetardie, the French AmbsiTador, he was preceded by 
the i olio wing praceilion ■ 1* An officer of his court ou liorfeback* 2* Iwo fervanis on tiorfeDack. 

3, Three carriages drawn by fix horfes, containing (Lx cavaliers. 4. Twenty four kwants ori horfebiiek. 
5. Six running footmen. 6, Two lilacks. 7. Thirty lacqulcs on foot. 8. Twelve pages. 9. Nine hty- 
ducs. 10 His matter of the horfe. Lafily, the Duke himfelf in a fplendid carriage drawn by fix horfesj 
behind, wo feryaots in Turkifh drefles. 

Having 


COXE S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


718 

Having long directed the affairs of a great empire, he could not brook retiring into 
Courland ; he accordingly prevailed on the Emprefs, on her death-bed, to appoint her 
great nephew. Prince Ivan, her fucceffor, and himfelf regent, till the Prince attained the 
age of fevemeen; and he managed this whole tranfaction with fo much art, that he feemed 
only to accept iho regency at the earned requelt and recommendation of Marlhal Mu¬ 
nich, the Chancellor O/terman, and the principal Ruffian nobility. Having thus fecured 
the regency, to the exclufion of Anne, mother of the young Emperor, the firlt aft of 
his administration was to obtain for himfelf an annual revenue of 500,000 * roubles, and 
the title of Imperial Highnefs. 

But the power thus acquired by intrigue, he attempted to fecure by perfection and 
cruelty. Piquets were placed in the (treets to prevent commotions; numerous fpies 
brought vague accounts of contemptuous expreffions and ill-formed plots, and fcarcely 
a day patted in which iufpected perfons were not imprifoned and tortured to force confet 
fion. But inflead of difarming the envy andjealoufy of the natives, who were difgulted 
with the government of a foreigner, he increafed his unpopularity by the haughtinefs of 
his demeanour, and treated even the parents of his fovereign with extreme brutality. 

Prince Anthony Ulric and the Princefs Anne, the father and mother of the infant 
Emperor, were difaffected at their exclufion from the regency, and Anrhony Ulric, 
who was a prince of great fpirit, expreffed his difapprobation in the ftrongeft terms to 
the regent himfelf. Biron fufpefting that the Prince was cabaling againfl: his govern¬ 
ment, called on him early one morning, without being announced; “ Your Highnefs,” 
lie faid, “ does not deal juftly with me, for you promifed to inform me of the cabals of 
difaffected perfons, and you know that intrigues are carrying on againft me in your 
own houfehold.” “ I know not,” replied the Prince, “ that any thing is in agitation 
which will be detrimental to the Emperor and the country.” “ I will take care,” re¬ 
turned Biron, “ to place this empire in fuch a fituation as no other perl'on is capable of 
doing; for I am neither deficient in knowledge or power.” “ The nobles mult affift 
you,” faid the Prince, “and you mull all be accountable to the Emperor,” “Am I 
not regent," replied Biron, “ with abfolute authority ? Such affertions, fir, may occa- 
fion great commotions; and your Highnefs mult know, that whenever factions arife, the 
Emperor and the country are in danger; and what mull be the inevitable confequence, 
Ihould you and I be at variance?” “ A maffacre!” returned the Prince with great 
warmth, putting at the fame time his hand on his fword. 

After much altercation, the Prince accuTed Biron of forging the tellament and figna- 
ture of the Emprefs, and the Duke quitted the apartment with thefe words: “ This 
affair, lir, is of great importance, and mult be laid before the principal nobility of the 
realm.” Repairing inftantly to his palace, he fu in moiled the cabinet council, fenate, 
and principal nobility, and acquainted them with the converfation. When the imperial 
niiniiter, Count Keyferling, endeavoured to jollify the Prince, Biron called the Prince a 
iiar; and turning to Keyferling, faid, “ We want here no advocates, and no lawyer's 
quirks; then traverfing the apartment in extreme agitation, exclaimed, “ Am I a 
poifoner! or do I contend for the throne and feeptre !” 

To tne Princefs Anne, who, informed of the mi funder Handing, now made her appear¬ 
ance, he recapitulated what had palled with great bhternels. Anne was exceedingly 
affected, and appeared to blame her buiband’s conduit. At length, the Prince himfelf 
being fummoned, was prevailed upon to attend. Being reprimanded by Biron, and by 
federal who were prefent, in the groffeft terms. His Highnefs at length fubmitted to 

w lOOjOOci, according to the vake of a rouble of that period. 
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demand pardon, the tears Halting from his eyes from this neceflary but degrading 

C °Soon°afterwards J Biron fent a mefiage by Marlhal Munich ordering the Prince to 

refign his military employments. re** c ■ . 

At variance with the parents of the Emperor, fufpicious of plots, and detefted by the 
nation, the regent became agitated and uneafy, felt the precarioufnefs of his fituation, 
paid his court with great affiduity to the Princels Elizabeth, and feems even to have 
formed the defign of marrying her to the Prince, his eldeft fon, and of railing her, or 
her nephew the Duke of Holftein to the throne. He even declared publicly, that if the 
Princels or her hulband were refradory, he would fend them both into Germany, and 
place the Duke of Holftein on the throne. ^ 

While he was helitating in regard to his future condud, and laying plans to remove 
thofe who gave him umbrage, his own ruin came from a quarter which he did not exped, 
and was not prepared to refill. Marlhal Munich, fecrelly difgufted with the regent, 
fomented the difcontents, awakened the fufpicions of the Princels Anne, prevailed upon 
her to order the arreft of the Duke of Courland, and fucceeded in fecuring his perfoa 
on the 18th of December, only twenty days alter his appointment to the regency. 
Manltein, who was employed by Munich on this occafion *, penetrated at the head of 
twenty men, into the palace inhabited by Biron, though guarded by forty foldiers, who 
were placed under the windows of his bed-chamber, and by numerous ceminels polled 
in the apartments. Being perfonally known to the centinels, they permitted him to pafs, 
thinking that he had an affair of confequence to communicate to the regent. Having 
forced open the door, he approached the bed, in which the Duke and Duchefs flept io 
foundly that the noife did not awaken them. On drawing the curtains, both flatted 
up in furprife, and the Duke inftantly leaped from the bed with an intention to efcape, 
but was prevented by Manftein, who threw himfelf upon him, and held him till the fol¬ 
diers came to his affillance. In this ftruggle the Duke difengaged himfelf from Man¬ 
ftein and endeavouring to burft from the foldiers who laid hold ol Ins arm, received 
feveral blows with the but-ends of their mufkets. Being at length thrown on the floor, 
his mouth gagged with a handkerchief* and his hands tied behind with an officer^ fafti, 
he was led to the guard-room, covered with a foldier’s cloak, and conveyed in a carnage 
to the winter palace in which the Princefs Anne refided. When he was led out, the 
Duchefs fprang out of bed, ran after him into the ftreet, fereaming in an agony of de- 
fpair till forced away by the foldiers, fhe funk down on the friow, and would have 
perifhed, had not the Captain of the guard furnifhed her with clothes, and re-conduaed 

ilC T t he t nexTday the Duke and his family were conveyed to the fortrefs of Schluffel- 
burgh, and in June were removed to Pelim, a fmall town in Siberia, where he wasim- 
prifoned in a wooden hovel under the ftrifteft confinement. But he did not long re¬ 
main in this dreary fituation. The Emprefs Elizabeth recalled him from his imprifon- 
ment * and if his misfortunes had not- foftened his vindictive fpirit, he enjoyed the 
pleafure of feeing his enemy, Marlhal Munich, occupy that hovel which he had juft 

Biron was transferred to a comfortable manfion at ^ aroflaf, where he received five 
roubles a day, and the permifEon of hunting in the vicinity. In this fituation, wretched 
when contra tied with his former ftation as the omnipotent favourite of Anne, or as re- 
gent of Ruflia* but el paradile when compared with his prifon at Pelim* he paffed his 


* Memoirs of Manikin* 


days 


720 


COXE’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


days during the whole reign of Elizabeth On her demife, Peter the Third recalled 
Biron to Peterlbufgh, bur did not reinjlate him in the duchy of Courland. Biron had 
refuted during his confinement, to te&gn his right to that duchy, although he was of¬ 
fered his liberty, and a pen lion of ioo,uco roubles} nor could he be prevailed upon by 
Peter the Third to abdicate in favour of the Duke of HoUlein ; nobly adding, that he 
would undergo a fecond imprifonment rather than injure his family, Catharine reftored 
him to his former dignity. 

In 176th Biron repaired to Mktau, twenty-eight years after Ills election, and for the 
firft time fince he had been raifsd to the ducal throne. Prince Charles of Saxony, 
although Supported by a large panyin Courland, yet receiving no ailUlance from his father 
A eg 11 11 us the Third, was coin pel led to retire before the Ru (ban forces; and Biron received 
the oaths of allegiance from the whole nation* In 1764, he obtained from the King 
and republic of Poland the invetliture of Courland for his eldeft fou Peter, the prefent 
Duke ; in t 769, abdicated in his favour, and in 1772, clofed at Mittau, in the eighty- 
third year of his age, a life of unparalleled viciffitude. 

The confiitution # of Courland is extremely complicated, and the rights of Poland, 
of the Duke, and of the diet are fo interwoven, as to be diferim mated with difficulty. 

From the hifturical ffcetch of the fucceffion to the ducal throne, it will appear that 
Courland is a male*fief, dependent on and conferred by the crown of Poland- The 
territorial fuperiority of Poland is fettled by the Pa£ia Subjedimh^ or acts of vaffalage, 
ratified by the King and Duke, on the receipt of the inveftiture. The King inverts each 
Duke with the duchies of Courland and Semigatlia as fiefs of Poland ; and receives his 
homage as from a vafl'al to his liege lord. If Poland i§ engaged in war, the Duke muft 
furnilli two hundred horfe, or five hundred infantry ; and the nobles are bound to fupply 
two hundred horfe, or 30,000 dollars in the firft year of the war, provided no Polifh 
or enemy's troops are quartered in Courland, and 10,000 dollars in each of the iuc- 
ceeding years. The money bears on one fide, the head of the King, or the arms of 
Poland and Lithuania, and is ftruck on the fame ftandard as the coin of Poland, The 
Polifh money partes current in Courland, and the Gbprlandifh in Poland, 

The King fettles difputes between the Duke and his fubjecls, receives remonrtrances 
againft any infringement of privileges from the diet, and can order the redrefs of 
grievances* 

The diet of Poland ratifies all law's which alter or new model the conrtuution, con¬ 
firms the creation of nob!e$, and the indigenat rechi , or right of naturalization, recom¬ 
mended by the Duke and diet of Courland, It is alfo the fupreme court of judicature, 
to-which any noble may appeal from the decifion of the courts of jurtice in Courland* 
In all civil caufes above the value of 500 Polifh florins, and in all criminal cafes fpeci- 
fied in the ftatutes, the final decifion is left to the King and republic. The King in re¬ 
turn binds hiinfelf to fupport the confiitution, the Duke in all his prerogatives, and the 
nobles and burghers in all their privileges. 

This Duke and diet enjoy the fupreme authority ill all other circumftances not con¬ 
tradictory to their feudal dcpendance, or which are not mentioned in the acts of 
fubjeftion* 

The Duke is inverted with the executive power, and the general adminiflration of 
affairs* He has a negative in all the proceedings of the diet, confers the principal 
charges, both civil and military, enjoys the right of pardoning criminals, judges in par* 

* For the hiftory and conftltutioti of Courland, fee Lengnich, jufi Pubh Reg- Poloni. lib, L c* x. fee* v* 
to vii, and Ziegeimorn’a Staata Recht der HcrUogthucoier Corn-land and Semegallen. 
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ticular cafes without appeal, in all civil caules below 500 Polifh florins, and in delin¬ 
quencies and crimes not ipecifled in the flatute law. 

The Duke, flriftly fpeaking, has the right to declare war, make peace, or contra £1 
alliances; but although fome inftances of his exerciling thefe prerogatives have occurred, 
yet he ufually confults the diet on thefe occaftons. His revenues are ample, and derived 
from the ducal demefnes, which are fuppofed to form one-third of the duchy, from tolls 
and cuftoms, manorial and feudal rights, fines, and confifcations of goods, amounting 
to not lefs than i6o,oool. per annum, which ahnoft entirely belongs to his privy purfe, 
as the expences of his court are trifling, and he is not permitted to maintain more than 
five hundred troops. The prerogatives of the Duke are circumfcribed by his vaffalage 
to Poland, by the diet of Courland, and the privileges of the nobles. 

Diets are ordinary or extraordinary; both convoked by the Duke, either at his own 
pleafure, or at the requetl of the nobles. Extraordinary diets are fummoned as occafjon 
requires. Ordinary diets are convoked every two years, fix weeks before the meeting 
of the Polifh diet. With the circular letters expedited to the parifhes for the eleftion of 
the deputies, the Duke fends the propofitions called Deliberations, which are to be laid 
before the diet, and muff, at the fame time, tranfmit any grievances complained of by the 
body of nobles, for the confideration of that afleinbly. 

The deputies inufl be noble, and are elected by the nobles in their refpeftive parifhes. 
Their number is uncertain, becaufe fometimes one parifh chufes one or two deputies, 
and not unufually three parifhes join in appointing only one, but may be eflimated at 
twenty-feven, the number of parifhes. 

The diet affembles generally at Mittau, and chufes by a majority of votes a marflial 
or prefident. The deputies then, headed by the marflial, repair to the palace, are re¬ 
ceived by the Duke in flate, kifs his hand, and are entertained at dinner. ■ 

The diet, conjointly with the Duke, impofes taxes, and pafles all laws and regulations 
which do not infringe on the feodal rights of Poland, or alter the conftitution. 

The diet firft fubmitsall grievances to the Duke; and if heconfiders them nugatory, 
and refufes toredrefs them, the deputies enjoy the privilege of laying their remonftrances 
before the diet of Poland, as the fupreme court of legiflature. 

All queflions are carried or rejefted by the majority, and each deputy mult vote ac¬ 
cording to the inftruftions of his conflituents; but in all inftances wherein the conftii it¬ 
ems have not fully inftrufted the deputy, his vote is null, and the fentiments of the 
majority prevail. 

From this abfurd method of giving previous inftruftions, and the attempts or the 
deputies to elude them, many inftances occur in the hiftory of Courland, in which the 
minority have prevailed over the majority: this cuftom has alfo given rile to feveral 
attempts fuccelsfully made for a Angle deputy to affume the right of the liberum 
•ueto * as in Poland, though under another name, and to difiolve the diet from his foie 

oppofition. •'.•/!• 

At the diflolution of the diet, the deputies are bound to acquaint their conflituents m 
perfon with the tranfaftions; a circumftance which gives rife to faftions, and has not 
unfrequently occafioned civil commotions. 

Many of the privileges enjoyed by the nobles are enormous, and inconfiflent with 
every principle of found policy. A noble cannot be arrefled by order t>f the Duke, 
for the moil flagrant aft, except within twenty-four hours after the commimon of the 
crime; if he efcapes during* that time, he cannot be arrefted without an order from the 

* See Book i. chap* 5* 
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King and republic of Poland ; he cannot be imprifoned till found guilty, or executed, 
but by permiffion of the King and republic. 

The higheft and molt important officers of ftate mult be drawn from their body. 
Nobles are exempted from the payment of all taxes and impofts; being only bound, 
according to their feodal tenure, to furnilh in time of war their quota of cavalry. 1 heir 
power over their pealanrs is, if poffible, more unbounded than that of the Polilh gentry. 
In judging delinquencies and crimes, a noble can form a luminary court of juftice, 
compofcd of himlelf, three or four friends, and an attorney, and, after a mock trial, 
may order corporeal punilhment, or may inflict immediate execution. 

The Duke is aflifted in the adminiilration of affairs by a privy council, called the Su¬ 
preme Council, compofed of four high counfellors, and two civilians or doctors, all 
appointed by the Duke, but holding their places for life, unlefs proved guilty of mal- 
verfation, and removed by the King of Poland. The four high counfellors are, the 
high fteward, the chancellor, the burgrave, and the marfhal. The province of this 
council is to advife the Duke in all concerns of Rate, to preferve the rights and privi¬ 
leges of the fubjeft, and to remcnftrate againft grievances. . 

The four high counfellors form alfo, in conjunction with the Duke, the criminal 
court of judicature for the nobles, to which an appeal lies from the inferior courts of 
juftice; and which judges all crimes excepting premeditated murder, wilful burning of 
houfes, robbery, rapes, or open violence, which being capital, are referred to the King 
of Poland. The fame four high counfellors are inveltcd with the regency, during the 
minority, abfence, or ficknefs of the Duke, or on a vacancy of the ducal throne. In 
thefe cafes, the two civilians, who are confidered as the Duke’s councilors, are excluded, 
to the great detriment of the country, as they are u hi ally the moll enlightened counfel¬ 
lors, and not being nobles, are more inclined to encourage manufaftures and com¬ 
merce, and are particularly attentive, that the privileges of the lower orders fltould be 

preferved. ... 

The enormous privileges of the nobles have been the occafion of exciting the civil 
commotions which have overwhelmed Courland for this laft century. Its internal his¬ 
tory is a continued feries of difputes between the Duke and the nobles; the boalted 
freedom of the country is a fpirit of fa&ion under the name of liberty, which, as in Po¬ 
land, means an ariftocratkal lieentioufnefs, oppr effing others, but free itfelf to commit 
all kinds of enormities. . 

In all countries, where the fpirit of feodal defpotifm (the word fpecies of tyranny) 
prevails, the peafants are opprefled, and agriculture is in a declining ftate; the merchants 
are defpifed, and commerce languiffies; men of learning are neglected, and letters un¬ 
cultivated ; the nobles and gentry alone enjoy the right of being landholders, and centre 
in themfelves the whole power of government. Daily, however, this odious flavery 
lofes ground ; the age becomes more enlightened ; the citizen, the merchant, the ma¬ 
nufacturer, and the peafant, gain efteem and confequence; and the time perhaps is not 
diftant when they will be permitted to enjoy the common rights of mankind. 

Should the Duke die without iffue, the right of appointing a fucceffor is veiled in the 
diet of Courland, with the approbation of the King and the republic of Poland. But 
as Courland is too fmall a ftate to a£t independently of the great neighbouring king¬ 
doms, the nomination of the new Duke muft depend on the will of that power which 
has mod preponderance in the north, and confequenrly mod influence in Poland. 

"When Poland was the great preponderating power, Courland was fubfervient to that 
republic; when Sweden, under Guftavus Adolphus, and his immediate fucceffors, 
rofe fuperior to Poland, it was overrun by the Swedes, and its Sovereign led into enp- 
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tivity *, When the fortune of the houfe of Vafa declined, and Ruflia gained the af» 
cendancy, Courland became almoft a province of Ruflia; the Dukes were elected and 
depofed by the influence of the court of Peterlburgh, and its dependence on Poland was 
a mere formality. But as Ruflia has lately loft her influence in Poland, the Duke of 
Courland has emancipated hhnfelf from his abfolute dependence on the court of Peterf- 
burgh. Whether this emancipation is temporary or permanent muft depend on the fate 
of the prefent war, and the iffue of the pending negotiations t- 

The prevailing religion is the Lutheran, but all other perfuafions are tolerated ; and 
the Roman catholics are capable of holding all military and civil offices, that of chan¬ 
cellor and a few others excepted. 

The language is a dialed bf the Livonian or Lettifn, the fame which is fpoken, with a 
little variation, by the Livonians and Efthonians, and is probably derived from the Fin* 
nifli. The nobles and gentry, being defeended from German fettlers, fpeak German, 
and that tongue is always ufed in the debates of the diet. 

From Mktau we traverfed the duchy of Courland, a country fwelling into gentle hills, 
and fertile in corn, hemp, and flax. The inhabitants export thofe commodities from the 
port of Libau on the Baltic, the only commercial town of Courland, and import in 
return coffee, tea, wines, cloth, fait, and other foreign merchandize, which fuppty the 
interior confumption. The country is moftly open ; but in fome parts clothed with 
forefts of pine and fir, dotted with occafional groves of fine oak, and fprinkled with 
much under-wood. The villages are neat, the fcattered cottages and gentlemen’s feats 
prettily fituated amid clumps of trees, and the inns provided with beds, a great luxury 
to travellers juft come from Ruflia. The roads are extremely indifferent, and in this 
feafon of the year fcarcely paffable. 

Chap. XI.— Of Catharine.—Her Origin and early Adventures.—Married to a Swedijh 
Dragoon.—Captured by the Ruffians. — Becomes the Mtflrefs , Confort , and Succejfor of 
Peter the Gieat. — Hi/lory of her Elevation to the Throne.—Death and Character • 

MANY authors have expreffed great furprize at the contradictory reports relative to 
the origin of Catharine I. But to expert that the hiftory of a perfon of low extraction, 
who gradually rofe to the molt exalted ftation, fhould contain no uncertain and difeor- 
dant accounts, is to expert impoflibilities. All that remains, therefore, is, without pre- 

*■ James Duke of Courland, taken prifoner lit 1458* by Charles X, King of Sweden. 

■J- Courland is now a province of the Ruffian empire. Soon after the conqueft and final divifion of Po¬ 
land, Peter, Duke of Courland, repaired to Peterlburgh ; he bad an audience of Catharine the Second, on 
the 12th of March J/9£j and was received with the higheft honours. .About the fame time, the diet of 
Courland aflcmbled, and after fome trifling opposition, but much violent altercation, declared the^two 
duchies of Courland and Semigallia feparated from their feudal dependence on Poland, and fubmkted 
themfelves to the dominion of Ruflia. {March iS, 179 5 *) 

On the 28th, the Duke ffTued an aa of renunciation, and Courland was erefted into a government, di¬ 
vided into nine circles, under a Ruffian governor* refident at Mittau* The falaries were continued to the 
officers of Hate, and perfoias holding places under the former government z and the Duke himfelf was amply 
gratified for the refignation of his dignity. He had been long at variance with his fubjc£ts ? and fearedy 
'ever refided at Mittau; he had alfo forefeen the lofs of his dominions, and had fecured large fums of money, 
with which be purehafed the duchy of Sngau* and the conn ties oE Wartenberg, Belin, and Gofchutz, in 
^Sikfia, and eflates in Brandenburgh, Pie llill retains thetuleof Duke of Courland and Semigalha* Peter 
was born in 1724* and has by his wife, Anne Charlotte Dorothea^ daughter of John Frederick Count of 
Medem. federal daughters, Hk brother Prince Charles was born id 172^, and has by the Princefs Appoh 
4 onia Poninlka fevers! fon&* 
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judice or partiality, to compare the various hi Tories of Catharine I. and to collefl. from 
the whole the moft probable narrative. 

Catharine was the natural daughter * of a country girl, and was born at Ringen, a 
final! village upon the lake Virtcherve, near Dorpt, in Livonia. The year of her birth 

is 

* I Jhall mate a few remarks concerning ihe authors From whom I have principally ext rafted this ac- 
count of Catharine I. The firft and mofl authentic is Weber* 

Weber was the Hanoverian refident at Feitrfburgh during part of the reign of Peter I* and took extra¬ 
ordinary pains to obtain the bed informs ton relative to the origin of Catharine. He learned the Ruffian 
language of Wurrnhj who was tutor to Gluck’s children when Catharine was in that minifteris houfe at 
Maricn burgh : from him* therefore, be wap able to obtain the molt authentic intelligence. Weber may 
have been millaken in a few trilling incidents, but his narrative upon the whole is to be depended upon* bee 
Vernndcrtcs Rufsland, vol. m* p. 7 — 10* 

La Motraye, in his Travels, has given a ftiort account of her family* &c. Among oilier intelligence, 
he culkfted much information from a Livonian girl, who had been fold by the Ruffians to the Turks, ami B 
whom he bought of the Janizaries : tills girl knew Catharine at Marlenburg, and told him federal particu¬ 
lars relating to her, which were afterwards confirmed to him in Livonia* The account of La Motraye 
correfponds with that of Weber in the principal events, differing only in a few trifling points, 

Rruce has alfi> given an account of her origin^ which he relates as he heard it told by thofe who knew 
her from her infancy. His narrative correfponds, upon die whole, with that of Weber in all eiLntial 
cr ream fiances* 

Thefe three perfons are the principal authors who were in Ruffia towards the beginning of this century, 
and collected information on the fpot ; we may therefore rely on them with more fafety than upon later 
writers ; and they all agree in confirming the lownefs of her birth, and her marriage with the Swedish 
dragoon* 

Voltaire, in his life of Peter I. has Qightly palled over the early adventures of Catharine | he mentions 
nothing of her birth, her marriage with ihe SwedHlt foldier ; as circumftances derogatory from the honour 
of the Emprefs Elizabeth, by whofe defire he wrote the life of Peter the Great. But willing to emiob’e 
the family of Catharine I. he records a ilrangc ftory, which has all the air of romance, concerning a brother 
of Catharine, named Scavronfki, who was found to be the fon of a gentleman of Lithuania* Voltaire cites 
for Ills authority “le manuferit curieux d J nn homme qui etait alors an feivice du czar, & qui park comme 
temoin j” but without mentioning his name. 

. From Voltaire many fuccerdlng authors have advanced that Catharine was of the family of Scavron/ki; 
and it is certain that the Emprcfs Elizabeth acknowledged that family as her relations, and conferred 
honours upon its members* 

This anecdote concerning Scavroniki is poiirively contradl&ed by a pafiage in BafTevitz, who afilfted 
Meiitcliikof in railing Catharine to the throne, arid who mull have known if any brother of Catharine had 
been at Petn/burgh during the life of Peter. He aliens, that Catharine did not produce any of her rela¬ 
tions during Peter's life ; that after his death a perfon made his appearance at Peierfburgh as her brother, 
under the name of Count Hendrik of; that he lived in obfeurity during the reigns of Peter II* and Anne, 
and that Elizabeth made bis fon a chamberlain* Jiufehhig, ix* p. 395. 

Weber alfo upon this head relates, “ that a near relation of Catharine came to Peteifburgh with his fa¬ 
mily, coufitUng of three Ions and two daughters. He was called Count tkavoronfki ; certainly the fame as 
Scavroniki) ; the eldeft daughter, Sophia, was appointed by the Emprefs maid of honour ; the other chil¬ 
dren were educated by thtir father* The arrival of tktfaJlrangers gave rife to many reports concerning the 
origin of Catharine ; that Her father, whole name was laid to be John Rabe, was a quarter-mailer in a 
Swedifh regiment ; and that her mother was the daughter of a town-fee ret ary of Riga* The widow, after 
her LufbamTs death, went to her relations at Riga ; but foon dying, Gluck took the foundling into his 
family. Thcfe reports, which began to circulate, aecafioned a public decree, forbidding all perfons, upon 
pain of death, from uitering difrefpe&ful exprefiions again ft the Lie Emperor, or the reigning Emprcfs and 
her family* ?l Ver. Ruff vol. iii* p 76. 

We may indeed take it for granted, that if Catharine s family had been nobly defeended, the fccret would 
have been difeovered during thelifc of Ikier, nod have been favourably received by that Emperor, who was 
prevented, from the olfcurily of her blnh r from carrying her with him to Paris, not being willing to expofe 
her to infuh ; * 11 ne Yu&kiit pas tkxpofer, dft on, aux rebuts qu’il craiguait pour elk vt I'objcurite defa 
wijikn&i dc la delicateffe Fnu>£aifc* ,J Ball'evitz in Ihif. Mag. ix. p* 316. 

An Auftrian envoy, who was at Peterfburgh in 1725. and wrote an account to his court of her accrifijfl 
to the throne, fays, " that fhe was a natural ttatrghter of a Livonian nobleman, whofe name was Alvendhcl ; 
that Her mother afterwards married a rich pafant, by whom the had a fon and a daughter ; that the former 
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is uncertain; but according to her own account *, flie came into the world on the 5th 
of April, 1689. Iler original name was Martha, which file changed for Catharine 
when (lie embraced the Greek religon. Count Rofen, a lieutenant-colonel in the 
Swedifli fervice, who owned the village of Ringen, fupported, according to the cuftom 
of the country, both the mother and child, and was, for that reafon fuppofed to be her 
father. She" loft her mother when {he was three years old, and Count Rofen dying 
about the fame time, was left in fo deftitute a fituation, that the clerk of the village re¬ 
ceived her into his houfe. Soon afterwards Gluck, Lutheran tninifler of Marienburgh, 
took her under his protection, brought her up in his family, and employed her in at¬ 
tending his children. In 1701 f fhe efpoufed a dragoon of the Swedifii garrifon of 
Marienburgh J. Many different accounts are given ol this tranfaftion; one author § of 
great credit affirms that the bride and bridegroom remained together eight days alter 
their marriage; another ||, of no lefs authority, afferts, that on the morning of the 
nuptials her hulband was lent with a detachment for Riga, and the marriage was never 
confummated. This much is certain, that the dragoon was abfait when Marienburgh 
lurrendered to the Ruffians, and Catharine, referred for a higher fortune, never faw 
him more. 

General Bauer, on the capture of Marienburgh faw Catharine among the pnfoners; 
and, finitten with her beauty, took her to his houfe, where (he fupermtended his do- 


was put to death by Peter, for openly declaring himfelf to be the brother of Catharine; and that the fitter 
received for tome time a penfion of 500 roubles from the Emprefs, but was afterwards confined iu a houfe 
of correction darinv the reign oi -Peter I, by Catharine's defire. J * He adds, 14 Catharine was brought tip 
in Gluck's lioufe ; flic became the miftrefs of Tiefenhoufen, a captain of Swedifii horfe, by whom ihe had a 
fon ; he afterwards gave het in marriage to a dragoon of his troop, with whom the lived three years, umil 
fhe was taken prifoner at Narva by the Ruffians." But this minifter, who is well informed in what relates 
to the latter part of Catharine’s life and the means by which (he afeended the throne, feems to have detailed 
many idle reports about her family and early hiilory Bufch, Hitt. Mag. xi. p. 4^- 

Before I clofe this note I mull mention the opinion of Bnfching, who, during his refidencc at Peterb 
burgh, coIRAed much authentic information in refptcl to the various parts of the Ruffian hiftory : aniongft 
other articles, be Las given arecdotes of Catharine 1 . which he opens by faying. All the accounts which 
writers have hitherto given, or rather conjeftured, of the birth and family of Catharine I. are falfc. 
Ibid, iii p. 190. He favs her family was from Lithuania, and her father's name Samuel ; her brother 
was Count Charles Scavroldki j her fitter Cbrittina married Count Simon Hendrikof, and the Other, whofe 
name was Anne, Michael Yefimofei. He confirms her marriage with the Swedtfh dragion, but places the 
feene at Fraudadt in i oland, and not at Marienburgh, He informs ua, that he obtained this information 
from an old lady whofe name he conceals, who died lately at Peterfburgh, and knew Catharine from her 
firft appearance in Ruffia, and was greally in her Favour. He adds alfo an account of an officer who brought 
Catharine’s fitter Anne from Lithuania to Peteifburgh. With great deference, however, fo fo refpe&able 
an authority, we cannot, merely up 11 this hearfay evidence, fetafide the tcftimoiiies of Weber, La Motraye, 
and Bruce:' this (lory feems, in rffifi, the fame flying report as that it. Voltaire ; and the lady who gave 
the intelligence to Lufching, might be willing to ratify the current report in Elizabeth's tune, in honour of 
her friend and patronefs Catharine. It appears, however, as well fiom this intelligence as from the infor¬ 
mation of Weber and BaflevitZ, that fome real or pretended relations of Catharine made their appearance at 
PetcHburc-h during her reign ; that they were acknowledged and promoted by her, and afterwards by 
El zabeth" not unwilling, perhaps, to believe, without inquiry, her mother's family to be nobly defeended. 

Schmidt, in his Materials, &c has col letted in one point of view great part of the intelligence which 
relates to Catharine and to him I am greatly obliged for abridging the trouble necefiary iu Rich a comph- 

cated inquiry, r , , - . * 

* Baihvitz in Bvifclung, is. p 57J. Some fay fhe was loin fo early as 15S3, Bufctung, i:-:. p 4b 1 
| Weber fays in her eighteenth year; but if, according to her own account, fhe was born in :6.‘9. fhe 
was only thirteen. 

■f Wtirmb aWeber, that during her rtfiddncc at Marienburgh fhe was a pattern ot virtue and good 
behaviour j which contradicts the lepovlj that ihe had been a common woman In X-ivonla* 
jJ Wtber. 1 ].Bruce, p 74. 
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meftic affairs, and was fuppofed to be his mi ft refs* Soon afterwards file ^as temoveft 
into the family of Prince Memehikof, who was no lefs (truck with the attraflions of the 
fair captive : with him (he lived until 1704, when., in the feventeenth year of her age* 
fhe became the niiftrefs of Peter the Greats and won fo much upon his affeftions, that 
he efpoufed * her on the 29th of May, 1711. The ceremony was fecretly performed 
at Jawerof in Poland, in the prefence of General Bruce, and on the 20th of February, 
1712, was publicly lolemnized at Peterfburgh. 

Catharine, by the mofl unwearied afliduity and imrerrmted attention, by the fofmefs 
and complacency of her difpofnion, but above alt by an extraordinary livelinefs of tem¬ 
per, acquired a wonderful afcendency over the mind of Peter. The Emperor was fub- 
jed to occafionai horrors, which rendered him gloomy and fufpicious, and produced a 
temporary madnefs. In thefe dreadful moments Catharine was the only perfuri who 
ventured to approach him: fuch was the kind of fafdnation t Hie had acquired over his 
fenfes, that her prefence had an inftantaneous effeft; the fir ft found of her voice com¬ 
posed his mind and calmed his agonies. From thefe circumfiances (be feemcd neceffary, 
not only to his comfort, but even to his exiftence; Hie became his infeparable com¬ 
panion during his journies into foreign countries, and accompanied him even in his mili¬ 
tary expeditions. 

The peace of Pruth, by which the Ruffian army was refcued from certain deftruc- 
tion, has been wholly attributed to Catharine, though fhe was only the inftrument in 
extorting the confent of Peter. In the campaign of 1711 againft the Turks, having 
imprudently led his troops into a difadvantageous lituation, he formed the defperate 
refolution of cutting his way through the Turkifli army in the night, and retiring to his 
tent in an agony of defpair, gave pofitive orders that no one fliould be admitted, under 
pain of death. In this important juncture, the principal officers and the vice-chancellor 
ShaffirofJ, affembled in the prefence .of Catharine, and drew up certain preliminaries 
to obtain a truce from the Grand Vizier. Plenipotentiaries were immediately clifpatched 
without the knowledge of Peter, to the Grand Vizier, and a peace obtained on more 
reafonabie conditions than could have been expected. With thefe conditions Catha¬ 
rine, notwithstanding the orders iflued by Peter, entered the rent, and obtained bis 
fignattire. By her conduct Catharine acquired great popularity, and the Emperor 
fpecifies her behaviour at Pruth, as one of the reafons which induced him to crown her 
publicly at Mofcow with his own hand. This ceremony § was performed in 1724; 
and though defigned by Peter only as a proof of his affe&ion, was the caufe of her 
fubfequent elevation. 

Some authors have affirmed, without the fmalleft foundation, that Peter placed the 
crown upon her head as a prelude to his future intention in her favour, and even ap¬ 
pointed her his fucceffor ; but no traces of this intention were ever difeovered* Nothing 

* Cordon fays fhe had feveral children by the Czar before he efpoufed her* particularly the Princefs 
Anne 'J he Czar, he adds, was married to her in 1710. Life of Peter, voh if p 25S. Weber only 
relates, that the marriage, which was before kept fecret, was made public in 171 I. Voltaire places the 
fee ret marriage hi 1707 A pafTage In Bruce’s Memoirs is decifivc : * On the f7 l h (May, 1711^ we 

strived at Warfaw, and at Jawerof on the apth* where we found the Czar and Czarina, and they were 
privately married, at which ceremony the General m>as prefent ; and upon this occafion he svas mafter- 

of the ordnance, in the room of the Prince of Audita, who died a pnfoner in P. 06. 

■f Elle avail un afCendant fur fes feus, qtll tenaifc prefque du prodige*” BafFcvitz hi Bufch, ia* 
p- 29 *’ 

J Motraye’s Travels, vol. in, p, 151, note, alfo p, 103, 

§ The reader will find a circuthfiantial account of the coronation, with all the ceremonies and entertam- 
me uU t ia Bruce, who was himfelf prefent, Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 351 to 363. 
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indeed affords a ilronger proof of the contrary, than the manifeffo of Catharine’s accef- 
fion, in which fhe refts her right folely on her coronation at Mofcow, and on the refo- 
Imions of the lenate, the clergy, and the body of the generals *. Her influence continued 
undiminilhed until a fhort time before the death of Peter; when fome circumftances oc¬ 
casioned a mtfunderftanding, which might have ended in a total rupture, if his death had 
not intervened. The original canl'e of this mifunderftanding arofe from the difeovery 
of a fecret connexion between Catharine and Mens, her firlt chamberlain. The Em¬ 
peror, fufpicious of the connexion, quitted Peterfburgh, under pretence of removing to 
a villa for a few days ; but privately returned to his winter palace in the capital. From 
whence he occafionally fent a confidential page with a complimentary meffage to the 
Emprefs, as if he was in the country, with fecret orders to obferve her motions. From 
his information, the Emperor, on the third night, furprifed Catharine in an arbour of 
the garden with her favourite Mons; while his filler, Madame Bailee, who was fir ft 
lady of the bed-chamber, was in company with a page, upon the watch without the 
arbour. 

Peter t ftruck Catharine with his cane, as well as the page who endeavoured to pre¬ 
vent him from entering the arbour, and then retired without uttering a fingle word. 
Mons and his filler were taken into cuflody, and a report was circulated, that they were 
imprifoned for receiving bribes, and making their influence over the Emprefs fubfervi- 
ent to their own mercenary views. Mons was carried to the winter palace, where no 
one had admifiion to him but Peter, who himfelf brought his provjfions j being exa¬ 
mined in the prefence of Major General Ufchakof, and threatened with the torture, he 
confeffed the corruption Taid to his charge, and was beheaded. His filler received five 
ftroki s of tlie knoot, and was banifhed into Siberia ; two of her fons, who were cham¬ 
berlains, were alfo degraded, and fent as common foldiers among the Ruffian troops in 
Perfia. On the day fubfequent to the execution of the fentence, Peter conveyed Catha¬ 
rine in an open carriage under the gallows, to which was nailed the head of Mons; the 
Emprefs, without changing colour at this dreadful object, exclaimed, “ What a pity it 
is, that there is fo much corruption among courtiers J.” 

As this event was followed by Peter’s death, and as Catharine recalled Madame Balke, 
fhe was fufpefted of fhortening the days of her htrfband by poifon. But notwithftand- 
ing the critical fituation of Catharine at the time of his deceafe, and her fubfequent ele¬ 
vation, this charge is deftitute of proof; for the nature of the diforder with which Peter 
had been long afflicted, and the peculiar lymptoms § of his lafl illnefs, fufficiently account 
for his death, without recurring to poifon. 

Peter 

* See Dumont* Corps Diplom, veil. viil. part 2. p* 104, 

f BafTevitz and Volume rtSate tlm traitia&ion in a different manner, but neither of them would repre- 
feut any circttm fence tending in the kail to criminate Catharine. The Aultrian envoy, from whom the 
above relation is chiefly ext rafted, lays that he received information of the whole affair Jrom the page fent 
by Peter, whole name was Drevemch Bufch. BijL Mag, xi. p. 49, BafTevitz himfelf mentions i lie anec¬ 
dote of his driving her under the gallows* which fetmsto imply* that Peter certainly thought Catharine 
guilty of au intrigue with Mons 

% Baffevitz in Bufch Hift. Mag* fat, p> 

§ 4t Peter,’ 3 faya the Andrian envoy, u had formerly contracted from one of his mmrefles a complaint* 
which on account of his excels, was never completely eradicated ; and drinking at the ridiculous efeftion 
of the mock-patriarch-|l, an enormous quantity of wine, beer, mead, and brandy, it iocreafed to fueli a 
degree as to become incurable ; but as there appeared no external fymptoms* the phyheuuts conceived the 
diforder to be the done, and treated it accordingly. By thefemeans the virus at length gradually gained 
foeh a height as to form an abfeeis in the bladder, which, in his laft illnefs, brought on a feangury* that 

\\ See an account of this in Bruce J a Memoirs, 
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Peter having, in 1724, decreed that the reigning fovereign fliould have the power of 
appointing his fucceffor, ought, in common prudence, to have provided one in cafe of 
his hidden death ; but he was feized with his laft illnefs before he had performed that 
ueceffary duty. Ilis diforder was a ftrangury, which was not at firfl attended with 
alarming fymptoms ; but fuddenly increafed to a violent degree, and occafioned fueh 
excruciating tortures, as totally deprived him of his fenfes. In a lucid interval he de¬ 
manded pen and paper, and endeavoured to write, but could only trace characters that 
were not legible. He then called for his daughter Anne; but before her arrival his 
fpeech and underhanding failed, and he remained in this hate fix-and-thirty hours until 
he expired * *. * 

It is evident from this account, drawn from unqueftionable authorities, that he did 
not appoint his heir; and though forne perfons concluded, that he purpofed entailing 
the crown upon his grandfon Peter, yet lie probably deftined his eldeft daughter Anne 
to be his fucceffor j but was prevented, by the fuddenuefs of his death, from carrying his 
defign into execution. 

While Peter was yet lying in the agonies of death, feveral oppofite parties were ca¬ 
balling to difpofe of the crown. At a confiderable meeting of many among the princi¬ 
pal nobility, it was fecretly determined to arreft Catharine, at the moment of his diffo- 
lution, and place Peter Alexieviich upon the throne f. Baffevitz, apprized of this refo- 
Iution, repaired in perfon to the Emprefs, although it was already night. “My grief 
and conffprtiation,” replied Catharine, “ render me incapable of acting for myfelf^ do 
you and Prince Mentchikof con full together, and I will embrace the meafures which 
you /halt approve in my name.” Baffevitz, finding Mentchikof afleep, awakened and 
informed him of the prefling danger which threatened the Emprefs and her party. As 
no time remained for deliberation, the Prince inflantly feized the treafure, l’ecured the 
fortrefs, gained the officers of the guards by bribes and promifes, alfo a few of the no¬ 
bility, and the principal clergy. Thefe partizans being convened in the palace, Catha¬ 
rine made her appearance; file claimed the throne in right of her coronation at Mofcow; 
expofed the ill eflefts of a minority, and promifed, that “ /lie would receive the crown 
only as a facred depofit, to be reltored to the Great-Duke, when flie would be united, 
in another world, to an adored hufband, whom fhe was now upon the point of loting.” 

The pathetic manner with which fhe uttered this addrefs, and the tears which accom¬ 
panied it, added to the previous diflribution of large furns of money and jewels, pro¬ 
duced the defired effeft; and the remainder of the night was employed in making the 
neceffary preparations to enfureher acceflion. 

The death of Peter, in the morning of the 28th of January, being divulged, the fe- 
nate, the generals, the principal nobility and clergy, haftened to the palace to proclaim 
the new Sovereign. Jhe adherents of the Great-Duke feemed fecure of'fucce/s, and 
the friends of Catharine were avoided as perfons doomed to deftruftiom At this junc- 


foon ended in his death. Upon his death-bed hegrievoufiy repented of his fins, confeifed that tie had filed 
modi innocent blood, ex pre fled thcgrcarell concern for his behavionr to his unfortunate fon ; adding, how¬ 
ever, that he hoped God would forgive his fins, in cotifideration of the good he had conferred on his coun¬ 
try. Bufch. Htft. Mag. xi. p. 496. Gordon fays, "he caught cold, which, with a violent ftrangury 
and retention of unite, occafioned by an impofthume in his bladder, put an end to his life on the 2St.i1 of 
January, 1722.” 

* Bit fit vita in Bofching, ix. p. 37*. alfo Weber Ver. RuIT. vol. it. p. 199. 

+ Tant qu’on lui favojt un toufle de vie, perfonne n’ofoit i’entreprendre. Telle etoit la force du refoeft 
et de la terreur, qu impnma ce heros. Baffevitz, p.374. 
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ture Baflevitz whifpered one of the cppofite party, cc The Emprefs is miftrds of the 
treafure and fortrefs; (lie has gained over the guards and die fynod, and many of the 
chief nobility; even here fhe has more followers than you imagine; ad vile therefore 
your friends to make no oppofilion as they value their heads;** This information being 
rapidly circulated, Baflevitz gave the fignal, and two regiments of guards, who had been 
gained by a largefs * to declare for Catharine, and already furrounded the palace, beat 
to arms, Who has dared,” exclaimed Prince Repnin, the commander in chief, tk to 
draw out the troops without my knowledge l 5 *—“I,” returned General Buttcrlm, 
“ without pretending to difpute your authority, in obedience to the commands of my 
mo ft gracious miftrels.” This fliort reply was followed by a dead filence. 

In this moment of fufpenfe and anxiety, Mentchikof entered, preceding Catharine, 
fupported by the Duke of HoHtein. She attempted to fpeak, but was prevented, by 
fighs and tears, from giving utterance to her words; at length, recovering herfelf, C4 1 
come,” file laid, “ notwkhftanding the grief which now overwhelms me, to allure you, 
that, fubmiflive to the will of my departed hufband, whofe memory will be ever dear to 
me, I am ready to devote my days to the painful occupations of government, until Pro, 
vidence /hall lummon me to follow him,** Then, after a fhort paufe, fhe artfully added. 

If the Great-Duke will profit by my inftruftions; perhaps I /hall have the confokuion, 
during my wretched widowhood, of forming for you an Emperor worthy of the blood 
and name of him whom you have now irretrievably loft.” “ As this crifis,** replied 
Mentchikof, ct is a moment of fuch importance to the good of the empire, and requires 
the mo ft mature deliberation, your Majefty will permit us to confer without reftraint, 
that this whole affair may be tranfafted without reproach, not only in the opinion of the 
prefen t age, but alfo of pofterityP*—“ Acting as I do,” anfwered Catharine, more 
for the public good than for my own advantage, I am not afraid to fubmit all my con¬ 
cerns to the judgment of this enlightened affembly ; you have not only my permiflion to 
confer with freedom ; but I lay my commands upon you all, to deliberate maturely on 
this important fubjeft, and promife to adopt the refult of your decifions.” At the 
conclufion of thefe words, the affembly retired into another apartment, and the doors 
were locked. 

It was previoufly fettled by Mentchikof and his party, to declare Catharine Emprefs, 
and the guards, who furrounded the palace with drums beating and colours flying, ef¬ 
fectually vanquiftied all oppofition* The only circumfiance, therefore, which remained, 
was to give a juft colour to her title, by perfuading the affembly that Peter intended to 
name her his fueceffor. For this pnrpofe Mentchikof demanded of the Emperor’s fe- 
crefary, whether his late mafter had left any written declaration of his intentions? The 
fecretary replied, tc A little before his laft journey to Mofcow he deft roved a will, and 
he frequently exprefted his defign of making another, but was prevented by the reflection* 
that if he thought his people, whom he had raifed from a ftate of barbaritm to a high 
degree of power and glory, could be ungrateful, he would not expofe his final inclina¬ 
tions to theinfult of a refufal; and if they recollected what they owed to his labours, 
they would regulate their conduct by his intentions, which he had difclofed with more 
Iblemnity than could be jnanifefted by any writing.** An altercation now began in the 
affembly, and feme of the nobles having tf^e courage to oppofe the acceflion of Catha¬ 
rine, Theophanes, Archbifhop of Piefcof, called to their recollection the oath which they 
had all taken in 1722, to acknowledge the fueceffor appointed by Peter, and added, that 
the fentlments of that Emperor delivered by the fecretary were in effect an appointment 

* The Auflrian envoy fays, that the guards received eaclviSh 
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of Catharine. The oppofite party, however, denied thefe lenrimenfs to be fo clear aa 
thefecretary chofe to infinuate, and infilled, that as their late monarch had failed to no¬ 
minate his heir, the election of the newfovereign Ihould revert to the Hate. Upon this 
the Archbifhop further teftified, that the evening before the coronation of the Emprefs 
at Mofccnv, Peter had declared, in the houfe of an Englilh merchant, he fliould place 
the crown upon her head, v/ith no other view than to leave her mid refs of the Empire 
after his deceafe. This attedation being confirmed by many perfons prefent, Mentchi- 
kof cried out, “ What need have we of any tcdament! A reiufal to conform to the in¬ 
clination of our great fovercign, thus authenticated, would be both unjud and criminal. 
Long five the Emprefs Catharine !” Thefe words being indanrly repeated by the greater 
part of thofe who were prefent ; Mentchikof, fainting Catharine by the title of Emprefs, 
paid his firfl obeilance by killing her hand, and his example was followed by the whole 
ailembly. She next prefen ted her I’d f at the window to the guards, and to the people, 
who (homed acclamations of “ Long live Catharine,” while Mentchikof fcattered among 
them handfuls of money *. Thus, fays a contemporary, the Emprefs was railed to the 
throne by the guards, in the fame manner as the Roman Emperors by the Praetorian 
cohorts, without either the appointment of the people or of the legions f. 

The reign of Catharine may be confidered as the reign of Mentchikof; the Emprefs 
having neither inclination nor abilities to direct the helm of government; and fhe placed 
the mod implicit confidence in the original author of her good fortune, and the foie in- 
llrument of her elevation to the throne. 

During her Ihort reign her life was very irregular *, fhe was extremely averfe to bufi- 
nefs, would frequently pafs whole nights in the open air, and was particularly intemperate 
in the ufe of tokay-wine, in which ihe often indulged hcrfelf to excefs J. Thefe irre¬ 
gularities, joined to a cancer and’a dropfy, hallened her end, and (he expired on the 17th 
of May 1727, a little more than two years after her accelfion to the throne, and in the 
39th year of her age. 

As the deaths of fovereigns in defpotic countries are leldom imputed to natural caufes, 
that of Catharine wasalfo attributed to poifon ; as if the diforders which preyed upon 
her frame were not fufficient to bring her to the grave. Some alfert, that (he was poi- 
foned by a glafs of fpirituous liquor; others by a pear given to her by General Diever. 
Sufpicions alfo fell upon Prince Mentchikof, who, a Ihort time before her deceafe, had 
a trifling mifunderftanding with her, and who was accufed of halfening her death, 

■* ' This account of the t left ion of Catharine is chiefly ext rafted from Eaflevitz, who a (Titled Prince Mentchi- 
kof m trm revolution, and certainly muff defer ve credit as far as lie chofe to dtfeover the fecrct cabals, Other 
authors relate this event fomewhat differently ; but this difference is eafiljf reconciled, and the main fafts 
continue the fame. Bufclung afTeUs, as he was informed by Count Munic, that Peter was no fo oner dead, 
tban Mic fenate and nobles affemhled in the palace, unknown to Mentchikof, who. being informed of their 
meet mg, repaired to the palace, and was refilled admittance; upon which be Cent for General Btitterlin, 
with a company of guards, and burning open the door of the apartment, declared Catharine Emprefs, 
Bundling. vol. I p. F5 * alfo EbaucHy^ &c p, 50. The Andrian envoy fays, that General Hutterlm 
threatened to maffacrc Lite fenate if the members did not acknowledge Catharine- But ive have already 
fern, from the authority of Baflevitz, that many of the nobles, repaired to the palace in oppoluitm to 
Mentchrkof; that General Butterhn had high words with Prince Repnin and the oppofite party ; that 
Mentchikofs prefence utterly difconcerted them ; and it is probable that both he and Buttcrliji might have 
threatened the nobles, which Bafcvitz might not chufeto record, as he was willing to make the nomination 
of Catharine a* unanimous as pufnblcj although he fays, ** Ceil at'nfi que Catharine faifit le feeptre, 
qu J elk meriioit a fi jufte titre In a word, thefe three accounts are eafily reconcilable ; they all prove 
one fact, that Mentchikof, either by himfelf or his agents, by bribes, promiles, and threats, forced the no- 
bility to proclaim Catharine, 

f Aulii-ian envoy iiftBufdiing xi. p J02- X Hid, Mag, Si. p. 192. 
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that he might reign with ftill more abfolute power during the minority of Peter II. But 
thefe reports deferve no credit, and were merely derived from the fpirit of party, or from 
popular rumour. 

Catharine was in her perfon under the middle fize, and in her youth delicate and 
well-formed, but inclined to corpulency as lhe advanced in years. She had a fair com¬ 
plexion, dark eyes, and light hair, which fire was accuftomed to dye black* * * § . She could 
neither read nor write f; her daughter Elizabeth ufually figned her name, particularly to 
her laft will and teflament, and Count Ofterman generally put her fignature to the pub¬ 
lic decrees and difpatches. Her abilities were greatly exaggerated by her panegyrifts. 
Gordon, who had frequently feen her, feems to have represented her charafter with the 
greateft juftnefs, when he fays, “ She was a very pretty well-lookt woman, of good 
fenfc, but not of that fublimity of wit, or rather that quicknefs of imagination, which 
fome people have believed. The great reafon why the Tzar was fo fond of her, was 
her exceeding good temper ; lhe never was feen peevifh or out of humour; obliging 
and civil to all, and never forgetful of her former condition ; withal, mighty grateful.” 
Catherine maintained the pomp of majefty united with an air of eafe and grandeur ; and 
Peter frequently exprefled his admiration at the propriety with which lhe fupported her 
high ftation, without forgetting that lhe was not born to that dignity J. 

She bore her elevation meekly, and was never, as Gordon alTerts, forgetful of her 
former condition. When Wurmb §, who was tutor to Gluck’s children at the time that 
Catharine was a domeftic in the fame family, prefented himfelf before her after the 
public folemnization of her marriage with Peter, die faid, “ What, thou good man, art 
thou Hill alive ! I will provide for thee j” and gave him a penfion. She was alfo no 
lels attentive to the family of her benefactor Gluck, who died a prifcner at Mofcow : 
ihe penfioned his widow, made his fon a page, portioned the twoeldell daughters, and 
appointed the youngeft a maid of honour. If we may believe Weber, lhe frequently 
inquired after her firft hufband, and, when lhe lived with Prince Mentchikof, ufed fe- 
cretly to fend him fmall fums of money, until, in 1705, he was killed in a fkirmilh with 
the enemy. In a conference with General Schlippenback, who had commanded the 
Swedilh army, when fhe was taken captive by the Ruffians, ffie alked him, ** whether 
her Spoufe John was not a brave foldier ?” Schlippenback replying, “ Am not I one 
alfo?” her Majefty anfwered in the affirmative; but repeating the queftion, he replied, 
“ yt'S, pleafe your Majesty ; and I may boalt to have had the honour of having him 
under my command ||.” But the mo ft noble part of her character was her peculiar hu¬ 
manity and compaffion. Motraye has paid a handfome tribute to this excellence. 
“ She had in fome fort the government of all his (Peter’s) paffions; and even faved the 

* Bufchlug fays, l ' Ihr fchwarz.es haar war nicht natticrlich t fondcrn gefaerbi,” &c. Hill. Mag. vol, iii. 
p. 190. “ Her black hair was not natural, but coloured. On her hrft rife the coarfenefs of her hands 

proved that fhe had been ufed to hard labour, but they gradually grew whiter and whiter.” Thefe cir- 
cumftances we may readily believe; becaufe the lady from whom Bufching received the information could 
eatily know whether Catharine’s hair was black, or her hands coatfe, although fhe might be deceived hi 
what relates to her family. 

"1 Baflevitz, p. 295. Bufehmg, xi p. 48 [. 

% San epoafe eta'tt ante hit etaiant, cnnformemenl a la volant / da monarque, la fompe imperial!, qui h gtaait, et 
la fouknant ayec hr air farprenant degrandeur et (Paifanee. Le czar tie powvaitfe (ajfer d'admirer Its takas 
qti elk pajj'tdait, felon fon exprejfian f de fc creer impiratrice, fans oublier qtt’elle tie le naquit point. BalTevitz iu 
Buf. p.358. 

§ Life of Peter, vol iii. p. 2;8. 

[| Bufching had the above anecdote from a lady who was prefent at this conference. Hill. Mag. vol. Iii. 
p. i S o. 
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lives of a great many more perfons than Le Fort was able to do; Ihe infpired him with 
that humanity which, in the opinion of his fubjecfs, nature feemed to have denied him. 
A word from her month, in favour of a wretch, juft going to be facrificed to his anger, 
would difarm him ; but if he was fully refolved to fatisfy that paflion, he would give 
orders for the execution when flie wasabfent, for fear ihe lliould plead for the victim V* 
In a word, to ufe the expreffion of the celebrated Munic, “ Elk etoiiproprcment la me¬ 
dial rice entre le monarquc cl fesfttjels f.” 

Chap. XII.— Alexey Petrovitcb.—Principles on tvhhh Peter juftif fd bis exclujion from 
the Throne.—Effects of his bad Education.—Dread of his Father.—Efcapc from Peterf 
bitrgb.—His Trial and Condemnation.—Inquiry into the Cattfe of his Death.—Account 
of his Wife Charlotte Chriftina Sophia of Bnafwiek,—Circumftanccs of her death .— 
Ealfe Rumours of her Efcape and Adventures. 

ALEX'EY, the foie fruit of the inaufpicious marriage between'Peter the Great and 
F.udocia Lapuktn, was born in 1690, and never was the birth of any Prince more un¬ 
fortunate to himfetf, to his parents, and to his country. 

The principles on which Peter attempted to juftify the exclufion of his fon from the 
throne, appear from a curious letter, written in 1715 by an Au (Irian Ambaflador at 
Peterfburgh, to the prime minifter at Vienna: 

{ “ In my laft I informed your excellency that I had an opportunity of penetrating 
the feniiments of the Tzar, and I ihall now acquaint you with the particulars, which 
will furprize you. ^ Being at dinner laft Sunday at the vice-chancellor Shaffirof’s, in 
company with the Tzar, His Majefty did me the honour to converfe with me upon dif¬ 
ferent topics. The difeourfe turning upon the late King of France, His Majefty faid, 
“ Certainly France was never governed by a greater man than Louis XIV. neverthelels, 
when 1 confider the little care which he took to perpetuate the glory of his kingdom after 
his demife, I have no longer the fame efteem for his memory, which I have hitherto 
held for his great and heroic aft ions. Louis XIV. at his advanced age, could not rea¬ 
sonably indulge the hope of a much longer life; if, therefore, he difcoVered in the infant 
(Louis XV.) his fucceffor, any evident marks of a future incapacity to reign, why did be 
entruft him to the care of a man who will not fail to adopt any means, however defperate, 
that may tend to fecure the throne to himfelf ? Why did he not exclude the Duke of 
Orleans from a ffaare in the regency ? Or, if he knew the Duke to be a man of a fupe- 
rior genius, as he undoubtedly is; and his great grandfon, either on account of his 
tender age or fome corporal infirmity, incapable of governing, why did he not declare a 
peifon of fuch abilities as the Duke of Orleans his fucceffor? By tbefe means his grand 
lyftem would have ftood unfhaken even by his death ; whereas we have now every rea- 
fon to conclude that France will decline,*’ I made anfwer, (t That as, according to 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, the firft Prince of the blood is Regent during 
the King’s minority, Louis XIV. could not exclude the Duke of Orleans front the re¬ 
gency without breaking the law of fucceffion, which no King of France could venture 
to infringe.” “ Therefore,” replied the Tzar, “ a Prince, who, by facrifking bis 
health, and even frequently expoling his life, had at length rendered his country re- 

* Mortrayc’s Travels, voL tii. p. 131. 

+ Ebauche, &c. p. 54. “ She was the mediatrix between the monarch and his fubie&s.”- 

f Bufch^Hitt. Mag.iii. p. 185, &c. 
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fpe&able and formidable, would, according to your hypothefis, be confirained to fuffer 
the fruits of bis labours to be deftroyed in the hands of a madman, provided he was his 
neareft relation. 1 own I am not of your opinion. It is by no means fufficient, that a 
monarch lhould exert Imnfelf to aggrandize his ftate, and render it flouri filing during 
his life, but he ought alfo by wife precautions to perpetuate its glory after his demile, 
which can in no other manner be effected than by appointing an heir who fliall be capa¬ 
ble, not only to maintain bis acquifttions and preierve his eftabliflunents, but alfo to 
execute the reft of his defigns, were he even to fele£t him from the croud of his fub- 
je£ts. You,” added he, “ would tax a Prince with cruelty, who, in order to fave his 
ftate, which ought to be dearer to him than the blood in his veins, fliould attempt to alter 
the lucceffion of his blood ; and I, on the contrary, conceive it to be the greateft of all 
cruelties, to facrifice the fafety of the ftate to the mere right of eftablifhed fucceffion. 
Let ns fuppofe that the 1'uccefTor has not the qualities requifite for a fovereign ; a con¬ 
vent, and not a throne, is a proper afyium for weak princes. David, for example, had 
many fons ; but as he found not in the eldeft the qualities which a King of Il'rael ought 
to poffefs, he chofe the youngeft for his fucceflor : God himfelf approved the choice, 
inftead of blaming him for not paying regard to the pretentions of primogeniture, which 
was neverthelefs highly refpefted by the Jews. If the gangrene (making me touch at 
the fame time the end of his thumb) attacks my finger, am I not obliged, although it is 
part of my body, to cut it off? or fhould I not be guilty of fuicide ? 

« In ftiort, I now comprehend the caufe of the law lately introduced by the Tzar, 
wdiich adjudges all real eftates of a family to one of the male children ; but leaves to the 
father the ablolute power of appointing his heir without confidering the right of primo¬ 
geniture. I am now convinced that the Tzar has in his own mind decreed the exclufion 
of his eldeft fon ; and that we fliall one day fee Alexey, with his head Ihaven, thru ft 
into a monaftery, and obliged to pafs the remainder of his life in praying and chaunting 
hymns. 

J Nov. 15, 1715.” 

The prophecy of this writer was afterwards fulfilled, though, inftead of being fliut up 
in a convent, the wretched Prince expired in prifon. The circumftances which occa- 
fioned his exclufion and death are well known; but as we have received them through 
the medium of his accufers, we ought to be careful in giving credit to all the charges 
with which his memory has been ftigmatized. One fad * is incontrovertible, that his 
education was ihamefully negleded, and that he was a ftranger to the reftraintsneceffary 
at his age, until the time of introducing proper habitudes had almoll elapfed. He was 
committed to the care of women, and to the inftrudion of Ruflian priefts, the loweft 
and moft ignorant of men, who inftilled into him all the prejudices of their religion, 
and were continually inveighing againft his father for the abolition of many barbarous 
cuftoms, which they had long confidered with reverential awe. Nor was he releafed 
from this wretched fpecies of tuition before the eleventh year of his age; when Baron 
Huyfen, a man of great merit and ability, was appointed his governor. Under this ju¬ 
dicious inftrudor he feerns to have made no inconfiderable progrefs, and his early pre¬ 
judices might have gradually worn away, had not Prince Mentchikof contrived to re¬ 
move the only perfon who was likely to infill into him proper principles of action, and 
affumed the fuperintendence of his education. But as Mentchikof f fcarcely ever law 
him, and placed about him the molt improper perfons, he feems to have intentionally 

* See Meraoire abvege fur la vie da tsarevitch Alexei Petrovltch, in BuT. Hill. Mag. p. leyj,.- 

f liuf. H. M, p. 196. 
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lives of a great many more perfons than Le Fort was able to do; file infpired him with 
that humanity which, in the opinion of his fubjects, nature feemed to have denied him. 
A word from her mouth, in favour of a wretch, juft going to be facrificed to his anger, 
would ,difarm him ; but if he was fully refolved to fiitisfy that paflion, he would give 
orders for the execution when file wasabfent, for fear fire lhould plead for the victim V* 
In a word, to ufe the exprellion of the celebrated Munic, t{ Elk etoitproprcmcnt la me¬ 
dial rice art re le monarquect fesfujets f.” 

Chat. Xf L Alexey Pctroviich. Principles on tvbieh Peter jijhJicd his cxcfi/fon from 
the Throne.—Effects of his bad Education.—Dread of his Father.—Ejcaps from Pcterf- 

hurgh.—His Trial and Condemnation.—Inquiry into the Caffe of his Death. _ Account 

of his Wife Charlotte Chrijlina Sophia of Brunf-jjick.—Clrcumflances of her death.— 
Faff Ihanours of her Efcape and Adventures. 

ALEX'EY, the foie fruit of the maufpicious marriage betweenTeter the Great and 
Eudocia Lapukin, was born in 1690, and never was the birth of any Prince more un¬ 
fortunate to hitnfelf, to his parents, and to his country. 

The principles on which Peter attempted to juflify the exclufion of his fon from the 
throne, appear from a curious letter, written in 1715 by an Auftrian Ambaffador at 
Peterftmrgh, to the prime minifter at Vienna : 

| “ In my la ft I informed your excellency that I had an opportunity of penetrating 
the lentiments ol the Tzar, and I Jliall now acquaint you with the particulars, which 
will fin-prize you. Being at dinner laft Sunday at the vice-chancellor Shaffirof’s, in 
company with the 1 zar. His Majefty did me the honour to converfe with me upon dif¬ 
ferent topics. The difeourfe turning upon the late King of France, His Majefty find, 
“ Certainly France was never governed by a greater man than Louis XIV. neverthebfs’ 
when Iconfider the little care which he took to perpetuate the glory of his kingdom after 
his demife, I have no longer the fame efteem for his memory, which I have hitherto 
held for his great and heroic aftions. Louis XIV. at his advanced age, could nor rea- 
fonably indulge the hope of a much longer life; if, therefore, he difcovered in the infant 
(Louis XV) his fucceffor, any evident marks of a future incapacity to reign, why did he 
entruft him to the care of a man who will not fail to adopt any means, however defperate, 
that may tend to fecure the throne to himfeif ? Why did he not exclude the Duke of 
Orleans from a (hare in the regency ? Or, if he knew the Duke to be a man of a fupc- 
rior genius, as he undoubtedly is; and his great grandfon, either on account of his 
tender age or forne corporal infirmity, incapable of governing, why did he not declare a 
perfon of fitch abilities as the Duke of Orleans his fucceffor? By thefe means his grand 
iyftem would have ftood unlhaken even by his death ; whereas we have now every rea- 
fon to conclude that France will decline.” I made anfwer, « That as, according to 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, the firft Prince of the blood is Regent during 
the King's minority, Louis XIV. could not exclude the Duke of Orleans from the re¬ 
gency w ithout breaking the law of lucceffion, which no King of France could venture 
to infringe.” “Therefore,” replied the Tzar, “a Prince, who, by (acrificing bis 
health, and even frequently expofing his hie, had at length rendered his country re- 

* Mortraye’s Travels* vol. in* p* 131, 

+ Ebauche, &c. p. 54. « She was the mediatrix between the monarch and his fubie&s ” 

\ Buich^Hift. Mag. iii. p. 185, &c. 
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fpe&able and formidable, would, according to your hypothetic be conflrained to fuller 
the fruits of his labours to be deftroyed in the hands of a madman, provided he was his 
neareft relation. I own I am not of your opinion. It is by no means fufficient, that a 
monarch Ihonld exert himfelf to aggrandize his (late, and render it flourilhing during 
his life, but he ought alfc by wife precautions to perpetuate its glory after his demiie, 
which can in no other manner be effected than by appointing an heir who lhall be capa¬ 
ble, not only to maintain his acquilitions and preferve his efhblilhmenrs, but alfo to 
execute the reff of his defigns, were he even to felect him from the croud of his fub- 
je£ts. You,” added he, “ would tax a Prince with cruelty, who, in order to fave his 
flare, which ought to be dearer to him than the blood in his veins, Ihould attempt to alter 
the lucceflion of his blood; and I, on the contrary, conceive it to be the greateft of all 
cruelties, to facrifice the fafety of the (late to the mere right of eftablilhed 1'ucccilion. 
I.et us fuppofe that the fucceffor has not the qualities requilite for a fovereign ; a con¬ 
vent, and not a throne, is a proper afylum for weak princes. David, for example, had 
many Ions ; but as he found not in the eldeft the qualities which a King of Ifrael ought 
to poffefs, he chofe the youngeft for his fucceffor : God himfelf approved the choice, 
in (lead of blaming him for not paying regard to the pretenfions of primogeniture, which 
was neverthelefs highly refpefted by the Jews. If the gangrene (making me touch at 
the fame time the end of his thumb) attacks my finger, am 1 not obliged, although it is 
part of my body, to cut it off? or fhould I not be guilty of filicide ? 

1 “ In Ibort, I now comprehend the caufe of the law lately introduced by the Tzar, 
which adjudges all real eitates of a family to one of the male children; but leaves to the 
father the abl'olute power of appointing his heir without confidering the right of primo¬ 
geniture. I am now convinced that the Tzar has in his own mind decreed the exclufion 
of his eldeft fon ; and that we fliall one day fee Alexey, with his head lhaven, thru ft 
into a monaftery, and obliged to pafs the remainder of his life in praying and chaunting 
hymns. 

Nov. 15, 1715.” 

The prophecy of this writer was afterwards fulfilled, though, in (lead of being fliut up 
in a convent, the wretched Prince expired in prifon. The circuniftances which occa- 
fioned his exclufion and death are well known; but as we have received them through 
the medium of his accufers, we ought to be careful in giving credit to all the charges 
with which his memory has been ftigmatized. One fa& * is incontrovertible, that his 
education was Ihamefully neglected, and that he was a ftranger to the reftraints neceffary 
at his age, until the time of introducing proper habitudes had almoft elapfed. He was 
committed to the care of women, and to the inftruction of Ruffian prielts, the loweft 
and moll ignorant of men, who inftilled into him all the prejudices of their religion, 
and were continually inveighing againft his father for the abolition of many barbarous 
cuftoms, which they had long considered with reverential awe. Nor was he rdeafed 
from this wretched fpecies of tuition before the eleventh year of his age j when Baron 
Huyfen, a man of great merit and ability, was appointed his governor. Under this ju¬ 
dicious inftruftor he feems to have made no inconfiderable progrefs, and his early pre¬ 
judices might have gradually worn away, had not Prince Mentchikof contrived to re¬ 
move the only perfon who was likely to inftil into him proper principles of a&ion, and 
aflumed the fuperintendence of his education. But as Mentchikof t fcarcely ever law 
him, and placed about him the mod improper perfons, he feems to have intentionally 

* See Memoirc ahregc fur la vie du tzarevitch Alexei Petrgvitch, in Buf. Hitt. Mag. p. 19.^.. 

-]r Buf. H- M. p. 195. 
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abandoned him to the company of the lowed wretches, by whom he was encouraged in 
continual ebriety, and every kind of excefs ; yet this defigning minifler artfully extorted 
from the tzarovitch, in prifon, a confeffion that he was the only perion who had taken 

any care of his education *. . 

Peter conceived an early prejudice again ft his fon, and infpired him with fuch terror, 
that to avoid drawing before his father, the young Prince once difcharg$d a pidol 
againfl his own right hand. All perfons, however, join in condemning the imprudence 
and obftinacy of Alexey, which warped his judgment, arid at tunes trani ported him to a 
decree of iulanity. Bruce, who knew him well, gives the following account of Ins per- 
fon and manners; and as he was not prejudiced againft him, his teftitriony mud be 
eficemcd more valid than all the laboured accusations ot his enemies. 

“ The Czarowitz arrived in Mcl'cow this winter (1714) where 1 faw him fo* the first 
time. He kept a mean Finlandilh girl for his mill rets. I went often with the General 
to wait on him ; and he came frequently to the General’s houle, attended by very mean 
and low perfons. He was very flovenly in his drefs ; his perfon was tall, welt made, 
of a brown complexion, black hair and eyes, of a (tern countenance, and Itrong voice. 
He frequently did me the honour to talk with me in German, being fully matter oi 
that language; he was adored by the populace, but little reflected by the luperioi 
ranks, for whom he never /hewed the leaft regard. He was always furrounded by a 
number of debauched ignorant priefts, and other mean perlons of bad character, m 
whofe company he always reflected on his father’s conduct tor abolifhing the ancient 
cuttoms of the J country, declaring, that as foon as he came to fucceed, he fhould foon 
reftore Ruffia to its former ftate; and threatening to deftroy, without referve, all his 
father’s favourites. This he did fo often, and with fo little referve, that it could not 
mifs reaching the Emperor’s ears; and it was generally thought he now laid the foun- 

dation of that ruin he afterwards met with-” # 

And again* ct It was very remarkable, that the Prince never appeared at any of the 
public meetings, when His Majefty was attended by all perfons of quality and rank, 
fuch as birth-days, celebrating of victories, launching of Ihips, &c. General Bruce, 
who lived next door to the Prince, had orders always to give the Prince notice the day 
before of fuch public days or meetings, and I bad the honour to carry and deliver the 
meffage ; but his Highnefs, to avoid appearing in public, either took phyfic or let blood, 
always making his excufe, that he could not attend for want ot health*, w r hen at the 
fame time, it was notorioufly known that he got drunk in very bad company, when he 
ufed conftantly to condemn all his father's aftionsf,” 

Inflamed by continual drunkennefs, and worn out by perfecution, he was driven to a 
ftate of defperation ; and in 1716, fuddenly renouncing his right of fucceffion in favour 
of Peters fon by Catharine, he demanded permiffion to retire into a convent-^ But 
foon afterwards, adopting the advice of his principal adherents, he efcaped to Vienna j 
with a view to fhelter him from the refentment ot his father, Charles VI. fent him brit 
tolnfpruck in the Tyrol, and afterwards removed him, for (till greater fecurity, to the 

% I/Evefque makes the following juft reflexions upon this unaccountable dreumflancer ** Croira t-on 
qu'ilait fait fineerment & de lul-meme teloge dei Joins qne Match'd of avert prh de fin education ; lorfqu on fait 
d'aiUcurs qve Maid'dof approchait de hi lout an pita troh ou quaire foh par an £5 tie tui parlait qu avu k ton 
dn meprh le plus dur & h pus mttdgeant P Si on k contcaignh a loner k favert de Pum , l ami de Catharine 
neprat on pas hit avoir diQe de mime tout ce qu'tn voulait M fairs dire?'* Hitt, tte Ruffic, Tom iv. p- 44 2 

TpbU conjecture is greatly Jfoengthened by cohering that the eulogmm of Mentchikof was obtained 
fro^rt Alesey in prifon by TolSoe, the creature of Mentchikof* 

-J- Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 100 and 127. 
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caftle of St* Elmo at Naples. Being fecretly betrayed by his Finlandilh miftrefs, whom 
he is reported to have married, and influenced by the raott folemn promifes of forgive- 
nefs, he was prevailed upon, by the emiffaries of his father, to return to Mofcovv, Hav¬ 
ing there folernnly renounced all right of fucceffion to the crown, he was conveyed to 
Pererffiurgh, thrown into the fortrefs, tried by a felecl committee, and condemned to 
fuffer death. The acts of his procefs and condemnation are well known, being publifhed 
by order of the, Emperor, and are to be found in leveral authors *. 

Whatever prejudices we may have entertained again ft Alexey, we cannot perufe the 
trial without being fiiocked at the cruel and unjull mode with which it was condu&ed; 
when his mercilefs persecutors eagerly laid hold of every advantage afforded by his 
youth and Ampacity ; when his Einlandilh miftrefs, who was afterwards penfioned for 
her atteftations, deputed every angry expreffion againfl his father, which Ihe ever recol¬ 
lected to have fallen from him in the moll unguarded moments: when not only his 
words and actions were brought to witnefs againfL him, but his very thoughts fcpulinized, 
and his own confdEon extorted in prifon employed to convict him. Indeed many of 
his own depofitions, which tend rnoft to criminate him, by dilcovering intentions of re¬ 
bellion, were not openly acknowledged, bnt only frgned in prifon; and a fignal differ- 
ence is remarkable between his confefEons during bis firft examination at Mofcovv, which 
was more public, and thole made at Peterfburgh, when his trial was chiefly conduced 
in private before Peter and his immediate confidents: circuniftarices which feeni to 
prove the infliction of torture. 

With refpeftto Alexey’s death, two opinions prevail; one advanced in the manifefto 
of Peter, that he was feized with an apopleftic fit, and died of convulfions occafloned 
by the violent paffions of his mind and the terrors of death; the other, that he vvas 
fecretly executed in prifon. The latter is mol entitled to belief, notwithftanding the 
afl'ertions of Peter, and the apology of his panegyrifts. 

Of all the accounts of the Prince’s death, that given by Batching f is the mod proba¬ 
ble ; he pofitively affirms, that he was beheaded by order of his father, and that Mar Aral 
Weyde performed the office of executioner. He received the intelligence from Ma¬ 
dame Cramer, a lady at Peterfburgh, who was in high confidence, both with Peter and 
Catharine, and was employed in levying the head to his body before it lav in (fate. Dur¬ 
ing my (lay at Peterfburgh, I was at feme pains to authenticate this fact; but found it 

extremely difficult to obtain any pofitive information concerning fo fecret a tranfaftion* 
The mo(t material circmnfiances I could collett were communicated by an intimate 
acquaintance of the above-mentioned lady: he allured me that he always found her 
extremely averfe to hold any difcuurfe on the death of Alexey ; that fhe feemed ex¬ 
ceedingly fiiocked whenever the topic was introduced, and nothing could be further 
extorted from her, than that fhe was the perfon who prepared the body for the cere¬ 
mony of lying in {tare. This tmwillingnefs of the lady to enter upon the fubjedt, toge¬ 

ther with her declaration that fhe prepared the body, adds a great degree of confirmation 
to the account of Bu felling. 

An additional proof, in favour of this faO, I received from an Englifh gentleman J of 
undoubted veracity, who allured me, from the information of Prince Cam emir s iecre- 

* Mottley, vol. ii. And more circumflantially in Perry, vol. it. 

+ Buf Hit Mag. vol. ,iii. p. 234 Alfo imrodwflion to vol ax* 

'X Mr. Ktttl, who travelled with Mr. Hoare, fun of tbe late Henry Hoate, -dq of Stounicf.d. H-e 
became iivtimattly acquahiud at Aix la ChaptVk wish Vogemuck, who had been leerctnvy to Pnuce v ,lT, “ 
temir, was then eighty year* of age, and bad colkfiUd anfmals far the life of Peter I * but never reduced 
tbetn to ordec, 
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tary, with whom he was intimately acquainted abroad, that Alexey was beheaded in 
priion* As Prince Cantemir was in high favour with Beter, the intelligence of his con¬ 
fidential fecretarv muft carry great weight* This fait appears fo well attefted, that tnanv 
German hifiorians have adopted it without referve, and in feveral genealogical tables of 
the imperial family, Alexey is inferred as beheaded. A paflkge, however, in Bruce's 
Memoirs, Teems at firft fight to invalidate this concurrent evidence, and to prove that 
lie wa s p oi Toned. - 

cc The trial | was begun on the 25th of June, and continued to the 6th of July, when 
this fupreme court, with unanimous confent, palled fentence of death upon the Prince, 
but left the manner of it to His Majefty's determination : the Prince was brought before 
the court, his lenience was read to him, and he was reconveyed to the fortrefs. On 
the next day, His Majefty, attended by all the femtors and bifhops, with feveral others 
of high rank, went to the fort, and entered the apartments where the Tzarovitch was 
kept prifoner. Some little time thereafter, Marfhal Weyde came out, and ordered me 
to go to Mr. Bear's the druggift, whofe fiiop was hard-by, and tell him to make the po¬ 
tion ftrong which he had befpoke, as the Prince was then very ill: when I delivered 
tilts meflage to Mr. Bear, he turned quite pale, and fell a finking and trembling, and 
appeared in the utmoft confufion ; which furprized rne fo much, that 1 afked him what 
was the matter with him, but he was unable to return me any anfwer: in the mean time 
the Marfiial himfelf came in, much in the fame condition with the druggift, faying, he 
ought to have been more expeditious, as the Prince was very ill of an apoplectic fit; 
upon this the druggift delivered him a filver cup with a cover, which the Marfhal him- 
felf carried into the Prince's apartment, daggering all the way as he went like one 
drunk. About half an hour after, the Tzar, with all his attendants withdrew, with 
very difmal countenances ; and when they went, the Marfiial ordered me to attend at 
the Prince's apartment, and in cafe of any alteration, to inform him immediately thereof. 
There were at that time two phyficians and two furgeons in waiting, with whom, and 
the officer on guard, I dined on what had been drefled for the Prince's dinner. The 
phyficbns were called in immediately after to attend the Prince, who was ftruggling 
out of one convulfion into another, and after great agonies, expired at five o'clock in 
the afternoon. I went directly to inform the Marfiial, and he went that moment to ac¬ 
quaint His Majefty, who ordered the corpfe to be embowelled, after which it was laid 
in a coffin, covered with black velvet, and pall of rich gold tiffue fpreadover it; it was 
then carried out of the fort to the church of the Holy Trinity, where the corpfe lay in 
Hate till the nth in the evening, when it was carried back to the fort, and depofited 
in the royal burying vault, next the coffin of the Princefs his late c nfort, on which 
occafion the Tzar and Tzarina, and the chief of the nobility, followed in proceffion. 
Various were the reports that were fpread concerning his death ; it was given out pub¬ 
licly, that on hearing his fentence of death pronounced, the dread thereof threw him 
into an apoplectic fit, of which he died : very few believed he died a natural deaths but it 
was dangerous for people to [peak as they thought. The minifters of the Emperor, and the 
ftates of Holland, were forbid the court for fpeaking their minds too freely on this 
occafion, and upon complaint againft them, were both recalled." 

From this account it appears that the Prince was ft! 11 alive when Peter, with the 
nobles and bifhops, remained in the fortrefs; and that he died in the interval between 
their departure and the afternoon; but it by no means follows, even from this ftate of 
the cafe, that the Tzarovitch was poiloned. For can we fuppofe that Peter would order 


* Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 1S5—187. 
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r dofe of polfon to be prepared for his feu at a chemifPs fiiop, and that Marfftal Wevde 
would openly fend for it without the leaft myfiery ? May we not rather infer that the 
potion was a medicine fimilar to thofe which had been already preferibed for the Prince, 
who had for fome lime been extremely indifpofed ? The fright of the chemifl might 
proceed from his delivering a medicine for the Tzarovitch, who was laid to be in the 
agonies of death; as in a defpoEtc country, *and under fuch a Ibvereign as Peter, his 
own Jafery might be in volved in the cataltrophe. The agitation of Martha! Wevde will 
be ftill more fatisfaclorily accounted for; if, according to Bufching, he was preparing 
to perform, or had already performed the execution. 

The principal cireum fiance which feeins to contradict the opinion that he was be¬ 
headed is, that if Bruce’s narrative is to be depended upon, the Prince, when he fell 
afterwards into repeated convulfions, was viiited by the phyficians; and yet, if Buf- 
ching's account can be relied on, he mud have been already beheaded ; as Marflial 
Weyde, according to Bruce, had Anally quitted the fort refs. But it is poflible that the 
phyficlans, although ordered to attend the Prince, might be prevented from feeing him ; 
it is poflible that Marfhal Weyde might have fecret ty returned to the fortrefs without 
the knowledge of Colonel Bruce ; it is poffible that Bruce himfelf, as being an intimate 
friend of the Marihal, might have been entrufted with the fecret, but was unwilling to 
record, in his Memoirs, fo horrid a catafirophe, which was totally repugnant to the ma- 
nifefto of the Emperor. When the fecret execution of the heir apparent in a defpotic 
empire becomes the fubjeft of inquiry, it mull always be difficult to afcertaln the truth* 
and it would be unreafonable to expett that no contradidory circumftanees fhould occur 
in the different relations of fuch a myfterious tranfaftion; when even in the moll com¬ 
mon occurrences, no two perfons would relate the fame event precifely in the fame 
manner. 

Catharine is not free from fufpicion of being concerned in this horrid affair, becaufe 
her fon by Peter was declared fucceffor, and becaufe Tolftoi, to whom the management 
of the procefs and private examination of Alexey were chiefly entrufted, was a creature 1 
of Mentchikof. This accufation of Catharine could be only a mere furmife, and her 
interference, if fhe really interfered, muff have been fo fecret as not to have been dis¬ 
covered, Peter himfelf exculpated her, openly teftifying *, that fhe interceded for his 
fon's life, and requeued, that inftead of being put to death, he might be confined in a 
convent. Not to mention that fuch proceedings militate ftrongly againft the well known 
humanity of Catharine; there was no occafion to irritate the favage temper of Peter, 
too much inclined to inflict the fevereft punifhment upon his fon, who threatened to 
deftroy in a moment that vaft fabric of glory and power which he had employed 
years in erecting. The monarch who could himfelf attend the infliflion of torture, 
who had occafionally performed the office of executioner, and who even ordered 
the fir ft partner of his bed to be fcourged, would not require any incitement to 
command the execution of a fon, whom he had publicly treated with the moft inhuman 
ferocity* 

A note, written with Peter's own hand to Count Romanzof, who, in conjunction 
with Tolftoi, brought the unfortunate Alexey from Naples, will difplay the inflexible 
fpirit of that Monarch, who forgot the feelings of a father in his anxiety for the public 
good. “ l grant you the ranks of major-general and lieutenant-general, and the eftates 
of Alexander Kikin and Kuril Matulbkln f, in confideration of the fignal fervice which 

* BafFeritz 

f Tivo of Alexey’s unfortunate adherents, who with many others were executed upon this occafion. 
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you have juft conferred, not only upon me, but what is more, upon your country, in 
bringing back, him, who by his birth is my Ion, and by his actions, the enemy ot his 
father and of his’conntry 

The wife of Alexey, Charlotte Chriflina Sophia, was daughter of Louis Rodolph of 
Brunfwick Blakenburgh, and filler of Elizabeth Chriftina, confort of the Emperor 
Charles VI. She was born on the 29th of Auguft 1694, efpoufed on the 25th of Oflo- 
ber 1711, the Tzarovitch Alexey, and in July of the enfuing year made her entrance 
into Peterfburgh f. 

Although this amiable Princefs was the choice of Alexey, who faw her at her father s 
court, yet he treated her with the utmoft negletl, and devoted himfelf to his favourite 
mill refs Euphrofyne, a Finlandifli girl of the loweft extraction. 

It does not indeed appear that the*Prince, according to the report of fome writers, 
frequently ftruck her; for had he been fufficiently brutal, he would have been reftrained 
by apprehenfions of his father ; who, as well as Catharine, always expreffed the ftrong- 
eft cotnpaffion for her wretched fituation, and Ihowed her conftant proofs of his affection. 

Her hufband’s unconquerable antipathy was chiefly derived from his fufpicions that 
{he lodged complaints againft him to the Emperor. Unfortunately her domeftic uneafi- 
nefs was increafed by Juliana Princefs of Eaff-Enefland, who accompanied her into 
Ruflia, and who imprudently fanned the flame inftead of endeavouring to quench it. 

The fruits of this ill-aflorted union were Natalia, who was born at Peterfburgh in 
1714, and died at Mofcow in 1728; and a Prince, afterwards Peter II who was brought 
into the world on the 23d of Oaober, 1715, The confluences of her delivery, and 
the melancholy which had long preyed upon her frame, hurried her prematurely to the 
grave, on the 2d November, in the twenty-iirft year of her age. The approach of 
death was affecting to all but her hufband and herfelf; her fpirit was fo much fubdued 
by affliction, that the confidered her diffolution as a welcome releafe from all her fuffer- 
ings; and faid to her phyficians, “ Do not torment me any more, for I will live no 
longer 

On the day which preceded her deceafe, Ihe dictated a petition to Peter the Great, 
which may be confidered as her will; " The moft humble and laft entreaties from the 
under-written to His Imperial Majefty. 1. His Imperial Majefty will order my funeral 
as he lhall think proper. I could wifh, neverthelefs, that my body may be buried in a 
place where it may remain undifturbed until the fecond coming of our Saviour. 2. Both 
my beloved children I recommend to the care and aSeftion of his Imperial Majefty, my 
gracious father-in-law, that they may be educated according to their birth and ftation. 
3.1 leave my jewels and other valuable things in gold and filver to my children ; and a 
reafonable part of my clothes and linen to my coufin the Princefs of Eaft-Friefland. 
4. I bcfeech his Imperial Majefty gracioufly to permit thofe perlons who accompanied 
me hither to return, and to defray the expence of their journey. 5. On account of the 
dearnefs of this place, and becaufe my fervants were ftrangers, I have contra£ted fome 
debts, which I intreat his Imperial Majefty to difeharge, that I may be remembered with 
honour, and that no unworthy reports may be circulated after my death. The fums 
which the crown will fave by my deceafe, may be employed in difeharging thefe debta, 
fince it is God’s will that I depart from this world fo prematurely and unexpectedly. 

* Thb note, which has not 'yet appeared in print, was communicated to me by z Ruffian nobleman* the 
grandfon of Count Romansef, who favoured me with a translation from the original. 

f This account of the Princefs is chiefly taken from Muller’s « Von der Pvinctffiu *on Wolfenbucttel 
als vcrmahlten Ruffifchen Krotipmcdfin. 11 luBuf, Hill. Mag. xv, p. 254, 

t Bruce’s Memoir*, p. 148. 

0* My 


COXE*3 TRAVEI.3 IM RUSSIA. 


/Ji 


6 My uufoeefeett and untimely death is alfo the caufe of my being unable to rccom- 
penfe my domeftics, who had the care of regulating my expences; and as l am pmeftly 
fatisfied that my fecretarics Cluvcr and John Clement, who had charge of my difburf- 
ments have ferved me with fidelity and honour, 1 humbly entreat that their accounts, 
which’have receipts, may be palled, and that the other expenditures may be admitted 
upon their oath* I repofe iuch confidence m his Imperial Majefiy* that I trull he will 
not reiefl: this my lafl: requefl; more particularly when I rdlect on tae repeated in- 
fiances which I have experienced of his paternal tendernefs and afletuon. I have this 
alfo to add. that I am only concerned to leave this world at a time when his Imperial 
Maiefty is indifpofed ; a circumftance which has prevented me from thanking him 111 
oerfon for the frequent proofs I have received of his kmdnefs and regard. May the 
Almighty be his aid and prote&or ; and may he add thofe years to Ins lire winch are 
taken from mine; which I likewife faithfully, and with my whole heart, implore for Her 
Maiefty the Emprefs; and, after returning my acknowledgments due to them for the 
repeated in fiances of their love and goodnefs, I expire, the moft humble and moll 

obedient daughter of both their Majefties, c # „ 

« Charlotte Christina Sophia *. 

tc St. Peterfburgb , Oblobcr 21, 1715." 

Her ardent defire to fee the Emperor before flie expired was gratified. Peter who was 
at Schluffelbunrii at the time of her delivery, hadfet oft upon the firftnews of that rate - 
licence for Peterfburgb; but on his arrival hi the capital, was leased with a hidden ill- 
nefs which confined him to his chamber. On perufmg the affectionate expreihons of 
her attachment, he was.placed on a machine rolling upon wheels, and conveyed to hei 
apartment. The interview was awful: flie took leave or him in the moft moving lan¬ 
guage and affecting manner, recommending her children to his care, and her fervants 
to his protection, and received from him every confolation which ^r bmanon would 
admit, together with the ftrongeff affurances that all her wdhes flioutd be fulfilled. She 
then embraced hei' children, and having bedewed them with tears, delivered them into 
the hands of her hufband, whom decency obliged to be prefent at this tender fcene. 
After fuffering the moft acute pains, and ftruggling with fucceeding agonies, Ihe expired 

3t She dfed a member of the Lutheran religion, which flie had in vain been foliated to 
renounce; and nothing conveys a ftronger proof of the high efteem in which Ihe was 
held by the Emperor, than her interment m a Rufltan church: her remains weie de¬ 
pot! ted, on the 8th of November, in the cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, with all 

the funeral honours due to her exalted ftation. . 

I have been thus particular in relating the principal circumftances which attended her 
death : not onlv becaufe her fate is interefting to every feeling mind, but alfo becaufe 
an extraordinary account of this Princels appeared in France. Soon after her delivery, 
it is faid, flie perfuaded her attendants to circulate a report of her death ;1 and her hul- 
band, who paid no attention to her during her illnefs, ordered her to be buried without 
delay ; a piece of wood fubftituted in the place of the body, was Mmed m the cathe¬ 
dral, and the Princefs made her efcape into France. Apprehenfive of difcovery, fhe 
embarked for Louifiana, and married a French ferjeant, who had formerly been at 
Peterfburgb, to whom fhe bore a daughter. In 1752 fhe came with her hufband to 
Paris, was difcovered as fhe was walking in the Thuillenes by Marfhal Saxe, who pro- 


# Muller in RuL xv, p, 237. 
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mifed fecrecy, and procured a commifEon for her hufband in the Ifle of Bourbon. 
Having loft her hufband and child, fhe, in 1754, returned to Paris with a negro woman. 
The bills upon the Eaft India Company, which /he brought in her hu/band’s name, 
being refufed becaufe fhe could not prove herfelf to be his wife ; a gentleman, whom 
fhe had known in the Ifle of Bourbon, offered his afliftance, which file declined. She 
confefled to this gentleman her real character j and from him the author of the accouut 
pretends to have received thefe anecdotes j adding, fhe foon afterwards difappeared, 
and retired to the court of her nephew the Duke of Bruniwick. In this wonderful 
narrative, the King of France, it is faid, privately acknowledged her, and even enjoined 
the governor of the Ifle of Bourbon to pay her the honours due to her rank. It is 
added, that the fame Monarch, in a letter written with his own hand, communicated 
this difeovery to the Emprefs of Germany, (then Queen of Hungary,) who thanked the 
King for his intelligence, and immediately wrote to the fuppofed Princefs as to her aunt, 
advifed her to quit her hufband and child, whom the King of France had promifed to 
provide for, and invited her to Vienna. 

Although I had little reafon to give credit to an anonymous author j and the whole 
llory bears the air of fiction, I made it the fubjeflt of my refearches. I found, on in¬ 
quiry, that the circumftances of her death could not be doubted, and accorded with the 
accounts which I have before related; I was, moreover, informed by a Ruffian noble¬ 
man, that his mother attended the Princefs in. her illnefs ; that fhe was a witnefs to her 
laft moments, and faw the corpfe laid in ftate, when perfons of all ranks were admitted 
to kifs the hand of the deceafed *. 

It is certain, from a paflage in a letter from the King of Pruffia to d’Alembert, that a 
woman appeared at Brunfwic, pretending to be the deceafed wife of the Tzarovilch : 
and it is no lefs certain that fhe was an inipoftor. 

_ L’ E vefque’s Hiftory of Ruflia, there is an article detail of the rife and m’ocrrpfs of #\F 



j 1 r ' J vimiuco, flvcL viiliJt uc UUULC1 1C cl uc ne lamats 

prendre ua nom dont k naiflsoce Pccartoit & fort/' Correfp. du Hoi de FrufTe a d’Alembert, iL p. 138, 


APPENDIX, 


COXE*S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA* 


741 


APPENDIX* 


No. L Various Opinions concerning the Tzar who reigned under the name of Demetrius*— 

Proofs that he was no Impo/lcr. 

THESE are the principal circum fiances in the adventures of the perfon, who feated 
himfelf upon the Ruffian throne under the name of Demetrius. His hiftory is involved 
in contradiftion and obfeurity : unbmffed, however, by the prejudices of either party, 
let us compare with candour their oppofite reprefeutarions, and endeavour to afeertain, 
whether he was an impoftor, or the real fon of Ivan Vaffiftevitcb. 

They who contend that he was an impoftor, thus relate his hiftory : He was of the 
family of Otrepief; his real name was George, which upon his affuming the monaftic 
habit in the fourteenth year of his age, he changed into Gregory, and was generally 
known by the appellation of Grifka. * Otrepief: for fome time he redded at Sufdal, and 
having wandered from convent to convent, was eonfecrated deacon in the monaftery 
of Tchudof at Mofcow, where he was employed by the Patriarch in tranferibing books 
for the fervice of the church. It is not ascertained, even from thefe accounts of his life, 
at what period he fir ft ft y led himfelf Demetrius. Some report, that while he continued 
in the monaftery of Tchudof, he obtained the moft minute information relative to the 
perfon and character of the Prince, and even began to aft time his name, for which he 
was deemed infane, and excited the laughter of the monks. Others obferve, that he 
was in poffeffion of feveral jewels which formerly belonged to Demetrius; and having 
one day declared that he fhould afeend the throne of Ruflia, was confined by order of 
Boris Godunof, in a diftant monaftery, from which he efcaped into Poland. On the 
contrary, Margaret, who afferts that he is the true Demetrius, gives the following 
detail: 

Demetrius beipg refeued from affiiffinatkm by the fubftitution f of another child, was 
fecretly educated in Ruftla until the election of Boris Godunof, when he was conveyed 
into Poland under the care of the monk Grifka, which afterwards gave rife to the report 

that 

* Grifka, in the Ruffian tongue, fignlfies little Gregorys He was called alfo Roftriga, or Deferter* 
from having deferted his convent. 

f The principal obje&ion to the account of Margaret, arifes from the difficulty of fubftltufclng a child 
in the place of Demetrius* particularly if the fon of his nurfe was one of the | and if VaffiJi Shu* 

liki examined the body of the deccafed, foon after the fuppofed afiaffination. To this it may be anfwered, 
that his mother had fufficient reafon to he on her guard againft the attempts of %ris Godunof m t for it is 
evident that fuch attempts were made before, from a patfage in Fletcher, who was at Mofcow in the be* 
ginning of Feodor's reign* (s Bdides the Emperor that now is, who hath no child, nor ever like to have, 
there Is but one more, a child of fix or feven years old, in whom refleth all the hope of the fucceffion, and 
the pollerity'of that houfe. He h kept In a remote place from Molko, under the tuition of his mother, 
and her kindred of the houfe of the Nagais; yet ml fa/e (as i have heard) from attempts of making away by 
praBke offame that afpirs to the fuccejjwn, if this Emperor die without jffteP Fletcher's Ruffia, chap, v, 

'With rcfpe£t to the privity of the nurfe, and her fon, the wituds of the bell-ringer, and the tettimony of 
Yaffili Shuiikh L’Evefque makes thefe judicious observations ; 

“ Mais cee cit con fiances font eltes bien confirmees. Tons Its afTaffins du Tzarevitch furent mafFaeres 
prefqu' auffi-tdt quhls eurent commis ce crime. Its rfont point etc interroges, on n’a rien fu de kur bouche. 
Uu foimeur de la cathedrak fut temoin du meurtre de Dmitri# Mids qui a re^u fon tdmoiguage l Eft it 
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that Grilka had perfonated Demetrius. As a proof that they were two diftinft perfons, 
he informs us, that Boris Godunof fent repeated expreiTes to his guards on the fron¬ 
tiers, to prevent all travellers from quitting the country, even fhould they be provided 
with pafiports ; for two traitors were endeavouring to efcape into Poland. Margaret 
adds, Grilka was thirty-five years of age, and Demetrius fcarcely twenty four; Grilka 
accompanied the new Tzar to Mofcow, and was feen by many in that city, being a per- 
fon well known, and having a brother who poffefled an cflate near Galitz; he was 
notorious before his flight into Poland for drunkennefs, and on account of his rnifcon- 
duft, was baniihed by Demetrius to Yaroflaf. Margaret, moreover, was informed by 
an Englilh merchant of Yaroflaf, well acquainted with Grilka, that the monk, on re¬ 
ceiving the news of the Tzar’s death, and even after the ele&ion of Vaffili Shuifki, fo- 
lemnly protefted that he, Demetrius, was the real fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch ; anti that he 
himfelf was Grilka Otrepief, who had conduced the Prince .into Poland. Soon after¬ 
wards Grilka was conveyed to Mofcow by order of Vaffili Shuifki, and difappeared. 
(Margaret, 152 to 157.) 

If this narrative is authentic, even according to the confeflion of Muller, it com¬ 
pletely refutes the reprefentation of the oppofite party. In what manner then does 
this ingenious author attempt to diferedit the pofitive teftimony of Margaret ? “ But 

how,” fays he, “ can we imagine, that any one could ever hold two perfons to be the 
fame individual, at a time when the contrary could be eafily proved ?” The contrary 
indeed could be eafily proved during the reign of Demetrius, when Grilka was at 
Mofcow or at Yaroflaf, and at a time when few Ruffians doubted the fa& but the 
aflertion was not fo eafily refuted when Grilka difappeared, and when no perfen durft 
contradict the manifelto of Vaffili Shuilki. “ Let us luppofe,” adds Mr. Muller, “that 
the oppofite party, in defiance of all truth, firft invented fo groundlefs a fable ; let us 
fuppofe that Grilka was immediately banifhed, as foon as the enemies of Demetrius made 
the latter pafsfor that monk; how does it happen that no writer beftde Margaret* *, has 
taken notice of fo remarkable a circumltance r” It is generally allowed that one good 
evidence ought to outweigh a crowd of prejudiced witnefles ; fo that if Margaret’s cre¬ 
dibility is fuperior to that of his opponents, we mull aflent to the truth of his account. 
And who are the writers whole authority is preferred to that of Margaret ? The native 
hiltorians, who wrote after the acceffion of Vaflili Shuilki; but their teftimony cannot 
be admitted in this cafe ; for could any Ruffian venture to contradict the manifelto of 


mSme certain qtie ce temoin ait cxitlc ? Si les a {tiffins Furent trompes, n'ait-il pas pu Bftre lui mefne, et 
prendte pour lc Tzarcvitch mi enfant du mcine age 1 Ne convient-on-pas. quo Boris., % Mafs Chouifki, 
mais Lkchnin furent envoyes z Ouglitch par Boris ; Us virent et reconnurciit le corps du Tzarevitcb et lui 
rendirmt les hoBneurs funebres, Eh ! fait-on ce qu’ont vu ces deux emiflairee de Boris, ce quSk Ini ont 
rapportc en fecrct ? Le corps nieme qiriils exarmnerent, dcfiguie par des bldTures, et garde long-temps 
fans One embaume, devydt etre meconnaiflable. On ignore abiolumcnt ce qurils ont d£couvert> et ce qu’ils 
ont penf^. Shis ont debite a knr retour tine fable concertec entr’eux et le mmiitre, ils n’ont pu dans ie 
fuite faire connai tre la verite, fans avouer qidils avoient etc des fonrbes vend ns a un icelerat, 1 * &c. Vo!, hi* 
p* 227.—In a word, the belief that a child was fubdituted in Lhe place of Demetrius, though liable to 
many objections, h yet attended with much fewer diHicukies, than the notion that the Tzar who rdgned 
under the name of Demetrius was an impoftor. 

* Margaret, however, does not Hand fhigle in fnppofing Ofife, and him who pafied for Demetrius, to 
be ditUr.£t perfoufl> For among others, Conrad BulTau, who was p re fent at Mofcow during the troubles, 
afferts, that Demetrius was the natural fon of Stephen Balhori, King of Poland, which is fujftcient to iljow 
that the report prevailed at the time that the Tzar and Grifka were different perfons, S* R, G. vol. v, 
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the fovereign, or call In queflion the fanflity of the relics eflabliflied by a decree of the 

be eonfeflcd, however, that one author is not liable to thefe fufpiaons. 
« petreius,*’ continues Muller, “ has given, in many inflances, the mofl exaft intelli¬ 
gence an d has demonftrated the impoilure of the i'alfe Demetrius with many proofs. 
Is it polfible, therefore, to fuppofe him ignorant that Demetrius and Grifka were,two 
different perfons, if that fact had been well grounded ?” Here then the teftimony cf 
Petreius is put in the oppofite fcale againfl that of Margaret; both foreigners, both 
prelent at Mofcow at the time of the infurrection, both fuppofed to be unbiased by the 
civil and religious prejudices of the Ruffians; yet both of different fentiments. Let us 
therefore examine their character and fituation, and confider vvhethtr any cii^cum fiances 
render one writer more worthy ot credit than the other, Margaiet wasa frenchman, 
who entered the Ruffian fervice in the reign of Boris Godunof, was preterit in the army 
fent againfl Demetrius, and always afted with approved bravery and fidelity, after¬ 
wards, when Demetrius afeended the throne, he was continued in his fervice as captain 
of the guards. He poffeffed, therefore, many opportunities of invefligating his real 
hi [lory, and he has recorded it in his “Eflat de l’Empire de Ruffie, &c.” which, on his 
return to France, he publifhed at the command of Henry IV. 

Muller, however, objects to the authenticity of Margaret’s narrative: “A witnefsof 
this fort would not be admitted in any'court of juftice, and cannot, in this inflance, merit 
our belief. His judgment might be warped ; partly from confidering it as a dirgrace 
to have engaged in the fervice of an impoflor, and paitly bom not being well ufed by 
the oppofite party after the death of the fade Demetrius. Hence he might be enticed, 
from motives of refentment, to brand with infamy the enemies of Demetrius, and to 
treat as mere fatfehoods all the reports of the impoflor’s real origin. We mud, there¬ 
fore, accufe Margaret either of having advanced a falfehood; or fuppofe that he had 
heard of another Otrepief, who was at that time prefent at Mofcow, and whom he 
ftrangely confounds with Grifka t ” This is the only objection which even the inge¬ 
nuity of Muller can urge againfl Margaret. . 

Petreius, whofe authority is fondly preferred to that of Margaret, was minuter j Horn, 
Charles IX. King of Sweden, to the court of Mofcow in the reigns of Boris Godunof, 
Demetrius, and Vaffili Shuifki. The dofe conneaion of Demetrius with Sigifinond 
King of Poland, induced Charles IX. to tender his affiftance to Boris Godunof, upon 
the firft entrance of the new claimant into Ruffia. Charles is alfo reprefented as greatly 
alarmed at the fuccefs of Demetrius* and after his affaffination concluded a treaty of ths 
ftri&eft amity with Vaffili Shuifki. It was therefore the intereft; of the Swediffi court to 



cq> lio u able. I rt all a llai r3* where in 
ferahle to that of foreigners; but the 
by fear or prejudice. 


5. R. G, yd. Tii p. i$2 and 193. 
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Teprefettt Demetrius as an impoftor; a^d Pctreius, as Swedifli rninifter, naturally coun¬ 
tenanced the report patronized by Ins mailer. But fhould we even allow that Pctreius 
was not influenced in his judgment by the politics of his own court; yet, as an author, 
he is liable to great exception : for the nutnberlcfe fi ft ions and grofs m ifreprefen rations 
which he retails in his Chronicle, prove extreme pronenefs to credulity # . On the con¬ 
trary, the credibility of Margaret Hands uninipeached, and even the penetrating fagacity 
•of Muller hinifelf cart only difeover in his work a few trifling errors. It appears then, 
that both as to character and fituation, the teftimony of Margaret is preferable to that 
of Pctreius ; and if the q tut ft ion is to be ultimately decided by one of thefe two writers, 
whofe authority is the molt unqueflionable, the Tzar who reigned under the name of 
Demetrius was no, impoftor, but the real Ton of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. 

I fliall now throw together fomc particulars, which, in addition to thofe already enu¬ 
merated, induce me to efpoufethe opinion that the Tzar was no impoftor. 

i. The conduft of Boris Godunof. 2. Suppofed refemblance between the real De¬ 
metrius and the perfon who reigned in his name. 3. • 1 is fuccefs and conduct upon the 
throne. 4. Teftimony of Maria Feodorofha. 5. Arguments ufed by the Rufikns to 
prove the impofture. 

1. The conduct of Boris Godunof plainly demonftrates that he thought him the real 
Demetrius. For otherwife, why did he not produce Maria Feodorofna, and obtain her 
public avowal that her fon was not alive ? Her teftimony at that time would have un- 
queftionably afeertained the impofture of the perfon, who claimed the throne as her 
offspring. Probably Boris Godunof examined her privately, and finding her to perfifl: 
in her aflertion that Demetrius had efcaped from Uglitz, he removed her to a convent 
at a cpnftderable diftance from Mofcow, that flie might not fanftion the pretenfions of 
his rival. 

2. The fuppofed refemblance between the Prince Demetrius, who was educated at 
Uglitz, and the perfon who reigned under his name. He had a wart under the right 
eye, and one arm fhorter than the other. « But how is it known,” laid Muller, t£ that 
the Prince had thefe defeQi ? for they are not mentioned in the Ruffian narratives, but 
only related by foreigners, who had never feen him. May we not therefore fuppofe 
them mere inventions, calculated to difplay foine refemblance between the true and 
falfe Demetrius f?” To this we may reply, that the Ruffian accounts, evidently com¬ 
piled after this period, and chiefly taken from the manifeftos of government, would 
never record any circumftance which might tend to favour a likenefs between a perfon 
whom they ftyled an impoftor, and the young Prince. And it may be added, if the 
Tzar alledged the wart under his right eye, and the fhortnefs of his arm, as proofs of 
his being the real Demetrius ; who can fuppofe that the Prince had not thefe defers, 
when there were fo many perfons of the firft diftin&ion who could contradict the truth 

* Mulkr has noticed and comAed innumerable errors, relative to the moll important traiifaflions, in 
the Chronicle ot Petreius. It would be endlefs to mention them, I fhall therefore only tflate one. which 
unquestionably proves the credulity of Petreius. “ Feodor Ivanovitch,” fays that author, - ‘ upon his death 
bed, being rcqudted by the nobility to name a fueceflor, anftvered, « That perfon to whom I /hall deliver 
my Iceptrt [haII be Tzar after me.’ Soon afterwards he offered it to Feodor Nikitich llomanof; but he 
delivered it to his brot her Alexander* who gave it to a third called John, who prefen ted it to a fourth called 
Michael. the latter palled it to another nobleman : at laft the Tzar threw thefeeptre from him, trying 
out in a paffion, * Take it who willupon which Boris took it up, and the Tzar died immediately » 
This ridiculous tale is contradi&ed by the moll authentic records, by the whole hiftory of the fubfeuuent 
elcftion of Boris Godunof; and yet this is the writer whofe authority is oppofed to Margaret. See 
S- R. G- vol. v. p. 64, &c. b 

j; S. R. G. vol. v. p. 190. 

14 


Of 


CGXli's TRAVELS IN RUSSIA, 


745 

oF the report ? £< But even allowing the Fact/ 3 continues Mullet - * <( the concluFion by 

no means fallows* as the ftrongeft refcmbJance has been frequently obferved between 
two different perfons \ and it is likcwife peffiblc, that the falfe Demetrius might have 
imitated a wart in his face* and have feigned a defect in his arm/* It is barely pcflible, 
indeed, to account for thefe circumftances in this manner; Full, however, they mud be 
considered* though not as pofitive, yet as preemptive evidence in his favour, especially 
when joined to collateral proofs. 

3* The fuccefs of his enterprize, and conduft upon the throne, feetn to prove that he 
was the real Demetrius, lie entered Ruffia with an inconliderabie force, which in- 
creafed as he advanced ; and though totally defeated, and alutoft defcrted by the Poles, 
yet his army was form recruited, and became more Formidable than befoul his difccm- 
iiture. Perfons of the nrft diflinftion joined him from all quarters, and the more he^ 
became perfonally known to the Ruffians* the greater number of partisans flocked to 
his ftandard. Nor did this feeni owing to any want of popularity in Boris Godunof, 
whofe adminiflration was greatly refpefted for vigour and wifdom; it rather proceeded 
from a general conviction that be was Demetrius. When leated upon the throne he 
die! not aft like an impo ft or. Had he been one, he would fcarcely have pardoned Vaf- 
iili Shuifkf, who had thrown doubts upon the reality of his defeent. Ini lead of dif- 
believing the firongreports of an impending infurreftion, he would liaveturned u ready 
ear to flighted rumours of plots and machinations, and have taken every precaution 
againft them. In a word, his general character was as thoughtkfs and ineon federate as 
it was open and fincere; but above all, his freedom from fulpidon and jealoufy were 
incompatible with the principles of an ufurper 

4. The conduft of Maria Feodorofna mutt, be admitted as fupppreing the fame fide 
of the queftion, After having openly acknowledged him for her ion, flie is find to have 
publicly difowned him. If both the avowal and denial were equally public* they both 
might have been extorted by fear, and her teithnony muff: be confidered as null. For 
what credit can that woman deferve who at one time admitted a perfon to be her foil* 
and at another rejected him ? We may obferve, however* this difference, that in one in- 
fhmee flie owned him in perfon ; in the other, ihe was not confronted with him, but her 
anfwer was brought by Vaffili Shuifki f, who was moil: interefted to prove him an ini' 
poflor. It therefore follows, that if (as feems to be the cafe) her avowal was public, 
and her denial was not, the former is more to be depended upon than the latter, and her 
teftimony mull be admitted in Ids favour J* 

. 5* The 

* u Puis parlous* 0 ' fays Margaret, u dc fa clemcnce, envers un ehacuri spi es qtdil fnt reteu en Mofoo, 
et principademetit e 11 vers Vacilli Chontfeui, lequel fut cenvaificu de traliifon, &c. et mumes futledu Deme- 
Inns prie par tons les afliftans de le fan e mounr, vu qti’ils s*dtait toujours ironve prettipMtcur du repos 
public. Je parle comme ayant ouy ct veil le tout de mes orcilles, Ce non ohfrant il luy pardorma, com- 
bieh que Demetrius ffavgit bten que nul liofoit afplrer a la couronnc que la dite niaifon de Chmiafqm. 
II pai donna aulfi a pliffieurs a litres ■ car il ciloit fans foupeon,” p* 171. 

1 Si il fe fnt fenty coupable en aticune chafii, il end cu jufle fujet do croire lea machinations el traliiforu 
complottces et trammees coot re fa perfonne, des quelles il ctoit affeE advert y, ct y enft pu remedier avtr 
gnuide fiicilite, 0 p. 1 74, 

f Mr. Muller fays, Vaflili Slunilci tool the iroubkof repairing h'tmfelf t& the convent. Gab fich tebld thy 
muche. 

t- The RulTiab authors nffert, that at the time when the relies were conveyed to Mnfcow, jhe publicly 
retraced her former telUmony in \m favour, upon their firft interview near Mofctnv * corifeifing that the 
had been induced by threats, as well as from a defire of procuring her liberty, to acknowledge an alien for 
her fon. But how are we certain that ilie really made this public confctTion ? Its truth entirely 1xUs 
npon the Ruffian papers, which cannot, in this in fiance, be dlcemed authentic records. Why wan her 
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5. The very arguments advanced by the Ruffians to prove his impofture, ftrongty 
dlablifh the contrary pofition. For how was the reality of his imperial defcent invali¬ 
dated by his being a forcerer, an heretic, ora mufician; by his predilection to the Poles, 
not bowing to the image of St. Nicholas, not bathing, eating veal, and fuch frivolous ac- 
cufations? Does not the adoption of thefe nugatory infinuations befpeak a great defi¬ 
ciency of Iblid arguments ? They may incline, indeed, the Ruffians to believe him an 
ufurper, but do not prove him one in the eyes of difpatlionate judges. The truth feems 
to be, that as he began to lofe the affection of his fubjects by his inconfiderate contempt 
of their cufloms and religion, thefe, and many other unfavourable reports, calculated 
to raife and increafe the popular odium, were circulated by the intrigues of Vaffili Shu- 
ifki, who, upon his aflafiination, was raifed to the throne. 

The fame remarks extend, with Dill greater force, to the afiertion, that the body in¬ 
terred at Uglitz was that of the real Demetrius from its uncorrupted ftate, and the mi¬ 
racles it performed. For the uncorrupted ftate of the body, when firft conveyed to 
Mdfcpw, evidently proves it to have been fuppofidtious ; and the miracles it is laid to 
have performed will convert no profelytes without the pale of the Ruffian church. 
When every expedient failed of convincing the generalityof the Ruffians, that the Tzar 
was an impoflor, recourfe was had to pretended miracles and facred relics. And it mull 
be allowed, that this method of convincing an ignorant and foperftirious people, who 
doubted (and there were many who doubted) was a ftroke of the mod confummate po¬ 
licy ; as by thefe means the aftertions of Vafiili Shuiftd were fanEtioned by an ecclefi- 
aftical decree; and the impofture of his rival became an article of public faith. Indeed, 
fuch is the fuperftition with which theufurpationof Grilka is ftiil maintained, that even 
at this diftance of time no Ruffian hillorian could venture to hint that Demetrius was 
not afiafimated at Uglitz, and that the perfon who aflumed his name was not Gritka: 
for it would be contradicting a fundamental principle of belief, and rejecting the relics 
of a faint much revered in this country. 

No. II .—Geographical Divifion of the Ruffian Empire into Governments , Provinces , and 

Dif riels. 

AS the new divifion of Ruffia into governments, provinces, and diftrifts, by Catharine 
the Second, has totally altered the geography of that vaft empire 5 and as no accurate 
account of the general divifion yet given to the public has fallen under my obfervation, 
I fliallhere fubjoin a lift communicated to me in February 1785, from undoubted au¬ 
thority. 

In comparing this lift of governments with that given in book 6. ch. i. of this work, 
the reader will find a difference in the number and names of the governments j for in- 
ftance, this lift enumerates forty-one, the other forty governments. This lift mentions 
the governments of Archangel, Catherineullaf, Olonetz, and Caucafus; and the other 
thofe of Aftracan, Azof, and New Ruffia. But this difference may eafily be recon¬ 
ciled, by confidering that the former lift was made in 1782, the latter in 1784, when fe- 


public recantation poflponed to fo late a period ? and why was fhe not confronted with the Tzar, when he 
repeatedly appealed to her teftimouy a* the ftrongdt proof of his being the real Demetrius? Have we 
not every reafon to conclude, either that {he did not publicly letrad her former affeveranons in his favour ; 
or thatj being in VafEii Shuifki'a power* ihe was finally compelled to ad in fubfcrviency to hk mandate? 

veral 
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veral alterations had taken place in the names of the governments, particularly that 
Olonetz was formerly included in the government of Novogorod, and Archangel in that 
of Vologda, from which they have been fince feparated ; that the names of New Raffia 
and of Azof have been changed for that of Ecatherinenflaf j and that the government 
of Caucafus has been lately added, and comprifes the government of Aftracan. 


Prefent Dhijlon of the Ruffian Empire* into Governments* Provinces , and Diflricls. 

FORTY-ONE GOVERNMENTS. 

I .—Government of St. Peierjburgh. 

This government comprifes that trad of country called Ingennanland, or Ingria, 
wrefted by Peter the Great from the Swedes, and confirmed to the Ruffians at the 
peace of Nyfladt, in 1721.—It is divided into ten diftrids. 

1. St. Peterlburgh. 

3. Oranienbaum, on the gulf of Finland. 

3. Yfamburgh on the river Luga, difchargmg itfelf into the gulf of Finland. 

4. Luga, on the upper part of the fame river. 

5. Narva, on the river Narova, which falls into the gulf of Finland. 

6. Gvof, near the eaft fide of lake Peipus, on the rivulet called Gvofka. 

7. Rokeftven, or Rokeftvenlk, on the rivulet Oredefh, falling into the Luga. 

8. Sophia, near Zarfkoe Zelo. 

9. Schlueffelburgh, on the Neva, where this river iffues from the Ladoga. 

10. New Ladoga, on the river Volkhof, between the lake and the channel of the 
Ladoga. 

II. —Government of Olonetz. 

Formerly included in the government of Novogorod.—Contains five diftrids. 

1. Petrofavodfb, on the river Schua, falling into the lake Onega. 

3. Olonetz, on the river Olonza, falling into the eaft fide of the Ladoga. 

3. Vytegra, on the river of the lame name, falling into the loath fide of the Onega. 

4. ka'gopol, near the river Onega, at its origin from the lake Latcha. 

5. Povenetz, on the north fide of the Onega, where the rapid rivulet Povenetz falls 

into it. 

HI.—Government of Wyburgh , or Ruffian Finland. 

This government was formerly fubjed to Sweden, and comprized in C.areiia; pait 
was ceded to Ruffia at the peace of Nyftadt, in 17 2 G an d P ai 't by the treaty of Abo, 
1741.—It contains fix diftrids. 

1. Wibargh, on the north fide of the gulf of Finland. 

3. Wilimanitrand, near the lake Saima. 

3. Frederidham, on the gulf of Finland. 

4. Nyflot, near the lake Utruis. 4 

5. Kexholm, on two fmall iflands of the river Woxen, falling into the Ladoga. 

6. Serdobol, on the north-weftern fide of the Ladoga. 
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IV .—Government of Revel, or Ejlbonia. 

*, Revel was confirmed to the Swedes at the peace of Oliva, conquered by Peter the 
Great in ij 10, and finally ceded to Ruftia in 1721.—It contains five diftiiels. 

1. Revel on die Baltic Tea. 

2. Bal tie-Port, about forty verfts weftwards from Revel, 

3. Habfal, or Hapfal, a maritime town. 

4. Weiil’enftein, on the rivulet Saida, about eighty vevfts from Revel. 

5. Wefenberg, about one hundred verfts from Revel, at about an equal diftance 

from that town and Narva. 


V. — Government of Riga or Livonia , ceded to RuJJia in 1721. 

It contains nine diftiicls. 

1. Riga, on the Dtmna, fourteen verfts from its mouth. 

2. Wenden, on the river Aa. 

3. Weimar, on the fame river. 

4. Walk, on a rivulet falling into the fouth fide of lake Wyrtz, 

5. Werro, on the well fide of Peipus. 

6. Dorpt, on the river Em, or Embak, which iffues from the lake Wyrtz, and falls 

into the Peipus. 

7. Fellin, on the finall river of the fame name. 

S. Perneau, on the river of that name, near die Baltic Sea. 

9, Arenfburgh, on the ifland Oefel. 

VI.— Government sf Pfof. 

A republic, fubdued by Vailili Ivanovitch, and formerly comprized in the govern-, 
ment of Novogorod.—Contains nine diftricts. 

1. Pfkof, called by foreigners Plefkof, on the river Velika, or Velikaia. 

2. Petchora, on the rivulet Simfha, falling into the fouth part of the Peipus, or the 

lake of Pfkof. 

3. Oftrof, or Oftroffk, on an ifland of the river Velika. 

4. Opotchka , on an ill and of the fame river. 

5. Novorfhel, on an ifland of the finall lake of Padzo, through which flows the 

river Velikaia. 

6. Velikie Luki, on the left fide of the river Lovat, falling into the lake'llmen. 

7. Toropez, on the river Toropo, falling into the Duna. 

8. Kholm, on the river Lovat. 

9. Porkof, on the river Schelef. 


VII .—Government of Novogorod, 

A powerful republic, finally reduced by Ivan Vaffilievitch II. and united to the Ruf¬ 
fian empire.—Contains ten diftrifts, 

1. Novogorod, oil the river Volkof, near the lake Ilmen. 

2. Kreftetz,oii the river Knlova, falling into the Mila. 

3. Staraia Ruffa. on the river Polifh, about fifteen verfts fouth of the Ilmen, 

4. Valdai, on the weft fide of the lake of Valdai. 

Borovitchi, on the River Mfta. sf 

Tikhvin, on the rivulet of that name, falling into the Siafs, which difeharges 

itfelf into the Ladoga. 

7. Uftiuflma, 
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7. Ultiufhna, on the Mologa, falling into the Volga. 

8. Tcherepovetz, on the river Schekfna, falling into the Volga. 

9. Kirilof, on the fame river. 

10. Bieloferlk, on the f6uth fide of the Bielofero, near the river Schekfna. 

VIII.— Government of Tver. 

An independent principality, united to the Ruffian empire by Ivan Vaffilievitch, and 
comprized in the government of Novogorod. It was feparated from Novogorod, and 
was th<i firft government eftablilhed upon the new plan.—Contains thirteen diftricts. 

1. Tver, on the Volga, where that river is joined by the Tverza. 

2 . Vyffinei Volotfliek, on the river Zna. 

3. Torffiok, on the Tverza. 

4. Oftalhkof, on an ifland of the lake Seliger. 

5. Rffief VolodimeroF, on the left fide of the Volga. 

6. Subzof, on the left fide of the fame river. 

7. Staritza, on the Volga. 

8. Krafnoi Kholtn, on tlie river Schoca, which falls into the Mologa, 

9. Koliafin, on the Volga. t 

10. Kakin, near the Volga. 

11. Belhetzk, on the Mologa. 

12. Kortchera, or Kortchef, on the Volga. 

13. Vefiegonfk, on the river Mologa. 

IX.— Government of Smoknfko . 

After being an objefl: of contention, and reciprocally pofl'effed by Poland and Raffia, 
was conquered by Alexey Michaelovitch in 1654, and finally ceded to Ruilia at the 
peace of Mofcow, in 1666.—Contains twelve diTtriris. 

1. Smolenlko, on both fides of the Dnieper. 

2. Poretchie, on the river Kafplia, falling into the Duna. 

3. Dukortchina, on the Dnieper. 

4. Bieloi, on the fmall river Vobilha, falling into the Melha, which discharges itfelf 

into the Duna. 

5. Sytcherlk, on the river Vafufa, falling into the Volga, 

6. Gffiatfk, or Glhat, on the river Gfliat, falling into the Vafufa, 

7. Viafma, on the river Viafma, falling into the Dnieper. 

8. Dorogobuffi, on the Dnieper. 

9. Yukhnof, on the Ugra, falling into the Oeca. 

10. Felna, on the Defna. 

11. Roftart, on the Otter, which falls into theSolh. 

12. Kra/noi, on a rivulet which falls into the Dnieper. 

X .—Government of Polotjk. * 

JDifmsmbered from Poland by the Treaty of Partition in 1772-—Contains eleven: 
diltricts. 

i* Point Ik, on the Duna, at the mouth of the fmall river Polota. 

2. Drifl'a, or Dryfm, on the river Drilfa, falling into the Bunas' 

3. Dunaburgh, on the right fide of the Duna. 

4. Refitza, on the rivulet Refiza, or Rofitten, falling into the lake Liubahn. 

5. Liutzin-y 
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5. Liutzin, on the river Liiha, which falls into the river Velikaja. 

<5, Sebefh, on tlie lake Sebellt. 

7. Nevel, on the lake Nevel. 

8. Vifebfk, on the Duna. 

g. Gorodetzk, or Gorodok, on a rivulet falling into the Duna. 

10. Velifh, on the Duna. 

11. Suraih, on the Duna. 

51 .— Go vernment of Mobile/. 

Difmembered alfo by the Treaty of Partition in 1772.—Contains eleven diftri&s. 

I. Mohilef, on the Dnieper. 

а. Kopyfs, on the Dnieper. 

3. Orfha, on the Dnieper. 

4. Sennoi, near lake Sennoie, communicating with the Duna. 

5. Babinovitehi, on the river Lutchofla, falling into the Duna. 

б. Mifliiflaf, on the river Vokra, falling into the Sofh. 

7. Klimovitchi, on the river Oiler, falling Into the Snih. 

8. Tfchaufy, on the river Pronja, falling into the Soih. 

9. Sraroi Bykhof, on the Dnieper. 

10. Rogatchef, near the Polifh frontiers, where the river Drutz, or Drugez, falls 

into the Dnieper. 

11, Belitzy, on a rivulet falling into the Sofli. 

XII.— Government of Orel. 

Once a province of the government of Bielgorod.—Contains thirteen diftricts. 

1. Orel, on the rivers Occa and Orel. 

2. Kromy, on the Occa. 

3. Mzenfk, on the rivulets Suiha and Menza, falling into the Occa. 

4. Bolkof, on the river Nugra, falling into the Occa. 

5. Livny, on the left fide of the river Soffna, falling into the Don. 

6. Feletz, on the left fide of the river Soffna. 

7. Sieflk, on the river Sief, falling into the Defna. 

8. Maloi Arkhangellk, on the river Soffna. 

9. Dmitrofik, on the rivulet Nerufer, falling into the Sief. 

10. Defhkin, on the Occa. 

II. Trubtcheflk, on the left fide of the Defna. . 

12. Branfk, on the Defna. 

13. Karatchef, on the rivulet Snefet, falling into the Defna. 

5111 . — Government of Kaluga. 

Formerly a province in the government of Mofcow.—Contains twelve diftri&s. 

1. Kaluga, on the Occa. 

2. Maloiaroflavetz, on the fmall river Lu/Iia, falling into the Occa. 

3. Barovlk, on the river Protva, falling into the Occa. 

4. Tarnffa, on the Occa. 

5. Likhvin, on the left fide of the Occa, 

6. Kofelk, on the left fide of the fmall river Shifdra, falling into the Occa. 

7. Medynfk, on a rivulet falling into the Ugra. 

*4 
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8 . Peremyfchl, on the left fide of the Occa. 

5. Mechovflc, on a rivulet falling into the Shifdra. 

10. Moffalfe, on a fmall river falling into the Ugra. 
j t. Serpeilk, on the fmall river Serpei, falling into the Ugra. 

12. Shifdra, on the river of the fame name. 

XIV.— Government of Mofcow. 

One of the moft antient and molt confpicuous provinces of the Ruffian empire. Its 
capital, Mofcow, built in 1147, was the refidence of the fovereign, till Peter the Great 
transferred the feat of empire to Peterfburgh.—Contains fifteen diftrifls. 

1. Mofcow, on the river Mofcva, falling into the Occa. 

2. Kolomna Mofcva, about five verfts from its junflion with the Occa. 

3. Branitzy, on the Mofcva, between Molco and Kolomna. 

4. Podol, or Podollk, on the river Pakria, falling into the Mofcva. 

5. Nikirlk, on the fame river. 

6. Serpukhof, on the river Nara, four verfts from its junction with the Occa. 

7. Vereia, on theProtva, falling into the Occa. 

8 . Moffiailk, on the fmall river Moihaika, falling into the Mofcva. 

9. Rufa, on the left fide of the river Rufa, falling into Mofcva. 

1 o. Voikrefenk, on the river Ifter, falling into the Mofkva. 

11. Svenigorod, on the Mofcva. near the mouth of the Ifter. 

12. Voloklamlkoi, or Volokolamplk, on the river Lama, falling into the Scoiha, 

which difcharges itfelf into the Volga. 

13. Klin, on the river Seftra falling into theDubnia, which joins the Volga. 

14. Dmitrof, on the fmall river Vakhroma, which, uniting with the Seftra, forms 

the river Dubnia. 

15. Bogorodlk, on the river Kliafma. 

XV.— Government of Tula. 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow.—Contains twelve diftri&s. 

1. Tula, on the river Upa, falling into the Occa. 

2. Krapirna, on the fame river, 

3. Odeief, on the fame river. 

4. Venef, on the rivulet Venefka, falling into the Offetr, which joins the Occa. 

5. Alexin, on the Occa. 

6 . Kachira, on the fame river. 

7. Bagoroditzk, on the river Upa. 

S. Tfchern, on the rivulet of the fame name, falling into the Suiha, which flows 
into the Occa. 

9. Novofyl, on the rivulet Nerutcha, falling into the Suiha. 

10. Bielef on the Occa. 

11. Epiphan, on the Don. 

12. Ephreiuof, or Yephremof, on the river Metcha, falling into the Don. 

XVI.— Government of Refan. 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow.—Contains twelve diftri&s. 

1, Rel'an, on the Trubefli, falling into the Occa. 

2. Saraifn, on the river Ofetr. 


3. Pronlk, 
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3. Prolific, on the river Pronca, falling into the Occa. 

4. Mikhaiiof on the river Pronca. 

5. Skopin, on the fmall river Ranvf, falling into the Occa. 

6. Riachk, on a rivulet falling into the Voronefk. 

7. Kaffimof, on the Occa. 

8. Raninburgh, on the river Refe, falling into the Voronefh. 

9. Spafk, on the Occa. 

10. Yegoricf, or Yegorjeflk, on a fmall river falling into toe Occa. 

11. Sapofhok, on a river falling into the Occa. 

12. Donkof, or Dankof, on the Don. 

XVII.— Government of folodomir. 

Formerly a province of the government of Molcow,—Contains fourteen difl riels, 

1. Voloditnir, or Vladimir, on the river Kliafma. 

2. Sufdal, on a rivulet falling into the Kliafma. 

3. Yurief Poltkoi, on a fmall river falling into the Kliafma. _ 

4. Alexandrof, or AJexandraflk, on the river Schernia, falling into the Kliafma. 

5. Kovrof, on the river Kliafma. 

6. Pokrof, cn the fame river. 

7. Gorokhovetzk, on the fame river. 

8. Sudogda, on a river of the fame name, falling into the Kliafma. 

9. Viafniki, on the river Kliafma. 

10. Murom, on the Occa. 

11. Pereflavl Salelkoi, on the rivulet Trubefh, falling into the lake of Peveflavl. 

} 2. Schuia, on the river Tefs, falling into the Kliafma. 

13. Kirlhatch. on a rivulet falling into the Kliafma. 

14. Melenki, on the fmall river Unfba, falling into the Occa. 

XVIII.— Government of Tarojlaf 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow.—Contains twelve did riels. 

1. Yarajflaf, 011 the Volga, where the river Kotorofl falls into it. 

2. Relief, on the north fide of the fmall lake Nero, called therefore the lake of 

Roftof, communicating with the Volga by the river Kotoroil. 

3. Bariffoglebtk, on the Volga. 

4. Roman of, on the Volga, oppolite to the Iaft mentioned town. 

5. Danilof, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

6 . Liubim, on the river Negra, falling into the Kaftroma. 

7. Pocheckhon, or Pochekhonie, on the river Sagolha, tailing into the Schefclha. 

8. Uglitch, on the Volga. 

9. Rybnoi, on the Volga. 

10. Myckkin, on the Volga. 

11. Petroffk, on a fmall river falling into the lake Nero. 

12. Mologa, on the Volga. 

XIX.— Government of Vologda . 

Formerly the large!! of all the Ruffian European governments, as it contained the 
provinces of Vologda, Archangel, and Veliki-Tilling. 

8 This 
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This government is divided into two provinces, Vologda and Veliki-Uftiug. 

Province of Vologda contains five diftrifts. 

1. Vologda, on the river Vologda, falling into the Sukhona. 

2. Griafovetz, on a river falling into the Sukhona. 

3. Kadnikof, on a river falling likewife into the Sukhona. 

4. Totma, on the left fide of the Sukhona. 

5. Velefk, or Vellk, 011 the river Vaga. 

Province of Veliki-Uftiug contains feven diftrifts. 

1. Uftiug-Veliki, on the river Sukhona. 

2. Nikollk, on a rivulet falling into the Sukhona. 

3. Lallk, on the fniall river Liala, falling into the Lufa. 

4. Solvytchegodlk, or Solivytchegodfk, on the river Vytchegda. 

(5. Krafnoborfk, on the left fide of the Dvina. 

6. Yarenlk, 011 the right fide of the Vytchegda, where it takes in the fmall river 

Yarenga. 

7. Uftfyfolk, on the river Syflbl, falling about a verft below this town into the 

Vytchegda. 

XX.— Government of Archangel. 

Formerly included In the Government of \ologda.—Contains feven diflrifts. 

1. Archangel, on the Dvina, about l'eventy verlts from its mouth. 

2. Kolmogori, on the Dvina. 

3. Schenk urlk, on the river Vaga. 

4. Pineg, on the right fide of the Dvina, where the river PInega falls into it. 

5. Onega, on the river Onega, in Ruffian Lapland. 

6 . Kola, on the river Kola, near the Bay of Kola, in the Frozen Ocean. 

7. Mefen, on the river Mefen, falling into the Frozen Sea. 


XXL— Government of Kojlroma. 

Formerly included in the government of Mofcow; two provinces, A. Koftroma, 
B. Unfha.—Contains eleven diftrifts. ^ 

1. Koftroma, near the mouth of the Volga. 

2. Nerechta, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

3. Plefs, on the Volga. 

4. Kadyi, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

5. Bui, on the river Koftroma, where it takes in the river Vara. 

6 . Galitch, on the lake of that name, communicating with the river Koftroma by 

the fniall rivulet Vara. 

7. Tchuckhloma, near the lake of the fame name. 

8. Selgalitzk, on the Koftroma. 

9. Kinechma, on the Volga. 

10. Yurievetz Povolfski, on the Volga, three verfts below the mouth of fne Unfha. 

11. Lukh, on a river falling into the Volga. 

B. Province of Unfha.—Contains three diftrifts. 

1. Makarief, on the Unfha. 

2. Varnovin, on the river Vetluga. 

3. Vetluga, on the fame river. 

xm- 
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XXII. — Government of Nefhnei Novogerod, 

Contains thirteen dillri&s. 

1. Niflmei Novogorod, on th^ Volga, below the mouth of tlie Occa, 

2. Balakhna, on the right fide of the Volga. 

Arfamas, on the fmai! river Teftia, falling into the Occa. 

4. Makarief on the Volga. 

Vaffill, on the Volga. . .... 

6. Semenof, on the rivulet Kerfoenz, falling into the Volga. 

7. Ardatof, on the river Telh, falling into the Occa. 

8. Gorbatof, on the Occa- . . 

o. Sergatch, on the river Piana, falling into the Sura. 

10. Perevos, on the fame river. 

11. Kniaginin, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

12. Lykaianof, on the upper part of the Telh. 

i'>. Potchinki, on the river Atator, falling into the Sura. 

■J 

XXIII. — Government of Cafan. 

Conquered from the Tartars bylvanVaffilievitch II in 1552.—Contains thirteen diftr: 
j. Cafan, on the rivulet Cafanka, falling into the Volga. _ 

2. Sviafk, on the river Sviaga, a few verfts from its jimftion with the Volga, 
o,, Arlk, on the river Cafanka. 

4. Zyvillk, on the river Zyvil, falling into the Volga. 

5 . Tfchebaxar, on the Volga, near the mouth of the rivulet Tfchebaxarka, 

6. Yadrin, on the river Sura. 

7. Kufmodemianfk on the Volga. 

8. Tzarevokokchailk, on a rivulet Malaia Kokchaga, falling into the Volga. 

9. Tetiuki, on the Volga. 

10. Laikef, on the river Kama. 

11. Spalk, on the Volga. 

12. TchifzopoUk, on the Kama. 

13. Mantadylh, on the Viatka, falling into the Kama. 

* 

XXIV .—Government of Simbirjk. 

Formerly a province of the Kingdom of Cafan.—Contains thirteen diftricts, 

1. Simbirik, or Sinbirfk, on the Volga. 

2. Singilief, on the Volga. 

3. Stavropal, on the Volga. 

4. Samara, near the junflion of the Volga and Samara. 

Silran, on the Volga, where it takes in the finall river Sifran. 

6. Kanadei, on the river Sifran. 

7. Tagai, oft a rivulet falling into the Sviaga. 

8. Buintk, on the river Sviaga. 

9. Karfun, on a I'raall river falling into the Sura, 
so. Kotiakof, on the right fide of the river Sura. 

11. Ardatof, on the Ahitor. 

12. Alatoc, on the Sura, where it takes in the Alator. 

13. Kurmyk,on the Sura. 
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XXV.— Government of Penza. 

Formerly a province of Cafan.—Contains thirteen dtftrifts. 

1. Penza, on the river Sura, where it receives the rivulet Pei fa. 

2. ' Mokchainflt, weft of Penza. 

3. Infara, on the river Infara, falling into the Mokcha. 

4. Verkhnei Lomof, on the river Loinof. 

5. Nilhnie Lomof, on the fame river. 

6 . Narovtchat, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha, which joins the Occa. 

7. Troitzk, on the Mokcha. 

8. Krafnoflobodlk, on the fame river. 

9. Scheckeief, on a rivulet falling into the Alator. 

10. Saranlk, on another rivulet falling into the Alator. 
ix, Goroditch, on a rivulet falling into the Sura. 

12. Kerenlk, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

13. Tchembar, on the fmall river Tchembar, falling into the Vorona, which flowa to 

v the Khoper. 

XXVI.— Government of Tanbof 

Formerly part of the government of Voronetz.—Contains thirteen diftrifts. 

1. Tamhof, on the river Zna, which falls into the Mokcha. 

а. Schatik, on the rivulet Schat, falling into the Zna. 

3. Kadom, on the Mokcha. 

4. Temnikof, on the fame river. 

5. Iclatma, on the Occa. 

б. Koflof, on the rivulet Ufnoi Voronetz. 

7. Ufltnan, on the fmall river.XJflinan, falling into the Voronetz. 

8. Lebedian, on the Don. 

9. Borifloglebik, on Khoper. 

10. Morca, on the Zna. 

11. Spalk, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

12. Kirlfanof, on the Verona, falling into the Khoper. 

13. Lipetzk, on the Voronetz. ^ 

XXVII.— Government of Voronetz. 

Contains fifteen di drifts. 

1. Voronetz,on the riverVoronelh,about fourteen verfts fromitsjunftion with theDon. 

2. Sadonlk, on the Don. 

3. Sernlianfk, on a rivulet falling in the Don. 

4. Nilhnedevitzk, on the rivulet Devitza, falling into the Don. 

Korotoian, on the Don. 

6. Bobrof, on the Biliuk, falling into the Don. 

7. Birutch, on the river Sofna, falling into the Don. 

8. Oftrogofchk, on a rivulet falling into Sofna. 

9. Paviovlk, on the Don. 

10. Kalitva, on the rivulet Kalitva, falling into the Don. 

1 j. Bogutchar, on a rivulet of the lame name, falling into the Don. 

12. Bielovodlk, on.the river Derkul, falling into the Donek. 
x -j, Valuiki, on the river Olkol, where it receives the rivulet Valui. 
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14. Livenlk, on tlie rivulet Valui. 

15. Kupcnlk, on the rivulet Olkol. 

XXVIII .—Government of Kurji. 

Formerly part of the government of Bielgorod.—Contains fifteen difir ids. 

1. Kurlk, on the river Tukor, falling into the river Seim, or Sem. 

2. Lgof, on the Seim. 

3. Ryllk, on the fame river. 

4. Pretive on the fame river. 

5. Fatelb, on a rivulet falling into the Svopa. 

6 . Tchigry, on a rivulet falling into the Tim. 

7. Tim, on the river of the fame name, falling into the Sofna. 

8. Oboian, on the river Pfol. 

9. Sudfha, on a rivulet of the fame name, falling into the Pfol. 

10. Bogatoi, on the rivulet Penna, falling into the Pfol. 

11. Dmitrief, on the Svopa. 

12. Bielgorod, on the Donetz. 

13. Korotcha, on the rivulet of that name, falling into the Donetza 

14. Novoi Olkol, on the Olkol. 

15. Staroi Olkol, on a river of that name. 

XXIX. —Government of Novogorod Severjhoi. 

Part of the Ukraine, or Little Rufiia.—Contains eleven diftrids. 

1. Novogorod Severfkoi, on the right fhore of the Defna. 

2. Pogar, on the Sudofli, falling into the Defna. 

3. Mglin, on a rivulet falling into the Ipul. 

4. Starodub, on a rivulet falling into the Sudofli. 

5. Sofnitza, on the Defna. 

6. Korop, on the left fliore of the fame river. 

7. Korolevetz, on a rivulet falling into the Defna. 

8. Glukhof, on the river Yefma, falling into the Seim. 

9. Konotop, on a rivulet falling into the Seim. 

10. Surafli, or Suralhlk, on the Ipul, 

11. Novomeflilk, on the fame river. 

XXX.— Government of Tchernigof, 

Formerly part of the Ukraine,—Contains eleven diftrids, 

1. Tchernigof, on the right Ihore of the Defna. 

2. Berefna, or Berefm, on the Defna. 

3. Gorodnizk, on a rivulet falling into the Snof, which joins the Sofna. 

4. Neftiin, on the Oiler, falling into the Defna. 

5. Romen, or Rotnna, on the river Sula. 

6 . Glinlk, on the fame river. 

7. Priluki, on the Udai, falling into the Sula. 

8. Borfna, on a rivulet of the fame, falling into the Defna. 

9. Lokhvhza, on the river Sula. 

10. feaditch, on the Pfol. 

11. Senkof, on a rivulet falling into the Pfol. 
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XXXI. — Government of Kiof 

Being part of the Ukraine, or Little Ruffia, was once a duchy belonging to the Great 
Dukes, and Kiof, the capital, was their principal refidence. This country was conquered 
by the Tartars, came again into the poffeffiun of the Great Dukes, but was over-ran 
and poffelTed by the ColTacks, under the prote&ion of Poland. 

In 1654, the natives difcontented with John Cafitnir, King of Poland, fubmitted to 
Ruflia, and have ever fince continued fubjeft to that empire. The vaft privileges en¬ 
joyed by the natives have been gradually abolilbed, and they are now reduced to the 
fame Hate as the other provinces of the Ruffun empire.—Contains eleven diftricts. 

1. Kiof, on the Dnieper. 

2. Oiler, on the Defna. 

3. Kofelatz, on the Oiler. 

4. Piriatin, on the Udai. 

5. Periallaf, on the Trubelh, falling into the Dnieper. 

6. Solotonok, on a rivulet of the fame name, falling into the Dnieper. 

7. Lubny, on the river Sul a. 

8. Khorol, on the river of the fame name, falling into the Pfol. 

9. Migorod, on the fame river. 

10. Goltva, on the Pfol. 

11. Goroditche, on the Dnieper. 

XXXII .—Government of Kharkof. 

Formerly comprifed in the government of Ukrania Slovodlkaia.—Contains fifteen 

diffricts. 

1. Kharkof, on the Uda, falling into the Donetz. 

2. Tchuguief, on the Donetz. 

3. Ifiuin, on the fame river. 

4. Woltchanlk, on a rivulet falling into the Donetz. 

5. Solatchef, on the Uda. 

6. Walki, on a rivulet falling into the Donetz. 

7. Bogodukhof, on the Merlo, falling into the Vorlkla. 

8. Krafnokuilk, on the fame river. 

9. Akhtyrka, on the rivulet Akhtyrka, falling into the left Ihore of the Worlkla. 

10. Khotmylk, on the Vorlkla. 

xi. Lebedin, on a rivulet Olchanka, falling into the Pfol. 

12. Sumy, on the right Ihore of the Pfol. 

13. Miropolie, on the fame river. 

14. Nedrigailof, on the river Sula. 

15. Bielopolie, ort a rivulet falling into the Seim. 

XXXIII .—Government of Caiharineflaf or Ecaterrinenflaf. 

This government contains the g reate ft part of that territory which was wrefted by the 
prefent Emprefs from the Turks, and comprizes New Ruffia, the former government 
of Azof, and Crim Tartary. 

It is divided into two provinces of Catherinenflaf and Taurida. 


Province 
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Province of Catherinenflaf contains fourteen diftrifts 


i. Catherinenflaf, on the Dnieper. 

i, Poltava, on the Vorfkla. 

3. Krementchuk, on the Dnieper. 

4. Elifabethgrad, on the Ingul, falling into the Bog. 

e. Alexandria, on the higuletz, falling into the Dnieper. 

6 . Kherfon, on the Dnieper, about fourteen verfts below the mouth of the Inguletz. 

7. fitavenfk, on the Dnieper. 

8. Novomorfkofk, on the Dnieper. 

9. Pavlograd, on a river falling into the Dnieper. 

iq. Mariupal, on a river near the fea of Azof. _ 

11. Bakhmuh, on the river ol that name, falling into the Donetz. 

12. Donetzk,on the river Donetz, _ 

13* Conftantinograd, on the Orel* falling into the Dnieper* 

14. Atexopolfk, on the fame river. 

Province of Taurida, or Crim Tartary. 

This fertile peninfula, the great mart of commerce in the Black.Sea, v/as colonized 
for the purpoies of trade by the Greeks, Romans, Genoefe, occupied by the Turks 
under Mahomet the Second, and governed by the Khan of the Tartars, a vaflal to the 
Porte. On the peace of Kainardi, in 1774, it was declared an independent fovereignty, 
taken* pofleffion of by Catharine 11 . on the abdication of the Khan Sahim Gerai, in 
178? and confirmed to Ruffia by the Porte in the fame year by the treaty of Con flan- 
tinople. TheEmprefs has revived feveral of the antient Greek names.—Contains 
feven diftrifts. 

1. • Levkopol, formerly Achmet-fchitt. 

s, Synpheropol, formerly Elki Krim, i. e. Old Crimea. 

3. Eupatoria, formerly Kofiof, or Gofleve. 

4. Perekop. 

Phanagoria, on the ifland of i aman. 

b. Dneprovfk, on the Dnieper. 

7. Melotopol, on the river Melotchnie. 

XXXIV .—Government of Caucafus. 

Divided into two provinces, Aftracan and Caucafus, but not yet lubdivided into 

^"fria'can was conquered from the Tattars, in 1652, by Ivan Vaflilievitch. 

Province of Caucafus will comprize the Cuban, and all that diftrid to the eaft and 
fouth, now in the pofTeffion of Ruffia, between the rivers Don and Cuban, and between 
the Cafpian and the Euxine, extending as far as the confines of Georgia, and continu¬ 
ally augmenting by the reduction and fubmiffion of J the wandering hordes of Mount 
Caucafus. 

XXXV .—Government of Saratof. 

Formerly a province of Aftracan.—Contains eleven diftricts. 

1. Saratof, on the Volga. 

2. Volffi, on the fame river. 


3. Khvalyufk, 
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3. Khvatynlk, on the fame river, 

4. Kufnetzk, on a rivulet falling into the Sura. 

5. Serdoblk, on the river Serdoba, falling into the Khoper. 

6. Perroflk, on the Medveditza. 

7. Aikar, or Atkarfk, on the river Atkara, falling into the Medreditza. 

8. Bala kef, on the river Khoper. 

9. Khoperlk, formerly Novokhoperlk, on the fame river. 

10. Kamychin, called formerly Dmitrefik, on the right fide of the Volga. 

11. Tzaritzyn, on the Volga. 

XXXVI.— Government of Ufa, 

Formerly included in the government of Orenburgh, is divided into two provinces, 
Ufa and Orenburgh. 

Province of Ufa contains nine diftrifls. 

1: Ufa, on the right fide of the Bielaia, a few verfts beneath the mouth of the river 
Ufa. 

2. Birlk, on the river Bielaia. 

3. Meniclinfk, on the river Menfel, hilling into the Ik. 

4. Bugulrn, or Bugulminfk, on the Bugulm, a rivulet falling into the Ik. 

5. Bogoroftan, on a river falling into the Samara. 

6. Belebeief, on a rivulet falling into the Diema, which flows into the Bielaia. 

7. Sterlitamak, on the fmall river Sterlia, failing into the Bielaia. 

8. Ichalyabinlk, on the river Mijap. 

9. Troitzk, on the river Uil 

Province of Orenburgh contains four diftrifls. 

1. Orenburgh, on the Ural, formerly the Yaik. 

2. Verkhouralik, on the Ural. 

3. Bufulutzk, on the Samara, near the river Bufuluk. 

4. Sergieflk, on the river Samara. 

XXXVII.— Government of Viatka, 

Formerly a province of Cafan contains thirteen diftrifls, 

r. Viatka, formerly IChlynof, on the Viatka. 

2. Slobodik, on the Viatka. 

3. Katelnich, on the Viatka. 

4. Orlof, on the Viatka. 

5. Farantk, on a rivulet falling into the Viatka. 

6. Nolinlk, on the Voia, falling into the Viatka. 

7. Glafof, on a river falling into the Viatka. 

8. Urlhum, on the Viatka. 

9. Malmych, on the fame river. 

10; Tzarevofantchurfk, on the river Kokchaia, falling into the Volga. 

11. Sarapul, on the Kama. 

12. Felabug, on the fame river. 

13. Kai, on the fame river. 
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XXXVIIL— Government cf Perm. 

Formerly a province of Cafan,—contains two provinces. 

A. Province of Perm. 13 . Province of Catharinenburgh. 

Contains eight didrifts. 

1. Penn, on the Kama, where the river Zegochckha falls into it. 

2. Solkamifk, on the final 1 river Uffolka, falling into the Kama. 

3. Tcherdyn, on the river Kolva, falling into the Viftera. 

4. Obvin, on the Kamafk, near the mouth of the Obva. 

5. OkhanIk, or Akhanlk, on the Kama. 

6 . Oil'a, on the left fhore of the Kama, where it receives the rivulet Offinka. 

7. Krafnaulimlk, on the Ufa. 

8. Kungur, on the river Sylva. 

B. Province of Catharinenburgh, or Echaterinenburgh, 

Formerly included in the government of ToboIIk.—Contains feven didrifts. 

1. Catharinenburgh, on rhe river Ilfet, not far from its origin. 

2. Schadriulk, on the left fhore of the Iflet. 

3. Dolmatof, on the left fhore of the Iflet. 

4. Kamychloffk, on the river Pychma. 

5. Irbitz, on the fmall river Irbit, falling into theNitza. 

6. Alapaieffk, on the fmall river Alapeikha, falling into theNeiva. 

7. Verkhoturie, on the Tura. 

XXXIX.'— Government ofTobolJk , 

Comprehends the weflern part of Siberia, the conqueA of which country, began by 
Yermac Timofeef in 1579, during the reign of Ivan Vaffilievitch II., was finally con¬ 
cluded before the death of Feodor Ivanovitch, in 1598. 

It is divided into the two provinces of Tobolfk and Tomfk. 

Province of Tobolfk contains ten diftrifts. 

1. Tobolfk, on the Irtyfh, oppofite to the mouth of the Tobol. 

2. Tiumen, on the Tura. 

3. Turinfk, on the Tura. 

4. Berefof, on the Soffva, falling into the Ob. 

5. Surgut, on the Oby. 

6 . Tara, on the Irtyfh. 

7. Yalutoroffk, on the Tobol, 

8 . Kurgan, on the river Kurgan. 

9. Ichimfk, on the river Ichim. 

10. Omfk, on the Irtyfh, near the mouth of the Om. 

Province of Tomfk,—contains fix diftrifts, 

1. Tomfk, on the river Tom. 

2. Kainfk, on the river Om. 

3. Narym, on the Oby, below the mouth of the Ker, 

4. Magaleia, or Turukhanfk, on the Yenifei. 


5. Yeni- 
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5. Yenifeilk, on the river Yenifei. 

6 . Atchinlk, on the river Tchulym, falling into the Ob. 

XL.— Government of Kolyvan. 

Formerly included in the government of Tobolfk.—Contains five diltrifts. 

1. Kolyvan, the new capital of this government, on the Oby, near the mouth of the 

Berda, known before the inftitution of this government under the name of 

Berdjkoi OJlrog . 

2. Semipalat, on the Irtylh. t . . 

3. Biilk, on the river Bi, or Biia, which, by uniting with the Katuma, torms the 

river Oby. 

4. Kufnezk, on the river Tom, oppofite to the mouth of the Kondoma. 

5. Krafi'noiarlk, on the river Yenifei, where it receives the Katcha. 


XLI.— Government of Irkutzk. 

The larged and Iealt peopled government in Ruflia, comprifes all the eafiem part 
of Siberia, from the Northern Ocean to the frontiers of Chinefe 1 artary, and from the 
boundaries of the government of Tobollk totheEaflern Ocean. This large territoiy 
was gradually conquered and appropriated by the Ruffians in their defultory excurfions 
from Tobollk. 

It is divided into the four provinces of I rkutzk, Nertlhinlk, Yakutlk, and Okotzk. 

Province of Irkutzk contains four diltrifts. 

1. Irkutzk, on the Angara, oppofite to the mouth of the river Irkut. 

2. Kirenlk, on the Lena, above the mouth of the Kirenga. 

3. Nilhnie-Udinfe, on the river Uda, falling into the Upper Tungulka. 

4. Verflinei-Vedinlk, on the river Vecla, falling into the Selenga. 

Province of Nertlhinlk contains four diftrifts. 

St Nertlhinlk, on the Nertcha, falling into the Schilka. 

2. Doroninlk, on the lngoda. _ _ 

3. Bargufmlk, on the river Bargufin, falling into the lake Baikal. 

4. Stretinlk, on the Schilka. 

Province of Yakutlk contains five diftrifts. 

1. Yakutlk, on the Lena. 

2. Olekminfk, on the Lena, feveral verlls above the mouth of the Olekma. 

3. Olenlk, a town to be erected on the river Olenek. 

4. Schiganlk, on the Lena, about eight hundred verfts from Yakuzk. 

5. Sachiverlk, on the Indigirka. 

Province of Okotzk contains four d ill rifts. 

1. Okotzk, on the mouth of the Okota, falling into a bay of the Eaftern Ocean. 

2. Ichiginlk, on the mouth of the river Ichigina, falling into the bay of Penlhina. 

3. Aklanlk, on the fmall river Aklan, falling into the river Tenlhma. ' 

4. Nffiinie-Kamtchatka, on the river Kamtchatka, about thirty verlls from its 

mouth. 
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SINCE this volume was printed, the Reverend Mr. Smlrnove, chaplain to the Ruf¬ 
fian legation in London, has publifhed a Survey of the Ruffian Empire ; which enume¬ 
rates the governments as in 1792, and differs in a few inttances from the geographical 
divifions formed in 1782 and 1785, which are given in this volume. 

The Ruffian empire is divided into 

I. The Northern Region. 

II. The Middle Region. 

III. The Southern Region. 


I. The Northern Region contains the fol¬ 
lowing-Governments : 

1. St. Peterfburg. 

2. Archangel. 

3. Olonetz. 

4. Vyborg, or Wyburgh. 

5. Revel. 

6. Riga. 

7. Pfcov. 

8 . Tver. 

9. Novogorod. 

10. Vologda. 

11. Y aroflavl. 

12. Koftroma, 

13. Viatka. \ 

14. Pirme. 

15. Tobollk, 

II, The Middle Region contains: 

1 5 . Mufcov. 

17. Smolenik, 

18. Polotlk. 

19. Moghilev. 

20. Tichernigov. 

21. Novgorod Sieverikoi. 

22. Kharkov. 


23. Kourlk. 

24. Orel. 

25. Kalouga. 

2 6 . Toola. 

27. Riazane. 

28. Vladimir. 

29. Nizney Novgorod, 

30. Kazane. 

31. Sinbirfk, 

32. Penza. 

33. Tambov. 

34. Voronez. 

35. Saratov. 

36. Oufa. 

The hordes of Kirghis kaifacks. 

37. Kolbyvane. 

38. Irkoutlk. 

The KouriHkie iflands. 

The Aleouiifltie iflands. 

III. The Southern Region contains: 

39. Kiev. 

40. Ekatherinoflav. 

41. The province of Tavrida. 

42. Habitations of the Don Kozaks. 

43. The government of Caucafus. 


Many of the new territorial acquifitions made by Catharine the Second, were not 
formed into regular governments at her death. Thefe acquifitions confifted of the 
diftrift of Otchakof, tho/e parts of Poland which were diimembered by Ruffia 1793 
and 1795, and Courland. 

Paul made fome alterations in the governments, and particularly changed the name 
of Ekatherinoflav into New Ruffia, from antipathy to his‘mother. He iikewife made 
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feverat changes In the laws and adminiftration, which have been fince abrogated by the 
prefent Emperor, and the whole empire is again modelled according to the ordinances 
of Catharine, 

No. V .—Anecdotes of Prince Potemkin* 

I AVAIL myfelf of this new edition, to give fome anecdotes of this extraordinary 
man, who governed Ruffia with no lefs defporic authority than Mentchikof or Biron. 
Thele anecdotes I collected in the courfe of my travels in Ruffia; but withheld them 
from the public during the lives of the Emprefs and Potemkin. 

Gregory Ajlexandrovitch Potemkin was defeended from an ancient and 
noble family, feated in the province of Smolenfko ; at an early period he entered into 
the army, and, at the revolution, diftmguifbed himfelf among the partisans of the 
Emprefs. He fignalized himfelf under Marshal Romanzof, in his campaign againft 
the Turks, and was deputed by Count Peter Panin to deliver the keys of Bender to 
the Emprefs, w hen it capitulated to the Ruffians in 1770- Before this period, Po¬ 
temkin affected a violent paffion for the Emprefs, and in the private audience, when he 
pro fen ted the keys, made a declaration of his attachment with fuch warm exprefiioiis 
and wild geftures, as feemed to indicate that love had deranged his intellects. Catha¬ 
rine, at this time fafeinated by Orlof, was not touched by thefe marks of paffion, though 
fhe overlooked and forgave them yet they operated to his advantage, when Potemkin 
was afterwards introduced as a favourite by Alexey Orlof, after the difmifhon of his 
brother, with a view to counteract the cabals of Panin and Romanzof, Potemkin 
continued to occupy that polt only fifteen months. He received the ulnal order to ab- 
fent himfelf from court; but foon afterwards contrived £0 regam his political influence, 
though lie was compelled to yield £0 anew favourite. 

From that period he maintained an afcendancy over the councils of the Emprefs, 
and at his will introduced and difmiffed the fucceffive favourites. During the favour 
of Count Panin, the power of Potemkin was counterbalanced by his influence, but, on 
his difgrace, rofe fuperior to all eoiitroul. 

He was perfectly acquainted with the temper and diTpofition of the Emprefs.. In 
his mtercourfe, he affected £0 indulge a great fpirit of independence, returned only la¬ 
conic anfwers to pages written with her own hand, and governed her, no lels by re- 
jnonftrating againft her weakneffes, ihajL by adminiftering to her paflions. He gave a 
flriking proof of this fpirit on the death of Lanfkoi. The Emprefs was lo afledted with 
the lofs of this favourite, that fhefunk, like Elizabeth on the death of Eftex, into a ftate 
of despondency. She ffiut herfelf up in her apartment, admitted fcarcely any one into 
her prefence but the filter of Lanfkoi, and fed her melancholy, by vifiting the tomb 
which fhe had erefted to his memory. All bufinefs was lufpended. At this crifis Po¬ 
temkin arrived from the Crimea, and remonftrated againft her weakuefs in fuch ftrong 
terms, that fhe burft into tears., and complained to Lanfkoi’s filler of his harfh and un¬ 
feeling condufk His importunities, however, finally prevailed ; and one evening die 
fuddenly qui£ d Zarikoe Zelo, and Repaired to the capital, where her grief gradually 
fubftded Catharine never forgot Potemkinas ffanknels; fhe frequently declined her 
obligations to him, who done ventured to roufe herefrom her defpondency; loaded 
him with higher honours, and repofed in him additional confidence. 

His honours, titles, and employments exceeded in number and diftintlion thole ever 
before pofFeffed by a fubjeft: to enumerate them would occupy no lefs than two or 
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three pages; I fliali therefore confine myfelfto his principal diftmftioris, He was dig¬ 
nified with all the Ruffian orders of knighthood, and the principal orders of Pruflia, 
Sweden, and Poland. He was field-mar/hal, commander in chief, and infpe&or-rgafe- 
ral of all the Ruffian forces, colonel of the Preabafhinfld guards, and of three regiments 
of cuiraffiers, grenadiers, and dragoons, and prefident of the college of war. He was 
grand admiral of the Engine and CaTpian, grand hetman of the Cofiacs, and governor- 
general of the provinces of Ekatheriuefiaf and Taurida. He was alio created a Prince of 
the German empire. 

His revenues were adequate to his dignities. He received during his time of favour 
large eft a tes, and 9,000,000 roubles in money; he was lord over forty tfaoufand pea- 
fants in Polifli Ruftia, and fivethoufand in Ruftia ; he had a penfiou of 75,000 roubles, 
and 30,000 for bistable. Being confiderably in debt by Ioffes at play, he took an ad¬ 
vance of his penfion for ten years ; but was gratified by the Emprefs with the continuance 
of his felary. 

Yet this unparalleled income was not adequate to his unbounded ex peaces. During 
his campaigns, his march was confhmly preceded by an Engliffi gardener, and fix hun¬ 
dred helpers ; they formed a garden in our ftyle, in the environs of the fpot where the 
tent of the Prince was pitched, even if he continued only a day. Walks of fanti or 
gravel were laid out, and decorated with borders of flowers; trees and flmibs of all 
forts and fizes were tranfpknted, and ornamental buildings imitated by temporary 
wooden ftructures ; if his flay was protracted the withered trees were removed, and re- 
plenifhed with frefh plantations. If the adjacent country produced no wood, ihrubs 
and limbs of foreft trees were conveyed from a confiderable ddtance. He purchafed 
an enormous quantity of diamonds, with which he not only ornamented his drefs, but 
frequently amufed himfelf with arranging them in various figures, and toiling them 
with a childifli farisfaffion from one hand to the other. He laviflied immenfe fums on 
his numerous miftrefles, and expended flail more in buildings which he never inhabited* 
or never ufed but for the purpofe of giving magnificent fetes. 

One of thefe galas, which he gave on his return from the eonqueft of Crim Tartary, 
in his Taurian palace, is minutely deferibed in a foreign publication, which is copied 
verbatim by the French biographer of Catharine the Second, and literally tranflated in 
theEnglifh verfion The description of this fete feems to realife the extravagancies of 
an Oriental tale. 

To fupply thefe expences, and gratify his paffion for amaffing riches, he drew upon 
the treafury for fums £0 an unlimited amount; and none of his drafts were ever re¬ 
jected* 

He died at the clofe of the fuccefsful campaign again ft the Turks, and during the 
negotiations for peace. He had been fame time (lightly indifpofed, and prefaged his 
approaching death* At the congrefs of Yafly, he was attacked by an epidemical dis¬ 
temper, which he encreafed by £very fpecies of excefs and intemperance; in his jour¬ 
ney from Yafiy to Nicolaief, his fever rofe to a crifis, he was feized with a violent cholic, 
alighted from his carriage, and throwing himfelf on the ground, expired io convulfions. 
The Emprefs was at firfl much afFedted with his death ; but foon recovered, and feemed 
pleafed with her emancipation from his influence. 

Potemkin was clumfy in his perfon, but of Herculean fize and ftrength. A defect 
in his eye rendered his countenance lowering and forbidding ; and his fir (l addrefs was 

* AInranacli hiflorique et genealogique de Berlin pour 1’an nee 1790. Camera’s Vie de Catharine II. 
sndTooke’s Life of Catharine II. 
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not only aukivard and embarraffedi but even timid and diilanr. In mixed companies 
and with ftrancers. he was filent and referved ; but with thofe with whom he was inti¬ 
mate, he was aflable, cheerful, and indulged himfelf in mimicry and farcaftic raillery, 
in which he excelled. In routs, balls, and large fodeties, he was frequently feen 
Handing ifolated from the company, abforbed in Thought; the involuntary geftures 
of his body, marked the reftlefsnefs of his difpofition, and the agitation of his 
mind, which feemed labouring with vaft projects. In fa& he was fatiated with plea- 
fures, and miferable becaufe he had no enjoyment left to deft re, and every thing to 
apprehend. 

He was not fatisfied with his high honours and exalted ftation; but was perpetually 
forming fchemes of diftin&ion and aggrandifement. He was felicitous to obtain the 
order of the garter, and felt extremely difappointed that his application did not fucceed. 
Through bis influence, however, a treaty was negotiated between Great Britain and 
Ruffia, by which Minorca was to be ceded to the Emprels; and the whole artillery 
and ft ores, which were worth near a million fterling, were to be yielded as a gratifi¬ 
cation to Prince Potemkin. In return, the Emprels was to fend feveral fliips of the 
line to the afliftance of England. This negotiation was interrupted by the capture of 
Minorca. At one time he a/'; t ed, at the mitigation of the court of VerlaiHes, to be 
Hofpodar of Moldavia and Wailachia; at another, by the fuggeftions of the King 
of Pruflia, to become Duke of Courland; and by the Houle of Auftria, he was per- 
fuaded to afpire to the throne of Poland. All thefe fchemes, rapidly fucceeding each 
other, kept him in a continual Hate of reftlefs agitation. 

He was extremely attached to religious ceremonies, particularly to the pomp of 
the Greek church, and was well verfed in ecclefiaftical matters. Whenever dilcon- 
tented with the court, or vexed with the cabals again ft him, he exprdfed an intention 
to retire, and affefted an inclination to become a monk. 

The room in which he received company was next to his bed-chamber, contained a 
billiard table, and was ufually crowded by perfons of all ranks and nations. I have 
feen ar the fame time the principal minifters and generals, noblemen of the higheft 
diftinftion, artifts, and mechanics} Englilh, French, Germans, Swedes, Danes, Per- 
fians, Georgians, Turks, Calmucs, and Tartars. Chefs-boards and back-gammon 
tables were Scattered about the room, and the company engaged in different games, 
as their fancy fuggefted. He ufually dined at three, then retired into his bed-chamber, 
to take his afternoon nap, and when he awoke, made his appearance in this room 
where the company was affembled, fometimes full dreffed, at other times in his robe 
de chambre, and flippers, and ocqafionaliy even without {lockings. He amufed him¬ 
felf by overlooking thofe who were playing, or in talking with the company, principally 
with foreigners or artifts. 

He treated the Ruflian nobles with great haughtinefs ; but was attentive and even 
affable to foreigners, when his firft refer ve was worn off. In his own bo lifehold he 
was kind to his^fervants, and would not fuffer them to be beaten, according to the 
cultom of the country, though he was aware that he was the worfe ferved for this mild 

treatment. t „ . . . . 

He was Angularly voracious, as well as capricious m his appetite. Betides nis ulual 
meals, in which he devoured jadifcriminately the moll common as well as the moil 
coftly difhes, he was continually eating fmall pates and bifeuirs, oi which he had a con- 
ftant liipply placed even at his Sed-lide. 

Dining one day at Baron Sutherland’s, court banker, and a member of the Englifh 
factory, he was fo much pleafed with a round of beef, that he defired the remainder, 
J with 
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with the pewter dilh, and carving knife and fork, might be fent to his apartments hi 
the palace. It was regularly ferved at his table, and placed on a fide-board in the anti- 
chamber, until it was eaten. The Prince applied to it himfelf feveral limes in the courfe 
of the day, and prefled thofe who vifited him to partake of the Fnglifh fare. 

lie was by nature and habit extrenn-ly indolent, and often neglected the moll im¬ 
portant buftnefs; but when roufed to exertion, his activity was as remarkable as his 
fupinenefs. He fometimes ftarted from his luxurious life at Peteifburgh, and, with 
fcarcely a moment’s notice, travelled like a courier, night and day, in a common 
kibitka; in thefe journies he adopted fhe food of the Ruffian peafants, particularly the 
black bread, garlic, and falted cucumbers, until he reached the place of his deili nation, 
when he re-aflumed his cuftomary mode of living. 

He was fond of wild and expenfive fchemes, and was always furrounded with pro¬ 
jectors, who continually duped and deceived him. 

A proof of his Angular and whiinfical difpofition in the conduct of the moll important 
affairs, was communicated by a perfon prefent at the following fcene. Sitting after 
dinner at Karakrim, or Old Crim, in company with feveral gentlemen, both Ruffians 
and EnglHh, Potemkin faid, “ let us ballot for the capital of Crim Tartary ” Taking 
up a rofe, he laid a leaf in one place, and a fecond in another, exclaiming “ let this 
be for At hmetfchit, and that for Batcheferai; let every one pur a leaf near that to 
which he gives the preference, without alleging a real'011.” All did fo, and the Prince, 
counting the leaves, found the majority for Achmetfchit, and he faid, “ let Achmet- 
fchit be the capital,” and it became the capital. 

He warmly encouraged commerce and manufactures, was the great patron of learn¬ 
ing, and particularly promoted Greek literature. He poffeffed a quick comprehenfion, 
and furprifing memory ; his knowledge of books was general, though fuperficial *, his 
reading was principally confined to the French belles lettres, and tranflations of the 
clalfics, particularly Plutarch, and to Ruffian authors on religious ceremonies ; but the 
information which he drew from perfons of eminence in every profeffion was pr odi¬ 
gious. 

A well-drawn character of this extraordinary man, by M. de Segua, French ambaf- 
fador at Peterfburgh, is given in Caltera’s Vie de Catherine II. ill edition, and ia 
Tooke’s tranilation, vol. iii. p, 326. 
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Chap. XIII. — Account of Peter III. — Appointed Great-Duke by Elizabeth.—Efpcufa the 
Princefs of Anhalt Zerbjf. — Difcontaited.—Rcfides at Oranienbaum.—Conjlrufh a 
Fortrefs.—Difcipiines the Garrifon.—Intrigues to exclude him from the Sticcffm. — De¬ 
feated.—Death of Elizabeth.—Acceffton of Peter—His Rage for Reformation.—Irritates 
the Clergy, Army, and Nobles.—Entbufiajlic Admiration of the King of Pruffta-- Incon- 
fftent Behaviour to his Confart Catherine.—Pier great Abilities, prudent Condufl, and 
Popularity.—In Danger of being arrefied ,— Heads a Party.—Meetings of the Infur - 
gents.—Infatuation of Peter.—Catherine efcapes from Peterhof.—Harangues the Guards. 
—Afcends the Throne.—Her Manifefto.— Advances againft the Emperor.—His Arrival 
at Peterhof.—Defpondency ,and IrrefoluUon.—Bads to Cronjladt, -Is refufed Admit¬ 
tance.—Retires to Oranienbaum.—Reftgns himfeif into the Hands of the Emprefs. -Signs 
his Abdication, is conveyed a Prifoner to Robfcha, and dies.—His Body laid in State and 
interred.—-Lenity of the Emprefs to his Adherents. 

THE revolution of 1741 placed Elizabeth, daughter of Peter the Great, on the 
the throne of Rufiia. In ibe following year the Emprefs nominated Charles Peter 
Ulric, fon of Charles Frederic Duke of Holffein Gottorp, by Anne, her filler, fuc- 
ceffor to the crown. Having embraced the Greek religion, he was appointed Great- 
Duke of Ruflia, with the accultomed formalities, and affumed file name of Peter 
Eeodorovitch. In 1745 he efpoufed Sophia Augufta, daughter of Chriftian Attgu flits. 
Prince of Anhalt Zerbft, who, being re-baptized according the rites of the Greek 
chutch, was called Catharine Aiexiefna. She was born* in 1729, and was fixteen 
years of age at the time of her marriage. Their only iflue were the Great-Duke Paul, 
born 1754 ; and Anne, who was born in 1757, and died in 1761. 

During the firft years of their marriage the mod perfect union fubfifled between them, 
-which was at length fucceeded by mutual averfion arid difguft. Peter, whofe mind 
was warped by a bad education, and who was purpofely eflranged from political affairs, 
was held by Elizabeth in a Hate of dependence 1 a prey, to idlenefs, and without the 
power of amufing himfeif with rational occupations of literature, he devoted himfeif to 
the mod trifling purfuits, or to the lowed gratifications. He was perpetually heftt 
with pies, who made unfavourable reports of his conduct to the Empiefs, ever iufpi- 
cious of his intentions, and condantly alarmed with the dread of a revolution fim-iar to 
that which had placed her upon the throne f. At Peterlnurgh he had apartm. s in 
the impend palace, and lived more in thellyle of a Hate priloner, than of a fuect (fol¬ 
io the crown. When the Emprefs removed to Peterhof, he refided at his favourite 
palace of Oranienbaum j where he amufed himfeif in training his fervants to military 
exercifes. The Emprefs, confidering this employment as likely to draw his attention 

* Catharine «a« torn at Stettin, where her father, who was in the Pniffian fervicc, redded as governor, 
and was educated b great altei.tiou tinder the care of her mother, who was daughter ot L liriilian 
Auguftus Prince Eifltop of L- ' ck. A lady who knew her before her marriage, dAcnbrd her to me 
as extremely beautiful, ace- nplilhed, and amiable, and added, that fti* exprtfTed great repugnance t« go 
into Ruffia ; lh- even Irtnft into tears, and declared that fhe would rather marry a Count in Germa. 

the Great Duke. , _ ,. ,. , r , . , 

f The horrora of mind which Elizabeth fufiered from apprehenhors of this knv. are K- 
dited* H-d I not icctived the following anecdote from the bdV uLhority 1 fiiould no 1 
conftaut wathes and guards about her apartment a perfon, who was originally a i ^ 
repofed the mofl perfe£l confidence, uiuaUv remained at the foot of her bed wlidr f.i 
jiied this extraordinary pofl two-and-twemy years* and at her death was gratified 
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from political intrigues, ordered a corps of foldiers to be draughted from feveral tegu¬ 
ments, and to be; quartered at Oramenbaum under his command* 

Peter, ardent in purfuit of his new occupation, formed in the garden a fort refs m 
miniature, a few feet fquare, from which he ftudied practical fortification. Pleafed 
with this firit effayv he caufed a larger and more regular fortrefe to be conftrufted near 
the palace: within was a brick building, called the governor’s houfe, wooden Imbita- 
rations for the principal officers, and barracks capable of containing fifteen hundred 
foldiers; Every thing wore a martial appearance * : the hours of morning and even¬ 
ing parade were marked by the firing of cannon, a regular guard was ftatfoned, the 
troops were drefled in the German uniform, and taught, under his direftion, the Prut 
fian exerafe. This houfe in the fortrefs was the principal feene of his convivial enter¬ 
tainments j there, when not employed in exercifmg his troops, or iffuing military or¬ 
ders, he paffed his lime in drinking and fmoking with the officers, and generally pufhed 
the pleafures of the table to an excefs of intoxication* 

impatient of conftramt, he occafionaUy broke into open and bitter invectives againfl 
the Emprefs - 7 he often declared that he was called into Rnffia to be confined like a ftate 
prifoner, frequently expreffed a defire to return into Holftein, and founded his only 
hopes of comfort on the death of Elizabeth. Thefe expreffions, always carried to the 
Emprefs, and either wantonly exaggerated, or malignantly interpreted, made fuch an 
impreffion on that Princefs, that (he was nearly induced, by the Chancellor Beftuchef, 
to exclude him from the fucceffion, and declare Paul her heir, and Catharine regent, 
in cafe of a minority. Beftuchef reprefented to the Emprefs, that Peter had proved 
htmfelf unworthy of the crown, by openly expreffing contempt for the Ruffians, and 
placing his whole confidence in foreigners ; that he was guilty of the bafeft ingratitude 
to her, and that file would confer a fignal fervice on her fubjefls, by excluding a perfon 
fo difqualified For direfling the reins of empire* Elizabeth, won by thefe arguments, 
and alarmed with the apprehenfions of a confpiracy faia to be forming againfi her per- 
fon, almofl confented to the propofal; but, on deliberate refiedlion, perfevered in her 
former appointment of Peter, and Befluchef f was difgraced* Such was the flotation 
of the court, when Elizabeth died on the 25th of December 1761. 

Peter 

* It is fmgular to ohferve the conformity in the manners, figure, and pursuits of the Emperor and Ida 
fon Paul* The lively portrait which Rulhiere drew of Peter, equally refembled Paul. ** Unc Forte de 
manie mill Lure fe rep and a it fur to ate fa vk ; fa figure naturelkment ridicule, le d even a it be an coup plus 
fous un fiabillement ou il avail outre la m ant ere Pruffienne. Lea gu St res qn’il port a it toujours e to rent ii 
ferrees quklles lur o talent le mguvement des genoux, et Pobligeaient a s’afieolr et a marcher tout d’unc 
piece* Un valle chapeau bizarrement retroufie, couvrant un petit vifage laid et matin, dune phyfiugnomic 
afiez vive ; il fe plaifait a fe defigtirer encore pnrde perpetnelles grimaces, dont it a'eiait fail un amufemertt* 
Son efprit n'etait cependant fans qnelque vtvacite, et on reconnaifat en Ini un talent affez marque pour h 
bouffonnerk.”. Rnlliiere Anecdotes fur la Revolution de Ruffie, p. iS, ig 
+ Of all the principal nobles difgraced by Elizabeth, DtftucheFalone was not recalled to court by Peter; 
a flrong proof ofhis intrigues againfl: that Prince, who, with all his weak, nek, was of a Lemper exceedingly 
humane and forgiving. He wa^ recalled at the acceflion of Catharine 

It appears from fome of Mr. Keith’s dispatches to Lord Holderdefie, that Rdlucbcf whs difgraced by 
the intrigues of the French party, and that he was fufpe£ted of caballing in favour of the Great^Duchefs. 
Two extracts from thefe difpatches will ferve to ihevv her melancholy fituation, and the prevalence of thefe 
fufp ciona. 

*« The poor Grand-Duchek is fiilt in diftrefs; but it is thought a reconciliation, an apparent one at 
lead, ml\ fooit be brought about between the Emprefs and her; and as a forerunner of it. Count Peter 
Schuwallow allured her the other day* from Her Majefty, that nothing fevere (hould happen to any of 
the prlfoners. I believe this Is true, as I know, by another channel, that the Emprefs does not intend to 
confifcate the Chancellor’s eilatc, and it is even fald, that Her Majefty is uneafy about what has already 
happened to him* as nothing of consequence has yet appeared againll him. 

** Count 
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Peter affirmed the reins of government v.iffr all the joy of a perfon enlarged from a 
long confinement; he releafed the principal ftate prilonors, particularly Biron, Duke of 
Courland, Marlhal Munich ** and Leftof f ; and in all Hare affairs conducted himfdf 
on political principles diametrically oppofite To thofeof the hue Emprefe. 

Elizabeth, at the time of her deceafe* was, in con junction with the courts of Vienna 
and Paris, engaged in a war with the King of Pruffia, which promifed a fpeedy and 
glorious termination. The refources of Frederick were nearly exhaufted > and, non 
withftanding his vigorous and fuccefsful oppo.fi tion, he feemed on the point of being 
overwhelmed by the number and perfeverance of his enemies. But Peter no fooner 
afeended the throne, than, facrificing every other confidtiration to his extravagant 
enthufiaftn for the character of the Pruffian monarch, he difpatched tv;* envoy to Berlin, 
to propofe an immediate reconciliation, to which Frederic acceded, and a fuf pen lion ot 
hoftili ties'was foon concluded* Peter recalled his troops from the Aufirian army, and 
in a fliort interval fent a reinforcement of twenty thoufand men to his favourite hero* 
Thus, within the fpace only of a few months, Ruffian forces joined the Pruffian army, 
in order to drive from Silefia thole very Aultrians who had^been brought into that 
province by the Ruffian arms. 

Having gratified his inclination without confulting his allies, or the honour of Ins 
empire, he aimed at recovering his paternal inheritance, the duchy of Slefvick ; and did 
not hefitate to involve his fubjedls in an expenfive war with Denmark, on account of 
claims confidered by many as ill-founded and chimerical. Peter, as Duke of Holltein, 
formed pretentions to that duchy, although ceded by a treaty in 1732 : and at the ecu- 
chifion of the peace with the King of Prufila, ordered an army to march into Holftein, 
which he purppfed to command in perfon. 

With refpedt to the interior adminifl ration of affairs* the Emperor turned his at ten- 


« Count Ponlatovviki is involved in the late intrigues, and it is thought he will not remain long at this 
court. Peteriburgh, March 175S. Private and Secret.” 

As to the Great-Duchefs, file has been all along in great diflrefs; ill with the Emprefs, and ft ill worfc 
with the Grand-Duke, file received the other day a very feiifible mortification j one of her favourite bed¬ 
chamber women having been taken from her, and put under arrell. This* as 1 hear, occafioned an in¬ 
terview between the Emprefrtftd lire Du chefs about four days ago, in which, after fo me ilia rp reproofs 
on one fide, and warm expoftulatious on the other, Her Imperial Higbnefa fill at the Empress feet, and 
told her that fmee fhe had been fo unfortunate as to incur Pier Majcfiy’s difpleafure, though innocently, 
and had thereby drawn upon herfelf fo many, and Inch fcnfible mortifications, as. Joined to family quar¬ 
rels, made her life a burthen to her, file had but one favour to afk her, namely, that Her Majdty would 
allow her to retire out of Rtifiia, and to pa fa the rvil of her time with her mot her, afFuring the Emprefs, 
at the fame time, that if Her Majefty fiiould think it for the intereft of her empire, that the Great-Duke 
{hould take another wife, neither fire nor any of her family would make the fmalleft objection to it. The 
Emprefs, they fay was greatly seeded with this difeourfe, and talked with much more foftnefs than be¬ 
fore to the Grand*Duchefs, entering into feveral particulars with a greater air of Itiudnefs than file had 
done for a long while pall: and when in the converfatioit Her Imperial Highnefs was beginning to touch 
upon feme things relating to the Grand-Duke’s uukmdnefs, (who was p refen t all the while) the Emprefs 
made her a fign to hold her tongue, and in a low voice told her, that fhe muft have another converfalton 
with her alone, and that it fiiould he very foon. It was thought Wednefday fa ft was the day appointed 
for it, as Her Majefty, whofe heart is at bottom both good and tender, was to take the facrament the 
nest day. It is hoped a reconciliation may have been the eonfequence of that meeting; and certainly the 
generality of people wifh it very lincerely, the Great-Duchefs having many friends among thofe of the firft 
rank. St. Peterfburgh, April 7/28, 17^8, Secret.” 

& For an account of Biron, fee book v. c. lk. and of Marfhal Munich the ne&t chapter. 

-j- Left of was a furgeon ; by birth a German ; be was a parti fan of Elizabeth, and affifted her in plan¬ 
ning the revolution of 1742. But that ungrateful Pvinccfa forgot this favour; and, becaufe Leftof be¬ 
came haughty and impertinent, banifhed and detained him in prifcm until fhe died. 

YQL. VI. 5 ? ^ on 
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tion to reform his kingdom ; and envy mull allow, that, not with (landing his precioi 
fancy and imprudence, Raffia dates feveral ufeful alterations from his fbort reitm 
Peter annulled the fecret council or inquffition * of (late; abohTbed many oppreffive 
prerogatives, formed a plan for correXing the abufes in the courts of judicature and 
lor introducing a lefs corrupt.fyftem of jurifprudence. He freed the nobles froin’their 
obligation of ierving in the army, and permitted them to travel into foreign countries 
vvnieh before depended on the arbitrary will of the fovereigru 
Huring the firft fix weeks of his reign, Peter propoled fo many beneficial regulations 
and made fo many judicious reflexions, that thole who had formed a mean idea of his 
capacity, conceived themlelves miftaken ; and imagined, that, during the reign of 
Elizabeth, he had, from motives of policy, affeXed a deficiency of underftanding His 
(ubfequent conduX, however, fully proved that he was (till the fame weak and impru¬ 
dent prince; that lie could only adopt the fchemes fuggefled by others, but did not 
poflels abilities fufficient to carry them into execution ; that he had all the rage of 
reformation, without the judgment neceflary for a reformer. Thefe fakrtary remiia 
tions; were accompanied with others that were trifling, forne that were detrimental 
and feveral, which, although in t hem/el ves ufefuJ, yet being contrary ro {he cuftoms and 
genius ot his people, were iniprudenrly pi opofed in the connnencement of his reign 
He irritated the clergy by fecularizing the effaces of the mon aft cries, and afMhe- 
penfions far inferior in value to incomes of the ecclefiaftics before this alteration • bv 
forbidding the admiflion of novices into convents before the age of thirty, and by oi 
denng many painted images of faints to be removed from the churches. He bamfhed 
the Archbifhop of Novogorod, for refuting to confent to thefe ordinances ; but findimr 
tins aft of arbitrary power attended w ith general difeontent, he was obliged to recall 
him._ Being himfelf educated in the Lutheran church, he had embraced the Greek 
religion with a view of fucceeding to the throne; bur he was no looner in poffeftlon 
t.ian he imprudently difplayed his contempt of many rites and ceremonies,''regarded 
by Ins fuhjeds with profound reverence. He built a Lutheran chapel in the fortrefs 
of Oramenbaum, was prefent at the dedication, and diftribmed with his own hand 
books of hymns to the German foldiers. This circum/tance might have palled un 
noticed, had he not been abfent at the confecration of a Ruffian church in the fame 

ipI2lC0* 

lie offended the army by his preference of the Holftein troops, by introducing the 
Piufnan dilciphne, and appointing new uniforms to feveral regiments. He particu¬ 
larly gave umbrage to the guards, accuftomed to refide in the capital, by ordering 

•S°mbled mentS t0 mai ‘ Ch iBt0 Pomerania » wIlere the ^my againlt Denmark w| 

He affronted the nobility by appointing his uncle Prince George of Holftein gene- 
rahfiimo of the forces, and by the fuperior confidence which he placed in foreigners, 

T *?• geD r r - 1 ° dl T by the public contcm pt he expreffed for the Ruffian 
na i , or their religion and manners. Lie raffed great dilcomenfs, as well by en¬ 
gaging in the war with Denmark, a war which Teemed totally unconnefted with the 
mterefts Ox the empire, as by his boundlefs admiration of the Great Frederick, with 

if* f«te _; C qdfuion was Invented by Alexey Micbael<**ch ; it confined of a W QOt L ittK of 
confidential perton®, appointed to ,udge criminals fufpefted of Ibidi tieafon Puffin, nf f j 

fexeswere liable to be arretted upon itie ffigliteft fufmrion, 1\ \ 

There vm a ea-ch-word^Slovo i deW Words and deeda -’* SlTif, 7^ ma,!ner ;i 

another, was -fufficient oaufe-for bis bring*i mme diately qppreh JSd, knt tolLffcm co'f 


'whom 
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whom Ruflia had been fo lately and fo long in a ftate of hoftility. During the life 
of Elizabeth, he exprefled his concern to one of the foreign minifters, that the Emprefs 
had invited him to Ruflia : “ If,” added he, ** I had remained Duke of Holftein, l 
fhould now have commanded a regiment in the Prufllan fervice, and have the honour 
of ferving perfonally fo great a monarch ; an honour which 1 efteem far fuperior to 
that of being Great-Duke.” After his acceflion, he ufed publicly to call him majler. 
Talking with one of his favourites upon this topic, he faid, “ You know L have been 
a faithful fervant to my majler ; for you remember that I tranfmitted to him intelligence 
of all the fecrets of the cabinet.* 1 And as the perfon, t.o whom this difcourfe was ad- 
drefied, hefitated making a reply ; “ What are you afraid of?” returned the Emperor, 
** the old woman is not now alive, and cannot fend you into Siberia.” He generally 
wore a Prufiian uniform ; exprefled the utmoft fatisfactioo at the formality of being 
appointed an officer in the King's fervice ; and when he fent his minifter to Berlin to 
negotiate a mutual alliance, gave him fecret inftrufttons to be careful that no perfon 
fhould be promoted above him in the Pruflian army. On receiving the patent which 
conferred upon him the rank of lieutenant-general in that fervice, he drefled himfelf in 
his new uniform, ordered a general difcharge of the cannon in the fortrefs of Oranien- 
baum, gave a magnificent entertainment in honour of his promotion, and drank his 
majler 5 s health until he became quite intoxicated 

During his Ihort reign he maintained a conftant correfpondence with the King of 
Pruffia, and always received from him the molt falutary advice. That able monarch 
earneftly difiuaded him from the Danifli war ; but finding him obltinately determined, 
advifed him to be firft crowned at Mofcowwith the ufual folemnities, and, when he march¬ 
ed to Holftein, to carry in his train all the foreign minifters, and fuch of the Ruffian nobles 
as were fufpefted of difaffeftion. • Frederick alfo cautioned him againft alienating the 
lands of the monafteries, and interfering with the drefs of the clergy, and particularly 
recommended a due attention to his confort. Indeed, the King, whole penetration is 
equal to his valour, forefaw the confequences which were likely to refult from the 
Emperor’s - imprudent conduct, and ordered his ambaflador at Peterlburgh to fhow 
every mark of refpeft to the Emprels. 

Had the advice of the King of Pruffia been adopted, Peter might have avoided his 
unhappy deftiny ; but it was the character of that mifguided Prince to purfue with un¬ 
remitted obftinacy what he had once refolved. Though his plans of reformation were, 
in many refpefts, highly falutary ; yet the precipitancy with which he endeavoured to 
carry them into execution, and his impolitic defiance of popular prejudices, deftroyed 
the affeftion of his lubjefts, fomented the intrigues of the oppofite party, and terminated 
in his dethronement. 

In no light did the inconfiftency of his charafter manifeft itfelf more ftrongly, than 
in his behaviour to his confort. During the reign of Elizabeth, Catharine employed 
her hours of Jeifure in a courfe of affiduous ftudy, and particularly applied herfelf to 
thofe authors who were molt eminent for political knowledge: born with fuperior 
abilities, Ihe improved them by a conftant habit of reflection, and paid an unremitting 
attention to the cultivation of her mind. Her mild and infinuating mariners, her 
engaging addrel's, the graces of her perfon, her unwearied affiduities, and a perpetual 

* Lord Buckinghamfhire, in a private letter to Lord Hardwicke, thus accounts for the predilection of 
Peter in favour of the King of Pruffia : “ Peter 1II was, in his youth, at the court of Fruifia, atid being 
greatly ftruck with the military difcipline, the impteffiou it made on him was fo lining, that he thought 
any deviation from it inexeufahle, and a little before his misfortunes, lie remonllrated in a letter to His 
Majefty, againft fomcaltciations he had lately made in tlie uniform,’' 

5 P 2 fund 
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fund of intereffing converfation, conciliated the favour of the fufpicious Elizabeth, who 
treated her with coniplacen.cy and affection. Even her hnfband, though his general 
behaviour to her was contemptuous and unmannerly, occasionally teftified great refpect 
for her fuperior abilities, and ufuaily demanded her advice in every important emer¬ 
gency. Whenever any mifu Oder (landing arofe between him and Elizabeth, Catharine 
was employed as mediatrix; ana Peter not unfrequently owed a favourable reception 
at court to her influence. After bis acceffion, though be gave public marks of deep- 
rooted averfion, yet he would often behave to her with deference By an unac¬ 
countable act of imprudence, be, in a full court, inverted her with the exterior deco¬ 
rations of fovereignty ; while, in the character of Colonel, he prefentfid to her the 
officers of his regiment. At the blefimg of the waters, when the Ruffian monarch 
appears in all the pomp of majeffy, the ceremony was left to the Emprefs, and he 
mounted guard as Colonel, and faluted her with his pike. Under all thcfe circum- 
fhmces, the dignity of her deportment was foil rilling, that it was impofiible not to 
contrail her behaviour with the trifling levity of her hufband’s conduct; and to give 
the preference where it was ib evidently due. Thus this infatuated Prince, at the 
very time he was fully determined to divorce and imprifon his wife, imprudently dif- 
played to his fubjedts her capacity for empire; and, while fie proclaimed her forfeiture 
of bis own efteem, adopted every method to fecure to her that of the whole nation. 
Meanwhile the breach was continually widened : he occafionally behaved to her with 
the moil brutal contumely ; and once, in particular, at an entertainment he gave in 
honour of the King of Pruffia, he publicly affronted her to fuch a degree, that fixe 
burft into tears, and retired from table. Thus his infults, no lefs than his deference, 
equally attrafted odium to himfelf, and popularity to Catharine. 

It is alfo a well-known fact, that he more than once avowed an intention of arrefling 
both her and the Great-Duke, whom he propofed to exclude from the fucceffion, and 
of marrying Elizabeth Countefs of Voronzof, his favourite miftrefs. Information of 
this alarming meafure was immediately conveyed to Catharine, through the imprudence 
of the Counters. By the fame, or other means, as well as by the indiferetion of Peter 
himfelf, the Emprefs obtained early intelligence of every refolution formed again ft her 
perfon. She was thus enabled to feize the decifive moment of enterprise, and fecure 
her fafety by preventing the defigns of herhulband. 

Indeed her danger became every day more and more imminent, and the moment of 
her arrefl feemed at hand. A brick houfe, confilling of eleven rooms, had, by the 
Emperor’s order, been conflructed in the fortrefs of Schluffelburgh % for a perfon of 
very confiderable confeauence, and with fuch expedition as to be almoft finifhed within 
fix weeks. Peter went himfelf to Schluffelburgh with a view to examine it; and no 
great depth of penetration was requifite to perceive that it was built for the Emprefs. 
In this important crifls a meeting of her party was held at Peterfburgh. This party 
was extremely fmall, and, excepting the Princefs Dafhkof, and her particular adhe¬ 
rents, confuted only of a few among the principal nobility. The molt conipicuous of 
thefe were Prince Volkonfki, Count Panin, Governor of the Great-Duke, and Count 
Razamofski, Hctnian of the Ukraine. In the firft confutations for dethroning Peter, 
it was propofed, according to the plan of Chancellor Beftuchef, to declare the Great- 
Duke Emperor, and Catharine regent during his minority ; and this would have been 
the meafure naturally followed in any country, wherein the order of fucceflion was 
Store fixed than in Rufiia. Only a few days before the revolution, the inconvenience 

* See the defeription of this building in book iv. chap. 7, 
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attending a minority, joined to the popularity and abilities of the Emprefs, induced her 
party to adopt the relolution of placing her upon the throne. At tnefe meetings va¬ 
rious plans of an jofurreflion were propofed ; but it was'at length uuautraouny agreed 
to delay their attempt until Peter’s departure for Ho I dein. 

Although only a few perfons were engaged in this momentous enterprife ; yet the 
defigns of the party could not be concealed from the friends of the Emperor, who 
earneftly intreated him to inveftigate the foundation of the report. But Peter, who 
had committed the care of the Emprefs’s perfon to thofe in whom he placed the 
higheft confidence, could never be prevailed upon to give the flighted credit to the 
rumour; and indeed he was fo convinced of its falfehood, that anv fuggeftions on 
that head always offended him. One of his confidents prefented him a memorial in 
writing, in which the names of feveral com'pimtors were mentioned. “ What, always 
the old dory !” laid the Emperor; « here, take back your paper, and do not trouble 
me any more with fuch idle tales.” His uncle. Prince George of Holdein, was fre¬ 
quently heard to fay, that he was tired of tendering remondrances, and that the Em¬ 
peror was infenfible to Lhe danger of his fituation. On the very morning of the 
revolution, about two o’clock, an officer, who had a great ihare in Peter’s confidence, 
arrived at Oranienbaum, and demanded to fpeak with him on an affair of the greatell 
importance. Being, after forne difficulty, admitted, he acquainted the Emperor with 
feveral circumdances, which feemed to indicate a confpiracy on the point of breaking 
out: but the infatuated Prince, far from paying the lead attention to the intelligence^ 
ordered the officer under immediate arreft, for prefuming to didurb him at fo late an 
hour. And yet at this very hour his dethronement was determined, which event was 
accelerated by a circumdance perfectly unconnected with the intentions of the oppofite 
party. 

The arred of one of the Emprefs’s adherents, a lieutenant in the guards, whofe name 
was Paffec, greatly alarmed her friends, as they concluded that the Emperor had pene¬ 
trated their defign ; and although they foon difcovered that it had been occailoned by 
fonte irregularity of which he had been guilty as an officer j yet their condernation 
hadened the execution of the enterprize. Every moment was big with danger; and 
adifcovery feemed inevitable if the inl’urreclion was delayed until the Emperor’s depar¬ 
ture for Holdein. 

The Emprefs, however, who continued at Peterhof, fhuddered at the advice to pre¬ 
cipitate the hour of action ; her refolution at this awful crifis, when immediate decifion 
was neceffary, feemed for a moment to fail, and lhe hefitafed to affent; but her party at 
Peterfburgh, convinced that the lead delay would prove fatal, difpatched, on the even¬ 
ing of the 27th of June, an empty carriage to Peterhof, the appointed fignal for her 
approach to the capital. Catharine, whofe greatnefs of mind foon returned to fupport 
her in this dreadful date of /ufpenfe^indantiy efcaped from her apartment; and, at 
three o’clock in the morning, having travel-fed the garden to the place where the car¬ 
riage * was waiting for her, was conveyed with all fpeed to Peterfburgh. It was pre¬ 
concerted that Count Panin fhould attend to the fafety of the Great-Duke’s perfon; 
that Gregory Orlof fhould remain in the capital to win over fome of the guards; and 
that Count Razomofski fhould prepare his regiment for the reception of the Emprefs. 

* This carriage was aindu&ed by one of the Emprefs’s moft confidential adherents, I believe by Count 
Alexey Orlof; but as 1 found it impracticable pofitively to afeertain the perfon, I was unwilling to ad¬ 
vance any fail, of which I was not as perfefily convinced as the intricate nature of thefe affairs would ad¬ 
mit. I have reafon to believe that he was alfifted by Prince Baratinlki, who remained with the carriage, 
while he repaired to the Emprefs’s apartment. 
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In confequenee of this determination, Catharine repaired to the quarters of the Ifmai- 
Iofski guards. The hour was fo early that Razomofski, the Colonel, was not yet ar¬ 
rived, a circumfiance fufficient to have difconcerted a perfon of lefs fpirtt j but the 
Emprefs, having difpatched a meifenger to him, fummoned the' officers and fol- 
diers. A few who had been apprized by. Orlof were ready ; while the greater part* 
being roufed unexpectedly from their Humber, made their appearance icarcely half 

The Emprefs laid before them the bad conduct of the Emperor, his avowed contempt 
of the Ruffians, his averfion to their ctlfloms, and his attachment to foreigners. She 
expofed the dangers which awaited herfelf, her fon, and the principal nobility j Hie 
expatiated upon the probable fubverfion of their religion and government, and exhorted 
all thofe to follow her, who were defirous of faving their country, and refeuing her and 
the Great Duke from definition. Her fpeech, occafionally interrupted with fighs 
and tears, was Ihorc and pathetic, and, further enforced by the graces of her perfon, 
made an inflantaneous impreffion. The greater part of the foldiers aafwered her 
with loud acclamations ; a few officers, indeed, at firfl: feemed to hefitate; but the ar¬ 
rival of Razomofski quieted their apprehenfions, and the whole regiment offered to 
facrifice their lives in her caufe. Catharine then proceeded to the church of the 
Virgin Mary of Cafan, and was joined by other bodies of guards, and by many of the 
principal nobility. Service being performed by the Archbifhop of Novogorod, the 
Emprefs took the accuflomed oath, after which the nobles and people flocked in 
crowds to fwear allegiance to the new fovereign. At the conclufion of this ceremony 
fhe repaired to the fenate, the members of which body acknowledged her foie Emprefs. 
A report, indudrioufly circulated, that Peter was killed by a fall from his horfe, proved 
favourable to the fuccefs of the revolution. The fuite of the Emprefs continually aug¬ 
mented. Two regiments of guards, who had fcarcely quitted Peterfburgh to join the 
army in Pomerania, were immediately recalled, and repaired without delay to the ftand- 
ard of the Emprefs. 

Even in thofe governments where the pretorian bands, flattened in the capital, depofe 
fovereigns, or raife them to the throne, feme plaufible pretence muff be urged to ren¬ 
der a revolution popular, and engage the general voice to ratifythedeedof the foldiery. 
"When Elizabeth feized the reins of empire, the attachment of the nation to the memory 
of her father induced the public to applaud that tranla&ion ; and in this iriftance Peter 
had, by fome parts of his conduct, rendered himfelf fo odious, and, by others, fo con¬ 
temptible to his fubjefls, that the firfl account of his dethronement, and of Catharine’s 
acccflion, announced in the manifeflo, was received with univerfal joy, 

“ Catharine H. by the grace of God Emprefs and Autocratix of All the Ruffias, to 
all our faithful fubjefts, &c. 

“ All the true fons of Ruffia have clearly feen the danger which threatened the 
whole Ruffian empire. Firfl, the foundation of our orthodox Greek religion has been 
fhaken, and its tradition expofed to total ruin, fo that it was to be feared that the faith, 
which has been eftablifhed in Ruflia from the earlieft times, would be entirely changed, 
and a f foreign religion introduced. In the fecond place, the glory which Ruffia'had 
acquired at the expence of fo much blood, and which was carried to the greatefl height 
by her vifiorious arms, has been trampled under foot by the peace lately concluded 
with its greatefl enemy. And, laftly, the domeftic regulations, which are the bafis of 
the country^ welfare, have been totally overturned. 

w For thefe caufes, overcome by the imminent dangers with which our faithful 
fubje&s were threatened, and feeing how fincere and exprefs their defires were on this 
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tiead, we, putting our truft in the Almighty and his divine juflice, have afcended the 

Imperial .throne of All the Ruffias, and have received a folemti oath of fidelity from 

all our faithful fubjefls, tco.n . T „ 

J “ Peterfburgh, June 28, O. S. 1762.” 

All the adherents of the Emperor were arrefted ; among the reft Prince George 
of Holftein, who came to Peterfburgh on the 26th, under pretence of making prepa¬ 
rations for the Emperor’s departure; but, in reality, to watch the oppofite party. 
Not the leaft oppofition was made from any quarter to the proceedings of the Emprefs ; 
and, notwithftanding the ftreets of Peterfburgh were filled with foldiers, who are ge r 
nerally tumultuous and ungovernable in fuch dreadful periods; yet the greateft order 
and difcipline were preferred, and no injury was offered to any individuals*. 

At fix in the evening the Emprefs, habited like a man, in the uniform of the guards, 
with a branch of oak in her hat, a drawn fword in her hand, and mounted upon a grey 
fteed, marched towards i eterhof, accompanied by the Princtfs Dafhkpf, the Hetman 
Ruzomofski, the Grlofs, and her principal adherents, at the head of ten ihoufand 
troops. 

About eight miles from the capital, Catharine entered a public-honfe called Krafnoi- 
Cabak t, and employed herft-Jf for .feme time in tearing and burning a large quantity 
of papers. She then flung herfelf in her clothes upon an ordinary bed, flept about ail 
hour and a half, was on hori'eback by break of day j, and proceeded about four miles 
to the convent of St. Sergius at Strclna, imp which flie retired while the troops en¬ 
camped around. At eight General Ifinailof arrived at Strelna with a mefi'age from the 
Emperor, whole fituation was now become truly critical. 

While the revolution was carrying on at Peterfburgh, Peter remained at Oranien- 
feamn in thoughtlefs fecurity. He palled the evening which preceded the revolution in 
the fortrefs, in company with a few chofen friends, with whom he indulged, as ufual, 
in the pleafures of the table, and retired late to reft intoxicated. In the morning he 
drefled himfelf in his Pruflian uniform, and fet out at eleven for Peterhof, in order to 
-celebrate the feaft of the Apoftles St. Peter and Paul, expecting to meet the Emprefs 
at dinner, and intending, as it is reported, to put her under an arreft §. He was accom¬ 
panied by Elizabeth Vorontzof, her uncle Count Vorontzof, his favourite Godpvitz, 
Marlhal Munic, and many of the nobility of both fexes, who formed his court Jj.- He 

* Severs! E n gl j fb merchants’had quitted the fnhoofes before they were apprized of'the revolution j but 
'found no difficulty m returning through the foldiers polled in different parts of the town. One gentleman 
in particular informed me, that he went about fix in the morning to the cullom houTe, and was furprifed to 
find no one there After ftaymg fome lime, be returned borne ; and* To bis way bw' thie bridge of the 
Neva met a friend, whoafked him what wae ihe matter, for every thing appeared in confilfujn. He had 
fcareely finiffied thefe words, when about three hundred horftmen* with drawn [words in their hands, 
gallopul acrofs the bridge ; a pfieft travelling the bridge at the fame time in.a carriage, the two Engjilh* 
men flood by the fide of ic. Some of the.guards, as Uiey ps’flVd by the pritit, waved thuY fvvords over 
their heads, -cryfog out at the fame time, ** All goes well — vivat CatherineTl.” And this was the liiit 
, Intelligence the ft: merchants received of the revolution. * 

♦J* K ulhicre dignifies this p* blic-houie witluhe appelliiion of Chateau. 

.j Prom the landlady jof the iiiu, who w.iS alive when I vffited RoJfij, and.fijihke.pt the houfe. 

^ It Peter really, as it is faid, intended to-aneft me Emprefs, ftis former conduce is in fomc meafure 
accounted For. He thmight that her party was of no confluence, and accordingly disbelieved, or pre¬ 
tended to dilbelievt, all the reputes of tfisxroufpiracy, thinking to crufu it at once by fecurirtg her per foil* 
He put implicit confidence in the nobles whom he placed about the Emprefs; and theft very per ions went 
.the brll to betray him. 

J From the Intendsnt of Gramehbaum, who witncfTed diefe trailfaflicas. 
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had not proceeded ur before he was met by a perfon # who had efcaped from Peterf. 
burgh, and (topping the carnage, acquainted the Emperor that he wifhed to fpeak with 
Inin in private. I -rer, however, ordered his attendants to proceed, adding <( Whv 
are you in filch a hurry ? turn back to Peterhof, and there you will have time enough 
to Ipeaiv to me. 1 ho other repeating his folicitations, the Emperor at length alighted 
irom Ins carnage, and was informed of the revolution at Peterfburgh. Yet his infatu 
anon was flittfo great, that he doubted the truth of the intelligence; but, when an' 
enumeration of particular arcumffances at length awakened him Jo a fenfe of his dan¬ 
ger, he ted died the ftrpngeft fymptoms of amazement and horror, and was reduced 
aJmoft to a (late of (tupefaction. Recovering from this paroxyfm of defpair be dif- 
patched an adjutant to Oramenbaum, ordering the garrifon to Peterhof. On his ar- 
nva ? he / ound tlle Emprefs departed, and could obtain no information of her pro¬ 
ceedings from any perfon of her court. Marflial Munic advifed him to put himfelf at 
the head of his Uolftem troops, and match without delay to the capital: « 1 will go 
before you laid the gallant veteran, « and Your Majefty’s perfon fiiall not be touched 
out through mine. Had this advice been followed, it would have been attended with a 
glorious, and perhaps a fuccefsful event. The Holftein troops, though not exceeding a 
thoufand were zealoufly attached to Peter; and Mimic was worth a regiment, The 
courage of the Emperor, however, defected him in this emergency; he fluftuated be¬ 
tween hope and fear; formed new refolutions one moment, and renounced them the 
next* 

I-Iis own agitation was (till further encreafod by the behaviour of the principal per- 
lons, who accompanied him from Oramenbaum, or whom he found at Peterhof. The 
women vented fhneks, and hung about the Emperor in agonies of the deepeft diftrefs • 
every one clamoroufly offered advice; but the uproar was fo great, that the advice could 
carcely be heaid, and if heard was not attended to, becaufe it was repeatedly changed, 
i eveialor the Lmpie.ss party wereprefent, and artfully fomented the general confn- 
fion : under the fpecious appearance of affedion and zeal, they alarmed the fears of 
the Emperor, and objected to every vigorous meafure as inadmiffibie and dangerous. 
In thefe circumltances Peter perplexed by fuch difcordant or treacherous advice, was 
fof ened into cowardice by the tears of the women, and remained the whole dav in a 

3 i G ,r y bo ^ C1 Ing dl ^‘ a ^ lon - Ever y moment brought him frefh caufe of terror 
and difmay. He was fucceflively informed, that the Emprefs had received the oath of 

tTZZ SX H T ° f aU ra ‘ lks> that 016 WaS miftrefs of the a "d was ad- 

g at tlie head of ic,ooo troops. Diflieartened by this intelligence, he difpatched 

repeated meffengers to Ins confprt, with propofals of Lcommodarion; and as not one 

of them came back, he at length determined to take refuge in Cronftadtt; a mea- 

iure winch, xi he had earlxer embraced, might have given a favourable tuni to his rf, 

3t f e had dif P atched S^ral Operand another 

officer to Cionlfadt to reconnoitre the place; the general was admitted without diffi- 

P W I 16 °lf 7r retU a ril ? d tC ? Peterhof with th e account that no news of the revo- 
ut on had reache* Cionfladt, that Devier was preparing for his immediate reception, 

ri S lktn. COrdiBS t0 Mr ‘ Kcith ’ lheperfon wI, ° met bita was the fo-vant of Count Alexandrovitch Na- 

t A town upon a fmall ifland in the Gulf of Finland, where the Ruffian navv is Rationed v,. ,i 
defeription m the chapter on the Ruffian navy. Book \i. ch. z. y t d ’ See the 
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that His Majefty would find there an afylum, where the Etnprefs’s troops could not 
penetrate, and from whence he might, io cafe of extreme necefluy, efcape by fea to his 
dominions in HoUiein, In confluence of this reprefentation, the Emperor ordered 
the Holflein troops, who were on their march to Peterhof, to return lo Oranieubaum; 
but, by an unaccountable fatality, protracted his departure til! near midnight. On his 
arrival at the harbour, the imperial boat was refuted admittance by the sentinels, who 
^pbjefted to the btonefs of the hour ; and when ii was repn;'cared to them that the Em¬ 
peror was on board, they frill perfifted in their refufal, and threatened to fire from the 
batteries if the veffel did not inilaotly retire. 

This unexpefied reception was cccafioned by the following t' r ciimil antes. General 
Devier, on his arrival at Cronftadt, took the command of the fortrefs; perceiving that 
the garrifon had no knowledge of the revolution, lie was unwilling to give alarm by 
fpreading the report, and thought it more advifahie to wait for the Emperor’s appear¬ 
ance before he attempted to fecure the fidelity of the^garrifon, or ifiued orders hoftile to 
the party of the Emprefs. During this interval, admiral Taliezeilcame to Cronfladt; 
he was difpatched from Peterfburgh by the Emprefs, who had forgotten, in the firfi 
hurry of the revolution, to fecure that Important ibrtrefs ; and was now Cent, if not too 
late # , for that purpofe* Being admitted without oppofition, and perceiving the fitu- 
adon of affairs, he inffantly commanded the arreft of General Devier, which wasiu- 
flantly obeyed ; the marines and failors being more inclined to execute the orders of an 
admiral than thofe of a general. Having fecured the general’s perfon, he announced 
to the garrifon the revolution at Peterlburgh : the Emperor, he laid, is depofeci; the 
army and femte have declared for Catharine, and all eppofition will be fruitless and 
dangerous, Thefe arguments, joined to a large quantity of fpirituous liquors, produced 
the defired effeft; and Catharine was proclaimed Emprefs. Thus a place of fo much 
importance as to have'delayed, if not prevented, the final fuccefsof the mfurreclion, was 
feized by admiral Taliezen without oppofition. 

On this difappointment, Peter’s only remaining refource was to crowd fail for the 
Gulf of Bothnia, and feck an afylum in Sweden; from whence he might penetrate to 
his army in Pomerania, or to his dominions in Holftein* But it was the fate of the 
unfortunate monarch to aft no decifive part in this important crifisf: (till flattering 

* Coiifitlermg the great importance of Cronftadt, this negle£ Teems hardly credible; but I was informed 
from very good authority^ that To late as ten in the morning no ficp had been taken at Peterfburgh towards 
obtaining ppfftflicm of that fort refs. About that time a private perfon mentioned it by chance to one of 
the principal mfdrgents, who 7 without delay, acquainted the Emprefs. She, ctmfcibus ol its great import¬ 
ance, immediately difpatched admiral Taliezen. Ir was paft eleven before he left Feterihurgh, and as he 
went by water, the diftance being twenty miles, it raull have been paft three before he arrived at Cronfladt. 
The dtflance from Feterhof to tlie fame place being only fix miles, the Emptror might have arrived there 
long before Taliezen. 

f A note from the Earl of Buckingham fill re to the Earl of Hardvricke, wilt file w that the misfortunes 
of the Emperor arofe from his want of refolution as well as from treachery. 

A pril 16, 1766. • 

Many ladles, fnme of whom were iviyes to perforts engaged in the confpiracy, attended the Emperor to 
Cronftadt, and their tears and terrors added to his irrefoUiWon. I have had account of what palled from 
abnoft all of them, and they were too much frightened to be confident in their relations. In two points 
they all agreed , his timidity, and the reproaches made him by his miftrefs, for not having followed her ad¬ 
vice, and prevented all mifehief by confining the Emprefs. One exprefiion they in general lav die made 
ufe of. “ Thou Fool, (Durach) had you complied with my requeft, and ftmt up this bad woman, the rum 
of this day had never fallen upon us.” Panin and Villcbois were the only men of confequence amongll 
them; for, notwuMandmg all the aflertions to the contrary, I know the Hetman did not engage m the 
ddlgn till the morning it took effect, and even then he was not without difficulty perfuaded to act the part 
he did. 
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himfelf with the hopes of a reconciliation with the Emprefs, and prevailed upon by the 
cries and entreaties of the women who were on board, he returned to Oranienbaum, 
w here he arrived at four in the morning. When Peter quitted that palace on the pre¬ 
ceding morning, he was drefled in his Prufiian regimentals; un his return he was in 
his Ruffian uniform; he now law his error in defpifing the prejudices of his fub.ects, 
but it was too late. Little circumllances of this kind are not unworthy of the hiitorian’s 
notice, as great events frequently turn upon them; and they often dilcover the true 
charafter of the principal perfouages concerned in the feene. 

On his return to Oranienbaum, he retired alone, and in great agitation, to his houle 
in the fort refs, leaving Marfinil Mimic and the reft of the court in the pa lac.-. At ten 
he again made his appearance in a more composed ftate of mind. The Hoi ; ein guards 
no fobner beheld their royal mafter, than they all * crowded round him; fome itruggled 
to kifs his hand, others hung about his perfon ; many knelt down; fome even prof- 
trated theinfelves before him; all {bedding tears of affection, ami in terms of the ftrong- 
eft attachment conjuring him to lead them agaiuft the Emprefs, offering to facrifke 
their lives in his defence. Peter, animated by thTe affecting marks of zeal and fidelity, 
caught their fpirit for a moment, and cried out, “To arms!*’ but the tears of tue 
women, and his own irrefolution, loon damped this momentary fit of courage, and he 
again reconciled himfelf to fubmiflion. 

Early in the morning he difpatched Major-General Ifmailof, in whom he repofed im¬ 
plicit confidence, to the Emprefs, with a letter, offering to refign his crown, on condi¬ 
tion that he Ihould be permitted to retire into Holftein, with Elizabeth Vorontzof and 
Godoviich. Ifmailof found the Emprefs in the convent of Strelna, and was immediately 
admitted to her prefence. The great policy on the fide of Catharine now confided in 
obtaining poffeflion of the Emperor’s perlon without effufion of blood ; it was her ob¬ 
ject, therefore, to amufe him, without driving him to defperate’meafures; for it was 
yet in his power to head his Holftein troops, and defend his life to the laft extremity; 
or he might be able to make his efcape, and involve the empire in all the horrors of a 
long civil war. The judicious manner in which Ihe cond utted this delicate affair, Ihews 
her no lefs able in the arts of negociation than in the fpirit of enterprize. 

She calmly reprefented to Ifmailof the madnefs of oppofing her, now in full poflefi- 
fion of fovereign authority; Ihe pointed to her troops, who were pofted in large bodies 
upon the adjacent grounds, adding, that refiftance would only draw on Peter and his 
party the vengeance of an enraged army; Ihe propofed, therefore, that he Ihould him¬ 
felf repair to Peterhof, where the terms of his abdication might be adjufted. Ifmailof, 
finding the tide offuecefson the fide of the Emprefs, and perceiving the clergy, army, 
and principal nobles engaged in her canfe, was convinced that nothing was left to Peter 
but fubmiflion. Seduced by the infinuating eloquence, engaging addrefs, and promifes 
of the Emprefs, he undertook to perfuade his unhappy mafter, by immediate fubmiflion, 
to fave an effufion of blood, which could be productive of no effectual advantage to his 
caufe. With this view he returned to Oranienbaum,between ten and eleven, and found 
the Emperor in the palace with Munic, Elizabeth Vorontzof, Godovitch, and others, 
anxioufly expecting his arrival. Having retired into another apartment, the refult of 
their conference was, that in lels than an hour the Emperor, with Elizabeth Vorontzof, 
Godovitch, and Ifmailof, entered the carriage in which the latter had returned to Ora- 

* I was informed of thefe circumftances from the intendant of Oranienbaum ; be (bed tears while he 
decribtd the animated behaviour of the Holftein troops. He faid he never witneffed a more affc&mg 
Itene. 
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nienbaum. Peter quitted the palace without a Angle attendant; but he had fra 
proceeded a mile, before a corps of Hollars, of the Emprd's-s party, (unrounded ^ 
riage, and accompanied it to Peterhof, where he arrived at had palt twelve. H< 
immediately feparated from his companions. The Emprels declined a perfonal con¬ 
ference • but lent Count Panin, who was admitted alone. What pafled during this 
awful interview between that nobleman and his depofed Iovereign, is nor, nor probably 
ever will be, difclofed to the public; but nothing can convey a flronger piclm-e ot Hit- 
Emperor’s wfciknels and pufillanimity, than the abdication in lorm which was the relult 

of their converTatton*. , „ — * T , 

« During the fhort period which I have reigned over the Kuflta.ii cmpne > I nave 

found front experience, that my abilities are iniufficient to fupport fo great a burden; 
and that l am not capable of directing theRuthan empire in any way, and muen lefs 
with a defpotic powder. I alfo acknowledge that 1 have been tne eaule or all the inte¬ 
rior troubfc, which, had they continued much longer, would have overturned the 
empire, and have covered me with eternal dilgnce. Having fenoufly weigtied thefe 
circumftances, I declare, without conftrafat, and in the molt folemn manner, to the 
Ruffian empire, and to the whole world, that I for ever renounce the government of 
the faid empire, never defiring hereafter to reign therein, either as an abfoltote iovereign, 
or under any other form of government. 1 declare alio, that l will never attempt to 
re-affiume the government. As a pledge of this, 1 fwear fincerely before God and 
all the world, to this prefent renunciation, written and hgned with my own hand, 

Peter* 

June 29, O. S. 1762.” 

Having filmed this abdication, he was conveyed in the evening to Robfcha,a final I 
imperial palace twenty miles from Peterhof; and the Emprefs returned about tne fame 
time to Peterfburgh. At feven fhe made her triumphant entry on horfebaek, amidit 
continued huzzas ; the ftreets were filled with a prodigious concourfe of people, who 
were drawn up in lines, and kified her hands, which fhe held out to them as fhe paffed 
along. A great number of priefts were affembled upon this occalion about the avenues 
of the palace ; as flie rode through their ranks, fhe Hooped down to ialute the cheeks of 
the principal clergy, while they were lading her hand; a mode of Mutation in Ruffia, 

exprefifive of the higheft deference* - • . r u 

The firft hurry of the revolution was no fooner pad, and the fpirit of revolt had 

fcarce time to fiibfide, before many repented of having deferred them fovereign. X he 
populace, always prone to change, began to pity their dethroned monarch, and lolt 
Lbt of his defeSs in the contemplation of his calamity ; they regarded him no longer 
in the light of a mifeuided ruler, but as an unfortunate Prince, driven from the heigtit 
of power to the mod abjeft ftaie, and fubjeft to the horrors of perpetual impnfonment. 
Peter, notwithHanding his violence and incapacity, pofieffed fever#! qualities of a popu¬ 
lar nature, and was greatly beloved by thofe who had acctife to his perlon. Du ring; the 
Emprels’s march to Peterhof, feveral foldiers mamfefted ftrong lymptoms o p dnlatis- 
faflion; fome openly murmured at being led agamft their Iovereign, and had Petto, on 
the firft news of cite revolution, made his appearance m perfon, many would bive teteWd 
to his itandard. Phis fpirit of difeontent was oblerved, and fecretly fomented by the 

* I Wfufficknt reafm to believe that dm abdication 
fons with lefs probability have a.ic ied, he figneii it at Qramenbattm, before 
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partizans of the Emperor; the title of popularity was even turning in his favour and a 
new riling hourly expected : at this crifis the deceafc of Peter delivered Ruflia from the 
impending horrors of a civil war *. Thi* event happened at Robfcha on the 6th of 
JuJy, O. b. on the feventh day of his confinement, and in the thirty-fourth year of his 
age. ^ ihs body was brought to the convent of St. Alexander Nevlki at Peterfburgh, 
aruJ tnere lay in irate; where peifons of all ranks were admitted, according td the cut 
tom o ; Rullia, to kifs the hand of the deceafed. His remains were then buried in die 
thui cu of the convent, and the place of the lepulchre was not diftinguilhed either with 
a tomb or infcription f, 

1 he death of Peter was not followed by any of thofe tragical feenes which had hitherto 
dilgraced the revolutions in Ruflia: not one of the nobles were fent into Siberia * 
there were no public or private executions; even the perfonal enemies of the Emprefs 
were forgiven. Marfhal Munic had offered to fupport the Emperor at the hazard of 
his own perfon*. Catharine mildly inquired the motives of fuch an oppofition to her 
mtercKs, ct 1 wss at that period/ 3 replied Munic, with a fpirit which twenty years 
impnfonmem could not fubdue, “ engaged by the ftrongeft ties of duty and gratitude 
t0 exc .^ 111 behalf of my late mailer: Your Majefty is now my foveremn, and 

you will experience the fame fidelity,” The Emprefs, firuck with the mavnammity of 
ri:s anhver, with equal greatne/s of mind repofed in him the mod unbounded confidence, 
wmch was juflified by his fubfequent eqnduft. As foon as the danger of a new infur- 
reehon was dilpelled, Count Vorontzof was releafed, and afterwards employed Eliza- 
bern Vorontzof experienced from the Emprefs no expreffion of either iealoufy or 
relent mom; her perfon was untouched, and Hie even retained, undiminifhed, all the 
r ,°1 , tei f s bo “ nt y* Catharine, with peculiar magnanimity, forgave the indignities 
•w hich the had received at her fuggellion, ami even her prefumption in afpiringto a par¬ 
ticipation of the crown. She was permitted to erpoufe a private perfon, and ftill re¬ 
mains at Peterfburgh, a living monument of the Emprefs’s unparalleled lenity t. Go- 
dovitch, who was particularly obnoxious to the Emprefs, was allowed to retire to his 
native country §, and the HoHgein guards, who had importuned the Emperor to lead 
them againlt his confort, wero not (reared with the lead feverity : thofe who chofe to 
- were incorporated in the. different regiments, and the others withdrew themfelves 
unmolefted from Ruflia. Prince George of Holftein, uncle to Peter, and not unac¬ 
quainted with the defign of arrefting the Emprefs, was detained a prifoner in his own 
r c C 1 j nn f , P ro B refs of the revolution; but was afterwards promoted to the rank 
Creat Duk/ 13 ’ ^ ajPP ° inted adraillift rator of Holftein during the minority of the 

rn J^S b «tfr a »Wn b,Pt tbis (1 l,nf 'V t,,nate mc " a «* put to death ; but m wtiat manner the deed 
Saitfr au ll ^V c ™ nt has ever tranfpired. Nor i. it a matter of wonder that 
Oilof and Piinrr R - e “>wlvet in the deepdl myftery. Public report defignated Count Alexey 

Seed : ^ »»prmupa] afton, ,h this horrid tragedy.* I am, however, firmly con- 

will.'he kakufTrftK En,|, ' :r0r ““ P"P"““ d th = »""»™d, no, <«n 

m lhe°cathc,M ° br '" rf ' h “ ™“"? re-inttmi wtt hnpcri.1 honours 

v, Sh, ™ 4 . in nn nd.nnood 

-42s fs& Efcrftt StSE/it of Go ' m “ - his ”»?»• <*•«“ 
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Catherine was in the thirty-fourth year of her age when flic afeended the 
throne 5 and the iuccefs of this revolution* was no lefs owing to her own perfonai 

^ Gregory Otlofj who is mentioned in this account as one of the principal agents of the revolution, was 
aitl-de capip to Count Peter Schewalof and* here an inferior rack in t he army, uhen his yojiih and comdt - 
nefe captivated Catharine, then Grand Dudiefe, foon after the roqil of her favourite Count Ponfatnwikk 
J'.vtn nt thid early period fhe did not attempt to conceal her attachment from rhofe in whom fit; repqfedany 
confidence, Painting him out one day to Mr. Wrotighton, “Do you fee,” Ihtfeid, ** that young- mar ? 
Pie lias had the audacity to make love to me.” I his Intrigue greatly contributed to facilitate the revolu¬ 
tion which placed htr on the throne. Orlof hrnifdf was a man of a determined and caierprifing iplrlt, and 
had coiifidcrakJt influence among the officers and foldiers of his own regiment; his attempts were alfo fbp- 
ported by his four brothers, Alexey, Vlmiomtr, Feodor, and Ivan, but particularly by Alexey, who wasiu 
tlie guards, and was one of the moft active agents in the revolution. 

It was principally owing to the fugged ions of Orhf that Catharine vent tired to affutne the authority as 
Emprefs, not as regent. He was I title known before the revolution, and Mr Keith thus mentions his 
fh fl public appearance at Court* ,fi He wore the ribband of St Alexander, and the key of chamberlain, 
and is a good looking man, with a very modcfl behaviour* I could not rectdlejft having ever feeir him be¬ 
fore.” He was aitLTwards rapidly promoted to the liighelt honours and offices of government, both civil 
and military, and was created Prince of the German empire. He gained fuch an afeeiidency ovei his royal 
mill refs, that Hie was only prevented from marrying him by the ilrong rcmonltrances of Count Panin, and 
Marflial Razomofeky* 

Orlof gradually dimlnifhed the aflcdflon of the Eroprefi by the coarfenefs of his manners, Iris grofs inat¬ 
tention, and frequent infidelities. During his journey to Mofeow in 1771, to check the prog-refs of the 
plague, his enemies availed tfemfelves of his ab fence to undermine his influence. Informed of thefe cabals, 
he fuddenly returned to Fcterfijurgh, and regained, by incrcafed affiduiiy, his former afeendancy, though he 
did not wholly recover her affections. 

Deeming his power too ftrongly rooted to be again iliaken, he repaired to Fotzaai in 1773, to negotiate 
a peace with the Turks, where he difplayedall the pomp of imperial magnificence. This abfencegave fee- 
cefs to the cabals of his enemies, and his difgrace was announced by the lntrodu&ion of a new favourite, 
VaffiJchiktf, at the mitigation of Count Panin and Marflial Ramanzof* 

Vv ith a view to crufh this cabal bv his prefence, Orlof in Handy broke up the congrefs of Fotzani, and 
travelled with fitch expedition as to per forin a journey of one thoufand eight hundred miles in nine days and 
nights* Arriving at the gates of Feterfburgh, he was refufed admittance, and received an order from the 
Emprefs to repair to his country houfe at Gatchina, under pretence of performing quarantine. Still, how¬ 
ever, he flattered himfelf with hopes of being recalled, and when undeceived by a letter from the Emprefs, 
forbidding him to appear at court, was fo much affected that he fainted away. 

’Being afterwards ordered to Revel, he polled through Peter {burgh, and without previous notice, called 
upon his brother Alexey, while he was at dinner with a large company A gentleman who was prefent 
deferibed the Prince as extremely agitated ; after embracing his brothers, he fat down to table, ftarted up, 
refumed his feat, again rofe, whifpeted his brothers, and retired with them into another apartment. 
On the following day he departed for Revel, and foon after Let out on his travels; but he had 
feared y reached Drefden before the Em p refs recalled him to Peter ft urgh* and offered him bis former 
a part mentis in the palace, which he declined, probably at the inftigtt-tion of his brothers, and refimied his 
journey. * 

He afterwards efpoufed his niece, and was fo much affe&ed with her death, that he loft his fenfes, and 
died in a Rate of in fanny. 

By Prince Orlof the Emprefs had a fon, whom I faw at the corps de cadets, where he was educated ; 
he appeared to me, in 1779, to be about feventeen years of age. He lodged in the houfe of Ribas, the 
principal manager under M. de Bet/koi. He palled at firfl for the fon of a gentleman of the name of 
Schwerin, but affumed that of Bobrinfict, from an eft ate which the Ernprefe purchafed for him* He was 
apprifed of bis origin from the high marks of dillin&lon which he received. He was often admitted to the 
Empreis. Prince Orlof called him his fon, and carried his portrait in the lid of his Intiff-box. A Ruffian 
nobleman told me that he once took up the box by chance, and knew the picture from us linking refem- 
blance. He ventured, however, to afk whom it reprefen ted, and Prince fs Orlof, who was prtfent, replied 
with a fmife, i It is my portrait in a man’s drefs, before I was married. 51 Bobnnfki afterwards travelled;, 
and I heard of him when I was at Geneva, in 1784* 

The Emprefs always retained a high degree of regard for ihe memory of Prince Orlof, and treated his 
brothers with great marks of favour and confidence. The family received efttftes, containing forty-five 
thoufand peafants, and to the amount of 3,000,000!* ficrling in money, heufes, plate, aod jewels* 
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fpirit and engaging addreTs, than to the zeal of her party, and the popularity of her 
caofe *. 

Chap* XIV,— family and Birth of Ivan*—Emperor on the Death of Anne*—Depofed by 
Elizabeth.—Imprifonmcnt at Riga, Dunamund, Oramenburgh^ and Schhffelburgh. — De¬ 
fer; ption of bis Apartment.—Mode of Life.—Intel lefts. — Ferocity.—Vifiied by Peter. Ill 
—-Removal to Kexholm. —Brought back to SehlvJJHburgb*—Attempt of Mirovdch in his 
Favour,—Death of Ivan. - Trial and Execution of MirovHch.—Pumpment of his Ac* 
complices. —. 5 'tifpicion ofaCoHufion between the Court and Mirmitch .— Refuted.—Account 
if Ivan*s Parents and Family*—Biographical Anecdotes of Count jAuhic. 

Ivan, the unfortunate fubjeQ: of the prefent narrative, was lineally defended, on the 
female fide, from the Tzar Ivan Alexlevitch, elder brother of Peter the Greatf ; and 
was foil of x\nne of Mecklenburgh, by Anthony Ulric Prince of Brunfwick. He was 
bom on the 4th of Auguft 1740, created Great Duke by his aunt the Emprefi* Anne, 
and at her demife, on the aStb of October, fucceeded to the throne* from which he was 
depofed by Elizabeth on the 6th of December* 1741, 

* This was the firft ctictimflamral account ever publi/hed of this extraordinary revolution* and 1 have 
the famfa&ion to find, from the perufel of feveral documents which have fince fallen into my poffdfion* ai>d 
of the various narrative* which have appeared lince t.he death of theEmprcfs, that no material fa& has been 
jullly con- reverted* This Tour being publilhed during the life of the Emprefs, and of the principal per fans 
concerned in the revolution, delicacy prevented me from acknowledging the lources from which 1 derived 
the principal Information ; but I now have il in my power to difclofe many of my authorities. 

I was principally imJeted to Count Solmes, the PrufTian envoy, who had redded .at Peterfburgh fmee 1763* 
and collected various anecdotes relative to the life and acceffion of the Empreft. From thefe materials he 
formed an inlereilrng narrative,which he read to me, during my continuance at Pcterfhutgh, 

I alfo received from Muller, the celebrated btftorian, much middling information, as well as from Stack- 
lin, courvfdlor of ftate, and author of feveral valuable publications* and from fevcral Bfttifh merchants, who 
WtttK (Ted the revolution, Re Tides thefe, fome anecdotes were communicated to me by levera] Ruffian nobles 
and officers, fume of whom were with Peter at Oranknbautn, and others who-cfpoufed the party of the 
Emprefs Tlicie different accounts I noted down, and afterwards compared and combined them, to form 
jny narrative. 

Diming my day at Waif aw, many dreum dances vvere communicated by Sir Thomas Wronghton, who 
long rcflded at PeuirfWgh. He was the intimate friend of the King ol Poland, when Count Poniatowfki, 
and'peffe (fed the implicit confidence of the Emprefs* 

ft fur my return, 1 had the good fortune to obtain from the late Earl of Hardwicke, two curious dif- 
patches from Mr. Keith, the jtiiglifh mimfter at St. Ptterfburgh, to the fecretary of Hate, and a private 
note from the Earl of I uckinghamftiire, who lucceedtd Mr. Keith. This note 1 have printed in this chap¬ 
ter, and have given in ihe Appendix the letter of Mr. Keith as an authentic dneumrnt. 

Kulhierc has written the hidory of rhi* revolution, which was long anximifly expr&ed but was not pub¬ 
lished till after the death of the Empiric, It contains many inteidlmg anecdotes, which could only have 
been c llected by a perfnn whn was at Peteifburgli, at the lime of this event $ but they are blended with 
vague accounts and cofLe-houfe dories. 

y Ivan Af.exievitch, 


Ca hariv n. AnnEj Enrprtfs of Ruflia. 


Anne* married to Anthony tTlric/Prince of Bi'tinfwick* 


IV AH - 

See Genealogical Table of the Houfe of Romanof, chap. iv. of this volume, 

Tile 
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The foUiers fent to arreft the young Emperor, were ordered to {teal foftiy into his 
apartments, and if affeep, not to ditturb him. As he was {lumbering by the fide of his 
nurl'e, they flood round the cradel in refpeflful filence, at Ieafl an hour before the 
Prince opened his eyes, then the foldiers difputing who fhould carry him, the child was 
terrified, and cried; they immediately defifted, and permitted the nurfe to approach, 
who covered him with a cloke, and accompanied him in a fledge to the palace. Eliza¬ 
beth took the child, kiiTed it, and while it was yet in her arms, a body of foldiers pafling 
by, {homed, “ Long live Elizabeth!” The infant, pleafed with the acclamations, 
ftretched out his little hand, and finding, tried to imitate the {houts of the foldiers; on 
which Elizabeth exclaimed, “ Innocent creature! thou perceived not that thou art 
endeavouring to fpeak againft thyfelt 

It is difficult to trace Ivan didm&ly from the time of his depofition to his imprifon- 
ment at Scbluffelburgh ; but the following account leems the molt probable. He and 
his parents were firft confined in the fortrefs of Riga, a year and a half; removed from 
thence to Dunamund f, and afterwards to Oranienburgh, a 1 ‘niall town in the province 
of Vorentz. Here they remained two years under the care of Baron Korf, who be¬ 
haved to his prifoncrs with great humanity. From Oranienburgh the whole family was 
tranferred to Kolmogori; but Ivan was imprifoned there for feveral years feparately, 
and unknown to his parents. 

Bufching fays, that when his parents were fent to Kolmogori, Ivan, then in the eighth 
year of his age, was left at Oranienburgh; and that fome time afterwards a certain 
monk contrived to releafe him from prifon, and convey him as far as Smolenfko, where 
they were furprizcd and taken He was alfo confined in a convent fituated on an 
ifland in the lake of Valdai, not far from the high road between Peterfburgh and Mof- 
cow. The time of his imprisonment in this convent, and his fituation until his removal 
to Schluflelburg, are circum fiances which I was not able to afcertain: but it is not fur- 
prizing, that there fliould be much obfcurity in the hillory of a ftate prifoner immured 
from his infancy. 

During the lad eight years of his life, Ivan was imprifoned in the fortrefs of Schluf- 
felburgh, whither he was brought in 1756, in the fixteenth year of his age.. In the 
fame year he was fecretly conveyed, by Count Peter Shuvalof, grand mafler of the* * * § ar¬ 
tillery, to the houfe of his coufm Ivan Shuvalof, at Peterfburgh, where Elizabeth faw 
and fpoke to him without making berfelf known. It is faid that {he burll into tears at 
this interview. On the enfuing day the Prince was re-conducled to his prifon. 

When I vifited Schluffei burgh, l was admitted into the fortrefs, but was not differed 
to enter the room in which he had heen confined; yet as I examined one that was 
fmiilar, and have converfed with feveral perfons who have feen it, I am able to give the 
following defcription ; it is fituated towards the farthdl extremity of the corridore, de- 
fcribed on a former occafion§; is about twenty-feet fquare, and vaulted ; the waits are 
of bare {tone, and the floor of brick. The window was not doled, like thofe of the 
adjacent cells, but glazed, and covered with a kind of piaifter, which, while it admitted 

* Bui Hif. Mag. vol. i. p- 37+. t Manflein’s Memoirs, p.315. 

X Buf, Hif. Mag T [, p, There is an inaccuracy in Eufchmg*s account, probably only a Falfe print, 

to, that he was in (he eight year of his age when his parents were fent to Kolomogori; for in March 
1746, the time of Anne^ death, he was only fix years and feven months old : and feme time mu ft be al¬ 
lowed for conveying his parents from Oranienburgh to Kolmogori. Bufching was informed, by Earon 
Korf, that they were all confined together at Oi anienburgh ; and I was told by an Knghlh gentleman, who 
had been at Kolmogori, that Ivan had been-there imprifoned for a fiiort time* 

§ Chap, vti* 
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the light, could not be feen through* * * § . There was no other furniture than a truckle- 
bed, a table, and fome chairs. In this difmal apartment he was immured during the 
fpace of eight years, excepting when he was occafionally conducted to the interior for- 
trefs f, which communicated at top with the air j but in the enjoyment of which the 
apprehensions of his efcape rendered it impolitic to gratify him, as often as humanity 
could have wiflied. 

With refpect to his intellects, as he had been irapriToned from the fecond year of his 
age, his ideas of couri'e were few, and his knowledge exceedingly limited, and though 
not abfolutely an ideot, he difeovered pccafional fymptoms of mfamty. He could neither 
read nor write; he fpoke the Ruffian language, and knew a few German words, which 
he muft have learned when almofi: a child from his parents; he was rather inarticulate 
in his fpeech, and when agitated, hammered exceedingly He was not ignorant of his 
defeent, and that he had once been Emperor. He was ftrongly prepqffefled with the 
hopes of re-aleendipg the throne, ufed frequently to allude to his behaviour when that 
event fliould take place, and whenever he was roufed to paffion, would threaten to 
pumfli thofe who provoked him. He was exceedingly choleric and ferocious, and 
would rage alihoft to madnefs whenever he was intoxicated. For fome time he was 
improperly indulged in every article for his table 5 he was ferved in plate, had a great 
variety of dHhes, and ail kinds of wine. Rut to prevent his frequent exqefles, theie 
luxuries were judicioufly diminiffied, though his maintenance was iiill amply provided 
for by the allowance of 2cI. a month §. 

He would change his drefs twenty times a day, and walk about his room, admiring 
himfelf with puerile fatisfaftion. In regard to" his religious opinions, he had a faint 
knowledge of the Greek perfuafion, and ufed frequently to pray in the mod fervent 
manner. Once a year he was accuftomed to confei's, and receive the facrament, and 
often boafted of obtaining revelations from the angel Gabriel. 

He certainly knew that the Emprefs Elizabeth was feated upon that throne from which 
he had been depofed j but it does not appear that he was ever acquainted with her 
death, and the fubfequent changes. Peter III. fpon after his acceffion, came to Schluf- 
felburgh, accompanied by Godovitch, Left' Alexandrevitch Narifljkin, Voikof, and Baron 
Korf. fh crofting the arm of the Neva to the ifland, the boat which conveyed Peter 
and his fuite ftruck againft a fragment of the (tone, and was nearly overfet. On land- 

* In fome recent publications# the apartment of Ivan is erroneonfly described as a cafemate of the for- 
trefs, the very hole of which waS brie Led up. 

f See the account of Schlulfelburghj chap, vih 

t Cattera, in his life of Ctfthai ine the Second, and others on the authority of M. de Segur* fome time 
French ambaflador at the court of Pcterfburgh# have aliened that Ivan was not deficient in fenfc, did not 
hammer, and was capable of reading and writing, 1 deem it neetflary to mention the authorities from which 
I derived my information, i* Count Sobnes, who was at Peterfburgh before the death of Ivan. 2. Mr. 
Licman, a Dane, who had been Jong rejident in England, was, during my travels in RulTia, fettled at 
ScKluffilfeiirgh, w here he had dUbltlhed a manufactory for printing cottons, and was in habits of intimacy 
with Beiedaikof, the governor of the fortrefs, 2. Bcrcdnikof himfelf, whom Mr. Lieman at my reque/t 
invited to dinner. 4. A Ruffian nobleman of undoubted veracity# who received the account from Voikof 
the connfdlur ot Hate, fent by Peter the 1 bird to behlufTetburgbj to difeover the real character of Ivan* 
5 * Ld Ale&aud rev itch Narifhikin, great chamberlain to the Emprefs, who was prefent at the interview 
between 1 etcr and Ivan - In my ftcond vilh to Petcrfburgh, lie confirmed my narrative, and even c?;- 
p re fled hi* furprife at the accuracy of my fhtement. From thefe authorities, and others which I am not at 
prefent at liberty to mention# I compiled the whole of my narrative. 

It is barely fa flic sent to notice live improbability of another aflertion advanced by the biographer of Ca¬ 
tharine, that Peter intended to nominate Ivan bis fuecefTor# and had even brought him to Pcterlburgh for 
that purpofe, where he is faid to have been at the time of the revolution. 

§ hn ample allowance in Ruffia, where prcmfion? were fo cheap, 

7 ing 
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ing, the Emperor fent one of his hike to the governor, with an order of admiffion figned 
by himfelf, was immediately received within the fort refs, and conduced to the Prince's 
apartment. Peter for a fbort time remained concealed, while his nobles and attendants 
converted with Ivan j but he foon joined the company, drank a diffi of coffee, and en¬ 
tered into difcourfe with the Prince* 

I 1 endeavoured to colled fome intelligence of what pained at this conference ; but the 
information I received, even from perfons of good authority, was extremely various and 
contradiftory* In dead, therefore, of detailing uncertain and difcordant anecdotes, I 
fhall fubmit to the readers tranflation from Bufchmg's account of this interview, which 
muff be deemed authentic, becaufe he received it from Baron Korf, who was prefent. 

tc In March 176c, Peter IIL defirous of feeing Ivan, fet off early in the morning for 
Schluffelburgh, accompanied by Baron Korf, Leff Aiexandrievitch Narifhkin, and Vol- 
kof. He travelled with poft-horfes, and kept his intention fo fecret, that it was noon 
before his uncle Prince George of Holftem was made acquainted w r ith his departure. 
Peter a (Turned the character of an officer; and having (hewn the Governor of Schluffeb 
burgh an order for admiffion, previoufly figned by himfelf, went, with his attendants, to 
the apartment of Prince Ivan, which he found a wretched place, provided vrith the 
meaneft furniture. Iiisclothes were clean and in good condition, but extremely coarfe, 
and he was remarkably neat in his perfom as well as in his linen. He had the appear¬ 
ance of an iacot, and fpoke in a confuted manner. One moment he affirmed that he 
was the Emperor Ivan, and the next, that the foul of thacEmperor, who was no longer 
alive, had migrated into his body. On being atked what induced him to imagine that 
he was an Emperor, he replied, 4 he learnt it from his parents and the foidiers who 
guarded him/ Being queflioned whether he recollefted his parents, he anfwered in 
the affirmative* and then bitterly lamented, that the Emprefs Elizabeth had always kept 
them, as v/ell as himfelf, in a wretched ftate ; adding, he well remembered that he and 
they were formerly under the care of an officer, who was the only perlon that had ever 
ftiewn them any tendernefs or humanity. Korf inffanriy demanding, whether he ftill 
fhould know this officer, 6 1 could not recolleft him at prefect/ anfwered Ivan, as it 
is fo long ago fmee I faw him, and I was then a child, but his name I have not forgot¬ 
ten, it is Korf/ The General was greatly affected. Ivan had heard of the Great Duke 
and his wife*; and as he repeatedly fafd that he hoped again to be E mperor, he was afkcd 
in what maimer he would then behave to them ; 1 I would have them both executed/ 
returned the Prince, Peter was much ftiocked; he determined, however f, to order 
the conftrudHon of a fmall houfe imthe fort refs for the unhappy pri Toner, and pro po fed 
to treat him in a more humane manner. Prince George of Holfkin even advifed Peter 
to reftorc the Prince to liberty, to fend him into Germany, together with his father, 
Anihony Ulric, and the reff of his family, and allow them a handfome penfion; but 
the Emperor did not feem to approve the advice J/* 

To this curious account 1 am enabled to add an authentic anecdote. Peter had not 
been long with Ivan before he became difpirited and fuddenly indifpofed; he accord¬ 
ingly quitted the room, and went out into the air. 44 I feel myfelf now/* laid he, to 

* Namely, Peter and Catharine. 

f We may collet from thefe expredion^ that Bufching fuppofed the houfe within the fmall fortrefs to 
have been canftructed for Ivan, and not for the Emprefs ; but he was probably unacquainted with the dr- 
cuKiftance, that I van was removed to Kexholm the beginning of June ; this removal was perhaps occafioned 
by the defign whidi the Emperor had formed, of confining the Emprefs in the fortrefs of bchluftelburgh. 
When Peter vifited ScUulT^puvgh the fhell of the houfe was nearly fimfhed. 

J See Gtfchichte dea Ruffifchen Kayfers Johann, des Britten. Buf. H. M. VI. p* 530, & feq. ^ 
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one of his fuite, “ much refrefhed ; I was indeed, exceedingly (hocked, and very near 
fainting.” Me then returned into the apartment, and renewed his converfation with 
Ivan, with whom he Ilaid near an hour. 

Peter, it is laid, propofed to releafe Ivan from his imprisonment; and as he had con¬ 
ceived an idea that, perhaps, policy had induced the Prince to counterfeit idiotifm, for 
the purpofc of difeovering the truth, he ordered a confidential'perfon * to remain for 
fonie days in Ivan’s apartment. This perfon foon perceived that his behaviour was not 
the effi'tt of diflitnulation ; he at times talked wildly, as if he was really difordered in his 
uncle r Handing ; and frequently with raptures aliened, that the angel Gabriel appeared 
to him in yifions, and brought him revelations from heaven. Being afked by this per¬ 
fon, why he imagined that he had once been Emperor, he replied, “I was told fo by 
one of my guards, who looking ftedfaftly at me, burft fuddenly into tears; on my de¬ 
manding the reafon, he informed me, that he, as well as the whole nation, had formerly 
taken the oath of allegiance to me as Emperor; and he then gave me the account of 
my dethronement, and of the accefiion of Elizabeth.” 

Peter, fully convinced that Ivan’s underflanding was difordered, foon relinquifhed all 
thoughts of releafmg him; and afterwards ordered him to be lent by water to Kexholm, 
a fortrefs fituated in a fmall ifland where the Voxen flows into the lake of Ladoga. He 
was conveyed acrofs that lake in a fmall open boat to a galliot, which lay at anchor to 
receive him at fome diftance from Schluffelburgh. The wind-being boifterous, and the 
water extremely agitated, he at firlt trembled with fear, but in a (port time became com- 
pofed, although there arofea violent (form, which the watermen could fcarcely weather. 
The waves indeed ran fo high, that the boat was overfet, and the Prince was not faved 
■without the greateft difficulty. In the month of Auguft, Ivan was again removed from 
the fortrefs of Kexholm to that of Schluffelburgh, by order of the Emprefs Catharine. 
The carriage in which he was conduced breaking down near the village of Schluffel- 
feurgh, he was let through the palace covered with a cloak, and thus fettled again in his 
former habitation j. 

This unhappy ftate-prifoner was detained in the fame fortrefs until his deceafe, the 
morning of the 5th \ of July, 1764. Two officers. Captain Vlafief and Lieutenant 
Tchekin, were appointed for his guard, and Rationed in his apartment. In the fortrefs 
was a company, confiding of near an hundred foldiers, of whom eight or ten Hood cen- 
tinel in the corridore dole to the door of his room, and within the paffage leading to it j 
the reft were polled in the guard houfe, at the gate, and in different parts of the for¬ 
trefs, under the command of the Governor. At that time the regiment of Smolenlko 
was quartered in the village of Schluffelburgh, and every week an hundred men relieved 
the guard in the fortrefs. Vaffili Mirovitch, an under-lieutenant in this regiment, by 
attempting to releafe Ivan, was the caufe of his death. He was grandfon of the rebel 
of the fame name, who followed Mazeppa Hetman of the Coffacs, when he revolted 
from Peter the Great, -and joined Charles XII. in his ill-concerted expedition into the 
Ukraine. Mirovitch had applied to the Emprefs to reftorc the eftates of his grand¬ 
father, which had been con bleated after the battle of Pultava j but meeting with a re- 
fufal, as well in this as in other applications, he formed the defperate refolution of de¬ 
livering Ivan, and replacing him on the throne. Being, however, without fortune or 
connexions, the means he was enabled to adopt were inadequate to the ralhnefs of the 
enterprize. 

* Volkofj who was afterwards governor of Petcrfburgh, 

0 Thefc two curious ciraitniiancea I received froat BcrednikofF lumfclf. 

tO. S. 16th N. S* 
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A few months before the purpofed time of executing this daring enterprize, he com¬ 
municated it at Cafan to Apollon XJfliakof, a lieutenant in the regiment of Veliki-Luki. 
Thefc two affociates repaired to the church of the Virgin Mary, where they took an 
oath of fecrecy and fidelity on the altar, and mixing fanaticifm with treafon, invoked 
the Almighty to affift and fanftify their defigns. They alfo joined in drawing up a 
manifefto, which they purpofed to diftribu-te asfoon as Ivan fliould be reftored to liberty. 
The execution of this enterprize was delayed until fummer, when the limp refs was ex¬ 
pected to be abfent from the capital on an expedition into Livonia. Soon afterwards 
Mirovitch joined his regiment, which was quartered at Scbluffelburgh ; but his confe¬ 
derate Ulhakof was accidentally drowned, on the 29th of March, in his journey to 
Smoleniko. 

Mirovitch, deprived of his aflociate, does not appear to have found any other perfon 
in whom he could repofe equal confidence. He founded, however, Tikon Cafatkin, a 
fervant of the court; and artfully endeavoured to infufe into his mind rebellious prin¬ 
ciples, in order to make him, at a proper feafon, the inflrument of his p'urpofes. But 
he was fomewhat more explicit with Simeon Tchevaridfef, lieutenant in the corps of 
artillery, to whom he communicated, firft by dark and obfcure hints, and then in fome¬ 
what plainer terms, a defign of releafing Ivan, and of conducting him to that corps fta- 
tioned at Peterfburgh. But he mentioned it merely as a project, without fixing any 
precife time for attempting it, or naming himfelf as the perfon who would dare to un¬ 
dertake it. 

With fo little management, and no precaution in cafe of failure, did Mirovitch refolve 
to carry his defign into execution; but he was upon duty during a whole week in the 
fortrefs, without finding a favourable opportunity. He obferved, however, and fet a 
private mark on the door of Ivan's apartment, and fliewed it to Simeon Tchevaridfef, 
who came from Peterfburgh to vifit him. At the clofe of the week his turn expired ; 
but he obtained, under feme fpecious pretence, the permiffion of being continued on 
guard on the evening of the 4th of July*. He did not, however, previoufly gain more 
than one commoin foldier, whofe name was Jacob Pifkof. It was not till about ten at 
night that he firft hinted his intention to three corporals and two foldiers, who, though 
they at firft pofidvely refufed to join him, yet, by the affiftance of Pifkof, and by his own 
artful perfuafions, were at length prevailed upon to favour his defigns; but could not 
be induced to aft with that determined refolution which the circumftances required. On 
the contrary, they continued wavering, and alarmed with the danger, propofed to defer 
the enterprize until a more convenient opportunity. Mirovitch at firft artfully appeared 
to yield to their fears; but between one and two in the morning he fuddenly renewed 
his folicitaiions; when, incapable of refitting his plaufible manner, the diftribution he 
made among them of foine money, the promife of more, the expectation of great pro¬ 
motion, and his authority, as commanding officer, they were induced to fecond his 
attempt. 

Having thus fecured fix affiftants, he fummoned about forty of the foldiers ftationed 
m that part of the fortrefs, fome of whom were afleep, and others upon guard } and 
under pretence of an order from the Emprefs, commanded them to load their pieces 
with ball, and to follow him j and before they were aware of his intention, led them 
towards the apartment of Ivan. In his way he was met by Berednikot the governor. 
This officer had retired to reft, but being alarmed by one of the guards, haftily dreffed 
himfelf, and accofting Mirovitch, commanded him to declare the caufe of the difturbance. 


* ijtli, o. s. 

5 H 2 


Mirovitch 


COXE-’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


788 

Mirovitch returned no anfwer, but linking him on the forehead with the butt-end of 
his mulket, delivered him a prifoner to fame of his party, and with the remainder ad¬ 
vanced to a wooden gate, which guarded the paflage leading to the Prince’s apartment. 
He demanded admittance; but meeting with a refufal from the centinels, ordered bis 
followers to difcharge their muikets and force their way ; they obeyed, and the centi- 
ne!s returned the fire. The foldiers, deceived by Mirovitch, had expected no oppofi- 
tion ; fur prized, therefore, and alarmed at the refi (lance of the centioels, they retired 
with precipitation, notwithftanding all the efforts of their leader, and infilled on leeing 
the.order of the Emprefs. Mirovitch immediately read to them a paper *, which he 
had forged, at the bottom of which he had counterfeited the imperial fignature; and as 
it was no difficult matter to deceive ignorant men, few of whom could read, he pre¬ 
vailed upon them by entreaties, promifes, and threats, to make a i'econd attempt. Dur¬ 
ing this Ihort interval, a cannon was drawn from one of the baflions, which Mirovitch 
himfelf pointed again(l the paffage leading to the Prince’s apartment, when the door was 
fuddenly opened, and the whole party fullered to enter without oppofition. 

On the firft attempt of Mirovitch, Vlafief and Tchekin had difperfed the a (Tail ants 
by ordering the centinels to fire; but when they returned, and Mirovitch, with his 
cannon pointed, feemed determined to force his way, the officers, finding no poffibility 
of further reftftance, attacked with their drawn fwords the unfortunate object of this 
contefl, who had been awakened by the tumult, and hadPffarted out of bed. The 
Prince, though without any weapon, and alrnoll naked, yet, animated with defpair, 
made a vigorous defence; he parried their repeated thrufts; and, though pierced 
through the hand, broke one of their fwords, until overpowered and dabbed in feverat 
places, he was difpatched by a wpund in the back. The officers immediately threw 
open the door, and, pointing to the body of Ivan, exclaimed, “ Here is your Em- 
’peror!” Mirovitch, beholding the dead body, darted back in an agony of furprize ; 
foon, however, recoilefting himfelf, he made no other attempt; but returned with 
perfeft compofure to the Governor, and delivering up his fword, calmly faid, “ 1 am 
now your prifonerf 

On the following day, the body of Ivan was expofed id a Hurt and a pair of drawers 
before the guard-houfe in the fortrefs, whither an immenle concourfe of people flocked 

* It is difficult, at thte’diftancc of time* to find out the contents of this paper ; but it appeared* from 
the examination of Mirovitch and his affoctates, to have been obfcurtdy diawn up, Ashe affurttd that what 
he read to them tfTued from the Emprefs, he could not lay open his adign of tefeafmg Ivan ; and probably 
the paper contained only an order to lake the Prince.from the entlody of Vla^ef andTehekvn, who might 
be represented as bet raying their mill: this fuppofitiou is conhrmrd by the violent abide which the fold lore, 
on their return to the freond attack, threw out again(t tliefe two olfictfs, Nikita Eebedeh the. next in 
comm ami to Mirovitch, was the only per foil who perceived that the order was counterfeited, and, though 
lie did not aflift Mirovitch, he was afterwards ptimfhed for not difeovering the impoliticn to the mifguidrd 
foldiers, 

f Such was the account of this tran faction, which I received from the governor; but I deem it a duty 
to infert a note from the Earl of Buckingliamfhire lo the Earl of Hard wi eke, which relates more circum* 
flantially the behaviour of Mirovitch* 

July 26th, 1764* 

4t The officer then {after having dabbed Ivan) produced tli c body ro the Lieutenant and his foldiers, and 
told them they might umv do with their Emperor whai they thought proper. Mrrvitz carried the corps 
to the foot of the guard, and covered it with the colours, and then, with all his foldiers, proftrattd himfelf 
before it, ami killed the hands \ then taking oft his own gorget, ikfh, and fword, laid them by the body, 
and addrefiing himfelf to the Colonel of KorgalW, who was then arrived, and pointing to the body, told 
him, ‘There is your Emperor, you may do as you pkife. Adverfe fortune has Halted my dvfigm I 
mourn not For my own fate, but for the mifery of my poor fellow foldiers, the innocent vi&ims of my 
undertaking/ He then embraced the under officers* and furrendered himfelf and his fol‘dfcrs* w 
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from all quarters. I was informed by a gentleman *, who was pretant on the ocean on, 
that he found it impoffible to deferibe the animated grief which appeared in the coun¬ 
tenances, attitudes, and expreffions of the people at the fight of a Prince, who had once 
been feated upon the throne, whofe misfortune only, and no crime, had occafnjned 
his imprifonment, and whofe wretched exiftence had been prematurely clofed by the 
hand of violence. The concourfe at tail being fo great as to excite apprehenfions of a 
tumolt, the body was wrapped in a fheep-fhin, put into a coffin, and buried in an an- 
tient chapel of the fortrefs, which is now demolilhed. 

According to the information I received from thofe who had feen the body of Ivan, 
he-was fix feet in height, handfome, and athletic; he had fmall fiery eyes, reddiih 
hair and beard, and a complexion uncommonly fair, though pallid from confinement. 

The Sccpunt of this wild enterprife, and of Ivan’s death was Forwarded to Count 
Panin, together with feveral copies of the manifeflo, found upon Mirovitch, It con¬ 
tained the moil virulent abufe and dreadful imprecations again it the Emprefs, who was 
reprefemed as an ufurper of the throne of which Ivan was the lawful fovereign ; and 
the copie* were to have been difhibuted as loon as the Prince fiiould be refeued and 
■brought to the capital. Caunt Panin difpatched immediate intelligence to the Emprefs 
in Livonia ; who commanded Lieutenant-General Weymar to repair without delay to 
Sc'iiufielburgii. to examine Mirovitch and his aflociates. This information, together 
with the confefficn of Mirovitch and his accomplices, was laid before a committee com- 
pofed of five principal ecclefi allies, the fenate, and of other nobles high in rank and office. 
Mirovitch and bis abettors, being removed to PetevIburgh, were examined at different 
times before this committee, both feperately and together; and the refult of all thefe 
enquiries tended to fltew, that Mirovitch had not been in (ligated to this attempt; but 
had originally contrived the plot, and acted throughout the whole transaction folely 
from hiinfejf. 

During feveral meetings held on this occafion, Mirovitch aftcnilhed the committee 
by his infolent and undaunted behaviour; at laft, however, he was brought in fomc 
meafure to a fenfo of his crime, by the reprefentations of the Archbiffiop of Roltof, and 
four nobles fpcciaily deputed for that pui pofe, and being again exhorted to confefs if 
he had any aflociates, he firmly replied, “ As a man devoted to die, I folemnly declare, 
that my confeffion contains all I know. I call upon the Almighty to witnefs the truth 
of this affertion, and denounce his fevereft vengeance upon me in the next world, if I 
have mifreprefejccted any circuinltance, or concealed any accomplice.” Being convicted 
of high treafon, he was condemned to lofe his head ; and the body, together with the 
fcaffold upon which he was to fuffer, were ordered to be burnt upon the fpot. The 
fentence was performed on the 26th of September, in the city of Peterfburgb. Miro- 
vitch walked to the place of execution along the ftreets, through an innumerable con- 
courfe of people, with an unconcerned air, and Heady countenance. Having mounted 
the fcaffold, he call his eyes around him with a look of indifference, then croffed liim- 
feif, and without uttering a fmgle word f, laid down his head upon the block, and it 
was fevered from his body at one ftroke. 

Mirovitch alone fuffered capitally ; his abettors were fubjected to different penalties, 
according to the degrees of their guilt. Pifkof, who was the molt criminal, was fen- 
tcnced to run the gauntlet twelve times through a line of a thoufand men, and his five 
aflociates ten times; they were then condemned for life to hard labour and inlprifon- 

* Mr. Lieman. 

■} It may not be improper torero ark, that Mirovitch was not gagged, as has been fatfely affected. 
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inent; a fentence heavier than death itfelf. It is needlefs to difcrimtnate the penalties 
impofed upon the others, which confifted chiefly in the gauntlet, in degradation, and in 
condemnation to ferve in diftantgarrifons. It will befuffictent to obferve, that fifty-five 
delinquents were involved in the guilt of Mirovitch : to thefe mud be added Cafatkin 
and Tchevaridfef, who were convicted of holding treafonable conventions with him ; 
and Nikita Lebedef, who was ptmifhed for not having undeceived the foldiers, by ex- 
pofing thefalfity of the order forged by Mirovitch. 

Such are the principal fafts which I was able to colle£t refpeeling the life and death 
of Ivan; and 1 have endeavoured to ftate them with perfett impartiality* The fame 
regard to truth prevents me from concealing reports induftrioufly circulated, that the 
court not only connived at, but even encouraged the attempt of Mirovitch. i The ac- 
cufation is thus dated. Orders were previoufly given to Vteftef and Tchekin to deflroy 
Ivan, if any attempt to releafe him Ihould be likely to fucceed, and for the purpofe 
of furnifliing them with a pretence for difpatchhig him, Mirovitch was privately inlli- 
*gated to form a confptracy in his favour. In fupport of this acculation it is urged : 
i. In the attack of Mirovitch and his party on the guards of Ivan, not one perfon on 
each fide was either killed or wounded, a* The condu£t of Mirovitch on the failure 
of his projeft; his daring behaviour under his trial, and his calm compofure at the place 
of execution, are nor, on any other fuppoficion, to be accounted for. 3, Orders 
were given to Vlafiefand Tchekin for putting Ivan to death ; and they were promoted 
for executing thofe orders. 

1. With refpeft to the firfi aflertioft, we may readily allow the faff to have been 
very extraordinary, but by no means improbable. It is a well-known circumflance, that 
in the outfkirts of an army large bodies of light troops frequently approach clofe to 
each other, and fire without eftedt. And if this frequently happens in the day-time, 
the probability is (till further increafed, when we coniider that the rencounter in quef- 
tion happened at two in the morning, and in the midfl: of a thick fog*. Nor is it extra¬ 
ordinary that the centinels of Ivan, who were but few, and fome of thefe few flickered 
in the pafiage* and others probably behind the pillars of the corridore, fhould not be 
wounded by the random fliots of the aflailants, wavering in their refoiutions, and un¬ 
certain whether to comply with, or difobey, the orders of their leaden With refpect 
to the party of Mirovitch, the whole number did not attack in a collective body; 
many of them continued at feme diflance 5 and they were all fo alarmed at the unex¬ 
pected return of their fire, that they inftantly difperfed, and probably before all the guards 
had difeharged their mufkets ; and as the guard confided only of eight or ten, as the 
night was dark, and the area large, it cannot be deemed furprifing that they miffed the 
-aflailants. To a perfon who has been upon the fpot, and examined the pofitkm of the 
place, thefe fuppoinions are far from appearing improbable; whereas, on the other 
hand, if we conclude the whole to have been concerted, we muff allow that every in¬ 
dividual, on both tides, was previoufly informed that the attack, as well as defence, 
Ihould be feigned : a cafe in itfelf impoffible, that a defign of fuch importance, and the 
mode of accomplifhing it, fhould be emrufted to fo many, and thofe of no higher rank 

than common foldiers t* ™ 

2. ihe 

* The truth of this circiimftarice has been erroneously called in quell Jon ; for I was informed at Schluf- 
feiburgh, that almoll every morning in fmvimer a fog precedes fun life, which is naturally accounted for 
from the fituattoii of the Aland on which the fertrefs itands, in a maiftiy foil, and clofe to the larged lake 
■in Fvrnpe, 

\ in reply to this argument* it has been faid that the cartridges diftributed to the foldiers on both fides 
were without balls 3 but no authority has ever been adduced in fupport of this a fieri ion. If we could fup- 
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2* * The fecund argument is drawn from the conduct of Mirovitch on the death of 
Ivan, during his trial, and at the place or execution. In regard to his behaviour on 
the death of Ivan, it is objected, that, inftead of attempting to make any refiftance, he 
calmly, and of his own accord, delivered himfelf a prifoner. To this it may be an- 
fwered, that he had founded all his hopes of fuccefs on obtaining poilefiion of 1 van's 
perfon \ the moment, therefore, that thofe hopes were fmflrated by the death of the 
Prince, his fate was decided. He had great difficulty in perfuading the foldiers to 
make the fecond attack, when the Prince was alive ; what affi fiance, therefore, could 
be expefted from them when they knew that he was dead ? They had no other ob¬ 
ject than to releafe Ivan, and had even been unwillingly hurried on to favour that at¬ 
tempt. Could Mirovitch fuppofe that they would defperately affift him in attacking the 
officers, and in forcing an efcape ? And indeed whither could he efcape ? lie could 
neither conceal himfelf in the fortrefs ; nor could he eafily withdraw from the ill and. 
He had, therefore, no other alternative than felf-deftruftion, or an immediate furrender. 
His preference of a furrender may be attributed to impulfe of the moment, or rather 
perhaps to the cool intrepidity of his charafter. He had ventured his life and fortunes 
upon one riik of extreme hazard, and when that failed him, he knew and was prepared 
for the word, and fullenly refigned himfelf to his fate* But after all, it is too much to 
expedt that we fhould juftify the conduct of an enthufiafl, in the moment of difappoint- 
nient and delpair, on the principles of found judgment and deliberate reafon*. 

His daring infolence before the committee, and his calm indifference at the place of 
execution, are, it is alleged, not to be accounted for, but on the fiippofition that he 
either endeavoured to prevent the idea of collufion, or becaufe he was fecure of pardon. 
It is furmifed, therefore, that he was only to lay down his head on the block, and a 
reprieve was to be ready at the place of execution. To this I briefly anfwer, that it is 
not to be conceived by what pro miles a man could poffibly be perfuaded to hazard 
himfelf in fo critical a ftate* What could induce him to rilk his life under a momen¬ 
tary ftroke, to be given or fufpended by a power interefted in his definition ? For the 
dead betray nothing; and his death would preclude all difeovery offo infamous a Iran- 
faction. And thefe ffrange fuppofitions are advanced, as if no rebel was ever un- 


pofe that the murder was committed Intentionally, ball-cartridges could not hate been withheld from a 
motive of humanity. 

* I cannot in tills place avoid citing a paflage from an anonymous author, who ftippofea a collufion 
between Mirovitch and the court; “ A pres un fi noble exploit Meljrs. Wlafief et Tchekin jment le 
corps du Prince affaiUne devant la porte r f et par im effet miraeuleux Miroviiz, qui tie cotmojffoit alors h 
Prime Ivan que de nom y le reconnoil dans ce moment pour fon Empereur non oljlant k hr out Hard epaisd* A 
ffrange objection 1 as if, becaufe Mirovitch was not acquainted with ihe perfon of [van, he fhould not know, 
or atleaff believe, the dead body to be his, when the guards cried out, " Here Is your Emperor!” Could 
he conceive ihey had murdered an Innocent perfon, merely with the view of deluding Mm ? And were not 
the doors of the apartment thrown open, and he at full liberty to fearch and fatbfy himfelf? Another 
paflage from the fame author muff be mentioned for its glaring falfity ; 11 Le coup inaitendu le frappa 
tdkmcnt, qti s il temoigne ion repentir et fon affliction a toil tt fa troupe, fe rend prifbiinier j zv de toute fa 
gard? qui etoil complice du mime crime f lui fail qui en eft le chef eft arrets t el hi feul eh eji puniE The reader 
will be able to judge whether the foldiers who zfMed Mirovitch were equally guilty with him ; and whe¬ 
ther he was the only perfon aixefted, and the only perfon pumfluA The author ot the above malevolent 
paragraph did tiot know, perhaps, that, by the laws of Kiifiia, capital penalties are feldom infti&ed ; or 
that the accomplices of Mi ro pitch were fevered y punifhed. Wt may remind him, that even in the rebellion 
of Pugaichef, that irupoflor and four of his principal confederates were the only perfon a who f offered death ; 
the other rebels were knout ed and condemned to bard labour and iirLurifonment. The caufe muff be very 
bad indeed, when Its defenders have recourfe to fuch frivolous objections, and fuch glaring falfehoods, 
fee Pieces coucernant la Mortdu Prince Ivan. 

I 
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daunted during trial $ nor any malefactor every met death with firmnefs and even in¬ 
difference, 

3 • refpecl to the tlvrd argument, which refts on the previous oi'ders to the 

officers VJafief and Tchekiu* their execution of thofe orders, and promotion in confe- 
quence, I clearly and decifively reply, that fuch orders were not peculiar to the guards 
of Ivan; they are always given to thofe who are appointed to fecure ftate-prifoners of 
any conlequence in Ruflia* During the whole reign of Elizabeth, this precaution had 
always been taken; and the orders were renewed whenever the perfons entrulted with 
the care of Ivan were changed. 

But, in fupport of this argument, it is further alleged, that the officers were too pre¬ 
cipitate in difpatching the Prince; they might have conveyed him to fome place of 
greater fecurity, when the confpirators had been reputfed in their fir ft onfet* But whi- 
rher could they convey him ? They could not conceal him in the fort-refs, or remove 
■him from the ifland, There could be no apartment more fecure than that in which he 
was,confined ; and even if they had attempted to remove him, the fhortnefs of the in¬ 
terval between the firll and fecond affault would have prevented them, Thp aflailants 
inflanily returned as foon as the forged order was read to them, and they returned 
with a loaded cannon. It follows, therefore, that the officers and cent fuels found them- 
Pelves incapable of refinance, and that Ivan muff have fallen into the hands of Miro- 
vitcli * they had, therefore, no other alternative than to put him to death. Dreadful 
alternative indeed ! but which they were obliged to embrace, for the preservation of the 
public tranquillity. If they performed their duty in this emergency, the approbation of 
their fovereign, and their lubfequent promotion, were the natural, and I even add, the 
juit consequences. 

But finely the whole condudt of Miroyhch, his affociatioa with UJliakof, their oath of 
fidelity, the violent tnanifefto againft the Eniprefe, together with his treasonable inter- 
epurfs with Cafatkin and Tchevaridfef, are evident proofs that his defign was not feign- 
ed* that it originated from himfelf, and had been planned fome time before an opportu¬ 
nity offered for its execution. To fuppofe that the Empreis had formed the project of 
deltroymg Ivan, that fhe employed Mirovitch as the mfirument, that file fecretly pro- 
mifed him his pardon, that (he fuffered him to go to the place of execution fully fecure 
a reprieve, that fhe there deceived him, that fhe punilhed his affociates, of whofe 
criminality fhe was herfelf the immediate caufe, imply fuch an abfurd complication of 
the bafeft fraud and horrid barbarity, that we ought not to liften to the imputation, 
were it founded even on fome degree of probable conjecture ; 'whereas the arguments 
alleged amount only to mere furmifes and vague fuppofitionsand are totally refuted by 
the moft valid arguments and indifputable teflimony, 

^ i cannot clofe this hiftory without annexing a fliort account of Ivards family. His 
father Anthony Ulric was fon of Ferdinand Albert, by Antpnietta Amelia, filler of 
Chailotte Chriftina, who efpoufed the Tzarovitch Alexey, He was brother of Charles 
Duke of Brunfwick, and of that diftinguiffied general Prince Ferdinand, Anthony 
Uhic was born in 1714, in 1733 was betrothed, on his arrival at Peterfburgh, to the 
Pnncefs Anne of Mccklenburgh, the prefumptive heirefs of the Ruffian throne. He 
ferved in the campaign againft the Turks, under General Mimic, affifted at the fiege of 
Oichakof, and was a true Brunfwick for valour and fpirit of enterprize. On, the 14th 
of July 17393 nuptials with the Princefs Anne were celebrated with great magnifi¬ 
cence, On the day of that ceremony, * c # who would have imagined that their union 
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would one day produce their greateff misfortune ?” and that the Prince was called into 
Ruilia, not to fhare a throne, but a prifon with his contort ? 

The mother of Ivan, Elizabeth Catharine Chriftina, was daughter of Charles Leo¬ 
pold, Duke of Mecklenburgh, by Catharine Ivanofna; fhe was born in 1718, and in 
1731 invited to Peterfburgh by her aunt the Emprefs .Anne. Having embraced the 
Greek religion, the was re-baptized by the name of Anne, and efpoufed in 1739 An¬ 
thony Ulric. Soon after the birth oflvan, fhe was not only excluded from the throne, 
but even from any fhare in the adminiftration of affairs during her ton’s minority, by the 
intrigues of Eiron, who, upon the acceffion of Ivan, was declared regent. Having, by 
the affiftance of Count Munic, arretted Biren, the Princefs Anne alfunied the regency 
and title of Great Duchefs, and was on the point of declaring herfelf Emprefs, when 
Elizabeth feized the reins of government. 

Upon that revolution this illuftrious couple were fucceflively confined at Riga, Dune- 
mund, and Oranienbaum ; from thence they were removed to Solomonfkoi Oftrof, an 
.ifland in the White Sea, and finally, to Kolmogori, a fmall town, fituated in an ifland of 
the Dvina, about forty miles from Archangel. Anne had four children by her hufband 
during their joint imprifonment, and died in child-bed at Kolmogori, in March 174 6. 
Her body was brought to Peterfburgh, and buried in the church of the convent of St. 
Alexander Nevjki, 

Manftein * has well drawn the weak, capricious, and indecifive chara&er of the re¬ 
gent Anne 5 who, with a moderate degree of firmnefs and prudence, might have defeat¬ 
ed the defigns of Elizabeth ; but an anecdote recorded by Bufelling, will perhaps dif- 
play,, in the ftrongeft light, her mild and indolent character. During her confinement 
in the fortrefs of Riga, the Prince of Brunfwick frequently blamed her for having dif- 
regarded the information fhe daily received concerning the attempts of the oppofite 
party: once in particular he vehemently reproached her for rejecting his advice to ar- 
reft Elizabeth, adding, “ had that advice been followed, you and your family would 
not have been involved in your prefent misfortunes.” “ It may be fo,” returned the 
Princefs with great indifference; “ but I fhall never repent of my conduct j and 
it is better as it is, than to have preferved our fovereignty by fhedding a deluge of 
blood 

Befides Ivan, fhe left four children, two Tons, and as many daughters, who were con¬ 
fined with their father at Kolmogori. 

Anthony Ulric died in 1776, in the thirty-fifth year of his imprifonment, and in the 
fixty-third of his age. He had been lohg afflifted with the gout, and a year before his 
death was totally blind. 

The placq of their confinement at Kolmogori was the bifhop’s ancient palace and 
garden; feparated on one fide from the cathedral by a high wall, and on the other 
furrounded by paiiiadoes Within the enclofure, near the entrance, was a barrack 
for the foldiers who guarded them, commanded by a lieutenant and three inferior offi¬ 
cers. Another guard, commanded by lieutenant Karikin, was ttationed in the epifeo- 
pal palace, in which the illuttrious prifoners were confined j thefe two guards had no 
■communication with each other. 

* Memoirs, p g 16. 

f Buf. Hift*. Mag. voi. up .32. Bafchmg-bad this anecdote fwm 2 favourite maid of honour who at¬ 
tended the regent in her confinement* 

1 Bufching's Hift, Mag. vol. sxiu p. 418, 
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The governor of Archangel kept the keys of the gates, and without his perm'(Turn no 
one, not even the phyficiau, if they were indifpofed, could venture to vifit them. From 
the windows of their houfe they were able to defery, towards the fouth-eaft, a fmall 
turn of the river Dvina, and towards the fouth-weft, the high mad leading to Sr. Pe- 
terfburgh. They inhabited the apartments on the ground-floor, which lead by a fmall 
flight of Heps into a garden, planted with a few. birch, and containing a muddy fifli- 
poiid, furrounded with avenues of trees. In this fifh-pond floated an old and crazy 
boat/ They had the ufe of an old-fafhioned coach, drawn by fix horfes, and attended 
by the foldiers, in which they could drive backwards and forwards along an alley about 
a quarter of a mile within the enclolure. 

Thefe illuftrious prifoners, whofe birth entitled them to a better fate, faw no other 
perfons but their attendants; had no other amufement than to play at whift or ombre, 
and dared not read any thing but books of prayer in the Ruffian language. 

Godovin, governor of Archangel, under whofe infpeSion they remained feventeen 
years, treated them with great negleft. He fuffered the houfe and garden to fall into 
decay, furnilhed an indifferent table, and gave no account of the money allotted for 
their fupport. But in 1779 they experienced a more favourable change of circura- 
ftances. Melgunef being difpatched by the Emprefs to divide the province of Arch, 
angel into two governments, vifited the prifoners, and was moved with companion at 
their forlorn filiation. By his advice the youngeft Princefs Elizabeth wrote to the 
Emprefs, in an artlefs and pathetic manner, and laid before Her Majefty an account of 
their deplorable fituaiion. Catharine, greatly aflHled at the perul'al, reftored them 
to liberty, and placed them under the proteftion of the Queen-Dowager of Den- 

ma By her order, Melgunef prepared every thing for their departure; and at two 
o’clock in the morning, on the 27th of June 1779, releafed them from the prifon* 
houfe, and accompanied them to Archangel. On their arrival in the fortrefs, he in¬ 
formed them of the Einprefs’s gracious intentions to fend them into Denmark. This 
unexpected news at firft filled them with apprehenfions; they mi ft ruffed feme hidden 
danger, and expreffed a defire to remain at Kolmogori with the enjoyment of more li¬ 
berty. But when Melgunef affured them, in the ftrongeft terms, of the goodnefs of 
the Emprefs, delivered to them a valuable prefent of clothes, plate, and diamonds, and 
informed them, that they would be placed under the proteftion of the Queen-Dowager 
of Denmark, their aunt, they burft into tears, and falling upon their knees, exprefied 
the warmeft gratitude for this unexpected favour, and offered up prayers to Heaven for 
their kind benefa&refs. 

On the 30th of June they went on board the frigate prepared for their voyage, fet 
fail on the following night, and after a paffage of three months, and being expofed to a 
violent tempeff, reached Berghen in Norway, There they embarked on board a Danilh 
veffel, and landed at Flatftrand, on the coaft of Jutland. Being conveyed to Aalberg, 
they remained five days with the governor, Count Often *, and from thence pro¬ 
ceeded by cafy journies, and fixed their refidence at Horfens, a town of Jutland, 
fituated at the extremity of a bay of the Baltic, a few miles from the frontiers of 

S ^In my fecondtour to the North, in 1784, I purfued my travels to Horfens, from a 
defire to pay my refpefts to thefe illuftrious perfonages. On our arrival we waited on 

* I received thefe particulars from Count Often himfdf, whom I met at Copenhagen. 

the 
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the principal officer attendant on the Ruffian Princes, and requefted to have the honour 
of being presented. We received a favourable anfwer; but when we expected our re- 
queft to be complied with, we were put off with various excufes. We did not know, 
until we were informed by Mr. Guldberg, whom we had the honour of feeing at Aar* 
huus, that by fpecial orders from the court of Denmark no foreigners were prefen ted to 
them. They were only accompanied by a Ruffian lady, and a Dried and his wife# From 
their ignorance of any language but the Ruffian, and theirinability to converfe with 
moff of thefe who were placed about them, on their firft arrival at Horfens they ap¬ 
peared even to regret their prifon at Kolmogori. But they were foon reconciled, and 
became quite delighted with the change in their fituation. 

They are ftill a kind of flate prifoners, though, in compariftm with their former fixa¬ 
tion, they may belaid to enjoy perfect liberty. They never go out without attendants, 
and have not yet been permitted to vifit any family in the town, ihe gates of their 
houfe or palace, as it is called, are carefully clofed in winter at ten, and in i'ummer at 
eleven# They anmfe them Pelves with reading, playing at billiards, cards, riding, and 
walking; they walk much about the town, and in the environs, and drive out in car¬ 
riages. The princes often ride, particularly Alexey, who is fond of that exercife, and 
is laid to be expert. They not unfrequenrly pay vifits in the country, and dine with; 
the neighbouring families# 

Thenames of thefe defendants of the imperial family are Catharine, born July 26y 
1741, Peter, born March 31, 1745* Alexey, born March 7, 1746? °f whom Anne 
died in childbed. This prince is fince dead. Elizabeth, the youngefl filter, was 
a woman of high fpirit and elegant manners. On being releafed, ihe wrote a letter of 
thanks to the Emprefs, fo well expreffed as to excite admiration. Her father is faid to 
have mftmfted her; but ihe likewife obtained confiderable information from feveral 
officers who were her guards, and whom (lie conciliated by her captivating manners. 
On her arrival at Horfens ihe poiTeffed portraits of her father and mother, and had even 
contrived to procure a rouble of her brother Ivm (truck in his fhort reign. She alone 
of her brothers and fitters could fpeak a little German, and lerved as an interpreter 
between them and Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, who more than once vifited his ne¬ 
phews and nieces. She is reported to have died of chagrin; but, as far as I could 
collett, her death was occafioned by a violent fever, which was loon attended with a. 
delirium, and hurried her to the grave on the fifteenth day of her illnefs* 

But though we were unruccefsful in our attempt to be prefented,.we did not quit 
Horfens without feeing their perform as on the day after our arrival there was a great 
fair, and many people were affembled in the market-place, the Princes frequently apf* 
peared at the windows of their palace* The Princefs feemed pale and thin, the Princes. 
were about the middle fize, fair complexioned, with ftrong features,, light hair, and ex* 
preffive eyes. 

As I beheld thefe augutt defendants of the Tsar Ivan, I felt extreme fatisfaffion, in - 
receding that they were enlarged from the precin£ls of a Rufhan prifon \ and admired 
the humanity and magnanimity of Catharine the Second, who, above the fufpicions 
of ftate-jealoufy, releafed from a long confinement perfons whofe parents had died in 
prifon, whofe brother had once filled the Ruffian throne* and clofed his unfortunate life 
by the hand of violence# 

Having had frequent occanon to mention Count Mimic, I fball here throw together 
a few anedotes of that extraordinary man, who enjoyed the favour of five fove- 
rdgns, who attained, at one period of his life, the higfteft honours, and at another was > 

^ 1 2 doomed. 
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doomed to a rigorous confinement of twenty years, which he full anted with an unbroken 
fpirit *. 

Count Burchard Chriflopher Munic, fon of a Danifli officer, was born at New-Hun- 
torf, in the county of Oldenburgh, on the 9 th of May 1683. He received an excellent 
education, and, in the feventeenth year of his age, entered into the fervice of the Land¬ 
grave of Hefl’e-Darm(ladt, who, on account of his knowledge in tactics, conferred on 
him the rank of captain.*’He ferved his fir ft campaign in 1701, when the Emperor 
Jofeph commanded againfl the French, and was prefent at the fiege of Landaw. In 
1705 he was employed as a major by the Landgrave of HefFe-GaiTel, and improved 
himfelf in the art of war under the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene. He 
diftinguifiied himfelf for his cool intrepidity in feveral engagements and fieges, and par¬ 
ticularly at the battle of Malplaquet, when, in recompence for his bravery, he was made 
lieutenant colonel. Being, in 1712, dangeroufly wounded at the battle of Deiiain, he 
was taken prifoner by the French, and foon after his releafe in the enfuing year, raifed 
to the command of a regiment. 

In 1716 he quitted the Heffian, and entered into the Polifh fervice under Auguf- 
tus IIand was foon promoted to the rank of major general; but, in 1721, being in¬ 
tuited by Count Fleming, the King’s favourite, he went into Ruffia, and was received 
in the moft honourable manner by Peter. Being charged by that great monarch with 
the execution of feveral important trufts, both civil and military, he fucceflively filled 
the higheft ports in the army and ftate. He was created marlhal by the Emprefs Anne, 
and placed at the head of the war department j he obtained the command of the army 
againlt the Turks, and proved his military talents by his fucceffes in the campaigns of 
1737 and 1738. 

Soon after the death of the Emprefs, he advifed, planned, and executed the arreft of 
Biren, and was rewarded by the regent Anne with the office of prime mini Iter. But as 
he was difcontented at not being appointed generaliflimo, and as his power and am¬ 
bition gave umbrage to the court, he requefted permiffion to refign his employments, 
and was aftonilhed at the readinefs with which his requeft was granted. Inftead of re¬ 
pairing to the Pruffian court, to which he was rtrongly invited, he imprudently remained 
in Ruffia, flattering himfelf with the hopes of being re-inftated in his former dignity, 
and was arretted on the 6th of December 1741, by order of Elizabeth. The oftenfible 
reafon of his difgrace was, that he had perfuaded the Emprefs Anne to nominate Ivan 
her fucceflor; but the real caufe, as I was informed by a perfon of veracity, who re¬ 
ceived it from Count Munic himfelf, was that, by prder of that Emprefs, he had taken 
into cuftody one of Elizabeth’s favourites. 

Munic was brought before a committee appointed to examine the ftate prifoners. 
Being fatigued with repeated queltions, and perceiving the determination of his judges 
to find him guilty, he laid to them, “ Dictate the anfwers which you wifh me to make, 
and I will fign them.” The judges immediately wrote down a confeffion of feveral 
charges, which being fubfcribed by Munic, his mock trial was concluded. Being thus 
convifted of high treafon, he was condemned to be quartered, but his fentence was 
changed by Elizabeth to perpetual imprifonment. For the fpace of twenty years he 
was confined atPelim in Siberia, in an oftrog, or prifon, of which, according to Manftein, 

* I have chiefiy extracted this account from the Life of Count Munic, by Bufching, who was intimately 
acquainted with him ; I have been enabled id add a few anecdotes* which I obtained from unqueflionable 
authority. See Lebens Gdchichte Burchard Cbriftophs von Mucnicb. In Buf. Hifh Mag. III. p. 3S9 
to 536* 
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he had himfelf drawn the plan for the reception of Biren. It was an area enclofed with 
high palifadoes, about one hundred and feventy feet fquare, within which was a wooden 
houfe, inhabited by himfelf, his wife, and a few fervants, and a finall garden, which he cul¬ 
tivated with his own hands. He received a daily allowance of 12s. for the maintenance 
of himfelf, his wife, and domeftics; which little pittance he increafed by keeping cows, 
and felling part of their milk, and by occafionally inftrufling youth in geometry aud 
engineering. He behaved, during his long confinement with the utmoll refignation, 
tranquillity, and even cheerfulnefs. He was accuilomed every day at dinner to drink 
to his wife, “ a happy return to Peterfburgh.” He had prayers twice'a day, from eleven 
to twelve in the morning, and from fix to feven in the evening ; they were read in the 
German tongue by his chaplain Martens, who dying in 1749, the Count himfelf after¬ 
wards performed the fervlce. Befide the culture of his garden, and the hours he paffed 
in giving inftruftion, he found fufficient leifure for compofing hymns; for tranflating 
feveral pfalins and prayers into German verfe; and for writing a treadle on the art of 
war, which he propoi’ed, if releafed from his confinement, to prefent to the King of 
Prullia. In the lad year of his imprifonment, a centinel informing again!! Munic’s fer- 
vants for fupplying him with pens and paper, the Count, in order to prevent difeovery, 
was obliged to deltroy all his writings, the amufements and labour of lb many folitary 
years. 

He had always fopported himfelf with the expectation of recovering his liberty at the 
accefiion of Peter the Third; but he was no fooner informed of that event, than, with 
the agitation natural to a perfon in his date, he began to dread that his expectation was 
ill founded. He fuffered, during feveral weeks, the molt alarming anxiety, perpetually 
fluctuated between hope and fear, and often declared that thefe few weeks appeared to 
him much longer than all the former years of his confinement. At length, on the 
morning of the 1 ith of February 1762, the long-expefted meffenger arrived from Pe- 
terlburgh with the order for his releafe. Munic, who happened to be engaged in his 
prayers, did not perceive him, and his wife made figns to the meffenger not to diiturb 
her hufband. Being informed of his recall, he was fo affeCted as to faint away ; but 
foon recovering, he fell down upon his knees, and, in the molt fervent manner, offered 
up his thanks for this change in his fituation. On the 19th he departed from Pelim, 
and on the 24th of March arrived at Peterfburgh, in the fame fheeplkin drefs which he 
had worn in his prifon. On the 31ft he was admitted to an audience by the Empe¬ 
ror*: Peter, after hanging round his neck the order of St. Andrew, and reflorin g him to 
his antient rank, faid to him, “ I hope that your advanced age will ftill permit you to 
ferve me.”—“ Since Your Majefty,” replied the Count at the conclufion of a long 
ipeech, “ has raifed me from darknefs into light, and recalled me from Siberia to prof* 

* An account of his firft appearance at court is contained in a letter from Mr. Keith to the Earl of Bute, 
dated April 7/15, 1762. 

« Mar/hal Mimic was prefented to the Emperor laft Sunday morning, and in the evening the Duke pf 
Courland and lie appeared together at court with their ribbands, and were both treated by His Imperial 
Majefty with great marks of diftinCtiun. It was really an affefling feene to fee thofe two refpeitable per¬ 
iods, after having furvived fo long a courfe of misfortunes, appear again, at their age, at a court where 
they bad formerly madefo great a figure, and to fee them, that being their firft interview, converfe together 
with great civility, and without any appearance of that animofity and jealouly, which had drawn all their 
unbappinefs upon them. The Duke of Courland’s two foils are both made major generals, and Count 
Munic is declared firft veldt marfhal. Prince George of Holftein having, in a very handfomc manner, quitted 
the pns to him. The Emperor, to compliment him, gave for the parole that evening, Vive h premier veldt 
marfhal ds Rujfte. The Duke of Courland is in the feventy-fecond year of his age, and Count Munic in the 
feventy-ninth of his. 
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Irate my felf before your throne, I /hall always be mo ft willing to espofe my life in your 
fervice. Neither a long bam/liment from the throne of Majefty, nor the climate of Si¬ 
beria, have been able to damp, in the lmalleft degree, that fire which formerly /hone 
with fuch lufire for the interefls of the Ruffian empire, and the glory of its fovereign.” 

Munic enjoyed the favour and protection of Peter and Catharine, and died on the 
16th of October, 1767, in the eighty-fifth year of his age. 

Chap. XV. — Jmpqftors who ajfumed the Name of Peter the Third, particularly Pugatchef. 
—His Origin and Hijiory. State of the Ruffian Sectaries^ and the Mutiny of the Cojfacz 
of Taitft favour his Rebellion.-—He ajfumes the Char after of Peter the Third. — Cc!lefts 
an irregular army.—His Progrcfs. — Barbarity.—Weaknafs and lll-cmduft.—Repeated 
Defeats, and ERapes, fubfeqticnt Appearance.—Finally routed.—Betrayed by his Adber- 
ents.—Executed at Mofcow. 

ALTHOUGH the body of Peter III. was expo fed to public view in the convent of 
Alexander Nev/ki; yet feveral impofiors ftarted up in the diftant regions of the Ruf¬ 
fian empire, and palled for that monarch. 

The firft was a fhoe-maker of Voronetz, who appeared under the name of Peter, a 
few years before the rebellion of Pugatchef; but he was foon taken and executed. 

The feeond was a deferier from the regiment of Orlof: his name was Tchernichef, 
and he rofe in 1770, in the fmall village of Kopcnka on the frontiers of Crini Tartary, 
as a corps of troops was marching through that place. Some dilfeiiting prie/ts, having 
fuborned a number of followers, raifed him upon the altar of the church, and were pre¬ 
paring to acknowledge him ; but the colonel of tne regiment repairing to the church 
at the head of a ftrong guard, took him from the altar, and led him to immediate 
execution. 

A third was a peafant belonging to the Vorontzof family, who deferting from his 
village, engaged as a common Coflac among tho/e who are fettled upon the Volga at 
Dubofka. A body of thefe Coflacs marching in the fpring of 1772, from Tzarifzm to 
join the Ruffian army, he aflembled them in a fmall poft-houfe fituated in the lonely 
defert between the Don and the Volga, and declared himfelf Peter the Third. Having 
perfuaded them to falute him Emperor, and take the oath of allegiance, he appointed 
feveral officers of ftate. A few hours after this tranfaction, the commander of the troop 
unexpectedly arriving, confounded the lbldiers by his prefence, feized the impoflov by 
the hair, and with the affiftance of the aftoni/hed Coffaes, bound and conducted him a 
prifoner to Tzaritzin. During hi? trial the inhabitants, excited by felfe reports of his 
followers, rofe in his favour, and were not without great .difficulty difperfed by the 
commander Colonel Zipletof. The impoftor being conveyed to an i/land of the Volga, 
was knooted to death. 

About the fame time a malefaCtor, who had been tranfported to Irkut/k, made a 
fiinilar attempt, and even gained over an officer who' had a penfion from the crown j 
but his fecret being difeovered, he was alfo put to death. 

Yemelka Pugatchef narrowly efcaped the fame fate at his fir/f appearance. This ex- 
trsordinary man, fon of the Coflac Ivan Pugatchef, was born at Simovei/k, a village on 
the Don. He was a common Coflac in the war again ft the King of Pruffia, and ferved 
likewife during the campaign of 1769 againft the Turks. He was at the fiege of Ben¬ 
der; and on the furrender of the town, demanded his difmiffion, which being refilled, 
he deterted and filed, into Poland : he was there concealed by Tome hermits of the Greek 
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religion, and afterwards fupported himfelf by begging alms in the town of Dubranka. 
From thence he repaired to the colonies in Little Ruffia, and continued among the fec- 
tnries, who are there eftabliffied in great numbers ; but apprehenfive of difcovery, he 
went to the principal fettlement of the Colbies of the river Yaik *, and perfuaded fevered 
to accompany him to Kuban. Being arrefted at Malekof ka for treafonabie converfation, 
he was font for trial to Cafan ; where the indolence of the goveror, and the delays in 
bringing him to juftice, gave him an opportunity of elcaping with a piieft, who privately 
furnUhed him with money for intoxicating the centinels. He then went down the Vol¬ 
ga, and up the river Irghis into the defert; and not long afterwards appeared under the 
character of Peter, at the bead of numerous infurgents. The peculiar circumftances 
which ferved to favour his enterprize were derived from the religious prejudices ol the 
Ruffian diffenters, and the mutiny of the Coflacs of the Yaik. 

The Ruffian diffenters, called by the eftablifhed church Rcfiolniki or feparatifts, dif- 
tinguifh themfclves by the name of Star&yeifli, or old believers. Thefe lef lanes have 
been frequently perfecuted, particularly under Peter I. who compelled them to pay 
double taxes, and wear a badge of diftinaion. Perfecution, however, only tended to 
increafe their numbers; and they are flill numerous in Siberia, and among the Coffacs 
in the government of Orenburgh, where the rebellion of Pugatchef firft broke out. 
They confider the fervice of the eftabliffied church as profane and facrilegious ; they 
have their own priefts and ceremonies ; and Pugatchef artfully availed himfelf of their 
i-elirious opinions, which he profeffed to efpoufe and protect. 

The mutiny of a large body of Coffacs operated no lefs in favour of Pugatchef. The 
Coffacs of the Yaik, ilefcended from thofe of the Don, are a Valiant race, enthufiafts 
for the antieut ritual, and prizing their beards almoft equal to their lives ; they are rich 
from their confiderable fiflieries of iturgeons ; they have alfo acquired a fpirit of inde¬ 
pendence by being fituated in a defert between the Calmucsand the Kirghefe, who are 
continually at variance with each other, and often with the Coflacs themfclves. During 
the war with the Turks in 1771, fome recruits were required of thefe Coffacs for a corps 
of hufiars ; their beards were ordered to be ffiaven; and as they oppofed this infringe¬ 
ment of their liberties, Major-General Traubenberg, a Livonian officer, who was fent at 
the head of a few foldiers to Yaitfk to quell the tumult, imprudently commanded the 
recruits to be publicly fhaven in the mid ft of the town. The inhabitants, irritated by 
this wanton infult, rofe in arms, wounded feveral officers, maffacred the general and the 
chief of the Coffacs, and broke into open rebellion. In fpring, General Freyman forced 
Yaitfk, captured feveral ringleaders of the mutiny, and garrifoned part of his troops in 
the town. Many of the rebels made their efcape, and retiring into the defert, chiefly 
reforted to the marffiy grounds about the lake Kamyfh-Samara, where they derived a 
fubfiftence from fiffiing, and ffiooting wild boars, and were fupplied by their relations 
with bread and provifions. By thefe means this' defperate troop fupported themfelves 
during the fpace of two years, until Pugatchef made his appearance among them. 

On his efcape from prifon, Pugatchef went fecretly to Yaitfk about the middle of 
Auguft. 1773 ; where he gained over a number of followers among the people, who 
were enraged againft the garrifon, and had fhewn a ftrong difpofition to revolt, when a 
report was circulated that a new Emperor was coming ainongfl them ; a report proba¬ 
bly occafioned by the firft appearance of Pugatchef in thefe parts. Obtaining, at Yaitfk, 
intelligence of the late mutiny, he followed the deferters ; and having, in O&ober, 

* In order to cxtingnifti all remembrance of this rebellion, the river Yaik is now called Ural, Yaiiflc, 
Urallk, and the Coffacs of the Yaik, thje Uralian Coffacs. 
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found a large body employed in fifbing, informed them that he was the Emperor, and 
had made his efcape from prifon, where perfons were fuborned to affaffinate him’; he 
added that the r umour of his death was only a fiflion invented by the court, and ’that 
he now threw himfelf under their protection. 

Pugatchcf did not bear tile fmalleft refemblance to Peter; but founded his hopes of 
gaining belief on the diftance from the capital, on the ignorance of the people, on their 
adual infurredion, and above all, on their attachment to their religious prejudices. Few 
arguments being neceffary to win over thefe Cofl'acs, already in a ft ate of rebellion, they 
unanimoufly fainted him Emperor, and offered to facrifice their lives in his defence^ 
Wiih thefe, and other bodies of CofTacs, whom he found equally inclined to follow his 
ftandard, he made his firft expedition to the new Polifh colonies lately eftablifhed on the 
river Irghis; where he gave no proof of Ills fubfequent barbarity, defpoiling the inhabi- 
tams of notliing but arms and horfes. He then prefented himfelf before Yaitfk * and 
after ineffeflually fummoning the governor to furrender, gave orders for an immediate 
aflault. llemg repulfed by the intrepidity of the garrifon. he blockaded the place with 
a view of reducing ir by famine; but his atLempt was fruit rated by the refolution of the 
governor Rendldorf, and the incredible perfeverance of the garrifon, who refufed to ca¬ 
pitulate, although they were fo fir ft lightened for want of provifions, as not only to 
cat their horfes, but even to feed upon leather. This obftinate refiftance protrafted the 
fiege until Ifaftfk was relieved. r 

Pugatchef, baffled in this enterprise, was more fuccefsful in his future operations* 
he led his followers agamft the Colfec colonies of Ilets, affauhed and carried, without 
oppo.mon, the fortrefles of Rafypnaya and Ofernaya, attacked Tatifcheva, where he 
inet with greater refiftance; but as the fortifications were only of wood, he fet fire to 
them, and forced the place* A body of troops fent agamft him from Orenburg, under 
Colonel Bulof, partly through weaknefs, and partly through mifeondud, was over¬ 
powered. Another corps, who in order to join the former, marched from Simbirfk up 
me Samara, under the command of Colonel Tchemichef, arrived too hte. Deceived 
by parties of Pugatcheffollowers, they were drawn into the defiles near Tch ernoret- 
efunife, and fo ffiddenly bdet, that they were incapable of making refiftance. In a ll 
thefe actions, the officers who fell into Pugatchef’s hands, were indifcrimmately maf* 
jacred ; and the common foldiers were either made prifoners, or joined the rebels His 
army being confiderably augmented by thefe fuccefl'es, he ventured to befiecre Oren¬ 
burg, where the governor had not force fufficient to defend the fortifications; and the 
town would have been inevitably taken, had not the garrifon of Krafnagorfk thrown 
themielves into the place by forcing their way through thebefiegers 

The report of Pugatchef^s progrefs being dominated, the Bafchkirs, a people un- 
fettled under the Ruffian government, declared for the importer, and joined him in large 
bodies: their example was followed by many Ruffian colonllts, particularly by the pea- 
fants employed in the mines and founderies of the Uralian mountains *. Thefe forces 
he either employed in the fiege of Orenburg, before which town he fpent part of the 
winter in atts of wantonnefs, drunkennefs, and cruelty, or lent them to colled money 
from the founderies, and to call copper guns, and balls. This winter he received a 
powerful t inforcement by the junction of eleven thoufand Calmuc horfe from the 
neighbourhood ofStauropol, who revolted and killed their commander. Brigadier Ve<*- 
he^ak. Strengthened by thefe acceflions, his troops roved over the whole mountainous 
diftna of Orenburg!!, where only the fmaU town of Upha made the leaft refiftance 


The Uralian mountains abound in copper mines. 
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He was even advancing to Catharinenburgh, where he would have found copper coin 
to the value of 2Co,ooot. ; but a delay, occafioned by a falfe report that a fnperior force 
was marching againft him, fortunately afforded time to called the foldiers Rationed on 
the Siberian frontiers, and cover the place. 

The people were fo greatly attached to the caufe cf Pugatchef, that he never wanted 
provifions or forage. Colonel Michaelfon, to whofe fpirit and activity the defeat of 
Pugatchef was principally owing, fuddenly entering a large village at the head of his 
corps, the inhabitants taking hint for the impollor, flocked about his ftandard, and ext 
claimed, “ We have long expected Your Majefty’s prefence as that of a god *!” The 
Colonel obferved before each houfe a table fpread with bread, milk, honey, and other 
provifions, for the purpofe of regaling the followers of Pugatchef, which were unwil¬ 
lingly refigned to the imperial troops. 

At firft Pugatchef affetted the appearance of uncommon fanftity: he frequently wore 
the epifcopal drefs, gave benedictions to the people, renounced all ambitious views for 
himfelf,and expreffed a refoludon that, as foon as he had raifed his fon the Great Duke 
to the throne, he would again retire into the monaftery, in which he had found an afy- 
lum. He was alfo a£tive and enterprizing, eager to fignalize his arms, and ready to 
feize every adt-antage which the fituation of the enemy prefented; but incapable of fup- 
porting with equanimity his rapid fucceffes, he began to confider alt further diffimula- 
tion as unneceflary ; and his natural temper broke out into the moft unwarrantable 
excefles. He maifacred, with the moft favage barbarity, all the officers and nobles who 
were brought before him; and openly avowing an intention of exterminating the whole 
Ruffian nobility, he fpared neither fex nor age. His conduct was as imprudent as it 
was barbarous. Though already married to Sophia, the daughter of a Coffin:, by whom 
he had three children, he efpoufed a common woman of Yaitlk, delayed his march 
againft: the enemy for the celebration of his nuptials, and exhibited continued fcenes of 
intoxication and riot. s 

He was fupporied by no perfons of rank or confequence; but, to impofe upon his 
army, fome of his moft confidential adherents ailumed the names of the principal 
Ruffian nobles, and wore the orders of knighthood. By a fignal to his attendants, he 
ordered all the German officers who were brought into his pretence, to be mafiacred, 
in order to prevent his ignorance of their language from being obferved by his fol¬ 
lowers. 

During thefe tranfaclions. General Bibilcof, advancing at the head of a very con- 
fiderable army, detached his Major-General, Prince Peter Galitzin, againft the rebels, 
ivho furprifed Pugatchef with his whole force near Tatifcheva, and worfted him for the 
firft timef. He was clofely purfued and overtaken by Prince Galitzin near Kargula, 
upon the river Sakmara, about the diftance of twelve miles from Orenburgh; he was 
completely routed, his troops were difperfed, and he himfelf, with a few followers, 
narrowly efcaped into the Uralian mountains. Notwithftanding this difeotnfiture, he 
collected his icattered men, and foon re-appeared with a formidable force on the ealt 
fide of the mountains. He carried feveral (mall fortrefles, and burnt Troitzk } but 
being attacked by Lieutenant-General de Colm, was obliged to retreat a iecond time 
into the mountains. 

* This anecdote 1 had from Coloni 1 Michaelfon himfelf. 

+ This firft defeat of Pugatchef himfelf in perfon happened on the 23d of March, but cn the 22(1, Colo¬ 
nel Michatlfon, with only one thoufand troops and fix camion, had routed hi? general, who called liimftlf 
Colonel Tchernirhef, at the head of fixiten thoufand men, and took forty two cannon and eight mortars, 
Pugatchef offered a reward of 100,000 roubles for the head of Colonel Michaelfon. 
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,f Rendered deflorate by thefe repeated defeats, and defirous of again fignalizing his 
arms by fome brilliant exploit, he luddenly directed his march towards Cafan, com¬ 
mitting in his progrefs the molt dreadful devalla dons. Having burnt the fuburbs, he 
laid fiege to the citadel, whither Major-General Paul Potemkin the Governor, and all 
his attendants, had retired. Forced to rails the liege, by the approach of Colonel 
Mi chad fon, at the head of only twelve hundred troops, he was routed near Cafan, 
after l'everal obftinare engagements, which continued with little interruption during 
tin •ee days. In thefe engagements fix thoufand were taken prifoners, and fo many 
killed, that the peafants employed fix days in burying the dead; and Pugatchef, ac¬ 
companied by only three hundred well-armed Coifacs of Yaitfk, who were the molt def- 
perate rebels, fled acrofs the Volga. But he was afterwards joined by large bodies of 
Coflitcs and Bafhkirs ; while ill-armed peafants flocked to his ftandard from confidera- 
ble diftances. In this manner the impoftor feemed to gain flrength from his Ioffes; 
and derived fuch ilelufive hopes from the number of his troops, which occafionally 
amounted to feventy thou Hind men, that he even formed the refolution of proceeding to 
Mofcow, where one of his emiflarieS had railed a fpirit of [edition among the common 
people. But apprehenfive, left, as peace was concluded with the Turks, part of the 
army on the Danube might be employed again!! him, lie changed his plan or opera¬ 
tions. 

He marched down the Volga, routed at Dnbofka a party under the command of 
Baron Dies, Hurraed Peafa aud Saratof, where the Governor efcaped only with fifty 
fold hr-, obtained poffefiion of Demitreffe by treachery, and executed the commander. 
Near that fortrefs, the allronomer Lowitz, who was employed in levelling the projected 
canal between the Don and Volga, was murdered in a molt inhuman manner. In this 
inftance, infult was added to cruelty ; being informed that he was an aftronomer, Pu¬ 
gatchef wantonly ordered him to be transfixed upon pikes, and raifed in the air, that he 
might be-nearer the liars ; and in that fituation ordered him to be maffacred. 

But the enormities of this monfter were foon clofed by a fate which he had long de- 
fervecl. The court, no longer embarraffed with a Turkifh war, was able to turn its 
whole attention towards crufliing this diftant rebellion; and Count Peter Panin, who 
had diftinguithed himfelf by the capture of Bender, was lent again!! the impoftor. 
Panin, moving towards the Volga, detached feveral troops to the affiftance of Colonel 
Michaelfon, who compelled Pugatchef to raife the fiege of Tzaritzin, drove him towards 
Tchernoyarfk, cut oft'his provifions, and finally attacked him unawares as he was march¬ 
ing with his halfftarved multitude, embarraffed with a large train of loaded carriages 
and women. The rebel army, furprized in a defile between two ridges of mountains, 
which run towards the Volga, was entirely routed; many were cut to pieces ; more, 
endeavouring to efcape, were forced down the fteep precipices with their horfes and 
carriages, and the greater part of the remainder furrendered at diferetion. Pugatchef, 
after many defperate efforts of valour, efcaped, with a few of his principal followers, by 
fwimming acrofs the Volga, and retired through the defert towards the river Ufem, 
where he began his expedition. Here he was gradually deferted by his followers, who 
were worn out with mifery and hunger, and was at laft betrayed by thofe in whom he 
placed the greatefl confidence. Tvogorof, a Coflkc of Ilelz, and Tchumakef and 
Fidulef, Coffacs of Yaitlk, were induced by the promife of a pardon to betray him. 
One of them reprefented to the impoftor, that furrounded as he was by the enemy, he 
could entertain- no hopes of fafety; and he advifed him to refign himfelf into the hands 
of the Ruffians, on condition of pardon. Pugatchef, enraged at this propofal, drew his 
dagger, and attempted to flab the author of fuch daftardly advice; but his companions 
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inftamly difarmed* bounds and conduced him prifoner to a corps of troops ported on 
the river Talk* under the command of General SuvarofHe was conveyed to 

Yaitjk, 

♦ This was the celebrated General who has fince been fo judly diffirngoiffied for Ms military exploits. 

Alexander VaflilreWteh Suvarof, defee nded from a Swedifb family ennobled in Ruffia, was bom in 173c* 
and at the age of twelve cm oiled in the Ruffian army. He made bis firft campaign again]! the Pm Ilia ns 
in. 17^9 i became brigadier in 1768, and hi ll dtftinguifbed himfelf as a general againd the confederates in 
Poland, in 1771, when he obtained the order of St. Alexander Nevfki for his military fervices. 

He afterwards figmdbed himfelf on various occafions, too numerous to be repeated, and clpfed Ins 
military career by his adonifhmg campaign againil the French in Italy, and his no lefs ailomihing retreat 
over the Alps of Switzerland* 

Several accounts of bis life and charadkr have been already given to the public ; and I am happy to have 
it in my power to add home authentic anecdotes of his difgrace and death. 

After the unfortunate battle of Zuric, Suvarof was feized with a dangerous illtiefa, probably occafioned 
by ibc violent fatigue he had undergone in his paffage through Switzerland The news of hi* mdifpofitKm 
had no fooner reached Peterfburgh, than a phyfician (Dr. Vifchart) was difpatched to attend him ; orders 
For hia return were at the fame time forwarded; and it was figni fled to him, that apartments were prepared 
in the palace for his receptions and that he was to receive the fame honours as the imperial family. 

Suvarof, futpe&mgthe intention of the Emperor to fecede from the alliance, pleaded ill-health to remain 
at his pod, and reprefen ted, in ffirpng terms, the neceffity of an immediate re-in force men t Thefe repre- 
fentations ill accorded with the views of Paul, who had conceived a violent difgufl agamil the Houfc of 
Audna. Oidcrs being again difpatched to Suvarof to return, he repeated his remon ft ranees; but at length 
commenced his march, moving by flow fhges, and fixed his winter quarters in bohemia. At lad a courier 
from St* Peterfburgh arrived with pofitive commands to return to Ruffia without delay; and acquainted 
him, in terms ilrongly marking the high difpleafure of the fovereign, that the apartments deft'iued for him 
in the palace were already difpofed of, and that his prefence was not neccffary in the capital. 

From this moment his intellects were feufibly affedted. Notwithdandfng the efforts of his phyfician, he 
perfuted in travelling inceilantly; and on the days in which his fever intermitted, underwent fuch fatigue 
as thofc in health could not bear without in convenience. 

At length reaching Peterfburgh, he was obliged to take refuge in a final 1 heufe foliated in an obfeure 
quarter of the town* and belonging to a difiant relation, of the name of Quadof, On the night of his 
arrival, according to the information of a perfan who faw him, his appearance was humiliating and af¬ 
fecting ; he was wan and emaciated, more rcfembling a corpfc than an animated being ; his intdlefe were 
difordered, but his underdandmg returned at intervals, and lie occafionally recollected, and fpoke affec¬ 
tionately to many of thofc who were prefen L 

The medicines which were admmidered, and the repofe which he enjoyed after his fatiguing journey, 
redo red Ids faculties, and he gave a proof of the fmgulavky of his difpofiuun, and die independence of his 
fpirit, by the manner m which he received a meffage from the Emperor Paul who two days after his arrival, 
Cent his favourite and prime-mi older, Count Radofsin, (who had been formerly a fubiiliern in his regi¬ 
ment} to inquire after his health. He affe^kd to disbelieve that Railofsin was prime-mimiler, bccaufc he 
appeared in the new military coftume, and when his quality was repeatedly declared, at length pretended 
to apologize, and laid he had mifiaken him from his jack-boots for an officer of ihe police. In the 
courfe of the converfation, he fiiddenly apoftrophjfed the mimfter by hUclmfti&n name, and faid, furdy 
you were an under officer in my regiment. Raitofsin replying in the affirmative, Suvarof exclaimed, 
u happy Ruffia ! whofe mmifters are drawn from every Ration/ In other countries, indeed, the employ¬ 
ments of Rate are filled by thofc who have been bred up in the details of office, and grown grey in theater- 
vicet But Rufiia is above thefe antiquated prejudices P* 

A perfon who rifited him two days before lus death, found him totally chfldrfli; he amufed Himfelf 
with giving away edales which he did not poffefs, as well as in making imaginary gifts of Perfian horfes, 
and rich furs, which thofe to whom he didributed his large fibs pretended to receive with great acknow¬ 
ledgments of h is liberal 1 ty. 

In this melancholy date, he continued till the hour of his death, which happened on the 18th of May* 
His body was laid in date in the Home where he died, and the room was fo fmall as fearcciy to admit dif¬ 
fident fpsce for the canopy, and for the numerous ciiflifons on which bis different orders of knighthood 
were placed. All rank oi people crowded to vifh his remains, and the euthufiaitic attachment of lire 
Ruffians to their general was as great at this period, as in the midfl of His victorious career, not with [land¬ 
ing the difapprobation of thefovereign* 

The indignation of the Emperor, which had been firft excited by his bitter ft realms againd the new 
military fydem, and bis delays in inarching back his troops, was Increafcd by his treatment cf Raitofibi, 
and furvived his dcceafe. The funeral of Suvarof completed his lingular and unmerited di (grace : after 
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Yaitfk, and delivered to Count Panin at Simbirik, who font him, with his principal 
affociates to Mofcow : where he arrived in the month of November 1774. On his ex¬ 
amination, he acknowledged all the clrcum(lances of his impofture, and was publicly 
beheaded in the city of Mofcow, on the 21ft of January* * His body was then quartered* 
and expofed in different places. 

Nothing can place the humanity of the Emprefs in a ilronger light, than that, at the 
conclufion of a rebellion which alnioft fliook her throne, the impoftor Pugatehef was 
not put to the torture * j and that only he and four of his principal confederates fuff 
fered death. 


Chap. XV h~*T)efcrfption of the Knopf.—Penal Laws of Raffia*—Abolition of capital 
Punijlments by the Edict of Elizabeth.—Remarks on that EdiS*~ Abolition if Torture 
by the prefent Emprefs.—Her Majefifs Anfwers to the Authors Queries on Prifons .— 
Outlines of the new Regulations-—Their Excellence and beneficial Tendency* 

ONE morning, as I drolled through the Greets of Peterlburgh, near the market¬ 
place, I obferved a large crowd of people, and on inquiring the caufe of this concourfe 
was informed, that the multitude was affembled to fee a felon, who had been convicted 
of murder, receive the knoot. Although I naturally fhuddered at the idea of being a 
fpeftator of the agonies of a fellow-creature, yet curiofity overcame my feelings. Ipe- 
netrated through the crowd, and afeended the roof of a wooden houfe ; from whence I 
had a difliofl: view of the dreadful operation. The executioner held in his hand the 
knoot t: this indrument is a hard thong, about the thicknefs of a, crown-piece, and 
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havrtrg been honoured by every diftin&fon a fovereign could beftow, after being prayed for in the chapel 
©F the court* together with the imperial family, after being made a prince of the empire, and generalifllmo 
of all the forces, a rank equal to that pofTefFcd by the Emperor himfelf, and after having conduced a 
brilliant and victorious campaign, he was buried without common military honours. A few fold'ets from 
a marching regiment attended the procclTion in Read of the battalions of guards, no artillery was allowed 
excepting fome fmall pieces of cannon, which feemed to burlefque inflead of adding dignity to the ceremony, 
and even the enparifoned horfe was forbidden to be led. The populace felt and difplayed their indignation 
at this infuking and ftudied difrefpeft : but the vigilance of the police obliged them to murmur in feertt ; 
and in a fhort time all feemed to have been forgotten, excepting by thole who weie able to appreciate the 
merit of Suvarof * 

The refentment of the Emperor did not confine itfelf to the remains of the deceafed hero, but extended 
to lik family. HU fon, who, m confidcrat ion of his father's fcrvices, had been fnddaily ratfed to the rank 
of major-general, was totally deprived of his military character, and reduced to the poll of chamberlain, 
■which he held before his elevation, and his marriage with the daughter of the Duke of Lourland was 
broken off, by the interference of the court. 

Itapptars from recent sKrcounts, that the Emperor Alexander has attempted to conapenfatc for the neg- 
kft of Paul, by erecting the ftatue of Suvarof in the imperial garden at Petcrfbtngh. 

* When I vifited the prifort of Mofcow, l faw feveral horrid in liniments, which had been made to 
torture Pugatehef, but which, by the Emprefs's pofitive orders, were not ufed. LfEvefque, who is fel* 
dom miftaken, is therefore wrong, in afTtrring that he was racked to death. tf It peril du fupplice dt la 
roue.” Voi. v. p. 143. 

■ t The following are the exa£i dimen fions and weight of a knoot, which I procured in Rufiia, and 
which is now in my poffeiTiotu 

Length of the thong 3 feet; breadth of the top | of an inch ; at the bottom —Thicknefs V—Length 
of the pbtted whip 2 feet.—Circumference of ditto inches.—Diameter of the ring 1 inch and 

Length of the leather fpring 1 inch and J,—Length oFthehandle I foot %\ inches_Length of the whole 

5 feet 5 inches and —Weight 11 ounce®. 

The 
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three quarters of as inch broad, and tied to a thick plaited whip, which is connected, 
by means of an iron ring, with a iriiall piece of leather fattened to a fhort wooden 
handle. 

The executioner, before every ftroke, receded, and at the fame time drew back the 
hand which held the snoot ; then, bounding forwards, heftruck the flat end of the thong 
on the naked back of the criminal in a perpendicular line, reaching fix or feven inches 
from the collar towards the waift. lie began with the right fhouider, and continued 
his ftrokes parallel to each other quite to the left Ihoulder; nor ceafed till he had in- 
flifted three hundred and thirty-three lafhes, the number preferibed by the lenience. 
At the conclufion of this terrible operation, the nottrils of the criminal were torn with 
pincers, his face was marked with a hot iron, and he was re-condu&ed to prifon, in 
order to be transported to the mines of Nerfhinlk in Siberia. 

As feveral authors have erroneoufly delcribed the punilhment of the knoot, I have 
been thus particular in relating what fell under obfervation; and 1 lhall take this oppor¬ 
tunity of making a few remarks on the penal laws of Ruffia. 

By the anrient ftatute®, felons, as well as traitors, were publicly executed ; but by an 
edict of Elizabeth, corporal penalties were, except in fome cafes of high treafon, fubfti- 
tuted in the room of capital fentences j a circumltance peculiar to the Ruffian code. 

According to the prefent penal laws, offenders arc punilhed in the following manner. 
Perfons convicted of high treafon are either beheaded or imprifoned for life. Felons, 
after receiving the knoot, haring their noltrils torn and their faces marked, are con¬ 
demned for life to work in the mines of Nerlhinfk. Petty offenders are either whipped * *, 
tranfported into Siberia as colonifts, or fentenced to hard labour for a dated period. 
Among the colonifts are included peafants, who may be arbitrarily configned by their 
matters to banifhment f. 

All thefe perfons are tranfported in fpring and autumn from different parts of the 
Ruffian dominions. 1 hey travel partly by water and partly by land, are chained in 
pairs, and fattened to a long rope. When the whole troop arrives at Tobolfk, the 
governor affigns the colonifts, who are verfed in handicraft trades, to different matters 
in the town ; others he difpofes as vaffals in the neighbouring country. The remain¬ 
der of the colonifts proceed to Irkutfk, where they are diftributed by the governor in 
the fame manner. The felons are then conveyed to the diffrict of Nerfhinfk, where 
they are condemned to work in the filver mines, or at the different forges. 

Travellers, who vifiled Ruffia before the reign of Elizabeth, uniformly concurred in 
relating the various modes of public executions, and in reprobating the feverity of the 
criminal laws. But though we may join with every friend to humanity in rejoicing that 
many of thefe dreadful punifhments no longer exifl; yet we cannot affent to the high 
encomiums patted on the fuperior excellence of the penal code fince the edi£t of Eli¬ 
zabeth, which is fuppofed to have totally annulled capital condemnations. 

From this fuppreffion of capital punifhment in all inftances excepting treafon, Eliza¬ 
beth has been reprefented, not only by the lively Voltaire, but even by the fagadous 


The reader will judge of the great force which the iktlful executioner can give to this inllrument, 
when informed, that if h* receives a private order, he can difpatch the criminal by ftriking him two or 
three blows upon the ribs. 

* 1 here are three inflrument9 For whipping in Ruffia: the knoot, the katze, and the alctt, both of 
which latter are a kind of cat-o’-nine tails. 

t ihtir mailers are empowered to infiifl this punifhment, only affigning the offence. 


Black- 
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Blackftone as a pattern of legiflative clemency. Though the Infliction of death for 
offences, which ought not to be capital, is too frequent in many countries; yet Eliza¬ 
beth's modification of the criminal laws is perhaps no lefs exceptionable, in point of 
policy and expedience, than illufive in regard to its fuppofed lenity. 

For fiiould we even erroneoufly imagine, with feme authors, that the edi£t has been 
literally obeyed, and that, during the fpaee of forty years, not one criminal fujfered death 
throughout the vaft empire of Raffia; furely this lenity to the moft atrocious crimes 
inuft be confuiered as extremely injurious to focietv. As a denunciation of death is, 
to the generality of mankind, the mod formidable prevention of crimes, the removal 

* Voltaire thus cxprcfTes liimfelf upon this edict u L'lmpiretrice Elhaidh a aeftevf, par la dimmer, 
Poitvrage pie fin pert commtnqa par ks ki.w Celte indulgence a ke mime poiffie a mi point, donl il n'y a point 
dpexmfk dans P hi doi re dlmteun peupk, Elk a promts, que pendant fin regne performs ns fir at t pun / dt mart, & 
a terns fa prmnffi. Elk ejl la premure fiuvcrahie qtii mf awf refpeEe la nth dcs bommes* Les malfaiteurg onL 
^te coudamrtes aux mines anx travaux publics: kurs chaliruenS 'foot devenus utiles a Fetat \ inftitution non 
moim kg* que humaine. Partout ailleurs on ne fait que tuer un cmninel, avec appareil, fans avoir jamais 
empeehe ks cl imes* La terreur dela mort fait moins d’mapreffiqp peut-etre fur des mechants pour la plu- 
ptu* faineants, que la crainte d’uu chatiment 8c dhm travail'pembk qtti rcnaiflpnt tons lesjours/' Hilt, dc 
Ruffle, p tzo 

Sir William Bhckflone makes the following remark upon the fame prohibition* 

u Was the vail territory of all the Ruffias work regulated under the late Emprefs Elizabeth, than under 
her more fangii in ary predecc (Tors ? Is it now, under Catharine IL lefa civjlissed, iefs focial, lefs fecure > 
And yet we are affured, that neither of thefi Uhtflricui Prhmjfis have, throughout their whole adminijlmhn, in- 
JltMtif the penalty of death \ and the latter has, upon full perfualion of its being ukiefs, nay, evai perni¬ 
cious, given orders for afaii/hhig it entirely throughout her extenfive dominions/ 5 Commentaries, voL iv. 
p. to* 

Ami lately L’Evefque, Les grands crimes oat commence adevenir plus rares fous ce reene, an b^t forms 
n'a kepuni dc morif* Rift. de Ruffle, tom* v. p 92, 

Voltaire afligna, as the grounds of his encomium on Elizabeth's fuppreffion of capital putiiffiment, two 
reatons: 1* The permanent chnfKfement which entails on the offender a long continuance of hardships and 
mifery, has a greater effect on the multitude, than the fummary pangs of death* 2. The prefervaubn of 
ipslefactors is fubfemm to public emolument* 1. On the firft rtafon I fhall briefly remark, that the horror 
of diffulution has been repeatedly qbfemd in the generality of mankind to preponderate beyond any other 
terrors; and if we could devife a pnnr foment more terrible than death, this new punifhment, in order to 
work its efFtd upon vulgar minds, ought to be inflicted within the reach of vulgar obfervation, znd not m 
the remote region of Siberia* For can we fuppofe that the lower clafs of mankind., who are governed by 
their fenfes, receive any ftrong impreffion from the eafual report of fufferings endured at a great didance ? 
2, Voltaire’s fecond reafon for bis applaufe of Elizabeth's edi&, namely, the profit which the community 
derives horn the labour of a makfa&or whofe life Js fpared, will hardly be allowed to hold good m regard 
to muj ckrers; for if capital punifhincnts be really the moft efficacious prevention of crimes, they will 
neceftarily form a Wronger bulwark round the lives of orderly citizens than any other penalties* The le¬ 
gislator, therefore, who fubverts this fecurity with a view to the emolument of the hate, atlualllf revives the 
old barbarous cuftom of weighing the life of man in a fcale again ft pecuniary advantage, with this material 
dincrence, however, m favour of that barbarous cuftom, that the latter affigned the price of blood to the 
relations.of the perfon whofe blood had beenfhed, and who had a more immediate claim, than the commu¬ 
nity at large, on any corrspenfation made by the offender* 

Judge Blackflone intimates hie doubts concerning the fuperior efficacy of capital punifbmenta over other 
penalties in the fliape of a query* Was the vaft territory, But no reader can perhaps an fiver this, 
que Lion in the negative ; nor could the fagadous author himfdf anfwer it in the affirmative. For can it 
be decuLvely determined, except by u coiledUon and comparifou, during a long feries of years, of felonies 
reflectively committed under the two ddierent modes of jurifprudence ? and judge Blackftone does not pr^- 
teud to have formed his theory on this ground. But after all, this reafoning tuj.pofes a fad which in re- 
niity does not exdl, that no cvnmnal has fuffered capitally duce the acceffion of Elizabeth ; the fallacy of 
which affmion ia, I flatter myfetf, nbUudamly proved in the text, ^ 

I entered Ruffia fully prejudiced in favour of the notion, that no perfons were ever punifhed with death. 

I was firft undeceived by a Soreign genileman, to whom I addreffed the qudlion, Whether there were any 
capital executions in Ruffin i ft Malefa£lors, indeed^ 5 he returned# “ are not beheaded or hanged : but 
are not unfrequently knooted to de^thd' & 
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of this falutary terror withdraws a material fafeguard from the lives and property of 
worthy citizens, and dimini/hes that fecurity which they have a right to claim from the 
protection of the laws. 

The molt benevolent perfon will probably entertain no extraordinary veneration for 
this boa fled abolition of capital punifhment, when he reflects, that though the criminal 
laws of Ruffia do not literally fentence malefactors to death, they ftill confign many to 
that doom through the medium of punifliments in feme circumftances, almoft affiiredly, 
if not profefledly, fatal, which mock with the hopes of life, but in reality protraCt the 
horrors of death, and embitter with delay an event which reafon and humanity wifli to 
be inftaiifaneous. For when we confider that many felons expire under the infliction, 
or from the confequences of the knoot; that feveral are exhaulted by the fatigue of 
the long journey to Nerflrinfk *, and that the forlorn remnant perifh prematurely from 
the unwholefomenefs of the mines, it will be difficult to view the doom of thefe unhappy 
outcafts in any other light than that of a lingering execution. In effeCt, iince the pro¬ 
mulgation of the edict, a year has never palled in which many atrocious criminals, though 
legally condemned to other penalties, have not fufiered death. And indeed, upon a 
general calculation, perhaps it will be found, that notwithllanding the apparent inildnefs 
of the penal code, not fewer malefactors fuffer death in Ruffia, than in thofe countries 
wherein that mode of punilhment is appointed by the laws. It is therefore evident, 
that capital penalties are virtually retained, although the chief utility refulting from the 
terror of death is confiderably diminithed. 

The panegyrifts of Elizabeth would have enter'ained forne doubts concerning her 
boafted clemency, had they recolleCted that Are ftill retained a horrid procefs for the 
purpofe of extorting confeffion from perfons charged with treafonable defigns. The 
arms of the fufpedted perfon being tied behind by a rope, he was drawn up to a con- 
Cderable height; from whence, being fuddenly precipitated and fuddenly cheeked, the 
violence of the concufiion diflocated his Ihoulders, and in that deplorable filiation he 
underwent the knoot. To this dreadful engine of barbarity and defpotifm, Elizabeth 
gave unlimited fcope: during her whole reign it w r as applied even at the diferetion of 
inferior and ignorant magiftrates, and was not abolifhed until the acceffion of Catharine, 
who has prohibited the ule of torture. 

Although the fovereign is abfolute in tile molt unlimited fenfe of the word; yet the 
prejudice of the Ruffians in regard to the neceffity of torture (and a wife legiflator will 
always refpect popular prejudices, however abfurd,) was fo deeply rooted by immemo¬ 
rial ufage, that it required great circumfpeftion not to raife difeontents by an immediate 
abolition of that inhuman pradice. Accordingly, the cautious manner in which it was 
gradually fupprefied, difeovered as much judgment as benevolence. In 1762, Catha¬ 
rine took away the power of inflicting torture from the vayvodes, or inferior juftices, 
by whom it had been ffiamefullv abufed. In 1767, a l’ecret order was iffiied to the 
judges, that whenever they fliould think torture neceffary to force confeffion, they 
ffiould lay the general articles of the charge before the governor of the province for his 
confideration ; and all the governors had received previous directions to determine the 
cafe according to the principles laid down in the third f quefrion of the tenth chapter of 
inftructions for a code of laws j wherein torture is proved to be no lefs ufelefs than 
cruel. This, theref ore, was a tacit abolition of torture, which has been fince formally 

* Four thoufand {even hundred and feventy-fix miles from Feteifburgh. 

f Queltiou IH. “ La quefiion ne Ikjft-Hllt fiat la cl conduit-elk an lut } St c. ,J See Inftiuftions de 

Catharine II., &c. p. 51 to 5;. 

and 
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and publicly annulled. The prohibition of this horrid fpecios of judicature throughout 
the Ruffian empire, forms a memorable aera in the annals of humanity. 

At Mofcow and Peterfburgh I vifited the prifons, of which I have given an account 
in a former publication*. In this place I lhall only remark in general, that the Em¬ 
prefs, informed of my refearches in relation to prifons, with a condefcenfion peculiar to 
her charafter, permitted ine to deliver to Count Ivan Tchernichef, vice-prefident of the 
admiralty, a lift of queries, on fome of which 1 received information, by her orders, 
from her beft-infornied governors+, and others Ihe even condefcended to anfwer her- 
felf. Her anfwers I lhall here fubjoin, with a full conviction, that observations even 
of lefs moment would be rendered acceptable by the authority of fo diftinguifhed a 
character. 


Queries upon the Ruffian prifons, deliver¬ 
ed to the Emprefs. 

1. Is there any general plan for the con- 
JlruElion of prifons , and their interior difiri - 

button ? and are they ufitally fituated in the 
fuburbs , and near the running water? 

2 . What precautions are taken , in order 
to keep the prifons clean * and to prevent epi¬ 
demical dijlempers? 


3 * It there a feparate infirmary for the 
fick? 

4 . Are petty offenders kept apart from the 
felons , and are the felons alfo feparated from 
edeb other? 


5. Are the prifoners permitted to pur - 
chafefpirihtous liquors , and do the jailors fell 
them ? 


6. Are female criminals put in irons ? 


Anfwers dictated by the Emprefs to her 

fee ret ary, and fent to the author. 

" x. There has been hitherto no gene¬ 
ral plan for the conftru&ion of prifons, 
nor rules for their diftribution and fixa¬ 
tion. 

“ 2. There is no more regulation for 
the cleanlinefs of the prifons, than for 
their conftruction and fixation. By an 
abufe favourable to the prifoners, they 
are in many places permitted to go to the 
baths. It is probable that the cold alone 
prevents epidemical diforders. 

“3. Not every where. 

<c 4.. Although it is preferibed by the 
ancient laws that a felon, fentenced to 
death, lhall be kept in a feparate room, 
called the chamber of repentance, never- 
thelefs, there are no where chambers of 
that defeription. 

“ 5. Every fpecies of Food is fold in the 
prifons, but the jailor cannot fell fpiritu- 
ous liquors, and that for two reafons: 
Firft, becaufe fpirituous liquors can only 
be fold by thofe who farm the right of 
vending them from the crown. Second¬ 
ly, which is very extraordinary, there are 
no jailors J to any of the prifons, although 
the laws make mention of them. 

** 6. The laws are filent upon this 
head. So that whenever this cuftom is 
praflifed, it mu ft be reckoned among thofe 


* Acc oiintof the prifomi and HofpitaU in Rulfra, Sweden, and Denmark* 
f I Have made afe of thefe papers in the ireatife mentioned in the lail note. 
% The prifoners are guarded by fold!era. 
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innumerable abufes which ought to be 
aboliihed *. 

“ 7. Criminals condemned to public 
labour are tmn(ported: for murder they 
are branded in the face with a hot iron, 
&e.; fame are chained, others have their 
noitrils torn, and, unlefs upon a general 
or particular amnefty, they receive no 
mitigation. 

“ 8. The laws fettled indeed certain 
times for this purpofe; but as a great 
number of different affairs and trials were 
decided in the fame tribunal, the courts of 
criminal juftice were very dilatory in their 
proceedings. 

“ See the manifcfto of 1775, at the 
head of the Regulations f, &c.” 

“ New plan for the Ruilian prifons, to be introduced into each government. 

“ 1. To divide the prifons into civil and criminal. 2. The criminal prifon Ihall be 
diftributed into three parts. The fir El for criminals before and during trial; the fecond 
for perfons fentenced to confinement for a Hated time; and the third for felons capi¬ 
tally convifted, condemned to perpetual imprifonmenr, or to the public works. 
3. Each part Ihall be feparate, one lor the men, the other for the women. 4. There 
Ihall be an infirmary for fick prifoners. 5. The prifon Ihall be conltructed without 
the town, in an airy fituation, and near the water.” 

It cannot be otherwife than a fubjett of pleafmg reflection, that this great Princefs 
thus condefcends to contemplate and alleviate the fuft'erings of even the wretched vic¬ 
tims to public jullice; but how much more will our veneration be encreafed, when we 
confider her as ereCting the glorious fuperftruCture of national happinefs on the firm 
bafis of equal legillation? 

The Emprefs, at her acceflion, found the Ruffian code of laws a rude and indigefted 
chaos, and faw the immediate neceffity of reformation. The courts of juftice were re¬ 
gulated by the ftatutes of Alexey Michaelovitch extremely defective both as to order 
and precision; and by the ukafes or imperial mandates iffued by Peter and his fuc- 

* The original paffage, which is in the French language, does not admit of a literal tranflation : 

Let loixpajfent fousJlknce ee point; aiiifi ce quepourroitfe faire a eet cgardpeul ctre compi e par ir.i I'hwmbrab’e 
quantile dcs abut. Cei abut font pour la p/upart emtant He ctoux qtt’i! faut liter Hu corps politique He I’etat ou on 
lit trawvc ” 

f Regie meats de Sa Maj. Imp. pour I’adminiHration dcs gouvernements, Src,* 

t The carlietl regular code of written laws was formed in 1541. by Ivan Vaffilievitch II. from prece¬ 
dents and ancient cuiloms. The ftatutes of Alexey Michaelovitch, alluded to in the text, were chiefly 
compofed from the above-mentioned code, from the mandates of the fovereigns mbfequent to Ivan Vaffilie- 
yilch II., from the decifions of the tolars, who in thofe times prefided in the high courts of juftice, and 
from the Byzantine laws or'ed/dls iffued by the Greek Emperors of Conftantinople. The new ftatutes 
compiled from thefe fources, with a few additions, being in 1650 read in the Tzar’s prefence, were printed, 
ami a copy lent into each province. 

-See Statuta Mofchovitica in Herberfteini Itin. in Mofclioviam; alfo Von Juftiz-Wefen in Havgold’s 
Beylagen, p. .379. 

5 ^ 


7. Is the fate of criminals condemned Co 
hard labour ever mitigated in cafe of reform¬ 
ation ? Do they wear any badge of infamy , 
and is if taken away upon good behaviour ? 


S. Are there fixed times and places in the 
feveral provinces for the trial of criminals ? 


von, vi. 


ceffors. 
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ceflbrs, uncommonly numerous, and in many important points contradictory to each 
other. 

The vaft empire of Ruffia was diftributed into a few extenfive governments ; each 
government was fubdivided into provinces, aud each province into districts, or circles. 
Over each government was a governor, over the provinces a wayvode and his officers, 
who formed a chancery ; over the diltri&s an inferior wayvode, or juftice of peace. 
The abufes refulling from this ditlribution are fufficiently detailed in a pafTage, from the 
manifefto of the Emprefs prefixed to the firft part of the new code * ; 

“We find that many governments are not fufficiently provided with tribunals or offi¬ 
cers of juftice, in proportion to their extent ; that not only the affairs of the treafury 
and police, but alio civil and criminal caufes, are tried in the fame court in which the 
adminiftration of the government is carried on. Nor are the provinces and diftricts 
lefs fubjett to fimilar inconveniencies; as the foie chancery of the way vode is the only 
court which has cognizance of fo many and fuch different affairs. The diforders re- 
fulting from thefe circumftances are but too evident. On one fide delays, omiffions, 
and vexations, are the natural confequences of fo incongruous and defective a conftitu- 
tion ; where one bulinefs impedes another; and where the impofiibility of terminating 
matters fo various in the foie chancery of the wayvode occafions procraflination, negleft 
of duty, and admits only a partial ditpatch of bufinefe. On the other fide, thefe delays 
generate chicanery, and encourage the commiffion of crimes ; becaufe the punifhment 
docs not follow the tranfgreflion of the laws with that celerity which is neceffary to re- 
prefs and Itrike terror into offenders ; while endlefs appeals from one court to ano¬ 
ther are perpetual obftru&ions to juftice.” 

But the greateft evil to the lower clafs of people arofe from the enormous authority 
of the inferior wayvode, who, though ufually a perfon of low birth, and totally ignorant 
of the laws, yet could not only impofe punifhment for petty offences, but had even the 
power of ordering the knoot, inflicting torture, and tranfporting to Siberia. Hence, per- 
fons fufpefted of crimes were detained in prifon feveral years without being brought to 
a final trial, were tortured without fufficient proof, and frequently more than once. 

Many fovereigns fince Alexey Michaelovitch, particularly Peter I. framed projects for 
amending the Ruffian jurifprudence, but never carried it into execution. The com¬ 
pletion of this arduous undertaking was referved for Catharine II. ; who, in 1767, fum- 
moned deputies to Mofcow from every part of her extenfive dominions, and having 
appointed cotnmiffioners for compofmg a new code of laws, delivered to them her Grand 
Inllruffions f, written by Her Imperial Majefty in the true fpirit of genuine legiflation. 
In conformity to thefe raftrm&ions, the firft part of a new code appeared in 1775, and a 
fecond part in 178c, and it has been received in many of the new governments into 
which the Ruffian empire is divided. Many abufes have been removed by thefe new 
inftitutions; and many (till exifting are to be abolifhed. 

Though an ample detail of thefe regulations falls not within the compafs of the pre- 
fent work; it is to be hoped that the curiofity of the public will be in fome meafure 
gratified by enumerating the moft linking peculiarities in this extenfive plan, which has 
modified the whole fyftern of government. 

* Regiments de Catharine II. &c p T viu 

f ** Inibn&ions de Catharine II. pour la Commiffion chargee de dreffer le Projet d 5 un Nouveau Code de 
Lois.^ St. Pet r 1769. Thefe imirjuft lotus- have been trauilaud into moil modern languages, and into 
Englifh by TauTchef, a Ruffian guibvman* to which h prefixed, a description of the maimer of opening 
the comm..ffion, with ihe order and rules lor ele&ing the Commiffioners appointed to frame a new code of 
laws. See The Grand Jnllruftions, &c. printed by Jefferys< 
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The empire, divided by Peter the Great into nine extenfive governments, is now 
diftributed into a larger number *, each upon an average containing only from three to 
four hundred thoufatid males- One or more of thefe governments is fuperintended by 
a Name/inkky or lord* lieu tenant, and each has a vice-governor, a council, civil and cri¬ 
minal courts of judicature, feme of whofe members are appointed by the fovereign, and 
the others chofen by the nobles* By this mftitution Catharine has in feme inftances, 
circumfcribed her prerogative, by diminifcing the power of thofe tribunals which were 
only dependent upon the crown, or transferring it to the nobles, and inverting them 
with many additional privileges with relpeft to the adminiftration of juftice. By intro* 
ducing like wife into each government fuperior tribunals, whofe decilion is final, file has 
prevetitedirequent appeals to the imperial colleges at Peteriburgh and Mo|ow, which 
were attended with confiderable expence and delay- By eftablifhing or Separating the 
different boards of finance, police, &c, from the courts of law, which before impeded 
each other by meeting in the fame place, fhehas facilitated the difpatch of bufmefs, and 
rendered the admhiirtration of juftice more fpeedy. She has increafed the faiaties of 
the judges, who, from the narrownefs of their income, were expofed to almort irrefiftiblc 
temptations from bribery; or, to ufe her own expreffions to the judges, in her cele* 
brated edi£t, Formerly your necefiities might have induced you to be too attentive to 
your own intererts : your country now pays your labours, and what before might admit 
of fame excufe, from this moment becomes a crimed 1 

To thefe regulations muft be added the abolition of torture; the ertablifhment of 
proper boundaries between the governments, which has prevented many diflenfioiis and 
law-futts; the appointment of regular phyficians and furgeons, in various diftricts, at 
the expence of the crown; the foundation of fchools, and the eftablifhment of new 
feminaries for thole intended for holy orders; the erection of new bodies corporate 
with additional immunities; the grant of freedom to numberiefs vaffals of the crown ; 
and the means taken to facilitate the emancipation of the pealantry. But of all the 
plans, none is more ufeful and praife-worthy than the eftablifhment of fchools in every 
government, formed on the molt comprehenfive fcale and liberal principles. 

An academy is eftablifbed at St* Peter (burgh for the inrtruftion of two hundred ftu* 
dents, defigned to be mafters of the provincial fchools* It is provided with profeffors 
of hiftory, mathematics, rhetoric, and natural hiftory ; with a German mailer, and a 
drawing mailer. The ftudents are felecled from the different feminaries of the Ruffian 
empire, and, as they have received their education as priefts of the regular clergy, un¬ 
derhand Latin* They are twenty years of age, and are to remain at Peterlburgh three 
years ; during which period they are inftructed in hiftory, geography, the various 
branches of natural philofophy, and natural hiftory. They are all boarded, lodged, and 
infiruded at the Emprefs’s expence. At the conclufion of this term their places to be 
fupplied by others, and they will be diftributed in the different parts of Ruffia, Two of 
*hefe ftudents will be eftabliflied in the principal town of each government; one as 
teacher of mathematics, the other of hiftory, geography, and natural hiftory* Each 
ftudent, thus eftabliflied, is to inftruct other ftudents as preceptors of the fmaller fchools 
in the lefier towns. The regulation of this ufeful eftabliflimeat is entr ufted to a com* 
mittee confifting of five members, who have the fuperintendance of the whole, 

# The Grft provinces ercfled into governments, according to the new inllitiition, were Tver and Smo- 
knfkp, in January [776. Thofe which have been fince efUblilhed, either before or during my reiidcn.ee 
in Ruffin, wti'c in the following order: Novogorod and Kaluga, in December 1776; Plefcof, Yaroflaf, 
mid Tula, in December 1777 J Polotlk and Mohllef, in May 1778; Reform Volodimiv, Kottroma, 
and Orel, in December 1778 ; See a lilt of the governments* Book vi. chap i. p. 339* 

5 l 2 Thus, 
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Thus, the great fchools in the principal towns will depend on the academy of Peterf- 
burgh, and each fchool in the fmaller towns on the principal fchool in each govern¬ 
ment ; a fcheme, which if carried into execution, will effectually promote the interior 
civilization of this vaft: empire. 

Such are the outlines of thefe excellent mft ituuons. How far, or in what degree, 
they may operate upon a people fo widely difperfed, and of fuch different manners and 
cuftoms, can only be proved by time and experience. But though they may fail in 
producing all rhofe advantages which the rpeculative reafoner might expedt, yet they 
muft be attended with moft beneficial effects ; as fufficientjy appears from the flourifiling 
flare of thofe provinces in which they have been already admitted. If it be allowed that 
many evils have been reformed, and many improvements introduced, it cannot at the 
fame time be fuppofed that the national manners fliould be fuddenly changed, or that 
the moft abfolute fovereigncan venture to {hake thofe fundamental cuftoms which have 
been fan&ioned by ages/ It is furely fufficient if the abufes are remedied, as much as 
can be expedted in fuch a country ; where the vaft difproportion of rank and fortune, 
and the vaflalage of the peafants, render it extremely difficult, if not impoflible, to 
eftablifh at once an impartial adtniniftrationof juftice. 

Ruflia, with relpeft’ to the vaft mafs of people, is nearly in the fame ftate m which 
the greater part of Europe was plunged during the eleventh and twelfth centuries; 
when the feudal fyftem was gradually declining ; when the unbounded authority of the 
land-holders over their ftaves was beginning to be counter-balanced by the introduction 
of an intermediate order of merchants; when new towns were continually erecting, 
and endowed with increafmg immunities, and when the crown ventured to give freedom 
to its vaffals. 

Chat. XVII.— Inquiry info tbe prcfent State of Civilization in the Ruffian Empire .— Di- 

vifon of the Inhabitants info Nobles , Clergy, Merchants, and Burghers. — Peafants .— 

Privileges granted to the Merchants , Burghers , and Peafants.—State ofVaffalage. 

MUCH has been written concerning the great civilization which Peter the Great 
introduced into Ruflia; that he obliged the people to (have their beards, and relinquifh 
their national drefs; that he naturalized the arts and fciences, dtfciplined his army, 
created a navy, and made a total change throughout his extenfive empire. We may 
readily admit the truth of this eulogium with refpedt to his improvements in the difei- 
pline of his army and the creation of a navy ; for thefe were objects within the reach of 
his perfevering genius : but the pompous accounts of the total change which he is faid 
to have effected in the national manners, feem the mere echoes of foreigners, who never 
vifited the country, and who collefted the hiftory of Peter from partial information. 
For though a nation, compared with itfelf at a former period, may have made a rapid 
progrefs towards improvement; yet, as the exaggerated accounts which I had heard 
and read, of the great civilization diff ufed throughout the whole empire led me to expeft 
a more polifhed ftate of manners, I muft own I was aftoniflied at the barbarifm in which 
the bulk of the people ftill continue. I am ready to allow that the principal nobles are 
as civiflzed, and as refined in their entertainments, mode of living, aud focial intercourfe, 
as thole of other European countries. But there is a wide difference between polilhing 
a nation, and polifhing a few individuals. The merchants and peafants ftill univerfally 
retain their national drefs, their original manners, and, what is moft remarkable, the 
greater part of the merchants and burghers of the large towns, even the citizens of Pe- 
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terfburgh and Mofcow, refemble, in their external appearance and general mode ofliv- 
ing, the inhabitants of the fmalleft village; and nouvithflanding the rigorous edicts 
iffiied by * Peter I, the far greater number ftiil wear their beards; being fcarcely lefs 
attached to that patriarchal cuftom than their aneeftors, when the fine for mutilating a 
finger was rated at i s* 3d.; that for cutting off the beard, or whhkers, at 4s, tod* f. 

In fad, the peafants, who form the bulk of the nation, are (till almoft as deficient in 
the arts as before the reign of Peter, although the feieiices have flourifhed in the capital. 
But the civilization of a numerous and widely difperfed people is not the work of a 
moment, and can only be effected by a gradual and almoft thfenfible progrefs. 

If from thefe general refieftions we diftinftly confider the different clafies of fubjefts 
in the Ruffian Empire, we fliall be enabled to form fome probable judgment concerning 
the prefent ftate of civilization. 

The inhabitants may be divided into four orders ; nobles and gentry, clergy, mer¬ 
chants, burghers, and other freemen, and peafants. 

The three firft include almoft all the free fubje&s of the empire, and the latter all the 
vaflais or Haves, 

I, The firft order comprehends the nobles and gentry : the foie J perfons who, in 
the true fpirif of feudal defpotifm, have a right to poflefs land ; but inftead of appearing, 
themfijlves, according to the tenure of that fyftem, at the head of their retainers, are 
now only expected to ferve in the army, and obliged to furnifh recruits in proportion to 
the number of their vaffals. 

In Ruffia, as in the Oriental governments, there is fcarcely any diftin&ion of ranks 
among the nobility, excepting what is derived from the fervice of the fovereign. Even 
the eldeft Tons of thofe perfons, who have been railed to the mod confiderable honours 
and higheft employments, excepting the advantages which they undoubtedly retain of 
facilitating their promotion by a ready accefs to court, do not derive any folld benefits 
from their birth. Like thofe which the peers of England, the grandees of Spain, or the 
dukes, who are peers of France, enjoy from their hereditary defcent. The importance 
of a noble family of large property and official honours. Is almoft annihilated on the 
death of the chief; becaufe his property is equally divided among his fans; and be- 
caufe titles, though allowed to be hereditary, do not, independent of the fovereign f s 
favour, contribute much to aggrandize the pofleffors; that of a prince, a count, or a 
baron, conveying in themfelves little perfunal diftmdion, unlefs accompanied with a civil 
or military employment. 

Before the aera of Peter the Great, the only title in Ruffia, excepting that of boyar, 
which fignified privy-councellor, and was not hereditary, and other appellations annexed 
to civil employments, was that of knaes^ which was efteemed fynonimotis to prince. Per* 
fons who affbmed this title were defcended, or pretended to be fo. either from the dif¬ 
ferent collateral branches of the reigning family, or from fome Lithuanian Princes who 

* u II ordonna a ax Ruffes de quitter i’habit long et 1 st barbe. Uue amende fut mipofee anx amateurs 
obftines de Fancier* ufagc BEen des Ruffes, et furl out le* Rozkolniks regardaicnt le chaftigement d habit 
comme mi venonccment a la religion, et JEfaient qu'il vakient rmeu.v padre k t£le qne k barbe r ils furenc 
obliges de payer un droit pour rF6tie pas rafes, et Ns recevaient un Jetton qui leur fervait de quittance, 
Souvcut ak emu on &ni?raft Jes vk ux boiars, et on leur tailiah la batbe d’uue matuere fi ridicule, qi#ik 
ctaient obliges de garder la chambre pendant plutkurs took, 0:1 de fe faire rafer. Ou artaehait aux portci 
des villes un module du nouvel b .brt, el on rognait la robe de ceux qui uc voulaient pas payer \ on lea rafait 
malgre eux dans he rues.” 1/Evefqutj iv, p, 157, ^ 

t Hay gold j i p 337. 

f Catharine, in confirming the immunities of the nobles, decreed, *' Quo le droit dkcheter ou de vcndre 
dcs urree ferolt propre ou particular aux feuU nobles,” Le Clerc, p. 471, 
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eftablifiied ihemfclves in Ruffia in the fourteenth or fifteenth centuries; or from the 
numerous Tartar nobles who became fubjedts to Ivan Vaffiiievitch IJ. and his immediate 
fucceffors; or from feveral Poliffi aud other foreign families, who fettled in this empire. 
In procefs of time the number of thefe Princes increafed fo confidurably, that, accord¬ 
ing to Lord Whitworth, no lei's than three hundred were common foldiers in Prince 
MentchikoPs regiment of dragoons. Though Peter the Great, in imitation of other 
European courts, introduced the titles of count and baron, and his example has been 
followed by his fucceffors, yet neither thefe titles, or that of knaes, have been eftecmed 
a fufficient aggrandizement, bccaufe the greatelt favourites of the fovereign have been 
occafionally created, by the Emperor of Germany, princes of the Roman empire ; as 
Prince Mcntchiikof at the requeft of Peter, and Princes Grlof and Potemkin, during the 
prefent reign *. 

According to the fyftem introduced by Peter I., but which has gradually been cor¬ 
rupted as it has receded from itsfource, every perfon takes precedence from his military 
rank; he mu ft rife in regular gradation, and before he can be an officer, muff have 
ferved as a corporal or ferjeant. But this ordinance is eafily eluded ; frequently in¬ 
fants are made ferjeants and corporals, and it is not necefiary to have ferved even one 
campaign in order to obtain precedence, as it may be conferred by civil offices. Al¬ 
though the law of Peter I. which compelled each nobleman or gentleman, under pain 
of degradation, to fare in the army, was aboliffied by Peter 1 II|; yet the effects ftill 
fubfift.- No one under the rank of a major is permitted to drive more than two horfes; 
under that of brigadier, more than four: a nobleman of the higheff fortune and diilmc- 
tion, who has never been in the army, is not allowed, excepting by the fpedal perinif- 
fion of the crown, to ufe in the capital a carriage drawn by more than one horfe, while . 
a merchant may have two. There are various methods, however, of procuring military 
dignity, and the privileges annexed to it. Amongft others, a chamberlain, for inffance, 
to the fovereign, ranks as major-general; the office of a fecretary, in the different de¬ 
partments of government, confers the rank of an officer, and the contributor of a certain 
liim to the foundling-hofpital at Mofcow, obtains the rank of a lieutenant. Thefe re¬ 
gulations, and .the eafe with which military rank is acquired, has induced a German, 
fettled in Ruffia, to exprefs himlelf with Come humour in the following manner: “ A 
nobleman is here nothing; his fituation in the army alone marks the value of his ex- 
iffence. A phyfician has the rank of major, and dares, as a ffaff-officer, put four horfes 
to his carriage, while others can only drive two; an apothecary in the imperial fcrvice 
has the rank of a captain ; his apprentices that of enfigns; and the two fiirgeons of the 
diftrict bear the rank of lieutenant j.” But however ridiculous thefe promotions may 
appear, yet they are founded on principles of the foundeft policy: for as, by a decree 
of Peter the Great, every officer is noble during his life, and the children of a ftaff-oificer 
are ctaffed among the nobility, any inffitution tending to increafe the number of this 
order of men, who alone are entitled to poffefs land, cannot fail of being highly bene¬ 
ficial to fbciety. On their own eftates the nobles and gentry are alnioft uncontrouled, 
having abfolute authority over their vafials. 

* Alfo Prince "Belborodko and Prince Z ubnf. 

f The Abbe de Chappe* in a remark upon the abolition of tilts law by Peter IIL is guilty of a ndicu- 
Ions militate, when he fuppofes* that before this decree the nobles were Jlavts* About a week after his ac- 
cefflpti to the throne, Peter went lo the fenatc, and declared, t£ that lie had granted the privilege of freedom 
to the nobility." This miftakc arofe from zn omiffiou in his decree, in which the nobles were only dedand 
frtti without the addition of foferyifegr not to fer^£ > as thy thought proper* See Antidote* p. 1 jjS to 150* 

J SchloeUer-a Briefweclifel for 1781* p. 365* 
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II. The next order of fubjects is the clergy. 

I have already had occafion to mention the origin and fuppreflion of the office of pa¬ 
triarch, who was formerly the head of the Ruffian clergy. Peter finally abolilhed that dig¬ 
nity in 1719; but inllead of formally declaring himfelfthe head of the church, he prudent¬ 
ly configned the chief ecclefiaftical authority to a tribunal which he called the Sacred Sy¬ 
nod, which was in effect fubfervient to him, as all its members took an oath, acknow¬ 
ledging him as their fupreme judge. The fynod is compofed of the fovereign, who is 
prefident; a vice-prefident, who is generally the metropolitan archbifhop, and a num¬ 
ber of counfellors and afleffors. 

The clergy are divided into, 1. Regular, or monks ; and 2. Secular, or parilh priefts- 

1. The principal wealth of the church is centered in the monasteries, which formerly 
had eftates to the amount of 400,000!. per annum; and, like the other land-holders, 
enjoyed uncontrouled authority over their peafants, who are equally bondfmen as on 
the poflefiions of the laity. The Emprejs has annexed thefe church-lands to the crown, 
and in return grants annual penfions to the hierarchy, the dignified clergy, and the 
monks. The archbiffiops and bifhops receive each about i,oool. or 1,200b per annum, 
and the fubordinate ecdefiaftics in proportion. Soon after this regulation, many of 
the monafteries were fupprefled ; and the members in thofe which were fpared, were 
coufiderably reduced as well by the prohibition to admit more than a certain 

as by limiting the age of noviciates. The abolition of monafteries mull: be aclw- 
ledged a beneficial circrnnftance in molt countries; yet one evil is to be apprehended 
from it in Raffia: they were the only feminaries of education for thofe perfons defigned 
for the facred function; and the monks are, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, almoft the foie 
proprietors of the learning which fubfifls among tile clergy. But, raoft probably, the 
ill elfefts which may be expected from the fuppreflion of ibme convents, will be cpm- 
penfated by the improvement introduced into the adminiftration of thole which are 
continued, and by the fcliools lately eftablilhed in various parts of the empire for the 
education of ecdefiaftics. 

All the dignitaries of the church are chofen from the order of monks; thefe are 
archbiffiops and bi/hops, archimandrites or abbots, and igoomens or priors. “ The 
epifcopal order in Ruflia is diftinguilhed by the different titles of metropolitan, arch¬ 
bifhop, and biffiop. The titles of metropolitan and archbilhop are not attached to the 
fee; but are, at prefent, merely perfonal diftinQions conferred by the fovereign, which 
give the poffefl'ors no additional power, and fcarcely any precedence 

The monafteries are governed by archimandrites and igoomens; and the nunneries, 
fuperintended by abbefl'es. 

2. The Rufluv^parilh-prieftsare called papas,or popes; a word fignifying father,and 
indifcriminalely applied in the early ages of Chriftianity ro all ecdefiaftics, until it was 
confined to the Bilhop of Rome by an edi£t of Gregory VII. The members of the 
Greek communion, however, did not obey this order, and the priefts of that perfuafion 
are ftili diftinguilhed by the appellation of pope. 

The parochial clergy, who may, and ought to be, the tnoft ufeful members of fociety, 
are in Ruflia the refufe of the people. It is literally true, that many of them cannot 
even read in their own language, the Gofpel which they are eommiffioned to preach; 
but deliver from memory the fervice, a chapter of the New Teftament, or part of a 

* Dr. King cm the Greek. CUurch 5 p* 372* 

^ This fliamtful ignoranee h certainly kfs common than formerly ; as thebilhops are more cautious in 
ordaining fuch improper perfons* 
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homily, which they repeat every Friday and Sunday* Nor is it in the lead furprifing 
that fame are fo illiterate, when we coufider the fcanty maintenance which they derive 
from their profefiion. Betide the furplice fees* which in the pooreft: benefices amount 
to^l, per annum, and in the mod profitable to but 20L; they have only a wooden 
houfe, fcarcely fuperior to that of the meaneft among their parifiiioncrs, and a fmall 
portion of land which they ufually cultivate with their own hands ; while the higheft 
dignity to which they can ever attain, as long as they continue married, is that of a 
protopope of a cathedral, whofe income fcarcely exceeds 20I. a year- As the parifli- 
priefis are undoubtedly the principal fources from which in£lru£tipn muff be generally 
diffuled among the lower clafs of people, if they, who ought to enlighten others, are fo 
ignorant, how grofs mud be the ignorance of their parifhioners ! In no inflance, per¬ 
haps, has the Empreis contributed more towards civilizing her people, than by militat¬ 
ing feminaries for the children of priefls, by endeavouring to promote among the clergy 
a zeal for liberal lcieoce, and to rouze them from that profound ignorance in which 
they are plunged *, 

The monks "are not permitted to marry, while the parifh-priefts are compelled to take 
a wife as a preliminary to ordination ; and if their wives happen to die, they may enter 
into a convent, and become dignitaries.of the church. They cannot engage in a fecond 
marriage unlefs they become laymen; neither can they continue pariih priefls without 
thfexprefs permiflion of a bifiiop. The children of the fccular clergy are all free: 
their foils are ufually brought up for orders, or employed in the fervice of the 
church. 

All the clergy wear long beards and long hair, which flows down their {boulders, 
without being tied or curled. Their drefs is a fquare bonnet, and a long robe of a 
black or dark colour, reaching to the ancles. The fecular and regular priefts ufe, in 
feme inftances, a different, habit, and the dignitaries of the church are diftinguifhed by 
a more cottly veftmentf. 

I cannot forbear mentioning that, during the five months we pafled at Peter {burgh, 
and in our daily intercourfe with the nobility and gentry, I never once faw in company 
a Angle perfon of the facred profefiion* It muft be allowed, indeed, that the parifh- 
priefts are, for the moft part, too low and ignorant to be qualified for admiffion into 
genteel fooleries ; while the dignitaries, being a feparate order, and reftramed by ftrict 
regulations, refide chiefly in their palaces within the monafleries; and contraft an 
averfion, perhaps an unfitnefs, for focial intercourfe. This general charter of the 
Ruffian hierarchy does by no means comprehend all the individuals ; as fame of them, 
with whom I occafionally converfed, were men of liberal manners and enlightened un- 
derftandings J. 

The third divifion of Ruffian fubjefls comprehends that intermediate clafs of men 
between the nobles and peafants, which is thus defined by theEinprefs, in the fixteenth 
chapter of her inftruftions for a new code of laws. 

* An in fiance of Her Majefty’s zeal in this particular Fell under my obftrvatfon* When I vjTited the 
prefe of the Holy Synod at Mofcow, three volumes of famous were printing in the Ruffian tongue ; they 
were tranflations, by the Emprcfs’s command, from the belt Bnglifh, French, and German authors, of 
thofe principally which contained a clear difeuffion of the moral duties* They were to be diftributed among 
the parochial clergy, who had orders to read them occafionally in the time of divine Service. 

■f See prints of the feveral ecckimftical dreffes in King's State of the Greek Church m Ruflia. 

X The Signitaries occafionally dine at the tables of the nobility upon days of great ceremony, as on that 
of St* Alexander Nevfki, when I met the Archbifhop of Iloilof at Prince Volkonikl’s. See vol* i. book 
III chap* il 
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ct This clafs of men, worthy to be mentioned by us, and from whom the country 
may promife itfelf great advantages, when it fhall have received a ftable form, and which 
has* for its end the encouragement of good morals, and the love of induftry, is the mid¬ 
dle ftate* This ftate, compofed of freemen, belongs neither to the clafs of nobles nor 
to that of peafants. All thofe who, being neither gentlemen nor peafants, follow the 
arts and fciences, navigation, commerce, or exercife trades, are to be ranked in this 
clafs. In this clafs fhould be placed all thofe who, born of plebeian parents, Ihali have 
been brought up in fchools or places of education, religious or others, founded by us 
or by our predeceffors* Alfo the children of officers, and of the fecretaries to the 
chancery. But as this third eft ate is fufceptible of different degrees of privileges, which 
we do not mean to detail in this place, we Ihali only here open the way for a more 
ample examination.” 

Although, before the reign of Peter the Great, certain bodies of merchants enjoyed 
peculiar privileges, which raifed them above the condition of peafants, yet thefe were 
few, and their advantages, confidering the immenfe monopolies in the hands of the 
crown, and the oppreflion under which they laboured from the power of the great, 
extremely precarious. Peter, who during his travels perceived the utility of a third 
eftate for the purpofes of commerce, made many regulations with this view, which, 
though excellent in themfdves, yet being not adapted to the Hate of property in Ruf- 
fia, did not anfwer the end propofed. Among thefe regulations, he endowed fome 
free towns with certain privileges, which were afterwards augmented by Elizabeth* 
But thefe privileges were confined to Peterfburgh, Mofcow, Aftracan, Tver, and a few 
other great provincial towns; and all the inhabitants, even merchants not excepted, 
were not diftinguifhed from the peafants in two inftances, which are confidered in this 
country as indelible marks of fervitude; they were fubjeCt to the poll-tax, and to be 
drafted for the army and navy* Catherine has exempted the body of merchants 
from thefe two inftances of fervitude, has increafed the number and immunities of the 
free towns, and permitted many of the crown peafants, and all free men, to enrol them- 
felves, under ftipuiated conditions, in the clafs of merchants or burghers. 

The merchants are diftributed into three daffes. The firft comprehends thofe who 
have a capital of 10,000 roubles; the fecond thofe who poffefs 5000; and the third 
thofe who are worth 500* By the forty-feventh article of the celebrated manifefto of 
Graces, which the Emprefs conferred upon her fubjefts at the condufion of the Turk- 
ifli war in 1775, all perfons who choofe to enter themfelves in any of thefe daffes are 
exempted from the poll-tax, on condition of paying annually one per cent* of their 
capital employed in trade to the crown* The extent of their capitals, however, is not 
rigoroufly examined, for the merchants may fix their capital at any amount; as a per- 
fon poflefling above i 0,000 roubles may enrol himfeif in any of the inferior daffes, or 
even in that of the burghers. 

This alteration in the mode of affeffing merchants is advantageous both to the crown 
and to the fubjefts; the former receives, and the latter cheerfully pay, one per cent* of 
their capital, becaufe they are exempted from the poll-tax, and are entitled to addi¬ 
tional immunities. It is alfo a juft import, as each merchant pays according to his for¬ 
tune: if his profits increafe, his afteftment increafes; if they diminifh, his contribution 
proportionably dimini/hes. With refpeCl to the general interefts of the nation, it is a 
mafter-piece of policy ; it excites induftry, by holding up to the people a principle of 
honour, as well as of inter eft, to be derived from the augmentation of their capital; and 
affords an additional fecurity from arbitrary impofitions, by pledging the good faith of 
government in the protection of their property. It is likewife productive of another 
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effenrial public benefit, by creating, as it were, a third eftate, which, as it increafes in 
wealth, credit, and importance, muft by degrees acquire additional privileges, and gra¬ 
dually rife into confeq nence. 

The burghers form the fecond divifion of this order: the term burgher is applied 
to all inhabitants of free towns, who declare that they pofiefs a capital lefs than 100L ; 
or who, having that firm, do not choofe to affume the more honourable name of mer¬ 
chants. They pofTefs many privileges fuperior to the peafants ; but are diftinguifhed 
from the merchants by being ftill fubjefifc to the poll-tax, and to enrolment in the army 
or navy. 

Under this third order muff be included all the other free fubjefts of the empire ; 
namely, thofe Haves who have received liberty from their mailers; thofe who have 
obtained their difmiflion from the army and navy; the members of the Academy of 
Arts, and of other fimilar inflitutions j orphans from the Foundling Hofpital ; and, 
laftly, the children of all thefe freemen. All thefe perfons have permiffion to fettle 
and trade in any part of the empire, and may enrol themfelves, according to their 
capital, among the burghers or merchants. By thefe wife regulations, the number of 
perfons above flaves will gradually increafe, and muft in time form a very confiderable 
order of men, as foon as they fhall acquire the right of poffieffing land. 

It is a circumftance not unworthy of remark, that the Ruffian merchants and tradef- 
men feldom keep books of accounts, (as few of them can either read or write,) and are 
unacquainted with the knowledge ol figures. Their manner of reckoning is by a 
machine # , with feveral rows of wires, upon which beads are ftrung, The beads on the 
firft row ftand for units, thofe on the fecond for tens, on the third for hundreds, on 
the fourth for thoufands, and in a fimilar progreffion. By means of this machine they 
fubtraft, multiply, and divide with great exaftnefs. An exception, among a few others, 
to this general observation, fhould be mentioned. The moil honeft and intelligent per¬ 
fons of this order are the inhabitants of Archangel and its environs: they are moftly 
able to read, write, and caff accounts; many of them are much employed at Peterf- 
burgh, by the members of the Britifh factory, to luperintend their warehoufes, and they 
have the general charafter of faithful and induftrious fervanls. It may, perhaps, be 
difficult to account for the peculiar circumftances which have concurred to render the 
inhabitants of the town and environs of Archangel more intelligent than the other Ruf¬ 
fians, unlefs the following caufe Ihould be thought fufficient. Archangel, from the 
time of its firft difcovery by the Englifh in 1554, was, during a confiderable period, the 
great emporium of Ruffia; many of the inhabitants, therefore, being connedted with 
foreign merchants, who required great exa&nefs in their dealings, were gradually trained 
to bufinefe. By a kind of local enthufiafm and traditional inftruftion, they have con¬ 
tinued to diftmguifh themfelves among their countrymen, by acquiring the rudiments 
of arithmetic, and by a diligent difcharge of their trull. 

IV. The fourth order of fubje&s comprehends the peafants. 

The peafants of Ruffia are generally ferfs, or flaves t, and may be divided into, 
1, Peafants of the crown. 2. Peafants belonging to individuals. 

1* The 

# Similar to the Chinefe. ProfefTor Saunderfon, who was blind, ufed an improved machine of this kind 
in his mathematical computations. 

f In the former editions of this work* and according to the ftate of the peafants in 1779, I bad the 
fatisfa&ion of adding to this lift of free peafants* thofe of the Ukraine and Ruffian Finland, who prefervcd 
a confiderable degree of freedom until the late exteniion of the poll-tax has reduced them almoft to a level 
with the reft. For by fubje&ing them to that affdlment, the Emprefs has unconfcioufly countcra&ed 
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1. The crown peafants inhabit the imperial demefnes; and probably comprehend^ 
including thofe belonging to the church lands* * ** which are now annexed to the crown, 
about the fixth part of the Ruffian peafants. They are immediately under the jurifdic- 
tion of the imperial officers or bailiffs. Although liable to great exa£Uons, by th^ 
tenure of their fubjeftion, from thefe petty tyrants, yet they are much more fecure of 
their property; and being under the proteftion of the fovereign, any flagrant mflances 
of oppreffion are more eafily made known and redreffed. Many of thefe vafials, in 
particular diftrifh, have been enfranchifed, and permitted to enrol themfelves among the 
merchants and burghers; and the whole body will gradually receive more privileges, as 
the fpirit of humanity and policy penetrates further into thefe regions. 

2, Peafants belonging to individuals are the private property of the landholders, as 
much as implements of agriculture, or herds of cattle; and the value of an eflate is 
eftimated, as in Poland, by the number of boors, and not by the number of acres. No 
regulations have, perhaps, tended more to rivet the {hackles of flavery, than the two 
laws of Peter the Great; one which renders the landholder accountable to the crown 
for the poll-tax of his vaffals, and the other which obliges him to furnifh a certain num¬ 
ber of recruits ; for by thefe means he becomes interefted to prevent the migration of his 
peafants without permiffion from the place of their nativity. With refpedt to his own 
demands on his peafants, the lord is retrained by no law. He is abfolute mailer of their 
time and labour ; fome he employs in agriculture, a few he makes his menial fervants, 
perhaps without wages; and from others he exacts an annual payment,* Each vaffal, 
therefore, is rated according to the arbitrary will of his mailer. Some contribute four 
or five fhillings a year ; others, who are engaged in traffic or bufinefs, are affeffed in 
proportion to their fuppofed profits. Any capital which they acquire by their induftiy, 
may be feized, and there can be no redrefs ; as, according to the old Feudal law, which 
{till exlfts, a Have cannot militate a procefs againft his mailer. 

The mode adopted by many landholders with their peafants reminds me of the practice 
among the Romans. Atticus, we are told, caufed many of his flaves to be inftructed 
in the art of copying manufcripts, which he fold at a very high price, and raifed a confi- 
derable fortune. On fmiilar principles, fome of die Ruffian nobility fend their vaffals 
to Mofcow or Peterfburgh, for the purpofe of learning various handicraft trades ; they 
either employ them on their own eftates, let them out for hire, fell them at an advanced 


the general principle which had hitherto been the chief object of her reign, that of gradually extending the 
privileges and freedom of the lower clafs of people. By introducing among the peafants of the Ukraine, 
or Ruffian Finland, a tax, which is confidered as a badge of flavery, file has been reduced to the neeeflity 
of rendering them ferfs, or glcba adflri^t f who were before free peafant*, from the impolitic law, which is 
the unavoidable confequence of the poll-tax, in a country wherein the nobles can alone pofiefs landed pio- 
perty, that of making the landholder anfwerahle for the afleiTment of hia peafants ; as under thatcireum- 
ftance he muft have the power of preventing their migration. 

* The Emprefs thus exprefTes herfelf on this head ; 

“ II n J y a guere de village, qui ne paye fes redevances en argent. Les poll'eHears, qui ne voyent jamais ou 
que tree rarement leurs villages, impofent chaqiie tete a ua a deux et jufqu’a cinq roubles, fans s'embaraffer 
comment lepayfan s’y prendra pour gagner cet argent. 

** II feroit tree neceflaire de preferire aux pofleffeurs des Lois qui les obligent 3 agir avec plu§ de circon- 
fpe&ion dans la mauiere dont i£f fe font payer leurs droits, et a exiger du payfan dee redevances qui foient 
de nature a 1*eloigner le moins qu'il fera poffible de fa maifon et de fa famille. Par ce moytn Fon mettra 
Pagricuitureen vigueur, et la population augmentera dans Fempirc.” Inltruftion, &c. p. 79, 

Tliis cullom of obliging the peafants to pay an annual fumin money, frequently drives the neceffitous to 
the mott defperite modes of acquiring it. 
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Drice. or receive from them an annual compenfation for the permiffton of exercifrag 
their trade for their own advantage. 

In regard to the lord’s authority over their perfons, according to the ancient laws, he 
might try them in his own courts of juftice, or punifh them without any procefs; he 
could fnflift every fpecies of penalty excepting the knoot, order them to be whipped, or 
confined in dungeons; he might fend them to houles of correftion, or banilh them into 
Siberia; or, in Ihort, take cognizance of every mifdemeanour which was not a public 
offence. He had, indeed, no power over their lives; for, if a Have was beat by order 
of his mafter, and died within the fpace of three days, the matter was guilty of murder, 
unlefs other reafons could be affigned for his demife. But was not this almoft a mockery 
of juftice? For furely a man might be terribly chaftifed without fuffering death 
within three dap; and if a vaffal died within that fpace, and his mafter was a man 
of eonfequence, who could bring him to juftice?* By the new regulations, this 
enormous power is reduced by reftriftions more confonant to the humane principles 
which diftinguilh all the regulations of the Emprefs; and the right of infliaing punifti- 
ment is lodged, where it ever ought to be, in the hands of the public magiftrate. 
Abufes, however, ftill fubfift ; but mult, in time, yield to the influence of fuch falutary 
inftitutions. 

I am for from afferting, that inhumanity is the general chara&eriftic of the Ruffian 
nobility ; or that many perfons do not treat their vaffals with the utmoft benevolence. 
I am alfo well aware, that feveral peafonts are in fuch a flourifliing condition as to have 
accumulated very confiderable capitals without dread of exaction j and that fome even 
poffefs landed eftates under their matters’ names. But if we confider the unhappy plea- 
fure which too many feel in tyrannizing over their inferiors, we have every reafon to 
conclude, that the generality of boors mu ft ftill be cruelly oppreffed. How then can a 
country be foid to be civilized, in which domeftic flavery ftill exifts ? 

The vaffals who work for their matters, generally receiving their maintenance, or 
being accommodated with a fmall portion of land, always enjoy in fufficient abundance 
the common necefi'aries of life ; and ufually fpend their earnings in clothes or fpirituous 
liquors. Thofe who, in contradiction to this general rule, fove the profits of their 
labour, or trade, conceal as much as polfible an acquifition of fortune; they feldom 
change their mode of living, and frequently bury their money in the ground. This 
cuftom is one reafon, among feveral others, of the fcarcity of filver currency ; that 
being the fpecie which is chiefly amaffed. The practice of hiding money is common in 
all countries of the Eaft, where property is not well fecured j and where the people, 
through dread of exadtions, cannot even venture to ufe the riches which they have 
acquired. 

A peafant may obtain his liberty, r. By manumiffion, which, on the death^of the 
mafter, is frequently granted to thofe who have ferved in the capacity of his immediate 
domeftics; 2. By pur chafe ; 3. By ferving in the army or navy; for a peafant is free 

* How often muff fuch tyrannies efcape the cognizance of the court, and remain unpunifhed f Some¬ 
times, indeed, a noble is brought to juftice. One inftance, though mentioned in a former publication, I 
beg leave to introduce in this place ; “ In the prifon of Mofcow there is a gentleman confined, and he alone 
is denied the privilege of ever coming from his cell; a punifh men t which is by no means adequate to his 
crime ; namely, that of ordering feveral of his peafants to be whipped in fo cruel a manner, that they died. 
This circumftance will fhow the power which the lords have over their peafants ; and will at the fame time 
prove, that fuch crimes, when difeovered, do not always remain unpunifhed.’* Account of Prifons, &c. 
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from the moment of his enrolment. In all thefe cafes the Emprefs has facilitated the 
means of obtaining freedom, by waving feveral rights of the crown, which, in fome 
meafure, obftrufted this emancipation. Although the fovereign cannot alter the funda¬ 
mental ftate of property, by conferring on the peafants, as individuals, privileges which 
might infringe thofe of the nobles ; yet lhe has alleviated their condition by iffuing 
feveral laws in their favour. By allowing free peafants to fettle in any part of her 
dominions, and enrol themfelves among the burghers or merchants, according to their 
refpe&ive capital, fhe has given a liability to their freedom, and afforded the ftrongeft 
incitements for the exertions of induftry. She has repealed thofe oppreffive laws, 
which forbad, in certain diftrids, all peafants to marry without the confedt of the 
governor of the province, or the vayvode of the town, who ufualiy exacted a prefent 
from the parties.* 

From this general review of the various inhabitants in Ruffia, it may be perceived, 
that, though proceeding towards civilization, they are Hill far removed from that data; 
that a general improvement cannot take place while the greater part continue in abfo- 
lute vaffalage; nor can any effectual change be introduced in the national manners, 
until the people enjoy full fecurity in their perfons and property. 


Chap. XVII. — Academy of Sciences.—Origin and injlitution. — Tranfadlicns. — Members. 
— Library.—Mufeum.—Fojfsle bones of elephants and other animals found in Siberia .— 
Native copper and iro?i. — Golden ornaments from feveral ancient fepulchres.—Ruffian 
corns .— Waxen figure of Peter the Great.-—Celefiial Globe ofGottorp.—Academy of Arts .— 
Societyfor the promotion of Agriculture .— Corps de cadets.—Convent des demoifelles nobles. 

THE Imperial Academy of Sciences owes its inftitution to Peter the Great, who, 
during his travels, obferved the advantage of public focieties for the promotion of liter¬ 
ature. By the advice of Wolf and Leibnitz, the Society was regulated, and feveral 
learned foreigners were invited to become members. Peter himfelf drew the plan, and 
figned it on the 10th of February 1724 j but was prevented, by his fudden death, from 
carrying it into execution. His deceafe, however, did not prevent its completion ; for, 
on the 2 iff of December 1725, it was eftablilhed by Catherine I. and on the 27th the 
firft affembly took place. On the iff of Auguft 1726, Catherine honoured the meet¬ 
ing with her prefence, when profeffor Bulfinger, an eminent German naturalift, pro¬ 
nounced an oration upon the advances made by means of the loadltone and needle for 
the difcovery of the longitude, f 

The Emprefs fettled an annual fund of 5,000k J for the fupport of the Academy; and 
fifteen members, eminent for learning and talents, were admitted and penfioned, under 
the title of profeffors in the various branches of literature and fcience. The molt dif- 
tinguilhed were Nicholas and Daniel Bernouilli, the two De Lilies, Bulfinger and Wolf. 


* See 1 17th article of the Mamfefto, at the conclufion of the peace with the Grand Signor : t( In cei> 
tain diftri&s of our empire it has been hitherto neceifary to obtain a permiflion to marry from the governors 
of provinces* or the vayvodes of towns, and this permiflion was ufualiy purchafed by money or cattle. 
We abolish this cuftom 5 and from this time every perfon /hall be free to marry without obtaining fimilar 
permiflioiiB,” 

f See Nachrieht von der Kays: Acad, See , in Schmidt Beytraeye, p. 35 ; alfo Jour, Pet, for June 
1779, P* 3 8 3 ’ 

| 4f Summam aPetro Magno conftitutam vigintbquatuor millium nongentorum et duodecim rubellonum/ J 
Nov. Com, I, p.c. 

During 
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_ During the fliort reign of Peter the Second, the faiaries of the members were difcon- 
tinued, and the Academy neglefted by the court; but it was again patronized by the 
Emprefs Anne, who even added a feminary for the education of youth, under the 
fuperintendance of the profeffors. Both inftitudons flouriflied under the direction of 
baron Korf; but, on his death, an ignorant perfon being appointed prefident, many 
of the mott able members quitted Ruffia. At the acceflion of Elizabeth new life and 
vigour were reftored to the Academy: the original plan was enlarged and improved; 
fome of the raoft learned foreigners were again drawn to Peterfburgh, and, what was 
confidered as a good omen for the literature of Ruffia, two natives, Lomonofof and 
Rumovfky, men of genius and abilities, who had profecuted their ftudies in foreign 
univerfities, were enrolled among the members. The annual income was increafed to 
10,659!., and foon afterwards the new inftitution took place. 

The Emprefs Catherine, with her ufual zeal for promoting the diffufion of know¬ 
ledge, took this ufeful Society under her more immediate prote&ion ; (lie altered the 
court of direftors, greatly to the advantage of the whole body; correded many abufes, 
and infufed a new fpirit into their refearches. By her particular recommendation, the 
mod ingenious profeffors vifited the various provinces of her dominions; and as the 
fund of the Academy was not diffident to fupply the whole expence, the Emprefs 
bellowed a largefs * of 2,000!., which has been occafionally renewed. 

The purport of thefe travels will appear from the indru&ions given by the Academy, 
The perfons engaged in thefe expeditions were ordered to purfue their inquiries on the 
different forts of earths and waters ; on the belt methods of cultivating the barren and 
defart fpots ; on the local diforders incident to men and animals, and the moll effica¬ 
cious means of relieving them; on breeding cattle, and particularly flieep on the 
rearing of bees and filk-worms; on the different places and objefls for filhing and 
hunting; on minerals; on the arts and trades: and on the indigenous plants, to form a 
Flora Rujjica. They were particularly inftrufted to redtify the longitude and latitude 
of the principal towns; to make aftronoinical, geographical, and meteorological ob- 
fervations ; to trace the courfe of the rivers; to take the mod exacl charts ; to defcribe 
with accuracy the manners, cultoms, dreffes, languages, antiquities, traditions, hillory, 
religion : in a word, to gain every information which might tend to illudrate the real 
Hate of the Empire. 

In confequence of thefe expeditions, perhaps no country can boall, within the fpace 
of a few years, fuch a number of excellent publications on its internal date, natural 
productions, topography, geography, and hidory ; on the manners, cudoms, and lan¬ 
guages of the different people, as have iffued from the prefs of the Academy. 

I he mod remarkable of thefe didinguifhed travellers are Pallas, Gmelin, Gulden- 
flaedt f, Georgi, and Eepekin. 

The fird Tran factions of this Society were publiflied in 1728, and intitled, Commen- 
iar'ti Academia Scientiarum lmpcrialh Petropoiitatue, ad An. 1726, with a dedication to 
Peter II. The publication was continued under this form until the year 1747, when the 
Tranfaflioas were called Novi J Conunentarii Academia ?, &c. In 1767 the Academy again 
changed the title into A 6 la Academics Scientiarum hnperialis Pctropolitance , and altered the 

* Bach. Raff. Bibl. vol. i. p. 50. 

1 " The reader will find an account of Pallas, Gmelin, and Guldcnftaedt in the next chapter. 

[ 44 Huqc autem et lequcntes tomos Novorum Comment a riorum nomine ideo venire, quia Actdtmia nunc 
novis legib us inftru&a eft ; et dalles hie aliter, ac in prsecedentibua to mis fieri folebat, dilpofitae inveniun- 

tur.” Nov. Cam. vol. i. p. 4.-In this lame volume the ftatutes for the Regulation of the Society, 

under its new inftitutions, are inferted, p. 9—33.' 
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arrangement of the work. The papers, which had been hitherto publiflied in the Latin 
tongue, are now written either in that language, or French; and a preface is added, 
ftyled Partie Hijiorique , which contains an account of the proceedings, meetings, ad- 
miflion of new members, and other occurrences.* Of the Commentaries, fourteen 
volumes were publiflied ; the firft of the New Commentaries made its appearance in 
1750, and the twentieth in 1776. Under the title of Asia Academia, feveral volumes 
have been given to the public : and two are to be printed every year. Thefe Tranfac- 
tions abound with ingenious and elaborate difquifitions on various parts of fcience and 
natural hiftory, which refleff great honour upon their authors; and it may not be an 
exaggeration to afl'ert, that no fociety in Europe has more diflinguilhed itfelf for the 
excellence of its publications, particularly in the abftrufe parts of the pure and mixed 
mathematics. 

The Academy is ftill compofed, as at firfl, of fifteen profefibrs, the prefident and 
director. Each profeffor has a houfe and an annual ftipend from 200I. to 600I. Be- 
fide the profefibrs, there are four adjuncts, who are alfo penfioned; they are at prefent 
at the fittings of the Society, and fucceed to the firfl: vacancies. 

This general account of the eftablifhment, progrefs, and prefent ftate of the Aca¬ 
demy, will be naturally fucceeded by a defcription of the library, the cabinet of natu¬ 
ral hiftory, and the other curiofities, which I vifited feveral times during my flay at 
Peteriburgh. 

The library owed its origin to 2,500 volumes which Peter the Great feized at Mittau, 
in his Swedifh campaign ; it was afterwards increafed by the bounty of that emperor, 
and of his fucceffors, and lately enriched by the curious colleftion of Prince Radzivil at 
Newitz, taken by the Ruffians in 1772, during the troubles of Poland. M. Bachmeifter 
informed me, that fince this laft acquifition, the number of books amounted to thirty- 
fix thoufand. The moft ancient MSS. are the Lives of the Saints, written in 1298, 
and a Chronicle of Neftor, the earlieft hiftorian of this empire. This chronicle, together 
with thofe of Novogorod, Plefcof, of the Ukraine, Cafan, and Allracan, the genea¬ 
logical tables of the early great dukes, from Vladimir the Great to the Tzar Ivan 
Vaffilievitch, compiled in the 12th, 13th, 14th, and following centuries, convinced me, 
that Ruffia is extremely rich, as well in documents relating to its more remote annals, 
as to thofe of later times.f They are all written in the Sclavonian tongue. Among the 
MSS. relating to the hiftory of Ruffia, muft not be omitted fixteen volumes in folio, 
containing an account of the negotiations of Peter’s minifters, from 1711 to 1716 5 
alfo thirty volumes of the official eorrefpondence of Prince Mentchikof, from 1703 to 
1717 : thefe collections would ferve as good materials towards compiling an authentic 
hiftory of Peter the Great, a work much wanted. 

One MS. although of very modern date, is yet highly valued, on account of the 
augull perfon by whom it was written, and is preferved in an elegant box of bronze, 
gilt. It contains the inftrnations of the Emprefs to the committee delegated to form a 
new code of laws j inftructions drawn up by herfelf, and written with her own hand. 
This MS. is always placed upon the table, whenever the members of the Academy hold 
a folemn meeting. 

Among feveral books, the librarian fhowed me a volume, containing the Afts of 
the Apoftles, and the Epiftles, which is curious, as being the firft book printed in 
Ruffia J j it bears the date of 1564, and iflued from the prefs eftablilhed at Mofcow. 

* Afta Pet. for 1771. P. I. f See Chap. 8. 

t Mr. Nichols informs us, that this book was ten years in the prefs, and that the names of the firft 
printers were Ivan Hoderfon and Peter Timofioffson. See « The Origin of Printing, 1776,” p. 288. 
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The paper is certainly of our manufacture, as it bears the Englifh ftainp; and we find 
in Hakluyt, that paper was among the firft imports which Ruffia received from 
England. 

This library contains, perhaps, more Chinefe books than any other collection in 
Europe. They are claffed in port-folios, and confift of two thoufand eight hundred 
feparate pieces. An exa£t catalogue has been lately made by Leontief, who paffed 
feveral years at Pekin, where a Ruffian church is eftablifhed, and ftudents are permitted 
to refide for the purpofe of learning the language.* Hitherto we have been indebted 
almoft to the French alone for accounts of the Chinefe empire.! The amicable inter- 
courfe, however, which has for fome time fubfifted between the courts of Peterf- 
burgh and Pekin, has facilitated the acquifition of Chinefe books ; and the eftablilh- 
ment of a feminary at Pekin has led the Ruffians to obtain a more accurate knowledge 
of that country. Hence many interefting publications have appeared at Peterlburgh, 
relative to the laws, hiftory, and geography of China, extracted and tranflated from the 
originals publilhed at Pekin. 

The various branches of natural hiftory are diftributed in different apartments. 
This mufeum, which is extremely rich in native productions, has been confiderably 
augmented by numerous fpecimens, collected by Pallas, Gmelin, Guldenftaedt, and 
other learned profeffors, during their late expeditions through the Ruffian empire. 

The fluffed animals and birds occupy one apartment. Among the former I par¬ 
ticularly obferved the Equus Hcmtonus , a fpecies of wild horfe, which bears the appear¬ 
ance of a mule: it refembles an afs in the mane, ears, feet, and tail, and principally 
in the black ftreak down the back; in other parts it is like a horfe. It is the fame 
which was called by Ariftotle the Hemionos, found in his days in Syria, and which he 
celebrates for its amazing fwiftnefs and fecundity ; it is denominated by the Mongols 
djhiggetei, which fignifies eared : it is alfo known among naturalills by the name of mulus 
Dauricus , becaufe it is found in Dauria, about the rivers A moor, Onon, and Orgoon. 
Thefe animals, however, are there obferved only in fmall numbers, detached from the 
numerous herds which inhabit the deferts of Tartary, to the fouth of the Ruffian do¬ 
minions. Their fwiftnefs is proverbial, and is faid to exceed even that of the antelope: 
they are defcribed by the Tartars as very fierce, and fo untraClable as not to be tamed. 
Pallas has favoured the world with an accurate defcription and engraving of this lin¬ 
gular animal, in the New Commentaries of the Academy, to which 1 refer the reader, 
as well as to Pennant’s account, in his Hiftory of Quadrupeds. The other animals 
peculiar to Ruffia and the adjacent countries, which attracted my notice, are the wild 
ram, called Argali by the Mongols, by Linnseus Capra Ammon , which inhabits the 
mountainous deferts fouth of the lake Baikal; the Bos Grunnicns of Linnaeus, or 
grunting ox of Pennant, which inhabits Tartary and Thibet, and is mentioned here 
for the uncommon beauty of the tail, full and flowing, of a gloffy and filky texture. 
Thefe tails form a confiderable article of exportation from Thibet. The Indians fallen 
fmall bundles of the hair for fly-flaps ; the Chinefe dye tufts with a beautiful fcarlet, for 
the decoration of their caps, and the Turks employ it as ornaments J to their ftandards. 

I obferved alfo the ibex, or bouquetin J|, of Siberia, the white bear, the ermine, the 
mulk-rat, the flying fquirrel; among the amphibious animals, the fea-horfe, whofe tulk 

# See Ruffian Difcoveries, 

f The account of Lord Macartney's embafly, by the late Sir George Staunton, has added to our 
knowledge of that empire. 

\ The Europeans erroueoufly fnppofe thefe ornaments to be made from horfe-taila* 

|1 See aceouit of the bouquetin, in Travels io Switzerland, Letter 41* 
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is ufed inftead of Ivory, and the fea-otter, which Is caught on the coaft of Kamtchatka, 
and of the Aleutian and Fox Iflands. This animal is greatly prized for its rich and 
valuable fur, and the Ikin is difpofed of to the Chinefe at a high price * - 

The coliedlion of birds, infects, filh, ihells, dried plants, all ranged in exaft order, 
and after the fyftem of Linn a: us, next attracts the obfervation of the naturalift. 

In the cabinet of natural hiltory, I was furprifed at the number and variety of foffil 
bones, teeth, and horns, of the elephant, rhinoceros, and buffalo, difcovered in dif¬ 
ferent parts of this empire, but more particularly in the fouthern regions of Siberia, 
where thefe animals where never known to exift. According to the opinion of Peter, 
who, though a great monarch, was certainly no great naturalift, the teeth found near 
Voronetz were the remains of elephants belonging to the army of Alexander the 
Great, who, according to fame hiftorians, crofted the Den, and advanced as far as 
Ivoftinka. The celebrated Bayer conjectures f, that the bones and teeth found in 
Siberia belonged to the elephants common in that country, during the wars of the 
Mongol monarchs with the Perfians and Indians; and this plaufible fuppofition is in 
fome meafure corroborated by the difeovery of the entire Ikeleton of an elephant in 
one of the Siberian tombs. But this opinion, as Pallas juftly obferves, is fufficiently 
refuted by the confederation, that the elephants employed in all the armies of India 
could never have afforded the vaft quantities of teeth which have been already dif¬ 
covered j. 

The fame ingenious naturalift has given ample description of thefe fofiil bones, and 
endeavoured to account for their origin §. On examining thofe in the mufeum, he 
was led to conclude, that as thefe bones are equally difperfed in all the northern re¬ 
gions of Europe, the climate probably was in the earlier ages fufficiently warm to be 
the native countries of the elephant, rhinoceros, and other quadrupeds, now found 
only in the fouth. But when he vifited, during his travels, the fpots where the foffil 
bodies were found, and could form a judgment from his own obfervations, and not 
from the accounts of others, he candidly renounced his former hypothecs, and, in 
conformity with the opinions of many modem philofophers, afferted that they muft 
have been brought by the waters, and that nothing but a hidden and general inunda¬ 
tion, fuch as the deluge, could have tranfported them from their native countries to the 
regions of the north. In proof of this affertion he adds, the bones are generally found 
feparate, as if Scattered by the waves, covered with a ftratum of mud, evidently form¬ 
ed by the waters, and commonly intermixed with the remains of marine plants ||, 
inftances of which he himfelf obierved during his progrefs through Siberia, and which 
fufficiently prove that thefe regions of Afia were once overwhelmed with the fea. 

I he moft curious of thefe ipecimens is the head and foot of a rhinoceros, which 
were dug up entire in a bank of the Vilui, a fmall river falling into the Lena, in lati* 

* See Ruffian DrCcoveries. Le Biuyn’a Travels, vol. i. p. 63. 

% Nov. Com. XIII. p. 440* 

^ Nov, Com. de Ofiibus Sibirke fofTdlbus, He fays, that in no country more foJTU bones have been 
difcovered than in Siberia ; and that elephants 3 teeth have been dug up m Inch plenty, as to make a con- 
fid erablc article of trade* 

II Fallaa, in a recent publication, has deferibed federal foJIil bones lately dug up in the government of 
Cafan, fome whereof were lent to Peteriburgh In J 77£3» and depofited In the mufeum of the Academy* 
*3 he moil remarkable of thefe bones which he enumerates* ate the following : An elephant's tooth, 10 
fpans inches long, and lyf inches in circumference ; ditto, 5 feet 3 inches hi length, and the fame m 
circumference ; fevcral bones of elephants of confiderable fize j a damaged horn of a rhinoceros* 2 feet 4 
inches long ■ a jaw of a rhinoceros, 3 fpans and if inches long, containing two black-teeth* Sec* Bericht 
von Gebeirien groifer auflaendifeher Tldere. Fallas* s Nordifche Beytrage, vol i. p* 173. 
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tude 64, below Yakutfk: ihe body was found in December 1771 ; and when Pallas 
vifited thofe parts the following year, the head and two legs were fent to him by the 
governor of the province, and by him tnmfmifted £0 the mufeum. Even the fkin and 
hair are very apparent. 

The account of the difcovery is related in his Travels *. 

The ores coJlefted from the numerous mines of the Ruffian empire, highly deferve 
the attention of the miners logift. In fpeaking of this colleflion, I fhall confine myfelf 
to two fpecimens intereOing to muiralifts j native copper, and a large mafs of native 
iron. The former was brought from a final! ifland, within fight of Karntcbatka, 
which takes the name of Mednoi Qftrof, or Copper Ifianci, from the pieces of native 
copper f not unfrequently found upon the beach. 

The fpecimen of native iron is part of a moll remarkable mafs of that metal in its 
pure Rate, blended with glafs-Hke matter \: it is in every refpeft perfect, malleable, 
and capable of being forged into any form ; fufceptible of ruft; in a word, poffeffing 
all the qualities of iron. It was difcovered in Siberia by Pallas, who favoured me with 
a defcription, which will ferve to elucidate his account fent to the Royal Society* Let 
me only remark, that I repeatedly examined the fpecimen, and found its real Rate to be 
exaftly deferibed. I exprefsly mention thefe cirainiRanees, as fome perfons have 
doubted the exigence of this block of native iron ; and as I am always anxious, when¬ 
ever I have it in my power, to afeertain the truth of every relation which I give to the 
public. 

* “ This winter the hunters-of Yakutfk having found, near the rivulet Vilui, the body of an unknown 
animal, the bead and two binder feet were fent to Irkutfk by Ivan Argunof, vayvode of Vilitik. In the 
account of this difeovery, dated the 17th of January, it appears, that In December* about twenty-fix 
tnilea above Vililfk, the body of an animal was obferved half buried in the fand, about a fathom from the 
water, and four fathom from a deep cliff. Being meafured, it was found to be feven feet (zven inches in 
length, and in height about feven feet fix inches. The hide was entire, the body appeared of its natural 
bulk ; but in fuch a (late, that only the head and feet could be carried away ; one of the feet was fent to 
Yakutfk, and the remainder to lrkutfk On mfpe^fion, they feemed to have belonged to a full-grown 
rhinoceros; and as the head was entirely covered with the fkiu* there could be no doubt of the fa& On 
one fide the fmall hairs were (till perfedh The exterior organization was well preferred, and the eye-lids 
were not entirely corrupted. Here and there, under the fkin, and the bones, and alfo in the hollow part- 
of the ikull, was found a flimy fnbflance, the remains of the putrid flefh j and upon the feet, betide the* 
flime, parts of the tendons and fincwB were obfervaL Both the horn and hoofs were wanting but the 
hollow in which the horn had been fct, and the edge of the {kin which encircled its bafe, being apparent 
and the cloven Reparation oR the hoofs being vlfible, afforded undoubted proof that the animal was a rhU 
Aoceros. I fhall here mention a few arcutnftances, which 1 obtained from Argunof, relative to the place 
where the remains of^ the rhinoceros were dileovered, and add a few conjectures on the pofijbility of them 
preservation during lo long a period. The country about the Vtiui Is mountainous ; and the mountains 
vonfifl of ftrati; partly ot faiftl and llmdlone, partly of day mixed with many pebbles. The body wag 
round in a Hill, compofed of fand and pebbles, about fifteen fathoms high ; it was buried deep in a coarfc 
gravelly fand ; and was preferred by tlie frofl, as the ground in that part h never thawed at any confi- 
derablc depth. Without this circnm fiance the fkin and other parts of this quadruped would not have been 
fa long prdferved. For we cannot affign the quick tranlportation of this animal, from its native country 
in the fouth to thefe cold regions, to a later period, or to a kfs important caufe, than to the deluge ; as 
the molt ancient hiftories of mankind make no mention of any later revolution of this globe, which could, 
with equal probability, have buried thefe remains of the rhinoceros, as well as the bones of depbantsTcat- 
tered throughout Siberia .» Fallas R e ife, part LiL p. 07 ( 

f See Rufikn Dlfcoverles- v y/ 

t It appears, by Meyer*s analyfis of this mineral, that the gJafs-like matter confifts 0 f eight parts of 
terrugineous earth, twentyTeven of fdicious earth, and twenty five of the earth of magnefia. See Meyer's 
" mlt der von dem Herns Prof. Pallas in Siberien gcfundeiien Lifuiauffei” in Bdehaeftigun rcm 

ia Berlin, Gtfellfebafu YoL ili. 405, 
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« This mafs, which exhibits the firfl inflance of native iron ever found in a perfect 
Hate of malleability, was difcovered on an eminence oppofite to Mount Mentis, near 
the eaftern bank of the Yenisei, between the rivulets Oberi and Sifim, which fall into 
that river above the town of Krafnoyarlk. It was a feparate mafs, which feemed to 
have been detached, by a lapfe of time, from the hill on which it veiled ; and what is 
verv remarkable, the chain of mountains, among which it was found, do not afford 
the lead traces of any volcano, any remains of forges or ancient mines, or in any other 
part the fmalleft appearances of native iron. Within three hundred arid feventy-four 
yards of the fpot where it was obferved, is a rich vein of bluetih magnetic ore j which, 
being vifited by the Ruffian miners, firlt led to the difeovery of the infulated mals. In 
its original flare, it weighed, one thousand four hundred and forty Englifh pounds, and 
vi as incrufted in ttiofl parts with a thick coat of blackifh iron ore. The infide confilts 
of pure malleable iron, divided by irregular cavities, which are filled with a vitrified 
tranfparent fubflance, yellow for the mod part, but black in a few places, efpecially 
near the furface, and blended here and there with ochre. Thofe who have never feen 
any part of this mafs may be difpofed to conclude that it mud have been the effe£t of 
art; but they who examine it with attention mud be of opinion, that it was entirely 
natural, although they cannot account for the mode of its produ&ion.” 

The anatomical cabinet is highly efleemed; it was prepared by Ruyfch, a celebrated 
anatomid of the Hague, and fold, in 1717, to Peter the Great, for 30,000 florins *. 
This collection is remarkable for the regular fuccefiion of foetufes in fpirits, from the 
ear lied period of conception to the birth of the infant; and for the injections of the 
brain and eye. The membranes of the eye are fo fine and tender, that it requires in¬ 
finite care to injeft them ; and Ruyfch fucceeded in this difficult operation. He fup- 
pofed that he had difcovered a new membrane in the choroides of the eye, which is from 
him called Ruyfchian ; and although, in the opinion of the mod able anatomids, he did 
not fuccced in his attempts to prove the exidence of this new membrane f, yet his 
labours mud be edeemed of great ufe, and his injections of the finer veffels of the eye 
are juftly admired for their fuperior delicacy. 

I haden to the chamber of rarities, in which, among the mod confpicuous curiofities, 
mud be mentioned the arms and ornaments found in the tombs of Siberia, many of 
which are of great value being of maffive gold, and of elegant workmanlhip. Thefe 

ornaments 

* About ^joool. 

f He affirmed, that he sjivided the choroides into two membranes; but it h now the received opinion* 
that he only fplit the fame membrane into two pails. 

£ The quantity of gold found in thofe combs is fcarceIy credible, One which, waa opened in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Irtifti, is thus deferibed in the Archseologia : 

“After removing a very deep covering of earth and Hones, the workmen came to three vaults conftnifted 
of ftones of rude workmanfhip. 

** That wherein the Prince was departed, which was in the centre, and the largefl. of the three, was 
eatily diftingmfhed by the fword, fpear, bow* quiver, and arrow, which lay befide him. In the vault be* 
yond him, towards which his feet lay, were hishorfe, bridle, faddle, and fttmips. The body of the Prince 
lay in a reclining poflure, upon a fheet of pure gold, extending from head to foot, and another fhcet of 
gold of the like dlmenJionrS ivas fpread over him. He was wrapped in a rich mantle, bordered with gold, 
and ftudded with rubies and emeralds. His head, neck, breatf, and arms naked, and without any orna¬ 
ment. 

u In rhe leffer vault lay the Princefs, diltinguifhed by her female ornaments* She was placed reclining 
agalnlt the walls, with a gold chain of many links, fet with rubies, round her neckband gold bracelets round 
her arms The head, breaft, and arms were naked. The body was covered with a rich robe, but without 
any bolder of gold or jewels, and was laid on a fhcet of line gold, and covered over with another- The 
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ornaments confifl: of bracelets, feme of which weigh a pound ; collars in the lhape of 
fcrpems ; vafes, crowns, bucklers, rings, figures of animals richly carved in gold and 
- filver ; fabres with golden hilts, ornamented with precious flones ; Tartar idols, and 
other antiquities. Some of thefe antiquities were copper knives, ipears, and fwords, but 
the greater part of tnalEve gold, and of elegant workmanlhip. But how are we to ac¬ 
count lor the exigence of a civilized nation, capable of thefe works oi art, on the banks 
of the Irtifli, the Tobol, and the Yenifei ? This queftion is fatisfaftorily iolved by Mul¬ 
ler, who made refearches, and pttbliflied an excellent treadle on the fubjedt *. 

After defcribing the different fpecics of tombs in the fouibern parts of Siberia, he 
adds: “ That as in feveral the bones of men, women, and horfes, have been found, 
with javelins, bows, arrows, and other weapons, it is evident that the fame ancient fu- 
perffition, which ffill reigns in India, was formerly prevalent in Siberia; namely, that 
departed fouls follow the fame occupations in a future Hate, which they purfued in this 
world For this purpofe, at the demife of a diffinguiflied perfon, his favourite wife, 
Servants, anil horfes, were facrificed at his tomb, and buried with him; and for the fame 
reafon his arms, drefs, and accoutrements, were alfo interred : hence the Indian wives, 
to this day, throw themfelves on the funeral pile of their hulbands.” Muller corrobo¬ 
rates this opinion by obfervi'ng, that according to the archives of Yakutlk, he found this 
cuftom lubfifted among the inhabitants when the Ruffians conquered Siberia. He next 
endeavours to afcertain the people to whom thefe burial places belonged; and he is 
equally judicious in the folution of this difficult enquiry. The richeft of thefe burial 
places, he fays, were made in the time of Zinghis Khan and liis immediate fuccefiors. 
The inoff valuable tombs being found near the banks of the Volga, the Tobol, and the 
Irtifli; the next in value in the deferts of the Yenifei; and the pooreft in the countries 
bordering on the lake Baikal; he fuppofes them all to have been the work of the Mongol 
fiords at different periods. 

Zinghis, or Tchinghis Khan laid the foundation of this vaff power in the beginning 
of the 13th century The roving hordes of Mongols, who were firil reduced under 
his dominion, inhabited the countries about the rivers Selenga, Tola, Orkon, and Anon, 
ilretching from the Amoor to the Mongol Defert, which leads to the wall of China. 
Thefe hordes were at that time a poor tribe; and hence the tombs which are found in 
thofe parts are fcantily provided with rich accoutrements, and ornaments of value. 

Zinghis having fubjected the Mongols, turned his arms to different quarters. With 
the aid of thefe warlike tribes, he and his fucceffors conquered great part of China, In¬ 
dependent Tartary, Perfia, and India, and held for fome years almoft all Ruffia under 
their yoke. The plunder, of fuch extenfive countries centered far the molt part in the 
capital of the chief Khan, acknowledged by all the feudal princes as the head of that 
vaff empire, which, on the death of Zinghis, was divided into many independent prin- 


four flieets of gold weighed forty pounds. The robes of both looked fair and complete, but upon touching, 
crumbled into dull.” 

Demidof’a Account of certain Tartarian Antiquities* in the Archa^obgia* voh ii. p, 233, 224. 

* Sec Mr. Mulkr^s excellent Trcatifc Von den Altera Graebern in Siberia in Haygold, v oL ii* p, 155 3 
alfo in the Journal of St. Pet. for 1779* 
t Or as the poet has elegantly exprciTed it: 

*- Qua gratia cut rum 

, jlrmorvmque fmt ■oi'ul.r, qu<s cum mtentes 

P&fom tqm; wdm fcquitur tellurc repojlos * JEncid, lib- vh 633. 

cipalities. 
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cipaOtiea* This capital was* affiant the middle of the thirteenth century* fitented be¬ 
tween the Yaik and Ittifii * ; and accordingly the richeft fepuichres are difeovered in 
the parts lying between thofe two rivers. 

I awards the beginning of the fifteenth century, the power of the Mongols was anni¬ 
hilated in thefe parte, and there feems no other period, but the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, in which they could have colfe£ted fuch m iminenfc booty as the ornaments- 
found in thefe tombs feern to indicate* 

A long gallery contains the various drefles of the inhabitants in the Ruffian empire, 
and of many ealtern nations: among, which the Cbinefe are the mod eoniiderable. One 
apartment is filled with the dre/fes* amis, and implements brought from the new-dif- 
covered iflands between Afia and America, and from the parts of the continent vifited 
by the Ruffian veffels. Some of thefe fpecimens are the fame which .are mentioned in 
the Journals of the Ruffian Voyages, namely* caps beautifully adorned with long dream¬ 
ers of hair like ancient helmets ; clothes made with the ikins of fea-otters* of rein-deer* 
and of birds painted red* and ornamented with fringes of leather, hair, or finews \ alfa 
wooden maiks, reprefentmg the heads of large fifh and fea*animals* which the inhabi¬ 
tants oceafionally wear at feilivals f. 

Jn this gallery are various idols* which Pallas procured from the Calmuc or Mongol 
hordes roving in Siberia* many of whom are iiill plunged in a Hate of thegroffeft idola¬ 
try, and follow the religion of the Dalai Lama. Some of thefe deities are delineated 
on canvas ; others are of clay, painted or gilt; a few are of bronze* chiefly procured 
from Thibet. They are moftly grotefque figures, with many hands and arms* fitting 
crofs-Iegged, and funllar to thofe worfhipped by many feels in the Eaft : they are hol¬ 
low* and generally filled with relics and fentences of prayers. Engravings of the mofl 
remarkable idols are given in Pal!as 5 s Travels J, 

The collection of Ruffian coins throws a confiderable light on the early hiftory of this 
country. I he mofl ancient fubftitutes for money were final] pieces of leather, or of 
martens 5 ftin; but in their dealings with foreigners* the Ruffians, like the Chioefe* 
exchanged their merchandize for gold and filver in bullion* The firft ?era of coining 
in Ruffia is unknown; but the art was probably derived from the Tartars* The 
coins § are ranged in nine clafles, 

1* I he firft contains thofe without infcriptions: thefe* which are undoubtedly the 
rnoft ancient, exhibit in one or two inftances a human figure on horfeback* wielding a 
fword; but are for the mo ft part ftamped with the rude reprefentations of certain 
animals, which || denote their Tartarian origin. The cycle or period of computation 
employed by the Tartars* was fimikr to that ftill ufed by the Chinefe and Mongols* and 
contained twelve years, each fucceffively marked by a different animal: x. a motile; 

* P^iibiuc]ii3s, in bis journey to the Khan Magna* fuceeffor of Zinghis Khan, defcribes the laft river he 
cmfTeef to be the Yaik, and as he never mentions the Ivtifh, it k probable that the feat of the court was 
between thefe two rivers* 

Thefe ornaments are executed with fuch tafte and elegance, as to render it probable that they were exe¬ 
cuted by Europeans, drawn by the liberality of Zinghis Khan and hh fucceflbrs ; and Rubniquifl met) at 
the court of Magnu, William Boucher, a French goldfmith. 

t See Ruffian Bifco verier alio Cook 7 s and Vancouver^ Voyages. 

% See Lord Macartney’s Embaffy j Turner’s Embafly. 

S Lc Clerc has lately favoured the public with a curious account of the Numifmatic Hiftory of Ruffia* 
which lie h^sjrendered extremely valuable by engravings of one hundred and feventy-feven of the moll ancient 
coins* See Hifl. de la Ruff Ane. voL iiy p. 5^7 to 549. 

|| Sherebatof in Journ. St* Pet. for lybi, part ii. p, 15. 
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2. an ox; 3. a tiger; 4. a hare; 5. a crocodile or dragon; 6 . a ferpent; 7. a horfe; 
8. a Iamb; 9, an ape; 10. a hen; 11. a dog; 12. a hog. Of thefe all but the croco- 
dile, the ape, and the hare, appear on the coins; and perhaps the Tartars who over-ran 
Ruflia, tiled inltead of them, the l\van, harpy, and fyren. The coins impreffed with 
the figures above-mentioned, were probably (truck in the correfponding years of the 
cycle. The annual tribute paid by the Ruffians to the Tartars was marked by the ani¬ 
mals which denote the particular year of the cycle; and, as in fome coins two of thefe 
animals are reprefented at the fame time, probably the tribute of two years was delivered 
at once. 2. Coins with a Tartar infcription exhibit images of men on foot, or on 
horfeback, holding in their hands a fabre, a lance, and a falcon ; alfo of griffins, goats, 
fowls, and fwans. 3. Coins with Tartar and Ruffian mfcriptions. 4. Coins with only 
Ruffian characters without date. We may remark on the three laft claffes, that the 
characters infcribed on the coins were fometimes Tartar, fometimes Ruffian, and fome- 
times both ; as the fovereigns were more or lefs fubjeCt to the Tartar yoke. 5. Coins 
of the Great Dukes, beginning from Vaffili Detnurievicch, and ending with thofe of 
of Vaffili Ivanovitch. The year in which the Great Duke firlt (truck money- at Mof- 
cow is not afeertained ; but from the Ruffian infcription on the molt ancient pieces of 
this clafs, Vnaes Veliki Vaffili, the Great Duke Vaffili, probably about ihe year 1424, 
when Vaffili Demitrievitch obtained a complete victory over Kendal, Khan of rbe Tar¬ 
tars. The year before the death of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. a coin was (truck by Ariftotle 
ol Bologna, who, with other foreign artifls, was drawn by that Prince to Mofcow. 
6. Coins of the princes of the blood who held independent principalities, thofe of Ga- 
Jitz, Svenigorod, Molhailk, Bieloi'ero, Sulcial, Refan, Tver, &c. 7. Thofe of the prin¬ 

cipal towns, which had the right of coining ; Novogorod, Plel’cof, Mofcow, Tver, &c. 
The moll ancient are thofe of Novogorod, where the Tartar money had no currency ; 
as the commercial intercourfe with foreign nations has introduced the Lithuanian and 
Swedilh fpecie. 

8. Coinsfrom the Tzar Ivan Vaffilievitch II. to the majority of Peter the Great. The 
firft gold piece was made in the reign of Ivan, when the impreffion was greatly im¬ 
proved. On fome of thefe pieces I obferved on one fide the fpread-eagle and an uni¬ 
corn, and on the reverie, the fpread-eagle, with a St. George and the dragon on its 
bread. The firlt Introduction of the fpread-eagle is luppofed to be owing to the mar¬ 
riage of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. with the Greek Princefs Sophia, in whofe right he is faid 
to have founded pretenfions to the Greek empire, and to have borne that device upon 
his arms. But we have no proof of the fad, either from the coins oF this monarch, or 
from the accounts of Herberltein and Poflevinus ; and Ivan Vaffilievitch II. was un¬ 
doubtedly the firlt Prince under whom the device of the fpread-eagle was {lamped on 
the coin; but hiftory is filent on what occafion it was affiimed. The firft rouble, which 
before was only ufed like our pound fterling in computing, was coined by Alexey Mi- 
cftaelovitch, In this clafs are three coins remarkable in the hiftory of the empire: the 
firft is a Ruffian ducat, having the heads of "the two Tzars Ivan and Peter Alexievitch 
on one fide, and on the other that of their lifter Sophia, with the crown, Iceptre, and 
royal robes. 1 he others are two coins of Ivan and Peter, which baffle the conjectures 
of hiftorians: they bear no date; and as thefe Princes were joint fovereigns, no anti¬ 
quary has accounted for their feparate representation, when the money during their 
reign was, excepting in this in (lance, uniformly impreffed with both their heads. 9. The 
laft clafs comprifes all the money ilfued by Peter and his fucceffors ; upon comparing 
thefe with the preceding coins, it is evident to the commoneft obferver, how much the 
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die was torrefied by Peter the Great on his return from his travels; and that fince his 
time it has gradually degenerated *. 

The cabinet is rich in Eaftern coins; containing, among others, thofe of the Caliphs 
of Arabia and Samarcand ; of the Khans of Bulgaria, Crim Tartary, and Afof, and of 
the Mongol tribe called by the Ruffians the Golden Horde. Among the Indian pieces 
are the twelve roupees, reprefenting the twelve figns of the Zodiac, of Queen Nourma- 
hall, whole hi dory, related in the travels of Tavernier f, has more the air of an Eaftern 
tale than of a true narrative J. 

In an adjoining apartment, I was ftruclc with a waxen figure of Peter the Great, as 
large as life, fitting in an armed chair. The features bear an exafl rcfemblance to the 
original, being taken from a mould applied to his face when dead, and coloured in 
imitation of his complexion. The eye-brows and hair are black, the eyes dark, the 
complexion fwarthy, the afpeft ferocious, and the head inclined to one fide, according 
to his utual habit. He was very tall ; and on meafuring the figure, as well as the pof- 
ture would permit, the height exceeded fix feet. It is clothed in the only full drefs 
which that Emperor ever wore, the fame which he had on, when he placed the crown 
upon the head of his beloved Catherine. This drefs is of blue filk richly embroidered 
with filver; the ftockings of flefli coloured filk, with filver clocks. But 1 ffiould have 
received more fatisfaflion in contemplating this great monarch’s image, drafted in the 
plain green uniform, and brafs-hilled fword and hat, which are preferred in the fame 
room, and were worn by him at the battle of Puitavathe hat is pierced near the 
crown by a mulket ball. This apartment contains alfo the trawlers, worlted ftockings-, 
fhoes, and cap, which he wore at Sardam, when he worked as a ffiipwright in the cha¬ 
racter of Mailer Peter. 

The Academy of Sciences have paid the greateft refpect to the memory of their it- 
Iuftrious founder, by preferving in their muftum the horfe which he rode at the battle 
of Puliava, two favourite dogs, his turning.lathe and tools, feveral fpecimens of his 
workman ffiip; an iron bar, with the following in feript ion: “ 1724, Thurfday, Feb. 21., 
His Majefty Peter I. being at Olonetz, forged this bar with his own hand.” 1 mu ft 
not omit three goblets of filver, prefented to the fame monarch on launching three ffiips 
of the line, conftrufted under his immediate direction.. One of thefe goblets, con¬ 
taining fixty-five medals of the French Kings, was the gift of the Emprefs Catherine, 
who equally availed herfelf of her hu(band’s virtues and foibles to win his affections; 
Another article which engaged my attention, was the model of aveffel of one hundred 
and twenty guns, given by William III. to Peter during his refidence in England. 
The Emperor, who had received many marks of the King’s friend (hip, prefented him 
with a diamond of great value, wrapped in a piece of common brown paper; an em¬ 
blem of himfelf and his nation, whofe virtues and abilities were yet under' a coarfe 
cover. 

This account of the Academy of Sciences ffiould not be clofed without mentioning 
the Celeflial Sphere, or Globe of Gottorp, placed in a detached building, to preferve 
it from fire. It is a large hollow fphere, eleven feet in diameter, containing a 
table, and feats for twelve perfons. The infide reprefents the vifible furface of the 
heavens: the flars are diftinguifhed, according to their refpective magnitudes, by gilded 
nails. It is let to the meridian of Peterfburgh; and, being turned by a curious piece 

* See Effai Air la Bib. p. 345. VerfucK uebet die alien Riifftchen Muentzen, Journ. St. Pet. 1781. 

■j- Tavernier's Travels, Part II. p. 10, ^ Bach me liter, Effai fur la Bibl. p. 254. 
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2, an ox; 3. a tiger; 4. a hare; 5. a crocodile or dragon; 6. a ferpent; 7. a horfe; 
8. a lamb; 9. an ape; 10. a hen; 11. a dog; 12. a hog. Of thefe all but the croco¬ 
dile, the ape, and the hare, appear on the coins; and perhaps the Tartars who over-ran 
Ruffia, tiled inftead of them, the ftvan, harpy, and fyren. The coins impreffed with 
the figures above-mentioned, were probably (truck in the correfponding years of the 
cycle. The annual tribute paid by the Ruffians to the Tartars was marked by the ani¬ 
mals which denote the particular year of the cycle; and, as in foine coins tivo of thefe 
animals are reprefen ted at the fame time, probably the tribute of two years was delivered 
at once. 2. Coins with a Tartar infcription exhibit images of men on foot, or on 
horfeback, holding in their hands a fabre, a lance, and a falcon ; alfo of griffins, goats, 
fowls, and fwans. 3. Coins with Tartar and Ruffian infcriptions. 4. Coins with only 
Ruffian characters without date. We may remark on the three lait claffes, that the 
characters infcribed on the coins were fometimes Tartar, fometimes Ruffian, and fome- 
times both ; as the fovereigns were more or lefs fubjeCt to the Tartar yoke. 5. Coins 
of the Great Dukes, beginning from Vaffili Demitrievitch, and ending with thofe of 
of Vaffili Ivanovitch. The year in which the Great Duke firfl (truck money at Mof- 
cow is not afcertained ; but from the Ruffian infcription on the molt ancient pieces of 
this clafs, Vnaes Veliki VaffUi^ the Great Duke Vaffili, probably about the year 1424, 
when Vaffili Demitrievitch obtained a complete victory over Kundal, Khan of the Tar¬ 
tars. The year before the death of Ivan Vaflilievitch I. a coin was (truck by Ariflotle 
of Bologna, who, with ether foreign artifis, was drawn by that Prince to Mofcow. 
6 . Coins of the princes of the blood who held independent principalities, thofe of Ga- 
Iitz, Svenigorod, Mofhaifk, Bielofero, Sufual, Retail, Tver, &c. 7. Thofe of the prin¬ 

cipal towns, which had the right of coining ; Novogorod, Plefcof, Mofcow, Tver, &c. 
The molt ancient are thofe of Novogorod, where the Tartar money had no currency ; 
as the commercial intercourfe with foreign nations has introduced the Lithuanian and 
Swedifli fpecie. 

8. Coins, from the Tzar Ivan Vaflilievitch II, to the majority of Peter the Great. The 
firlt gold piece was made in the reign of Ivan, when the impreffion was greatly im¬ 
proved. On forne of thefe pieces I obferved on one fide the Ipread-eagle and an uni¬ 
corn, and on the reverie, the fpread-eagle, with a St. George and the dragon on its 
bread. The firfl introduction of the fpread-eagle is fuppofed to be owing to the mar¬ 
riage of Ivan Vaflilievitch I, with the Greek Princefs Sophia, in whofe right he is faid 
to have founded pretentions to the Greek empire, and to have borne that device upon 
his arms. But we have no proof of the fa£fc, either from the coins of this monarch, or 
from the accounts of Herberfttin and Poffevinus; and Ivan Vaflilievitch II. was un¬ 
doubtedly the firfl Prince under whom the device of the fpread-eagle was (lamped on 
the coin; but hiftory is filent on what occafion it was aflumed. The firfl rouble, which 
before was only ufe.d like our pound fterling in computing, was coined by Alexey Mi- 
chaelovitch. In this clafs are three coins remarkable in the hiflory of the empire: the 
firfl is a Ruffian ducat, having the heads of the two Tzars Ivan and Peter Alexievitch 
on one fide, and on the other that of their fifter Sophia, with the crown, iceptre, and 
royal robes. 1 he others are two coins of Ivan and Peter, which baffle the conjectures 
of hillorians: they bear no date; and as thefe Princes were joint fovereigns, no anti¬ 
quary has accounted for their feparate reprefentation, when the money during their 
reign was, excepting in this in (lance, uniformly impreffed with both their heads. *9. The 
laft clafs comprifes all the money iffued by Peter and his fucceffors ; upon comparing 
thefe with the preceding coins, it is evident to the commoneft obrerver, how much the 
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die was corrected by Peter the Great on his return from his travels ; and that fince his 
time it has gradually degenerated *. 

The cabinet is rich in Eaftern coins ; containing, among others, thofe of the Caliphs 
of Arabia and Samarcand j of the Khans of Bulgaria, Crim Tartary, and Afof, and of 
the Mongol tribe called by the Ruffians the Golden Horde. Among the Indian pieces 
are the twelve roupees, reprefenting the twelve figns of the Zodiac, of Queen Nourma- 
hall, whofe hiftory, related in the travels of Tavernier f, has more the air of an Eaftern 
tale than of a true narrative J. 

In an adjoining apartment, I was ftruck with a waxen figure of Peter the Great, as 
large as life, fitting in an armed chair. The features bear an exaft refemblance to the 
original, being taken from a mould applied to his face when dead, and coloured in 
imitation of his complexion. The eye-brows and hair are black, the eyes dark, the 
complexion fwarthy, the afpect ferocious, and the head inclined to one fide, according 
to his ufual habit. He was Very tall; and on meafuring the figure, as well as the pol- 
ture would permit, the height exceeded fix feet. It is clothed in the only full drefs 
which that Emperor ever wore, the fame which he had on, when he placed the crown 
upon the head of his beloved Catherine. This dreis is of blue filk richly embroidered 
with filver; the dockings of fleffi coloured filk, with filver clocks. But I ftiould have 
received more fatisfaftion in contemplating this great monarch’s image, dreffed in the 
plain green uniform, and bvafs-hiked fword and hat, which are preferved in the fame 
room, and were worn by him at the battle of Pnkava ; the hat is pierced near the 
crown by a mulket ball. This apartment contains alfo the trowfers, worfted {lockings-, 
lhoes, and cap, which he wore at Sardam, when he worked as a ftiipwright in the cha- 
rafter of Maker Peter. 

The Academy of Sciences have paid the greateft refpecl to the memory of their il- 
luftrious founder, by preferving in their muftutn the horie which he rode at the battle 
of Pullava, two favourite dogs, his turning-lathe and tools, feveral fpecimens of his 
workmanffiip; an iron bar, with the following infcription: " 1724, Thurfday, Feb- 21, 
His Majefty Peter I. being at Olonetz, forged this bar with his own hand.” I mu ft 
not omit three goblets of filver, prefented to the fame monarch on launching three flrips 
of the line, conftrufled under his immediate direction. One of thefe goblets, con* 
taining Gxty-five medals of the French Kings, was the gift of the Emprefs Catherine, 
who equally availed herfelf of her hu{band’s virtues and foibles to win his affections;. 
Another article which engaged my attention, was the model of a veffel of one hundred 
and twenty guns, given by William III. to Peter during his refidence in England. 
The Emperor, who had received many marks of the King’s friendfhip, prefented him 
with a diamond of great value, wrapped in a piece of common brown paper; an em¬ 
blem of himfelf and his nation,, whofe virtues and abilities were yet under’ a coarfe 
cover. 

This account of the Academy of Sciences ftiould not be clofed without mentioning 
the Celeftial Sphere, or Globe of Gottorp, placed in a detached building, to preferve 
it from fire. It is a large hollow fphere, eleven feet in diameter, containing a 
table, and feats for twelve perfons. The infide reprefents the vifible furface of the 
heavens: the ftars are diftinguifhed, according to their refpective magnitudes, by gilded 
nails. It is fet to the meridian of Peterfburgh ; and, being turned by a curious piece 

* See Effai fur ia Bib. p. 245, Verfucti ucber die alten Ruflicben Mncntzen, Joum. St. Pet. 17S1. 
f Tavernier’s Travels, Part II. p. 10. ^ Bacbmeifter, EiTai fur la Bibl. p. 254. 
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of mechanifin, exhibits the true pofmon of the heavens. The outftJe represents the 
tcrreflrial globe. This machine is called the Globe of Gottorp, from the original ol 
that name, which, at the expence of Frederic Ill; Duke of Holbein, was erected at Got- 
torp by Andrew Bufli, under the direction of Adam <?)learius*. It was planned after 
a defign found among the papers ol the celebrated Tycho Brahe, and prefen ted by 
Frederic IV. King of Denmark to Peter the Great, who faw it in 1713, and expreffed 
much fatisfaftion at its curious flru&ure and mechar.ifm. The carriage of fa cumbrous 
a machine from Gottorp to Peterfburgh was attended with great expence and labour. 
It was conveyed over the fnow upon rollers and fledges to Riga, and from thence was 
fent by fea to the new metropolis t. This fphere was afterwards erected in the building 
of the Academy of Sciences, and burnt m 1747. From the iron plates or fkeleton, 
the prefent globe was conflrufted, with confiderable additions, and placed, in 1751, 
in its prefent pofition. It is of the fame fizeas the original; and is far preferable, be- 
caufe all the modern difcoveries in geography and aftronomy have been added. The 
meridian and horizon were formed by Scott, an Englifli mechanic 

The Academy of Arts was eftablifhed by Elizabeth, at the fuggeftion of Coqnt 
Schuvalof, and annexed to Lhe Academy of Sciences: the fund was 4,cool. per annum, 
and the foundation for forty fcholars. Catherine formed it into a fepartate iiiflxtution, 
enlarged the annual revenue to 12,cool., and augmented the number of fcholars to 300 : 
file alfo conftrufted, for the ufe and accommodation of the members, a large circular 
building, which fronts the Neva. The fcholars are admitted at the age of fix, continue 
until they have attained that of eighteen j and are inftrufted in reading, writing, arith¬ 
metic, the French, and German languages, and drawing. At the age of fourteen they 
are at liberty to chufe any of the following arts, divided into four claflTes. 1. Painting 
in all its branches of hiftory, portraits, battles, and landfcapes; architefture; Mofaic; 
enamelling; &c. 2. Engraving on copper-plates, feal-cutting, &c. 3. Carving in 

wood, ivory, and amber. 4. Watch-making, turning, inftrument-making, calling 

* Bilcbing ErdbefchriebuRg, article Gottorp. AflaPet. for 1777, Part II. p. 7. 

Motraye’s Travels. 

% Travellers are too apt* in defcribing foreign countries, to overlook their own, and to reprcfent many 
objects as extraordinary and peculiar* which may fometimes be found in greater perfection at home. To 
avoid the imputation of this partial proceeding, I fhall here add, that this agronomical machine h far infe¬ 
rior in ike to one eroded at Pembroke college, in the university of Cambridge, by the late Dr, Long, 
matter of that fcciety, which is thus defaibed by the do£k>r himfelf: 

41 I have, in a room lately built in Pembroke-BaH, ere&ed a fphere of eighteen feet diameter, wherein 
above thirty perfons may fit conveniently* the entrance into it is over the fouth pole, byixftepsj the 
Frame of the fphere conttfts of a number of iron meridians* not complete femicirles, the northern ends of 
which are ferewed to a large round plate of braff, with an hole h the centre of it ; through this hole from 
abeam in the ceiling, comes the north pole, a rouad iron rod* about three inches long, and fupports the 
upper parts of the fphere to its proper elevation for the latitude of Cambridge; the lower part of the 
fphere, io much of it as is invifiblem England, is cut off; and the lower or fouthern ends of the meridians, 
or truncated femichdes, terminate on, and are ferewed down to, a ttrong circle of oak, of about thirteen 
feet diameter, which, when the fphere is put into motion, runs upon large rollers of lignntn vffcse, in the 
manner that the tops of fome wind-mills are made to lorn round. Upon the iron meridians is fixed a sso* 
diac of tin painted bluCj whereon the ecliptic and heliocentric orbits of the planets are drawn, and the con- 
ifellaricns and liars traced ; the great and little .Bear and Draco are already painted in their places round 
the north pole ; the reft of the eonfidlatioh^ are propped to follow; the whole is turned round with a 
fmall winch, with as lit 1 It labour as it takes to wind up a jack, though the weigh' of the iron, tin, and 
wooden circle, h about a thousand pounds. When it h made ufe of* a planetarium will be placed in the 
middle thereof. The whole, with the floor, U well fupportid by a frame of large timber .** 

Since ihe above was vvri tun, the fpht re has been completely thulbed; and allihe conttellations and ftm 
of lhe northern hemifpht f; vifible at Cambridge, arc painted in their proper places upon plates of iron 
joined together, v\ h ich foi m one c one av e ur face * 
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flatues in bronze and other metals, imitating gems and medals in compolitions, gilding, 
and varnifhing. 

Prizes are annually diftributed to thofe who excel in any particular art; and from 
tbofe who have obtained four prizes, twelve are felected, who are fent abroad at the 
charge of the emprefs. A certain fum is fent to defray their travelling expences; and 
when they are fettled in any town, they receive an annual falary of 60I. which is conti- 
nued during four years. There is a fmall affortment of paintings for the ufe of the 
fcholars; and thofe who have made great progrefs are permitted to copy the pictures 
in the imperial collection. There are alfo models in plaifter of the belt antique ftatues 
in Italy, all executed at Rome, of the fame fize with the originals, which the artifls of 
the Academy were employed to caft in bronze. We obferved feveral finiChed pieces of 
drawing, painting, and fculpture, which had much merit, and feemed to predict the fu¬ 
ture improvement of the arts in Ruffia. 

Though this inftitution is admirably calculated for promoting the liberal arts, and 
deferves the higheft encomiums, we tntift not be furprifed on confidering the fmall ef¬ 
fects which have hitherto flowed from this endowment. The fcholars for the moft part 
make a confiderable progrefs during their continuance in the academy, and many im¬ 
prove themfelves abroad. It is remarkable, however, that the perfons of the greatefl: 
merit often fettle in other countries; or, if they return, foon fink into an indolence, which 
appears almoft national. The caufe of this failure feems to proceed from the little en¬ 
couragement which they receive from the nation in general. The fovereigu may rear 
artifls, like foreign plants in a hot bed, at a prodigious expence, and by conlfant culti¬ 
vation ; but unlefs the lame care is continued when they are brought to maturity, they 
will ficken by neglect. And it is impoflible even for a monarch, however inclined to 
proteCt merit, or for a few of the nobility who follow fuch an iiluftrious example, to 
diffufe love for the works of art among a people who muft firft imbibe a degree of tafte, 
which can only be acquired by experience: and if thofe who excel are not diftinguiflied, 
they cannot feel that noble lpirit of emulation which excites to excellence. As the 
nation, however, is gradually drawing towards a higher ftate of civilization and re¬ 
finement ; thefe inftitutions mult be productive of more extenfive and permanent 
elfcCts. 

The free (Economical Society, or the Society for the Promotion of Agriculture, at 
Peterfburgh, owes its origin to the following occafion: The Emprefs one day at table 
expreffing herfelf with warmth on the advantages that would refult from fuch a fociety, 
firil fuggefted the idea to Prince Orlof who happened to be prefent. In conformity to 
the wifhes of his imperial miftrefs, he and fourteen other .perfons, men of rank and 
learning, affembled in June 1765, drew up rules, formed themfelves into a regular fo¬ 
ciety, and laid the plan before the emprefs, who fignified her approbation by an anfwer, 
written with her own hand. 

“ The defign which you have juft formed for the improvement of agriculture and 
hulbandry, is highly agreeable to us; and your labours will be regarded as effectual 
proofs of a true zeal and love for your country. Weconfider the plan and the regu¬ 
lations, by which you have bound yourfelves, as deferving our approbation, and we 
gracioufly allow you to be called The Free (Economical Society, You may reft allured, 
that we take your lociety under our protection: we not only confent that you ufe our feal 
and imperial coat of arms; but, as a particular mark of our good will towards you, 
we permit you to bear our device in the center of our imperial coat of arms ; namely, 
a hive, to which bees are bringing honey, with the motto * Profitably.’ 
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« We gratify, moreover, your fociety with 6000 roubles, towards the purchafe of 
a convenient houfe, as well for your meeting, as for the ptirpofe of holding a library 
on iubje&s of agriculture. Your labours will, under the protection of Divine Provi¬ 
dence, be highly advantageous to you and your pojtterity ; and we will not fail, in pro¬ 
portion as your zeal difplays itfelf, to increafe our good-will. 

** OCtober 31, 1765. • Catharine.” 

The focicty confifts of a prefident, who is changed every four months, and of an 
indefinite number of members. The candidate for admillion mult be proposed by three 
members, and is rejected or admitted by the majority of the perfons prefent. The 
fociety is chiefly fupported by the voluntary contributions of its members, whofe num¬ 
ber in 1781 amounted to one hundred and feventy-nine. The alterably meets regu¬ 
larly once a week, when the papers on agriculture and firnilar i'ubjeCts are read. 
Thofe which are thought worthy ol publication are printed at the expence of the Em- 
prefs, for the profit of the fociety. The work is fold at a low price; and twelve copies 
are forwarded gratis to the governors of each province, to be diflributed in the feveral 
governments. The tranfaclions are either written or tranflated into the Ruffian language, 
and printed in octavo. 

The fociety gives annual prizes, confifling of gold and filver medals, or money, 
fometimes to the amount of 140I., lor the bell folutionsof certain queftions relative to 
agriculture, and for improvements in hulbandry. The Emprefs, in the true fpirit of 
this inflitutioa, fends feveral young men into England, to ftudv practical agriculture. 
They are chiefly recommended to Arthur Young Efq who has diftinguilhed himfelf by 
many excellent works on various branches of liuibandry; and who was eleCted in the 
mod honourable manner a member of this fociety. 

In Peterlburgh are two fetftiharios for the education of the nobility ; the Corps de Ca¬ 
dets for males, and the Le Convent des Dcmoifellcs Nobles for females. 

The houfe appropriated for the feminary of the cadets, was formerly a palace belong¬ 
ing to prince Mentchikof fituated in the Vflfiili Oftrof, and contains, including the ca¬ 
dets, at leaft two tboufand perfons. This inftimiion owes its origin to the Emprefs 
Anne, by the advice of Marlhal Munic, but has been fo much improved, and the fund 
fo confiderably enlarged, by Catherine 11. that her majefty may almbft be called its 
foundrefs. The annual income is 30,000k for the reception of fix hundred boys. 

In November 1778, there were four hundred and eighty nobles, and fixty-four gym- 
nafialls, or children uf inferior ranks, who are defigned to be tutors to noblemen’s chil¬ 
dren, and are inftiufied in clafficai literature. The nobles are chiefly intended for the 
army, and are dreffed in uniforms; a few excepted, who follow a civil line. The chil¬ 
dren are admitted at the age of fix, and remain fifteen years: they are divided into five 
clafles, and learn French, German, arithmetic, fortification, tatties, hi!017, and geo¬ 
graphy. They alfo restive leflbns in dancing, fencing, and riding, and fume in draw¬ 
ing and mufic. The boys whofe genius prompts them to fuchlfudies^ are provided 
with mailers in the Latin, Engliffi, and Tartar tongues. The cadets are divided into 
companies; and regularly trained to military exercifes. During fix weeks in furnmer 
they form an encampment near the town, are reviewed, and perform all the manoeuvres 
of war. Prizes of books, gold and filver medals, ribbands, and liars, are annually 
diflributed among thofe wh excel, as well in their refpettive ftubies and employments, 
as in their exercifes. Of thofe whofe merit has entitled them to fix prizes, three are 
annually feiefted to travel, with an allowance to each of 120b per annum. 


The 


COXis’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA.' 


*JS 

The boys are brought up in the hardiefl manner; they are not, even in winter, clad 
in furs, nor always indulged in the ufe of doves. They are habituated to all kinds of 
exercife, and particularly to running and leaping. I faw l'ome of the largefl cadets en¬ 
gaged in thefe manly divcrnons. At the further end of a large hall flood a leathern 
horfe, the highefl part of which was at leaf! fix feet. They leaped over it in every di¬ 
rection, fprung over the head, vaulted into thp fear, turned themfelves round on it, 
polfed themfelves on their hands with their head on the faddfe and their feet in the air, 
and then threw themfelves from that pofture upon the floor on their legs: with other 
feats, which they performed with as much eafe and agility as the moll expert tumblers. 
Thefe exercifes are of great ufe in ftretching their limbs, opening their chefts, and ren¬ 
dering them robufl and aftive. In every department great attention is paid to cleanlinefs, 
and the boys are remarkably healthy. Once or twice in winter, the cadets are permitted 
to give a mafquerade and ball to the principal nobility, on which occafion, fame of the 
young ladies from the female feminary are generally invited as partners for the upper 
boys. One of thefe entertainments, at which we were prefent, was conducted with 
great elegance and propriety. 

The feminary for the education of the female nobility, ufuallv called Le Convent des 
Demoifelles Nobles, is fituated at the extremity of the fuburbs of Alexander Nevfki. 
The edifice, which is a large quadrangular building, was erected by Elizabeth for a nun¬ 
nery j but was converted by Catherine to its prefent ufe, and endowed with a falary of 
i6,ocol. per annum. It was firlt opened in 1764, for the reception of children: the 
foundation is for two hundred nobles, and two hundred and forty bourgeoifes, or chil¬ 
dren of lower rank. To thefe the Emprefs has added fifty fupemiimerary nobles, called 
fenfwnaires ; and Mr. Betlkoi, the humane director of all thefe ufeful focietics for edu¬ 
cation, fupports forty bourgeoifes at his own expence. The girls are admitted between 
the age of five and fix, and quit the feminary about eighteen. Formerly the young la¬ 
dies and the bourgeoifes were brought up in the fame manner, without the leaft attention 
to difference ot rank and fortune; but this plan is wifely amended, and they now re¬ 
ceive an education more adapted to their refpeftive fituations in life. 

They are both divided into four claffes. The firft dafs is habited in white, the 
fecond in light brown, the third in green, and the loweft in chocolate. The drefs of 
the bourgeoifes is coarfer than_the young ladies: the firfl: clafs of whom wear alfo black 
handkerchiefs and green aprons; while the bourgeoifes are clothed entirely in white. 
They all learn reading, writing, accounts, and needle-wofk. The young ladies are 
feparately inftrufted in hiflory and geography, and acquire, befide a grammatical 
knowledge of their native tongue, the French, German, and Italian languages, and 
receive leffons in dancing, muilc, and drawing, according to the bent of their genius. 
Inflead of thefe accomplishments, the bourgeoifes are employed in the management of 
houfehold affairs j they prepare and wafli their own linen, are taught to make bread, 
and trained to the art of cookery. One of the apartments was hung with the defigns, 
paintings, charts, genealogical tables, and other trophies which difplayed the ingenuity 
or the young ladies. Thofe who diftinguifh themfelves, receive annual prefents, con¬ 
fiding chiefly of ribbands, which are worn in bows at their fides. 

On the day in which we vifited this noble foundation, a hundred poor women dined 
in the hall, and were attended by the young ladies, who dillributed to each perfon a 
fmail jilver coin, and a few yards of linen. This ceremony was inftituted to inculcate - 
in their tender minds an attention to the poor, and a readmefs to relieve diftrefs. , 

lhe quadrangular building contains an elegant theatre, in which the young ladies 
occafionally aft plays. We were prefent at a reprefentarion, and were greatly enler- 
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tamed with the performance. The theatre is a circular room, neatly painted with trees 
in imitation of a landfcape,' and feemcd capable of containing four hundred fpeclators. 
The pieces were, La Servant Maltreffe, and IS Oracle, both performed in the French 
tongue ; the fii'ft by young ladies of fixteen or fevcnteen years of age, and the lad by 
others oj ten or twelve. Both parties afted with fpirir, and difplayed great propriety in 
gellure and elocution. I was greatly aftonilhed at the purity with which they pro¬ 
nounced the French tongue. The reprefentation was conluded by a ballet, and various 
dances, adapted to the ages and ftrength of the feveral performers. The national 
dance was introduced; it is executed by two perfons, who continue nearly on the 
fame fpot, but ufe a variety of movements with the arms, body, and head, while their 
/boulders are elevated and deprefibd in exaft meafure. It is expreffive of a courtlhip j 
firfl Ianguifljing looks, coynefs, refufal, and invitation; at length the two dancers, 
having once or twice changed places, make a couple of circles brilkiy, and conclude 
with an embrace. 

The play was followed by a ball and fupper, to which were admitted feveral of the 
nobility and foreign gentlemen, and a few of the cadets. At twelve a collation was 
ferved on feveral tables, at which parties promifcuouily ranged themfelves. As I was 
walking about the room, one of the young ladies obfeivmg a foreigner unprovided 
with a feat, quitted the table where flie was fitting, and politely invited me to make one 
of her party, an invitation I immediately accepted. I withdrew, with the reft of the 
company, at two o’clock in the morning, highly delighted with the eafe and innocent 
vivacity of my fair entertainers, whofe politenefs and affability befpoke the elegant 
fpirit of the inftitution. 


Chap. XVIII,— Anecdotes of Profeffor Pallas.—His Travels and Works.—Circumjlances 
ef Dr. Samuel Gmchns Death.—Memoirs of Guldenfiaedt.—His Travels into Georgia 
and Imeretia.—Reception at the Courts of the Princes Heradius and Solomon.— Works 
of Guldenfiaedt. 

THE eminent naturalift and traveller, Peter Simon Pallas *, is fon of Simon Pallas, 
a native of Johannifburgh in Pruffia, who was profeffor of furgery at Berlin, and 
diflinguilhed himfelf among the writers of phyfic, by a Treatife on the Operations of 
Surgery, publifhed in 1763 ; and by a Supplement on the Difeafes of the Bowels, in 
1770, in which year he died, at the age of feventy-fix. 

Peter Simon Pallas was born at Berlin, on the 2 zd of September 1741. lie re¬ 
ceived the early part of his education from private tutors in his father’s houfe, under 
whom he made an aftonilhing progrefs. Among the preceptors to whom the great na¬ 
turalift expreffes his particular obligations, muft be diltinguifhed John Martin Sheyling, 
who behaved to him more like a friend than a matter. Sheyling being not an inelegant 
writer, and particularly attached to poetry, the young fcholar imbibed from his 
matter’s infiruQions and example a tafte for poetry, and compofed feveral pieces in 
verfe, which have been given to the public. To the fame perfon he was likewife in¬ 
debted to a very early attachment to entomology. Being deftined to ftudy phylic fo 
early as the thirteenth year of his age, he attended a courfe of left urea on anatomy, 

* I am indebted to Mr, Pallas himfelf, for many anecdotes of his early life* and for feme part of the 
remaining account of the learned profefTor to my ihgrnioUB friend Dr, Fultecey, well known to the public 
by his <f General View of the Writings of Lilln^eus 1 ,, 
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phyfiology, botany, medicine, and furgery, under profeffors Meckel, Sproegel, Gle- 
dircb, Rolof, and his father, and applied himfelf with great afliduity to anatomical 
difledtions. He made fuch rapid advances in tbefe branches of fcience, that, in the 
beginning of 1758, he was enabled to read a courfe of public lectures on anatomy, 
which every fubjeft, who praftifes phyfic in the Pruflian dominions, is obliged to 
give, as a proof of his proficiency. Yet, although thus occupied in his profeflional 
labours, his indefatigable genius ftill found leifure to purfue the ftudy of infects, and 
other branches of zoology, for which he feems at an early period to have conceived a 
predilection, and in which he eminently excels. 

In the autumn M. Pallas repaired to the univerfity of Halle, where he attended the 
le&ures of the celebrated Segner on mathematics and phyfics, and improved his know¬ 
ledge of mineralogy in the environs of that city. 

In the fpring of 1759, he removed to Gottingen ; and, although a long and dan¬ 
gerous illnefs prevented him from profecuting his flu dies with his uftial ardour; yet 
he reaped great benefit from the in fir actions of the phyficians Roederer and Vogel, 
and improved his general knowledge by his accefs to the public library. 

During his refidence at Gottingen, he made numerous experiments on the effect of 
poifons and other violent remedies, applied himfelf to the diffection of animals, and 
formed repeated observations on the worms which breed in the inteftines, on which 
Subject he compoled an ingenious treatife, under the title of De tnfefm vivenfibus intra ' 
vivenfw , deferibing with lingular, accuracy thofe worms which are found in the human 
body. 

In July 1760, he was attrafted to the univerfity of Leyden by the fame of the cele¬ 
brated phyficians and naturalifts Albinus, Ga.u hi us, and Mufchenbroek; and by them 
he was noticed as a young man of promifing genius and indefatigable ardour. His ta¬ 
lents particularly recommended him to the favour of Gaubius, the principal profeffor. 
In December he took his dodtor’s degree, and diftinguifhed himfelf by an inaugural 
differtation, in which he defended, by new experiments, the differtation on worms com- 
pofed at Gottingen. 

During his refidence at Leyden, natural hiftory became his predominant purfuit; 
he employed all the time which he could fteal from his profeflional ltudies in vifiting 
the public and private cabinets of natural hiftory, with which Leyden abounded, and 
was particularly charmed with the collection of Gronovius. 

Having vifited the principal cities of Holland, he directed his courfe to London, 
where he arrived in July 1761, with a view to improve his knowledge of medicine and 
iurgery. But he was now fo much abforbed in his paflion for natural hiftory, that he 
neglected every other purfuit, and devoted hinilelf to this favourite branch of feience. 
He leemed to have no other occupation by day than to examine the various collections 
and to perufe the principal books which lie could procure on the fubjeCt of natural 
hiftory ; nay, fo eager was he in thefe purfuits, that he frequently employed the greater 
part of the night, and occafionally even whole nights together, whenever he met with 
any new publication, which awakened his curiofity. With a view of extending his 
knowledge, he took feveral journies to the fea coafts, and particularly in Suffex ; and I 
have often heard him lament with regret, that the fcantinefs of his income did not per¬ 
mit him to extend his refearches to the principal parts of Great Britain. 

Being at length fummoned by his father to Berlin, he quitted London with regret 
in April 1762, and repaired to Harwich to embark immediately for Holland; but 
being fortunately detained for feveral days by contrary winds, he examined the fea- 
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confl, and cohered various marine productions* On the 13th of Mat * he landed in 
Holland; and, palling through the Hague, Leyden, Amfterdam, and the circle o£ 
Wefiphalia, arrived at Berlin on the nth of June* 

To commence the practice of his profeflion, his father fent him to Hanover for the 
purpofe of procuring the place of furgeon in the allied army ; but on fits arrival in 
July, the peace being nearly concluded, he returned to Berlin. He there puffed a 
year, which be chiefly employed In preparing materials for a Fauna hfectorwn Mar - 
chka ; ora Defcriprion of the Infects in the March of Brandenhtirgh $*the tnanuferint 
of which now remains unpublifned in the poffeffibn of profeffor Sandford, at Leyden, 
becaufc the author diffidently efteemed it unworthy of publication. 

Animated by his predilection for natural hiflory, lie extorted his fathers confent to 
fettle in Holland, and arrived in September at the Hague, where he obtained a fettle- 
mem through the recommendation of Gaubius. ' 

llis reputation as a man of fcience being dlabliffied, he was elefted Fellow of the 
Royal Society of London, and member of the academy Dcs Curieux de la Nature ; to 
both of which focieties he had previouily fent fame interclling papers. 

His intimacy with the moft celebrated naturalffls in Holland, particularly with thofe of 
the Hague, who had juft effablifiied a literary fociety ; the free accofs which he had to the 
imifeuni of the Prince of Orange,and other curious cabinets; the fyftematic catalogues of 
thofe colleflions which he drew up, (Several of which he gave to the public, contributed to 
advance his knowledge of natural productions in the various parts of the globe ; and to 
fumifli him fuch materials as gave birth to thofe accurate compofmons which have 
defervcdly diftmguifhed him as the firft zoologiil of Europe. ' One of his ffirft works in 
this branch of fcience, which rendered him eminently confpicuouSj was Elenchus Zoo - 
phytorum. 

i he attention which Pallas bellowed on the Zoophytes, or anin-ml-phints, in the 
Invefligation of the worms infefling the human body, particularly the uncommon na¬ 
ture of the iwriaj or tape-worn, as he acknowledges, feems to have led him into this 
line of natural fcience. In this work, which is printed in offovo, after treating on the 
nature of thefe animals in a general way, and giving the various opinions of authors 
relating to the place they ought to hold in the Syftein of Nature, he deferibes, from 
his own infpedlion, more than two hundred and feventy fpecies of thofe worms and 
animalcules, which are known under the ggnerlcal names of polypes, corals, madre¬ 
pores, corallines, fea pens, fmnta or tape-worm, fponges, fea-fans, &c* 

The free areefswhich lie had to the mufeum of the Prince of Orange, and other 
curious collections in Holland, enabled him to enrich his work with the defeription of 
various productions, brought from both Indies. He has deferibed each fpecies at large, 
and given it a new name, charadteriftic of its real diftindtions ; and (what efpecially in¬ 
creases the value of his work) he has extricated, as far as poffible, the fynonyms of 
fgi^ner authors, both ancient and modern; thus rendering his book highly ufeful to 
thofe who are curious in this branch of natural hiftory. 

In a dedication to his Mfee/lmiea Zooiogica^ publiflied in the fame year, the author lays 
before the Prince of Orange a plan for a voyage to the Cape of Good Hope, and to the 
other Dutch fculemcnts in the Eaft Indies ; and which, impelled by an ardour of {den¬ 
ude knowledge^ be oil^red to undertake and fuperinrend. This plan, calculated to 
improve our acquaintance with the natural hiitory of thofe regions, was (Irongly re¬ 
commended by Gaubius, and approved by the Prince ; but was obllrueted by the 
author's father, who recalled him to Berlin* 

4 Pallas, 
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Pallas, w/ith great relu&ance, quitted Holland in November iy 66 ; and on his return 
to Berlin, he arranged his numerous materials for the public. But he had fearcely 
begun to publifli his Spiakgta Zoologies^ before he was invited by the Emprefs Catha¬ 
rine IL to accept the profolfarihip of natural hiftory in the Imperial Academy of Sci¬ 
ences . Although in this mllance his father and relations again withheld their content,, 
yet the author’s ardent zeal for his favourite feience, and an inefiflible defire to vifit 
regions fo little known, and abounding in the productions of nature, induced him to 
baften his departure fora country, where his curiofity was likely to be amply gratified. 
He accordingly quitted Berlin in June 1767, and arrived at Peteriburgh 011 the loihof 
Augu fL 

He made his appearance among the Ruffians at a critical period. The Emprefs had 
already ordered the Academy of Sciences to fend aftronomers into various parts of the 
Ruffian empire, to obferve the tranfit of Venus over the funds difle, in 1769, Being 
juft returned from a voyage down the Volga, and from vifiting the interior provinces 
of European Ruffia, the enlightened fovereign had perceived the deficiency of the topo¬ 
graphical accounts, and anticipated the advantage of deputing learned men to vifit the 
diflant provinces of her extenfive dominions, with a view to enlarge the bounds of Ad¬ 
en ce, and fpread the knowledge of ufeful arts among the natives. For this purpofe 
Catharine had directed the Academy to fend, in company with the Aftronomers, the 
rnoft able naturalills and philoibphers. Pallas having offered to accompany this expe¬ 
dition, was charged with drawing up general itiftru&ions for the natuniiiffs, and grati¬ 
fied, with the choice of his aifociates* To him was fubmitted, at liis own requeft, the 
conduQ: of the expedition to the eaft of the Volga, and towards the extreme parts of 
Siberia and he was beft calculated for that expedition, as the elder Gmelin, his pre- 
curfor in thofe regions, had almoft entirely neglected zoology, Pallas employed the 
water in forming a fyflematic catalogue of the animals in the cabinet of the Academy j 
in putting into order the celebrated collection of profdTor Breyn of Dantzic, lately pur- 
ebafed by Prince Grlof; in preparing for the prefs fix numbers of his Spictlegia Zoch~ 
gica^ which were printed during his abfence under the direction of Hr,. Martin, and in 
forming the neceffary arrangements for his expedition. 

At length, in June 1768, he quitted Peterfburgh, in company with Mefirs. Falk, 
Lepekin, and Guldenftaedt, as his afforiates, palled through Mofcow, Vlodimir, Kaft- 
niof, Murom, Arfamas, to Cafan $ and having examined great part of that province, 
wintered at Simbirfk. From thence he departed in March, and penetrated through 
Samara, and Qrenburgh, as far as Gurief, alma 11 Ruffian fortrefs, fituated at the mouth 
of the river Yale, or Ural, There he examined the confines of Calmuc Tartary, and 
the neighbouring ihores of the Calpian; and returning through the province of Gren- 
burgh, paflcd the tecond winter at Ufa, After feveral expeditions in the adjacent re¬ 
gions, he left Ufa on the 16th of May 1770, profecuted his route through the Uralian 
mountains to Gathurinenburgh, vifited the mines, proceeded to Tehdiabmfk, a fmall 
fortrlis in the government of Orenburgh, and in December made an excurfion as far 
as Toboifk. 

The next year he was employed in traverfmg the Altai Mountains, and tracing the 
courle of the Irtilh to Omfk and Kolyvanj where having mfpected the celebrated iilver 
mines, he proceeded to Tom/k, and firuftied that year’s expedition at Krafnojarfk, a 
town upon the Ynilei. In that place, fituated only in the fifty-Iixtli degree of north 
latitude, the cold was fo mtente, that the learned profeffor was wituefs to the natural 
congelation of quickfilver, which curious phenomenon he has minutely deferibed^, 

^ See Pallas Reife, P* III. p. 417 —419 ; gmd a rtanflaUun of this remarkable paHage, in voL i p 227 
of Chemical Effays, by Dr* Wation, Biihop of FandaE ^ 
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From Krafnojarfk Pajfcis departed on the 7th of March 1772, and proceeded by'Ir- 
kutJfe, and acrofs the Lake Baikal, to Udinfk, Selenginfk, and Kiatka, which is the prin¬ 
cipal mart of trade between Ruilia and China. Having penetrated into that part of 
Dauria which is fituated in the fouth-eaflern region of Siberia, he journeyed between 
the rivers Ingoda and Argoon, at no great diflance from the Amoor; thence tracing 
the lines which feparate the Ruffian empire from the Mongol hordes dependent on 
China, he returned to Selenginfk, and again wintered at Krafnojarfk. In the fumraer 
of 1773, he vifited Tara, Yaitlk, and Aftracan; and concluded that year’s route at 
Tzaritzin, a town upon the Volga; from whence he continued his journey in the 
enfuing fpring, and arrived at Peterfburgh on the 30th of July 1774, after an abfence 
of fix years. 

The account of this extenfive and interefling tour was publifhed in three parts*, con- 
taining two thoufand and four pages, in five volumes quarto, which has greatly con¬ 
tributed to extend his fame and eftablifh his character. Pallas, in this valuable work, 
has entered into a geographical and topographical defcription of the provinces, towns, 
and villages which he vifited in his tour, accompanied with an accurate account of their 
antiquities, hiflory, productions, and commerce. He has diferiminated many of the 
tribes who wander over the .various diftri&s, and near the confines of Siberia; detailed, 
with peculiar precifion, their cuftoms, nianners, ,and languages ; and rendered his tra¬ 
vels invaluable to the naturalift, from many important difeoveries in the animal, vege¬ 
table, and mineral kingdoms. Thefe travels are written in the German language; but 
the author has added to each part an appendix in the Latin tongue, which contains 
near four hundred fcientific deferiptions of feveral quadrupeds, birds, filh, inle&s, and 
plants. He has alfo greatly contributed to encreafe the utility of his performance by 
charts, and engravings of various antiquities, of feveral tartar dreffes and idols, and of 
many animals and plants. 

Expeditions of this kind into mhofpitable regions, among vagrant and almoft bar¬ 
barous .nations, are full of danger; as was fufficiently experienced by Muller, and 
Gmeljn the elder, in the reign of the Emprefs Anne.; and nothing but the mod intenfe 
ardour for fcience can fiimulate men to fuch hazardous undertakings. In that expe¬ 
dition De ITile and Steller perifhed; and, as if thefe fchemes were deftined to ill fate. 
Dr. S. Gmelin, after having loll many of his papers and collections, funk under grief 
and difeafe, and expired in a fmall village of Mount Caucafus, in 1774. Falk died in 
the courfe of the journey, and profeffor Lowitz was wantonly maffacred by the inhuman 
Pu gat chef. 

Pallas fortunately returned, but from the manner in which he finilhes his travels, not 
wit! tout enduring many havdfhips, and narrowlyefcaping from the mo ft imminent dangers. 
“ ° n 3 oth of July I reached Peterfburgh, with an enfeebled body and grey hairs, 
though only in the three and thirtieth year of my age.; but yet much ftronger than 
when I was in Siberia; and full of grateful acknowledgments to Providence for having 
preferveq and delivered me from numberlefs perils.” 

Pallas, known to the generality of the Englifli readers only as a great naturalift, de- 
ferves a confiderable place among thofe writers who have fucceeded in developing' the 
complicated hiitory of the roving tribes fcattered over thofe extenfive regions which 
flretch from the heart of Siberia, to the northern limits of India. In a recent publica¬ 
tion, infitled ColleGions upon the Political, Phyficat, and Civil Hiflory of the Mongol 
Tribesf, he has thrown new light upon the annals of a people, whole anceftors cmi- 

* Rtlfe durch vafebiedenm Pnwmt* des Riitfifcben Reich. A French tranfhtion of thie mtereftin? 
work has illo been ptibliftud, * 

'f Satdufjgm HtjL Nathnkhien other Mangoitfchm. Volhrchaftm* 
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quered'Ruflia, China, Perfia, and Indoftan; and, at more than one period, effabliffied, 
perhaps as large an empire as ever was podefied by a firlgle nation. Tile materials for 
this publication he collected, partly during an intercourfe with the Mongols, Burats, 
and Calmucs, and partly from the communications of Muller and Gmelin, 

Hitherto moll authors who have written upon thefe Afiatic hordes, have called them 
all indifcriminately by the name of Tartars; but this erroneous appellation is reClifted 
by Pallas, who proves unqueftionably that the Mongol tribes are a difiinfl race from 
the Tartars; differing from them in features, language, and government, and refembling 
them in nothing but in their inclination to a roving life. This primitive nation of Alia, 
whofe origin, hiffory, and prefent ftate form the fubjeCt of this intsreffing work, dates its 
celebrity from their founder Zinghis Khan. When his vaft dominions foil to pieces 
under his foccdffbrs in the fix teen th century, the Mongol and Tartar hordes, who com- 
pofed one empire, again feparated, and have lince continued diftinCt and independent. 
The Mongol hordes Pallas divides into three principal branches, Mongols, Oerats or 
Calmucs, and Burats; which he defcribes with that precifion and accuracy which diftin- 
guifli all his writings. 

In the fame year in which the profefior printed his Elenchus Zoophytorum , he alfo pub- 
liffied a treatife under the title of Mifcellanea Zcologica quibus nova imprimis atqite ohfcura 
Animalium Species deferibuntur , et Obfervationibus Iconibufque illujlrantur. This work 
was incorporated into a fubfequent publication the next year, on his return to Berlin, 
entitled, SpkUegia Zoologica ; which has been continued in numbers, or fafciculi, at un¬ 
certain periods until 1780, when the fourteenth was delivered. It contains, befides the 
letter-prefs, feventy-two plates, and refiefts the higheft credit on the author, as a mod; 
careful obferver and critic in zoology. The works of Buffon amply teftify the labours 
of Pallas in the fupplementary volumes, and Pennant makes frequent acknowledge¬ 
ments of his obligations to the fame fource, particularly for his Hi dory of Quadrupeds 
and Arctic Zoology. 

In June 1777 the learned profefior read before the Academy of Peterfburgh, in a 
meeting at which the King of Sweden was prefent, a Differtation on the Formation of 
Mountains, and the Changes which this Globe has undergone, particularly in the Ruf¬ 
fian Empire. This curious treatife, written in the French tongue, was printed at 
St. Peterfburgh; and a tranflation of it is given by Mr. Tooke in his Ruflia Illuf- 
trata. 

In 1778 he publilhed Nova Species Oimdrupedwm e Glirium Or dine. This perform¬ 
ance, printed at Erlang in quarto, contains twenty-feven plates, and defcribes numbers 
of the rat genus, and their anatomy. In 1781 he brought out Enumerate Plantarum 
qua in Horto Pracopii a Demidof Mofcud vigent (Pet. oCtavo); or. Catalogue of the 
Plants in Mr. Demidof 5 s Gardens at Mofcow; and in the fame year he gave to the 
public two volumes, in oCtavo, of an interefting work in the German tongue, called, 
Neue Nordfche Beytrage, &c. or New Northern Collections on various SubjeGs of 
Geography, Natural Hiffory, and Agriculture, which have been followed by five ad¬ 
ditional volumes. 

In 1782 he put forth two fafciculi , or numbers, of hones InfeBarum prafertim RvJJja 
Siberiaque peculiarium, &c. quarto, Erlang; or. Figures of Infects, principally of thole 
which are peculiar to Ruflia and Siberia, accompanied with deferiptions and illuftra- 
tions. Thefe two numbers treat of the fcarabai , curcuLcnes, tenebriones, hup fires, me~ 
foedes, cerambyess, with fix plates, containing coloured figures of one hundred and eighty 
infeCts of thole genera. 
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In 1784 he publifherl the firfl number of a Flora Ruffle a * ; or, a Defciiptlon of the 
Plants of the whole Ruflian Empire; a fplendid work, which was executed at the 
Emprefs’s ex pence, and owes its origin to the following ctrcumftance: Her Majefty 
inquiring of Pallas the Ruflian names of feveral plants, the author fent fame dried 
fpecimens, which he accompanied with a fliort defeription of each plant, and a difil-r- 
tation on their ufes. Catharine, pleafed with the method, ordered him to deferibe in 
the fame manner the botany of the whole empire, and to fpare no expence in the exe¬ 
cution of the work. The feeond number came out in 1789. 

The revifal of a curious, though lefs intereftiug publication, which fliews the verfa- 
tility of the author’s talents, unfortunately contributed to delay the completion of the 
Flora Rufllca and his zoological refearches; this work is an univerfal vocabulary, of 
which he fuperintended the impreflion, and which the Emprefs of Ruflia colleded from, 
all quarters of the globe. 

Exclufive of thefe feparate publications, he has printed in the Ads of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences, various zoological and botanical differtations, which prove his 
accurate knowlege of natural hiftory. 

It cannot but be pleafing to the lovers of fcience to be informed, that Pallas has been 
diftinguiflied with a mark of imperial favour, being appointed member of the board of 
mines, with an additional falary of 200I. per annum, and honoured with the order of 
St. Volodimir. The Emprefs alfo purchafed his ample colledion of natural hiftory, in 
a manner highly flattering to the author, and honourable to herfelf. Being informed 
that he was defirous to difpofeof that colledion, Her Majefty fent word, that her coun¬ 
try fliould not be deprived of fo curious a cabinet; that fhe would be the purchafer, 
and ordered him to make out the catalogue, and fix the price. He accordingly named 
15,000 roubles t- Having examined the catalogue, fhe added with her own hand, 
* £ Mr, Pallas underftands natural hiftory much better than figures j he ought to have 
charged 20,000 in Head of 15,000 roubles for fo many valuable articles. The Emprefs, 
however, takes upon herfelf to corred the miftake, and hereby orders her treafurer to 
pay 20,000 roubles. At the fame time Mr. Pallas lhall not be deprived of his collec¬ 
tion, which fhall ftill continue to be in his own pofleflion during his life, as he fo well: 
underftands how to render it moll ufeful to mankind.” 

As the care of putting into order and publilhing the papers of Gmelin and Gulden- 
ftaedt, is configned to Pallas, I fhall clofe this chapter with a fhort account of thofe 
learned profelfors. 

Dr. Samuel Gmelin, profeflor at Tubingen, and afterwards member of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences at Peterfburgh, commenced his travels in June 1768, and having 
traverfed the provinces of Mofcow, Voronetz, New Ruflia, Azof, Cafan, and Aftra- 
can, vifited, in 1770 and 1771, the different harbours of the Cafpian, and examined 
thole parts of Perfia which border upon that fea, of which he has given a cirumftaotial 
account in the three volumes of his travels already publifhed. Animated with a 
zeal for extending his observations, he attempted to pafs through the weftern pro¬ 
vinces of Perfia, which are in a perpetual ftate of warfare, and mfefted by numerous 
banditti, / , 

* The botanical reader is-refetred to the Gentleman’s Magazine for Auguft 1785, For a feientific ac- 
fount of the Flora Rufiica; of which go other recommendation need be given* than that it was written by 
I>r. Pulteney. 

f Pallaa has fettled in Crim Tartary, or Tanrida, on an eftate granted by the Emprefs; be has lately 
the firft volume of a defeription of that country* 

M He 
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He quitted in-April 1772, Einzelle, a final! tradiug place in Ghilan,on thefouthem 
lliore of the Cafpian, bu t, on account of many difficulties and dangers, did not, until 
the fecond of December 1773, reach Sallian, a town fituatedat the mouth of the river 
Koor. From thence he proceeded to Baku and Kuba, in the province of Shirvan, 
where he met with a friendly reception from Ali Feth Khan, the fovereign of that dif- 
trift. After he had been joined by twenty Uralian CofTacs, and when he was only 
four days’ journey from the Ruffian fortrefs Kiflar, he and his companions were, on the 
fjth of February 1774, arrefted by order of Ufaiei Khan, a petty Tartar Prince, through 
whofe territories he was obliged to pafs. XJfmei urged, as a pretence for this arrefi, 
that thirty years before feveral families bad efcaped from his dominions, and found an 
afylum in the Ruffian territories; adding, that Gmelin fhould not be releafed until thefe 
families were reftored. The profeffor was removed from prifon to prifon, till wearied 
out with continual perfecutions, he expired on the 27 th of July at Achmet-Kent, a vil¬ 
lage of Mount Caucafus. His death was occafioned partly by vexation for the lofs of 
feveral papers and colleftions, and partly by diforders contrafted from the fatigues 
of his long journey. Some of his papers were fent to Kiflar during his imprifonment j 
and the others were refeued from the hands of the barbarian who detained him in cap- 
tivity *• 

John Anthony Guldenftaedt was born at Riga, on the 26th of AprU 1745, received 
the rudiments of his education in that town, and in 1763 was admitted into the medical 
college of Berlin. He completed his ftudies atFranckfort upon the Oder, and in 1767 
received the degree of doctor of phyfic in that univerfity. On account of his knowledge 
of foreign languages, and progrefs in natural hiftory, he was confidered as a fit perfon 
to engage in the expeditions planned by the Imperial Academy. Being invited to Pe- 
rerfburgh, he arrived in that city in 1768, was created adiunft of the Academy, and in 
1770, member ofthatfociety, and profeffor of natural hiftory. In June 1768 he com¬ 
menced his travels, and was abfent feven years. From Mofcow, where he continued 
till March 1769, he paffed to Voronetz, Tzaritzin, Aftracan, and Kiflar, a fortrefs on 
the weft era (bore of the Cafpian, and clofeto the confines of Perfia. In 1770 he exa¬ 
mined the di ft rifts watered by the rivers Terek, Sunfha, and Atkfai,^ in the eaftern ex¬ 
tremity of Caucafus, and in the courfe of the enfuing year penetrated into Offetia, in the 
higheft part of the fame mountain, where he collefted vocabularies of the language, 
made inquiries into the hiftory of the people, and difeovered fome traces of chriftianity 
amofig them. Having vifited Cabarda, and the northern chain of the Caucafus, he 
proceeded to Georgia, and was admitted to an audience of Prince Heracliusf, who was 
encamped about ten miles from Tefflis. 

Ihe 


* See Bacli. Ruff. BIbl. for 1775, p. 50. . . _ . ,, n , * - 4 .. T , 

+ Prince Heraclius* or, as he was called, the Tzar Track, who made Fo bold a hand agarnu the I urk* 
the bit war between the Porte and Ruffia, airipoflcfled all Georgia, Kaketi, and the two fmall diftri£ta 
of Bonflial and Kofak, which were ceded to him by Nadir Shah* was then above fkty years old, of a middle 
fixe, with a long countenance* a dark complexion, large eyes, and a fmall heard. He palled ms youth at 
the court and in the army of the celebrated Nadir Shah, where he contracted a Fondnefs For I erliau cvU 
toms and manners, which he introduced into hk kingdom. He had feven fons and fix daughters. He was 
much revered and dreaded by the Perfian Khans, his neighbours, and ufually chefcu tognediate between 
them imtheir deputes with each other. When they were at war, lie flip ported one of the parties with a 
few troops, who diffufed a fpirit and courage among the reft, bexaufe the Georgian iolcliers were eieemed 
the braveit of thofe parts, and Prince Hcraclius himfelf was renowned for bis courage and muitary tkilL 
When on horfeback, he always had a pair of loaded piftols at his girdle* and* it the enemy was near, a muU 
ket flung over his fh-.mlder. In all engagements be was the foremoil to give examples 01 pur ion a bravery^ 
and frequently charged the enemy at the head oF his troops. He loved pomp and expence ; i- «c*optea 
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_ Tlie profeffbr accompanied Prince Heraclius in a campaign along the banks of the 
river Koor, eighty miles into the interior part of Georgia; and returned with him to 
Tefflis, All the houfes.of that capital are of ftone, with flat roofs, witich ferve, ac¬ 
cording to the cuftom of the Ealt, as walks for the women. The buildings are neat 
and clean, but the ftreets are exceedingly dirty and narrow. The town contains one 
Roman Catholic, thirteen Greek, and Icven Armenian churches. Having palled the 
winter at Tefflis, and in examining the adjacent country, he followed in Ipring the 
Prince to the province of Kaketia, and explored the fouthem diltricls inhabited by the 
Turcoman Tartars, and lubjeft to Heraclius, in the company of a Georgian magnate, 
whom be had cured of a dangerous diforder. In July he went to Imeretia, a country 
which lies Between the Cafpian and Black Seas, and is bounded on the eaft by Georgia, 
on the north by Gfletia, on the weft by Mingrelia, and on the fouth by the Turkiih do’ 
minions, which arc under the dominion of the Prince or Tzar Solomon *. 

In the almoft unknown dominions of this Prince, who, from gratitude to Ruffia.,. 
afforded Guldenftaedt every, affiftance in his power, the profeffor penetrated into the 
middle chain of Mount Caucafus ; viftted the confines of Mingrelia, Middle Georgia, 
and Eaftern and Lower Imeretia, and, after efcaping many imminent dangers from ban¬ 
ditti, fortunately returned to Kiilar on the 1 Stir of November, where he palled the win¬ 
ter, colleQing various information concerning the neighbouring Tartar tribes of the 
Caucafus, and particularly the Lefgees. In the lummer he journeyed to Cabarda Ma¬ 
jor, continued his courfe to Mount Belhtan, the higheft point of the firft ridge of the 
Caucafus, infpefted the mines of Madfliar, and went to Tcherkaik upon the Don. 
From thence he made expeditions to Azof and Taganroc, and then alono- the new li¬ 
mits to the Dnieper: he finilhed this year’s route at Krementfliuk, in the government 
of New Ruffia. In the enfuing fpring he was proceeding to Crim Tartary 3 but receiv- 
ing an order of recal, returned through the Ukraine to Mofcow and Peterfburgh, where 
oe arrived in March 1775!* 


tl,e dreft of Perfia and regulated his court after the manner of that country. From the example of the 
Kufffe.il troops, who weie quartered in Georgia during the laft Tmkifh war, lie karnt the ufe of plates, 
knives and folks, difhvs, houteliold (manure, &c. Although his revenues were final!, fcarcelv exceedintr 
yo.ocol. per annum, yet he contrived Lo maintain a (landing army of about fix Lhoufand men. He was af¬ 
terwards in elofe alliance with Ruffia and m t 7 8 4 one of Ids Ions was colonel of a Coffac regiment. In 
.w p V i S to renounce hs connection with Ruffia, and to acknowledge himfelf tributary ro 

the 1 orle, but died foon afterwards. Georgia has been recently annexed to the Ruffian empire. 

. having upon his acceffion forbidden the fcandalous traffic praflifed by the nobles of felling 

their peafanls, JfrertJy offended the I uiks, who gained by that fpecies of commerce. Being by. tlieir in- 

_ wiM 8 m " V£ V r T t hlS lhrOI ‘ e ’ com I ,l ‘lied to find an afylum in tlie woods and mountains, he lived like 
. Id man, for fixttcn ye.ns, m caverns and holes, and frequently by his perfonal courage efcaped affaf- 
Imation, until he was reniftaieo m his dominions by the Ruffians in the late war. This Prince wore ulually 

rkwSd t 3 ?Tl t0 °“ rj "ft? mwfl i et °", h,S fllUuIder 5 but on f,]e ™ «*«<*«* P->t on a robe of 

a , , “" g . r0Bn f ks 3 l,K : cr eWin ‘ Hc ' "as diftinguifbid from his fubjefis bv 
C aff , pet baps the only one in Imeretia, and by wearing hot . He had no regular troops, 
but collected a defultory army ? f fix thou baud men, without artillery. 1 h,U troous were d.awi, together 
by the found of the tr W pet , m other reipt As the Prince’s orders were iffited at the markets, which are 
he d every Friday. One of hts fe. vams alceuded a tree near the place of meeting, and proclaimed the edift 
with a loud voice. Hts fubjefts were of the Greek religion. So.'omon died of the plague in 1S4, and 
was tucceeded by his nephew David, who threw himfelf i.nder the protection of Ruffia. Diirini^v eon 
Unuanceat Peterffiurgh m the w ntei of .784, his amhaffadors were introduced to the Emprefe, Win the' 
La^ari ftyk of homage* threw tlietnfelvcs on he ground :il her feet* 

f For an account of GuldenHaedt^ fee Ruff. bib. vol. l p, 49. 102. 301. caS. vol if o 221 
vol. m. p. 72. 4 »t; Hill, des Hecoovertes, &c. lafrod- P z 7 , and Hacrid.t voa den Lcbeni-UmflUnden 
rlemi Frof. Gtflucnftaedt, ni journi Si. Pet. for ijSi* 
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On his return he was employed in arranging his papers; but before he could finifh 
them for the prefs, was feized with a violent fever, which proved mortal, and carried 
him to the grave in the month of March 1781. 

Chap, VITI. — Introduction of the Sclavonian Alphabet into Raffia.-—Rife and Progrefs of 

Ruffian Literature. — Hifior'tans. — Poets.—Digrcjfitm concerning the Ruffian Stage .—* - 

Ruffian Tranflatiom,—ClaJJical Learning. 

THE invention of the Sclavonian characters is generally attributed to Conflantine, a 
Greek philosopher, afterwards more known by the mime of Cyril, which he aflumed 
when he turned monk. About the middle: of the ninth century, Cyril and his brother 
Methodius were fent from Oonftantinople by Michael 111 . to plant the gofpel among the 
Sclavonian nations inhabiting the countries bordering upon the Danube, now called 
Hungary and Bulgaria, and thofe which were fettled in Bohemia and Moravia. As 
thofe barbarous nations knew nor the ufe of letters, Cyril compofed for them an al¬ 
phabet, and tranllated feveral religious books into their tongue. The greater part of 
the characters were the capitals of the Greek alphabet, the fame ufually employed in 
writing; to which he added a few others, in order to exprefs feveral founds peculiar to 
the Sclavonian language. Moft of thofe Sclavonian nations, who received chriftianity 
from the Greeks, and have retained the Greek religion, {till make ufe' of thofe cha¬ 
racters ; while the other people of that tribe, who were either firft converted by the 
Germans or Italians, or who afterwards adopted the Roman Catholic tenets, employ 
either the German or Roman alphabet *- 

That tribe of Sclavonians called Ruffians, when they ifliied from the banks of the 
Danube in the ninth century, and laid the foundation of this empire, either brought 
with them, if they knew the ufe of letters, the Cyrilian alphabet; or afterwards adopted 
it, on their converfion to chriftianity, when the Sclavonian Bible, tranllated by Cyril, 
was introduced among them. Thele characters are occafionally written, like the oldeft 
Greek and Roman manuferipts, of equal fize, at equal diftances, without connection or 
flops, and without diftinCtion of words. 

The earlieft Sclavonian book ever publilhed, was a Ruffian transition of the Penta¬ 
teuch, printed in the Cyrilian alphabet at Prague in 1719 1 : the fame letters were in¬ 
troduced into Ruffia on the eftablifhment of the firft prefs at Mofcow, and continued 
in ufe, not only for ecclefiaftical publications, butalfo for all others, until 1707, when 
feme new Ruffian types, confiding of great and ftnall letters, fimilar to thofe which are 
now employed, were call at Amflerdam for the printing-houfe at Mofcow J. The Ian- 

* Bolides the Raffiant:, the Sclavonians dwelling, in Dalmatia, and in the ifiands under the dominion of 
Venice, who ore of the Greek religion, {till ufe the Cyrilian characters, The fame were employed by all. 
the nations of Hungary, $ cl avonm* Croatia, Dalmatia, and others in the Auflrian territories ; but as the 
Roman Catholic pe’fnafion has gained ground iimongft them, they have lately begun to adopt the Roman 
letters; while the Sclavonian people fubje& to the Turks, namely* the Inhabitants of Albania, S£hria, Bof- 
nia, Bulgaria, who sre of the Greek religion* pveferve the Cyrilian alphabet. The Bohemians* who loon 
after their firft: converfion quitted the Greek, religion, and were afterwards turned by the Germans to the. 
Roman Catholic feft. ufe the German or Gothic characters, which weie affo in ufe among the Poles, equally 
indebted to the Germans for the fuff introduction of chriftiamty among them ; but the Poles have lately, in 
■mod of their publications, adopted the Roman alphabet* See the prelace to the Neue SlavorJlbh uml 
Deutche Grnrmnatik, printed at Vienna, 1774> 

■f Efihi fur la Bibliotheque* p*p2. 

(; Sec 3 Specimen of the Ruffian char a ns in voh ih book III, chap. 5* 
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guage in which the church-fervice is ftill performed, is the fame which was fpoken in 
the ninth century by the Sclavonians fettled on the banks of the Danube, in the coun¬ 
tries now called Hungary and Bulgaria, from whom the Ruffians are undoubtedly de¬ 
fended. The tranflation of the Bible made in that century being ftill in general ufe*- 
has afeertained its original, and preferved it in its priftine ftate; and it is remarkable 
that the feveral dialefts of Sclavonian, fuch as Polilh, Ruffian, and Bohemian, have a 
greater refemblance to this mother-tongue than to each other *. 

The Cyrilian alphabet employed by the Ruflian church is compofed of thirty-nine 
cfharaCters, fame of which contained, according to our mode of fpelling, three or even 
four confonanjs; but, as new modified in 1707, for common ufe, is reduced f to thirty 
letters. 

The Sclavonian, in its different dialeCts, is known through a larger extent of coun¬ 
try, and fpoken by a greater number of people, than perhaps any other language in the 
World. It is the native tongue in Bohemia, Moravia, Croatia, Carinthia, Carniola, 
Sclavonia, Bofnia, Servia, Albania, Dalmatia, different parts of Hungary and Bulgaria, 
Poland, and Ruflia, in a word, a traveller acquainted with that language would be 
underftood from the confines of Germany to the Sea of Kamtchatka. 

The Ruflian dial eft of the Sclavonian, which is faid to be extremely rich and har¬ 
monious, has nor, till lately, undergone any cultivation; having been chiefly confined 
to affairs of government, ecclefiaftical writings, and to unconnected chronicles and 
journals. 

Some authors, in confidering the fmall advances made by the Ruffians in the arts 
and fciences, when compared with the progrefs of the more enlightened nations in 
Europe, have erroneoufly attributed this deficiency to the effeCts of climate, or to an 
innate want of genius. The latter affertion fcarcely deferves a ferious refutation; for 
all intellectual improvement muff: arife from culture, and the greater or lefs degree of 
knowledge muff ultimately depend upon the greater or lefs degree of inftruction. 
Befides, this illiberal reflection is fufficiently refuted by the bare mention of feveral il- 
luftrious Ruffians, who, amongft many others, might be felected on this occafion: Phi- 
laretes and Nicon; Sophia Alexicfna; Prince Vaffili Galitzin, and Peter the Great; 
the learned Theophanes; the poets Lomonozof and Suinorokof, and Kherelkof; and 
the prefent hiftorian. Prince Sherebatof. 

With refpect to the objection, that the genius of this nation has been fettered by the 
intenfe cold of the climate, it may be remarked: if climate has an invincible effect upon 
mankind, where lhall we draw the line of the greateft intellectual ability ? Shall we 
iuppofe a point, in which the human mind is at its greateft perfection, from which, in 
proportion as it recedes, it gradually degenerates ? Is the influence of climate uniform 
or calual ? If uniform, why is modern Greece no longer the feat of arts and learning ? 
Why was Iceland once the chief repofitory of northern literature ? Why are the Swedes 
more enlightened than the Ruffians ? And why are not the Ruffians of Aftracan more 
civilized than thofe of Peterfburgh and Archangel ? If the effefts of climate are cafual, 
they are then counterbalanced by other circumftances; and it ceafes to be a pofitive 
criterion of diftinClion. 

Many impediments arife from the government, religion, and particularly from the 
vaffalage of the peafants, which tend to check the diffufion of the arts and fciences, 
without the neceffity of having recourfe to a fuppofed want of genius, or to the effect 


of 


* Sehloetzer Prob. Ruf. An. p, 1B9. 

t Kaftan Dictionary^ 17/8* In Ckarpentlere’s Grammar there are thirty-two chaiafters. 
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of climate. But inftead of combating theoretical reafonings, which have no foundation 
in f a £t or experience, I ihall haften to trace the rife and progrefs of Ruffian literature, 
and take a curfory view of its prefent Rate. 

While fome authors deny the fmalleft portion of literature to the Ruffians, and even 
hold them incapable of any confiderable progrefs in fcience; others, on the contrary, 
aflert, that they began to be enlightened even at fo early a period as during the reigns 
of Oleg and Igor *. The arguments in favour of this hypothefis prove little more than 
that the Ruffians in thofe times were not unacquainted with the art of writing; and 
that they had compofed, or could repeat, a few ancient fongs, which celebrated the 
military exploits of their Princes and leaders. But undoubtedly the whole nation was 
plunged in the groffeft ignorance, and in a fituationnot fuperior to that of the wander¬ 
ing hordes who now inhabit Independent Tartary. It is faid of Svatdlaf, the fon of 
Igorf; “ On Ins march he carried with him no baggage-waggon, no kitchen furni¬ 
ture ; his food was the flelh of horfes and other animals, juft warmed over the fire; he 
had no tent; his houfings ferved for a bed, and his faddle for a pillow; the whole 
army followed his example.” A defcription which characterizes the chief of an unlet¬ 
tered Scythian tribe, and not the fovereign of a people in whom the fmalleft traces of 
the arts were found. And although perhaps the knowledge of the Sclavonian alphabet 
mi o-ht have been brought into Ruffia by a few chriltians, who were drawn to the court 
by Olga, the wife of Igor; yet the firft introduction of literature mu ft be afcribed to 
Vladimir the Great, on his converfion to chriftianity in 988; who inftituted fehools, 
and paffed a decree \ to regulate the inode of inftrutting youth. Under the aufpices 
of his fon Yaroflaf, who afcended the throne in 1018, many learned priefts were in¬ 
vited from Conftantinople, various Greek books tranflated into the Ruffian tongue, and 
hymns and other poetical verfions of thePfalms fung in the churches. He alio eftab- 
lilhed a feminary at Novogorod for three hundred ftudents, and gave to that republic 
the firft code of written laws. This dawn of letters was obfcured by fubfequent cala¬ 
mities, and fucceeded by a long darknefs of three centuries, during which the nation 
was fubjeCl to the Tartar yoke. The Chriftian religion, however, tended in this, as 
well as in mod other countries of Europe, to preferve fome fmall remains of literature 
in the fehools of the monafteries. Each convent fortunately became an afylum for the 
prefervation, though not for the dHFufion of knowledge; and in this period of barbarifin 
and ignorance, many monks were diftinguifhed for their erudition. 

* Runic, entered Ruffia about 862; ditd S79. 2- Oleg, probably the nephew of Rune, 

| Great-Duke or regent during thr n?Writy 

1 sf Igor. 

3, Igor, died 945 ; married Olga. 


4, Svatgslaf, died 974. 

I 


5, Yaropolki died 9S0, 6, Vladimir the Great, reigned 9^0 j died 1014* 


J, YaroelaFj 1053. 

f Journ. St, Pet. for 17B1, part L p; 151. 

j Ybis curious decree exifts in the Ruffian tongue* and h tranfiated into French by Eaehmeiftcrj in 
hh Efiai fur la Bib* &c, p, 0* 
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On the final etfpulfxort of die Tartars by Ivan Vaffilievitch I. in the middle of the 
15th century, Ruffia gradually emerged from this ftate of darknefs, and continued im¬ 
proving in civilization and culture, under the patronage of the Iiicceedmg fovereigns, 
particularly fvati IL Baris Godunof, the two fir ft tzars of the line of Romanof, and 
the princefs Sophia. But it was not till the sera of Peter the Great that letters, which 
had been chiefly confined to the regular clergy, began to be cultivated by the laity ; a 
fure fign that the nation was advancing to a more general date of improvement. 

A review of the lives and works of the mod eminent writers, who have contributed 
to refine the language, and diffufe a tafte for faience, will affift in tracing the progrefe 
of literature, and ascertaining its prefent ftate. 

In this inquiry I fliali confine rnyfelf principally to Hi (lory and Poetry, 

Ruflia can boaft the earlieft hi dorian of the North ; for, at a period when Poland, 
Sweden, and Denmark, were unlettered; when even the annalilts of Iceland were 
mute; a monk of the convent of Petcherikt at Kiuf was compiling the hiftory of 
Ruffia. 

This annalift, whofe fecuiar name is not known, was born in 1046, at Blelozero* 
and in the nineteenth year of his age aflumed the mbnaftic habit, and took the name 
of Neftor *. At Kiof he made a confiderable proficiency in the Greek language, but 
items to have formed hisftyie and manner rather from the Byzantine hiftorians, Cerde- 
jins, Zonaras, and Syocellus, than from the ancient daffies* The time of Neftoris 
death is not ascertained ; but he is fuppofed to have attained an advanced age, and to 
have died about the year 1115. 

His great work is his Chronicle with an introdudion, which contains a fhort fketch of 
the early ftate of the world, taken from the Byzantine writers, a geographical defcri.pt ion 
of Ruflia, and an account of the Sclavonian nations. He then enters upon a chrono¬ 
logical feries of the Ruffian annals, from the year 858 to about m3. His ftyle is fimple 
and unadorned, Rich as fuhs a mere recorder of fails ; but his chronological exa£tnefs, 
though it render his narrative dry and tedious, contributes to afeertain the asra and 
authenticity of the events which he relates f. 

* For the account of Neftor, fee principally Muller, S. R. G* V* p .6 ; and Scbloetzcr’s Probe Ruffif- 
ehe*Annalen ; which accurate and imerdHug work 1 have chiefly followed, as ike great fource of informa¬ 
tion relative to the early annalills of Ruffia. 

f A competent judge thus expreffes himfelf with regard to this performance : 

Neffort chronicle is unique in its kind. For all the other Sclavonian people* flick as the Poles, Bohe¬ 
mians, Illyrians, &c. cannot produce any writer who can in the fmalklt degree contend with the Ruffian an- 
naliffc in antiquity, minutenefs, accuracy, and truth* He was fo highly e{teemed in Ruffia, and the fubfe- 
quent writers were fo convinced of his fidelity, that in fpeaking of the fame times, they adopt his very 
wo ids, or ma ko only the fro .i 1 le R: alterations. 

u I will not prejudice the readers in their judgment concerning the authenticity of this annalift ; and I 
am convinced, that whoever perufes his work, will at once do him the juftice which lie deferves, I allude 
to thoTe readers only who do not acknowledge any other liiffiories than thofe which are derived from the molt 
eHeemcd fources ; and who know how to diftinguiftl with critical exadlnefs the purity of ihofe fourcea. 
But I do not addrefs myfelf to thofe who have not hitherto been acquainted with any other writers on the 
early times of the Ruffian hi (lory than Herberftem and Pet reins ; place the int rod 11 ft Ion of the art of 
writing into Ruffia fo late as the 13th century; who hold the fucceffiou of the Ruffian fove reigns to he 
unknown* at kaft uncertain, until the time of Ivan Vaffilievitch; who confider this long period as totally 
obfeure, in which no chronicle affords a clue to the difceniing biftorian ; who draw their whole knowledge 
of Ruffian hillory from Strahkuherg, Voltaire, La Combe, and from the flill more wretched compilers uf 
the article Ruffia in the Univerfal tlilfory. Thefe readers will not indeed be eafily induced to efieem, as 
authentic, the relations of a monk, whofe waitings {how the inaccuracy of the atave-mentioned authors, 
and confute at once their whole account of Ruffia during the middle ages.** Schloetzer, Ruffi* Aim* p. 3 2* 
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It is remarkable, that an author of fuch importance, whofe name frequently occurs 
in the early Ruffian books, fhould have remained in obfcurity above fix hundred years, 
and been fcarcely known to his modern countrymen. A copy of his chronicle was 
given, in 1668, by Prince Radzivil to the library of Konigfburgh, where it lay unno¬ 
ticed until Peter the Great, in his paffage through that town, ordered a tranfcript to be 
fent to Peterlburgh. But the author was (till unknown, for when Muller in 17 32, pub- 
lifhed the firft part of a German tranllation # , he mentioned it as the work of the ab¬ 
bot Theodofius of Kiof. The ingenious editor, not being at that time Efficiently ac¬ 
quainted with the Sclavonian tongue, employed an interpreter, who, by miftaking a 
letter in the title, fuppofed it written by a peri'on whofe name was Theodofius. This 
ridiculous blunder was foon circulated, and copied by many foreign writers; even long 
after it was candidly acknowledged and corrected by Muller. 

Neflor was fucceffively followed by three annelids; the firfl was Sylvefter, abbot of 
the convent of St. Michael at Kiof, and bifhop of Periflaf, who died in 1123: he com¬ 
mences his chronicle from 1115, only two years pofteriov to that of Neflor, and conti¬ 
nues it to 1123 ; from which period a monk, whofe name has not been delivered down 
to pofleritv, carries the lullory to 1157; and another, equally unknown, to 1203. 
With refpeCfc to thefe performances, Muller informs us, “ the labours of Neflor and 
his three continuators have produced a connected fertesof Ruffian hiflory fo complete, 
that no nation can boafl a fimilar treafure for fo long and unbroken a period f.” We 
may add likewife from the fame authority, that thefe annals record much fewer pro¬ 
digies and monkifh legends, than others which have iffued from the cloifter in times fo 
unenlightened. 

From this period, which terminates in 1203, there is no regular continuation of the 
Ruffian hiflory, but many feparate and detached annalifls; for as the empire was 
broken into independent principalities, each writer has detailed the events of the parti¬ 
cular diflridt in which he flourifhed. The next general annalifl who prefents himfelf to 
our notice is Cyprian, metropolitan of Ruffiain the reign of Demetrius Donlld, who 
began in the 14th century the Book of Degress ; fo called becaufe it arranges the hif¬ 
lory of the Empire, according to the order of defcent: each degree contains the reign 
of thofe fovereigns who followed each other in an uninterrupted line; and a new one 
, commences when the throne patted to a collateral branch. This work was continued by 
the metropolitan Makari, who flourifhed under Ivan Vaffilievitch IT. and afterwards by 
unknown compilers, to the times fomewhat poflerior to the reign of Feodor Ivanovitch. 
Thefe writings, unlike thofe of Neflor and his continuators, contain many idle traditions 
and abfurd legends $ but the events which they record, render them the object of the 
hiftorian’s notice j and Muller has thought them of Efficient confequence to become 
their editor. 

The chronicle of the patriarch Nicon, in which he collected a complete feries of 
Ruffian annalifls, from Neflor to the reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, and the extraor¬ 
dinary exertions which he made to diffufe knowledge among his countrymen, have been 
already related. 

The reign of Alexey was extremely fertile in what were called hiflorical productions v 
but which in reality are rather *dry materials than deferving fuch an honourable appdla- 

* S. R. G. I. p. i, &c- The real title to this manufcript was, by the “ Monk of the Tlte.~dofiaR 
Convent of P etcher fid which the interpreter, by milUking out letter, explained. The Monk i'heo- 
dofius, of the Convent, Sec Schloelser, p*i6* 

*(■ S. R* G. V» p* 61 
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tion. It would be tedious to enumerate the various chronicles, journals of the court, 
books of genealogy, public records, ftate-papers, and other fnnilar fources of infor¬ 
mation, both of his and fucceeding times; which the libraries contain in fuch abundance 
as to aftonifh a ftranger, who by falfe reprefemations may have been milled to conceive 
that the Ruffians are deficient in original documents. 

Among the perfons who, pofterior to Nicon, have mollly contributed to promote 
fcience by their example and protection, and who may be clafled among the hiftorians, 
mult not be omitted Theophanes Prnkopovitch, metropolitan archbifliop of Novogorod. 
This learned prelate was the Ton of a burgher of Kiof; he was bom on the 9th of June 
1681, and baptized by the name of Elillia. He commenced his ftudies under his 
uncle Theophanes, reftor of the feminary in the Bratfkoi Convent at Kiof, and 
was well grounded in the rudiments of the Greek, Latin, and Hebrew tongues. 
Though his uncle died in 1692, he completed his education in that feminary, and in 
the eighteenth year of his age, travelled into Italy. He refided three years at Rome ; 
where, befides a competent knowledge of the Italian, he acquired a talte for the fine 
arts, and improved himfelf in philofophy and divinity. 

On his return to Kiof, he read lectures on the Latin and Sclavonian poetry in the fe- 
minary, and, having affumed the monaftic habit, changed his name to Theophanes. 
Before he attained the 25th year of his age, lie was admitted prafeCl, the fecond office 
in the feminary, and profert’or of philofophy. In 1706, hediftinguilhed hiinfelf by a 
Latin oration before Peter the Great, and dill more by a fermon, which, in 1709, he 
preached before the fame monarch after the battle of Pultava. Having once attracted 
the notice, he foon acquired the protection of Peter, who, captivated with his great ta¬ 
lents, fuperior learning, and polite addrefs, felefted him for a companion in the 
cniuing campaign againit the Turks; a fure prelude to his future advancement. In 
17 s 1, Theophanes was nominated abbot of the monaftry of Bratlkoi, reftor of the 
feminary, and profelfor of divinity. His cenfures againft the ignorance and indolence of 
the Ruffian clergy, and his endeavours to promote a lafte for polite literature among 
his brethren, rendered him a fit inflrument in the hands of Peter for the reformation 
of the church, and the abolition of the patriarchal dignity. He was placed at the head 
of the lynod, of which eeclefiaflical eftablilhment he himfelf drew the plan, was created 
in 1718 bifliop of PJefcof, and in 1720 archbifhopof the fame diocefe: foon after the 
aecelfion of Catherine he was confecrated archbifliop of Novogorod, and Metropo¬ 
litan of all Rulfia, and died in 1736. 

Befides various fermons and theological difquifitions, he wrote a treatife on rhetoric, 
and on the rules of Latin and Sclavonian poetry; he compofed verfes in the Latin lan¬ 
guage, and was author of a work, for wffiich he is chiefly mentioned in this place, the 
Life of Peter the Great, which terminates with the battle of Pultava. In this perfor¬ 
mance the prelate has, notwithftanding his natural partiality to his benefactor, avoided 
that fcurrilous abufe of the contrary party which Frequently difgraces the bed hiltories, 
and has been particularly candid in his account of Sophia. Peter employed him in 
compofing the decrees which concerned theological queftions, and even many which re¬ 
lated to civil affairs. 

Theophanes not only cultivated the fciences, and promoted them during his fife, but 
likewife left a legacy to his countrymen, for their further progrefs after his deceafe, by 
maintaining and fuperintending the education of fixty boys, in his epifcopal palace. 
Linder his aufpices, they were in Strutted in foreign languages, and in various branches 
of polite knowledge, which had been hitherto centered by many as profane acqui- 
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fitions; thus tranfmitting the rays of learning to illuminate future ages and a diflant 
pofterity*. 

Though Ruffia hitherto abounded in chronicles and annsls relative to detached pe¬ 
riods ; yet, excepting a dry detail of faifts compiled for the ufe of Alexey Michaelovitch, 
it poflefled no regular and conne&ed hiftoi7. Tile nr ft attempt towards fuch a work 
was undertaken by Prince Khilkof, This nobleman 7, defcended from an ancient 
family, had diftinguiffied himfelf as embaflador to feveral foreign courts, before he was 
deputed, in 1700, to Stockholm. He accompanied Charles XH. in hisdefcent upon 
the Iile of Zealand; and on the enfuing truce of Travendhal, between Sweden and 
Denmark, returned to Stockholm, on the 17th of September, at the eve of the rup¬ 
ture which broke out between the Swedilh and Ruffian monarchs. His character of 
embaflador, deemed facred by the law of nations, could not protect him from the re- 
fentment of Charles XII.; and, on the 20th of the fame month, he was arretted and 
imprifoned. 

As an amu foment during his captivity, which was long and rigorous, and at the re- 
queft of his fellow-prifoner prince Trubetlkoi, lie began an abridgment of the Ruffian 
hiflory, from the earlieft period to his own time ; and after a confinement of eighteen 
years, expired in his prifon of Wefteros, when he was on the point of being releafed. 

His work called the “ Kernel of the Ruffian Hiflory,” is a mere abridgment and 
was publifhed in 1770 by Mr. Muller. It forms only one volume in oftavo, a°nd contains 
feven books: the firft commences with the creation of the world, and ends with the 
foundation of the Ruffian empire under Ruric; the remaining fix carry down the hiflory 
to the year 1713. During feme part of his confinement he was permitted to receive 
from Mofcow, books, extracts from chronicles, and a few ftate-papers; but as he could 
not obtain the neceflary documents fo well as on the fpot, his performance unavoidably 
contains occafional errors, many of which he judicious editor has corrected. 

In 1720, Vaffili Tatifchef, who had more opportunities of obtaining information, 
began to collect materials for a complete hiflory of Ruffia, and continued^ his refearches 
without intermiffion for thirty years. The indefatigable compiler finifhed his account to 
the reign of Feodor Ivanovitch, and was bringing it down to this century, when death 
put a period to his labours. Part of this great work was colifumed by fire, and the re¬ 
mainder was publiffied after the author’s death by Muller. It con fills of three volumes 
in quarto. The firft contains feveral curious difiertations relative to the antiquity of the 
Sclavonian nation; the fecond and third comprife the hiflory of the Ruffian empire, 
from its earlieft origin to 1237. It can hardly be called a regular hiflory, but is rather 
a connected feries of chronicles, wbofe antiquated Sclavonian dialers are merely 
changed into the Ruffian idiom ; and the author is juftly cenfured for not regularly ci¬ 
ting the various annal ills as he abridges or new models them, and for not aligning" the 
realons which induced him to prefer the writers whofe relations he has adopted, to thole 
which he has rejected J. 

Since Tatifchef, feveral writers § have publiihed collections of ftate-papers and other 
documents; but the honour of compofing a complete hiflory of this country is proba¬ 
bly 

* For die lottery of Thcophan.es I hare followed implicitly Muller, whofe fidelity and accuracy alwaye 
appear to me unqueftmnablc. See S. R. G. V, p, 564* 

-j- See Bach. Ruff, Bib. for 1777, p* 7H—87. 

i Bach. Ruff Bib. for *774, p. 43 ; alfo for 1775, p, 216 . L’Evefquc, voL i p, xxxh 

£ Particularly Novikof, in his ancient Ruffian Library, in ten volumes, a work thus chara&enfed bv 
I/Lvefque j u Recueilde pieces ongmaka ct amhentiques, tireesdea cabrntu ct des archives; on y trouve 
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bly referved for prince Sherebatof; who, if we except Muller, has contributed more 
than any other perfon towards illuftrating the Ruffian annals. 

This learned nobleman is editor of feveral works : a journal of Peter the Great, m 
n vols. quarto, which he found in the archives, and publilhed by order of the Linprefs. 
It confitls of eight books, five of which were correAed by Peter httnfelf. lhe firfc 
volume begins with the iniurreclion of the Strelitzes in 169S, and finiines with 1 7 1 4 i 
the fecond concludes with the peace of Nyftadt in 17 21 . lheleained editoi has added 

feveral remarks, and fome important pieces from the Ruffian archives. lhe Rufitan 
Hiftory, by an Ancient Annalift, from the beginning of the reign of \ lodimir Mono- 
maca in 1114 to 1472, in which the author dwells on the civil feuds of Novogorod, 
and its fubieaion to Ivan Vaffilievitch 1 . The Life of Peter the Great, in the Ruffian 
language, firft publilhed at Venice, which the Prince reprinted in 1774, and enriched 
with hiftorical obfervations. His own works are, an Account of the Ruffian Impoftors: 
amongft theie is the life of Demetrius, chiefly drawn from the fources coniulted by 
Muller in his relation of the fame period. But this noble author's great work is the 
Hi (lory of Ruffia, from the earlieft times. He has already publilhed three volumes in 
quarto, which finilhed with the reign of Demetrius Donlki, who died in 1389. I have 
read with great plea!ure the German tranflation of thispeifoimance, which is a mod va¬ 
luable addition to the hiftory of the North. The author had accefs to the imperial 
archives; he draws his information from the mod ancient and unquellionable fources, 
is exaft in quoting his authorities, and ranges the events in chronological order with 
great perfpicuity. A writer, who confulted many chronicles cited by this hiftorian, and 
W'ho has given to the public the molt complete hiftory of Ruffia yet extant, thus Ipeaks 
of this work: « The author always cites his authorities. I have verified a great num¬ 
ber of his references, and have always difeovered his accuracy. If the firft character of 
an hiftorian is the love of truth, the prince deferves the greateft praife *.’* 

Although this difquifition is confined to the native writers; yet I cannot avoid men¬ 
tioning Voltaire’s Life of Peter the Great, as it is the work from which moil foreign 
nations have formed their ideas of Ruffia; which many French and Etiglifh authors 
have fervilelv copied, until it is confidered as a ftandard book, and particularly as the 
author informs us in the Preface: “ La cour de Peterjhoarg , iife. a fait parvenu- d I’hif- 
toricn charge de cet outrage tons ies documem autbentiques . 12 n’a.Jcril quefur des premies 

incontefiables. 1 ’’ „ , 

But the well-informed Ruffians, ahhougn this work idolizes their hero Refer the 
Great, eorifefs that it is an inaccurate performance ; a panegyric rather than a hiftory, 
in which many faas are difguifed or omitted ; where every defeat in the principal cha¬ 
fer is foftened, and every virtue exaggerated. In truth, the elegant author wrote 
this Life at the defire of the Emprefs Elizabeth, by whofe order he received great part 
of the materials. Hence it may eafily be conjectured, that nothing would be commu¬ 
nicated which could refleft the finalleft diferedit on Peter or Catharine; and that the 
author was unwilling to infert any circutnftance which might be difpleafing to Elizabeth. 
Elis genius was fettered by thefe reftraints; the pifturfe accordingly, which he has drawn 


des morceaiix tres importantes.” Vol.i. p. xxiv. The Academy of Sciences has atfo pnbliflied anbiftori- 
cal Toun.ai every month, from 17154 to 1?65. It conMs of twenty volumes, oSavo, and contains “ un 
grande nombre de rooiceaoxhiftoriques tres-intcreffans, dontla plupartoni etc compofes par le favant Mul¬ 
ler.” Ib. „ , 

* L’Evefque.. ^ 
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of Peter, is almod as devoid of animation as of refemblance, and this Iketch is the leaft 
entertaining, as well as the mod inaccurate of his historical pieces. 

But frequently alio in regard to thofe events which did not interfere with Elizabeth’s 
prejudices, he either did not examine, or did not follow, fome of the heft and moft 
authentic materials communicated from Peter (burgh *. From thefe circumftances we 
may a (lent to the truth of the cenfure palled by the lively writer upon his own perform¬ 
ance, when he laid, “ Jc firm graver fur ma tombs , cy gtt qid a voulu ecrire I'hiftoirc de 

Pierre le Grand _ _ 

Of the Ruffian poetry previous to this century, the only fpecimens were a few ancient 
forms, fome occaftonal copies of verfes, and a pfalter, compofed by the monk Simeon 
PoloUkl, printed at Mofcow in 16So. To ufe the expredions of the epic writer lvheraf- 
kof, “ the Mules waited till the reign of Peter the Great, to make their appearance in 
Ruffia: before his time were indeed a few poets, but their compofttions were more 
rhymes than verfes, and even during his reign the art was Hill in its infancy. At length 
came Lomonozof J,” &c. Theophanes had indeed read leaures on the rules of Scla- 
vonian or Ruffian verfe; Prince Kantemir, Ilintki, Trediatofski, and a few others, had 
compofed j but there were no poets of eminence before Lomonozof and Sumorokof. 
A fketch therefore of the lives and writings of thefe two authors, a ffiort account of the 
Ruffian ftage, and a few remarks on the compofitions of Khcralkof, will convey to the 
reader fome idea of the rife, progrefs, and ftate of poetry in this empire. 

Lomonozof the great refiner of his native tongue', was the fo.n of a filhmonger at 
Kolmogori; he was bom in 1711, and fortunately taught to read; a rare inftance for 
a perfon of fo low a ftation in Ruffia. His natural genius for poetry was firft kindled 
by the perufal of the Song of Solomon, done into verfe by Polotiki, whofe rude com¬ 
pofitions, perhaps fcarcely fuperior to our verfion of the Pl’alms by Stenihold and Hop¬ 
kins, infpired him with an imffiftible pallion for the mufes. He fled from his father, 
who would have compelled him to marry, and took refuge in a monaftery at Molcow ; 
where he had an opportunity of indulging his tafte for letters, and ftudying the Greek and 
Latin languages. In this feminary he made fuch confiderable progrels in polite litera¬ 
ture, as tobepatronifed by the Imperial Academy of Sciences. In 1736, he was fent, at 
the expeneeof that fociety, to the univerficy of Marburgh inJdeffe-Caffel, where he ftudied 
under the celebrated Ghriftian Wolf, univerfal grammar, rhetoric, and philofophy. He 
continued at Marburgh four years, and applied himfelf with indefatigable diligence to 
chymiftry, which he afterwards purfued with ftill greater luccefs, under the famous 
Henckel, at Frcyburgh in Saxony. In 1741, he returned into Ruffia, was chofen in 
1742 adjunct to the Imperial Academy, and in the enfuing year member of that lbciety, 
andprofelfor of chymiltry. In 1760, he was appointed infpector of the feminary, then 
annexed to the Academy j in 1764, he was gratified by the Emprefs with the title of 
counfeilor of ftate, and died on the 4th of April that year, in the fifty-fourth year of 
his age. 

* Bufching has publilhed, in the third volume of his Hiftorlcal Magazine, *« Me moire abrege fur la Vie 
du Tfarevitch Alexei Petrovitch.” This memoir, fays the editor, was fent to Voltaire before he began to 
write his Jitftory of Ruffia: it will ferve as a proof how little that writer employed the authentic papers 
tranknitted to him. Vol. iii, p. 194. Muller alfo charges Voltaire with not paying fufficient attention to 
the papers which he communicated from the moft undoubted authorities. Buf. xvi. p. 35 2 * 

4 Cited by L/Evefque, vol. i. p. 30, . , _ 

4 Preface to KtisraAiof’s poem on tlis Battle of Tchefme, quoted in Bach. Run. Bib. tor 17J4 

p. 201. 

$ Lt Clerc, Hift. Mod. p. 70. 
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Lomonozof excelled in various kinds of compofition ; but his chief merit is derived 
from his odes. The firft was written in 1739, while he ftudied in Germany, on the 
capture of Kotfchin, a fortrefs of Grim Tartary, by Marffial Munic. The odes of Lo¬ 
monozof are greatly admired for originality of invention, fublimity of fentiment, and 
energy of language, and compenfafe for their turgid ftyle, by that fpirit and fire, which 
are the principal chara&eriftics in this fpecies of compofition. Pindar was his great 
model; and if we may give credit to a perfon * well verfed in the Ruffian tongue, he has 
fucceeded in this daring attempt to imitate the Theban bard, without incurring the cen- 
fure of Horace f. In this, as well as feveral other fpecies of compofition, he enriched 
his native language with various kinds of metre, and merited the appellation bellowed 
on him, te The Father of Ruffia 1 Poetry.'* 

A brief recapitulation of the principal works of Lomonozof, printed in three volumes 
ofhivo, will fhew the versatility of his genius, and his extenfive knowledge in various 
branches of literature: 

The fir ft volume, befide a preface on the advantages derived to the Ruffian tongue 
from the ecciefiaftical writings, contains ten lacred and nineteen panegyric odes, and 
l'everal occafional pieces of poetry. 

The fecond comprifes an Elfay, in profe, on the rules of Ruffian Poetry; tranflation 
of a German ode; Idylls; Tamira and Selim, a tragedy; Deniophoon, a tragedy; 
Poetical Epiftle on the Utility of Glafs; two cantos of an epic poem, intitled Peter 
the Great; a congratulatory copy of verles; an Ode; tranflation of Baptifte Rouf- 
feau’s ode, Sar !e Bonbeur ; Heads of a courfe of lectures on Natural Philofophy; certain 
palfages, tranflated in verfe and profe, according to the originals, from Cicero, Erafmus, 
Lucian, iElian, Ammianus Marcellinus, Quintus Curtius, Homer, Virgil, Martial, Ovid, 
Horace, and Seneca, which Ruffian tranllations were brought as examples in his Lec¬ 
tures upon Rhetoric; laftly, defeription of the Comet which appeared in 1744. 

The third volume confifts chiefly of fpeeches and treadles read before the academy ; 
panegyric on the Emprefs Elizabeth ; on Peter the Great; treatife on the advantages 
ot chymiftry ; on the phenomena of the air, occafioned by the electrical fire, with a 
Latin tranflation of the fame; on the origin of light, as a new theory of colours; me¬ 
thods to determine with precifiori the courfe of a velfel; on the origin of metals by the 
means of earthquakes ; Latin dilfertation on folidity and fluidity ; on the Tranfit of 
Venus in 1761, with a German tranflation J. 

Beiides thefe various fubjefts, Lomonozof made no inconfiderable figure in hiftory, 
having publifhed two fiuall works relative to that of his own country. The firft, ftyled 
Annals of the Ruffian Sovereigns, is a fhort chronology of the Ruffian monarchs; the 
fecond is the Ancient Hiftory of Ruffia, from the origin of that nation to the death of 
the Great Duke V aroilaf I. in 1054; a performance of great merit, as it illuftrates the 
moft difficult and obfeure period in the annals of this country. 

Lomonozof was alio an admirer of the arts; made foine proficiency in painting, and 
diftingiiifhed himfelf by copying in mofaic. The portraits of the regent Anne and Peter 
the I hird, done by Lomonozof in mofaic, are Hill preferved in tile gallery at Orani* 
enbaum. 

* L’Enrique, who fays of him, “ II ell peut-c:re le fen I emulc de Pin flare,” 

t “ Pindarnm qtnTqiiis ftudet aimilaii,” JL’Ode dc Lomonofof fit coffncttre aux Ruffes les verita- 

blts regies de la harmonic. I e Clerc. 

J Mr. Ramaficiii, who puhlifitrd this complete edition of Lomonozof a works, received from the Emprefs 
a prefeut of tool. See Ruff. Bib. for 1780, p 338, 
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Alexander Sumorokof, juflly denominated the founder of the Ruffian theatre, next 
to Eomonozof, principally contributed to refine the poetry of his country. But before 
I give a detail of his life and writings, I (hall introduce a (hort account of the Ruffian 
ftage, becaufe a view of the ftate in which he found the national theatre * will difplay 
his powers in dramatic compofition. 

Before the sera of Peter the Great, almoft the only t dramatic rep refen tat ions in Ruf- 
fia were exhibited in the monafteries of Kiof and Mofcow; where the (Indents per¬ 
formed occafionally an A 6 tm Ora/or ins. or fcriptural hiftory. The learned Demetrius 
Tooptalo J, metropolitan archbtfliop of Roftof, was highly diftinguifhed for cotnpofing, 
in the tafte of the times, fcriptural hiftories in verfe: The Sinner an allegory ; Either 
and Ahafuerusj The Birth, and the Refurreflion of Chrift. At the commencement of 
this century, thefe pieces were the falhionable reprefentations, not only in convents, but 
at court, even fo late as the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign. 

The ftudents of furgery in the hofpital at Mofcow gave the firft public performance 
exhibited by the laity, in the great hall, where they raifed a ftage, and ufed fereens for 
the feenery. Staehlin §, w ho was prefent at one of thefe exhibitions, the fubjefl of which 
was Tamerlane, informs us, that nothing could be more grotefque and ridiculous; and 
relates an inftance of profane ribaldry introduced into one of the fcriptural pieces, too 
grofs to be mentioned. The fame author remembers to have feen at Peterfourgh the 
Emprefs’s grooms a£t in a (till more wretched manner, either in the hay-loft of the im¬ 
perial (tables, or in an unfurniflied boufe. Aftors of this fort ufed alfo to perform every 
year for the atnufement of the common people: they had no regular theatre, but were 
accuftomed to play in different parts of the city. At duik, a paper lantern was hung 
from the window, and two huntfmen’s horns were blown, to announce a comedy for 
the evening j the entrance money was from |d. to 2d.; and the fpeflators ufually re- 
mained two hours to hear every fpecies of nonfenfe and ribaldry. Such was the ftate 
of the Ruffian ftage when Sumorokof brought out his firft tragedy of Koref. 

About the fame time the firft regular Ruffian theatre was opened at Yaroflaf, under 
the direction of the celebrated aftor Feodor Volkof, the Garrick of Ruffia, whofe talents 
for the ftage were equal to thofe of Sumorokof for dramatic compofition. Volkof was 
fon of a tradesman at Yaroflaf, and born in 1729 : having difeovered early proofs of 
great abilities, he was font to Mofcow, where he learnt the German tongue, tnufic, and 
drawing. His father dying, and his mother marrying a fecond hufband, who had 
eftablilhed a manuf'aftory of falt-petre and fulpnur, he applied hiralelf to that trade; and 
going upon the bufinefs of his father-in-law to Peterfburgh about the year 1748, his 
natural inclination for the ftage led him to frequent the German plays, and form an 
intimate acquaintance with fome of the aftors. 

On his return to Yaroflaf, he conftru&ed a ftage in a large apartment at his father- 
in-law’s houfe, painted the feenes, and with the afliftance of his four brothers, added 

* It does not enter into my plan to trace the introduction and prog refs of the German, Italian, and 
Trench players in Rnifia. 1 fliall only obferve, that in the reign of Peter the Great, the Sift fet of German 
a&ors played at Peterfburgh ; fotne Italian performers firft made their appearance in 1 7 <0, and the French 
comedians in 17+2. For further information on this fuhjeft, the reader is referred to Staehlin’a Gef. des 
Theatres in Rufsland, in Haygold, or Schloetzer's Beylage, vol. i. p. 400. 

■f We may except the r.piefuitations at court during the minority of Peter the Great, when fome of 
Moliere’s plays, tranflated into the Ruffian tongue, were afted in the Ikonofpatlko convent; among other 
perfons of diftinftion, the Ptincefs Sophia performed a part. 

f He died in tjeg. 

$ See Gcfehiiche dea Theatres tn Rufdand, from which ingenious tiealife 1 have principally taken this 
Account of the Ruffian ftage. 
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before a large affembly. Their fir ft performances were the fcr'^biral hiftories writers 
by die Archbifhop of Roftof; thefe were fuceeeded by the tragedies of Lomonozof and 
Sumorokof, and fometimes fatirica! farces of their own compoiition againft the inhabi¬ 
tants of Yaroflaf. The fpedators being admitted gratis, his father-indaw objected ro the 
expence; and Volkof conftruded, in 1750, a large theatre, partly by fubfcription, and 
partly at his own rifle. Having fupplied it with feenes, which he painted himfelf, and 
drefles, which heaffifted in making; and procured additional actors, whom he inftru&ed, 
he and his troop performed with great applaufe before crowded audiences, wiio cheer¬ 
fully paid for their ad milium. 

In 1752, the F.mprefs Elizabeth, informed of their fuccefs, fummoned them to Peterf- 
burgh; where they reprefented, in fhe*theatre of the court, the tragedies of Sumorokof. 
To improve this new troop, the four principal adors were placed in the feminary of the 
cadets, where they remained four years. At the condufion of that period, a Ruffian 
theatre was eftabliflied at the court; -three a drefles were admitted; Sumorokof was 
appointed dire dor, and 5,000 roubles were allowed for the adors. Betides this falary, 
they were permitted to perform once a week to the public; and the admiflion-money 
was diftribured among them without dedudion; as the lights, muiic, and dreffes were 
provided at the expence of the Emprefs. 

The chief performances were the tragedies and comedies of Sumorokof, and tranfla- 
tions from Moliere and other French writers. The company continued to flourifh under 
the patronage of Catharine, and the falaries of the adors were gradually increafed to 
1 j ,000 roubles per annum, Volkof and his brother were ennobled, and received from 
their imperial miftrefs eftates in land: he performed, for the laft time, at Mofcow, in 
the tragedy of Zemira, a fliort time before his death, which happened in 1763, in the 
thirty-fifth year of his age. He equally excelled in tragedy and comedy; but his prin¬ 
cipal merit confifted in reprefenting madnefs. He was tolerably verfed in mufic, and 
no indifferent poet. 

His friend Sumorokof paid an affeding tribute to the memory of Volkof, who had 
done ample juftice to his dramatic compofitions: “ Melpomene, unite thy tears with 
mine; lament and tear thy locks. My friend is dead. Adieu, my friend; forrow pe¬ 
netrates and diffolves ray foul. The fource of Hippocrene is frozen. O Ruffia! you 
poffefied a fecond Racine! but the new theatre is already tottering from its foundations; 
and all the labours of a century are deftroyed! Volkof is feparated from the Mufes for 
ever. Tiagedy has loft her bufkin and her poignard, Melpomene, bedew his tomb 
with thy tears 

The prophecy, however, of Sumorokof, which his enthufiafni for the theatrical abilities 
of this great ador, or his affedion for the memory of his friend, led him to utter, is far 
from being fulfilled. The ftage, though it fuffered a confiderable lofs by the death of 
Volkof, ftill fubfifts and profpers under the protedion of Catharine; and from thefpe- 
ciraens which I faw among the foundlings at Mofcow, and in other feminaries, there is 
no reafon to apprehend the want of able adors. 

To return from this digreffion : Alexander Sumorokof, the fon of Peter Sumorokof, 
a Ruffian nobleman, was born at Mofcow, on the 14th of November, 1727 f. He re¬ 
ceived the firft rudiments of learning in his father’s houfe, where, beiide a grammatical 
knowledge of his native tongue, he was well grounded in the Latin language. Being 

* Le Clerk, p. 81* 

+ This account of Sumorokof is chiefly taken from « Kurze Nachricht von dea Lebcn and der Schriften 
des, Alexaader Fctrowitch Somo^okoV , Journ. St, Pet, for 17/8, 

IQ 


rAnoved 


COXe’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


857 

removed to the feminaryof the Cadets at St. Peterfburgh, heprofecuted his fludfes with 
unwearied application, and gave early proofs of his genius for poetry. Even on holi¬ 
days, he would retire from his companions, who were engaged in play, and devote Iiis 
whole time to the perufal of the Latin and French writers. 

The fil'd efforts of his genius were love-fangs, whole tendernefs and beauty of ex- 
prefiion, till then unknown in the Ruflian tongue, were confidered as prognoses of his 
future fame. On quitting the feminary, he was appointed adjutant, fird to Count Go¬ 
lovkin, and afterwards to Count Razomofski; and being patronized by Count Ivan 
Shuvalof, was introduced by that Maecenas to Elizabeth, who took him under her pro- 
teclion. About the twenty-ninth year oflfis age, an enthuGallic fondnefs for the works 
of Racine, turned his genius to the drama, and he wrote the tragedy of Koref, which 
laid the foundation of the Ruffian theatre. This piece was fird acted by Tome of his 
former fchool-mates, the cadets, who had previoufly exercifed their talents in declama¬ 
tion, and in acting a French play. Elizabeth informed of this new phenomenon in the 
theatrical world, ordered the tragedy to be exhibited in her prefence upon a fmall thea¬ 
tre of the court, where German, Italian, and French plays had been performed. The 
applaufe and didinftion which the author received on this occafion, encouraged him to 
follow the bent of his genius; and he produced fuccfflively Hamlet, Ariltona, Sinafand 
Truvor, Zemira, Dimiia, Vitfhelaf, the Falle Demetrius, and Miciflaf. Nor was his 
mufe lefs fertile in comedies, which are, Triffotinus, the Judge, the Difpute between the 
Hufband and Wife, the Guardian, the Portion acquired by Fraud, the Envious Man, 
Tartuffe, the Imaginary Cuckold, the Mother who rivals her Daughter, the Goffip,and 
the Three Rival Brothers. He wrote alfo the operas of Alcelles, and Cephalus and 
Procris *. 

With refpedb to his tragedies, Racine was his model j and his Ruffian biographer, 
who feems a competent judge of his merit, allows, that “ though in Tome inftances he 
attained all the excellence of the French poet, yet he failed in many others; but it 
would be uncandid to infill on fuch defeats in a writer who firft introduced the drama 
among his countrymen. The French overlook in their Corneille Hill greater faults.” 
“ His comedies, continues the fame author, contain much humour; but I do not 
imagine that our dramatic writers will adopt him for their model; for he frequently 
excites the laughter of the fpeclator at the expence of his cooler judgment f. Never- 
thelefs, they prefent fufficient paffages to prove, that he w'ould have attained a greater 
degree of excellence in this line, had he paid more attention to paint our manners, and 
follow the tafte of the Tell foreign writers.” 

Befides dramatic writings, Sumorokof attempted every fpecies of poetry, excepting 
the epic. He wrote love-fongs, idyls, fables, fatires, anacreontics, elegies, verfions of 

* Iiis tragedies are written in rhyme, in the Alexandrine verfe, the fame as the French heroic. His 
comedies are m piofe, 

-j- Weil ea aucH ein Lachen gkbt, uach wekhem der Zufchauer ntcht wohl mit fich fdbft Zufrieden ill 
dafs ergclacht hat.” Literally, ** Since Be occafions a laughter, at which the fpe&ator is not well fatisfkd 
that he has laughed,” Does the biographer mean by this jptage, that the wit of Simvorokof was often 
tno farcical, and degenerated into a low fpecies of humour ? IFfo, let the author anUver For liimfelf. In a 
Liter to Voltaire, he complains that his countrymen had begun to adopt that wretched fpecies of compu¬ 
lsion, the feniimentai comedy, iullead of the wit and humour of MoJjerc; and Voltaire agreed with him;* in 
the following words: <e Je fouferis entierciuent i\ tout ce que vons dstes de Moliere et de la comedfe Lar- 
lucyante, qm a la honte de la nation a fuccede au ftul vrai genre comique portt^a perfect ion par ^inimitable 
Mobere. Bach. Ruff Bib, for 1778, p. 153, 
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the Pfalms, and Pindaric odes. Superior to Lomonozof * in the compofitions of the 
drama, he was inferior to him in Pindaric writings. “ Though his odes,” adds his 
biographer, ** are diflinguiflied by ealy flow of verfification, harmonyj fofmefs, and 
grace; yet they are far from reaching that elevation and fire which charafterize thofe 
of Lomonozof. Thefe two great poets had each their peculiar talents; the. one dis¬ 
played all the majefty, ftrength, and fublimity of the Ruffian tongue; the other all 
its harmony, foftnefs, and elegance. The elegies of Sumorokof are full of tenderaefs: 
his idyls give a true picture of the paftoral life, in all the pleafmg fimplicity of untu¬ 
tored nature, without defcending to vulgarity, and may ferve as models in this fpecies 
of compofition, in all things excepting in ft'ritt morality. His fatires are the heft in 
the Ruffian language, but are extremely unequal, and deferve to have been wrought 
with more plan and regularity. In writing his fables, his pen feems to have been 
guided by the Mufcs and Graces f ; and I do not hefitate, if not to prefer them, at 
leafl to compare them with thofe of Fontaine,” 

Sumorokof was alfo author of a few fliort and detached hiftorical pieces. A Chro¬ 
nicle of Mofcow, in which he relates the origin of that city, and abridges the reigns 
of its tnonarchs from Ivan Danilovitch to Feodor Alexievitch; hiftory of the firft in- 
furreftion of the Strelitz in 1682* by which Ivan was appointed joint fovereigu with 
Peter the Great, and the Prineefe Sophia regent; an account of Stenko Razm’s re¬ 
bellion. His ftylc in thefe pieces is faid to be clear and perfpicuous, but too flowery 
and poetical. 

Sumorokof obtained by his merit the favour and protection of his fovereign. Eliza¬ 
beth gave him the rank of brigadier, appointed him director of the R uffian theatre, 
and fettled on him an annual penfion of 400k Catharine created him councilor 
of ftate, conferred on him the order of St. Anne, and honoured him with many in- 
ftances of munificence and diftin&ton until his death, which happened at Mofcow, on 
the 1 ft of October 1777, in the 51ft year of his age. 

“ Witli refpeft to.his difpofition,” fays his biographer, “ this celebrated poet feems 
to have pofleffed a good and amiable heart; but his extreme fenlibility, an excellent 
quality in a poet when tempered with philofophy, occafioned that Angularity and ve¬ 
hemence of character, which gave fo much trouble and uneafinefs to all his acquaint¬ 
ance, but particularly to himfelf. He was polite and condefcending towards thofe who 
treated him with refpeQ:; but haughty to thofe who behaved to him with pride. He 
knew no deceit; he was a true friend and an open enemy, and could neither forget an 
obligation nor an injury. Paflionate, and frequently inconfiderate in bis purfuits, he 
could not brook the leaf! oppofition, and regarded the mofl trifling circumftance as the 
greatefl evil. His extraordinary fame, the many favours conferred 011 him by the Em- 
prefs, the indulgence and veneration of his friends, might have made him extremely 
fortunate, if he had undcrftood the art of being fo. He had conceived a great, per¬ 
haps too great, an idea of the charaaer and true merits of a true poet ; and could not 

* There was an unfortunate rivalry between thefe two poets: each wifhed la excel (n the other's line, 
and each failed. in the attempt. The account of this rivalry between Lomonozof and Sumorokof might 
add another article for the author of Les Shtertlhs Literal res. 

f This opinion items to be general; “ Mais tous les applandiffements fe font ream's cn faveuv de ces 
fables. On ne peut lcur refufer la premiere place apres celled de La Fontaine. L’Evefipie. vol v. 
P- 3 + 1 ' 

“ See fables pen vent etre compavees a ce qu’on a fait dc raieux dans ce genre, depuis 1 ’inimitable La 
Fontaine.” Le Clerc, p, 77. 
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endure to fee with patience this noble and much-efteemed art, which had been confe- 
crated by Homer, Virgil, and other great men, profaned by perfons without judgment 
or abilities. Thefe pretenders, he would fay, fhock the public with their nonfenfe in 
rhyme, and clothe their monftrous conceptions in the dreis of the Mules. The public 
recoil from them with difguft and averfion j and, deceived by their appearance, treat 
with irreverence thofe children of heaven, the true Mufes.” 

The examples of Lomonozof and Sumorokof have tended to diffufe a fpirit of poetry, 
and a fade for polite learning, among the Ruffians, and they are fucceeded by a nume¬ 
rous band of poets *. Of thefe I fhall only mention one writer, who has diftinguiflied 
himfelf by coinpofing the firft epic poem in the Ruffian tongue. 

Michael Kherafkof, a perfon of a noble family, has excelled in feveral fpecies of com- 
pofition. His works are, a poem on the Utility of Science, feveral tragedies and 
comedies, Pindaric odes, anacreontics, fables, idyls, and fatires, a romance called 
Ariadne in Thebes, Numa Fcmpilius, a poem, in four cantos, in honour of the naval 
viftory over the Turks at the battle of Tchefme. But the piece by which,he has ac¬ 
quired the greateft fame, is an epic poem in twelve cantos, called the Rossiada, writ¬ 
ten in Iambic meafure of fix feet in rhyme. The fubjetl is the conqueft of Cafan by 
Ivan Vaffilievitch II. or, as the author has expreffed himfelf, “ I fing Ruffia delivered 
from the yoke of barbarians; the might of the Tartars laid low, and their pride 
humbled : I fing the flrifes and bloody conflicts of ancient armies j Ruffia’s triumph, 
and Cafan’s fubjection.” This work is greatly admired by the natives, and may juftly 
be confidered as forming an epoch in the hiftory of their poetry. The general plan 
feems well difpofed ; the events follow each other in a rapid but orderly fucceflion ; 
and the imagination of the reader is kept alive by frequent fcenes of terror, in which 
the author feeras to excel. The fubjeCt is extremely intereiling to the Ruffians ; and 
the poet has artfully availed himfelf of the popular belief, by the introduction of faints 
and martyrs for the machinery of his poem. Le Clerc informs us, that this poem, 
while it contains feveral ftriking paffages of great beauty, is in many parts deficient in 
harmony ; a defeft, he adds, which the author by retouching and correcting, is capable 
of removing. 

Kherafkof has not failed of acquiring the rewards due to his extraordinary talents ; 
having been fucceffively appointed vice-prefident of the college of mines, counfellor of 
ftate, and curator of the univerfity of Mofcow. 

Lomonozof is a rare, and perhaps a fingle inftance of any Ruffian of low degree, 
not an ecclefiaftic, who attained to great eminence in literature. But probably fuch 
examples will foon ceafe to be uncommon ; fince, the fchools, inftituted by Catharine 
in every province of her wide-extended empire, will facilitate the acquifition of learning 
among the lower clafs of people; fince the zeal for inquiry is fpread among the na¬ 
tives, and honour and promotion are known by experience to be certain attendants on. 
literary acquifitions. Indeed, fuch is the fpirit with which the Emprefs protects and 
encourages learning, that fcarcely any work of merit makes its appearance, for which 
the author does not Inftantly receive fome mark of diftinCtionor liberality. 

To fpread a tafte of literature among her fubjeCts, Catharine appointed, in 1768, 
a committee to order and fuperintend tranflations of the daffies, and the beft modem 
authors, into the Ruffian tongue j and allowed 1000). per annum towards defraying 
the expence of fuch undertakings f. 

With 

* Many of thefe are enumerated by Mr. Le Clcrc, Hift, Mod. p* 7$—98. 

f The following is a lift of the tran Hat ions which had made their appearance before the 8th July 1774* 
Sec Ruft. Bib, for 1775, pi 74, 
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With refpeft to claffical literature ; the Greek language is yet taught in few fehools, 
is fearcely known to the laity, and is a rare qualification even among the regular 
qlergy* Latin is more common, being under flood by nvany of the clergy, and not 
unffeciuently cultivated hv perfons of im proved education * IVIany of the claflics have 
been tranflated by natives into the Ruffian tongue; feveral editions of the niofl ap. 
proved Greek and Roman authors have been publifhed at Mofcow and Peteriburgh ; 
but the editors have been chiefly foreigners, encouraged to this attempt by the pa* 
tronage of the Ruffian nobles, who are not deficient in antiem literature, and excited 
by the open genius of the nation. Among the natives, who have rendered themielves 
illuftrious in this branch of knowledge, I muff not omit Plato, Archbiffiop of Mofcow, 
who is highly eminent for claffical learning ; and, among the naturalized foreigners, 
Eugenius,° Archbifhop of Slavenfk and Khcrfon, who, in the true fpirit of the original, 
has^ tranflated into Greek hexameters the Eclogues and Georgies of Virgil; a work 
printed in folio, at the expence of Prince Potemkin, and exhibiting a magnificent fpe* 
cimen of typography- 


Homer's Batrayehqmyoroaclua; CImraaers of Tbeophraftus ; Julian ; Herodian ; Diodorus Siculus ; Te* 
r ence ; Cicero De Finibus ; CaRar's Commentaries : Three Epillles of Ovid) hh Metamorpbofes in profe ; 
Tacitus tie Martins Gcrmmorum ; Paterculus; Valerius Maximus; Stritter’s Memorise populorum olim ad 
Danubmiiimolentium e Script. Byztm. Hift. eruta r; Muller’s Account of the A orient inhabitants of Ruffia ; 
Gmdm’s Travels through' Ruffia ; Pallas’s Travels through Ruffia ; His Pruffian Majefty’s Trearife on 
the Reafon for making and repeating Laws ; Monte fquieu’s Confukr nitons fur la grandeur etla decadence des 
Remains ; his Lyjimaque, Dialogue de Sytiaet d?E%terale> EJfm fur k Gout t and Temple ck Guide ■ Dimfdale’a 
Tfcitife on Inoculation ; Chalotais fur P Education ; Hiitory and Treat ife* of the Amfterdam Society for 
Recovery of drowned Ftrfons; The Ottoman Empire ; Republic of Ragufa^ Great Britain, Portugal, 
Kingdom of Praffia, from Bufchmg’a Geography ; Voltaire's Candide ) a Dialogue of St. Evremond be* 
tween three perfons of different fentiments ; various articles from the Encyclopedia; JuflFs Foundation of 
the Power and Happmcfs of States: CaJliere de la manure de nego tier avec lei fouverams; RoufTeau’s 
Abridgement of St. i wrds Prqet d'une paix perpetwlk \ St, Real's Confpiration des Efpaguoh contre la 
Btpubliquede Fcttife i Ver tot’s Revolutions Romanes ; Mably’s Hiftoire Greeque ; Chinefe Reflections from 
the Maidbur tongue; The Vi fib It World ; Lamberts Traits dePdmltie; TaflVs JtruJakmme Liberesta ; 
Gulliver’s Travels ; Jofepb Andrews; Jonathan Wild the Great; Amelia ; of the Ventriloquifta; Gellen’s 
Bet fch we fie r; the Art of being polite ; Letters upon fcveralFbyfical and Philofophical Subje&s; Macqueris 
Chymiftry ; the Duty of an Officer ; Dl&ionary of the French Academy ; on the Advantage of Inftruft- 
mg Youth in Claffical Literature ; Rolling Belled Lettres; Bell’s Jtmrney through Jluffia. 

This lift mentions eighty-three books, the tranflations whereof were in the prefs; feventy-cight of 
which tranflarions were making) and ^xty-three* which the committee propofed to be tranflated, 

J have received an account of the following tranflarionSj which have been ftnee made * 

Henrhdez Diable Boiteux ; GellerRs Works ; Adcrfon’s Hillory of Commerce; Robertfon’s Hiftory 
of Charles V, from the French t ran flat io n ; Pallas Samlungm Mongolifchen Volhcrfchaften ; Engliffi Grain- 
marj Homers Iliad : Virgil'sJEutid ; Lucian’s Dialogues ; Milton's Faradife Loft ; Coyer’s Btfloin de 
J. Sobtijki ; MonUfqmeu’s Efprit des Lotx ; Mallet’s Hijl* de Danmmarc ; Hift* Generale de Toy ages ; Vjr- 
gTs Eclogues and Georgies ; Cicero de Natura Dsorum ; Plato’s Works ; Heftod ; Coxe’s Ruffian DIE 
coveries ; Les Incas de Munnontcl ; Bid field's Political Infill ut ions; Hijh de la Maijim de Bramknbnrgh / 
Memcifts dt Sully \ Blackftone’s Commentaries ; HiR, Aug. Script, Sex; Pope’s EfTay on Man ; Locke 
Oil Education ; Livy; feveral Epiftlea and Odes of Horace; Young’s Six Weeks Tour, t ran da ted by 
particular order of the Emjrefti, for the purpofe of dlffiidng the knowledge of practical agricuhure, 
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Chap. XX .—Population and Revenues of the Ruffian Empire.—Paper Currency. 

THE population of the Ruffian dominions may be eftimated from the table of the 
poll-tax affefled in 1782. 


Government of Mofcow 

St. Peterfburgh 

Wibuurgh 

Tver 

Novogorod 

Flkof 

Smolenlko 

Mohilef 

Polotzk 

Orel 

Kurfk 

Karkof 

Voronetz 

Tambof 

Refan 

Toola • 

Kaloogha 
Yaroflaf 
Vologda 
Volodimir 
, Koftroma 
N iihnie-Novogorod 
Viatka 
Perm 

Tobollk • 

Kolyvan 

Irkutlk 

Ufa 

Simbirlk 

Kafan 

Penfa 

Saratof 

Aftrachan. 

Afof 

New Ruffia 
Kiof 

Tchernighof 
Novogorod Sieverlki 
Riga. 

Revel 


440)359 

283,295 

88,128 

446,321 

269,320 

288,125 

445)257 

33 r )°33 

311,462 

462.520 
458,830 
392.944 
394.934 
438,025 

434,679 

418,927 

384.423 

370,961 

349)3 8 6 

433.520 
396,269 

39 8 , 3 r 7 
407,95° 

373,25a 

l66 5 225 

39^97 

123,2^2 

177,798 

3 6i ,*59 

373,354 

318,076 

282,817 

23,776 

177,849 

2io,539 

3 8 7,792 

368,099 

3 6 5 , 54 i 

263,525 

99,564 

i2,757, lS o 


Sum total of peafants paying the poll-tax. 
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By doubling this number for the females, we have for the peafants, 
male and female, in the whole Ruffian empire. 

To this we mud add nobles, - 

Clergy and their families, .... 

Merchants and families, - 

Natives of Crim Tartary and the Kuban, 

Wandering hordes of Siberia, ... 


2 5 > 5 H» 3 6 0 ! 

200^000 
120,000 
2 50,000 
80 ,O 0 O 
600,000 


And the total population of the Ruffian empire will, according to 
this calculation, be - 


26,764,360 


A number, however large, greatly difproportioned to the extent of the empire \ 

The revenues of Ruffia, befulef the imports paid by the Ukraine, and by the pro¬ 
vinces conquered from Sweden, chiefly arife from the poll-tax ; the duties of import 
and export ; the excife upon fait; the crown and church lands $ the profits of the 
mint; and the fale of fpiriruous liquors, and a few other articles. 

The poll-tax was introduced in 1721 by Peter I.; and, at the acceffion of Catha¬ 
rine II. was exacted from all perfons, excepting the nobles and gentry, clergy, navy, 
army, the Coffacs, the inhabitants of the Ukraine and Conquered Provinces. All who 

* This eflimatiau of population In Ruffiavvas, in 17S5, fufReiently exact* and confidered fo by the 
laft ftatifiiical writer in Ruffia, who adopted the general ftatement from my account; fince th it periud 
a ^rcat acceilion of fuhjc£ts has been gained by the territorial acquifitions, and feme iocreafe of the popu¬ 
lation from natural caufes. 


Population in the new Acquisitions : 

J3iftri& of Otchakof, 1791 * - ^ 40,000 

By fecoud partition of Poland, 1793 - - ^ 745,000 

By the eonqueft of Poland, 1795 - - . 1,407,000 

Courland - * * 387,000 

5>579*ooo 

Probable addition by the excefs of the births over the deaths, in the whole 

empire, for 15 years - 1,500.000 


Population in 1784 


7,079,000 

26,784,360 


Population in 1 Boo 


33,863,360 


Storcln m his Hiltorical Account of the Ruihan empire, eflimates the population at 36,152,000, m 
1797. But he feemsto have exaggerated the number, by allowing an increafe of 250,000 a year, and 
putting, therefore, the increafe during ten years at 3,000,000. 

Mr. Tooke, In the fecund edition of his view of the Ruffian empire, greatly exaggerates the population, 
by fixing it at 40,000,000. He grounds his calculation on the tables of births and deaths given in the 
Hamburgh Politifches Journal, and proceeds on the principle, that only one perfon in fifty-eight dies 
annually* This calculation is erroneous, on two accounts; firft, the 1 ill of births and deaths is not ac¬ 
curate^ ft beii>g a well known fa£t, that the number of deaths was dimini/hed, and of the births augmented, 
to gratify the fpve reign with an idea, that the population was rapidly increaiing. A ilriking example oc¬ 
curred during my firit journey to Feterfburgli: only a few of the numbers who perhhed in confequence of 
the cold or intoxication at the ffite mentioned in p, 227, were included In the bills of mortality. Secondly* 
when the prevalence of thofe difeafes which Mr. Tooke himfelf enumerates, and the number of cafualtres in 
Ruffia, ate confidered, it wiU appear to any perfon in the leaft accuftomed to fuck kinds of calculation* 
that the animal mortality muff be more tban one in fifty-eight. 
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were liable to this tax were rated in different proportions, as they were merchants, 
burghers, or peafants. By the manifesto of 1775, promulgated after the conrfufion 
of the Turkifh war, the merchants were exempted fronvthis tax; and it now includes 
only the burghers and peafants. 

Every fifteen or twenty years, the number of inhabitants throughout the empire is 
ufualty taken ; and, in eacli diflriQ; fubjeft to the poll-tax, all males, infants as well as 
adults, under the defeription of a burgher or peafant, are affeffed * ; from that period 
the fame affeflinent is regularly paid till the next revifion, whether the population of 
that diftrKt increafes or tlimmifhes ; in. the latter cafe, the inhabitants or landholders 
are bound to fupply the deficiency ; in the former, the tax is not augmented, and of 
courfe falls much eafier upon a large number of perfons. The landholders are an- 
fwerable for the poll-tax of their peafants. 

By a late imperial edidd, the poll-tax was extended over the Ukraine and Con" 
quered Provinces; and the other taxes paid by the peafants were abolilhed. This 
alteration has greatly ihcreafed the public revenue, and the- poll-tax is confiderably 
more productive. Computing the average tax paid by each peafant'at a ronble and a 
quarter, the poll-tax amounts to 15,435,000 roubles, or nearly double its former 
produce. 

The cuftoms, or average duties on exports and imports, amount to 5,000,000 
roubles. 

The excife upon fait, which is appropriated to the Emprefs’sprivy purfe, produces,, 
on an average, 2,000,000. Her Majeftv has twice diminified the price of fait nearly 
30 per cent. 

i tie mines (See chap. vi. of this book) and coinage, and duties upon iron at the 
forge, yield 3,395,910, exclufive of the profits from the coinage of gold and filver im¬ 
ported into Ruffia, 

The church lands, which are now annexed to the crown, produce about 2,000,000 : 
part of this money is allotted for the falaries of the archbifhops, bifhops, and regular 
clergy, for the maintenance of the feveral monafteries, and for the penfions of officers 
and foldiers difmifftd from the fervice The remainder, which belongs to the privy 
purfe, amounts to abo'ut 00,000 roubles. 

The fale of Jpirituous liquors forms at prefent nearly one-third of the Ruffian re¬ 
venue. In every parr of the empire, excepting the Ukraine and the Conquered 
Provinces, the crown alone has the privilege of felling fprrituous liquors. This branch 
of finance yields tc,ooo,000. 

* ] t .j a no eafy matter to convey a clear notion of tins tax, as well From tfic complicated mcthfid of i:rr- 
pnfing it. as from the different changes which arc occafionafly made in the mile of alFeffment.—A burgher 
nays iifnaHy 4 . gd. per annum ; a peafant of the crown, in .tome inflances. 8s ; In others, 4s. 4 |d. ; a 
pea fa it 1 of an individual, .as gd-—livery perfon e.ercifing the trade of a taylor, fmiih* fhoemaker, mafon, 
or any ftmilar handicraft trade, and who enrols himi'elf in the company of any town, pays annually, befide 
the poll tax, 2S. Every peafant who quits his village, to trade at Pererfbnrgb, Mol'cow, or eifewhere, 
p,vs ed. to tiie crown for his paffport. Thefe, arid many other fimikr taxes, are all ranged under the 
poll-tax The difl'enters, or old believers in the Ruffian church, pay double poll-tax. Some burghers 
and peafants, fuch as the yam (hies, who find poll horfes, and others, are exempted from the poll lax ; 
other-; pay it in labour; fome in furs, &c. I Found it impoffiblc to give equal attention to every obje« ; 
and I frankly own, that amid the variety of intelligence which I procured 10 lluUia, 1 do not pcrtetUy 
comprehcnd each mode of afieffment in the poll tax.. 


Recapitulation* 
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Recapitulation. 


Poll-tax 

Cutloms 

Salt 


Rouble. 

15 > 435 > 000 

5,000,000 

2 , 000,000 


Gold and filver from the mines, profits of the coinage, 

and duty on iron at the forge - - 3 » 395 » 9 IO 

Farm of fpirituous liquors - i o,coo,ooo 

Church lands - 2,000,000 

Duties on Tales of lands and houfes, (lamped paper, 
on mills, horfes, baths, fhops, po£l office, and 
other duties omitted - - 4,000,000 


Or, eltimaiing the rouble at 3s. 4d. 


Roubles 41,830,910 

6,971,818!.* 


The gradual increafe of civilization in the Ruffian empire has been followed by 
a proportional increafe of the revenue. At the acceffion of Peter the Great, it 
amounted to i,ooo,oooL; at his death to i,6oo,ooobj Elizabeth raifed it to 
3,600, oool. j when Catharine afeended the throne, it produced 4,400,000!. ; now 
yields near 7,000,000b ; and is (fill in an increafing ftate. This fum is fufficient for 
the peace-eftablilhment. Of this revenue, the expences of the army and navy amount 
to about 3,176,000b ; thofe of the civil eftablifliment to 2,972,485!. ; and the remain¬ 
der, or 800,000b, is appropriated to the privy purfe of the Emprefs. But it is difficult 
to conceive how ftieis able to maintain the magnificence of her court; the number of 
public inftitutions; the numerous buildings t continually erefting at her expence; the 
liberality with which fhe encourages the arts and l'ciences; the purchafes which ffie is 
continually making in every country in Europe, and the immenfe donations which fhe 
confers upon the molt favoured of her fubjefts. , 

The revenues of Ruffia may be confiderably augmented in cafe of emergency, by the 
increafe of the poll-tax, and the addition of new impofts. It fhould alio be obferved, 
that in 1775 the Emprefs remitted fifty-feven taxes, and ten in the following year. 

The great fupport of the laff war was a new bank, called the Bank of Aflignation, 
which was ellablifhed during hoftilities againfl the Turks. "When copper-money could 
not be coined with fufficient expedition to anfwer the neceflities of the ftate, bank 
notes to the value of 50, 75 j, and 100 roubles, in copper, were iffued. Thefe notes 
are changed at the bank in Peterfburgh and Mofcow. The former, which I vifited, is 
a brick building, containing feveral vaulted rooms, each capable of holding 400,000b of 
copper coin in bags, piled one above another j in fome the money was already placed, 
and the others were preparing for the reception of the remainder. Since ij 84 die old 
bank notes were called in, and a new iffue made to the acknowledged amount oi 


* Such was die general (late of the revenue in 17^4. Since this period it has been augmented by an 
increafe of territory, as well ashy the improvement of commerce, and other national benefits. Acord- 
ing to Mr. Toofce, the lateft author who has written on the fubjeft, the revenue exceeds 41,00^,000 
roubles See his ftalcment, which feems to be accurate. View of the Ruffian empire, vol. ii. p. 
book vii. feft. 1. _ _ 

4 In time of peace. Her Majefly allots at lead 2C0,cccl- per aim. for the purpofe of building, 
j Soon after the inftiiutron of this bank, fome notes of 75 roubles bring forged, thofe bearing that 
value were called in and deftroyed. 

• •••>••' ' 3 
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100,000,000 roubles, in notes of live, ten, fifteen, twenty-five, and one hundred 
roubles. On the firft appearance of this paper, it was received, particularly in the re¬ 
mote parts ox the empire, not without difficulty, and the difcoirat again!. it was com¬ 
monly about 2,71 and in fotne places even 6 percent. The obvious advantages, bow- 
ever^ over copper-money, foon recommended it to general ufe; and it was found fo 
beneficial to commerce, that in 1779 the difeoum in favour of filver fpecie was only 
one per cent., and it bore a premium of one and a half per cent, over copper money. 
But fo large a quantity was circulated, and the loans to government fo lowered the 
credit of the flate, that in 1790 the difeoimt again'! the paper currency was near 20 
per cent. 


Chat . XXI.— Admira l ty.—Expedition to Cronftadt. — The harbours and decks.—Ruffian 
navy.—On Rujjffa .— General obfervatkns on the RuJJian army. 

THE admiralty *, which ftands on the fouth bank of the Neva, oppofite the fortrefs 
of Peterfburgh, was built by Peter the Great, and is a large brick building, furrounded 
with a rampart and ditch: it is the great receptacle for {hips’ {lores, and contains maga¬ 
zines of cordage, fails marts, anchors, which are lent to Cronftadt for the equipment 
of the fleet. A large area between the front of the building and the Neva, is appro¬ 
priated for the con (traction of veffels: when 1 was at Peteriburgh, five men of war and 
two frigates were upon the flocks f. , 

Cronftadt; the principal ftation-of the Ruffian navy, is fituated on the Retufari, m 
the Gulf of Finland, and was founded by Peter the Great, as being provided with the 
fafeft habour in thefe parts, and forming a flrong bulwark for the defence of the new 
metropolis. The only paflage by which fhips of burden can approach Peterfburgh, lies 
on the fouth fide of Retufari, through a narrow channel; commanded on one fide by 

Cronftadt, and on the other by Cronflot and the citadel. 

Cronllot, which ftands on a fmall Tandy ifland, is a circular wood, n building, lur- 
rounded with fortifications of wood, and is garrifbned vvi.h an hundred men., ihe ci¬ 
tadel is another fmall wooden fortrefs, raifed alfo upon an adjacent rand-bank, ana capa¬ 
ble of holding about thirty fhldiers: all large veffels mud pafs between Cronftadt and 
thefe two fortreffes, expo-fed to the fire of the oppofite batteries; for the other parts ot 
the gulf are only from one to eleven feet in depth. Thefe fortifications were, at the 
time of their conftruaion, efteemed places of confiderable flrength; but now derive 
their confequence more from pall importance, than from any refifiance they could make 

again ft the attack of a powerful fleet. . r .. , 

The ifland Retufari is a long flip of land, or rather fand; through the mid ft of which 
runs a ridge of granite. It is 20 miles from Peteriburgh by water, tour from the 
fliore of Ingria, nine from the coaft of Carelia, and ten miles in circunnerence. It 
was overfpread with firs and pines when Peter conquered it from the Swedes, but now 
contains thirty tnoufand inhabitants, including twelve thotifand failors and a garriion of 
one thoufand five hundred men. The ifland affords a fmall quantity of patture, pro- 

• I am informed that I he Admiralty is intended to he removed to CronlUdt. 
f The men of v,*r which are framed in this dock are, in their «*&« «o 
by means of camels: thefe machines were originally invented by the cchbraq e k . ’ p m otter 
of conveying large veffels from Amllerdam over the Pampas; and were mtrndcced into Ruffia bj l etcr 

the Great, who obtained a model of them in Holland. 
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duces vegetables } and a few fruits, fuch as apples, currants, goofebernes, and draw- 
berries, which thrive in this northern climate. 

Cronftadt is built upon the fouth eaftern extremity of the ifiand, and defended to¬ 
wards the fea by wooden piers * projeiling into the water, and towards the land by ram¬ 
parts and ballioiis. It is a draggling place and occupies, like all the Ruffian towns, a 
larger fpace of ground than the number of habitations teems to require : the houfesare 
moftly of wood, excepting a few fronting the harbour, which are of brick ftuccoed 
white ; among thefe are the imperial hofpital for tailors, the barracks, and the marine 
academy which contained, in 1778, three hundred and fcventy cadets, who are main¬ 
tained and taught ar the expence of the crown: they are admitted at the age of five, 
and remain until feventeem They learn accounts, mathematics, drawing, fortification, 
and navigation, and have mailers in the French, German, Engliffi, and Swedifh 
languages. They are trained to naval tactics, and make an annual cruize as far as 
Revel. 

Cronftadt has a haven appropriated to {hips of war, and another to merchant veffels. 
The men of war’s haven contained twenty (hips of the line, and nine frigates, which 
v were difmafted, with their guns and tackle on ihore. The Ezekiel of eighty guns, ef- 
teemed the fin eft (hip in the navy, was built under the infpedlion of Admiral Knowles^ 
and carries eight hundred men. 

iClofe to the haven for merchant ffiips is a canal and feveral dry docks, begun in 1719, 
for the purpofe of refining the men of war; this ufefui work was neglected under the 
fucceflbrs of Peter, and not completed until the reign of Elizabeth: it has been ftill 
further improved by Catherine, and is now applied for building as well as for careen¬ 
ing (hips of the line. At the extremity of thefe docks is a great refervoir, five hundred 
and fixty-eight feet in length, containing water fufficient to fupply all the docks, which 
is pumped out by means of a fire engine, the diameter of whofe cylinder is fix feet. 
The length of this work, from the beginning of the canal, to the end of the Jaft dock, 
is fourthoufand two hundred and twenty-one feet. The Tides of the docks are faced 
with ftane, and the bottom paved with granite; they are forty feet deep, one hundred 
and five broad, and capable of containing nine men of war on the flocks. 

Nothing can convey a higher idea of the vaft and perfevering genius of Peter the 
Great, than the fituation in which he found the Ruffian navy, and the Rate in which he 
left it. Though in the beginning of his reign he did not pofifefs a man of war, yet in 
the courfe of a few years he equipped a fleet of fifty fail of the line, which rode miftrefs 
of the Baltic. Under his fucceflbrs the Ruffian navy was greatly neglected, and was 
in fo bad a condition at the acceffion of Catherine, that ffie almoft equalled her prede- 
ceflbr in the creation of a new fleet: flie invited Englifh captains and ihipbuilders into 
Ruffia, particularly Admiral Knowles, who was remarkable for his fkail in naval archi- 
tedure. Under her aufpices Europe lately beheld with aftonifhment the Ruffian flag 
difplaycd in the Archipelago, and the Turkifh fleet annihilated at Tchefme by a fqua- 
drem from the North t- 

Ruffia produces every article necefiary for the conftruftion and equipment of ffiips, 
which are built chiefly at Cronftadt, Peterfburgh, and Archangel: thofe conftrufted 
at Cronftadt and at Peterfburgh are made with oak; thofe from Archangel with larch- 
wood. For the fupply of the dock-yards at Peterfburgh and Cronftadt, the oak is fervt 
from the province of Cafan; the Ukraine and the government of Mofcow fupply the 

* In 1784 Cronftadt was fortifying with flone piers. The eftimate was 7,000,000 roubles, 

f Since the acquisition of Crim Tartary, and the other conqweft* from Turkey, Ihips are now built at 
Ktrfou and in the harbours of Taurida. 

hemp; 
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hemp; the mails are procured from the vaft trails of forell between Novogorod and 
the Gulf of Finland, or furnifted by the provinces difmcmbered from Poland. Pitch 
and tar are obtained from Wiburgh. Manufactories of cordage and fail-cloths are eila- 
blifted in different parts of the empire; and the magazines of Peterftmrgh and Arcli- 
angel are always plentifully llored with large quantities of both thole articles. 

The navy of Ruffia in the ports* of the Baltic and Archangel, confifted, in 1778, of 
Thirty-eight fliips of the line, fifteen frigates, four prarnec, and one hundred and nine 
gallies f. 

Of this number about twenty-eiglH Hiips of the line and ten frigates^ including thole 
built with larch-wood; Were fit for immediate fervicc. In cafe however of neceffitv or 
danger, Ruffia producing all the RecefTary materials, her navy might foon be coufidera- 
bly increafed, of which I have given a remarkable inftance on a former occafjqn L 
But though Ruffia, fince the beginning of this century, has made furprifmg exertions iu 
the marine, and rapidly become more powerful at fea than the neighbouring kingdoms 
in the North; yet, in naval affairs, Ihe muff be confidered Rill in her infancy, being 
principally indebted to the Englifh, as well for the conffrudion of her fhips, as for ma¬ 
noeuvring and dilciplining her fleet. Many circumftances indeed concur in retarding 
the progress of her maritime ffrength : j. The want of ports in the Ocean; 2 * The 
finall extent of her fea-coaft, and that obflrufted by ice; 3* A deficiency of experi¬ 
enced feamen. 

1 * It is obvious that Ruffia does not poffefs a fmgle port on the Ocean, excepting 
that of Archangel, which is of no ufebut in a commercial light; as well on account of 
its great diftance from the other European feas, as becaufe the navigation round the 
North Cape of Lapland, fimated in the yad degree of latitude, is only open in the 
Tnidft of fummen 

2. It has been juftly remarked, that Few nations have attained a great height of na¬ 
val power, which did not poflefs a confiderable tra£l of fea-coaff ; and Ruffia, excepting 
the late acquisitions on the Black Sea, the defolate fhores round Archangel and of the 
Frozen Ocean, and the inhofpitable regions of Kamtchatka, can boaft no greater por¬ 
tion of maritime country than what lies between Wiburgh and Riga§ ; a mere point 
for fo large an empire, and rendered lefs valuable by bordering on the Gulf of Finland 
and the Baltic; inland feas without tides, when compared with the Ocean, fcarcely fu- 
perior to the lakes, and inacceflible |j for at leaf! five months in the year* 

* As I could not obtain an account of the Ruffian fhips in (he Black Sea, I have chofen to be 
filent on that head ; X fhall only obferve, (hat fevers! men of war and frigates were building at St* Demetri, 
TauroF, and Kherfon. According to Mr, Tooke, in 1796 the Ruffian fleet at Sebaftapo!, the principal 
harbour of Taurida, or Crim Tartary, confifled of eleven fhips of the line, and eight frigates. View of 
the Ruffian Empire, Book 6* ie£t; 2. The reader will find in the Voyages de deux Francois, Voh 

w. ch. ti. lifts of the Ruffian fleet in 17791 1786, and 1791* The number of the full differs little from 
that which i have given t and which is inferred in the Appendix* In 1786 the /hips of the line amounted 
to forty-one, and twenty-fix frigates. In 1791 the whole navy, including fhips on the flocks, amounted 
to eight of one hundred and ten guns, twenty-two of feventy-four, and twenty of fixty-iix ; twenty*feve« 
frigates, four bomb vefTds* two pramea, feventeen cutters, and four fire fhips, be fide s gallics, and numerous 
vefTels of war, principally intended for making defeents* Of thefe, however, not more than thirty fhips of 
the lire ^odd be confidered as fit for immediate fervice. 

t See a lid of the Ruflian navy in the Appendix. t See vol, ii. book 4, chap* 5. 

§ The aerpufition of Courland has fince added a final] trait of maritime coaft* 

|j The ports in the Baltic being frozen during that period, no vdfcls can take their departure before April 
or May, and mu/l return atlatcd in October* 
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3* The third caufe is a deficiency of experienced Teamen *. Government, indeed, 
retains in its pay about eighteen thou fund Tailors, mo ft ol whom have never ferved : a 
few in time of peace make annual cruizes into the Baltic, or perhaps as far as the Eng- 
lifii Channel; others are employed in the fummer feafon in navigating the vefleU laden 
with merchandife from Cronftadt to Peterfbtirgh. But fucli mirferies as thele are by no 
means fufficient; nor can the deficiency be fupplied, in cafe of an immediate war . from 
private veffiels ; for Ruffim b is fcarcely any merchant-fhips, which is chiefly owing to the 
ftare of vafialage, and the drift laws that prevent the natives from quitting their country 
without a licence* A merchant who fits out a trading veffel, mu ft firft apply to the 
admiralty, for permifTion to take on board a certain number of natives; leave being ob¬ 
tained, the paffes for each Tailor are brought and lodged in the admiralty; and fecurity, 
at the rate of 30I, per man, is given For their return* Thus, without altering the fun¬ 
damental law's of the kingdom, and innovating on the loug-eftablifhed fyftem of valhi- 
lage, an adequate number of experienced failors cannot be railed to man a large fleet 
on fudden emergencies. In a word, no kingdom, without diftant colonies, confider- 
able fUheries, and anextenfive fea^coaft, to familiarize the inhabitants to the dangers of 
the ocean, is likely to acquire fuch a marine as to become formidable to the great naval 
powers of Europe. 

The navy of Rufiia, however, with all thefe disadvantages, is fufficient to proteft 
her coafis, to convoy her merchantmen, to make her refpeftable in the Baltic, or in 
cafe of a Turkilh war, to fend a fleet into the Archipelago* It is her advantage to main¬ 
tain a good correfpondence with the great maritime powers, whom file fupplies with na¬ 
val fiores; and who are, on that.account, equally interefled to refpeft and cultivate her 
frfendfliip* The frontiers of her immenfe dominions border on Sweden, Poland, Tur¬ 
key, Perfia, and China f; and the fecurity of her empire depends more on her army 
than her navy. 

The Ruffian army is divided into regular and irregular troops* 

The regulars confifling chiefly of infantry, include all thofe who wear uniforms, and 
are trained to European difcipline. 'Hie Ruffians are excellent foldiers ^ brave, fteady, 
obedient, patient of fatigue and hardfhip, and fcarcely ever guilty of defertion. 

With refpeft to the irregular troops, feme of whom are ft ill armed with bows and 
arrows, and confift entirely of horfe, their number is very confiderable, and can 
fcarcely be afeertained. Of this body the corps of Coffiacs, who are efteemed the moffc 
excellent, and who bear the greatell refeniblance to regular troops, are thus described 
in the journal of Colonel Floyd. 

44 The Coffiacs are in general per Tons of low ftature ; they wear fmall whilkers, and 
fhave their heads, excepting the crown, upon which they leave a fmall circle of hair* 
Their drefs is a fur cap, a loofe long Afiatic robe, and large pantaloons, boots or half¬ 
boots, without fpurs, and a whip hanging from the right wrift. Their arms area lance 
about twelve feet in length, a brace of piftols, flung on the left fide, a cartridge-box 
on the right, and a fmall feymitar without any guard, or even crofs-bar* Their horfes 
are ponies, ftrong and aftive, but not fleet. The accoutrements are a kind of huffar 
faddle, a fmall fnaffle with large eyes and no horns, to the near eye of which isfaftened 
a thong, that is alio tied to the faddle, and which occafionally ferves for a halter. 

* In the naval expedition againfl the Turks, it was a remark made by feveraloF our officers, that the 
diftance from St* Peterfburgh to the Archipelago was a fortunate circmnilance s as the Ruffians acquired 
experience during the voyage. 

f Since the final difmembenne^ of Poland, on the Auftrian and Prufliandominions. 

They 
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They ride ffiort and full-footed, raife themfelves on their flirrups, bend their bodies with 
great adtiviry, and throw themfelves into different attitudes. They never pufh their 
horfes on full jpeed in a ftraight line ; but in galloping turn them in various directions, 
defcribingin their progrefs a ferpentine line, and wheeling continually to the right and 
left. When not in afHoa, they carry their lance flung on the foot; when engaged, 
they prefent it againll: the enemy by holding it almoft in the middle, and counterpoising 
it under the arm ; and, from conftsmt practice, direct it againft an objeft with great dex¬ 
terity. In retreating, they reft the lance upon their fhouider as a defence againfl blows, 
and occafionally oppofe the point to a purfulng enemy. 

tfi Thefe Coffacs, on account of their averfion to regular difcipline, are not trained to 
attack m fquadron: but act only as ikirmifhers, and are faid to be extremely adroit in 
their dcfultory evolutions: they are ufually let loofe upon a flying enemy, when they 
do great execution. They excel as patrols, and are remarkable for their vigilance on 
out-ports, and thqir knowledge of the country. The fagacity which they derive from 
habit and practice is in feme particulars aftonifhing; by examining a trafl: lately t raver fed 
by the enemy in themort tuumlruaiy manner, they can difeover with tolerable exaflnefs, 
the number of horfes that have pafled over it, and how many of them were led. Some 
at them can defery- if any movement is taking place among a corps of troops, far be¬ 
yond the reach o ufuai observation ; others, by applying their ears to the ground, can 
dirtingufh the buz of men, or the clattering of horfes feet, at a confiderable diflance. 
Tb v can take the field every day without intermiflioh, and arc indefatigable in harafF 
ing ihe enemy ; they are contented with a fcanty fubfiltence, and do not require any 
forage to be carried for their horfes. 

T here are right regiments of thefe Coffacs: each regiment confifls of five fqua- 
drons, and each fquadron of a hundred men, befide officers. There are alfo fix other 
regiments of horfe, called regular pikemen, rtmilar in their arms and accoutrements IQ 
the Coifacs, and diking uifhed from them only by a trifling difference of drefs*” 


Computed Force of the Ruffian Army in 1785*. 


Guard, horfe and foot - xo,cco 

Regular cavalry - 69,46£ 

Regular field infantry and artillery - - 255,134 

Garrifon battalions - 49,000 

Artillery ditto - - 5 * 5 °° 


Total 

Irregulars not included* 


389,099- 


Such was the ftate of the Ruffian army upon paper; but the real number always 
falls ffiort of this lift. For it is probable that the effective troops on the peace eftablifh- 
nient fcarcely exceed two hundred thoufandand the Ruffians have feldom brought 
into the field more than one hundred thoufand effective men *. 


« In consequence of the territorial acqmfitions. the army has been Cnee mereafed ». according to Mr. 
Tookr’s account, its nominal force amounts to fix hundred thoufand men, including irregulars, of whom 
he confide r® five hunched thoufand. effective. View of the Ruffian empire, vof. ii. p 25 i)-2u edition. 
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Chap. XXII.— Rife and progrefs of fhe Englifh trade with RuJJia .— Commerce of the 
Brit if? faftory of St. Petcrjhurgh.- — Exports and imports. 

The commercial intercourfe between Ruffia and the northern parts of Germany was 
begun and carried on by the Hanfeatic towns, which in 1726 eftablifhed factories at 
Novogorod and Plefcof *, and for a confnlerable period entirely engroffed the trade of 
this empire. 

The accidental difeovery of Archangel, in 1553, transferred a great part of this 
lucrative commerce to the Englifli. On the 1 tth of May, three flfips failed from Dept¬ 
ford, to explore the North Seas, under the command of Sir Hugh Willoughby. Two 
of thefe vends penetrated as high as the 73d degree of latitude, to the coafl of Spitz- 
bergen; and being afterwards forced by (trefs of weather into the bay of the river Ar- 
zina in Rufliati Lapland, both crews were frozen to death. 

Richard Chancellor, who commanded the other fhip, called the Bonaventure, dif- 
covering the country bordering on the White Sea, landed near the mouth of Dvina, 
in a bay which he denominated the Bay of St. Nicholas, from a convent, near the 
prefent port of Archangel. Information of his arrival being difpatched to Ivan Vafli- 
lievitch II. the Tzar fummoned hitn to Mofcow, diftinguifhed him with many marks of 
kindnefs and attention, received in the molt favourable manner a letter from Edward 
VI. f, and permitted the Englifh to open a commerce with Ruffia. On Chancellor’s 
return, a Ruffian company was eftablilhed by Queen Mary, and in 1555 he again re¬ 
paired to Mofcow, accompanied by feveral merchants of the incorporated fociety, to 
whom the Tzar granted “ a free liberty] of trading to any part of his dominions, 
without paying duties either of export or import, of exercifing all kinds of merchan¬ 
dizes in his empires and dominions, freely and quietly, without any reftraint, impeach¬ 
ment, price, exaction, cultome, toll, impofition, or fubfidie.” 

The correfpondence between Elizabeth and Ivan has already been mentioned § ; 
and it is no wonder that the monarch who obtained the promife of an afylutn in 
England, if depofed by his fubjefts, fhould confer additional immunities on the new 
company. Thefe privileges, renewed on different occafions, amounted to monopoly ; 
“ Ivan forbidding all other perfons but the members of the faid company, and all other 
nations but the Englifli, to carry on any traffic to any of the northern coafts of 
Ruffia j|.” 

During the reign of Ivan, the Englifli company fettled colonies in different parts of 
the empire; one at Kolmogori, where they even obtained grants of land, erefted 
warehouses, and formed a rope-walk; others at Novogorod and Vologda. Their 
chief eftablifhment was at Mofcow, where the Tzar built for their refidence a large 
brick edifice, called the ambaffador’s houfe. The principal merchandize which the 
firit Englifh {hips exported from Ruffia, were furs and fkins, mafts, flax, hemp, cord¬ 
age, tallow, train-oil, tar, pitch, and leather «[. Their imports were chiefly cloths of 
all forts, cottons, and tin. 

* The merchants of Hamburgh and Lubcc, and of the other Hanfeatic towns, in carrying on this 
traffics ufually failed to Revel or Narva, and from thence pafled through Dorpt to Plefcof and Novogorod. 
S-R* G*V. p 418 1 and Euf. HiCfc, Mag- X. 291* ^ Haekluyt, vol, i t p. 253. 

± Ih. p, 265* z 66 , dated Mofcow, 7060, the fecond month of February* 

£ See voL ii* hook 3. chap. 5. H Hackluyt, p. 462. % Hackluyt, vol i p. 298 — 306, 

3 Another 
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Another unexpe&ed advantage was derived from this connexion with Ruflia. Ivan 
Vaffilievitch, having conquered the Tartars of Cafan and Aftracan, extended his do¬ 
minions as far as the Cafpiari Sea, and eftablilhed a communication with the Perfians 
and Buchanans*. Animated with the hopes of gain, the Englifh factory obtained a 
patent for an exclufive trade with Perfia and Bucharia; and feveral merchants paffed 
through Mofcow to the countries beyond the Cafpian. 

At the death of Ivan, the Englifli loft their great fupport;. and, on the acceffion of 
Feodor, the confirmation of their immunities was for fome time refufed : this refufal 
was owing to the impatience of Sir Jerome Bowes, the Englifh ambaffador, who, by 
his fupercilious deportment, offended the Ruffian nobility, and occafioned a revocation 
of the patent. In 1586, Jerome Horfey, the Englifh agent at Mofcow, obtained the 
re-eftabli foment of feveral immunities; and, in 1588, Giles Fletcher f concluded, 
through the intereft of Boris Godunof, a treaty of league and amity between Elizabeth 
and Feodor, the fecond article of which contained, “ A confirmation and re-eftablifh¬ 
ment of the former privileges of the companie of our Englifh merchants, which were 
Infringed and annulled in the principal points, with divers neceffary additions to the 
fame, for the better ordering of their trade in thofe countrys hereafter }.” 

At length the grant of exclufive trade feenis to have been finally revoked by Boris 
Godunof, who extended to the Dutch feveral immunities which had been hitherto 
peculiar to the Englifli, and rein dated the Hanleatic towns in their ancient traffic to 
Novogorod and Plefcof §. Still, however, the privileges which remained to the factory 
were confiderable, confifling in a commerce free of duty to any part of the Ruffian 
dominions. 

At the revolution which placed Demetrius upon the throne, the Englifh factory con¬ 
ceived a ftrong hope of recovering its patent of exclufive trade. 

But his untimely fate prevented the good effects of his favourable intentions, and 
the civil calamities which, fubfequent to his affaflination, defolated Ruffia, almoft an¬ 
nihilated the Englifh commerce. But thefe troubles being terminated by the election 
of Michael, Sir James Merricke, ambaffador from James I. to the court of Mofcow, 
obtained from the'new Tzar a frefh patent in favour of the company; which allowed 
them, as before, a free trade, without paying duties or cuftoms, to Archangel, and 
from thence toKolmogori, Novogorod, Mofcow, and other parts of his dominions ||. 

This beneficial commerce was, in 1648, fuddenly annihilated by Alexey Michael- 
ovitch, who banilhed the Englifh merchants from his dominions. The caufe of this 
expulfion is generally imputed to the refentment conceived by the Tzar againft the 
Enriifh, for the execution of Charles I.f, with whom he was clofely conneaed by 

0 leagues 


* Ruffian Difcoveries, part iii. chap. i. . t c „ nl B . 

+ Fletcher, who went this cmbaffy, and has pubhflied a curious account of Ruflia, was fellow ot 
Ring’s College, Cambridge. t Hackltiyt, vol. ip. 473 - f ®- R * G ’ V ‘ P’ ' 59 : 

tl As lone as there was no town at the mouth of the Dvina, the merchandize was fent to Kolmogorr 
and from thence into the interior parts of Ruffia. Some time in the reign of Feodor Ivanov.tch, the hrft 
r “ . „r .w e caftle 0 f Archangel were laid : it took its name from a monaltery built m honour ot the 

Jh-shattfd Michael. This fpot foon increafed to a town, and became the great ftaple of the Englifh trade. 

Se « S in R thfmidll of the°khitaigorod at Mofcow, there is an ancient gateway, which forms the entrance 
into the printing-office of the Holy Synod : it is of curious workmanlhip, ornamented w.th figures of the 
lion and unicorn grotefquely carved in wood. Thefe being the fupporters of the Royal arms of England, 
authors have conjectured that this gateway was the entrance to the hoteE conllnifted by order of lvan 
Vaflilievitch, for the reftdence of the Englifli ambaffador, and that the T Z ar Alexey was fo offended at 
the execution of Charles, that he converted it into a printing office. It u probable, indeed, from die 
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leagues of amity an 3 alliance ; but in cffeft Ire aboliffied the company’s privileges the 
year before that event. His indignation againff the Engli/li was only a political pre¬ 
text ; the real motive being derived from the offers of the Dutch to pay duties of ex¬ 
port and import, to the amount of 15 per cent, if they were indulged with the liberty 
of carrying on as tree a trade as the Englifh. For not long afterwards, the Tzar fut- 
fered^ William Prideaux, Cromwell’s agent, to refide at Archangel, and permitted the 
Englifh Jo renew their commerce in that port on the fame footing with other foreign¬ 
ers *. It appears affo, from Milton’s and Thurloefs State Papers, that the Tzar not 
only received fevcral letters from CronnveJl, and returned anfwers ; but, at the pro- 
teftor’s requefl, even agreed to admit his atnbaffador at Mofcow. In confequence of this 
permiflioi), Richard Bradlhaw, Cromwell’s refident at Hamburgh, proceeded in his way 
to Mofcow, as far as Mittau, where he was honourably entertained by the Duke of 
Courland ; from which town feveral difpatches palled between Bradlhaw and the Ruf¬ 
fian chancellor, with refpeft to the fuperfcri prion of the Protector’s letter to the Tzar, 
which did not confer on that monarch all the titles he required. This feems to have 
been merely a pretext, as Bradlhaw afferts, to prolong the time; and in effeft he foon 
afterwards returned to Hamburgh without having accompiifhed his intended embaffy f. 
Cromwell, however, gained a great point in opening the commerce of Archan¬ 
gel to the l'.nglifii; and although Alexey could not be induced to grant a free trade 
into the interior parts of his dominions; yet this exclufion was not peculiar to the 
Englilh ; for he equally prohibited all foreign traffic, except at Archangel J. 

Soon after the Rcftoration, Charles II. defirous of obtaining a renewal of the com¬ 
pany’s privileges, difpatched the Earl of Carlifle to Mofcow, who was ordered to re- 
prefent, that “ tliefe very privileges were the balls and foundation on which the amity 
of the two crowns of England and Mufcovy w r ere fuperurutfed.” The embaffy failed 
offuccefs*. the failure was imputed to the haughty deportment of the ambaffador, 
who txpreffed diTguft at the bad accommodations in Ruflia, did not pay fufficient court 
to the minifters and favourites of the Tzar, tendered repeated remonflranees in a manner 
totally repugnant to the Ruffian cuftum, ami, under a falfe notion of maintaining the 
dignity of his lovereign, objected to the Ruffian ceremonial. It is much to be ques¬ 
tioned, however, it the Earl of Carlifle had a£ted a lefs impolitic part, whether the 
Ruffian court would have renewed the charter of the company in its full extent, par¬ 
ticularly the exemption from duties of export and import; fmee the Dutch readily- 
paid the cuftoms. The Earl of Carlifle could only obtain a permilfion that the Englilh 
ffiould trade freely into the Ruffian dominions, but remain fubjett to the duties of 
export and import. From that period the Britilh commerce has fuffered no inter¬ 
ruption 

Archangel continued the foie port for the exports and imports of Ruffia, until the 
building of St. Peterlburgh, when Peter the Great removed the commerce of the 


figures of the lion ami unicorn, that this gateway had fume reference to the Englilh, although it was not 
the ambalbdot’s hotel, that being fituated near the church of Sf. Maximus, in another part of the Rhi- 
taigorod ; but it evidently appears, from an ti-fcripiion over the gateway, that this budding was not con- 
Tur-*^ /'ii 0 * printing-office^ on account of the execution of Charles, The inferipciun denotes, that 
Michael Feodorovitch, and his fan Alexey, can fed tliefe apartments and this gate to be conftrucled in the 
printing-lioufe, June .9th, 7152, or. according to our xra, 1645 : a plain prooFthat the ellablilhment of 
the printing.houfe was prior, by at leaft three years, to the execution of Charles, aud could have no re- 
Terence to lEiat event, * Thurloe, voL ii* ^F—jjjft* 

t See MlltoiPs Works, p, 1657. Thurloe, vol. m. p 238* and vl. 40®, 432,439^ 
t Thurloe, vol. ii p*59$* 4 Except the fhovt interval utid^-r Paul, 


White 
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White Sea to the havens of the Baltic *. The Britifli merchants, who were highly 
favoured by that monarch, fettled in the new metropolis, which fuddenly became the 
principal mart for the Ruffian trade. The privileges of the Britifli factory eftablifhed 
in Ruflia are confirmed by a folenm treaty of commerce and navigation, concluded in 
1734. between George II. and the Emprefs Anne; and fince renewed, between His 
prefent Majefty and Catherine II. t 

The whole trade of St. Peterlburgh in exports and imports for 1777s with the Eng- 
lifh and other nations, was. 


In exports 

Imports 

2,dOQ,OQol. 7 

1,600,000 5 

4,000,0001* 0 

Balance in favour of Ruflia 

800,000 

V. 

The Britifh fhare in this trade is. 



In the exports about J 

Imports 

1,508,782!. 6} 

423,942 laj 

1 I, 93 3 > 7 2 4 h IS 

Gain 

1,084,839 14 


Confequently, the trade with all other nations (the Ruffian fubjefts included) is. 

In the exports 

Imports 

891,217!. 14^ 
6 >°57 8 J 

* 2,067,273!. 2 

Lofs 

284,839 14 


From hence it is evident Ruflia gains annually 7 
by her trade with the Britifli fubjedts about y 
And that fhe Iofes by her trade with all other ? 
nations - 5 

1,084,839!. 14 

284,839 14 

Remains annually a clear gain of about 

800,000 O 


But fliould the contraband traffic (in which the value of the imports far exceeds that 
of the exports, and in which the Britifh have little or no concern) be included, it will 
confiderably diminilh the balance of thefe commercial profits as juft ftated. 

* In 1752, Elizabeih again reftoret! the ancient immunities of Archangel ; and its prefent trade is not 
I neon fide r able. T he port fuppliee the government of Archangel, and part of thofe of Nifhnei-Novogorod 
and Cafati, with European commodities, and draws in exchange from thofe parts corn, flax, hemp, coarle 
linen, cordage, fails, mails, tallow, which are madly conveyed by the Dvina : it forms alfo a principal 
communication with the northern and weftern parts of Siberia, from w hence furs, fkius, and iron are 
procured. 

+ The header will find the fir ft treaty of 17 *4 in RoufTeVs Supplement to Dumont*s Corps Diplo¬ 
matique, vol. id. p. 495 ; and the lad, of i^ 66 t m a Collection of Treaties between Great Britain 
and other Powers, voh iL p, 309—32 j, 

J See Britifh exports and imports. Appendix, No, 2* 

5 t According 
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According <0 this flra'tenient, half the trade of St. Peterfburgh is m the hands o, the 
Englifh.; but as their exports and imports in 1777 exceeded thafe of the precedingor 
fubfequent years, this eftimate may be eonfidered as too highly rated ; we may fairly, 
however, allow, upon the mod moderate computation, that a third of this commerce is 
carried on by our faftory. 

The average number of merchant fliips, which annually arrive from England at the 
port of Cronltadr, with goods laden for St. Peterfburgh, may be collected from the 
following table: 


’Years. 

Ships. 

Years. 

Ships. 

Years. 

Ships- 

Years, 

Ships. 

1 753 

- 149 

1758 . 

, l6l 

' 7 6 3 

- 149 

1773 

- 3*9 

*754 

- 236 

1759 ■ 

- 206 

1767 

- 200 

‘774 

- 3 ‘ 8 

1755 

- 160 

1760 ■ 

* *37 

1763 

- 2 37 

1776 

- 3 3 ° 

1756 

- 1S6 

1761 ■ 

• * 3 ° 

tybg 

- 322 

>777 

- 3 66 

l 757 

- 129 

1762 . 

■ 1 S 3 

1770 

- 3 ° e 

1778 

* 252 


The general date of the trade of St. Peterfburgh in 17? 8 was, 

In exports - - 2,042,097!. 8 

Imports - - 1,318,428 16 

3 > 3 6o > 5 2& 4 


In 1799, the exports from St. Peterfburgh amounted to 38,169,933 roubles j the 

imports 19,290,779. . . n 

In 1778 the following number of veflels arrived at Crondadt: 


Englifh 

252 

Dutch 

147 

Hamburgh 

2 

French * 

1 

Danifh 

39 

Stralfund 

J 

Spanifh 

6 

Pruffian 

26 

Bremen 

3 

Ruffian 

12 

Lubeck 

3 8 



Portuguefe 

2 

Rodock 

29 

Total 

607 

Swedifli 

47 

Dantziek 

2 




Befidethe metropolis, the Ruffian trade in the Baltic is carried on at Riga, Revel, 
Narva, and Wiburgh. From Riga + a confiderable quantity of com is exported by the 
Englifh, Swedes and Dutch, which is fent down the Duna from the provinces of Plefcof, 
Smolenfko, and Novogorod : the mads are alfo flapped from the fame port. The 
other exports from this, and the above-mentioned maritime towns, are flmilar to thofe 
of St. Peterfburgh. 


* The French exports and imports are, in time of war, moftly conveyed in Dutch bottoms, which 16 
the reafon why, in 1778, but one French veDel arrived at Crondadt, although their exports and import* 
foi that year amounted to 148,753!. t Sec the account of Riga in the ad volume. 
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Additions to the Account of the Englijh Commerce.—Aitgujl 1801. 


BY the kind communication of a friend well verfed in the Ruffian commerce, I am 
enabled to fubjoin a ftatement of the mode in which the Britiffi trade is principally 
conducted. 

To enter into all the details of the Ruffian commerce, from the growth of the raw 
article in the interior provinces to its arrival at the port for exportation, would require 
a diflinCt, and indeed, a voluminous treatife. But a few obfervations may give a general 
idea of an interefting part of the fubjeCt, namely, the manner in which the commerce 
is condufted between Great Britain and Ruffia. 

The particular privileges attached to the guilds, into which the Ruffian merchants 
are enrolled, appropriate to them the interior commerce ol the country. 

A foreigner who imports goods into Ruffia, muft fell them to Ruffians only, and at 
the port where they arrive, none but natives being allowed to fend merchandize into 
the interior of the empire for fale. A few foreigners, indeed, fettled in Ruffia, and 
having connections with natives, do carry on a trade with the interior; but it is con¬ 
trary to law and the goods are liable to feizure. 

The late Emprefs, probably with a view to induce foreigners to weave their interefts 
more clofely with Ruffia, by engaging their capital in every department of commerce, 
propofed certain advantages to thole foreigners who would infcribe thcmlelves in guilds, 
and put themfelves on the fame footing with her own lubjeCts. rhe advantages were, 
under a commercial point of view, very confiderable. I hey gieatly diminished the 
heavy duties on feveral articles*, and permiffion was granted to trade into the country, 
that is, to carry imported articles to the beffc market, and to puichale the native pio- 
duQs either by themfelves or agents. Notwithftanding, however, the probability, of 
being underfold by foreigners, and even by fome few of their own countrymen, a large 
majority of the Britiffi merchants refufed to refign, or even to riik that character and 
independence which they had fo long and honourably fultained as Britiffi fubjects, pro¬ 
tected by Ru 0 ian laws. t , , ,, 


" If their determination did honour to their firmnefst the event proved (what could 
not be forefeen) that it even promoted their intereft. I he Ruffians foon perceived, that 
if foreigners, with all their intelligence and large capitals at command, could, like 
themfelves, penetrate the country, the principal emoluments would pals into other 
hands, and they counteraaed the attempts of the new fpeculators. Even when the pri¬ 
vilege was granted to Britiffi fubjefts, by the Treaty of Commerce concluded by His 
Majefly*s late minifter at the court of St, Peterlburgb, it was impoffible to denve any 
folid advantage from it; for although the right of fending goods into the interior was 
no longer difputed, yet by the revival of corporation laws, till that time conhdered as 
obfolete, it was found that goods belonging to foreigners in palling through different 
towns would be fubjeft to fuch heavy duties, that the Ruffians were able conhderably 
[ fk* 'Rrui/K mpivrhunrs who en^a^ed in thefe adventures* 



* Foreign merchants were obliged to pay thefe duties iu tor 
copper money* which made a difference of 25 or 30 per cent, 

5 T 2 
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The manufacturers of linens, failcloth, &c. purchafe the yam of the peafants, who 
prow the flax, and make the yarn ; it is then manufactured into ravenducks, flems, and 
drillings, entirely in their own fabrics, and thefe articles are feklom, if ever, fold on 
contract, previous to their arrival at St. Peterlburgh. The Ruffia linens (known in 
this country by the name of flaxen linens, craft, amt diaper,) are made entirely by the 
pealiuits ; and for this article the Ruffian merchant is in a manner only the faCtor, as he 
buys them ready made, and carries them to St. Peterlburgh for fate. In the manufac¬ 
ture of their fail-cloth, the fame circumftance occurs. 

The fecond clafs of Ruffian merchants are, more properly fpeaking, factors ; thefe 
alone make the contracts with the Bririffi merchant at the ports of Ruffia, and while 
1110ft of them poffefs neither capital nor goods, they derive large profits from their com¬ 
mercial transitions. 

From the month of November, till the fhipping feafon in May, the Ruffians, who 
trade in hemp, flax, tallow, bridles, wax, oil, hides, iron, and many other articles, 
(except manufactures and linens,) either come themfelves to St. Peterlburgh, or employ 
agents to fell their goods to foreigners, to be delivered according to agreement, in May, 
June, July, or Augult. The payments are made according to the circumdances of the 
fellers and buyers; and foinetimes the buyer pays the whole amount, in the winter 
months, for the goods which are to be delivered in the fummer or autumn ; at others, 
lie pays a part on concluding the contract, and the remainder on delivery of the goods. 
The manufacturers and dealers in linens ufually come to St. Peterlburgh in March, and 
fell their goods for ready money. 

The foreign goods were formerly almod entirely fold on twelve months credit, and 
fome on a dill longer term; but lately, feveral articles, fuch as coffee and lugar, are fold 
at St. Peterlburgh for ready money; dill, however, the interior is fupplied with foreign 
goods on credit, and mod of the woollen trade in St. Peterlburgh is carried on by 
allowing the Ruffians a long credit with the goods. Many, I might almofi fay all 
the Ruffians, who buy goods on credit of foreigners, for the fupply of the interior, 
have no other connections or trade with St. Peterlburgh, than merely coining there 
once or twice a year to purchafe goods on credit, which having accomplithed, they fet 
off with the goods, and the foreigner neither fees nor hears of them again till the bills 
become due. By the laws of Ruffia, none but merchants mferibed in the guilds are 
allowed to trade; and in cafe any perfon not inferibed (that is, a peafant) contracts a 
debt for more than five roubles, he cannot be profecuted, nor is he liable beyond that 
fum. Notwithdanding this law, a great many peafants do trade, and actually purchafe 
goods of foreigners on long credit. 

It may not be improper here to notice the fallacious though fpecious datement of the 
author of the Secret Memoirs of the Court of St. Peterlburgh refpeCling the trade be¬ 
tween Great Britain and Ruffia. He fays, the Engiiffi take away leather, and bring 
ffioes; take grain, and return beer; and fend flfips laden with hardware in exchange 
for iron, timber, &c. In the fird place, it may be remarked, neither Ihoes, beer, nor 
hardware are allowed to be imported, nor has any timber been received from Ruflia 
for a confiderable time. 

The author has carefully kept in the back ground an eflentia! point which proves the 
mutual intereds of Great Britain and Ruflia to be infeparable. It would, in the prefent 
date of things, fubjeCf Ruffia to great inconvenience, were Ihe merely to carry on, as 
the above-mentioned author propofes, an immediate exchange of produce. Before this 
produce can be brought to the ports of Ruffia, a very confiderable capital is required ; 
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artic ] e s Great rhm,/ hsca P ltal ’ no * by tne exchange of manufiaures again ft raw 
irSih Britain renders her tra.de reciprocally beneficial to Ruflia. ‘ 

mni't ir eV1 fr that to condu£t an extenfive commerce on this fvftem, requires 
considerable inrelhgence an intimate acquaintance with, and unlimited confidence in the 
native merchants, Nothing can reflef} mnrp hnnnm* « t> rr * , 

people, lhan ,ha. ,he Bn.il merohj “ 

£rfo„"l taowledge yea “ e tradS With C0Un P> ' vi,hout «1 k &7 Wf-i » 
I he trade has thus been conduaed for upwards of three centuries; and if the favour- 
- a " d £he . ch ^acter of Alexander did not preclude reflection on paft 
r “5 ? * interruption which has lately taken place, and the temporary fulpenfion 
oi confidence could never be too deeply lamented. So many comforts have been derived 
rom a re idence m the metropolis of St. Peterflrargh, that not only Englilh capital has 
been employed m the commerce, but the pofleflors of that capital have themfelves di- 
leded rts employment; fo that, excepting in one or two inflances, the commerce with 
, rea I’? 111 1S n 5 >t c °ndu6ted through the medium of mere agents, as formerly; but 
tie ng1 1 merchant refident in St. Peterlburgh has the foie and independent com- 
mand or the capital winch he embarks in commerce. 

Another circumftance connected with the Britifh trade is too curious to be pafied in 
iilence. kyery mercantile houfe in St Peterlburgh employs certain men, called in the 
language oi the country, Arteifchicks, who are the counting-houfe men, and employed 
by every merchant to collect payment on bills, to receive money, as well as in many 
in nances to pay it in very confiderabie fums. This is an important part of their truft. 
Ineie being no bankers in Ruflia, every mercantile houfe keeps its own cafb ; and as 
the pay ments between merchants, and for bills of exchange, are made entirely in bank 
notes or no higher value than five, ten, twenty-five, fifty, and one hundred roubles, molt 
of them m fo tattered a ftate, as to require feveral hours to count over a fum of two or 
three thoufaod pounds $ this bufmefs is performed by arteifchicks, and very few in- 
fiances have occurred of Iofs by their inattention, either in mifeouhting the notes, in 
taking falfe notes, or, where they are much torn, in receiving parts of different bank, 
notes* 


lhefe artelfchicks are alfo employed to fuperintend the loading and unloading the 
different cargoes \ they receive the molt valuable into the warehoufe, where they are left 
folely under their carej and in thefe warehoufes not merely merchanmfe, but often, 
large quantities of dollars are depofited. Thefe Ruffians are moftfy natives of Arch¬ 
angel and the adjacent governments, of the iowell clafs, are often flaves, generally of 
the crown ; and the only fecurity of the*merchant arifes in fame degree from the natural 
reluctance of the Ruffian to betray confidence repofed in him j but in a much greater 
from the nature of their affiliation, which is called an Artel: 

An Artel con/ifts of a certain number of labourers, who voluntarily become refpon- 
fible, as a body, for the honefty of each individual: The feparate earnings of each man 
are put into the common dock, a monthly allowance is made for his fupport, and at 
the end of the year the furplus is equally divided. The number varies in different affo- 
ciations from fifty to one hundred j and fo advantageous is it confidered to belong to 
one of thefe focieties, that 500, and even 1000 roubles are paid for admifiiom Thefe 
focieties are not bound by any law of the empire, or even written agreement; nor does 
the merchant reft rain them under any legal obligation ; yet there has been no in fiance 
of their objefting to any juft claim, or of protecting an individual whofe conduct had 
brought a demand on the fociety* 
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Chap. XXIH.— Rife, Progrefs, and Termination of the Engli/h Trade on the Cafpian 
Sea.—Commerce of the Ruffians in the fame Quarter,—Defcription of the principal 
Ports.—Exports and Imports.—Average Value of the I rade.—Commerce with the Bucha¬ 
nans and Chinefe. 

IN the fourteenth century, the Venetians and Genoefe drew, by means of the Gaf- 
plan, through Aftracan to their fettlements at Azof* and t.atia, the Indian, Perfian, 
and Arabian merchandize, with which they furniflied the fouth of Europe. The 
northern part of this continent was fupplied 'likewife, through Aftracan, with Afiatic 
goods, by the Ruffian merchants of Ladoga on the Volkof, who fent them to their 
principal ftorehoufe at Wifoy, a Hanfeatic town in the Ifle of Gothland. The devafta- 
tion occafioned by the wars of Tamerlane, at the end of the fourteenth century, turned 
this trade from Aftracan to Smyrna and Aleppo. The commerce off Arabia, more 
commodious for thofe ports, never returned to Aftracan ; but part of the Perfian traffic 
was afterwards reftqred to its old channel. 

While the provinces of Calan and Aftracan were under the government of the Tar¬ 
tars, the cap, or head-quarters of the Khan, was a mart for the Ruffian and Perfian 
merchants. But as, according to the cuftom'of the roving Tartars, it was frequently- 
changed, Aftracan and Terkit became at length two principal places of refort. This 
commerce, impeded and frequently interrupted by the numerous banditti, was precari¬ 
ous ; until the conqueft of Cafan and Aftracan opened a ready communication between 
Mofcow and the Cafpian Sea; Ivan Vaffilievitch II. having garrifoned Aftracan with 
troops, rendered it the chief emporium of the eaftern trade. ThSj conqueft being com¬ 
pleted in 1554, foon after the difeovery of Archangel, the Englifli obtained the Tzar’s 
permiffion to pafs through his dominions into Perfia, and carry on an exclulive trade 
over the Cafpian. 

Jenkinfon was the firft Engliffiman who navigated that fea. In 3 558, he landed at 
Mangufhlak upon the Eaftern fhore, paffed by land through the country of the Turko¬ 
man'l'ar tars to Boghara, capital of Great Eucharia, and returned to Mofcow the fol¬ 
lowing year. In 1561, he again failed over the Cafpian, and proceeding to the coaft 
of Shirvan, went by land to Catbin, therefidence of the fophy, from whom he obtained 
a permillion of trading into Perfia. Several merchants followed his example. The laft 
expedition was made, in 1597, by Chriftopher Burroughs; whofe ffiip being, on its 
return, fhattered by the ice in the mouth of the Volga, he and his crew efcaped with 
difficulty, and arrived at Aftracan after many dangers |. During ihefe expeditions the 
traffic was chiefly confined to the ports of Turner!, Derbent, Baku, and the coaft of 
Ghilan. 

The difafters which attended the voyage of Burrough, the banditti frequenting the 
fhores of the Cafpian, and the wars between the Turks and Perfians, obftructed the infant 
commerce; and during above a century and a half no Englifli veffel appeared upon this 

* See Guldeiftaedt’s TrcatiTe Von den Hafen am CafpiTcfien Metre, in Jonrn. St. Pet. fov 1777. 

The Indian gruels were brought, forthe molt part, through Perfia, a croft the tafpjau 10 Aftraean, from 
thence up the V-dga, then by land to the Don, and down that river to Azof, 

•t ’Terki was (boated near the river Terek, upon the weltern fltore of the Cafpian ; no traces of it remain, 
as the file is covered by the .fea. 

J liackluyt, p. 324—430. S. 11 . G. viii, 426—473. 
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fea. At length, in 1741, the Britifh merchants of St. Petcrfburgh, at the perfuafion of 
Captain Eli on, an Fnglilhman in the Ruffian fervice, renewed the commerce, and eflab- 
Ihhed a factory at iveihd in th province of Ghilan. Some dilputes unfortunately arif- 
ing, as well between the Engljih themfeives, as between the Ruffians and Elton, he en¬ 
tered into the fervice of Nadir Shah, and affifted in conftru&ing tome Veflels on the 
Cafpian. This circumftance gave umbrage to the court of St. Pet ert burgh, and Eliza¬ 
beth, in 1746, withdrew her permiffion to the Engl illi merchants, of palling through 
her dominions for the Cafpian commerce. On the death of Nadir Shah in 17 who, 
in confequence of Elton’s influence, had permitted the Englifli to trade to Perfia, their 
factory was pillaged by one of the pretenders to the throne, and their commerce anni¬ 
hilated * , 

The Ruffians purfued with perfeverance the track opened by our merchants, and 
under Alexey Michaelovitch, Aflracan became the centre of the Perfian trade ; to 
which place merchants from Bucharia, Crim Tartary, Armenia, Perfia, and even India, 
reforted. The veflels of the Ruffians being rudely framed, without decks, and of courfe 
expofed to conftant flit pw recks f, the Tzar drew from Amfterdam feveral ffiip-builders, 
for the purpofe of conftructing veflels more calculated to weather tile florins of this fea; 
but thefe defigns being fruftrated by the rebellion of the Coflacks of the Don, under 
Stenko Razin }, the "trade of Rulfla was annihilated by their devaflations. On the 
quelling of the revolt, and puniffiment of their leader, the greater part of the commerce 
fell into (he hands of the Armenian merchants eftablilhed in Aflracan, who fettled fac¬ 
tories both in the Ruffian and Perfian territories §. 

During this whole period the Ruffian and Armenian traders penetrated no further 
than Niezabad, a port between Derbent and Baku ; and their chief fettlement was aE 
Shamakee, capital of Shirvan, until 1711, when that town was taken by the Lefgees, 
and the factory deftroyed. 

In 1721, this commerce was again revived: Peter having marched an army into 
Perfia, over-ran the provinces of Dageftan, Shirvan, Ghilan, and Mafanderan, on the 
eaftern and fouthern coafls of the Cafpian, and obtained their ceffion by a formal treaty. 
Soon afterwards, he eftablilhed a Ruffian company trading to the Cafpian ; but the 
whole capital confifled only of four hundred fliares, of the value of 30k each. The 
chief fettlements were formed at Aflracan and Kiflar. 

The pofleffion of thefe diftant provinces proving expenfive and of little advantage, 
Anne reflored them to the fophy || on condition that the Ruffian merchants fliould en¬ 
joy liberty of trade to all the havens of the Cafpian without paying duty, fficuld be al¬ 
lowed to build houfes and magazines, and no? be fuhjeft to the laws of the country^* 
The privileges of this company were confirmed by Anne and Elizabeth ; but the com¬ 
merce was tnconfiderable until the reign of Catharine II. who, in 176-', abolilhed this 
exclufive right, and permitted all her fubjects ro trade with Perfia; prohibiting, on 
account of the numerous banditti who iufeft the roads, the inland traffic from Kiflar, 
and tl^e other Caipian ports to Shamakee. Two Ruffian confuls refide at Baku and 


• See Han way’» Biitifn trade over the Cafpian Sea, in his 'Travels, vols, i. amt ii : and chap* xxxiil. in 
the fecond volume of Cooke’s Travels through the Ruffian Empire to Perfia. Both thefe accounts, ho w- 
eve. com.Biliftnry to each other, fnfficiently prove the unfortunate mifuiiderftandings which haUarilen be¬ 
tween the EngUfh who engaged in this trade. 

t Bufching, ix L-ls. For an account of Stenko Rafin, fee Schmidt, Ruff Gef. vol. n. p. 32. Moi- 
ley "s Hiltory of Catharine, vol. i. p. 2 Z 7 - _ ,, _ , 

$ S. &. G. vii, p.505. 11 S. R. G. i. p. ij-Vt &c. H Guldenitaedt. 
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Einzellee *. Thefe regulations, however, cannot prevent the contraband trade which 
is carried on at Shamakee, and the other inland towns of Perfia, by the Armenian 
merchants; who, from their knowledge of the country and language, underfell the 
Ruffians. 

Aftracan, fituated on an ifland in a branch of the Volga, is the great (laple of the 
Cafpian commerce; and, by means of that river, is readily fupplied with European 
merchandize from the ports of the Baltic t- Although Aftracan is only in the 47th 
degree of latitude, yet the cold is extremely intenfe in winter; and for two months 
the Volga is generally frozen fo hard as to be paifed over by heavy-laden fledgesJ. 
Large tracts of foreft oq the banks of that river, in the province of Kafan, furnifh fuf- 
ficient oak and timber for the conftruftion of veffels for the Cafpian fea. 

The Cafpian is fix hundred and eighty miles in length, from Gurief to Medlhetifar, 
and in no part more than two hundred and fixty in breadth. It has no tide; and, on 
account of Ihoals is navigable only by veffels drawing from nine to ten feet water; it 
hasftrong currents, and, like all inland feas, is fubjeft to violent florins §, which the 
Ruffian veffels, wretchedly con ft rutted, weather with difficulty: the waters are brackiih. 
The Uralian Coffacs enjoy the right of fifhing on the coaft forty feven miles on each 
fide of the river Ural; and the inhabitants of Aftracan poffefs the exclufive privilege 
on the remaining fhores belonging to Ruffia. The roe of fturgeons and beluga fupply 
large quantities of caviare; and the fifli, which are chiefly falted and dried, form a con- 
fid erable article of confumption in the Ruffian empire. The Cafpian abounds with fea- 
dogs, which are hunted and caught in great numbers ||. 

The ports of the Cafpian may be divided into Ruffian, Perfian, and Tartar. 

The Ruffian ports and trading places are, 1. Gurief; 2. Kiflar. 

1. Gurief, fituated on the mouth of the Yaikor Ural, near a bay of the Cafpian, is 
a fniall but ftrong fortrefs, which guards the frontiers of the Ruffian empire towards 
the territory of the Kirghees Tartars. The place contains fcarcely a hundred houfes, 
and, except the garrifon, has no inhabitants but a few merchants from Aftracan, who 
trade with the neighbouring Tartars 2. The fortrefs of Kiflar Hands near the eaftern 
coaft, and covers the frontiers towards the limits of Perfia. Veffels formerly entered 
the fouthern branch of the Terek; but as the mouths of that river are now choaked 
up, the merchandize is landed in a fmall bay at the diftance of thirty-four miles. Kif¬ 
lar draws from Aftracan the European commodities neceffary for the Perfian traffic, to¬ 
gether with corn and provifion for the Ruffian colonies on the Terek, and for the neigh¬ 
bouring di ft rift of Mount Caucafus. Befide the goods which are difpofed of at Kiflar, 
and lent to the Perfian ports, the inhabitants cany on a contraband trade to Shamakee, 
Derbent, and even Tiflis in Georgia, which is exceedingly precarious from the numerous 
banditti who pillage the caravans. 

Before I enumerate the principal Perfian havens, it would be neceffary to acquaint 
the reader to whom belong the provinces of Shirvan, Ghilan, Mafanderan, and Altra- 
bad, in which,countries the ports reforted to by the Ruffians are fituated. But the 
unfettled date of Perfia, and the civil wars which continue to harrafs that divided em¬ 
pire, render it difficult to afeertain that poiut **. In general thofe provinces are governed 

by 

* Guldeaflaedt, p. 248. + Han way, p. 141. J Gmelio, vol. a p. 84, 

. § HUuiwsyv vol i- P-393- J Jotet. St. Pet. p. 2,3 ; S. R. G vfi p, 525 . Fora till of the fifh 

in the Carp an, fee Gnivlin. vol ii-p 246. iPallaS Rfctfe, I. 424, &c. 

** On the aflafliHatioti of Nadir Shah, in 1747, various competitors p re fen ted themfelves to fill the va¬ 
cant throne; and in lefj than two years eight fovereigns had reigned, been depofed, or aflaflmated; when 
$ Kerim 
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Lv their own khans, who, though tributary to the fophy, render themfelves occa- 
lionaily independent; and as they are continually at war with each other, their govern- 
ments are the leat of alnioft perpetual hoftility, rapine, and devaftation. Meanwhile, 
the trade flounft.es or diminift.es in proportion as the exaflions of the fovereigns are 
more or lefs frequent and exorbitant. 

The Perfian havens are, i. Derbent; a.-Niezabadj 3. Baku; 4. Einzellee; c. Fa- 
rabat; 6. Med ft eti far; 7. Aftrabad. ’ 5 

1 r ?^ ei '* 3en! ’ * s ^ ie uor ^ P ort in the Cafpian; if it can be called a port, where veflels 
can icldoni approach the fliore, on account of fands and flioals, but are generally oblig- 
ed to anchor, at the di(lance of three quarters of a mile: from this circumfhmce, joined 
to the mconfiderable degree of commerce* it is little frequented. Derbent in the pro¬ 
vince of Shirvan, is a Perfian fortrefs, furrounded by high brick walk ; the inhabitants 
aie chiefly Perfians, tartars, and a few Armenians, Two or three Ruffian (hips are 
annually bound for Derbent; they areutually laden with oats and rye, and carry iron, 
iteel, and lead for the Lefgees and other Tartar nations, who inhabit the Eaftern chain 
of the Caucafus. I he neighbourhood produces fome corn, but not fufficient for the 
confumption of the place, 2, NiefovaiaPriltan, or Niezabad, was formerly the port molt 
frequented by the Ruffians, and chiefly vifited by the merchants,of Shamakee, who 
fuppjied the province of Shir van with European commodities. Near the harbour are 
feveral wretched villages, 3* Baku is efteemed the molt commodious haven, as veffels 
may fecurely anchor in feven fathoms water; but the number of fhoals, ifiands, and 
land-banks, render the entrance extremely difficult and dangerous, particularly to the 
Ruffians who are not expert failors. Baku is a fortrefs fur rounded with high brick 
walls : the inhabitants like thofe of Derbent, are Perfians, Tartars and a few Armenian 
merchants. The principal articles of exportation are naphta, and rock fait, of both 
which there are mines on the eafl fide of the bay. The inhabitants cultivate faffron and 
the cotton-tree, but not to any confiderable advantage. The trade of Baku, though 
more valuable than that of Derbent, is flill inconfiderable, and chiefly carried on with 
Shamakee, from whence it draws raw filk and fiiken fluffs. A Ruffian conful is refi- 
dent at this place Before we quit the province of Shirvan, it may not be improper 
to mention its capital, the inland town of Shamakee, which is only fixty-fix miles from 
Baku, and fupplies that port with raw filk and filken fluffs. Shamakee owed its com¬ 
mercial importance to the filk which is cultivated in the neighbouring diflridt, and flill 
preferves the town from ruin, though the traffic is greatly reduced by the exorbitant 
exaflions of the Khan of Kuba; it was alfo crowded with Turkifii and Greek merchants 
but at prefent contains only a few Armenian and Indian traders. The inhabitants ma¬ 
nufacture filk and cotton fluffs, far inferior to thofe made in the beginning of the cen¬ 
tury, The filk of this province is exported into the Interior part of Perfia, Turkey, 
Georgia, and Ruffia. Shamakee flill fupplies part of Georgia, and the inhabitants or 
the Eaftern chain of Mount Caucafus, with European commodities, principally by 
means of the traffic with Baku, and the contraband trade with the Armenians and 
Ruffians f, 4* Einzellee, though a wretched village, is the mod frequented for the 


Shiraoz. On his death, in '779? Perfia was again expofed to all the horrors of a deputed fucceSjun, and 
divided between the two principal competitors, Akau Mahomed Khan, a Perllan of high di{tin£tion r who 
was ca (bated in his Infancy by order of Nadir Shahj and who, like Narfcs, polf fTcd great civil and 
military talents, was, in 178s, matter of Mazamteran and Gliiten as well as the cities of Ifpahafi and 
Tauris. Jaafar Khan, nephew of Kerim Khan, was at shat period fovereign of Shir&uz, the capital, and 
of the font hern provinces,—Franklin’s To nr from Bengal to Perfia, p< 278^3^1. 

* Gmdin, ml ill p. 52, Gutdenitaedt. f Gmduif vol. ilh p. 6o, &c. 
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Perfian commerce: formerly velTels entered through the channel into a bay; but 
this bay being choaked up, are obliged to lay-at anchor in the road, Einzellee is fitua* 
ted on the fouth-weftern coaft, a few miles north of Refhd, capital of the province of 
Ghilan ; it confifts of Old and New Einzeliee; the former inhabited by the Perfians 
and Armenians, under the jurifdiction of thefophy, the latter by the Ruffian merchants, 
and thofe Armenians who are fubjeft to Rullia* A gamfon of thirty foldiers is fta- 
tioned under the command of the confuh It contains a Ruffian and Armenian church 
and about three hundred houfes, mo Illy formed with reed* The refufe only of the 
Perfian and European commodities is expofed to fale at Einzeliee; the Great mart 
being at Reffid, where the Ruffians have erected booths, to which place a conflux of 
merchants from Tauris, and the principal cities of Perfia, Armenia, and even Turkey, 
refort, in order to purchafe the raw filk and manufactures of Ghilan. Hence the 
Ruffians difpofe of their European commodities to confiderable advantage, and obtain 
in return the produ&ions of this rich province. The manufactures * and filk of Ghi¬ 
lan* efteemed the beft in Perfia, have been in fuch repute for thefe lafV fifty years, that 
Refhd is become one of die fir ft commercial towns in this part of Afia* The fin eft: 
ibrt is ufimlly white, and chiefly font into the interior cities of Perfia, or fold to the 
Turks; the inferior kind is yellow, and principally difpofed of to the Ruffians* There 
is fuch a conftant demand for the filk of Ghilan f, that the price Hies every year- 
Refhd fuppltes the bordering provinces of Perfia, and the independent neighbouring 
ftates as far as Georgia, with European merchandize, except the goods which are tranffi 
ported immediately from Aftracan, through Kiflar and Moflok, to the nearefl parts 
of Georgia, and of the neighbouring mountains; and thofe fent from Shamakee, to 
the Lcfgees Tartars, and other independent tribes J. 5. Farabat, and 6* Medfhetifar, 
are filuated on the foimbern coaft, in die province of Mafanderan ; they are both fmall 
villages, of which Medflieufar is mo ft commercial, from its vicinity to Balfrufch, capi¬ 
tal of the province, where the Ruffians and Armenians convey their merchandife ; the 
traffic, however, is much lefs confiderable than formerly, a circumftance owing to the 
impofitions of the Khan of Mafanderan. The chief productions of this country are 
filk, far inferior to that of Ghilan, rice and cotton, of which articles there is a large ex¬ 
portation* Merchants from Kafkan, Ifpahan, Sehirafs, and Khorafan, refort to Bal- 
frufeh, and bring for faie the Perfian and Indian commodities §* 7* The bay of Aftra- 

bad, where the Ruffians land and proceed to the capital. The productions of this pro¬ 
vince, and its exports and imports, are nearly fimilar to thofe of Mafanderan. The 
commerce of Afirabad is chiefly with Candabar, 

The Tartar havens are, t. The bay of Balkan ; 2* Manguftilak, both of which, but 
particularly the latter, afford a fecure harbour, 1. the Ruffians frequent the ifiands 
in the bay of Balkan; inhabited chiefly by pirates of the race of Turkoman Tartars: 
thefe iflands produce rice and cotton, and one of them called Naphthonia, abounds in- 
naphtha. The traffic might be mcreafed to the advantage of Ruflia; as it would be 
far more commodious to trade with the Tartars of Khiva and Bucharia from thefe parts 
than from Orenburgh, through the country of the warlike and independent Kirghees. 

The commerce of Mangufblak is mod confiderable; the neighbouring Tartars bring, 
to this place the productions of their own country, and even of Bucharia, fuch as cot¬ 
ton, yarn, and fluffs, furs and fkins, and rhubarb Jj. 

* See, in Gmdin, vol* if!, p. 415, a ltd of the mnnufa&urcs of GVI&n. 

'J- For an account of the Aik. of Ghilan, fee Grudin, vol, iih p, 41s* Hanwaj, vol* ii. p. 16. S< 

G. V f p* 515. $ , 

± Cmelln, vol. iii, p. 414* § Gmelin, vgL uh p. 459* N G uldenflacdt, d* 2^5—367* 
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The principal commodities exported from Aftracan to the ports of the Cafpian fea, 
are cloths, chiefly Englifli, Dutch, French, and Silefian ; vitriol, foap, alum, fugar. 
Ruffian leather, needles, and cotton fluffs, coarfe linen manufactured in Ruffia, velvets, 
glafs ware, and looking-glaffes, writing paper, a few furs and fkins, a fmall quantity of 
tea, provisions, chiefly corn and butter, wine, brandy, wooden furniture, fea-horfe 
teeth; alfo iron, bnfs, tin, lead, hardware, watches, &c. &c. In 1 775, the value of 
the cloths exported amounted to 52,6001.; the cochineal to 45,600!.; and the indigo 
to 7,000. Imports: Raw and manufa&ured filfcs, but chiefly the former, from the 
provinces of Shirvan and Ghilan ; which article, in 1775, amounted to 43,800!. Bu¬ 
chanan lamb-lkins, rice, dried fruit, fpiees and drugs, coffee, wine, faffron, fait, ful- 
phur, and naphtha. 'The Indians and merchants of Khiva bring occafionally to Aftra¬ 
can gold and filver in bars, gold-duft, precious ftones, and pearls. 

The trade of the Cafpian tea had confiderably declined before the acceffton of the late 
Emprefs: by the abolition of monopolies, and by other ufeful regulations, it has lately in- 
created tofuch a degree, that within (he fpace of fifteen years the average fum of the 
exports and imports has been nearly tripled: 


Total exports 
and imports. 


, C Exports 

l Imports 

36,100!. 7 

42 j 100 5 

78,2001. 

Balance againft Ruffia 

6,000 



87,7001. ? „ , 

63,700 s 

151,400 

Balance in favour of Ruffia 

24,000 


C Exports 
] 775 * j> imports 

125,4001. ? 

64,120 5 

189,520 

Balance in favour of Ruffia 
Traffic with Georgia and the 

61,280 

natives of Caucafus 

10,000 

Total in 1775. 

* « » 

199,520 


The contraband trade is not included in this calculation 


Commerce with the Buchuri&ns and Cbineje* 

Under the commerce with the Bucharest I comprize that with the Calmucs, W 
>ther Tartar nations beyond the frontiers of Siberia; becaufe it is of fuch little impoi- 
ance as fcarcely to deferve a feparate article. 

. The referto tract tic rife pro™ ft, pdb-t Itaf <*.*• 

"ea, mud confult and compare Hacklnyt 5 Colitftion of Voyages, vo ■ P j- , B,;f , vo l. JJi. ; and 

Trade of the Cafpian Sea; Cooke’s Travels ; S. R. G- vn. I° 3 ~ 54 <>. Gmt],n s v01 ' * 

Guldcnftaedr’s Treatife mentioned above. T- a flrrn en-fts of the Cafpian 

+ Having before mentioned the commerce with the Buchanans upon tig. Eaitern CO-US ol P 

It is needlefs to enter upon any further detail of it m this place. q^ e 
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The Buchanans, who inhabit the fouEh-weftern part of Independent Tartary, are a 
commercial people $ their caravans travel through the whole continent of Afia*, and 
traffic with Ruffia, Thibet, China, India, and Perfia. Ruffia contains feveral colonies 
of Rucharians, who are fettled in many large towns of the Tout hem provinces, and main¬ 
tain a conitant communication with the merchants of their own country. Their prin¬ 
cipal marts are Totnfk, Kiadla, and Qrenburgh, which is the molt confiderable, and 
chiefly trades with Kafkar, Tafflkeut, and Khiva t- Their caravans are expofed to 
pillage from the Kirghees Tartars, through whole country they are obliged to pafs* 
Their imports are gold and filver, chiefly in Perfian coins and Indian rupees, goJd-duft 
precious (tones, particularly rubies, lapis lazuli, fpun and raw cotton, cotton fluffs in 
great abundance, both Indian and Buchanan, half fiIks, unprepared nitre, native fal- 
ammoniac, lamb-(kins, raw filk in froall quantities, and rhubarb, large droves of fheep 
and horfes§. Exports; Cloth, Ruffian leather, beads and trinkets, hardware, indigo, 
cochinealj &c. 

The Chinefe trade is by far the moft important part of its Afiatie commerce, and is 
now carried on at Kiafta, Actuated upon the frontiers of the Chinef? and Ruffian empires* 
But having in a former publication Jj given a circumftantial account of this commerce, 
it will be fufficient to obferve, that in 1777, the total fum of importation and expor¬ 
tation, as entered at the cultom-houfe, amounted to 573,666!. ; but if we include the 
contraband trade, which is very confiderable, and make an allowance fur the deficiencies 
of the above-mentioned year, which was not fo favourable as the preceding, we may 
fairly eflimate the grofs amount of the average trade to China, in exports and imports, 
at near 8oo,oooL rterling. 


Chap* XXVII.— On the Commerce of the Black Sea. — Havens.—Exports and Imports *— 
Ports arid Territory ceded by the Turks to R affia .— ZrporogianCoffacs.*—Productions of the 
Southern Provinces.—M$vigatim of the Don and Dnieper.—Attempts of the Ruffians to 
profecute the Commerce through the Dardanelles to the Mediterranean.—Precarious State 
of that Trade , 


PETER the Great firft attempted to open a commerce through the Euxine, and to 
export, by that channel, the productions of Southern Ruffia. By his vi&ories over 
the Turks, the poffeffion of Azof, and the conflmftion of Taganroc, he feemed on 
the eve of realizing this favourite project $ but all his vaf! fchemes were baffled by the 
unfuccefsfuj campaign of 1 711, which terminated in the peace of Truth : a peace pur- 
chafed by the ceffion of Azof and Taganroc, and by relinquifhing the commerce of 
the Euxine. Since that period the Turks have jealoufly excluded the Ruffians from all 
fiiare in the navigation of their Teas, until Catherine Sniffled a fuecefsful war againft the 
Torte by the glorious peace of 1774, By this peace Ruffia obtained a free navigation 


# S. IL G vii. p 7, f Rytfkof OrenV Top. vol, i. p. 263. 

\ This gold-duft h found In the fand of the rivers ot Buchans. This was the principal inducement to 

the firft expeditions of the Englifh merchants over the Cafpian into Buchana* which are related in Hack- 
CoUedion. Pettrthe Great ferrt feveral Ruffian merchants into the country far the fame purpofe* 

See S- R* G. iv. p. ittj, Rytfkof, vol i. p. 263. Ruffia IlJuftrata, ro! n. p. 141, 

J Pallas Reife, voi, i, p. 232, Sec. The fheep and horfes are brought for fale by the Klghees Tartars. 
Pallas fays, that above fas ty thou fand fheep, and ten thaufand horfes, arc yearly fold at Orenburg!!, 
p* 234- 

|l See an account of the tranfa&ions and commerce between Ruffia and China, in Ruffian Difcoveries, 
Bookiii. chap, il-— 

in 
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in all theTurkilh leas, a right of palling through the Dardanelles, all the commercial 
immunities granted to the moft favoured nations in amity with the Porte, the towns of 
Azof and Taganroc, the three fortrefles of Kinburn, Kertfli, and Yenikale, and a 
large diflvift between the Bog and the Dnieper. 

Many fpeculations have been made concerning the extent and value of the traffic 
which Ruffia is likely to eftablilh in the Black Sea, and the revolution which it may 
efFeft in the commerce of Europe, by transferring part of the Baltic trade to the ports of 
the Mediterranean. In confequence of this change, it is afierted, the fouthern pro¬ 
vinces will find a vent for their fuperfluous productions ; the Ruffian veflels will open a 
profitable tradewith Crim Tartary, with the Aultrian provinces at KiUa-Nova, with the 
Turks at ConltanUnople, and with the Greeks in the Levant. The iron of Siberia, 
the corn, hemp, and flax of the Ukraine, and the contiguous provinces, will be fent 
from the havens of the Black Sea, through the Dardanelles, to fupply the ports of the 
Mediterranean ; and thus France and Spain will be furnilhed with naval A ores by a 
cheaper and more expeditious navigation than through the Baltic and the Northern 
Ocean. As the completion of this great and extenfive project can only be the work of 
time, and depends on a variety of contingencies, we cannot pretend to form any abfolute 
decifion on the probability of its failure or fuccefs; but a coniiderable light may be 
thrown on this intricate fubjeft by an attention to the following obje&s of inquiry *. 

I. The traffic on theTurkilh Seas before the peace, with an account of their havens- 
and exports. II. The ports and territory ceded to Ruflia, and the new towns, con- 
ftru&ed by the Emprefs. III. The productions of the fouthern provinces, and the na¬ 
vigation of the Don and Dnieper. IV. Theprogrefs hitherto made by the Ruffians to 
eliablifli an intercourfe between the Black Sea, through the Dardanelles, with the ports 
of the Mediterranean. 

I. The traffic on theTurkilh Seas before the peace of 1774, was chiefly carried on by 
the Greeks, Armenians, and Turks ; and the Ruffians pofleffed no port, either on the 
Sea of Azof or the Euxine; Tcherkalk, capital of the Don Coflacs, was the place where 
the productions of this empire and Turkey were reciprocally exchanged. The Greek 
and Armenian merchants failed to Taganroc, where they performed quarantine, and then 
proceeded with their merchandize to Tcherkalk; having firft paid the duty at Tememik, 
a final! village on the Don, now the fortrels of St. Dmitri. Tcherkalk was alfo the 
emporium of an inland commerce with the merchants of Kuban and Crim Tartary. 
The imports were chit fly Greek wines, ratlins, dried figs, almonds, oil, rice, iaffron, 
painted linens and cottons; the exports, hides and leather, coarfe linen, hard-ware, 
and caviare t, &c. The Greek and Armenian merchants, in returning to Confianti- 
no pie, fupplied the ports of the Sea of Azof and the Euxine with Ruffian and European 

commodities. _ . , _ .. 

order to jform a general idea of the traffic m the Furkifh Seas, we mu*., take &■ 

curfory view of their havens, imports and exports. 

Among the harbours o the Black Sea reforted to by tne Greek and Armenian mer¬ 
chants. the molt frequented were thofe of Crim Tartary, now called Taurida; namely, 
Yenikale one of the fortrefles lately ceded to Ruffia, Balaklava, Kofloi* and Caiia* 
nowTheodofia, which merits a particular description. Caffa and the whole pemnfula. 
which were before under the dominion of a khan, who was avaflal to the lurks, were, 

* In ,h« enquiry T have principally Followed Gukknftacdt’a Eflay Von <kr Hab «a Azj,wfchen 
ScWartzcn and Weiflen Metre, mjoarn* St Pet. for 1776. 

f See Tarif of the imported and Exported Wares, Euf. Hm, Mag. xi. p, 373* ^ 
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by an article in the late peace, declared independent, and fubject to a khan, elected by 
the natives, though confirmed both by the Emprefs and Grand-Signor. It was the capi¬ 
ta! of the Crimea; and the Tartars diftinguifljed it by the name of Hai&Conftaiitino- 
ple *. The bay is capable of containing fever,nl hundred merchant Clips; and the inha¬ 
bitants are the richeft, and drive the moil ex ten five trade in the Black Sea. The pro¬ 
ductions of Grim Tartary, exported from Caffa and the other havens of the peninl'ula, 
confift chiefly in corn, wine, wool, fine black and grey lamb-fkins, and fait. The im¬ 
ports are fine and coarfe linens, printed cottons, nankeen. Ruffian, leather, fine cloths, 
velvets, tafFeties, furs, ropes, paper, falted fifii, and caviare, tobacco leaves, copper 
and tin, bard-ware,' goldand ti l ver thread, beads and corals, earthenwares, a coarfe 
fort of porcelain, and glafs-waref, &c. be. 

The port ol' Taman lies oppofite to Yenikale, at the extremity of the fir aits of 
Caffa, on a fmatl ifland in the mouth of a river Kuban: it was fubject to the Khan of 
Criin Tartary, and traffics with the Circa ilia ns from Mount Caucafus, the Coffacs dwel¬ 
ling near the rivers which fall into the Kuban, and the Tartars inhabiting the defert be¬ 
tween the Kuban and the Don. The exports are honey, wax, fait, wool, fox-ikins, 
martens, flieep, Stc.; the imports nearly fimilar to thole at Caffa. 

The ports of the Eaftern and Southern coails of the Black Sea are fituated in the 
Turkilh provinces of Mingrelia, Georgia, and Anatolia: the principal are, i. Poti, 
where the merchants of Georgia refort; 2. Trebizond ; 3. Cherfon, which is d iff ant 
only fixty miles from Tokat, at which town the caravans from Perfia affemble and fe- 
parate, in order to proceed by different routes to Smyrna and Conftantinople. Sinope, 
the neareft port upon the Black Sea to A.igora, is the only place hitherto known that 
fupplies the fine goats-hath*, generally called camels-hair, from which the belt camlets 
are manufactured, that equal if nor furpafs thofe of Bruffels. The hair fpun into yarn, 
is chiefly purchafed at Tokat by the merchants of the caravans in their way to Smyrna, 
from which port Europe is moltly fupplied with tiiis commodity. The Greek and Ar¬ 
menian merchants draw from thefe parts honey, wax, fox-ikins, martens, and flieep, 
raw and manufactured filk, both Perfian and Turkifh, cotton, callicoes, rice, faflron, 
dried fruit, &c. They are fupplied in return with Ruffian and other European produc¬ 
tions. 4. Tios or Tilios, where the Turks have a dock for repairing fliips, and at 
■which place fails, cordage, anchors, and other naval ftores, are advantageoufly dif- 
pofed of. 

The ports on the Weflern fliore of the Black Sea, befide Kinburn, are Varna in 
Bulgaria, which is diltant about one hundred miles from Adrianople; Kiiia-Nova, at 
the mouth of the Danube in Waliachia; and Akkermen, on the mouth of the Dnief- 
ter, in Bcflarabia, fixty miles from Bender. Thefe pons furnifli wool, dried fruits, 
Hungarian and Moldavian wines, buffalo fains, &c. The traffic to Varna and Akker¬ 
men might be confiderably increafed by forming a mere regular communication with 
Adrianople and Bender; and that of Kilia-Nova might be rendered highly important, 
by vending the productions of Auftria and Hungary, if the navigation of the Danube 
was not obftrufted by the jealoufy of the Turks. The imports confift in European 
and Ruffian productions, for the moft part fimilar to thofe of Caffa. 

* He mien fold e diTartary vtur Jar'rn StumbuL Kletfrran^ Rc/fe von Wien nach Canftaminopel See 
a curious account of Caffa, in that work. The author obferved there feveral ruins of the building* which 
the Geuocfe conftrudled when Caffa was in their poffdfiovi, particularly the remains of the ancient citadel* 
of churches,' of angels and faints grofsly carved on ft one* and feveral Latin mferiptions, p, i68, He 

<lefcribes Crim Tartary as a very fruitful country, 

f Guldenftaedt, p, i% —14, 
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Conftantinople and Gallipoli are the principal havens in the fea of Marmora. The 
Ruffian imports are furs and fkins, leather, fail-cloth, cordage, anchors, tar and pitch, 
fteel and iron, fait fifli, caviare, butter, fea-horfe teeth, wax, tea, mufk, caftor-oii, co¬ 
lours, paper, coarfe cloth, linen, and corn: the exports to Huffia are raw and manu¬ 
factured filk and cotton, muffins, rich Turkiffi fluffs, and carpets, wool and Angora- 
goats-hair, Grecian wines, oil, all kinds of European and Afiatic fruit, lemons and 
oranges, tobacco and fnuffs, fpices, faffron, opium, and other fpecies of drugs, pearls 
and precious Hones, gold and Giver &c. 

II. The ports and territory ceded to Ruffia, and the new towns fince conftrufted by 
theEmprefs. The ceded places are, J. The diftriCt on the Sea of Azof; 2. Kertfch 
and Yenikale, in Grim Tartary ; 3. The fortrefs of Kinburn; 4. The territory be* 
tween the Dnieper and the Bog. 

1. The diflrift bordering on the Sea of Azof comprifes, befidj a large trad of ter¬ 
ritory to the eaft and well of Azof, the fortrefles of Azof, Taganroc, and Petroffk. 
Azof is no longer of the fame importance as it was in the reign of Peter the Great; 
the branch of the Don, on which it {lands, being now fo choaked wiih fand asfcarcely to 
admit the fmalleft vefl'els. The merchandife therefore is ufunlly depofitcd at Taganroc 
or Petroffk; and the frigates and merchant-fhips, which were formerly conftruCted at 
Azof, are now built either at St. Dmitri or Roftof, and pafs down the Don into the Sea 
of Azof through another branch of that river. As the harbour of Taganroc contains 
upon an average, only feven feet of water, the veffels rauft draw no more than five or 
fix feet; the town has been rendered commodious by the con(IruSion of feveral ware- 
houfes and other buildings during the late war; and is efleemed for the falubrity of 
the air. The fortrefs of Petroffk, which {lands at the mouth of the Broda, and com¬ 
mands the Tnrkifh frontiers, was alfo e reded during the late war. It is advahtageoufly 
fituated, as forming a dirett communication with the havens of Grim Tartary, and 
might eafily be rendered more fecure than that of Taganroc, from the fuperior depth 
of water. By the poiTdfion of thefe fortrefles, the navigation of the Sea of Azof is 
perfecfly fecured. The frontiers of this ceded territory, to the welt of that fea, are 
guarded by a chain of finall forts, extending from Petroffk to the Dnieper. 

° 2. The fortrefles of Kcrtfch and Yenikale, fituated on the eaftem courts of Grim 
Tartary, and near the northern entrance of the ftraits of Caffa, are of the greateft 
importance, by commanding the paffage which forms the communication between the 
Sea of Azof and the Euxine. - 

Kinburn is the only port poffeffed by the Ruffians on the coafts of the Blade Sea; 
it hands dofo to the frontiers, at the mouth of the Dnieper, oppofite the Turkifh for¬ 
trefs Otchakof, which being a place of fuperior ftrength, mult, while it continues in 
the hands of the Turks, obhruct, in cafe of a rupture, the navigation of the Dnieper. 
Kinburn was intended for the principal repofitory of the merchandize fent from the 
provinces bordering on the Dnieper; but as the harbour, on account of its quick find, 
iffonfo no f’ecurity for anchorage, the new town of Kherfon is at prefent the great em¬ 
porium of this trade. . , _ , r 

r y} le poffi-ffion of the territory between the Bog and the Dnieper opens a fecuie 

communication between the Black Sea, and thofe rich and extenfive provinces watered 
bv the Dnieper. This important territory, fo effential to the exi(fence of the new 
commerce, was chiefly inhabited by hordes of roving Tartars ; and by the Zaporogiaa 
Coffacs, who by their piracies rendered the navigation of uie Dnieper extremely hazar¬ 
dous 


* Guldcuflaedt, p. 21—35. 
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dous. The origin of tbefe Coflacs is thus traced by the Ruffian hiftoriatis. In the 
beginning of the 15th century, a tribe of the Coflacs, of the Ukraine, who inhabited 
the territory between the Bog and the Dnieper, were known under the denomination 
of Zaporogian* * * § , from the fituation of their fetcha t, or principal fettleinent near the 
cataracts of the Dnieper. 

This fetcha was a fortrefs furrounded with a wooden wall, and at firft: merely intended 
as a place of aifembly, to deliberate on the method of carrying on their cuftomary 
depredations, or for the purpofe of electing a chief. By degrees it was filled with ha¬ 
bitations, and afterwards appropriated to a feparate community of perfons; who de¬ 
voted themfelves folely to arms, and totally excluded all women from the precinfl: of 
their military refidence. The inhabitants were divided into clafl’es j each of which 
elected its refpeftive leader, and were all under the jurifdiction of a hetman or fupreme 
chief, chofen by the whole fociety. 

Thefe Zaporogian Coflacs became fo diftinguiflied for their bravery and fkiil in deful- 
tory war, that perfons flocked from diftant regions to this fociety of warriors. The 
inhabitants of the fetcha were not obliged to continue in it for any fettled term ; being 
only bound, while they remained, to conform themfelves to the regulations and difci- 
pline of their aflbciates ; thofe who were difpofed to marry, quitted the fetcha, but were 
permitted to fettle in the neighbouring diftridt, with the privilege of re-admiffion, pro¬ 
vided they were not attended with the' wives aud families, whom they were allowed 
occafionally to vilit. The Zaporogians increafed their numbers by affording an afylurn 
to defertersj, and by forcing and enticing youths and children from the Ukraine and 
Poland, whom they trained to a military life, and admitted into their community. 
The place of their refidence was occafionally varied; when their numbers increafed, or 
when the hordes wandered at a confiderable diflance from each other, different parties 
ereded and occupied diftinct fetch as. The firft fetcha of this extraordinary fociety 
feems to have been fituated on an ifland of the Dnieper below the cataracts; the tail 
which they inhabited, at the abolition of their government, and which at that period 
was the only one theypoffelfed, ftoodnear the rivulet Bufulak, at the point where it 
falls into the Dnieper, in the government of Kiof §. 

The members of this community being collected from various nations, and from the 
nature of their conftitution perpetually changing, their number could never be exaftly 
afeertained: Manftein relates, that in the war in which he ferved againft the Turks, 
they brought eight thoufand horfe into the field, and on an emergency could have raifed 
twelve thoufand or fifteen thoufand. They frequently performed incredible feats of 
valour in the campaigns of the Ruffians againft the Turks and Tartars, nor were their 
fervices confined lolely to land : by their ikill in navigating the Dnieper, they occafion¬ 
ally defended the mouth of that river, and attacked with fuccefs the armed veffels on the 
contiguous coafts of the Black Sea. But while they were thus terrible to their enemies, 
they were fcarcely lefs formidable to their allies. Nominally dependant on the hetman 
of the Ukraine, they were clafied among the fubje&s of the Ruffian empire; but the 
peculiarity of their manners, their reparation from all other fociety, their popular form 
of government, together with their warlike difpofition, rendered them a barbarous and 

* Forogi figuifies cat a rafts. 

t Seicha means any place Unrounded with a wall, or fortification* feparated from the ndfehbotiTing dif- 
trift S. R. G. iv. jj. 414. 

^ S R. G. iv, p, 44T* 

§ M Muller lias accurately and dreumftant tally deferred the fetcha of the Zaporogian Coflacs, from 
which account I have fckfted ihis £hort extraft. S, II. G. iv. p, 4,11—4^2, 

unruly 
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unruly banditti. Accuftomed to live by rapine and devaftaiion, they pillaged the Ruf¬ 
fian merchants who palled through Lheir country, and interrupted the navigation ol the 
Dnieper by continual piracies ♦. 

Soon after the conclufion of the Turkifli war in 1774, the Ruffian government fcizcd 
a favourable opportunity to deftroy their fotcha, and difperl'e the inhabitants. General 
Balmain marched from the Turkilh frontiers at the head of twelve thonfanj regulars, 
and encamped about eighteen verbs from the fetcha ; taking his departure before mid- 
night, he made a forced march, and furrounding it at four in the morning, compelled 
the inhabitants to furreuder. He fqund forty-fix pieces of cannon, and a large quantity 
of final! arms and ammunition. By this {aiiuary aft of power, Rullia has lecured the 
merchants from the dread of perpetual depredations, and put an end to the fylteui of 
piracy. 

III. The Ruffian countries which are moil mtereffed in this commerce, are thofecon¬ 
tiguous to the Dnieper and Don : or the provinces of Smolcalko, Mohilef, Ukraine, 
New Rullia, Bidgorod, Voronetz, Ukraina-Slobodlkaia, and Azof; a large tract of 
territory which furniflies in great abundance every ipecics of grain, hemp, flax, hides, 
malls, planks, honey, wax, tobacco, &c. 

In thefe ceded dill rifts the Emprefs has already raifed feveral new towns; the principal 
are Kherfon, CatharineaJIaf, and Marianopoli. 

Kherfon f, fuuated 011 the Dnieper, about ten miles below the mouth of Ingulec, is 
chiefly built with hewn (lone. It is intended to be the principal mart for all the corn- 
modifies of export and import; but if an extenfive trade (hould take place in this quar¬ 
ter, the great depofitory for the merchandize will be more conveniently fixed on 1’ome 
Ipot below the bar of the Dnieper, and twelve miles fouth of Kherfon. It contains a 
dock J for the conflruflion of large vcflels, from which feveral men of war and frigates, 
as well as merchant (hips, have been already launched. Gatharinenflaf, or the Glory 
of Catharine, is built near the fpot where the finall river Kiltzin falls into the Samara, 
and is appointed to be the capital of the government of Azof; it is colonized by many 
Greeks and Armenians from Grim Tartary, and by others who ferved in the late war 
again!! the Turks, Another town, called Marianopoli, has been alfo raifed on the bor¬ 
ders of the Sea of Azof, between the rivers My us and Calmius. Thefe three towns, as 
well as the numerous villages which have fuddenly reared their heads in a country for¬ 
merly inhabited only by lawlefs banditti, or traverfed by roving hordes, are filled with 
Ruffians, with Tartars reclaimed from their wandering liie, and with numerous colonirts, 
particularly Greeks and Armenians, who migrated from the adjacent provinces of the 
Turkifli empire. 

The navigation of the Don and the Dnieper, which form the communication between 
thofe provinces and the Turkilh Seas, remains to be coilfidered. 

The Don § takes its rife from the finall lake of St. John, near Tula, in the govern¬ 
ment of Mofcow, and palling through part of the province of Voronetz, a finall portion 
of the Ukraina-Slobodfkaia, and the whole province of Azof, divides itfelf near Teller. 

* The hosts of theft Zapoiogian ColTacs were rowed by fifty or Gxty men, had no fail, and generally 
carried two fmall cannon. S-'R. G. ix. p. 5. _ _ ; 

’f Kherfon is ct lebrated as the place where the Emprefs Catharine principally refilled: during her memo¬ 
rable journey to the Crimea* when fhe took poilCfBon of the provinces conquered from lurkcy, and where 
ihe was viflted by the Emperor Jofcph II, 

^ A. new town, Nicolaiof, now the principal dock, was built by Potemkin* on the confluence of the 
Ingul and the Bog. 

$ 8. II, G. he, p. 11, tz r 
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kalk into three ltreams, and falls into the Sea of Azof. The river has fo many wind, 
mgs, and abounds with Inch numerous fhoals and fand-banks, as to be fcarcely navigable 
excepting in the fpring, on the melting of the fnows. The banks of the Don. and of 
the rivulets which fall into it, are clothed with large tracts of forefir, whole timber is 
iloated down the flream to St. Dmitri and Roftof, where the frigates for the Sea of 
Azof are chiefly conftrufted. The navigation of the Don may hereafter be rendered 
highly valuable, by conveying to the Black Sea the iron of Siberia, the Chinefe goods, 
and the Peril an merchandize, which latter commodities, as well as the products of In¬ 
dia, formerly found their way into Europe through this fame channel 

Since the acquifition of Ruffian Lithuania, the ceflionof the diftridt between the Don 
and the Dnieper, and the difperfion of the Zaporogian Coffacs, the Dnieper, from its 
fource to its mouth, now flows through the Ruffian dominions; and through this whole 
courfe, of above eight hundred miles, the navigation is only once interrupted by a feries 
of eatarafts f, which begin below the mouth of the Samara, and continue for a fpace of 
forty miles. They are not, however, fo dangerous as they have been represented ; for 
they may be pafled in fpring, without much hazard, even by loaded barks. In other 
parts of the year the goods are landed at Kemenlk, oppofite the mouth of the Samara, 
and tranfported forty miles by land to Kitchkafe, about fix miles from the fortrefs of 
Alexandrovfk, where they are again embarked, and defcend the flream without inter¬ 
ruption, to Kherfon J. If the trade ffiould increafe, the cataracts might, at a consider¬ 
able eitpence, be rendered navigable at all feafons of the year. 

IV. The progrel's hitherto made by the Ruffians to eftablilh an intercourfe between 
the ports of the Black Sea and thofe of the Mediterranean. 

To encourage her fubjetts to engage in this branch of traffic, the Emprefs has leffened 
the duties of import and export §, and contributed towards forming a Ruffian houfe, or 
company trading to the Black Sea. Soon after the peace of 1774, four merchant-fhips 
failed from Peterfburgh, and not, as might have been expe&ed, from the ports of the 
Black Sea : they were laden with iron, flax, hemp, hides, fail-cloth, and coarfe linen, at 
the foie expence of the Emprefs, who granted to the company all the profits arifmg 
from the fale of the cargoes. This plan, however, was not attended with the fuccefs it 
feemed to promife ; and the failure arofe from the jealoufy of the Turks. The fhips 
were, under fpecious pretences, prevented from palling the Dardanelles ; the cargoes 
were fold in the Levant and the Mediterranean, and they returned to the Baltic without 
effefting the main obje£t of the voyage. Before the Ruffians could make any further 
attempts to open this channel of commerce, diffentions took place between the Emprefs 
and the Porte, concerning the independence of the Crimea, and the free election of a 
khan, which threatened an immediate war, and fufpended all commercial exertions in 
regard to the Black Sea, until a new pacification was concluded on the 21ft of March 
1779. 

Since that period, befide feveral Greek veffels, which failed from the Sea of Azof 
and the Euxine, under Ruffian colours* and were allowed to pafs the Dardanelles, a 
Ruffian fliip, manned with feameu in the fervice of government, and laden with failed 
beef, took its departure, in 1780, from kherfon to the port of Toulon j and foonafter- 

* The iron of Siberia, and the merchandize of China^ are fometimes fent by an inland navigation to the 
Volga; the Periian commodities arc conveyed aerofe the Cafpian to the lame river; from thence they 
might be tranfporied by a land carriage of only forty miles to the Don. 

j Muller h as dtfenbed ihcfe cataracts S R. G iv. p. j, / 

+ Muller, 5 . R G ix. p. 16 ; anti Giudenftacdt. 

I See a lift of the duties of export and import j in Ruf Hilt, Mag, xu p, 373. 
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wards live others* freighted with iron, made fiiccefsfbl voyages to the Archipelago ; alfo 
four final! vdTels, and a fifth of four hundred tons juft launched, laden with hemp and 
tobacco, were expected to fail from Kherfon for France, in November 1781, 

Such, in 178(5 was the infant fiate of that commerce, which feme authors have de- 
feribed as capable of producing an immediate revolution in the trade of Europe * : and 
in this, or in a ftill more fluctuating Hate, it will probably continue, as long as the Turks 
retain the dominion of their own feas. For that jealous people will either openly oppofe, 
or clandeftiiiely obftruft, the progrds of the Ruffians, and will never readily give a free 
paifage through the Dardanelles to a powerful rival, though they confented to it in the 
humiliating peace of 1774. Perhaps tbefe claims, urged on one fide, and evaded on 
the other, will engender perpetual diffenlions, and wilfnot be finally terminated both 
a feries of obflinate and bloody wars. Meanwhile the trade cannot for a confiderable 
period be ex ten five, which depends on fuch cafual circumflances as the coalition and 
rupture of rival and neighbouring powers. 

The courfe of fubfequent events can alone difeover, whether the pacification, figned 
on the 9th of January 1784, will be more permanent than former treaties, or whether 
the fame caufes will not continue to produce the fame effects. In a word, the Ruffian 
commerce in thofe parts can fcarcely be eftatdifbed on a firm bafis, until the Emprefs 
acquires a fleet in the Black Sea fuperior to that of her rival. Perhaps the completion 
of this great objeft may be effected by the acquifition of Crim Tar tar y f and the Ku¬ 
ban, rendered highly valuable by an additional extent of fea-coaft, and the important 
harbour of Aftiar or Sebaftopol. 


* Many perfans are of opinion, that the obstacles to the rifing commerce of the Black Sea are by no 
means injurious to the interdls of Ruffia, For her commodities and productions being articles of ueceffity, 
not oflujairyy no facility given to their exportation could add to their general confumption 5 and the in- 
create of exportation from the Black Sea would diminifh that from St, Peterfburgh, and the other ports of 
the Baltic nearly in the fame proportion. By the facility and cheapness of land carriage, and the improve¬ 
ments of inland navigation, the produ&tcmE of the remotelt provinces arc readily Cent to the ports of the 
Baltic, without raffing the price too high. And as the goods which RuHia produces are either peculiar to 
this empire, or fuch as other nations nrnfl pu rebate, they cannot pafs through too many bands before they 
arc exported. To dimindh, therefore, by facilitating their exportation, the price of fuch goods which flic 
already telU cheaper ihan other nations, would be to incur a maniteff lofs, and to gratify the foreign trader 

at her own ex pence. " , . 

f The Crimea, which had long been an object of Ruffian ambition, was iecured by the intrigues and 

arms of Catharine. t , 

The requffmon of Azof, Taganroc, the diftrid between the Don and the Dnieper ; and the Forts of 
Kimburn, Kerfh, and Venikalc, was the prelude to the conqueft of that penmfula. Catharine availed her- 
felf of the article in the peace of Kaimagdi, which Itipulated that the Khan fhould be conlirmed by Ruffia 
as well as the Porte. By intrigues and money, Potemkin obtained the dedion of Sehim Gerat, a prince of 
the blood royal j formerly a mb afrad or from the Khan to St. Peteiiburgh, who was gained over to the intereftl 

° f In^confequence of his fubtemency to IlufEa, he was oppoted by the Porte, and a large body of his fub- 
Ttdh in the Tnrkifh intereft, and commotions enfued. The Emprefs having appointed the Khan captain of 
the guards, fent an army to prolea him, as her officer, agamll the rebels. Not with Handing the public re- 
mo nil ranees and tecret oppofltion of the Porte, the Khan was no fooner fccured m Ins dtgmty, than he was 
induced to abdicate ; but repenting of this aft, he endeavoured to eteape, and put hnnfelf at the head ot 
bis fubte&e, who were diffused with the Ruffians, and offered to lupport him as their fovereigu. Id is 
in tern ions being diTcovered, he was fent to Tamer, from thence to Kiofi and finally to \ oronetz, where he 
received a temporary penfion from the Emprefs. Irritated by repeated egrat auons, ic e ca P c int< J 
Moldavia, where he was teized by etui Harks from the Porte, transferred to the IHe of Rhodes, and 

lU cSaimc having gained the concurrence of Jofeph the Second and mode the moll formidable prepara¬ 
tions bod! by land and fea, the Porte was awed, and rei.gned the foveregnty of the Crimea to Ruffia. 
The peniofula was modelled into a new government under the name of launda, and the prmcipaHowns 
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Chap. XXVIH .—Mines of RuJia.—C'Ad and Silver.—tipper and Iron.—Average 
Prtfits vohich Government draws from the .Mines , Foundries, and Duties. 

THE mines of the Ruffian empire may be divided into thofe which belong to the 
crown ; and thofe which are the property of individuals. The former comprize all the 
gold and filver, and a few copper and iron works : 

t. The mt if ancieio gold mine in the Ruffian empire is that 6f Voetlk, near Olonelz, 
between the lake Onega and tha. White 5 'ea. Its chief produce is a violet pyritical cop¬ 
per ore, mixed with quarts, and containing rich pieces of gold, but not in fufficient 
quantity to defray the charges. From 1744 to 167S, the mine yielded only fifty-levcm. 
pounds of go Id, and about nine thoufand pood* * of copper, and as the expences amounted 
to 16jQool. more than 1 he profits,, it was neglected until 1772, when it was again work¬ 
ed. Since that time it has furnidmd annually two hundred and fifty poods of copper, 
and two or three pounds of gold-duff, which is waffled from the mine; befides acci¬ 
dental pieces that have been feat to Peterfburgh .as fpecimens, which may amount to five 
or fix pounds more. 

a. The next gold mines tHfcovered in the empire were thofe near Catharinenburgh : 
the ore is very martial, commonly of a cubic form in a quartz matrix ; and the gold is 
extracted by waffling. The annual produce of pure gold never exceeded two hundred 
pounds, and was commonly much lefs: in 1772, it was only one hundred and one 
pounds. 

3. The molt important filver mines are thofe of Kolyvan, between the rivers Oby 
and Irtifli, near the mountains which feparate Siberia from the Chinefe empire, or rather 
from the territory of the Calmucs dependent on the Chinefe. Thefe mines, difcovered 
in 1728, by Akinfi Nikitich Detludof, were for fome years worked for his own private 
emolument, as copper mines. It is fufpefted, that he privately extracted the nobler 
metals, but prudently concealed the fecret until 1744, when he made the difeovery to 
the Emprefs Elizabeth, who appropriated them to the crown f. Thefe mines, fituated 
near Yolkrefenfk, in the Smeyelkaia Gora, or Mountain of Serpents, are known by the 
general appellation of Kolyvan, from a village on the rivulet Bielaia, in the district of 
Kulnetz, where the ore was formerly finelted. But as the adjacent country is Icantily 
provided with wood, new foundries have been co nit r ufted at Barnaul, Novopaulofsk, 
and Sufunlk, to the north eaft of Kolyvan, in a diftrift abounding with trees 

Thefe mines, which may juflly be ftyled the Potofi of the Ruffians produced annu¬ 
ally, between 1749 and 1762, from eight thoufand to fixteen ihoufand pounds of River; 
between 1763 and 1769, from twenty thoufand to 32 thoufand; and fmee that period 
to 1778, from forty thoufand to forty-eight thoufand. The filver contains upwards of 


received thdr antient Greek appellations : Caffu was culled Theodoils ; K-oflof, Apotona ; and Aftiar, 
ikbaftopol. , 

But tins humiliating conduct on tlie fide of the Porte, did not pi event further demands from the court of 
St. Peterfburgh, which terminated in a rupture i and the Turks were happy to purchafe a peace in 1791, 
by ceding the important fevtrefs and diftrid of Otchakofj by which the Dnieper is now the boundary of 
the Ruffian empire. 

* A pond — 4# Ruffian or 36 EngJifii pounds. The pound ufed in this chapter is the Ruffian, which is 
to tire Eirglifh as 9 to 10. 

f Palfe Reifcj part ii, p. 58a. t Ibid, p, 579. 
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three per cent, of gold ; the reparation of which is made in the imperial laboratory at 
reterm urge, I he whole produce extrafted from the mines amounted, in 1771/(0 
four hundred thoufand pounds of filver, with twelve thoufand feven hundred and twenty 
orgGhi_j and fmce 1771 we may calculate the annual produce at above forty four thou* 
land oi Inver, and one tnoufand two hundred of gold. 

The mines ami to lingeries of Kolvvan employ nearly forty thoufaml colonifts ; betides 
. 0 p^afants in the di ft riels oi lomlk and Ktiinetz, who, in liu of paving $he poll-tax 
in money, cut wood, make charcoal, anil tranfport the ore to the foundries* The ex- 
pences, which were formerly fuppjied from the treafury, and of courfe confidently 
dimmiffied the profit, have, fince 1765, been annihilated,, and the whole produce of the 
mines m gold and filver, is clear profit* In the fame year a mint was eftablilhed at the 
foundry of Sulunlk, for the coinage of the copper fuppiied from the mines of Kolvvan, 
the greater part of which had been hitherto of no ufe. Pieces of one, two, five, and ten 
copecs % are flruck and difperfed over Siberia. Of this currency, the amount of 
500,000 roubles are annually coined, which is fufficient for yeimbujffing the poll-tax, 
paying the miners, traufporting the ore, purchafing the lead which muft be brought 
from Nerfhinik, and defraying the ex pence of fending the gold and filver as far as Ta- 
bolik. The filver fmeited in the foundries, *is conveyed on large fledges twice a 
year : the firft convoy fers off in the beginning of the winter, and reaches Peterlburgh 
a little after Chriftnias j the fecond in the middle of winter, and arrives there towards 
fprmg. 

4. The filver mines of Neyfliinfk, which were opened in 1704, are fituatcd in Dim- 
ria, the fouth eaftcnmioft part of Siberia, between the rivers. Shilka and Argoon, and 
are very numerous. Their produce to the year 1772 is t: 

Pounds of filver- 
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In 1767 they yielded feventcen thoufand four hundred pounds; but the annual average 
produce may be eflimated at fix teen thoufand- The filver contains, in forty thoufand 
pounds, nearly five hundred of gold. The ores being generally rich in lead, and ex¬ 
tremely poor in filver, the hitter is eafily extracted* Many million poods pf lead remain 
ufelefs on the fpot, as only fourteen to eighteen thoufand are annually required for the 
feparation of the filver from the copper at the foundries of Kolyvan; the carriage into 
the inner parts of the empire being coo expen five, and the export to China prohibited. 
The number of men employed in thefe mines and foundries are about one thoufand 
nine hundred free colonifts, between one thoufand and one thouland eight hundred 
convifts, and eleven thoufand Ruffian peafants of the diftriffc of Nerfhinfk ; fix thoufand 
of the latter are employed in cutting and carrying wood, making and tranfporting char- 


4 Buf ErcL—Bcfp vqI, i. p, 1126. 


coal \ 


* A final! eoin nearly equal to a halfpenny. 
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coal; while the reft, who live at feme diftance from the mines, cultivate a certa n por¬ 
tion of ground, and bring in winter the produce to the magazines of the foundries. 
The annual expences may generally be rated at 1.4,800!. 

5. Some mines yielding iilver have been lately difeovered in the diftrict of Krafnoy- 
arlk near the Lena, between the rivers Yins and Yenifei. 

The gold of Catharinenburgh is obtained at the rate of 40 guineas per pound ; and 
as when coined it produces 681 . ts. the profit is not very confiderabte. The filver and 
gold from Kolyvan is procured without any expence, as 1 have before mentioned. A 
pound of filver from Nerffiinfkis faid to colt between 4 and 5 roubles; and as the fame 
quantity of this metal, when coined, is equal to 22 roubles 75i copecs, the gold ex¬ 
tracted from this iilver is obtained for ill. 8s. per pound. 

6. The crown poffeffes at prefent but very few copper and iron works. 

The iron works in the north part of the diltriCt of Olonetz produce annually between 
eight and ten thoufand poods of call iron for guns, bombs, and balls, and fifteen thou- 
fand of indifferent iron in bars and plates. Thofe of the Uralian mountains employ 
above one thoufand feven hundred workmen, and twenty-fix thoufand eight hundred 
peafants j and yielded, in 1772, four hundred and twenty-three thoufand nine hundred 
and eighty-feven poods of iron in bars and plates, which were chiefly ufed for the army 
and navy, that of Kamenik gave in the fame year ninety-three thoufand poods of iron, 
which were forged into guns, and eight thoufand one hundred and feventy-two into 
bars. 

Four copper foundries on the weft fide of the Uralian mountains, in the government 
of Orenburgh, and three in Permia, produced, in 1772, only thirteen thoufand eight 
hundred and fixty-eight poods. At Catharinenburgh the crown has eftablifhed a mint 
for coining the copper procured from the imperial and private foundries, into that fpe- 
cies of money which is current throughout Ruffia, and is tranfported by water to Mof- 
cow, Peterfburgh, and other parts. 

The greater part of the private mines and foundries, that fupply fuch an immenfe 
quantity of iron and copper, are moftly fituated in the Uralian mountains, and the hills 
itretching from them; a few in the government of Mofcow excepted, the produce of 
which is but final!. 

The Uralian mountains contain one hundred and five foundries, fifty-fix for iron, 
thirty-feven for copper, and the remainder for both metals. The peafants, part of 
whom belong to the proprietors, and part to the crown, employed in the mines and 
foundries, amount to ninety.five thoufand. In 1772 * thefe works yielded one hun¬ 
dred and thirty thoufand one hundred and fixty-nine poods of copper, and four million 
five hundred and fifty-eight thoufand feven hundred and eighteen of caft iron. The 
duty paid to the crown from the private proprietors is 4 copecs, or nearly 2d. for every 
pood of caft iron, befide 5 copecs upon every pood for exportation. With refpeft to 
the copper, the proprietors are obliged to fell three quarters of the whole produce of 
the mines to the crown at Catharinenburgh, at the low rate of 1 1 . 2s. per pood f. The 
remainder they either left to the crown at the fame place, at il. 14s. per pood ; at 
Mofcow, for 2I. 26. ; or at Peterfburgh, for si. 4s. 

* We mu ft take this year as the average ft and Kid, as being previous to (lie rebellion of Pugatchcf, wlxo 
deftroyed fever at of the foundries ; but moll of them have been Jince re-eltablifhed. 

•}■ By an edict of the Emprefs, dated July 1, 1780, the proprietors, inftead of felling three quarters of 
the copper to the crown at il, as. per pood, arc now only obliged to difpofe of half at that price: this 
new regulation mull have fomewhat reduced the profit! of the copper coinage. See Journ, St. Pet. for 
i; 3 o, p.53. 
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At Catharinenburgh copper money to the value of 400,000!. Is annually coined. The 
crown receives a pood of this metal, upon an average, at ll. 2s. 6d. j and ifl'ues it when 
ftruck at 3I. 4s. 

From thefe data government appears to gain annually from the mines, and duties 
on iron: 

£• !• 

Gain upon the copper coinage at Catharinenburgh - 257,625 o 

44,000 pounds of filver, and i,joo of gold, the annual produce from the 

mines of Koly van, when coined, yield - - - - - 282,164 4 

16,320 pounds of lilver, and 160 of gold, from the mines of Nerlhinlk 71,194 8 

Government iron works ------ 32,529 16 

Duty on 4,558,718 poods of call iron - 36,469 5 

679,982 13 

The iron and copper are tranfported by means of the Kofva, Tchuflovaja, Bielaya, 
and Kama, into the Volga: fome of the veflels defcend that river, to fupply with iron 
the provinces fituated along its banks; but far the greater number are towed up the 
flream to Niflmei-Novogorod, and Tver, and through the canal of Vilhne-Vololhok to 
Peterlburgh. The veflels, which fet out on the breaking of the froft in fpring, com¬ 
monly perform this navigation before the end of autumn ; but fometimes are obliged 
to winter on their paffage. 

December 1714. 

The gold mine of Olonetz or Vogetfskoi, from which the richeft fpecimens for cabi¬ 
nets have been obtained, has been relinquilhed, becaufe it did not defray the expence of 
working, though the ore was rich in copper. 

The gold mines of Catharinenburgh have remained nearly in the fame condition. 

The mines of Koly van have been embarrafled by the new law, by which the peafants 
working for their capitation at the mines, have had their pay doubled throughout the 
empire, and liberty given to work only in winter. The effeft of this regulation at Ko~ 
lyvan, has deprived the foundries of near half the requifite quantity of charcoal; and 
as the neceffary workmen lor the foundry have been partly employed in making char¬ 
coal, the produce in filver has fmce that period never reached eight hundred poods f 
and in 1784 did not yield five hundred. However, with an additional number of 
hands, thefe mines migh- produce above one thoufand poods; for in that quarter feveral 
mines have been difcovered; amongft others that of Tcherepa Nofskoy, very rich in 
gold, and the richeft in filver ever found in Siberia: all'o fome lead mines have been 
opened in the neighbourhood, which are very promiling. 

The copper coin of Koly van underwent confiderable alteration in 1782 ; the procefs 
of ext rafting the precious metal from the copper has been greatly improved throughout 
the empire, and the fum annually coined exceeds 300,000 roubles. 

The filver mines of Nerlhinlk are in a flourifliing and even increafmg condition, and 
their annual produce fmce 1781 has reached between four and fix hundred poods. 
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Chvp. XXIX. —Canal of Vijhnci-Volojhok , which unites the Cafpian and the Baltic.— 
Canal of Ladoga. — Project of uniting the Don and the Volga. 

THE inland navigation is carried through a greater extent in Rullia than in any 
other kingdom on the globe ; for it is poffible to convey goods by water four thoufand 
four hundred and I'e rent y-two miles from the frontiers of China to Peterfburgh, with an 
Interruption only of about fixty miles * ; and from Aftracan through a trad of one 
thoufand four hundred and thirty four miles. 

The water communication between Aftracan and Peterfburgh. or between the Cafpian 
nnd the Baltic, is formed by means of the celebrated canal of Vifimti-Volofhok. This 
great work, begun and completed under Peter the Great, has been confiderably im¬ 
proved by the late Emprefs, and veffeis now reach Peterfburgh in lefs than half the time 
which they formerly employed. 

The Shlina forms the lake Maftino, which gives rife to the Mafia j the latter rails, 
after a courfe of about two hundred and thirty-four miles, into the lake Ilmen, from 
w lu c h iffues the river Volkof, and runs one hundred and thirty miles to the Jake La¬ 
doga, which fupplies the Neva, fo that, in effedt, the Shlina, the Mafia, the Volkof, and 
the Neva, may be confidered as the fame river flowing into and through different lakes, 
and only'changing its name at various intervals. By uniting, therefore, the Shlina 
which communicates with the Baltic, with the Tvertza which flows by the Volga into 
the Cafpian, the junction of thofe two feas is formed. This junction is made by the 
canal of Viflmei-Volofliok; where the Shlina is united to the Tvertza by feveral canals 
and rivulets, lor the relative fituation of which I fhali refer to the figures in the annexed 
plan. 

Near Vi fhnei-Volo flick, the Shlina is joined by the Zna, near which are the fources of 
the Tvertza. To join the Tvertza and the Zna, the following works were made under 
Peter the Great. 

i. Near Klutfhina a cut was dug to a finall lake, a fecond to the lake of Gorodolub, 
and a third to the Zna. 2. At the fame place, juft below the firft cut, a lock of four 
gates was confixucted acrofs the Shlina, to flop the courfe of that rivulet; and by means 
of the faid cuts and lakes, to convey water to the Zna above Viflmei-Volofhok, 3. But 
to keep this fupply of water in referve, and to let as much into the town as is judged 
neceffary, a great lock of feven gates was built acrofs the Zna below the third cut. 
4, The Zna and the Tvertza were united by a canal beginning from the fources of the 
Tvertza ; and a lock conftruiffed at the end of the Canal. 5. The natural courfe of 
the Zna was fliut up by two locks in the town (at a and h\ one of which may alfo ferve 
for a paffage. 6. A canal was dug from the Zna to the Shlina, at the end of which is 
the lock of the Zna. 

The feveral canals are fupplied with water, and the veffels navigated from the Tvertza 
into the canal of Zna, by the following operation. 

* Having in the Ruffian Difeoveries, given a /hort /ketch of the inland navigation from Tobol Ik to the 
frontiers of China, 1 fhali not repeat it here; but /hail /fate, in a few words, that from Tobolllt to the 
Volga. At Tobolfk the barks afeetid the Tobol, the Turn, and the Tigtl, which rifes in the mountains 
feparating Siberia from Europe; from the Tigtl the merchandize is traufported acrofs a neck of land of 
fifty-two miles to the Tchuffovaia; there the merchants re-embark the goods, and defeend the Tchu/iovaia 
into the Kama, to its junction with the Volga a little above Cafan. 
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The locks of Klulfliiiia, thofe of a and b in the town, and that of the Zna being fhut, 
the lock of the Tvertza is opened ; the waters of the Zna and Shlina are conveyed 
through the canal of the Tvertza into that river ; and the barks pals into the Zna at 
at Vifhnei-Volofliok. When a lufficieiit number are admitted, the lock of the Tvertza 
is fltut; and the waters being raifed to a certain level (which feldom takes more than 
two or three days), by means of the lock of feven gates, that of the Zna is opened, and 
the barks are gradually let down a fmall fall, to the number of about twenty in an hour. 
At night the lock is fhut. If on the following day there is fuffieient depth, the barks 
continue defending through the lock of the Zna j or if net, they mull remain until a 
fuffieient body of water is collected. Having by this means all paired into the Shlina, 
they proceed, without interruption, through the lake Maftino to the beginning of the 
Mail a ; where a lock has been lately con ft rutted, which holds the watersof this lake in 
referve. By this refervoir the navigation is fo greatly facilitated, that the lock cf the 
Zna being Ihut, and that of the Tvertza open, the Tvertza, which was formerly ahnoft 
dry during feveral weeks, is now generally navigable, even in the midft of funnner, 
within two days after the paflage of the barks: in fpring, the fupply of water, from the 
melting of the fnows, is fo confiderable, that the locks both of the Tvertza and of the 
Zna are open at the fame time. 

Several rivulets falling into the Mafia are confined by locks, which being opened 
fucceffively as the barks are pafiing, fill the river, and render the fhallows navigable; 
and being again clofed, form perpetual refervoirs of water; this operation is performed 
five or fix times in the fummer. By fome other works lately conftrutted, a confider¬ 
able addition of water has been obtained; and it is expetted, that the Tvertza will 
become always navigable, and the lock of the Malta will only be fhut for a fhort 
time. 

The boats employed on this occafion are towed by ten horfes up the Tvertza to 
Vifhnei-Volofliok, between ten and twelve miles a day; from which place they are 
rowed as far as Novogorod. Each bark is provided with at leaft ten men; thofe which 
are laden with hemp require twenty-two. At Nofhino and Baffatino they change pilots, 
and take in fen additional men to pafs the upper and fmall cataracts. At Apezenfkoi 
Radok, at the head of the great cataratts, they procure another pilot and two affift- 
ants; and on account of the rapidity of the current, increafe their complement generally 
to fixty-men. The fall of the river is one hundred and twenty-two and a half yards 
perpendicular in twenty miles; and the ft ream fo violent, that the boats not unfre- 
quently {hoot along this fpace within the hour ; but they are fometimes dafhed againft 
the rocks or overfet by accident; in the year 1778 above thirty were loft. From the 
foot of the great cataratts, the pilot of Vifhnei-Volofliok fleers the bark one hundred 
and twenty miles further through feveral fhoals, which have lately been confider- 
ably reduced, and almoft; levelled. In fpring the veflels can be allowed to draw 
two and a half feet water; in fummer only twenty-fix inches. In autumn the 
navigation from Vifhnei-Volofliok to Peterlburgh is performed in little more than 
a month, in fummer iii three weeks; and in fpring only a fortnight is required. In 
the year 1777, three thoufand four hundred and eighty-five barks paffed through the 
canal. 

The veffels being fleered down the Mafia, acrofs the lake Ilmen to Novogorod, de- 
feend the Volkof, and enter the Ladoga canal, a plan of which is annexed to that of 
Vifhnei-Volofhok. This canal was begun in 1718, by order of Peter, and finifhed 
during the reign of the Emprefs Anne : it was carried at firfl only as far as the Kabona, 

vol. vx. 5 y a rivule 
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a rivulet Which enters the lake to the eaft of Schluffelburgh; but now reaches without 
interruption, from the Volkof to the Neva. The length is fixty-feven miles and a halt, 
and the breadth feventy feet j the mean depth of water in fammer is i.ven, and m 
fpring ten feet; it is fupplied by the Volkof and eight rivulets. The barks enter 
through the flulces of the Volkof, and go out through thofe of Schluffelburgh. In 
1778, four thopfand nine hundred and twenty-feven veffels paffed through the canal or 

theme has been lately proved, to form a water communication between the 
Ladoga and Bielo Ozero ro the Duna; in order to unite the W hue Sea and the 
Baltic, and improve the inland commerce between Archangel and Peteriburgh. me 
only part of this plan yet fmiflied. Is a fhort cut of about feven miles from the Aolkot 

The grand project of uniting the Cafpian and the Baltic with the Black Sea, by the 
junQioii of the Don and Volga, was planned by Peter the Great. Thefe two rivers 
approach each other within the affiance of forty miles m the province of Altracan; 
lid two rivulets, the Holla, which falls into the Don, and the Camafhinika, into the 
Volga, are only feparated by an interval of five miles. Could there two;rivulets be 
made navigable, and united by a canal, the Black Sea would be joined with the Cal- 
pian and the Baltic. With this view Peter fent Perry *, an Eoghih engineer, to the 
loot-: the canal was begun under his infpection, and a cut made the length «i a ™de 
and a half; but the fcheme was dropped, from an idea that it was not prattiqafele. 
Being revived, however, by the late Emprefs, profeffor Lovitz was entrusted with the 
execution. Having taken a level of the ground between the Ilofia and the Camalhin- 
Ika, he traced out the canal, and was preparing to begin the work ; when, in 17743 | le 
was wantonly murdered by the impoftor Pugatchef. The direct diltance between tae 
two rivulets is only five miles; but the great difficulty would confift in deepening their 
beds, and procuring a fupply of water fufficient to render them navigable. The Don, 
however, being only forty miles from the Volga, and land-carriage being extremely 
cheap and eafy, the advantages refulting from the projected canal would be fcarcely 
equivalent to the expence of forming it. 

• Sec Perry’s State of Ruflia. 
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APPENDIX. 

No. I .—A Letter from Mr. Keith, Britifh Minijler at St. Peterfburgh, to the Right 
Honourable George Grenville, Secretary of State , on the Revolution of 1762. 

SiRj St. Peterfburgh, July 12, 1762. 

LAS r Friday morning, about 9 o’clock (as I was preparing to go to Peterhoff, to 
meet the Emperor,) one of my fcrvants came running into my room with a frighted 
countenance, and told me there was a great uproar at the other end of the town, that 
the guards, having mutinied, were alTembled, and talked of nothing lei's than dethroning 
the Emperor ; he could tell me no circumdances, and could give me no anfwer to the 
only queftion 1 alked, namely, if the Emprefs was in town. But about a quarter of an 
hour after, one of the gentlemen of our factory came in and informed me that the 
Emprefs was in town, and that fhe had been, by the guards, and the other troops of 
the garrifon, declared their Emprefs and Sovereign ; and that Ihe was then actually at 
the Cafanfki church, to hear the Te Deiun fung upon the occafion. He added the 
circumflances of Prince George of Holftein Gottorp’s being made a pril'oner, as he 
was endeavouring to make his efcape out of the town. This account was confirmed from, 
all quarters, and we underllood the feveral fupreme colleges in the empire, and all the 
great people were then taking the oaths of fidelity to the new Emprefs, as the guards 
and other regiments had already done. 

This furprifing revolution was brought about and completed in a little more than two 
hours, without one drop of blood being fpilt, or any act of infolence committed ; and 
all the quarters of this city, at any diflance from the palace, efpecially the flreet where I 
and moft part of His Majefty’s fubjefts refide, were as quiet as if nothing had happened; 
the only novelty to be l'een were feme piquets placed at the bridges, and forae of the 
horfe guards patroling through the ftreets, in order to preferve the public tran¬ 
quillity. 

As fcon as the guards affembled in the morning, feveral detachments were fent to 
the Peterh off Road, to hinder any intelligence from being fent to the Emperor; and 
this piece of duty was performed with fo much diligence and exaftnefs, that no one 
perfon got through, except the mailer of the horfe, Monfieur Narifkin. 

About ten o’clock in the evening, the Emprefs marched out of town on horfeback, 
at the head of twelve or fourteen thoufand men, and a great train of artillery, and took 
the road towards PeterhofF, in order to attack the Emperor at that place, or Oranie- 
baum, or wherever they fhould meet him; and next day in the afternoon we received 
the account of His Imperial Majefty’s having furrendered his perfon, and refigned his 
crown, without one ftroke being ftruck. The few circumflances of this great event 
that I have been able to pick up, and which appear to be authentic, though I will not 
warrant them all, are as follow, viz. That this affair had been long contriving, but was 
haftened in the execution by one of the confpirators having been arrelled two days 
before, upon feme rafh words that had fallen from him ; upon which forne of the others 
concerned, for fear of the whole confpiracy being difcovered, had come to the refo* 
Iution of going immeditely to work, and in confequence, had fent to Monf, Orlow, 
one of the Ruffian officers in the guards, to apprize the Emprefs of this circumftance, 
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and to rcprefent the neceffity of her returning to town without lofs of time. That this 
gentleman had got to Peterhoff between three and four in the morning, and having 
got admittance into Her Majefty’s bedchamber, had informed her of her danger, 
upon which flie had, as foon as (lie was dreffed, flipt out of the palace by a back door, 
and under the condudt of Monk Orlow, without one fervant of either lex, had, after 
forae accidents, luch as their horfts being tired and knocked up, got to town about fix 
o’clock, and went directly to the cafernes of the Imacklowiky guards, which fhe found 
underarms, ready to receive her, with their colonel, the Hetman Rafamowlky at their 
head. That Her Majefty from thence proceeded to the Simonowiky regiment, and 
then to that ofPreobrazintky, and was by the whole conducted to the palace, where 
every thing paffed in the manner above mentioned. 1 mull obferve, that the regiment 
of horle-guards, of which Prince George was colonel, was amongft the firll that ap¬ 
peared ill the revolt, and {hewed the greateft animofity again ft their colonel and the 
late government; and that all the troops took the oaths without hefitation, except feme 
of the officers of fhe Emperor’s own regiment of curaffiers, who refufed it at firlt; and 
fome of them, 1 believe, are Hill in arreft for perfilling in their refufal. 

As for the Emperor, he had not ihe fmalleft information, nor the lead fufpicion of 
this affair, till between eleven and twelve o’clock, when being on the way from Oranie- 
baum to Peterhoff, he was met by a fervant lent on by themafterof" the horfe, who in¬ 
formed him how matters flood in town. His Imperial Majefty proceeded to Peterhoff, 
and there learned the civcmnfiances of the Emprefs’s leaving that place, which had 
been concealed till then from the ladies and other courtiers, by her bed-chamber wo¬ 
man’s pretending that the Emprefs was indifpofed and a-bed. 

From that moment the unhappy Emperor feems to have loft himfelf, and there was 
nothing but defpair and confufion among the final! number of his attendants, and no 
refolution was taken till very late in the evening. That His Imperial Majefty, with all 
his train-gentleman and ladies, went on board a galley that rode before Peterhoff, and 
rowed over to Cronfladt, in the hopes of being received there ; but the coinmiilioners 
from the admiralty, fent down from Peterfburgh, had got the ftart of them, and when 
the Emperor approached the haven, he was not only refufed admittance, though he 
declared who he was, but was threatened to be fired upon. 

This augmented the confufion and defpair, and the galley, with the other boats, re¬ 
turned to this fide, but taking different ways, fome to Peterhoff, and others to Oranie- 
baum ; amongft the laft was the Emperor, with a few attendants, and on the morning 
of Saturday, he fent Prince Galetzin, the vice-chancellor, and Major-General lfmaelow, 
to the Emprefs, with fome propofals. After fome time, Ifmaelow returned with the 
Deed of Refignaliou of the Crown, which the Emperor figned immediately, and then 
going into a coach with that gentleman, taking the road to Peterhoff, and has not been 
ffien fince; and I have not been able to learn where he was conducted to. It is laid, 
that in the deed above mentioned, there was a claufe, promifing the Emperor liberty 
to retire into Holftein, Thus ended this extraordinary and important affair; and Her 
Imperial Majefty, after having paffed the night at a country houfe of Prince Kurakin’s, 
returned to town yefterday morning on horfeback, and after having heard mafs at the 
new admiralty church, which was confccrated that day, went directly to the fummer 
palace, where ihe, with her fon, the Great-Duke, have taken up their refidence, and 
where all forts of people for fome hours were admitted to kifs her hand. As for us 
foreign minifters, we each of us received copies of the inclofed paper on Saturday even¬ 
ing ; and we now wait for a notification of the time when we are to be admitted to the 
prefence of Pier Imperial Majefty. 

I have 


COXli's TRAVKLS IN RUSSIA. 


901 

I have the honour likewife to tranfmit to you the manifefto published by authority, 
with the tranflation, in which you will fee that great flrefs is laid upon the Ihnmeful 
peace concluded with their enemy ; notwithflanding which, as Baron Goltz, who at¬ 
tended the Emperor to the laft, was returning to town, lie was met on the road by 
Monf. Alifufiew, who, by order of the Emprefs, allured him that he had norhing to 
fear, and that he might either return to Oraniebaum for a day or two, or proceed to 
Peterfburgh, a proper efcort being appointed to attend him to either place; but he, 
chufing the town, is now at his houfe here, in perfect freedom ; but what is moll re¬ 
markable, Alfufiew affured him, that the Eniprefs was perfectly well dilpofed towards 
cultivating His Pruffian Majelty’s friendlhip. 

The Hetman was, I hear, with General Villebois and Monf. Panin, the Great Duke’s 
governor, the principal peribns in bringing about this revolution, and under them the 
brothers Orlow were the moll trailed and the moll active; but the moll lingular cir- 
cumflance of the whole is, that the place of rendezvous was, the houl'e of the Princefs 
Dalhkow, a young lady not above twenty years old, daughter to Count Roman Lan- 
wonits Woranzow, filler to the late favourite Elizabeth, and niece fo the Chancellor; 
it is certain that Ihe bore a principal lhare in contriving and carrying on the confpiracy 
from the beginning to the conclufion of ir. 

Of all men the Hetman feemed to poffefs the greatell lhare in the unfortunate Em¬ 
peror’s affection, and two days before his fall he dined at Marfhal Rofamowlky’s 
country houfe, and was upon that occafion received and ferved with the greatell marks 
of duty, zeal, and attachment, on the part of both brothers, and when he returned to 
Oraniebaum, the Hetman went ftraight to Peterhoff to concert matters with the Ein- 
prefs. It is a difpute what part the Chamberlain Schuwalow had in this affair. 

On Friday evening, before the Emprefs left the town, Ihe difpatched an officer to 
bring back Count Belluchef to Peterlburgh, and it is thought he will have a confider- 
able lhare in the adminiftration ; and in the mean time Monf. Panin is the perfon that 
takes moll upon him, though both the Chancellor Count Woronzow, and the Vice- 
Chancellor Prince Gajitekin, continue in their places. The former came to town on 
Friday evening, and going directly to court was tolerably well received, and promiied 
the Emprefs’s protection ; however, at his own defire, he had two officers of the guards 
put about him for the fill! two days, but now they are taken off, and he goes on in 
the functions of his office ; his lady was not at court till Sunday, having continued with 
the Emperor to the end, and having been even at Cronffadt with him ; and when Ihe 
killed the Emprefs’s hand, Ihe took off her ribbon of St. Catherine, and offering it to 
Her Imperial Majelly, laid, fhe never a Iked for it, and now laid it at her feet; but the 
Emprefs moll obligingly took it, and with her own hand put it again over the Countefs 

Woronzow’s (boulder. .... _ 

With regard to the motives of this revolution, it is plain that the taking away of the 
church lands was the principal, joined to the neglefl of the clergy; the next was, 
the fevere difcipline which the Emperor endeavoured to introduce amonglt the troops, 
especially the guards, who had been accuftomed to great itffenefs and licence, and the 
discontent among them was heightened by the refohition His Imperial Majelly had 
taken of carrvinr a great part of that corps into Germany with him in his expedition 
alainfl Denmark; which was a meafine difagreeable to the whole nation, who fto- 
mached greatly their being drawn into new expences and new dangers, for recovering 
the duchy of Schlefwick, which they cor.fidered as a trifling object in nielf, and mtirely 
indifferent to Ruffia; and that after the Emperor had juff facrificed the conquelts 

made by the Ruffian arms, and which might have been of great importance to this 
J empire* 
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empire, to his friendfhip for the King of Pruffia, which however their defires for peace 
would have made them not only put up with, hut approve. 

Several other little circumilances greatly exaggerated, and artfully reprefented and 
improved, contributed to the fall of this unhappy Prince, who had many excellent 
qualities, and who never did a violent or cruel action in the courfe of his fhort reign j 
but who, from an abhorrence of bufinefs, owing to a bad education, and the unhappy 
choice of favourites, who encouraged him in it, let every thing run into cpnfufion, and 
by a miftaken notion he had conceived of having fecured the affections of the nation, 
by the great favours he had fo nobly bellowed upon them after liis firft mounting the 
throne, fell into an indolence and fecurity that proved fatal to him. To conclude, not 
only I, but feverat peribns of fenfe and difcernment, thought they could perceive, 
latterly, in this Prince, a confiderable change from what he was for ibme months after 
his acceffion, and the perpetual hurry in which he lived, and the flattery he met with 
from the vile people about him, had in fame meafure affe&ed his underllanding. 1 
mull own, that I had no apprehenfion that this revolution could happen fo foon; but 
I was always of opinion, that, if he left his dominions, he ran a riik of never returning 
to them ; and for that reafon I made ufe of every means I could think of to divert him 
from that expedition, fometimes by reprefenting the danger to others, who had the 
honour to approach his perfon, and a title to offer him their advice ; whether they did 
their duty in this point, particularly Prince George, I cannot fay, but if they did, the 
event has (hewn that it was all to no purpofe. 

July 2*13. Kail night, about 10 o’clock, I received a meffage from the matter of 
the ceremonies, defiring me to be at court this morning at eleven ; and having gone 
thither accordingly found great numbers of people, and amongft the reft, my brethren 
the foreign minifters, and we were loon after carried into the Emprefs’s apartments, 
and prefen ted to her by the chancellor ; in kitting Her Imperial Majefty’s hand, I took 
the opportunity of wifhing her a happy reign, and of making her a proper compliment 
in the King’s name, which was kindly received, and returned in very handfome terms, 
and, upon the whole, my reception was very good. 

I could obferve the countenances of fome of my brethren confiderably changed for 
the better, particularly, thofe of the Danitti envoy, and of the imperial ambaffador; 
a-propos to the laft orders have already been fent to the Count Czemichef, forthwith 
to leave the Pruflian army, and return into Ruffia; at the fame time, orders were 
likewife difpatched to General Panin, to go and take the command of General Roman- 
zow’s army, and bring it back likewife into Rufiia ; all this gives fome people the no¬ 
tion, that this court may have entertained fome thoughts of keeping the whole, or fome 
part of that country, notwithftanding the late peace. 

There was likewife a good deal of difference to be obferved in the faces of the cour¬ 
tiers, fome for the better, fome for the worfe; thofe who feemed to make the moll 
important figure, were the Hetman, Monf. Panin, and that gentleman Monf. Orlow, 
who is mentioned in the former part of this letter ; he is made knight of St. Alexander, 
and chamberlain. Amongft the ladies, the Princefs of Dalhkow was diflmguilhed by 
the order of St. Catharine, the Emprefs having given her the ribband Hie wore herfelf 
before fire put on the Blue. Her father and filter are under confinement in Count Ro- 
moinzow’s houfe. It is faid that the Emperor, in making his terms, defired only three 
things, his own life, and grace for his favourite lady, and for his Adjutant Brigadier 
Godowitz, who is likewife under arreft. There have been feveral promotions made, 
particularly of new fenators, iti which number the vice-chancellor is ; but I refer myfelf 
to my next, in which I fliall tranfmit the moll exact lift I lhall be able to procure. 

Prince 
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Prince Menzicoff, after being made general in chief* and knight of St. Andrew, was 
difpatched to Mefeow on Friday evening, to proclaim the Emprefs in the capital. 

You cannot fail, fir, of being tired of this long incoherent letter ; but in the hurry of 
the times, all I can do is to throw together as many particulars as come to my know¬ 
ledge, and I truft to your indulgence for my pardon. In the mean time, having re¬ 
ceived no orders from you fince your letter of the 8th June, I fhali conclude this, with 
alluring you I am with great refpefil. 

Sir, 

Your moft humble and mod obedient fervant, 
v Robert Keith, 

P, S. Baron Goltz was not at court for want of clothes, it having been infmuated 
in the meffage from the mailer of the ceremonies, that it was expected he would come 
to court in other clothes than regimentals, but having none of that kind ready, he can¬ 
not be presented til! next court day, 

Baron Lufzon, the Mechlenburgh minifter, was at court amongll the reft, he left a. 
card at my door laft nights Both Mulgonow and Wolkow are inarreft* 

No, IL 

Lift of the Ruffian Navy in OSiober 1778* 


Ships of the Line, 


Names* 

Guns. Station. 



JVlien built. 

1, Ezekiel 

80—Cronftadt 

- 

1» 

• * mi 

2. Ifidor 

74'—Ditto 

- 

- 

1772 

3. St. Andrew 

74—Ditto 

- 


1770 

4. Clement 

74 — Ditto 


m 

177° 

5. Tchefme 

74 — Ditto 

- 

- 

1770 

6. Vladimir 

66—Ditto 

m 

- 

1771 

7. Vekeilaf 

8. De Neifs 

66—Ditto 

- 

- 

* 77 r 

66—Ditto 

- 

- 

1772 

g. America 

66 — Ditto 


- 

*773 

10. Periflaf 

66 — Ditto 

- 

- 

i 77 z 

11. Vfevolod 

66 — Ditto 


- 

1769 

12. Demitri Donfki 

66 — Ditto 

- 

- 

1771 

13. Pam and Euflatia 

66—Ditto 


- 

* 77 ° 

14. Viftor 

66 — Ditto 

* 

- 

1 77 1 

15. Europa 

66 — Ditto 



1768 

16, Saratof * 

66 — Ditto 

- 

- 

1765 

17. Pobeda 

66 — Ditto 


- 

1770 

18. Ratiflof 

66 — Ditto 

- 


1769 

19. Mira noli tz 

20. Pobidnafovitz, rebuilding 

66—Ditto 

66—At Cronftadt. 


m 

1771 

2i. Count Orlof 

66—Revel 

- 

m 

1770 

22. Alexander 

66—Ditto 


- 

1772 

23. Boris and Glebb 

66—Ditto 

■ 

m 

*773 

24. lngennanland. 

66—Ditto 

1 



*773 
25. Alia 


904 


coxe’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


Names. 


Guns, Station. 

When built. 

33. Afia 

• 

66— Revel . 

*773 
*777 
*777 
* 777 
*777 
*777 

26. Unknown 

27. Ditto 

- 

66—Cronftadt 

66—Ditto 

28. Ditto 


66—Ditto ' . 

29. Ditto 


66—Ditto 

30. Ditto 

- 

66—Ditto 


Ships of the Line ready to launch, and building. 


31. Ready to launch 

32. Ditto 

33. Building 

34. Ready to launch 

35. Building 

36. Ditto b 

37. Ditto 

38. Ditto 


fames. • 

St. Michael 

Kaflevoi 

Leelkoi 

Pofpelkoi 

Bohemia 

Hungaria 

Nordefkoi 

Euftatia 

Pomofknoi 


10. Ready to launch 

11. St. Mark 

12. Ready to launch 

13. Building 

14. Ditto 

15. Ditto 


Guns. Station, 

74—Peteriburgh 
74—Ditto 
74—Ditto 
66—Ditto 
66—Ditto 

65 — Ditto • 

66— Ditto 
66—Ditto 

Frigates. 

Guns- Station. 

32—Cronftadt 
32—Ditto 
32—Ditto 
32—Ditto 
32—Ditto 
32 — Ditto 

32—Ditto 
32—Ditto 
32—Ditto 


When built. 
1774 
*774 
»773 
*774 
*774 
*774 
1769 
1768 
* 1768 


Frigates ready to launch, and building. 


28—Peterfburgh 
20—Ditto 
20—Ditto 
20—Archangel 
20—Ditto 
2o—Ditto 


Prames: 1. Elephant, 36 guns j 2. Unknown, 3. Leopold, r8 ; 4 Barfi 1 a 
Galltes: 101 at Peterfburgh j 3 at Cronftadt j and 5 at Revel. 4 * * 8 ‘ 


5 


No. 
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No. III. 


Goods exported in three hundred and eighty-two Britifh fliips in 1777. 


Value. 


Quantity, 

1,283,279 

# 

Poods* of Iron — 


£■ 

3 ff 5 » 3 2 4 

s* 

12 

1,104,299 


Clean hemp — 

— 

353*375 

12 

92,050 


Outfhot ditto — 

—* 

27,885 

Q 

3 2 ,735 


Half clean ditto — 

— 

9,165 

l6 

84,008 


Codilla ditto — 

— 

13.441 

t 

209,902 


Twelve head flax — 

— 

100,753 

O 

25,470 

- 

Nine head flax — 

■— 

10,697 

8 

4 , 39 6 


Six head flax —- 

— 

^582 

8 

36,627 


Codilla ditto 1 — 

— 

4»395 

4 

*>373 


Iflnglafs — 

— 

8,238 

0 

* 3 > 5*4 


Briftles — 

— 

24,325 

4 

8,774 


Hides — 

— 

10,528 

16 

2,546 


Wax — 

— 

6,110 

8 

271,273 


Tallow — 

— 

1 19,360 

0 

2l , 5 2 5 


Old iron — 

~ 

1,722 

0 

*,*57 


Feathers ■— 

■— 

9*5 

12 

70,838 


Tar t — 

— 

7,083 

16 

2,683 


Pitch — 

— 

402 

8 

I ,473 

- 

Ro fin — 

— 

441 

16 

2,987 


Cordage — 

— 

1,194 

1 6 

359 


Horfehair — 

— 

143 

12 

42 

32II). 

Rhubarb — 

— 

846 

8 

3 

3lb. 

Beaver cod — 

— 

$<p 

8 

152,854 

Arihines | 

Broad diaper — 

— 

3 » 3 62 

5 

3 37, 68 3 

- 

Narrow ditto — 

— 

5,402 

16 

82,155 

. 

Broad linen — 

— 

1,838 

4 

1,602,716 

• 

Narrow ditto 

—- 

22,438 

0 

1,168,440 

- 

Crafli — 

— 

5,842 

4 

847,290 

* 

Drillings — 

— 

23,724 

0 

23,429 

Pieces of 

Fleems — 

— 

37,598 

8 

56,644 


Ravend ticks — 

-- 

67,972 

j 6 

1, 5°5 

• 

Sail-cloth 

-- 

2,107 

0 

3,5 00 

- 

White fox-fkins — 

— 

1*400 

0 

t.ooo 

* 

Hare-ikins — 

— 

200 

0 

1 8,454 Tchetwert § Linfeed — 

— 

11,072 

rt 

8 

17,986 

- 

Wheat r— 


I 4 , 3 8 8 

16 


* A pood thirty-fix Engliih pounds. . . , ^ r A 

+ Before our unhappy difputes with our calomes, we ufed to procure our pitch, and tar from America. 
In '1776 we fir ft imported thefe commodities from Ruffe. They were fold at firft for only i*. the pood ; 
but in 1777. tar fold for 20. and pitch at 3s. the pood. 

J An arfhine = twenty-eight inches. 

6 A tche Avert contains 5J bufhcls Winchefter meafuve. 
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Value. 



\ 


9° 6 

Quantity, 

• 5 A o8 3 
*55 

499 

226 

37»8i7 
2 
52 
10,42+ 
78 
205 
312 
20 
14 , 37 ° 
57 

1,413 
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Deals are about eighty thoufand dozen 

Po*>ds of Potalh — —, 

- Carraway feeds —. 

- Annifeed •— — 

Old rags, old ropes, goats’ (kins, and c 

22U). Raw filk — 

- Linfeed oil — 

Horfe-tails, about two hundred pood 
Mads and bowfprits, and wax candles 
Fox-lkin bags and weafel-lkin bags 
Hare-fkin bags and (kins of fquirrels 
Ermine ikins —. 

Ermine tails and fable tails, and mats 
Caviar — _ 

Arlliines Checked linen — 


Value. 


Cufloms on exportation 
Shipping charges 5 per cent. 


Commiffion 3 per cent. — 

Total fum of exports by Britilh Ihips 


107,176 o 
64,650 12 


i 


Goods exported by Britilh Ihips at Peterlburgh, in 1777 


W 

Quantity. 

2,154 Poods of 
214 
8,080 
11,482 

579 
126 
1,388 

*5 

978 
6 
108 
1,560 
58,804 
. 568 

5 2 4 

46 
1,420 


Alum — 

Benzoin — 

Brimftone — 

Campeachy wood — 

Cheefe —' 

Cochineal — 

Coffee — 

Confeftionary — 

Copper wrought and unwrought 
Cork — 

Coral — 

Gum Arabic — 

Indigo _ 

Lead _ 

Muftard — 

Oil — 

Olibanum .— 

Pepper — 


£■ 


24,000 

0 

77 

8 

149 

12 

90 

8 

l bones 312 

0 

57 

1% 

*5 

12 

200 

O 

1,044 

O 

“ S 3 3 

O 

“ 15 

12 

60 

O 

214 

O 

34 

4 

21 

4 

£1,293,010 

*4 

171,826 

12 

1,464,837 

6 

43,945 

0 

1,508,782 

6 

1777. 


Value. 

£* 

u 

775 

8 

2,565 

0 

985 

12 

4,5 9 2 

16 

706 

4 

5040 

0 

2,060 

16 

— 61 

1 6 

■ 120 

8 

660 

0 

500 

0 

129 

16 

24,961 

4 

21,169 

8 

1,362 

12 

623 

16 

92 

0 

3,418 

16 


37 Poods 








Quantity. 

37 

22 ; 

608 

54 

683 

409 

15.874 

60 

98 

*06,816 

100,494 

32,412 

164,205 

7 . r 3 2 

162,007 

144.125 

45.995 

9,828 

16,225 

365,896 

*37 $9 5 
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Value. 


I 


Poods of Pewter _ 

r - Plates of gold and Giver 
Rice 

Sugar refined 
Ditto raw 
Sal ammoniac 
Tin _ 

Tobacco and fnuff 
Verdigreafe 
Arlhines Bays — 

Calimancoes and camblets 
Camblets » 

Cottons for printing 
Cloth fine > 

ordinary 3 

Cottons, velvets, velverets^ &c. 
Druggets — 

Flannels — 

Phlug and (hag — 

Shalloons — 

Tabouretts — 

Clothes ready made —• 

Hats — 

Linen and printed handkerchiefs 
Muflin and cambric 
Quilting — 

Ribbands — 

Stockings —. 

Sundry filk fluffs — 

Sundry woollen ditto 
Toys and millinery 
Butter — 

Capers —. 

Coals — 

Chefnuts — 

Chryftal — 

Currants, raifins, and figs 
Cutlery and hardware 
Diamonds and precious ftones 
Earthen ware — 

Fans — 

Frames for pictures 
Furniture — 

Furs — 

Hops — 

Lace and ruffles 
Leather dreffed and undreffed 



£‘ 

/, 

“ 

» 96 

12 


7.507 

O 

“* 

243 

12 

— 

896 

8 

—■ 

1,636 

4 

— 

25,398 

8 

— 

162 

8 

— 

393 

12 

— 

20956 

12 


7»°34 

12 

— 

6,880 

8 

— 

7> 22 5 

0 


55.642 

12 

— 

i 7 , 3 6 4 

0 

J “ 

3 . 2*9 

12 


5 8 9 

12 

— 

1,986 

D 

— 

24,881 

12 

— 

9.652 

1 6 

— 

344 

4 

- — 

215 

8 

— 

342 

16 

— 

1,108 

D 

— 

2,853 

O 

— 

*33 

0 

— 

1,787 

O 

— 

*.333 

O 

— 

2,13* 

O, 

“ 

9,490 

8 

— 

16 

12 

— 

t 

8 

— 

2 ,° 33 - 

12 

— 

68 

O 

— 

190 

4 

* 

3 g 4 

8 

— 

19,181 

16 

— 

5,596 

0 

*— 

5,890 

12 

— 

20 

16 

— 

82 

16 

— 

3 13 

4 


40 

0 

— 1 

24 

0 

" 

452 

12 

— 1 

5*9 

4 


Matlie- 
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Quantity* 


> 3 r 

33 

27,3 1 6 

239,967 

3,282 

61 

>93 

>95 

3 > 55 6 
10,703 
I l 6 

*3 

61 


Mathematical inftruments 
Muftcal inftruments 
Mohair — 

Nuts — 

Olives “ 

Paper hangings — 

Pearls — 

Pencils and black lead 
Pictures and copper-plates 
Pickles — 

Pork and hams — 

Printed books — 

Prunes — 

S tough ton *s drops 
Stone and marble 
Snuff-boxes — 

Tea — 

Tutinage — 

Whips and walking (ticks 
Wine and mineral water 
Wood for coaches* Furniture, 
Horfes — * 

Dogs — 

Pieces of Beaver fkins — 

Bottles — 

Hogfheads Burton als — 

Coaches and harnefe 
Clocks and watches 
Dozen Cyder — 

Anchors of French brandy 
Cbelts of Oranges and lemons 

Otter fkins — 

Reams of Paper — 

Anchors of Shrub and rum , — 

HogOieads of Vinegar — 

Sundry drugs and colours 
Sundry fraall articles 


Value* 

£> 


1 , 45 s 

O 

45 1 

l6 

45 

16 

45 

8 

I 

0 

258 

3 

J ,OOD 

0 

674 

0 

3*605 

8 

37 

12 

57 

8 

607 

0 

94 

0 

>3 

4 

822 

0 

241 

12 

35 

0 

141 

0 

108 

16 

434 

0 

2,070 

Q 

2,920 

O 

132 

12 

27»3 16 

O 

2,380 

8 

26,255 

O 

2,084 

4 

11,142 

16 

1 54 

1 6 

781 

1 6 

5 j s 1 7 

12 

14,844 

4 

45 

4 

98 

8 

147 

16 

865 

0 

590 

16 


£423,942 12 
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No. IV. 

State of the Ruffian army 1785. 

1 Regiment horfe guards. 

3 Ditto foot guards: viz. Preobrafhinfky, Ifmailoflkv, Seraenoflky. 

This corps is called ten thoufand men, but does not exceed three thoufand, and 
probably never will. 


iftDivifiom— St, Pcterjburgh and Plefcof. 

I Field Marfhal. Number of men, officer! included, 

i General in Chief. 

4 Lieutenant Generals. 

7 Major Generals. 

1 Regiment carabiniere: viz. Plefcof — 942 

1 Ditto dragoons: viz. St. Peterfburgh — I3872 

Total cavalry — ■— 2,8(4 

2 Regiments grenadiers: viz. Life grenadiers, Sophiifli, each con- 

lifting or 4,188 men — — 8,376 

14 Field regiments: viz. Revel, Beloverlkoy, Plefverlkoy, Koporf- 
fcpy. Archangel, Navaginfk, Refan, Velikolutiky, Tinguinlk, 

Narva, Kexholm, Ncvffky, Starolkollk, Negomlk, each con¬ 
fiding of 2,094 men — — 2 9 > 3 1 ^ 

Total infantry — — 37,692. 

Total ill divifion — — 40,506' 


2d Divifion.— Ukraine. 

1 Field Marfhal. 
i General in Chief. 

3 Lieutenant Generals. 

5 Major Generals. 

i Regiment, ctliraiGers: viz. St. George — . 74 3 ' 

10 Regiments, carabiniers: viz, Kiof,Tchernigof,Severfk,Glukof, 

S' pbiiik, Lubenfkoy, Tver, Neyinfk, Statadublk, Perejoiloff, 
each confining of 942 men — _ • ^ 9 - 4 2 ° 

6 Regiments, light horfe: viz. Achtiurfk, Kalkoff, Suinlk, Oitrogjfk, 

Duieroiiill, Soniik, each coiififting of 1,083 men 6 , 49 s 

Total cavalry — 


10 


Carry forward 


16.660 
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Brought forward — 

7 Regiments, infantry: viz. Tom Ik, Sief, Brian Ik, Elitz, Riga, 
Suzdolky, Polotfkoy, each confifting of 2,094 men, — 

Total 2d divifion —■ 

3d Divifion.— Mofcow. 

1 General in Chief. 

2 Lieutenant Generals. 

4 Major Generals. 

2 Regiments, carabiniers: viz. Mofcow, Roftof, each confifting 
of 942 men — — 

1 Regiment, cuirafliers: viz. Cazan —• 


Number of men, officer* included. 
— 16,660 


1,884 

742 


8,376 

10,470 


742 

942 


Total infantry 

Total 4th divifion 


14,658 

3 *» 3 tS 


* Total of cavalry — — 

7 Regiments, infantry: viz. St. Peterlburgh, grenadiers, Mofcow, 
grenadiers, each confifting of 4,188 men — 

Pennlkoy, Yaroflaf, Alinopollk, Toola, Cafan, each confifting 
of 2,094 men — — 

Total infantry — 

Total 3d divifion — 

4th Divifion.— Ekaterinoflaf and Crimea. 

1 Field MarJhal. . 

1 General in Chief. 

5 Lieutenant Generals. 

11 Major Generals. 

1 Regiment, cuiraffiers: viz. Ekaterinoflaf — 

I Regiment, carabiniers: viz. Refan —- — 

9 Regiments, light horfe: viz. Paulogratz, Marinpolfk, Alexan¬ 
dria, Olivinpollk, Kherfon, Conftantinogratz, Tamiginfk, 

Pultava, Ifiamlk, each confifting of 1,083 men «— 

Total cavalry — „ — 

II Regiments, viz. Ekaterinoflaf, Tauritza, Phanagorifk, Kiof, gre¬ 

nadiers, each confifting of 4,188 men — 16,752 

Orlof, Koflof, Viallkoy, Kurlk, Tambof, Taurichetz, Troitzk, 

each confifting of 2,094 men, — — 14,658 


2,626 


18,846 


31,472 


I, 684 

9,747 

II , 43 r 


3 r * 4 »o 


— 42,841 




Corps 
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Corps cantoned from Ajiracan to Tiflis , making part of the o,ib divifion commanded by 
3 Lieutenant General. Number of men, officers included. 

5 Major Generals. 

% Regiments, dragoons: viz, Aftracan, Taganrock, each confid¬ 
ing of 1,872 men — — — 3*744 

9 Regiments, infantry: viz. Aftracan, grenadiers — 4,188 

KunitJk, Kabardinia, Mofcow, Selenginikoy, Nizof, Nilhnei- 
Novogorod, Butuirikoy, Voronetz, each confiding of 2,094 
men —*• — — i 6 , 75 2 

Total — — 24,684 


5th Divifion. ~ Navogorcd. 

1 General in Chief. 

1 Lieutenant General. 

2 Major Generals. 

I Regiment, cuirafliers: viz. Great Duke’s ■— 74 2 

I Regiment, carabiniers : viz. KargopoUk 94 2 

■- 1,684 

4 Regiments, infantry: viz. Novogorcd, Siburg, Schluflelburgh, 

Tobollk, each confiding of 2,094 men — 8,376 


Total 5th divifion — —■ 10,060 


6th Divifion .—-Viodimir and Voronetz. 

1 General in Chief. 

1 Lieutenant General.. 

4 Major Generals. 

a Regiments, carabiniers: viz. Jugermanland, Narva, each confid¬ 
ing of 942 men — ~ . 

2 Regiments, dragoons: viz. Nifhnie-novognrod, Volodimir, each 
confiding of 1,872 men — ” . f 

4 Regiments, infantry : viz, Shirvan, Roftof, Apekeronikoy, Azof, 
each confiding of 2,094 men 


1,884 

3*744 

8,376 


Total 6th divifion 
7 th Divifion.— Smolenfo. 

1 General in Chief, 
i Lieutenant General. 

3 Major Generals. 

1 Regiment, life cuirafliers ra . f 

a Regiments, carabiniers : viz. Jainburgh, Riga, each confiding 0 

942 men — . 

4 Regiments, infantry: viz. Sibena, grenadiers 

Smolenlko,.Uglitz, Ingennanland, each confiding ^ol 2,094 

men •— 


14,004 


'— 742 


1,8 84 
4,188 

6,282 


13,096 


Total 7th divifion 


8 th 
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gi% 

Number of men* officers Included. 

8th Divi(Ion *— Tatnb&f. 

i General in Chief* 

1 Lieutenant General* 

2 Major Generals* q 

i Regiment, light bode : viz. Elizabethgratz . ” ' 3 

4 Regiments, infantry: viz. Troitzk, Lodago^ Volodiimr, Marom 3 

each confiding of 2,094 men *37 

Total 8th Divifion ' — 9*459 

gth Divifion *—White Rufftci* 

i General in Chief. 

1 Lieutenant General* 

1 Major General. rfV 

% Regiments, dragoons: viz * Smolenfko, Kinburn, eacn confuting 

of 1 872 men ~ # 3*744 

4 Regiments, infantry: viz. Dnuperopfkoy, Polotfkoy, Iichcmigoff 

VolosoHkoy, each confifUng of 3,094 men " 

& 

Total gth Divifion — 12,120 

icth Divifion.— Orenburg. 

1 Lieutenant General. 

2 Major Generals. 

j Regiments, light horfe: viz,* Voronetz, Pfiunifiv, Ukraine, each 

confiding of j ,083 men — ” 3> 2 49 

2 Battalions, infantry: viz. Orenburg, Tfchernogratz, each confifil¬ 

ing of 1,046 men — '— 2,092 

Total 10th Divifion — J> 34 * 

CORPS OF SIBERIA. 

i Lieutenant General. 
a Major Generals. _ 

1 Regiment, dragoons: viz. Siberia — 1,87 2 

3 Battalions, infantry ; viz. Ekaterinenburg, Semuipojik., each con¬ 

fiding of 1,046 men — — 2,092 

Total — ” 3 > 9 6 4 


LIGHT TfeOOPS. 


12 Regiments, regular Coffacs, each confiding of 942 men 11,304 

Irregular ditto, divided into regiments of 500 each from the 
Don and the Yaic or Ural (fince Pugatchef’s revolt) called 
Uralian Coffacks. Number not to be afeertained. 

Kalmucks—The fame. 

Carryforward — 11 ,304 
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9*3 

Number of men, officers included. 

Brought forward — 11,304 

2 Battalions, grenadiers: viz. Kharcofs, -, each confifting of 

1,047 raen — — — 2,094 

8 Battalions, fufileers: viz. Mofcow, Karkhoff, each confifting of 

1,026 men — — —* 8,208 

24 Battalions, chafleurs: viz. Tauritchitz, Caucafus, Livonia, Bog, 

Belorulky, Finland, each confifting of 900 men — 13,760 

+ 5>366 


RECAPITULATION. 



Cavalry. 


Infantry, 

Art ill try. 

ill Divifion 

3,8(4 


2 9>3 *6 


a - »■ 

- 16,660 

— 

14,658 


3 

- 2,626 


18^846 


4 

11*431 

— 

3 U4 * 0 


Lieutenant General Potemkin’s corps 

3.744 

— 

20,940 


5 

- 1,684 

— 

8,376 


6 

- 5,628 

— 

8,376 


7 * - * » 

- 2,626 

— 

10,470 


8 

1,083 

— 

8,376 


9 

3*744 

— 

12,120 


to - - - 

3> 2 49 

“ 

2,092 


Corps of Siberia 

1,872 

'- 

2,092 


Light troops, regular - 

11,034 

— 

34,062 


Irregular 

- -- 

— 



Artillery - 

“ * -- 

*“ p ‘ 

- - 

34*000 


68,465 


201,134 

34,000 


To this may be added, ninety-eight garrifon battalions of different eftablilhments, 
confifting of recruits and invalids, mixed, which do the duty of the places, no field 
regiment, excepting four for the garrifon of Peteriburgh, and two for that of Riga, 
being employed in that line. The artillery has eleven garrifon battalions for the fame 
purpofe. 


END OP VOL. VI. 


St rail rin and PreSon, 
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